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of  Bankruptcies  in  London.    Commercial  Credit  reflored. 
Parliamentary  Invefiigaiion  of  Lord  AuklaruTs  Memorial. 
Charter  of  the  Eofl-India  Company  prolonged.    Motion  for 
a  Reform  in  the  Reprefentation  by  Mr.  Grey.  Parliamenf 
prorogued.    Affairs  of  Ireland.    Coneejfions  made  to  the 
Ca  'holies —Oppo/ed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  Fitzgibbotr.  Ex- 
traordinary Profecutions  for  Sedition  in  Scotland.  Tyran- 
nical Sentence  of *  Tranfportation  paffed  on  Muir9  Gerald^, 
Skirvitrg,  Margafot,  and  Palmer..   French  rife  en  Masse.- 
Duke  of  York  totally  defeated  at  Dunkirk.    Barbarous  Ex- 
ecutions of  the  Generals  Houchard  and  Cuftine.  Prince 
of  Cobourg  compelled  to  repafs  the  Sambre.  Werwick> 
Menin9  and  Fumes?  captured  by  the  French.  Operations 
on  the  Rhine.   Retreat  of  the  Aujlriajn  and  Pruffan  Armies. 
Siege  of  Landau  raifed.    Rebellion  in  La  Vendee  fuppreffed. 
Naval  Armament  returns  to  Portfmeuth.    Proceedings  of 
the  Convention.     Bold  Machinations  of  the.  Jaccbines. 
Revolutionary  Tribunal*  eflablifhed.    Fall  of  the  Brijfotines. 
Internal  Commotions  in  France.    Toulon  furrendered  in 
Trufl  to  the  Engli/h.    Siege  of  Lyons.    Barbarities  com- 
milled  by  the  Jacobines.    Toulon  evacttated  by  the  EnglifJj. 
Trial  and  execution  cf  the  S^Jteen  cf  France — and  of  the 
Deputies  of  the  Gironde.     Savage  P  recce  dings  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary Tribunal.    Afcendancy  of  Rcbtfpiertr.  Extra- 
vagant Condutl  cf  tlx  Convention.     New  Cale  ndar  efla- 
b/i/hed.    Reign  of  Ten  or.    Naval  Tranfadions.  Tobz go- 
taken.    Forts  it:  St.  Domingo  captured.  Pondicherry,  Mahe%. 
and  the  French  Settlements  on  the  Ccafl  cf  Csryauwdrt,  re- 
duced.   Neutral  Powers  infulted  by  the  Cy/rt  cf  London, 
Grofs  Inconfflency  and  Duplicity  of  the  Euglifh  Mi  nifty. 
Alarming  Order  cf  Council— revoL  J. 

UPON-' 
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Upon  the  very  fame  day  that  France  declared  war 
againft  Great  Britain,  the  Britifh  parliament  was  engaged 
in  difcufling  a  meflage  from  the  king,  dating,  «  That  hi» 
majefty  had  caufed  to  be  laid  before  them  copies  of  feveral 
papers  which  had  patted  between  M.  Chauvelin  and  the 
minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  and  of  the  order  of  departure 
tranfmitted  to  M.  Chauvelin.  And  his  majefty  moreover 
declared,  that  in  the  prefent  Gtuation  of  affairs  he  thought 
it  indifpenfable  to  make  a  further  augmentation  of  his  forces 
by  fea  and  land,  for  maintaining  the  rights  of  his  own  do- 
minions, for  fupporting  his  allies,  and  for  oppofing  views 
of  aggrandizement  and  ambition  on  the  part  of  France,  at 
all  times  dangerous  to  the  interefts  of  Europe,  but  peculi- 
arly fo  when  connected  with  the  propagation  of  principles 
fubverfive  of  the  peace  and  order  of  all  civil  fociety." 

On  this  occafion  Mr.  Pitt,  who  had  now  refumed  his  feat 
in  parliament,  made  an  eloquent  harangue,  evidently  calcu- 
lated to  prepare  the  minds  of  his  auditors  for  war,  and  to 
inflame  the  paflions  of  the  houfe  to  the  higheft  pitch.  Ad- 
verting,  at  the  commencement  of  his  fpeech,  to  the  melan- 
choly cataftrophe  which  had  juft  taken  place  in  France,  he 
reprefented  it  in  terms  of  the  moil  high-flown  rhetorical  ex- 
aggeration, "  as  an  event  fo  full  of  grief  and  horror,  that 
he  wilhed  it  were  poflible  to  tear  it  from  their  memories, 
and  expunge  it  from  the  page  of  hiftory ; — but  that  event 
was  unfortunately  pafled,  and  the  prefent  age  muft  be  for 
ever  contaminated  with  the  guilt  and  ignominy  of  having* 
witnefled  it.  In  this  dreadful  tranfa&ion  they  faw  concen- 
trated the  effect  of  thofe  principles,  puflied  to  their  utmoit 
extent,  which  fct  out  with  diflblving  all  the  bonds  by  which 
fociety  was  held  together — principles  cftabliftied  in  oppoG- 
tion  to  every  law  human  and  divine,  and  which,  prefump- 
tuoufly  relying  on  the  authority  of  wild  and  dcluflve  theories, 
rejected  all  the  advantages  of  the  wifdom  and  experience  of 
former^  ages,  and  even  the  facrcd  inft ructions  of  Revcla- 
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tion."    After  indulging  himfclf  long  in  this  fort  of  declaim^ 
tlon,  Mr.  Pitt  adverted  to  the  papers  before  the  houfe* 
During  the  whole  fummer,  (he  affirmed)  while  France  had 
been  engaged  in  tlie  war  with  Auftria  and  Pruflia,  his  ma- 
•jefty  had  in  no  fhape  departed  from  the  neutrality  which  he 
had  engaged  to*  obferve.    But  what  had  been  the  conduct  of 
the  French  ?    The  firft  inftance  of  their  fuccefe  in  Savoy 
had  been  fufficient  to  demonftrate  the  infinccrity  of  their 
afTurances,  and  to  unfold  the  plan  of  their  ambition.  They 
had  immediately  refolved  to  annex  it  for  ever  to  their  do- 
minions.   That  they  might  not  leave  any  doubt  of  their 
intentions,  by  a  formal  decree  they  had  ftated  their  plan  of 
overturning  every  government ;  threatening  deflru&ion  to* 
all  who  refufed  that  fraternization,  which,  by  a  horrid 
mockery,  they  pretended  to  offer.    They  had  rendered 
the  Netherlands  a  province,  in  fubftance  as  wclfas  in  name, 
to  France ;  and  they  had  (hewn  a  difpofition  to  add  to  its 
territory  every  country  which  (hould  be  (b  unfortunate  as 
to  experience  the  force  of  its  arms ;  for  the  wild  and  de- 
ftru&ive  ambition  of  the  prefent  rulers  of  France  was  li- 
mited only  by  their  power.    Some  pretended  explanations 
had  indeed  been  given  of  the  decree  of  the  19th  of  Novem- 
ber ;  but,  as  had  been  already  dated  by  the  noble  fecretary 
of  ftate,  they  contained  only  an  avowal  and  a  repetition  of 
the  offence.    The  whole  of  their  language,  inflitutions, 
and  conduit,  had  been  directed  to  the  fubverfion  of  every 
government.     To  monarchy  particularly  they  had  teftified 
the  moll  violent  and  decided  enmity  :  the  bloody  fentence, 
executed  by  the  hand  of  the  aflaflin  againft  their  late  mo- 
-  narch,  was  pafied  againft  the  fovereigns  of  all  countries. 
No  political  aflbciatkm  in  this  kingdom,  however  contemp- 
tible, had  fent  addrcfles  containing  fentiments  of  fedition 
and  trcafon  to  their  aflembly  which  had  not  been  received 
with  even  a  tUgrec  of  theatrical  extravagance,  and  cheriflied 
with  all  the  enthufiafm  of  congenial  feeling. — In  relation  to 
the  violated  rights  of  his  majefly  and  his  allies,  involved  irr 
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die  queftion  relative  to  the  Scheld,  he  aflcrted  the  excluCvc 
claim  of  the  Dutch  to  the  navigation  of  that  river,  guaran- 
teed by  the  mod  folemn  treaties j  to  which  the  French,  wh** 
could  have  no  pretence  to  interfere  in  this  matter  but  in  the 
a  flume  d  character  of  fovereigns  of  the  Low  Countries,  or 
arbiters  of  Europe,  oppofed  certain  vifionary  theoretic  prin- 
ciples, fuch  as  dedroyed  the  force  of  all  pofitive  obligations, 
though  they  had  repeatedly  pledged  themfelves  to  the  ob- 
fervance  of  all  the  fubGfting  treaties.  He  granted  that  the 
Dutch  had  naade  no  formal  requifition  of  fupport  in  actual 
ctrcum&ances,  contenting  themfelves  with  protefting  againft 
the  invafion  of  their  rights  j  but,  becaufe  they  were  timid, 
were  we  to  leave  them  expofed  to  the  certain  ruin  that 
awaited  them  ?— The  French  had  dated  that  they  would 
evacuate  the  Netherlands  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war. 
Upon  a  promife  fo  illufory  there  could  not  be  placed  the 
fm a  11  eft  dependence  ;  and  they  had  made  no  apology  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  received  feditious  addrefles  from 
this  country.  Thefe  addreffes  they  received  as  exprefltve  of 
thefentimentsof  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  the  great  ma- 
jority of  whom,  he  was  happy  to  fay,  detefted  the  princi- 
ples contained  in  them.  Thus  m  all  thofe  three  aflurances 
which  they  had  given — id,  Of  their  intention  to  reject  any 
fyftem  of  aggrandizement ;  2dly,  To  abftain  from  their  in- 
terfering in  the  government  of  any  neutral  country ;  and 
3dly,  To  refpc&  the  rights  of  his  majefty  and  his  allies, 
they  had  entirely  failed,  and  on  every  point  completely  re* 
verfed  that  line  of  conduct  which  they  had  fo  folemnly 
pledged  themfelves  to  adopt.  In  the  paper  tranfmitted  by 
the  executive  council,  they  had  given  their  ultimatum,  fo 
that  we  mud  either  accept  the  fatis£a£tion  they  offer,  or  a 
war  mud  be  the  confequence.  As  to  the  time,  the  precife 
moment,  he  mould  not  pretend  to  fix  it.  A  fatiefa£to;y 
explanation  would  not  even  now  be  refufed ;  but  he  mould 
Receive  them  if  he  ihould  (ay  that  lie  thought  any  fuch  ex- 
planation 
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planatioo  would  be  given,  or  that  a  war  could  be  avoided.'1 
He  then  moved  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  majefty  in  the; 
ufual  form. 

A  moft  animated  debate  enfued.  Mr.  Whitbread  denied 
«  that  the  barbarities  imputed  to  France  were  the  neceflary 
confequences  of  the  French  revolution.,  or  of  republican 
principles.  To  the  condu&  of  the  powers  combined  againft 
the  liberties  of  France,  to  the  fanguinary  manifeftoes  of  the 
duke  of  Brunfwic,  might  they  be,  without  hefitation,  afcrib- 
e4.  Thefe  manifeftoes  bore  rather  the  (lamp  and  character 
of  thofe  Gothic  and  Scythian  invaders,  with  whom  to  con- 
quer  and  deftroy  were  the  fame,  than  of  the  enlightened 
fpirit  of  the  eighteenth  century.  They  breathed  the  fury 
of  an  Attila,  whofe  emphatical  boa  (I,  as  recorded  hy  a 
celebrated  hiitorian,  was—*  Where  Attila's  horfe  fets  hi*  • 
foot  the  grafs  never  grows.'  The  balance  of  power  was 
faid  to  be  endangered  by  the  aggrandizement  of  France.; 
but  were  any  apprehenfions  entertained  on  this  fubjeel:  when 
France  was  over-run  by  the  arms  of  Pruflia  and  Auftria  ?  ; 

any  fymptoms  of  uneafinefs  apparent  when  the  em- 
prefs  of  Ruflia,  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  fummer,  took  pof- 
iefSon  of  Poland  ?  But  the  principles  of  France  were  faid 
0  enhance,  if  not  to  conftitute,  the  danger.:  Surety  the 
principles  of  defpotifm,  propagated  by  the  fword,  were  not 
]efs  dangerous  than  thofe  of  Hcentioufnefs.  To  demand 
that  the  French  troops  fhould  evacuate  their  conquefts,  in 
order  to  pave  the  way  to  negociation  with  us,  was  the 
height  of  infolence. — A  hard  neceflny  indeed,  fhould  he 
conceive  it,  for  Great  Britain  to  be  forced  into  a  war  to 
maintain  for  the  benefit  of  the  Dutch  the  exclufive  navi- 
gation of  the  Scheld  for  the  exclufive  navigation  of  that 
river  had  been  eftablifhed  by  force,  and  confented  to  by 
weakneft.  At  leaft  we  had  a  right  to  expe&  fomc  precife 
requiGtion  of  the  Dutch  for  the  ailiftance  ftipulated  by 
treaty ;  but  the  minifter  acknowledged  that  no  fuch  de- 
mand had  been  made.  On  the  contrary,  in  a  proclamation 
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iSaed  by  the  States  General  fo  late  as  the  10th  of  January 
laft,  they  exprefsly  declare  themfehres  to  be  at  peace,  in 
•confequence  of  the  ftri&  neutrality  they  had  obferved.  The 
decree  of  November  he  would  not  defend,  "but  the  expla- 
nation of  it  was  fuch  as  to  take  away  all  ferioue  apprehen- 
iions  of  injury  deiigned  to  this  country*  Haying  gone 
^through  the  matter  contained  in  the  papers,  Mr.  Whitbread 
declared  he  could  find  no  j unification  of  the  conduct  of 
adminiftration.  He  thought  the  maintenance  of  peace  in 
the  power  of  the  miniftry,  in  perfect  oonfiftency  with  the 
honor,  dignity,  and  interefts  of  shis  country  ;  but  theif 
conduct  and  words  denoted  war.  He  had  ftill,  however* 
an  hope  of  peace  remaining.  Tiiat  hope  was  founded  on 
the  knowledge  he  had  ot  the  character  of  his  roajefty's 
prefent  fervanta.  He  knew  that  -they  had  the  faculty  of  en- 
larging or  reducing  objects  precisely  to  the  form  in  which 
they  wifhed  to  confidcr  them.  That  atone  time  the  fottrefc 
of  Oczakow  had  deranged  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  ; 
at  another  the  whole  kingdom  of  Poland  had  been  thrown 
in  without  making  a  vibration  in  their  political  beam*  He 
knew  that  they  had  never  advanced  too  far  to  recede ;  that 
they  had  never  threatened  too  much  to  retreat.  The  vcrfa- 
tility  and  weaknefe  of  (heir  couniek,  though  it  mfpired  this 
hope,  made  it  neverthelefs,  he  confefled,  a  faint  and  defpe- 
rate  one  ;  and  he  concluded  with  laying  he  could  not  give 
his  affent  to  the  addrefs.,, 

Mr.  Fox  commenced  a  very  energetic  fpeech  by  corn* 
plaining  of  the  grofs  mifreprefentations  and  mifconflru£ti* 
ons  of  what  he  and  thofe  who  thought  with  him  had  fpoken 
during  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  fcffiou.  They  were  calum- 
niated as  partifans  of  France,  and  as  the  worft  enemies  of 
the  country.  This  only  ferved  to  fhew  that  they  were  en- 
gaged in  a  fervice  of  danger  as  well  as  honor  >  and  if  he 
Concealed  his  fentiments,  or  defcrtcd  his  ftation,  from  any 


3 


GEORGE  III. 


motive  of  intimidation,  he  fhould  betray  his  truft,  and  -de- 
grade his  chara&er.  * 

Mr.  Fox  allowed  that  the  trial  and  execution  of  the 
French  monarch  were  a&s  of  the  grofleft  inhumanity  and 
injuftice.    But  the  invariable  maxim  of  policy  was,  that 
crimes  perpetrated  in  one  independent  (late  were  not  cog- 
nizablc  in  another.    Had  we  not  treated,  and  even  formed 
alliances,  with  Portugal  and  with  Spain  at  the  very  time 
thofe  kingdoms  were  difgraced  and  polluted  by  the  moft 
barbarous  a&s  of  fuperftition  and  cruelty— of  racks,  tor- 
ture, and  fjrc,  under  the  abominable  tyranny  of  the  Inqui- 
fition  ?    Much  of  the  enormities  committed  by  France  had 
been  with  great  probability  afcribed  to  the  attack  of  the 
combined  powers.    This,  however,  he  would  neither  urge 
as  an  excufe  or  a  palliation  ;  but  he  would  aver  that  a  com- 
bination more  dangerous  to  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  and 
the  liberties  of  mankind,  had  never  been  formed.    It  had 
been  faid  that  Austria  was  not  the  aggreflbr  in  the  war  with 
France.    Had  thofe  who  faid  fo  feen  the  Declaration  of 
Filnitz  ?    Let  them  look  at  that  declaration,  take  the 
golden  rule,  of  putting  themfelves  in  the  fituation  of  the 
French,  and  then  pronounce  upon  the  queftion  of  aggref- 
Con. — He  would  not  go  over  the  atrocious  manifeftoes  that 
preceded  or  followed  the  march  of  the  combined  armies. 
There  was  not  a  man.  in  the  houfe,  or  at  lead  but  one, 
who  would  attempt  to  defend  them.    But  thefe  it  fecmed 
were  not  to  be  executed — he  hoped  they  were  not ;  but  the 
only  fecurity  he  knew  of  was,  that  thofe  who  ifiued  them 
had  not  the  means.     Mr.  Fox  dated  the  grounds  of  the 
war  to  be  three — The  opening  of  the  Scheld  5  the  decree  of 

November 

•  The  high  popularity  of  Mr.  Pitt  at  this  crifi%  and  the  extreme  unpo- 
pularity, refentment,  and  even  national  rage,  displayed  againft  Mr.  Fox, 
(for  nations  are  no  lefs  fubjed  to  paroxyfms  of  paflion  than  individual?,)  re- 
calls to  recolle<2ion  a  famous  anecdote  of  antiquity.  **  The  Athenians,'* 
faid  Dcmofthenes  to  Phocion,  41  will  in  fome  £t  of  phrenzy  put  you  to 
d-ath  ,T-^«  And  you,"  replied  Phocion,  «'  fhould  they  recover  their  fenles." 
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November  19    and  the  danger  to  Europe  from  the  pro- 
grcfs  of  the  French  arms.    As  to  the  jir/t,  minifters  did 
not,  and  could  not  Hate  that  the  Dutch  had  called  upon  us 
to  fulfil  the  terms  of  our  alliance.    The  plain  truth  was, 
that  to  force  the  Dutch  into  a  war  at  fo  much  peril  to  them, 
which  they  faw  and  dreaded,  was  not  to  fulfil  but  to  abufe 
the  treaty ;  and  the  conduct  of  minifters,  as  to  this  ground 
of  complaint,  was  wholly  difingcnuous.     Secondly,  The 
decree  of  the  19th  of  November  he  regarded  as  an  infult, 
and  the  explanation  of  the  executive  council  as  no  adequate 
fatisfa&ion.     But  the  explanation,  imperfeft  as  it  was, 
Ihewed  that  the  French  were  not  difpofed  to  infift  upon  that 
decree,  and  that  they  were  inclined  to  peace.  It  was  fureljr 
the  extreme  of  arrogance  to  complain  of  infult  without 
deigning  to  ftate  the  nature  of  the  reparation  required. 
When  it  was  faid  we  muft  have  fecurity,  we  ought  at  leaft 
to  tell  them  what  that  word  was  meant  to  import.  Thirdly, 
With  refpeft  to  the  danger  of  Europe  and  the  balance  of 
power,  we  had  feen  the  entire  conqueft  of  Poland,  and  the 
invafion  of  France,  with  fuch  marked  indifference,  that  it 
would  be  difficult  now  to  take  it  up  with  the  grace  of  fince- 
rity.    For  fatisfa&ion  upon  this  point  we  had  demanded  no 
lefs  than  the  immediate  withdrawmcnt  of  the  French  trbops 
from-the  Auftrian  Netherlands.    Were  we  then  come  to 
this  pitch  of  infolence  as  to  fay  to  France — c  You  have 
conquered  a  part  of  an  enemy's  territory  who  made  war  up- 
on you.    We  would  not  interfere  at  your  requcft  to  medi- 
ate a  peace,  but  we  now  require  you  to  abandon  the  advan- 
tages you  have  gained,  while  he  is  preparing  to  attack  you 
artew'i — Was  this  the  neutrality  we  meant  to  hold  out  to 
France — «  If  you  are  invaded  and  beaten  we  will  be  quiet 
fpe&ators,  but  if  you  defeat  your  enemy,  if  you  enter  his 
territory,  we  declare  war  againft  you' T  That  the  invafion 
of  the  Netherlands  ought  to  alarm  us,  if  the  rcfult  of  that 
invafion  v/as  to  make  the  country  an  appendage  to  France, - 
tl\ere  could  be  no  doubt.    The  French  had  promiicd  to 
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evacuate  the  country  at  the  conclufion  of  the  war  :  Was  tru* 
naked  promife  fufficient  ?  Certainly  not.  But  it  was  for 
us  to  date  candidly  and  explicitly  the  fecurity  which  would 
be  deemed  fufficient.  What  fecurity  would  they  he  able  to 
£ive  us  after  a  war  which  they  could  not  give  now  ?  Was 
it  clear  that  they  would  refufe  that  fecurity,  if  we  would 
condefcend  to  j>ropofe  it  to  them  in  intelligible  terms  ? 

But  all  thefe  grounds  of  hoftility   againft  France, 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  4iffered  totally  from  the  avowed  objed  of 
the  combined  armies,  our  eventual  allies  in  this  war; 
which  was  no  left  than  the  deftru&ion  of  the  republican 
government  of  France  recently  eftablifhed.    To  this,  then, 
we  came  at  laft — that  >we  were  afhamed  to  own  engaging  to 
aid  the  reftoration  of  defpotifm,  and  collufively  fought  pre^ 
text  in  the  Scheld  and  the  Netherlands.    In  all  deciftons  on 
peace  or  war,  it  was  important  to  consider  what  we  might 
Jofe  and  what  we  could  gain.    Extenfion  of  territory  was 
neither  expe&ed  nor  eligible.   On  the  other  hand,  would 
any  man  fay  that  the  events  of  war  might  not,  with  too 
great  probability,  produce  a  change  in  the  internal  ftate  of 
Holland,  and  the  political  fituation  of  the  ftadrholder,  too 
afflidling  to  anticipate  ?    Was  the  ftate  of  Ireland  fuch  as 
to  make  war  defirable  i  Thi6  was  faid  to  be  a  fubjedi  too 
delicate  to  touch  upon ;  but  he  approved  not  of  that  delicacy 
which  taught  men  to  fhut  their  eyes  to  danger.    The  ftate 
of  Ireland  was  indeed  alarming,  the  grofs  mifcondu&  of 
adminiftration  having  brought  the  government  and  legifla- 
lure  into  contempt  in  the  eyes  of  .the  people,    Jle  hoped 
the  plan  to  be  purfued  would  be  conciliatory  $  that  conceifion 
to  the  claims  of  tlie  people  would  be  deemed  wifdom  5  and 
the  time  of  danger,  contrary  to  the  maxims  of  policy  hi- 
therto adopted,  the  fit  time  for  reform. — After  a  moft  able 
and  eloquent,  though  unavailing,  fpeech  from  this  truly- 
great  and  iliuftrious  ftatefman,  the  qucftion  was  put,  and 
the  addrefc  carried  without  a  diviflon. 
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A  very  few  days  fubfequent  to  this  debate  the  intelligence 
was  received  that  France  had  declared  war  againft  Great 
Britain  and  Holland  ;  and,  on  the  I  ith  of  February,  1 793, 
a  royal  meffage  was  delivered  to  the  two  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment, announcing,  «  That  the  affembly  now  exercifinj 
the  powers  of  government  in  France  have,  without  previous 
notice,  directed  a&s  of  hoftility  to  be  committed  againft  the 
perfons  and  property  of  his  majefty's  fubjcdls,  in  breach 
of  the  law  of  nations,  and  of  the  mod  pofitive  ftipulation* 
of  treaty ;  and  have  fince,  on  the  moft  groundlefs  pretences* 
actually  declared  war  againft  his  majefty  and  the  United 
Provinces.  Under  the  circum (lances. of  this  nuavton  and 
unprovoked  aggrejjion  his  majefty  had  taken  the  neceflary 
fteps  to  maintain  the  honor  of  his  crrwn>  and  to  vindicate  the 
rights  of  his  people.  And  his  majefty  relies  with  confidence 
on  the  firm  and  effectual  fupport  of  the  houfe  of  common?, 
and  on  the  zealous  exertions  of  a  brave  and  loyal  people,  in 
profecuting  a  ju/i  and  necejfary  war  j  and  in  endeavouring, 
under  the  blefling  of  Providence,  to  oppofe  an  effectual 
barrier  to  the  progrefs  of  a  Jyfiem  which Jiriies  at  the  fecurity 
and  peace  of  all  independent  nations,  and  is  purfued  in 
open  defiance  of  every  principle  of  moderation,  good  faith, 
humanity,  and  juftice.  In  a  caufe  of  fuch  general  concern 
Ills  majefty  has  every  reafon  to  hope  for  the  cordial  co-ope- 
ration of  thofe  powers  who  are  united  with  his  majefty  by 
the  ties  of  alliance,  or  who  feel  an  intereft  in  preventing  the 
ex  ten  Hon  of  anarchy  and  confuJtony  and  in  contributing  to  the 
Security  and  tranquillity  of  Europe.'* 

Such  is  the  famous  meflage,  upon  the  peculiar  phrafb 
contained  in  which  the  changes  have  fo  long  been  rung 
with  fo  much  noife  and  fo  little  meaning.  Upon  this  occ;> 
fion  Mr.  Pitt  contented  hjmfelf  with  examining  the  feverai 
articles  of  the  French  declaration  ;  and  he  concluded  with 
averting,  that  he  found  in  it  nothing  but  pretexts  and  alle- 
gations too  weak  to  require  refutation.  «  Wo  had,  he  faid, 
.    }n  every  inftancc,  obferved  the  ftri&eft  neutrality  with  rc- 
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fpcct  to  France.  We  have  pufhed  to  its  utmoft  extent  die 
fyftem  of  temperance  and  moderation.  We  have  waited  to 
the  laft  moment  for  fatisfactory  explanation."  He  then 
moved  the  addrefs  to  the  throne. 

Mr.  Fox  exprefied  his  aftonifhment  that  the  minifter 
Ihould  pretend  to  have  acted  on  a  fyftem  of  temperance  and 
moderation,  when  every  conciliatory  proportion  on  the  part 
of  the  French  had  been  difdainfully  rejected.  Every  ftep  on 
our  part  fecmed  to  indicate  a  <4efire  to  break  with  France. 
To  have  continued  earl  Gower  at  Paris  after  the  event  of  the 
xoth  of  Auguft  would  have  implied  no  recognition  of  the 
validity  of  the  government  which  fucceeded  to  the  mo- 
narchy, or  approbation  of  their  proceedings ;  and  it  was 
certainly  more  eligible  to  treat  with  thofe  who  excrcifed  the 
powers  of  government  in  a  direct  than  an  indirect  mode. 
As  the  prohibition  of  exporting  corn  to  France,  when  it 
was  allowed  to  other  countries,  was  a  pofitive.  infraction 
of  the  fubfifting  treaty  4  and  the  order  received  by 
M.  Chauvelin  to  depart  the  kingdom  was  an  aft  of  open 
hoftiiity  on  our  part  j  he  could  not  allow  the  declaration  of 
war  to  be  an  unprovoked  aggreffion  on  that  of  France.  He 
moved,  therefore,  a  fuitabie  amendment  to  the  propofe4 
addrefs. 

Mr.  Burke  pronounced  a  vehement  Philippic,  affording  a 
melancholy  contraft  to  the  fpceches  of  his  better  days. 
Among  other  extravagances,  he  took  upon  him  to  affirm 
that  the  members  of  oppofition  had  no  right  to  demand 
from  minifters  the  avowal  of  any  fpecific  object  as  ne- 
ccflary  to  the  j  unification  of  the  war.  For  his  part,  he 
had  never  heard  or  read  of  any  fuch  principle  in  theory,  or 
of  any  fuch  avowal  in  practice.  The  firft  qu  3  ft  ion  he  con- 
ceived to  be,  whether  there  was  juft  caufe  or  foundation 
for  the  war  ?  The  fecond,  how  it  (hould  be  carried  on  to 
the  greateft  effect  ? — In  no  inftance  whatever  had  any 
power,  at  the  commencement  of  a  war,  declared  what  the 
object  of  it  was.    It  was  contrary  to  the  policy  of  this  and 
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every  other  country :  it  was  never  heard  of.*  No  man, 
be  declared,  had  a  more  lively  fenfc  of  the  evils  of  war  thaa 
Jiimfelf.  A  war  with  France,  in  prefent  circumftances, 
mull  be  terrible  ;  but  peace  much  more  fo.  A  nation  that 
had  abandoned  all  its  valuable  diftin&ions,  arts,  fciences, 
religion,  law,  order — every  thing  but  the  fword,  was  mod 
dreadful  to  all  countries  compofed  of  citizens  who  only 
ufed  foldiers  as  a  defence.  He  had  no  hefitation  to  pro- 
nounce, as  in  the  Divine  prefence,  that  minifters  had  not 
precipitated  the  nation  into  a  war,  but  were  brought  to  it 
by  an  over-ruling  necefihy.  He  had  been  grieved  to  the 
foul,  for  four  years  paft,  that  hi3  utmoft  exertions  were  un- 
able to  produce,  upon  the  government  of  the  country,  or 
m  the  public  mind,  a  fenfc  of  the  danger  that  approached 
them.  At  length  the  infatuation  was  removed,— miniiiers 
awoke  to  the  peril  that  menaced  ;  and  he  pledged  himfelf, 
therefore,  to  give  them  his  clear,  Heady,  uniform,  unequi- 
vocal fupport.  If  any  charge  was  to  be  laid  to  the  fhare  of 
minifters,  it  was  that  of  too.  long  delay  j  but  in  his  early 
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*  The  effrontery  of  this  aflertion,  even  In  Mr.  Burke,  is  amazing ;  for  it 
is  an  incontrovertible  hiftorical  fad  that  the  prefent  is  the  only  war  fince  the 
Revolution  which  has  been  entered  upon  without  an  avowed  and  definite 
obje&.  Nothing  analogous  to  it  has  taken  place  in  our  annaU  fince  the  war 
againft  Holland  in  167a,  the  objed  of  whkh  was  never  avowed,  though 
well  known  to  be  the  fubverfion  of  the  exifting  government,  and  the  even- 
tual partition,  of  the  country.  The  objea  of  the  war  immediately  fucceed- 
ing  the  Revolution  was,  to  compel  France  to  a  recognition  of  the  new  fettle- 
ment.  Of  the  war  of  queen  Anne,  the  fcllitution  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy 
to  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria.  Of  the  war  of  1718,  the  evacuation  of  the  ifland 
of  Sicily  by  Spain  on  the  terms  of  the  Quadruple  Alliance.  Of  the  maritime 
war  0/1740,  the  renunciation  by  Spain  of  the  pretended  right  of  fcarch  in  the 
American  feas.  Of  the  continental  war,  the  defence  of  the  Prngmatic  Sanc- 
tion. Of  the  war  of  1755,  to  repel  the  encroachments  of  France  upon  the 
territorial  rights  of  our  colonies  in  North  America.  Of  the  AmericaA  war, 
the  efiabliihment  of  the  fupremacy  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  right  of  taxation 
over  the  fame  colonies.  Even  the  lift  of  our  wars,  that  with  the  Dutch  in 
1780,  had  a  fpecific  objcA,  infignificant  and  contemptible  as  it  confeflcdly 
was,  t»i*.  the  exemplary  puniihmcnt  of  the  pcnlionary  of  Amftc/dant^ 
M.  Van  Derkcl. 
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©ppohtion  to  the  views  and  proceedings  of  France,  he  was 
.convinced  that  he  was  not  accompanied  by  the  feelings  of 
the  nation ;  nor  was  it  till  full-blown  mifchief  had  alarmed 
the  people  and  roufed  the  king,  that  die  government  could 
have  had  a  proper  fupport.    From  thofc  men  who  could 
neither  vindicate  the  principles  nor  deny  the  power  of 
France,  yet  impeded  the  meafures  taken  to  fecure  us  againft 
that  power,  he  differed  fundamentally  and  eucntially,  in 
every  principle  of  morals,  in  every  principle  of  manners, 
fentiment,  difpofition,  and  in  tafte.    France,  he  faid,  had 
been  for  fome  time  in  a  continual  feries  of  hoftile  a&s 
againft  this  country,  both  internal  and  external.    Firfi>  tt 
directed  its  purfuits  to  univerfal  empire,  under  the  name 
of  fraternization,  to  overturn  the  fabric  of  our  laws  and 
government ;  after  this  it  invented  a  new  law  of  nations, 
fubfidiary  to  that  intention  \  then  acted  upon  that  law ; 
next  it  directed  the  principal  operations  of  that  law  to 
Great  Britain ;  and,  laftly,  eftabliflied  a  horrible  tyranny 
within  itfelf,  chafed  every  honed  perfon  out  of  it,  held  up 
temptations  mod  feduc~tive  to  the  unenlightened  lower  or- 
der of  all  countries,  and  furnifhed  inftruments  for  the 
overthrow  of  their  government.    The  putting  the  king  of 
France  to  death  was  done  not  as  an  example  to  France, 
not  to  extinguifh  the  race — not  to  put  an  end  to  monarchy, 
but  as  a  terror  to  monarchs,  and  particularly  to  the  mo- 
narch of  Great  Britain.    This  new-created  empire  of  theirs 
was  only  fecondary  to  the  accomplishment  of  their  plans 
of  making  all  governments.  War  with  the  chateau,  and 
peace  with  the  cottage,  was  the  bafis  of  their  new  fydern. 
Atheifm,  he  faid,  was  the  centre  from  which  ray  out  all 
their  mifchief  and  villany  ;  and  they  proceeded  to  eftablifh 
it  with  the  fword.     He  readily  allowed  that  this  was  the 
mod  dangerous  war  we  were  ever  engaged  in  ;  that  we 
were  to  contend  with  a  fet  of  men  now  inured  to  warfare, 
and  led  on  by  cnthufiafm  and  the  order  of  conqued  to  fuch 
a  degree,  thut  they  v/trc  willing  to  bavtej;  arts,  commerce^ 
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induftry,  manufactures,  and  civilization  itfelf,  for  the 
fword.  The  alliances  we  may  form  give,  however,  a  good 
profpec"fc  of  fubduing  them  ;  whereaa,  were  they  allowed  to- 
proceed,  we  may  (ingly,  and  in  the  end,  become  their 
cafy  prey.  The  right  honorable  gentleman  (Mr*  Fox)  had 
fpoken  with  Come  afperity  of  an  intention  in.  minifters  to  re* 
(lore  the  ancient  government.  He  would*  not  compare  that 
government  with  the  government  of  Great  Britain  \  but 
certain  he  was  that  it  would  be  felicity  and  comfort  com- 
pared with  the  prefent  (late  of  tyranny  exercifed  in  France. 
Their  enormities*  have  already  produced  univerfar  raifery  v 
their  rmfery  will  drive  them  to  defpair ;  and  out  of  that 
defpair  they  will  look  for  a  remedy  in  the  dedru&ion  of  all' 
other  countries,  and  particularly  that  of  Great  Britain* 

Pofterity  will  judge  of  the  dillempered  (late  of  the  public 
mind  at  this  period,  when  the  fuccefltve  fpeeches  uttered 
by  this  eloquent  madman  (and  on  the  comparison  there  is 
fcarcety  any  difcernible  difference  between  them)  were  re* 
ceived  with  the  higheft  demonftratione  of  admiration  and 
applaufe, — the  houfe  unfortunately  thinking  themfelves  en- 
lightened by  his  arguments,  when  they  were  only  inflamed 
by  his  inve£tives. 

To  the  prefent  harangue  Mr.  Sheridan  made  a  mod  fpi- 
rited  reply.  "  A  dread  of  France,"  fa  id  this  fpeaker, 
"  ought  unquedionably,  as  we  are  truly  and  emphatically 
told,  to  be  a  fundamental  principle  in  the  mind  of  a  Britidi 
ifytefman.  No  alteration  in  her  government  can  change 
this  principle,  or  ought  to  fufpend  this  apprehenfion.  But 
who  was  the  gentleman  fo  peculiarly  tenacious  of  this  creed  I 
— the  only  man  in  all  England  who  had  held  the  directly 
contrary  do&rine.  Had  he  forgotten,  or  could  that  houfe  at 
lead  have  forgotten,  that,  in  his  firft  contemptuous  revil- 
ings  of  the  French  revolution,  he  had  exprefsly  fcorned  and 
infulted  them  as  a  nation  extinguiftied  for  ever,  and  blotted 
out  of  the  map  of  Europe  ?  The  hidorian  had  merely  to 
record—-*  Gailos  olim  bcllo  floruitfe.'    If  the  confxdency 
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of  the  honorable  gentleman  could  be  matter  of  regular 
queftion  in  that  houfe,  he  fcrupled  not  to  affert  that  there 
was  fcarcely  an  iota  of  his  new  principles  to  which  there 
waa  not  a  recorded  contradiction  in  his  former  profeffions. 

«  The  honorable  gentleman  fcorned  to  put  the  queftior* 
upon  fo  mean  an  iflue  as,  whether  the  hoftile  overt-a£s 
committed  by  France  had  been  fufRciently  explained  and 
difavowed  to  this  country  :  it  was  a  war  againft  the  princi- 
ples of  the  French  government  we  were  to  engage  in  ; 
and  therefore  it  followed,  that  it  was  to  be  a  war  to  exter- 
minate cither  them  or  their  principles.  This  do&rine  he 
thought  both  wild  and  deteftable but,  admitting  that  it 
waa  right,  the  honorable  gentleman  muft  extend  his  fcorn 
and  obloquy  to  the  minifter  and  his  adherents  as  well  as  to 
the  oppofers  of  the  war ;  for,  though  they  differed  in  their 
conclufion,  they  had  difcufled  the  grounds  of  the  war  pre- 
cifely  on  the  fame  principle  and  footing.  The  honorable 
gentleman  differed  equally  from  both  :  and  in  this  view  he 
thought  it  uncandid  and  unwarrantable  in  the  minifter  to 
liften  in  filcnce  to  thefe  inflammatory  rants,  and  even  to  en- 
courage die  war-wh*>op  of  a  man  breathing  vengeance  and 
cturuttion— * 

Quo  nonprxflantlor  alter 
JErc  c!crc  viros,  martemquc  acccndcrc  carta.  Vine. 

«  But  the  ambition  of  France,  and  her  aggreflions  againft 
this  country i  were  not,  according  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, the  chief  of  her  offences :  Religion  demanded  that 
we  mould  avenge  her  caufe  j  athcifm  was  avowed  and  pro- 
feffed  in  France.  Was  it  not,  however,  notorious,  that 
almoft  all  the  men  and  women  of  rank  and  falhion  in 
France,  including  the  far  greater  part  of  the  prefent  emi- 
grant nobility,  whofe  piety  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
eager  to  contraft  with  republican  infidelity,  were  the  ge- 
nuine and  zealous  followers  of  Voltaire  and  Rouffeau  ? 
And  if  the  lower  .orders  were  ultimate!;-  perverted,  it  was 
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by  their  precept  and  example.  The  atheifm,  therefore,  of 
the  new  fyftem,  as  oppofed  to  the  piety  of  the  old,  was 
one  of  the  weakeft  arguments  he  had  yet  heard  in  favor  of 
this  mad,  political,  and  religious  crufadc.— Mr.  Sheridan 
obferved  that  the  honorable  gentleman  had  never  made  any 
allowance  for  the  novelty  of  that  fituation  in  which  France 
flood  after  the  definition  of  its  old  arbitrary  government. 
It  was  an  unalterable  truth  that  defpotifm  degrades  and  de- 
praves human  nature,  and  renders  its  fubje&s,  on  the  firft 
recovery  of  their  rights,  unfit  for  the  exercife  of  them.  In 
the  firft  wildnefs  of  liberty  they  would  probably  dafh  their 
broken  chains,  to  the  prefent  injury  of  themfelves,  and  of 
all  who  were  near  them.  Still  he  feared  the  enemy  lefs 
than  our  allies— For  who  were  thofe  allies  ?  What  had 
been  their  conduct  ?  Could  the  honorable  gentleman  for- 
get his  character  of  the  Polifh  revolution  ?  Who  had 
marred  that  lovely  profpect,  and  annihilated  the  faireft 
offspring  of  virtue  and  valor  ? — thofe  allies  who  were  the 
chofen,  aflbciated,  and  bofom  counsellors  in  the  future 
e fForts  of  this  deluded  nation." 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Fox  was,  after  a  long  and  in- 
terefting  difcuflion,  negatived,  and  the  addrefs,  as  moved 
by  the  minifter,  carried  without  a  divifion. 

The  debates  in  the  houfe  of  peers  during  this  feffion 
were  too  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  commons  to  render  a  minute 
narration  of  them  necefiary.  From  the  great  defection  ex- 
perienced by  the  Whig  party,  the  numbers  of  the  oppofition 
were  reduced  very  low  indeed  •,  but  the  abilities  of  the 
marquis  of  Lanfdown,  the  lords  Lauderdale,  Moira* 
Guildford,  &c.  gave  them  both  animation  and  intereft. 
On  occafion  of  the  addrefs  moved  by  lord  Grenville  in  re- 
ply to  the  menage  from  the  throne,  the  earl  of  Lauderdale 
propofed  an  amendment  coincident  with  that  of  Mr.  Fox. 
Lord  Stanhope,  who  fpoke  on  the  fame  fide,  very  properly 
called  the  attention  of  the  houfc  to  the  fecond  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1786,  by  which  it  is  exprefsly  declared,  that  in 
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cafe  of  any  fubje&  of  mifunderftanding  arifing  betwenr* 
the  two  nations,  the  fending  away  the  ambaffador  refidenf 
at  either  court  fhould  be  deemed  a  rupture.  The  marquis 
of  Lanfciown  fupponed  the  preceding  fpeakers  in  their  ge- 
neral argument*  againft  the  war.  "  Who,"  faid  the  noble 
lord,  «  are  the  aggreflbrs — they  who  kept  a  minifter,  or  they^ 
who  difmifled  him  ? — they  who  offered  to  explain,  or  they 
who  refufed  to  hear  ? — they  who  offered  to  go  on  and  trade 
in  amity,  or  they  who  prohibited  the  exportation  of  grain 
to  them  while  it  was  open  to  the  reft  of  the  world  ?"  The- 
addrefs  at  length  pafled  in  the  affirmative,  without  a- 
divifion. 

On  the  1 8th  of  February  Mr.  Fox  brought  forward  a  fet 
of  refolutions,  ftating  in  clear  and  fpecific  language  the 
fentiments  of  the  friends  pf  peace,  and  the  grounds  of  dif- 
ference between  minifters  and  tfie  members  of  oppofition. 
They  were  precifely  as  follow  :  . 

Firft,  That  it  is  not  for  the  honor  or  intereft  of  Great 
Britain  to  make  war  upon  France,  on  account  of  the  inter- 
nal circumftances.  of  that  country,  for  the  purpofe  either 
of  fupprefltrtg  or  punifliing  any  opinions  or  principles,  how. 
ever  pernicious  in  their  tendency,  which  may  prevail  there  \ 
or  of  eftabliming  among  the  French  people  any  particular 
form  of  government. 

Secondly,  That  the  particular  complaints  which  hare 
been  made  againft.  the  conduct  of*  the  French  government 
are  not  of  a  nature  to  juftify  war  in  the  firil  inftancc,  with- 
out  having  attempted  to  obtain  redrefs  by  negotiation. 

Thirdly,  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe,  that  in  the  late 
negociation  .between  his  majelty's  minifters  and  the  agents 
of  the  French  government  the  faid  minifters  did  not  take 
fuch  meafurcs-  as  were  likely  to  procure  redrefs,  without 
a  rupture,  for  the  grievances  of  which  they  complained  5 
and,  particularly,  that  they  never  dated  diftincUy  to  the 
French  government  any  terms  and  conditions,  the  accek 
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Hon  to  which,  on  the  part  of  France,  would  induce  his  ma-* 
jcfty  to  perfevere  in  a  fyftem  of  neutrality. 

Fourthly,  That  it  does  not  appear  that  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe,  and  the  rights  of  independent  nations,  which 
have  been  dated  as  grounds  of  war  againft  France,  have 
been  attended  to  by  his  majefty's  minifters  in  the  caf* 
of  Poland,  in  the  invafion  of  which  unhappy  country,  both 
in  the  laft  year  and  more  recently,  the  moil  open  contempt 
of  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  moil  unjuftifiable  fpirit  of 
aggrandifemeht,  have  been^  manifefted,  without  having  pro- 
duced, fo  far  as  appears  to  this  houfe,  any  reraonftrance 
from  his  majefty's  minifters. 

Fifthly,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  his  majefty's  minifters,  hi 
the  prefent  c  rifts,  to  advife  his  majefty  againft  entering  into 
engagements  which  may  prevent  Great  Britain  from  making 
a  feparate  peace  whenever  the  interefts  of  his  majefty  and 
his  people  may  render  fuch  a  meafure  advifable,  or  which 
may  countenance  an  opinion  in  Europe  that  his  majefty  is 
atting  in  concert  with  other  powers,  for  the  unjuftifiable 
purpofe  of  compelling  the  people  of  France  to  fubmit  to  a 
form  of  government  not  approved  by  that  nation. 

A  debate  not  lefs  vehement  than  the  former  took  place  ; 
and,  upon  a  divifion,  the  members  appeared  to  be  270  who 
voted  for  the  previous  queftion,  againft  44  who  fupported 
the  motion. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  February,  Mr.  Grey  moved  an  addrefs  to 
the  throne,  containing  a  mafterly  and  comprehenfive  view 
of  the  whole  fubjecl-matter  of  difpute.  It  concluded  with 
ftating  the  ftriking  truth,  That  the  calamities  of  fuch  a  war 
as  was  now  commenced — a  war  of  vengeance,  and  not  df 
neceflity— muft  be  aggravated,  in  the  cftimation  of  every 
rational  mind,  by  rxflecling  on  the  peculiar  advantages  of! 
that  fortunate  fituation  we  had  fo  unwifely  abandoned. 

Mr.  Pitt,  in  a  few  words,  declaring  that  this  fubjecl 
required  no  further  difculBon,  the  motion  of  JVIr.  Grey  Was 
immediately  negatived  without  a  divilion. 

c  a  Unbounded 
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Unbounded  obloquy  having  been  thrown  on  the  view 
and  characters  of  thofe  who  had  oppofcd  the  mcafures  of 
adminiftration,  Mr.  Sheridan,  on  the  4th  of  March,  moved, 
That  the  Hbufe  fhould  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  to  con- 
lider  of  the  feditious  practices,  &c.  referred  to  in  his  majefty's 
fpeech;  declaring,  at  the  fame  time,  openly  and  freely,  that 
his  intention  was  to  inftitute  a  rigorous  inquiry  into  the 
truth  of  the  reports  fo  infidiouffy  circulated.  The  motion  of 
Mr.  Sheridan  was  negatived  without  a  diviOon ;  but  it  had 
the  firft  fcnfible  effect  on  the  public  mind,  in  exonerating  the 
oppofition  from  the  calumnies  to  which  they  had.  been  fo' 
long  expofed,  and  *  in  weakening  the  belief  of  many  re- 
f  peel  able  perfons  in  the  reality  of  thofe  pretended  fecret  ma- 
chinations againil  the  government  which  mini  fie rs,  as 
Mr.  Sheridan  declared  himfelf  confident,  had  denounced' 
for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  public 
from  the  actual  itate  of  things,  and  to  betray  them  blindly 
and  with  greater  facility  into  a  war. 

On  the  1 5th  of  the  fame  month,  tlie  attorney-general,  fir 
John  Scott,  introduced  his  famous  "  Traitorous  Corre- 
lpondence  Bill,"  by  which  it  was  not  only,  according  to  the 
precedent  of  former"  bills  pafled  at  the  commencement  of 
former  wars,  declared  to  be  high-treafon  to  fupply  the  ex- 
ifting  government  of  France  with  military  (lores,  &c.  but 
alfo  to  purcfiafe  lands  of  inheritance  in  France,  to  inveft 
money  in  any  of  die  French  funds,  and  many  other  novef 
and  arbitrary  regulations.  This  bill  met  with  much  oppo- 
fition, and  fcveral  of  the  claufes  of  it  were  modified  and 
mitigated  in  its  pafiage  through  the  two  houfes. 

At  this  period  of  the  feflion>  alfo>  Mr.  Pitt  brought  for- 
ward his  annual  ftatement  of  finance  ;  and  fcarcely  had  the 
war  commenced,  when  a  debt  of  fix  millions  was  incurred 
and  funded, — the  temporary  taxes  impofed  for  defraying  the 
expenfe  of  the  Spanifh  armament  being  now  made  perma- 
nent. Soon  after  which,  the  two  houfes  adjourned  for  the 
Eafter  recefs. 
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During  this  interval,  it  may  be  proper  to  transfer  our 

attention  to  the  ftate  of  affairs  on  the  Continent. 

•- 

In  the  courfe  of  ,the  winter,  general  Dumouriez  had 
propofed  to  the  Executive ''Council  to  take  pofieflion  of 
Maeftricht,  without  which  he  alleged  neither  the  paflage  of 
the  Meufe  nor  the  territory  of  Liege  could  be  defended.; 
engaging,  by  mapifefto,  to  reftore  it  to  the  Dutch  at  the 
,end  of  the  war.    That  important  city  being  then  wholly 
unprepared  for  defence,  the  attempt  was  no  doubt  extremely 
feafible  ;  but  the  government  of  France,  with  a  firmnefs 
which  (bowed  their  reluctance  to  break  with  the  maritime 
powers,  refilled  this  great  temptation,  and  exprefsly  com- 
manded she  general  to  preferve  the  ftri&eft  neutrality  to- 
wards the  United  Provinces.    No  fooner  was  war  decided 
upon  than  general  Dumouriez  haftened  to  put  into  executions 
the  plan  he  had  formed,  to  advance  with  a  body  of  troops 
polled  at  the  Moerdyke,  and,  juafking  Breda  and  Gertruy- 
<lenburg  on  the  right,  an,4  Bergen-op-zoom,  Klundert,  and 
William  ft  ad  t,  on  the  left,  to  effect  a  paflage  over  an  arm 
of  the  fea  to  D.OTdt,  and  flius  penetrate  at  once  into  the 
heart  of  Holland.    In  the  mean  time  general  Miranda  had 
orders,  leaving  general  Valence .  before  Maellricht,  to 
march  with  all  expedition  to  Nimeguen,  in  order  to  oppofe 
the  expected  invafion  of  the  Pruflians  on  that  fide. 

General  Dumouriez,  aflcmbling  his  army  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Antwerp,  entered  the  Dutch  territory  on  the 
1 7th  of  February.  On  the  24th  Breda  funrendered,  through 
the  cowardice  or  treachery  of  its  governor,  count  Byland, 
•  almoft  on  the  firft  fummons.  The  fort  of  Klundert 
was  taken,  after  a  brave  defence,  on  the  26th.  Within 
nine  days  afterwards,  Gertruy deiiburg  followed  the  example 
of  Breda  ;  but  Williamftadt  made  an,  obflinate  refiftance  ; 
and  while  the  French  troops  were  ftiil  engaged  in  the  fiege 
of  this  fmall,  but  ftrong,  fortrefs,  intelligence  arrived  from 
|he  eaftcrn  frontier  of  the  Netherlands  which  materially 
f  hanged  the  face  of  the  war.    On  the  id  of  March,  general 

Clairfait, 


Digitized 


22  GEORGE  III. 

-     r-  > 

Clairfait,  having  fuddenly  pafled  the  Roer  in  the  night?  at- 
tacked the  French  pods  on  that  Gde,  and  cpmpclled  them  to 
retreat  as  far  as  Alderhaven,  with  the  lofs  of  2000  men. 
The  following  day  the  archduke,  brother  to  the  reigning 
emperor,  carried  feveral  batteries,  and  took  nine  pieces  of 
cannon.  On  the  3d,  the  prince  of  Saxe  Cpbourgi  whoha4 
highly  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  war  with  the  Turks,  ob- 
tained a  fignal  advantage  over  general  Valence  and  his 
army,  driving  them  from  Aix-la-Chapelle  to  the  vicinity  of 
Liege,  with  the  lofs  of  more  than  5000  men  and  twenty 
pieces  of  cannon*  The  fiege  of.  Maeftricht  was  immedi- 
ately raifed  ;  and  at  midnight,  on  the  4th,  general  Miranda 
gave  orders  for  a  general  retreat  to  Tongres,  whence  the 
French  armies  were  again  compelled  to  fall  back  to  St. 
Tron,  where  Miranda  was  joined  by  general  Valence,  who 
had  by  this  time  evacuated  Liege  and  its  territory ;  and  on, 
the  8th  they  moved  towards  Tirlemont. 

General  Dumouriez  himfelf  now  arrived  to  take  the  com- 
mand in  perfon,  leaving  the  conduct  of  affairs  on  the  northern 
frontier  to  the  care  of  general  de  Flers.  But  the  army  wa3 
wholly  difpirited  by  the  departure  of  their  general.  The 
Pruffians  advanced  by  way  of  Bois-le-duc.  A  corps  of 
1 2,000  Hanoverians,  reinforced  by  feveral  thoufand  Britifh 
troops,  with  the  duke  of  York  at  their  head,  arrived  nearly 
at  the  fame  time  in  Holland »  and  the  fiege  of  Williamftadt 
was  raifed.  Inftead  of  proceeding  to  Dordt,  De  Flers  was, 
compelled  to  throw  himfelf  into  Breda,  the  main  body  of 
the  army  retiring  precipitately  to  Antwerp. 

The  troops  under  Miranda  and  Valence  felt  all  their  con- 
fidence revive  on  feeing  their  former  vi&orious  commander 
at  their  head;  but  the  caprice  of  fortune  difappointed 
their  hopes.  On  the  1 8th  of  March  a  general  engagement 
took  place  on  the  plains  of  Neerwinden,  which  continued 
with  unremitted  obftinacy  from  morning  till  evening,  when 
the  French  were  totally  routed,  with  very  confiderable  lofs. 
Miranda  was, upon  this  occafion,  charged  by  Dumouriez  with 
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«caufing,"by  his  mifcondu&,  the  lo&  of  the  battle  1  but  that 
officer  retorted  with  great  fpirit  on  his  commander  in  chief, 
'vindicating  himfelf  with  great  ability,  and  plainly  intimat- 
y  ,ing  his  fufpicions  of  treachery  on  the  part  of  Dumouriez. 
Jle  declared  that  Dumouriez,  who  had  never  before  failed  to 
tronfuh  him  upon  every  occafion,  did  not  even  mention  the 
arrangements  for  the  battle  of  Neerwinden  to  him  \  and 
that  the  pofition  of  the  enemy  had  not  J>een  previoufly  re- 
connoitred. 

The  French  continued  retreating  and,  on  the  21ft,  ge- 
neral Dumouriez  took  poft  near  Louvain.  Here  a  fort  of 
-tacit  fufpenfion  of  hoftiliti^s  took  place,  and  the  French 
army  was  allowed  to  march  back  to  their  own  frontier  with- 
out any  ferious  moleftation,  on  condition  of  evacuating 
JBruflels,  and  ajl  the  other  towns  of  Brsfbant,  &c.  ilill  in 
their  poffeffion.  On  the  27th,  general  Dumouriez  held  a 
conference  with  an  Auftrian  officer  of  high  diftinction, 
colonel  Mack,  from  whom  he  did  not,  as  he  tells  us,  conceal 
his  defign  of  marching  againft  Paris,  with  -a  view  of  re- 
cftablifliing  the  constitutional  monarchy  of  179M  and  it 
was  agreed  that  the  Imperialtfis  fbould  a&  as  auxiliaries 
fnerely  in  the  accompliftiment  of  this  plan ;  not  advancing^ 
except  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  beyond  the  frontier  of  France  : 
and  that  the  troops  to  be  eventually  furni filed  by  the  prince 
of  Cobourg  (hould  ad  entirely  under  the  direction  of  ge* 
rieral  Dumouriez* 

The  defigns  of  Dumouriez  did  not,  however,  pafs  un- 
fufpected  at  Paris*  Three  commiffioners  from  tlie  executive 
power  had  therefore  been  difpatched  to  Flanders,  under  the 
pretence  of  conferring  with  the  geqeral  concerning  the  af- 
fairs of  Belgium*  In  this  interview  Dumouriez  expreflTed 
himfelf  with  great  violence  againft  the  jacobins.  "  They 
would  ruin  France/'  faid  he  ;  "  but  I  will  fave  it,  though 
they  (hould  call  me  a  Cxfar,  a  Cromwell,  or  a  Monk."  He 
ftyled  the  Convention,  «  an  horde  of  ruffians  and  de- 
Clarcdj  «  that  this  aflembly  would  not  exift  three  weeks 
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longer ;  that.  France  muft  have  a  king :"  adding)  "  that, 
fince  the  battle  of  Gemappe,  he  had  wept  over  his  fuo 
cefs  in  fo  bad  a  caufe." 

On  the  return  of  the  commiffioners  to  Paris,  fufpicion 
being  converted  into  certainty,  general  Dumouriez  was 
fummoned  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  the  Convention,  and 
M.  Bournonville  appointed  to  fuperfede  him.  Four  new 
commiffioners  alfo  were  deputed  to  the  army  of  the  north, 
with  powers  to  fufpend  and  arrefl  all  officers  who  mould 
fall  under  their  fufpicion.  On  their  arrival  at  Lifle,  March 
28,  the  commiffioners  tranfmitted  their  orders  to  general 
Dumouriez,  to  appear  before  them,  and  anfwer  the  charges 
againft  him.  But  the  general  had  already  fully  arranged 
his  plan,  and  the  Rubicon  was  pafied.    He  replied,  there- 

» 

fore,  « that,  in  the  prefent  exigent  circumftances,  he  could 
not  leave  the  army  for  a  moment ;  that  when  he  did  enter 
Lifle,  it  would  be  in  order  to  purge  it  of  traitors ;  and  that 
he  valued  his  head  too  much  to  fubmit  to  an  arbitrary 
tribunal." 

The  commiffioners  now  adopted  the  daring  refolution  to 
proceed  to  the  camp  •,  but  they  found  by  experience  how 
dangerous  was  the  attempt  to  feize  the  perfon  of  a  general 
at  the  head  .of  his  army.  On  the  ift  of  April  they  arrived, 
in  company  with  M.  Bournonville,  at  St.  Amand,  the  head- 
quarters of  general  Dumouriez j  and,  being  admitted  to 
his  prefence,  explained  to  him  the  obje&  of  their  miffion. 
After  a  long  conference,  the  general,  finding  them  inflexi- 
ble in  their  purpofe,  gave  the  ftgnal  for  a  body  of  foldiers 
who  were  in  waiting,  and  ordered  M.  Bournonville  and  the 
four  commiffioners,  in  the  number  of  whom  was  the  noted 
M.  Camus,  immediately  to  be  conveyed  to  general  Clair- 
fait's  head-quarters  at  Tournay,  to  be  kept  as  hoftages 
for  the  fafety  of  the  royal  family. 

Notwithftanding  the  great  popularity  of  general  Dumou- 
riez, fymptoms  foon  appeared  in  the  army  of  extreme  difla- 
tisfa&ion  at  this  act  of  treachery  and  violence.  On  the  morn- 
ing 
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ing  of  the  3d,  Dumouriez  repaired  to  the  camp  of  Maulde, 
and  harangued  the  troops,  amidft  the  murmurs  of  many 
of  the  battalions.  On  the  next  day  he  departed  with  his 
fuite  for  Conde,  which  fortrefs,  with  Valenciennes,  he  had 
engaged  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Auflrians :  but  on  the 
road  he  received  intelligence  that  it  would  not  be  fafe  for 
him  to  enter  the  place;  and,  in  making  his  retreat,  he  fell  in 
with  a  column  of  volunteer  guards,  who  called  to  him  to 
furrender  :  but  the  general,  trufting  to  the  fwiftnefs  of  his 
hcrfe,  made,  with  great  difficulty,  his  efcape  to  the  quarters 
of  general  Mack,  through  a  dreadful  difcharge  of  muf- 
quetry.  His  example  was  followed  by  general  Lamorlierc, 
the  due  de  Chartres,  fon  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  a 
few  hundreds  of  private  foldiers  only  out  of  the  numerous 
army  which  he  had  commanded  with  fuch  brilliant  fuccefs. 
On  the  very  next  day  appeared  a  proclamation  from  gene- 
ral Dumouriez,  containing  a  recapitulation  of  his  fervices 
to  the  French  republic,  a  glowing;  picture  of  the  outrages 
of  tha  jacobins,  and  of  the  mifchiefs  to  be  apprehended 
from  a  continuation  of  anarchy  in  France ;  concluding 
with  an  exhortation  to  the  French  to  reftore  the  conftitution 
of  1791,  and  a  declaration  on  oath  that  he  bore  arms  only 
for  that  purpofe. 

This  proclamation  was  accompanied  by  a  very  judicious 
manifefto  on  the  part  of  the  prince  of  Cobourg,  now  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  armies  of  Auftria.  After  pafling 
fome  encomiums  on  the  patriotic  views  of  general  Du- 
mouriez, it  announced,  «  that  the  allied  powers  were  no 
longer  to.  be  confulered  as  principals,  but  merely  as  auxi- 
liaries, in  the  war  5  that  they  had  no  other  object  than  to 
co-operate  with  the  general  in  giving  to  France  her  confti- 
tutional  king,  and  the  conjlitutipn  Jhe  formed for  htrfelf"  On 
his  word  of  honour  he  pledged  himfelf,  «  that  he  would 
not  come  upon  the  French  territory  to  make  conquefts,  but 
folely  for  the  ends  above  fpecified :"  and  his  ferene  high- 
nefs  declared  further,  «  that  any  ftrong  places  which 
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fhould  be  put  into  his  hands  would  be  confidered  as  facred 
depofits,  to  be  delivered  up  when  the  conititutional  govern- 
ancnt  in  France  ihould  be  reftored." 

Such  was  the  wife  and  generous  policy  <>f  this  heroic 
commander.  But,  by  .this  time,  Antwerp,  Breda,  and  the 
other  cqnquefts  of  France  on  the  Dutch  frontier  were  eva- 
cuated ;  and  a  new  and  dazzling  fcene  of  ambition  and 
aggrandifement  began  once  more  to  open  to  the  view  of  the 
allied  powers.  On  the  8th  of  April  a  grand  council  was  held 
at  Antwerp,  at  which  were  prefent  the  prince  of  Orange, 
accompanied  by  the  grand-penfionary  Vander  Spiegel,  the 
prince  of  Cobourg,  counts  Metternich,  Staremberg,  &c. 
with  the  Pru&an,  Spanifh,  and  Neapolitan  ambafiadors. 
Here  the  whole  plan  of  operations  was  completely  changed, 
and  the  prince  of  Cobourg  was  moft  reluctantly  compelled 
to  give  the  fan&ion  of  his  name  to  a  proclamation  of  the 
$thof  April,  virtually  refcinding  all  which  was  contained 
in  that  of  the  5  th. 

France  appeared  at  this  time,  it  muft  be  confefled,  in  a 
fituation  truly  dangerous.  She  was  now  in  a  (late  of  open 
war  with  Auilria,  PrufKa,  Great  Britain,  Holland,  Spain, 
Sardinia,  and  the  Sicilies :  her  principal  army  had  been 
driven,  by  a  feries  of  unfuccefsful  attacks,  from  all  her 
recent  conquefts ;  and  was  now,  by  defection  of  its 
commander,  in  a  ftate  of  complete  disorganization :  the 
f  mperialifts,  afliftcd  by  the  efforts  of  England  and  Holland, 
were  eftablifhed  in  great  force  on  the  frontier.  On  the  fide 
of  the  Rhine,  the  Pruflians,  under  the  duke  of  Brunfwic, 
threatened  the  important  city  of  Mentz  :*and,  what  was  pert 
haps  ftill  more  alarming  to  the  French  government,  a  moft 
formidable  infurreclion  at  this  period  broke  out  in  the  ancient 
provinces  of  Britanny  and  Poitou,  now  diftinguiflied  by 
the  names  of  the  departments  of  La  Vendee  and  La  Loire. 
After  gaining  various  advantages  over  the  troops  fent  again  ft 
them  by  the  Convention,  the  infurgents,  who  profefled  to 
a&  underj  the  authority  of  MonGeur  (the  count  de 

Provence,) 
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Provence,)  as  regent  of  France,  they  held  the  city  of 
Nantz  itfclf  in  a  ftate  of  Gcge ;  and  the  fituation  of  the 
revolted  province?  being  highly  favorable  to  their  defigns, 
and  enabling  them  to  receive  fupplies  to  any  amount,  ana 
with  the  utmoft  facility,  from  England  there  appeared 
little  probability  of  their  fuppreflion. 

The  extreme  elation  of  the  court  of  London  in  particu- 
lar, at  this  moment,  difplayed  itfelf  mod  confpicuoufly  in 
a  lingular  memorial  pTcfented  by  lord  Aukland,  April  the 
5th,  to  the  States  General,*  in  which  his  lordfhip  ftated, 
in  allufion  to  the  capture  of  M.  Camus  and  the  other 
Conventional  commiiTioners,  that  the  divine  vengeance, 
for  the  atrocious  crime  which  had  been  by  their  High 
MightinefTea  with  horror  forefeen,  feemed  not  to  have 
been  tardy.  "  Some  of  thefc  detcftable  regicides  are 
now,"  faid  his  lordfhip,  «  in  fuch  a  fltuation,  that  they 
can  be  fubje&ed  to  the  fword  of  the  law  ;  the  reft  are 
dill  in  the  midfi:  of  a  people  whom  they  have  plunged  into" 
an  abyfs  of  evils,  and  for  whom  famine,  anarchy,  and 
civil  war,  are  about  to  prepare  new  calamities.  In  (hort* 
every  thing  that  we  fee  happen  induces  us  to  confider  as 
not  far  diftant  the  end  of  thefe  wretches,  whofe  madnefs 
and  atrocities  have  filled  with  terror  and  indignation  all 
thofc  who  refpect  the- principles  of  religion,  morality,  and 
humanity.  The  underfigned,  therefore,  fubmit  to  the 
enlightened  judgment  and  wifdom  of  your  High  Mighti- 
ness, whether  it  would  not  be  proptr  to  employ  all  the 
means  in  your  power  to  prohibit  from  entering  your  ftate* 
in  Europe,  or  your  colonies,  all  thofe  members  of  the 
pretended  National  Convention,  or  of  the  pretended  Exe- 
cutive Council,  who  have,  directly  or  indirectly,  partici- 
pated in  the  faid  crime;  and,  if  they  ijiould  be  difcovered 

an4 

•  It  Is  true  that  count  Sraremberg,  the  Imperial  ambaffador  at  the 
Hague,  alfo  figncd  the  memorial ;  but,  from  the  Oiortnefs  of  the  interval 
that  hud  clapfed,  it  evidently  could  not  have  bw>  in  confluence  of 
order*  from  his  court. 
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and  arrefted,  to  deliver  them  up  to  juftice,  that  they  may 
ferve  as  a  leflbn  and  example  to  mankind."— To  this  fan- 
guinary  memorial  the  fuperior  wifdom  and  humanity  of 
the  Dutch  government  declined  any  reply  >  but  it  remains 
a  ilriking  hiftoric  proof  of  the  fimilar  temper  and  difpofi- 
tion  which  frequently  actuates  thofe  who  appear  to  differ 
inoft  widely  in  their  principles.  The  fpirit  of  Popery  is 
not  confined  to  thofe  who  bear  the  name  of  Papifts,  nor  the 
fpirit  of  Jacobinifm  to  thofe  who  arc  branded  with  the  ap- 
pellation of  Jacobins. 

The  political  creed  of  the  court  of  London  at  this  pe- 
riod may  be  clearly  traced  in  a  Termon  preached  before  the 
houfe  of  Lords,  January  30,  1793,  by  Dr.  Horfeley, 
bifliop  of  St.  David's,  containing  fentiments  for  which, 
in  the  reign  of  William  III.  he  would  have  \>ccn  deprived 
of  his  biftiopric  ;  but  for  which,  m  that  of  George  III. 
he  was  (hortly  after  promoted  to  die  fuperior  fee  of 
Rochefter. — «  God,  to  his  own  fecret  purpofe,"  fays  this 
genuine  fucceflbr  of  Sibthorp  and  Manwaring,  «f  directs 
the  worft  actions  of  tyrants  no  lefs  than  the  beft  of  godly 
princes :  man's  abufe,  therefore,  of  his  delegated  authority, 
is  to  be  borne  by  refignation,  like  any  other  of  God's 
judgments.  The  oppofition  of  the  individual  to  the  fove- 
reign  power  is  an  oppofition  to  God's  providential  ar- 
rangements. In  'governments  which  are  the  worft  ad- 
miniftcred,  the  fovereign  power,  for  the  moft  part,  is  a 
terror  not  to  good  works,  but  to  the  evii ;  and,  upon  the 
whole,  far  more  beneficial  than  detrimental  to  the  fubje&. 
But  this  general  good  of  government  cannot  be  fecured 
upon  any  other  terms  than  the  fubmiflion  of  the  individual 
to  what  may  be  called  its  extraordinary  evils.  St.  Paui 
represents  the  earthly  ibycreign  as  the  viceregent  of  God, 
accountable  for  mifcondu&  to  his  heavenly  mafter,  but  en- 
titled to  obedience  from  the  fubje£W 

The  energy  of  the  French  Convention  difplayed  itfelf  in 
a  moft  extraordinary  manner  in  the  midft  of  the  prefent 
circumftances  of  embarraflment  and  diftrefs.    New  com- 

■ 
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rmflioners  being  nominated  to  fucceed  Camus  and  his  col- 
leagues,  omitted  no  means  of  reftoring  order,  and  invigo- 
rating the  fpirit  of  the  French  army.  General  Dampierre, 
who  had  evinced  his  patriotifm  by  his  refiftance  to  the 
orders  of  Dumouriez,  was  proviGonally  appointed  to  the 
chief  command,  and  in  a  very  fhort  time  was  fo  fuccefsful 
in  his  exertions  as  to  be  enabled  to  lead  them  with  confi- 
dence into  action.  From  the  middle  of  April  to  the  8th 
of  May,  a  variety  of  partial,  though  {harp  and  bloody,  en- 
gagements took  place  between  the  two  armies,  in  which 
no  decifive  advantage  was  gained.  On  that  general  Dam** 
advanced  in  perfon  to  diflodge  a  large  body  of  the 
enemy  polled  near  the  wood  of  Vicoigne  *,  but  martial 
ardor  prompting  him  to  expofe  his  perfon  too  rafhly  to  the 
enemy's  fire,  his  thigh  was  carried  off  by  a  cannon-ball, 
and  he  died  the  following  day*  deeply  regretted,  leaving 
the  command  in  the  hands  of  general  Lamarche.  In  this 
action  the  Englifli  troops  were  engaged  in  the  field  for  the 
firft  time  in  this  war,  and  behaved  with  all  their  charac- 
teriftic  intrepidity ;  but  by  the  inexperience  of  the  duke 
of  Tork,  their  commander  (for  there  is  no  royal  road  to 
the  knowledge  of  military  tactics  any  more  than  of  geo- 
metry), being  ordered  to  the  attack  of  a  ftrong  poll  in  the 
wood,  where  they  were  expofed  to  the  fire  of  fome  mafked 
batteries,  they  fuffered  fo  much,  that  it  was  not  thought 
expedient  to  make  any  official  return  of  the  killed  aniL 
wounded. 

"  Great  God !"  exclaimed  on  this  occaflon  one  of  tie 
French  generals  to  an  Englifli  officer  taken  prifoner  in  the 
engagement,  «  Why  do  you  gallant  Britons  come  hither 
to  deftroy  us,  or  be  yourfelves  deftroyed  ?  We  have  nc~ 
quarrel  with  you  ;  and  are  fighting  only  in  defence  of  that 
liberty  which  was  purchafed  for  you  by  the  beft  blood  of 
your  anceftors." 

The  fiege  of  Valenciennes  being  now  in  contemplation 
of  the  prince  of  Cobourg,  it  was  determined  by  the  allies 

to 
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to  attempt  an  attack  upon  the  fortified  camp  of  Famara, 
which  protected  and  covered  that   important  fortrefs, 
Conde  being  already  inveded.     At  day-break,  on  the 
23d  of  May,  the  Britim  and  Hanoverians  under  their 
royal  commander,  and  the  Auftrians  and  German  auxilia- 
ries under  the  prince  of  Cobourg  and  general  Clairfait, 
made  a  joint  affault  upon  the  advanced  pods  of  the 
French.    The  contcfl  was  fevere •,  but  the  French  were 
evidently  worded,  and,  in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  they 
abandoned  their  camp,  retreating  towards  Bouchain  and 
Cambray.    This  fuccefs  enabled  the  allies  to  lay  fiege  in 
form  to  Valenciennes.    On  the  id  of  June  general  Cudine 
arrived  to  take  the  command  of  the  armies  of  the  North 
and  the  Ardennes  \  but  he  deemed  himfelf  unequal  to  the 
tauc  of  rendering  effectual  relief  to  that  fortrefs,  before 
which  die  trenches  were  opened  on  the   14th  of  that 
month    and,  towards  the  beginning  of  July,  die  beGegers 
were  able  to  bring  200  pieces  of  heavy  artillery  to  play 
upon  it.     Mines  and  counter-mines  innumerable  were 
formed  alfo  in  the  courfe  of  this  fiege,  both  by  the  af- 
failants  and  the  garrifon ;  and  many  fierce  fubterrancan 
conflicts  were  carried  on  with  various  fuccefs.    But  on 
the  night  of  the  25th  July  thofe  under  the  glacis  and 
horn-work  of  the  fortrefs  were  fprung,  on  the  part  of 
the  befiegers,  with  complete  fuccefs,  and  the  Englifh 
and  the  Audrians  feized  the  favourable  moment  for  at- 
tacking the  covered-way,  of  which  they  made  themfelves 
readers.    On  the  next  day  the  place  furrendcred  on  ho- 
norable terms  of  capitulation,  the  duke  of  York  taking 
pofleflion  of  it  in  behalf  of  the  emperor  of  Germany. 
Nearly  at  the  fame  time  the  garrifon  of  Conde  yielded 
themfelves  prifoners  of  war,  after  enduring  all  the  rigors 
of  famine  ;  and  Mentz  fubmitted,  not  without  a  long 
and  refolute  refidance,  to  the  arms  of  Pruffia. 

On  the  8th  of  Augud  the  French  were  driven  from 
thedrong  pefitien  they  occupied  behind  theScheld,  which 

was 
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was  known  by  the  name  of  Caefar's  Camp :  after  which 
a  grand  council  of  war  was  held,,  wherein  it  was  deter- 
mined that  the  Britifli,  Hanoverians,  Dutch,  and  Heflians* 
Ihould  feparate  from  the  Auftrians,  and  form  a  diftincl: 
army,  not  dependent  upon  the  co-operation  of  the  Au- 
ftrians.   This  was  ftrongly  oppofcd  by  the  prince  o£ 
Cobourg  and  general  Clairfait,  who  clearly  faw  the  fatal 
confequences  of  a  fyftem  fo  different  from  that  which 
had  been  adopted  with  fuch  glorious  fuccefs  by  the  duke 
of  Marlborough  and  prince  Eugene.    The  Britifh  army,, 
conducted  by  the  duke  of  York,  immediately  decamped;, 
and,  on  the  18th  of  Auguft,  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of 
Menin,  where  fome  feverc  contefts  took  place,  and  the 
poft  of  Lincelles,  loft  by  the  Dutch,  was  recovered  by 
the  Englifli,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  led  on  by  gene- 
ral fir  John  Lake,  though  very  inferior  in  force,  with  a> 
fignal  difplay  of  fpirit  and  intrepidity. 

Moving,  with  little  refinance,  towards  Dunkirk,  the 
trenches  were  opened  before  that  fortrefs  on  the  24th  ^ 
and  the  duke  of  York,  having  entertained  a  fecret  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  governor-general,  O'Moran,  flat- 
tered himfelf  with  obtaining  fpeedy  pofleflion  of  the 
place.  On  the  other  fide,  general  Clairfait  inverted  the 
town  of  Quefnoy  ;  and  the  prince  of  Cobourg,  who  com- 
manded the  covering  army,  having  defeated  a  body  of 
troops  which  had  been  fent  for  its  relief,  the  place  fur- 
rendered  on  the  1  ith  of  September. 

With  thefe  achievements  the  fucceffes  of  the  allies  may 
be  faid  to  have  terminated;  and  Quefnoy  was  the  ex- 
treme point  of  the  progrefs  made  in  the  courfe  of  this 
memorable  campaign  by  the  combined  powers  againft, 
France. — We  mull  now  once  more  change  the  flcene,  and 
revert  to  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  England. 

It  is  a  fa&  moft  memorable  in  the  hiftory  of  this  event- 
ful period,  that,  on  the  fecond  of  April,  M.  Le  Brun, 
minuter  of  foreign  affairs  in  France,  addrefied  a  letter  to 

lord 
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lord  Grenville,  in  which,  dating  that  the  French  republic 
was  defirous  to  terminate  all  its  differences  with  Great 
Britain  and  to  end  a  war  dreadful  to  humanity,  and  re- 
quefting  a  paflport  for  a  perfon  veiled  with  full  powers 
for  that  purpofe  to  the  court  of  London  ;  and,  in  a  fepa- 
rate  letter,  he  named  M.  Maret  as  the  propofed  plenipo- 
tentiary of  France,  if  this  intimation  produced  the  defired 
effect.  This  letter  was  delivered  to  lord  Grenville  by  a 
Mr.  John  Sailer,  notary-public,  who  formally  attefted  the 
receipt  of  them  from  M.  Le  Brun.  To  this  noble  ad- 
vance on  the  part  of  the  French  government  the  Britim 
miniftry,  obftinate  in  their  errors,  paid  no  kind  of  atten- 
tion. From  this  early  conceflion  it  is  probable  that  the 
French  perceived  their  miftake  in  fuppofing  (as  they  had, 
indeed,  ?  good  right  to  do,  from  the  tenor  of  the  exifting 
treaty  of  i7%6)  that  the  difmiflion  of  the  ambaflador 
Chauvelin  was  intended  by  the  court  of  London  as  a  de- 
claration of  war ;  whereas  it  fubfequently  appeared,  from 
the  fecret  negotiation  which  Mr.  Pitt  was  at  the  fame 
time  carrying  on  with  general  Dumouriez,  that  this  famous 
difmiflion  was  a  mere  act  of  pride  and  paffion,  and  by  no 
means  of  deliberate  and  premeditated  policy.  It  is  even 
not  improbable  that,  in  the  thoughtlefs  precipitation  of  the 
moment,  the  fecond  article  of  the  treaty  was  not  at  all 
adverted  to  by  politicians  of  fuch  a  defcription  as  now  com- 
posed the  Britim  cabinet.  But  the  hopes  of  the  enemies 
of  France  were  now  high  and  fanguine ;  and  although 
the  French  executive  government  unqueftionably  would, 
not  have  made  any  fuch  overture  in  prefent  circumftances, 
had  they  not  been  previoufly  determined  to  give  ample 
fatisfacVion  to  England,  whofe  friendfhip  and  fupport' 
muft  have  been  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the  reigning 
party,  this  confidcration  had  no  weight  with  the  Britim 
miniftry,  who  would  not  even  deign,  in  this  fecond 
paroxyfm  of  blind  prefumption,  to  hearken  to  what 
M.  Maret  had  to  propofe. 

Far 
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far  from  feeling  the  fiighteft  inclination  to  encourage 
an  overture  fo  confonant  to  the  dictates  of  policy  and  hu- 
manity, a  treaty  was  about  this  time  concluded  with  the 
king  of  Sardinia,  by  which  England  bound  herfelf  not 
Only  «  to  furnim  to  his  Sardinian  majefty  a  fubfidy  of 
200,000/.  per  annum,  to  be  paid  three  months  in  advance," 
which  was  an  article  of  trivial  moment,  but  alfo  "  not  to 
conclude  a  peace  with  the  enemy  without  comprehending  in 
it  the  entire  reftitution  of  all  the  dominions  belonging  to 
this  monarch  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  war  ;w 
although  it  had  never  been  pretended  that  it  was  in  cum* 
bent  upon  Great  Britain  to  enter  into  the  war  againft 
France  for  any  fuch  prepofterous  purpofe. 

On  the  re-aflembling  of  parliament  after  the  Eafter  re- 
cefs,  the  attention  of  the  legiflature  was  forcibly  attracted 
by  the  unparalleled  number  and  extent  of  the  bankrupt- 
cies which  had  taken  place  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
War,  as  the  firft:  blcflcd  fruits  of  it,  and  the  almoft  total 
ftagnatkm  and  paralyfis  of  commercial  credit.  A  felect 
committee  was  immediately  appointed  to  report  their  opi- 
nion to  the  houfe  on  the  beft  means  of  applying  a  remedy 
to  this  tremendous  evil,  which  originated,  as  there  was  good 
reafon  to  believe,  in  the  alarm  occafioned  by  the  invafion  of 
Holland.  The  report  of  the  committee  dated,  that  it 
would  be  advifable  to  iflue  Exchequer-bills,  to  the  amount 
of  five  millions, .to  commiflioners  nominated  for  the  pur- 
pofe, for  the  ailillancc  and  accommodation  of  fuch  mer- 
cantile pcrfons  as  may  apply,  and  who  fliall  give  proper 
fecurity  for  the  fums  that  may  be  advanced  on  intereft,  for 
a  time  to  be  limited.  This  mode  of  relief,  dangerous  in 
its  ultimate  tendency  and  liability  of  abufe,  was  found  ex-» 
tremcly  beneficial  in  its  immediate  operation,  and  the  tide 
of  commerce  foon  returned  to  its  accuflomed  channel. 

On  the  25th  of  April  Mr.  Sheridan  called  the  attention 
of  the  houfe  to  the  late  extraordinary  memorial  of  lord 
Aukhnd  to  the  States  General ;  and  made,  in  the  courfe  of 
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his  fpeech,  a  quotation  from  Vattel,  who  fays  «  that  m> 
tions  at  war  ought  carefully  to  abftain  from  all  harfh  expres- 
sions of  hatred)  animofity  or  contempt,  of  each  other.' — 
«  This  rule  of  policy  and  decorum,"  faid  he,  «  had  been 
totally  neglected  by  the  noble  lord.     But  the  indecency 
of  his  late  memorial  was  by  no  means  its  word  feature  : 
it  difclofed  a  principle  of  war  entirely-  new  in  the  hiftory 
of  mankind,  viz;  that  we  were  entitled  to  take  upon  our* 
folves  the  execution  of  the  Divine  vengeance^  and,  if  applied 
in  its  full  extent,  fome  millions  of  men  mud  be  put  to  death 
before  we  could  negotiate  for  peace.    To  infer  the  rightc* 
oufnefs  of  the  caufe  in  which*  we  were  engaged  from  the 
partial  fuccefs  we  had  obtained  was  impious  and  prefumptu* 
ous.    We  (hould  be  at  lead  filent  till  we  faw  the  termina- 
tion of  hojtilitics.     Vengeance  was  the  prerogative  of 
die  Divinity,  to  whom  alone  it  ought  to  be  left — a  prero- 
gative too  high  and  dangerous  to  be  arrogated  or  exercifed 
by  a  being. fo  limited  in  his  powers  and  capacities  as  man.** 
He  concluded  with  moving  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  ex* 
preflive  of  the  difpleafure  of  the  houfe  at  the  memorial  in 
que  ft  ion  ;  and  dating,  that  the  minifter  who  prefented  it 
had  departed  from  the  principles  on  which  the  ,houfe  had 
concurred  in  the  meafures  for  the  fupport  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Pitt  entered  into  an  elaborate  defence  of  lord  Auk- 
land,  and  uttered  a  vehement  invective  againft  the  Conven- 
tion ;  and  the  motion  was  rejected  by  a  vail  majority  of  the 
houfe. 

Some  time  after  this;  lord  Aukland  being  returned  tor* 
England,  a  refolution  was  moved  in  the  houfe  of  peers  by 
lord  Stanhope %  importing,  "  that  the  meaning  and  intention' 
of  the  faid  memorial  was  to  bring  the  French  Conventional 
commifltoners  delivered  up  by  Dumouriez  to  trial,  in  order 
to  put  them  to  death."  His  lordfhip  ftyled  the  memorial  an 
infamous,  horrid,  and  diabolical  paper  ;  and  faid,  that  if 
the  refolutions  he  {hould  move  were  carried,  he-  fliould  think 
it  his  duty  to  proceed  againft  lord  Aukland  as  the  authors 
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Lord  Grenvillo  took  up  the  defence  of  lord  Aukland  with 
violence,  and  declared  that  the  memorial  was  framed  in 
the  fpirit,  if  not  in  the  letter,  of  the  ambaffador's  inftruc- 
tions  :  and  he  moved  an  amendment,  pronouncing  it  con- 
formable to  the  fentiments  of  his  majefty,  and  confonant  to 
thofe  principles  of  jufticc  and  policy  which  it  became  the  ho- 
nor and  dignity  of  the  nation  to  exprefs.  Lord  Aukland 
vindicated  his  own  memorial,  and  avowed  it  to  be  his  opi- 
nion, « 'that  thofe  who  caufed  the  death  of  the  king  of 
France  were  murderers,  and  that  murderers  ought  to  be 
brought  to  juftice."  And  the  amendment  of  lord  Grcn- 
ville  was  carried  without  a  divifion. 

As  the  charter  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  would  expire  in 
the  year  1 794,  it  was  the  wifli  of  very  many  enlightened 
patriots  that  the  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies  mould  be  thrown 
open,  and  their  fyftem  of  commercial  monopoly  for  ever 
deftroyed.  But  Mr.  Dundas,  in  the  prefent  feflion,  com- 
pletely extinguiflied  all  hopes  of  this  nature  by  bringing  in  , 
a  bill,  which  foon  after  palled  into  an  aft,  to  renew  the 
charter  for  twenty  years,  upon  terms  which  varied  little  from 
the  txifting  regulations. 

On  the  2d  of  May  Mr.  Grey  made  his  promifed  and  ce- 
lebrated motion  for  a  reform  in  the  reprefentation.  Many 
petitions  were  previoufly  prefented  to  the  houfe,  pointing 
to  the  fame  object,  but,  for  the  mod  part,  by  the  obnoxious 
mode  of  univerfal  fuffirage  and  annual  parliaments, — the 
moderate  reformers  being  aim  oft  univerfally  converted  into 
alarmifts.  That  this  popular  plan  of  reform  would  be  un- 
attended by  thofe  terrible  confequences  which  have  been 
fo  generally  apprehended  is  extremely  probable  ;  but  the 
odium  under  which  it  had  the  misfortune  to  labour  was  a 
fufficient  reafon  for  the  judicious  to  abandon  the  idea  of 
it.  But  the  circumftance  mod  remarkable  in  thefe  petitions 
"was,  that  the  majority  of  the  petitioners  claimed  the 
adoption  of  this  plan  upon  the  principles  of  the  duke  of 
Richmond,  as  a  matter  of  abfolute  abftraft  right,  and  not 
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upon  any  mere  ground  of  national  utility  and  policy.  No* 
thing  certainly  can  lead  to  more  abfurd  and  dangerous  con- 
fequences  than  the  admiflion  of  a  claim  of  this  nature ;  or, 
indeed,  to  fuppofc  that  any  political  right  can  exift  which 
does  not  originate  in  political  utility :  but  there  is  good  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that  though  the  petitioners,  in  confiftency, 
with  their  principles,  could  not  aflc  lefs  than  they  imagined 
to  be  their  undoubted  and  indefeafible  right,  they  would,  for 
the  moft  part,  have  been  well  fatisfied  with  fuch*  a  moderate 
and  temperate  melioration  of  the  prefent  fyftem  as  would1 
have  fuflked  to  attain  the  chief  practical  purposes  of  parlia- 
mentary reform. 

The  petition  from  Sheffield  was  figned  by  no  lefs  than: 
8000  names;  from  Norwich,  3700;  from  Birmingham* 
2700  *,  from  London  and  Weftminfter,  6ooo~  But  the 
mod  remarkable  by  far  of  die  petitions  of %  this  day  was 
that  framed  by  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People, 
and  prefented  to  the  houfe  by  Mr.  Grey.  It  was  of  fuch 
length  as  to  take  up  near  half  an  hour  in  reading ;  and  it 
contained  a  mod  maftcrly  recapitulation  of  the  abufes  of 
the  prefent  parliamentary  fyftem  of  reprefentation,  exprefled 
in  very  dignified  and  correct  language  ;  and  praying  the 
houfe  for  an  effectual  reform  of  thefe  abufes,  in  animated 
terms,  without  fpecifying  any  particular  mode  of  redrefs. 

«  Your  petitioners  complain  (fay  they)  that  the  number 
of  reprefentatives  affigned  to  the  different  counties  is  grofsly 
difproportioned  to  their  comparative  extent,,  population, 
and  trade. 

"  Your  petitioners  complain  diat  the  elective  franchife 
is  fo  partially  and  unequally  diftributed,  and  is  in  fo  many 
inftances  committed  to  bodies  of  men  of  fuch  very  limited 
numbers,  that  the  majority  of  your  honourable  houfe  is 
elected  by  iefs  than  1 5,000  electors,  which,  even  if  the  male 
adults  in  the  kingdom  be  eftimated  at  fo  low  a  number  a9 
three  millions,  is  not  more  than  the  two-huxulrcth  part  of 
the  people  to  be  reprefented. 
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«  Your  petitioners  complain  that  the  right  of  voting  is 
regulated  by  no  uniform  or  rational  principle. 

«  Your  petitioners  complain  that  the  exercife  of  the 
elective  franchife  is  only  renewed  once  in  feven  years. 

"  Your  petitioners  thus  diftin£tly  ftatc  the  fubjecl-mat- 
ter  of  their  complaints,  that  your  honourable  houfe  may  be 
convinced  that  they  are  acting  from  no  fpirit  of  general  dis- 
content, and  that  you  may  with  the  more  eafe  be  enabled  to 
inquire  into  the  facls,  and  apply  the  remedy." 

After  a  very  accurate  ftatement  of  the  extenfive  mif- 
. chiefs  arifing  from  thefe  fources,  they  add — "  Your  pe- 
titioners mult  now  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  your 
honourable  houfe  to  the  greateft  evil  produced  by  thefe  de- 
Je&s  in  the  reprefentation  of  which  they  complain,  namely^ 
the  extent  of  private  parliamentary  patronage— -an  abufe 
which  obvioufly  tends  to  exclude  the  great  mafs  of  the 
people  from  any  fubftantial  influence  in  the  election  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  and  which,  in  its  progrefs,  threatens 
to  ufurp  the  Sovereignty  of  the  country,  to  the  equal 
danger  of  the  king,  of  the  lords,  and  of  the  commons. 
Your  petitioners  are  confident  that,  in  what  they  have  ftated, 
they  are  Supported  by  the  evidence  of  fa&s  •,  and  they  trult 
that,  in  conveying  thofe  facts  to  your  honourable  houfe, 
they  have  not  been  betrayed  into  the  language^  of  reproach 
or  difrefpetl.  Anxious  to  prcferve  in  its  purity  a  conftitu-, 
tion  they  love  and  admire,  they  have  thought  it  their  duty 
to  lay  before  you,  not  general  fpeoulaticns  deduced  from 
theoretical  opinions,  but  pofitive  truths  fufccptible  of  direct 
proof ;  and  if,  in  the  performance  of  this  tafk,  they  have 
been  obliged  to  call  your  attention  to  aflertions  which  you 
have  not  been  accuftoned  to  hear,  and  which  they  lament 
that  they  arc  compelled  to  make,  they  intrcat  the  indulgence 
of  your  honourable  houfe." 

Whoever  reads  this  celebrated  petition,  and  (till  retains 
-the  opinion  that  the  parliamentary  reprefentation  of  thii 
kingdom  needs  no  reform,  may  be  regarded  as  in  a  flat? 
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of  min  I  far  beyond  the  reach  of  facts  or  of  argument.  The 
allegations  of  the  petition  were  dwelt  upon  by  Mr.  Grey 
with  great  eloquence  and  ability ;  and  all  the  chief  fpeakers 
in  the  houfe  took  part  in  the  debate,  which  was  protracted 
to  the  unufual  length  of  two  days.  Mr.  Pitt  oppofed  the 
motion  for  referring  the  petitions  to  a  committee,  upon  the 
plaufible  pretext  of  the  danger  which  would,  at  the  pre- 
sent crifis,  be  incurred  by  what  he  ftyled  a  change  in  the 
conftitmion — holding  up  in  terrific  profpect  the  events 
which  had  recently  taken  place  in  France^  though  between 
the  political  fituations  of  the  two  countries  there  ex i fled 
not  the  moll  diftant  analogy.  It  could  not  efcape  notice, 
that  although  Mr.  Pitt  had,  from  the  commencement  of  his 
political  career,  pledged  himfelf  never  to  lofe  fight  of  this 
great  object,  that  perfidious  minifter  had,  fince  his  accef- 
fion  to  power  ten  years  fince,  made  only  one  feeble  effort 
for  its  accomplifliment :  and  he  had  moreover  oppofed,  al- 
mofl  invariably  and  with  effect,  every  liberal  meafure 
^which  had  from  time  to  time  been  brought  forward  in  par- 
liament for  the  extenfion  of  the  general  fyftem  of  conftitu- 
tional  liberty  ;  demonstrating,  by  this  means,  the  neceffity 
of  that  radical  reform  which  he  now  profeffed  fo  vehe- 
mently to  deprecate.  The  houfe  at  length  divided,  the  votes 
being  41  for,  and  282  aga'mjly  referring  the  petitions  to  s} 
committee. 

On  the  2ity  of  June  (1793)  the  king  prorogued  the  par- 
liament. In  his  fpeech  on  this  occafion  his  majefty  no- 
ticed the  rapid  and  fignal  fucceffes  which  had,  in  an  early 
period  of  the  campaign,  attended  the  operations  of  the 
combined  armies ;  the  refpectable  and  powerful  force  which 
he  had  been  enabled  to  employ  by  fea  and  land  \  and  the 
meafures  which  he  had  concerted  with  other  powers  for  the 
effectual  profecution  of  the  war  \  all  of  which  afforded  the 
bed  profpect  of  a  happy  iffue  to  the  important  conteft  in 
which  we  were  engaged.  —  But  events  unfortunately  proved 
that  infallibility  is  not  one  of  the  prerogatives  of  royalty. 
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On  the  10th  of  January  (1793)  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
<«iras  convened  at  Dublin  by  the  earl  of  Weftmoreiand, 
lord-lieutenant  of  that  kingdom,  the  fituation  of  which  had 
for  fome  time  paft  been  gradually  growing  very  critical. 
The  fanguine  hopes  of  emancipation  which  the  Catholics, 
who  conftituted  three-fourths  of  the  whole  population  of 
Ireland,  had  indulged  at  the  time  of  the  military  conven- 
tion atDungannon  in  the  year  1783  had  been  quickly  ex- 
ringuilhed  ;  for  it  manifeftly  appeared  that  the  whole  body 
of  the  Proteftants,  thofe  who  were  the  mod  zealous  for,  as 
well  as  thofe  who  were  moil  violent  againft,  the  ^aufc 
of  parliamentary  and  political  reform,  were  almoft  equally 
tioftile  to  the  Catholic  claims.    The  earl  of  Charlemont 
himfelf  had,  in  theArongeft  manner,  dtfeountenanced  them ; 
and  the  Catholics,  in  defpair,  feemed  to  abandon  their  pro- 
ject.   But  on  the  firft  fplendid  fuccefs  of  the  revolution  in 
France  all  their  former  expectations  revived  with  increafe 
of  vigor  *,  and  the  liberal  and  noble  principles  of  govern- 
ment, promulgated  by  the  National  Aflembly  in  its  memo- 
rable Declaration  of  Rights,  infufed  a  kindred  fpirit  into 
the  minds  of  many  who  had  been  previoufly  friends  and 
advocates  of  reform  on  a  more  narrow  and  contracted 
^cale. 

Ever  fince  the  year  1780  the  Irim  Catholics  had  chofen 
from  among  themfelves  a  general  committee  of  delegates* 
which  fat  at  Dublin,  and  whofc  province  it  was  to  watch 
over  the  interefts  of  the  Catholics  as  a  diftinct  body ;  and  a 
numerous  aflbciation  of  the  friends  of  liberty,  confuting  in- 
discriminately of  Proteftants  and  Catholics,  had  recently 
been  eftabliihed,  under  the  name  of  the  Society  of  United 
Irishmen,  whofc  object  it  was  to  obtain  a  complete  eman- 
cipation for  the  Catholics,  and  a  radical  reform  of  parlia- 
ment on  the  principles  of  univerfal  funrag*  and  annual 
election. 

In  the  preceding  feffion  of  1792  the  government  had 
made  fome  conceflions  to  the  Catholics,  which  only  ferved 
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to  (how  that  they  were  regaining  fome  degree  of  political 
confequence,  and  to  infpire  them  with  the  hope,  and  belief 
of  greater  fuccefs.  By  this  ad  all  legal  obftru&ions  to  the 
intermarriages  of  Catholics  and  Proteflants  were  removed. 
The  right  of  taking  apprentices  and  of  keeping  fchools  was 
reftored  to  them,  and  they  were  permitted  to  pra£Hfe  at  the 
bar.  But  the  grand  code  of  tyranny  and  opprefl^on  flill  re- 
mained in  force  :  and  in  a  report  made  by  a  committee  of 
the  Society  of  United  Irifhmen  to  the  members  of  it  at  this 
period,  a  mod  frightful  picture  is  exhibited  of  the  reflec- 
tions and  disabilities,  the  pains  and  the  penalties,  to  whicl* 
the  great  body  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  were  flill  liable, 
under  the  feveral  heads  of  education,  guardianfhip,  mar- 
riage,  felf-defence,  exercife  pf  religion,  civil  franchifes^ 
acquifition  and  enjoyment  of  property. 

The  number  and  extenfivc  fcopc  of  the  ftatutes  enume- 
rated in  the  repqrt  were  calculated  to  excite  the  aftonifh* 
meat,  no  Jefs  than  the  indignation  and  abhorrence,  of  every 
reflecling  pcrfon — «?  Statutes,"  to  ufe  the  language  of  the 
reporters,  "  unexampled  for  their  inhumanity  and  impo- 
licy, under  the  galling  yoke,  of  wh\ch  the  great  majority  of 
the  Irifh  nation  had  long  patiently  languifhed."—"  We  rc- 
cognife,"  fays  this  excellent  report,  "  a  free  ftate  in  the, 
light  excrcifed  by  its  inhabitants  of  framing  laws  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  their  liberty  and  property  againft  all  invafion  :  but 
with  us  the  order  of  civil  aflbciation  is  reverfed,  and  the 
law  becomes  the  foe,  the  ruffian  that  violates  the  rights  and 
deftroys  the  harmony  of  fociety. — As  to  the  favored  part  of 
the  community,  your  committee  (fay  they)  confidering  that 
this  black  code,  worthy  of  a  Turkifh  divan  in  its  expanded 
operations  over  this  realm,  is  utterly  fubverfive  of  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  the  conftitution,  feel  it  their  duty 
ferioufly  to  inculcate  this  truth,  that  our  liberties  mufl 
ever  reft  on  the  moft  precarious  foundation,  while  feven. 
eighths  of  ouf  fellow-citizens  remain  palfxed  in  the  exercife 
of  thofe'  rights  which  were  our  common  inheritance.-— No 
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conftitution  can  be  fecure  unlefs  the  body  of  the  people  have 
an  equal  intcrcft  therein." 

Alfo  the  general  committee  of  Catholics  publiflicd. 
(March  1792)  a  Declaration,  in  the  ilrongeft  terms  difa- 
vowing  and  abjuring  the  moil  obnoxious  tenets  imputed  to 
the  Catholics,  and  fuch  as  could  alone,  with  any  plaufibi- 
lity,  be  pleaded  in  palliation  of  the  dreadful  rigor  of  the 
penal  code — fuch  as  the  doctrine  of  the  depcfition  of  princes 
by  the  pope  j  that  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  heretics — that 
men  may  be  abfolvcd  from  the  obligation  of  their  oaths — 
that  the  pope  poflefles  any  civil  authority  or  jurisdiction 
whatever  within  the  realm  ;  and  eyjm  that  the  pope  has  any 
claim  to  the  attribute  of  infallibility,  or  the  power  of  par- 
doning fins  or  moral  offences  at  his  will.  The  Declaration 
concludes  with  a  moil  folemn  renunciation  of  all  claim  or 
pretence  to  the  lands  forfeited  by  the  different  ads  of  fjttic- 
iment  and  attainder  ;  and  an  equally  folemn  disclaimer  of 
any  intention  to  fubvert  the  actually  fubfifting  cftablifh- 
ment  either  in  church  or  flate. 

In  another  of  their  publications  they  thus  in  pathetic 
and  moving  terms  invoke  the  juftice  and  companion  of  the 
legiflative  power.  «  Behold  us  before  you,  chree  millions 
of  the  people  of  Ireland,  Subjects  of  the  fame  king,  inha- 
bitants of  the  fame  land,  bound  together  by  the  fame  focial 
contract,  good  and  loyal  Subjects  to  hij  myjefly,  his  crown 
and  government,  yet  doomed  to  one  unqualified  incapacity 
— to  an  univcrfal  civil  profcription.  We  are  excluded  from 
%he  (late,  we  are  excluded  from  the  revenues,  we  are  ex- 
cluded from  every  diftinction,  every  privilege,  every  oIHce, 
every  emolument,  every  civil  truft,  every  corporate  right. 
We  are  excluded  from  the  navy,  from  the  army,  from  the 
magiftrature,  from  the  profcfTicns.  V»re  are  excluded  from 
the  palladium  of  life,  liberty,  and  property — the  juries  and 
inquefts  of  our  country.  From  what  are  we  not  excluded  ? 
We  are  excluded  from  the  conftitution. — "We  molt  humbly 
and  carncftly  fupplicate  and  imp'ore  narl'arr.cnr  to  call  this 
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law  or  univerfal  exclufion  to  a  fevere  account,  and  now  at 
laft  to  demand  of  it  upon  what  principle  it  (lands  of  equity, 
of  morality,  of  juftice,  or  of  policy — We  demand  the 
fevereft  fcrutiny  into  our  principles,  our  actions,  our  words, 
and  our  thoughts.  Where  is  that  people  who,  like  us, 
can  offer  the  teftimony  of  an  hundred  years'  patient  fub- 
rniflion  to  a  code  of  laws,  of  which  no  man  living  is  now 
an  advocate,  without  (edition,  without  murmur,  without 
complaint  ?  Our  loyalty  had  undergone  a  century  of  fe- 
vere perfecution  for  .the  fake  of  our  religion,  and  we  have 
come  out  of  the  ordeal  with  our  religion  and  with  our  loy- 
alty. Why  then  are  we  ftill  left  under  the  ban  of  our  coun- 
try ?  We  differ,  it  is  true,  from  the  national  church  in 
fome  points  of  do&rinal  faith— "  Fortius,"  fay  thefe  re- 
in orrflrartts,  with  a  juft  and  decent  pride,  «  we  offer  no 
apology.  We  do  not  exercife  an  abje&  or  obfeure  fuperfti- 
tion.  If  we  err,  our  errors  have  been,  and  ftill  are,  fanc- 
tioned  by  the  example  of  many  flourifhing,  learned,  an^ 
civilized  nations." 

Adverting  once  more  in  this  eloquent  (latement  of  their 
grievances  to  their  total  and  unmerited  exclufion  from  their 
fights  and  privileges  of  the  conftitution,  they  fay,  "  this 
exclufion  is  the  fource  of  every  evil ;  it  makes  property  in- 
fecure,  and  induftry  precarious  ;  it  pollutes  the  ft  ream  of 
juftice ;  it  is  the  caufe  of  daily  humiliation.  It  is  the  in- 
furmountabie  barrier,  the  impaflable  line  of  feparation 
which  divides  the  nation,  and  which,  keeping  animofity 
alive,  prevents  the  entire  and  cordial  intermixture  of  the 
people  :  and  therefore  inevitably  it  is  that  fome  participation 
in  the  liberties  and  franchifes  of  our  country  becomes  the 
primary  and  cflential  object  of  our  ardent  and  common 
folteitation." 

As  a  proof  of  the  fincerity  and  integrity  of  the  public 
declaration  made  by  them  of  their  principles,  the  commit-^ 
tee  of  Catholics,  in  an  admirable  addrefs  to  the  nation  at 
•brge,  ftate,  as  perfectly  coincident  with  their  own,  the 
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opinions  of  the  famous  Catholic  univerfities  of  the  Sor- 
bonnc,  Douay,  Louvaine,  Alcala,  Salamanca,  and  Valla- 
dolid,  which  had  been  formally  confulted  relative  to  the 
chief  points  now  at  iflue,  by  the  committee  of  Englifh  Ca- 
tholics, at  the  exprefs  defire  of  the  Englifh  minifler,  pre- 
paratory to  the  paffing  of  the  Englifh  Catholic  Bill  j — the 
univerfity  of  Louvaine,  in  particular,  exprefling  its  amaze- 
ment that  fuch  queftions  fhould,  at  the  end  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century,  be  propofed  by  any  learned  body,  by  the 
inhabitants  of  a  kingdom  that  glories  in  the  talents  and  dif- 
cernment  of  its  ratives.* 

The  Englifh  cabinet  feemed,  in  confequence  of  the 
alarming  and  agitated  flate  of  the  country,  to  be  fully  con- 
vinced that  fome  decifive  meafures  of  redref3  muft  now  be 
adopted  in  relation  to  the  Catholics ;  and  lord  We  ft  more- 
land  was  inftrucled  thus,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  to  the 
two  houfes  at  the  opening  of  the  prefent  feffion,  to  exprefs 
himfelf : — "  I  have  it  in  particular  command  from  his  ma- 
jefty  to  recommend  it  to  you  to  apply  yourfclv^s  to  the 
confideration  of  fuch  meafures  as  may  t>e  the  moft  likely 
to  flrengthen  and  cement  a  general  union  of  fentiment 
among  all  clafles  acd  defcriptions  of  his  majefty's  Catholic 
fubje&s  in  fupport  of  the  eflablifhed  conftitution.  With 

'  this 

•  The  Queries  tranfmitted  to  the  Foreign  Uiiivcrfitie*  were  as  follow  : 

Firft,  Ha»  the  pope  or  cardinal,  or  any  body  of  roen,  or  any  individual 
of  the  church  of  Rome,  any  civil  authority,  power,  jurifdiclion,  or  pre- 
eminence whatever,  in  the  realm  of  F.ngland  ? 

Secondly,  Can  the  pope  or  cardinals,  or  any  body  of  men,  or  any  indivi- 
dual of  the  church  of  Rome,  abfolve  or  difpenfe  w  ith  hi*majefty'»  fubjc&i 
from  their  oath  of  allegiauce  on  any  pretence  whatlocver  ? 

'Thirdly,  Is  there  any  principle  in  the  tenets  of  the  Catholic  faith  by  which 
Catholics  ara  jufliri=d  in  not  keeping  faith  with  heretics  or  other  pcrfons  dif- 
fering from  them  in  religious  opinions,  in  any  tranfaSion  cither  of  a  public 
for  private  nature  ? 

It  is  fcarccly  neceflary  to  fay,  that  all  the  univerfities  confulted  anfwered 
decidedly,  and  fome  of  them  indignantly,  in  th:  u^tive,  to  all  thefe 
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this  view  his  majefty  trufts  that  the  fituation  of  his  m*- 
jetty's  Catholic  fubjtcts  will  engage  your  ferious  attention, 
and  in  the  confuleration  of  this  fubjecl:  he  relies  on  the  wif- 
dom  and  liberality  of  his  parliament." 

Early  in  March  the  expected  Bill  of  Relief  was  brought 
into  the  houfe  of  commons  by  Mr.  Secretary  Hobart,  and, 
in  its  original  form,  it  appeared  well  calculated  to  anfwer 
the  purpofe  intended.  The  influence  of  the  executive  go- 
vernment was  in  this  inftance  no  lefs  laudably  than  pow- 
erfully and  feafonably  exerted  but  it  had  ftrong  obftacle? 
in  the  bigotry  and  prejudice  of  a  great  ma^rity  of  the  houfe 
to  encounter.  "  The  inveteracy  of  fome,"  fays  a  writer 
well  informed  on  this  fubjeel:,  "  was  not  to  be  overcome 
even  in  the  agonies  of  their  defpair.  Whatever  could  be 
faved  to  them  from, this  wrqck  of  their  monopoly  they  fe- 
cured  by  exceptions  from  the  broad  and  liberal  relief  whicty 
the  firft  form  of  the  bill  held  out."* 

Some  of  thefc  exceptions  were  admitted  ;  others  were 
rejected.  The  chief  enacting  claufe,  enabling  the  Catho- 
lics to  exercife  and  enjoy  all  civil  and  military  offices  and 
places  of  trull  or  profit  under  the  crown,  was  almoft  para- 
lyzed by  the  fufcfcqucnt  reftri&ions, — that  it  fhould  not  be 
conftrued  to  extend  to  enable  any  Roman-catholic  to  fit  or 
vote  in  either  houfe  of  parliament,  or  to  §11  the  office  of 
lord -lieutenant  or  lord-chancellor,  or  judge  in  either  of  the 
three  courts  of  Record  or  Admiralty,  nor  keeper  of  the 
privy-feal,  fecretary  of  (late,  lieutenant  or  cuftos  rotulorurq 
of  counties,  nor  privy-counfellor,  or  matter  in  Chancery, 
nor  a  general  on  the  ftafF,  nor  (herifF  or  fubfherifF  of  any 
county,  with  a  long  catalogue  of  other  difqualifications. 

Mr.  Fofter,  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  declared, 
on  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  that  he  confidcred  it  as  the 
prelude  and  certain  fore-runner  of  the  overthrow  of  the 
Proteftant  eftablifhmcnt.    And  the  lord-chancellor  Fitzgib- 
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bail)  who  was  regarded  as  the  head  of  the  Anti-catholic 
party,  declared,  "  that  it  was  an  abfurd  and  wicked  fpe- 
culation  to  look  to  the  total  repeal  of  the  Popery  laws  of 
that  kingdom,  or  to  endeavour  to  communicate  the  effici- 
ent power  of  the  Proteftants  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland- 
As  long  (faid  his  lordftup)  as  the  nature  of  man  continue* 
what  it  is,  a  zealous  Catholic  cannot  poflibly,  or  with  good 
faith,  exercife  the  powers  of  government  in  fupport  of  a 
Proteftant  eftablilhment,  or  of  the  Proteftant  connc&ion 
with  Great  Britain.  If,  therefore,  I  am  the  fingle  man  to 
raife  my  voice  againft  fuch  a  project,  I  will  refill  it." 

The  oppofition  of  the  lord-chancellor  was  feconded  with, 
great  vehemence  by  Dr.  Agar,  archbifliop  of  Cafhel,  a  pre- 
late who  had,  on  a  former  occafion,  diltinguifhed  himfclf 
by  the  memorable  declaration,  «  that  the  Roman-catholic 
religion  was  a  religion  of  knaves  and  fools." 

The  bill  at  length,  clogged  with  innumerable  modifica-^ 
tions  and  reftri&ions,  paffed  with  few  diflentient  voices  into 
a  law  :  and  though  it  flopped  far  (hort  of  Catholic  cmanci  - 
pation,  and  bore  no  relation  to  parliamentary  reform,  it  was 
fuppofed.  to  be  all  that  the  executive  government  could,  at 
this  time,  without  too  violent  an  exertion,  effect  ;  and  upon 
this  account  it  was  received  with  gratitude  and  fatisfa&ion. 
JVIr.  Curran,  an  eminent  advocate  of  the  Irifh  bar,  and  an 
eloquent  fpeaker  in  parliament,  declared,  in  relation  to  the 
fituation  of  the  Catholics,  "  that  had  the  petition  pafied 
over  lad  year  in  contemptuous  neglect  by  the  Irifh  parlia- 
ment been  this  year,  rejected  by  the  throne,  there  remained 
only  one  other  throne  for  mifery  to  invoke.  From  that  laft 
and  dreadful  appeal  the  country  had  now  been  laved  by  the 
paternal  benignity  of  the  fovereign  and  father  of  his  people." 
— As  a  farther  conceflion  to  the  reviving  fpirit  of  liberty  in 
Ireland,  a  Libel  Bill  paflcd,  fimilar  to  that  of  Mr.  Fox  in 
England  ;  the  power  of  the  crown  to  grant  penfions  on  the 
Irifh  eftablifhment  was  limited  to  the  fum  of  80,000/.  ;  and 
certain  descriptions  of  placemen  and  penfioners  were  ex- 
cluded 
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eluded  from  the  privilege  of  fitting  in  the  houfe  of  com-» 
mons.  Alfo  the  king  declared  his  acceptance  of  a  limited 
fum,  fixed  at  225,000/.  for  the  expencesof  his  civil  lift,  in 
lieu  of  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the  crown ;  "  a  mea- 
fure,"  as  the  fpeaker,  in  his  fpeech  to  the  lord-lieutenant 
at  the  clofe  of  the  feflion,  juftly  obferved,  "  efTential  for 
effectuating  in  that  kingdom  a  fimilar  control  over  the  ap- 
plication of  the  public  money  to  that  which  had  been  long 
cftabliihcd  in  Great  Britain." 

On  the  other  hand,  the  court  was  gratified  by  the  pafling 
of  Alien  and. Traitorous  Correfpondence  Bills,  analogous  to 
thofe  of  England  ;  and  yet  mofe  by  an  ad  of  an  extraordi- 
nary nature,  «  To  prevent  the  election  or  appointment  of 
afibmblies,  purporting  to  reprefent  the  people,  or  any  de- 
fer ipt  ion  or  number  of  the  people,  under  pretence  of  pre- 
paring or  prefenting  petitions,  &c.  to  the  king  or  either 
houfe  of  parliament,  for  alteration  of  matters  eftabliftied  by 
law,  or  redrefs  of  alleged  grievances  in  church  or  ftate.% 
This  act  plainly  indicated  the  apprehenfions  of  government 
that  the  Catholics  would  not  be  permanently  fatisfied  with 
the  concefiions  now  made  to  them :  and  the  meafure  in 
queftion  was  adopted,  in  order  to  make  it  impracticable 
for  them  to  meet  in  provincial  or  national  convention. 
The  policy,  therefore,  of  the  prefent  feflion  was  not  to  ex- 
tinguilh  difcontent,  but  to  allay  it  for  the  prefent,  and  to 
reprefs  the  external  fymptoms  of  this  political  diftempera- 
ture  in  future.  x 

The  earl  of  Weftmoreland,  on  proroguing  the  parlia- 
ment on  the  1 6th  Auguft  (1793),  informed  the  two  houfes, 
"  that  the  wifdom  and  liberality  with  which  they  had  at- 
tended to  his  majefty's  recommendation  in  favor  of  his 
Roman-catholic  fubjects  were  highly  pleafing  to  the  king." 
—That  the  fentimcnts  of  the  Britifh  cabinet  were  not, 
however,  really  favorable  to  the  general  interefts  of  liberty 
too  plainly  appeared  from  the  manner  with  which  the 
powers  of  government  were  cxercifed  at  this  time  both  in 
England  and  Scotland. 
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Notwithflanding  the  great  predominance  of  the  fpirit  of 
loyalty,  and  the  numbcrlefs  addrefles  of  duty  and  allegiance 
transmitted  from  all  parts  of  the  united  kingdom,  and  the 
perfect  fecurity  of  the  government,  a  mean  and  mercilefe 
fpirit  of  revenge  difplayed  itfelf  in  the  profecution  and  pu^ 
nifhment  of  very  many  petty  offenders  accufed  of  the  vaguer 
and  indefinable  crime  of  (edition — amongft  whom  were  fe- 
veral  printers  and  bookfellers ;  fo  that  it  became  extremely 
dangerous  to  publifh  any  tract  or  pamphlet  reflecting  in  any 
manner  upon  the  meafures  of  government,  and  the  liberty 
of  the  prefs  was  filently  and  virtually  annihilated. 

The  profecutions  in  Scotland  were  of  a  nature  more  im- 
portant and  interefting.  The  fpirit  of  political  reform  ha<t 
diffufed  itfelf  very  wUcly  in  that  kingdom,  blended,  as  i* 
too  frequently  the  cafe,  with  the  alloy  of  enthufiafm  and 
theoretic  extravagance*  A  numerous  aflbcintion  of  perfona 
of  this  complexion,  fent  from  various  towns  and  diftri£ts> 
met  this  fummer  at  Edinburgh,  under  the  pompous  title  of 
a  Convention  of  Delegates  for  obtaining  Univerfal  Suffrage 
and  Annual  Parliaments.  This  was  no  infraction  of  any 
known  exi fling  law  ;  and  a  (imilar  proceeding  had  taken 
place  in  England  in  the  year  1780 — a  convention  of.  dele- 
gates from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  for  the  purpofeof 
obtaining  a  reform  in  parliament,  meeting  in  London  re- 
peatedly, not  only  without  judicial  or  parliamentary  ani- 
madverfion,  but  with  national  approbation  and  applaufe — 
Mr.  Pitt,  now  firft  minifter,  being  himfelf  a  delegate  to  this 
convention. 

The  extreme  indifcretion  of  the  Scottifh  aflbciation  ap- 
peared, however,  very  manifeft,  in  their  affected  adoption 
of  the  modes  and  forms  eftablifhed  in  the  National  Aflem- 
bly  of  France  ;  and  more  efpecially  in  their  habitual  ufc  of 
the  obnoxious  term  u  Citizen."  But  although  thefe  things- 
indicated  great  puerility  and  want  of  judgment,  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  many  perfons  of  great  refpectability,  attending 
only  or  chiefly  to  the  object  in  view,  and  regardlefs  of  thefe 
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follies  which  they  no  doubt  difapproved  and  defpifed,  haa 
accepted  the  office  of  delegates,  and,  with  perfect  rectitude 
of  intention,  entered  as  members  into  this  afTociation.  On  a 
fudden,  and  while  the  legality  of  this  conventional  affembly 
was  yet  unqucftioncd,  divers  of  the  delegates  were  appre- 
hended (Auguft  1793)  on  a  charge  of  fedition,  and  brought 
to  their  trial  before  the  High  Court  of  Jufticiary,  by  whom 
they  were  found  guilty  upon  evidence  which  would  in  the 
Englifli  courts  have  been  held  totally  inadmiifible,  and  by 
the  judges  of  that  defpotic  tribunal  fcrttenced  to  be  trans- 
ported beyond  the  feas  for.the  term  of  fourteen  years,  to 
fuch  place  as  his  majelty  fhould  judge  proper. 

Of  this  number  were,  Mr.  Muir,  one  of  the  Faculty  of 
Advocates  at  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Gerald,  whofe  eloquent  de^ 
feci  attracted  much  notice,  Mr.Skirving,  and  Mr.  Marga- 
rot,  who  were  foon  afterwards,  with  many  circumftances 
of  relentlcfs  barbarity,  conveyed  in  a  government  tranfport, 
with  a  crowd  of  felons  of  die  vileft  defcription,  acrofs  the 
Atlantic  and  Indian  Oceans  to  the  fcttlemcnt  of  Botany- 
Bay.    The  fame  hard  fate  awaited  Mr.  Palmer,  an  Englifli 
clergyman  of  moral  character,  whofe  zeal  for  the  difTemi- 
nation  of  unitarian  principles  in  religion  had  induced  him  to 
fix  his  refidence  at  Dundee,  where  he  had  opened  a  chapel 
and  collected  a  congregation.    Being  a  friend  to  political 
no  lefs  than  religious  liberty,  this  gentleman  had  been 
engaged  in  re-printing  an  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Scotland 
on  the  fubject  of  reform,  containing  many  bold  truths  and 
fume  unguarded  expreffions  ;  not,  however,  more  cenfur- 
able  than  might  cafily  be  found  in  thoufands  of  papers,  the 
political  ephemera  of  the  day,  which  have  in  England  pafled 
altogether  unnoticed. 

For  this  offence  Mr.  Palmer  was  tried  by  the  Circuit- 
court  of  Judiciary,  and  fentenced  to  feven  years'  tranfpor- 
tation  beyond  the  fear,.  The  amiable  qualities  of  the  indi- 
viduals who  were  condemned  excited  a  general  fympathy 
for  their  futferings,  and  infpircd  into  the  brents  of  thou- 
fands 
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fond*  a  perfe&  deteftation  of  the  man  and  the  minifter  who 
had  raifed  himfelf  to  power  by  his  pretended  zeal  for  the 
caufe  of  parliamentary  reform,  and  had  now  become  the 
moft  implacable  profecutor  of  thofe  who  (till  retained  the 
principles  which  he  had  abandoned  ;  preferring  poverty, 
exile,  and  death,  to  the  pofleffion  of  riches  and  honors  pur- 
chafable  only  at  the  price  of  an  infamous  and  profligate 
apoftafy.  In  relation  to  thefe  trials,  it  was  contended  in 
vain,  though  with  much  ftrength  of  legal  argument,  that 
the  crime  charged  upon  thefe  gentlemen  was  merely  that  of 
leafmg-making,  or  public  libel ;  the  punifhment  for  which, 
by  the  law  of  Scotland,  is  banifhment,  under  which  term 
tranfportation  to  a  fpecific  place,  which  is  obvioufly  a  fen- 
tencc  of  a  feverer  nature,  could  not  be  included.  As  the 
forms  of  procedure  in  the  criminal  courts  of  that  kingdom 
are  extremely  arbitrary,  and  the  evidence  admitted  in  them 
to  the  Lift  degree  vague  and  flight,  the  punifhment  annexed 
ought  at  leaft  to  be  mild  and  moderate :  but  admitting  the 
charges  againft  the  prefent  delinquents  to  be  fully  proven, 
the  fentence  pa  (Ted  upon  them  was  fo  difproportionatc  to 
their  guilt,  that  the  whole  tranfaftion  was  calculated  to  ex- 
cite,  and  in  fa&  it  did  excite,  general  indignation  and  hor- 
ror, not  in  Britain  only,  but  throughout  Europe.  «  The 
trial  of  the  Scottifli  advocate,  T.  Muir,"  fays  a  refpe&able 
German  writer,  "  who,  for  various  endeavours  to  eflec"t,  a 
reform  of  the  parliament  of  his  country,  was  condemned  to 
be  tranfported  to  Botany-Bay,  muft  excite  in  the  breaft  of 
every  German  an  efteem  for  his  native  land.  We  here  fee 
a  man  fent  to  Botany-Bay  on  account  of  an  accufation  to 
which  a  German  court  of  juftice  would  have  been  afhamed 
to  liften."* 

The  military  operations  of  the  autumnal  months  of  the 
campaign  remain  to  be  narrated.  In  a  feffion  of  the  French 
Convention,  held  Auguft  16th,  the  energetic  and  fertile 
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genius  of  Barrere  conceived  the  fublime  project  of  exciting 
the  whole  people  of  France  to  rife  en  maffe  to  expel  the  in* 
vaders  from  their  territory  :  and  by  the  unremitted  exertions 
of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  this  plan,  in  appear- 
ance, fo  chimerical,  was  regularly  digefted,  and  the  new 
levies  organized  with  lingular  difpatch  and  ability. 

On  the  25th  of  Auguft  the  duke  of  York,  with  his  army* 
arrived  before  Dunkirk,  after  waiting  long  for  the  train  o£ 
artillery  from  England* neceflary  for  the  fiege.  During  the. 
delay  a  fecret  correfpondence,  carried  on  by  the  duke  with* 
general  O'Moran,  governor  of  the*  place,  was  difcovered  ; 
O'Moran  was  difmifled,  and  afterwards  fufTered  for  his 
treachery;  and  the  garrifon  was  augmented  by  a  rein- 
forcement of  12,000  veteran  troops.  The  defign  was- 
therefore  hopelefs.  The  works  were,  however,  carried* 
on,  though  with  trivial  eile£t,  till  the  6th  of  September, 
on  which  day  the  covering  army,  commanded  by  the  Ha— 
noverian  field-marfhal  Freytag,  was  unexpectedly  attacked* 
and  totally  routed  by  a  large  body  of  troops  fuddenly  col- 
lected by  general  Houchard-,  the  marftial  himfelf  and 
prince  Adolphus,  fon  of  the  king  of  England,  were  taken 
prifoners,  though  afterwards  refcued.  A  grand  fortie  was> 
at  the  fame  time  attempted  by  the  garrifon  with  complete, 
fuccefs,  and  the  duke  of  York  was  compelled  on  the  7th  tov 
raife  the  fiege  with  the  greateft  precipitation,  fuffering  very 
great  lofs  in  his  retreat,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  flight* 
The  fine  train  of  heavy  artillery  from  England  was  only- 
landed  to  be  loft — no  lefs  than  1 14  pieces  falling  into  die. 
hands  of  the  enemy.  The  French  government,  however,, 
far  from  being  fatisfied  with  what  was  effected,  charged 
the  general,  M.  Houchard,  with  culpable  negligence,  ia 
not  cutting  off  the  retreat  of  the  Englifli  army  altogether, 
as  it  was  generally  allowed  he  might  with  much  facility 
have  done  :  and  being  denounced  by  the  Jacobin  party,  he. 
.  (willed  by  the  fevere  fentence  of  the  Revolutionary  Tri- 
bunal.   What  was  ftill  more  extraordinary,  general  Cuf- 
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tine,  who  had  fignalizcd  himfclf  by  very  brilliant  exploits 
during  the  former  and  the  prefent  campaign  on  the  banks 
of  the  Rhine,  met  witli  the  fame  cruel  fate  for  not  attempt- 
ing, by  fome  grand  and  decifive  effort,  the  relief  of  Valen- 
ciennes. The  world  flood  amazed  at  thefe  in  fiances  of  re- 
publican ferocity,  and  it  was  imagined  by  thofe  who  were 
ignorant  of  the  (prings  by  which  human  nature  13  actuated* 
that  no  general  of  talents  would  be  found  to  aflume  in  fu- 
ture the  command  of  the  French  armies  :  but  events  foon 
demonftrated  the  groflhefs  of  this  miftake.  In  fact,  when 
fo  much  was  exacted,  nope  but  thofe  who  felt  the  confei- 
oufnefs  of  fuperior  genius,  combined  with  heroic  courage, 
could  venture  to  undertake  fo  perilous  a  truft. 

The  French  army  of  the  North  now  took  a  ftrong  pofi- 
tion,  under  general  Jourdain,  the  fucceflbr  of  Houchard 
and  Cuftine,  near  the  town  of  Maubeuge,  in  the  blockade 
of  which  the  allies  were  engaged  with  their  whole  re- 
collected force  under  the  prince  of  Cobourg.  On  the  15th 
of  October  the  enemy  made  a  grand  attack  upon  the  army 
of  the  prince  with  fuch  Vigor  and  effect  as  to  compel  that 
able  commander  to  abandon  his  chain  of  pofls  and  repafs  the 
Sambre.  General  Jourdain  was  by  this  means  at  liberty  to 
fend  detachments,  in  various  directions,  to  Maritime  Flan- 
ders, where  they  took  poflefTion,  with  little  refiftance,  of 
Werwick,  Menin,  and  Furnes.  They  then  proceeded  to 
Nieuport,  which  was  faved  only  by  having  recourfe  to  the 
defperate  expedient  of  an  inundation,  and  Oflend  itfelf  was 
thought  not  free  from  danger. 

Early  in  the  month  of  September,  Landau  had  been  in- 
verted by  the  combined  powers ;  but  that  important  for- 
trefs  being  covered  and  protected  by  the  French  army  poll- 
ed, under  general  Irembert,  at  WeuTemburg  on  the  Lauter, 
general  Wurmfer,  the  Auflrian  commander,  on  the  13th 
of  October  made  a  grand  attack  upon  the  lines,  which 
were  carried,  with  the  towns  of  Lauterburg  and  WeifTem- 
burg,  after  a  comparatively  feeble  refiftance.    The  French 
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retreated  with  precipitation,  and  the  forts  of  Haguerrau 
and  Vauban  were  fucceffively  reduced  by  general  Wurmfer. 
In  the  beginning  of  November  the  Conventional  commifli- 
oners,  St.  Juft  and  Le  Bas,  arrived  for  the  purpofe  of  en- 
couraging and  re-organizing  the  troops.  They  ordered  im- 
menfe  reinforcements  from  the  neighbouring  departments  ; 
and,  to  afford  a  third  example  of  what  they  fty  led  falutaiy 
feverity,  general  Irembcrt,  charged  with  treachery  in  the 
affair  of  Weiflemburg,  was  fentenced  to  be  fhot  at  the 
head  of  the  army.  General  Hochc,  who,  as  commander 
of  the  army  of  the  Mofelle,  had  checked  the  progrefs  of  the 
duke  of  Brunfwic,  now  advanced  to  fuilain  the  army  of  the 
Rhine  under  general  Pichegru  ;  and  thefe  two  heroes,  who 
were  oppofed  by  the  equal  bravery  and  {kill  of  the  veteran 
Wurmfer,  performed  in  conjunction  prodigies  of  valor. 
At  length  the  Auflrian  commander,  overpowered  by  fupe- 
hor  force,  was  compelled  flowly  and  reluctantly  to  relin- 
quifh  his  conquefts ;  and,  after  a  continued  feries  of  the 
mod  obftinate  conflicts,  the  Republican  army,  on  the  27th 
of  December,  entered  Weiflemburg  in  triumph,  the  Im- 
perialifts  retreating,  behind  the  Rhine,  and  the  duke  o£ 
Brunfwic  haftily  falling  back  to  cover  the  city  of  Mentz. 
The  fiege  of  Landau  was  immediately  raifed,  and  Keifar- 
flautern,  Germeriheim,  and  Spires,  were  repofTefled  by  the 
French  troops. 

Notwithstanding  the  very  ferious  afpe&  which  the  re* 
hellion  in  La  Vendee  had  for  a  time  worn,  the  efforts  o£ 
die  Convention  were  eminently  fuccefsful  alfo  in  that  quar- 
ter. The  character  of  the  infurgents,  who  were  the  de- 
voted adherents  of  church  and  king,  was  made  up  of  ig- 
norance, fuperftition,  and  barbarity.  It  was  faid  that  they 
mingled  the  facramental  wine  with  the  blood  of  their  adver- 
faries,  and  adminiftered  it  to  the  people.  On  one  of  their 
captured  ftandards,  prefented  to  the  Convention,  was  em- 
broidered, on  one  fide  the  figure  of  a  bifhop  in  his  pontifi- 
cals, and  on  the  reverfe  the  Virgin  Mary^with  an  infant 
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Jefus.  General  Charette,  their  commander,  affaulted  the 
city  of  Nantz  while  the  citizens  were  celebrating  the  civic 
feaft  of  the  ioth  of  Auguft,  but  was  vigoroufly  repulfed; 
after  which  the  infurgents  were  defeated  in  a  variety  of  en- 
gagements madly  contefted  with  the  generals  Wefterman, 
Beyfler,  and  Roflignol ;  and  at  the  end  of  October  they 
no  longer  appeared  in  any  confiderable  force.  An  expedi- 
tion had  been  planned  by  the  Britifh  government,  but  with 
many  concomitant  and  chara&eriftic  circumftances  of  in- 
coherence and  imbecility,  for  the  purpofe  of  co-operating 
with  the  royalifts  on  the  coaft6  of  Britanny,  and  the  com- 
mand entrufted  to  an  officer  of  high  and  approved  merit, 
<he  earl  of  Moira.  But  this  was  only  a  fecondary  object: 
with  the  Englifti  cabinet,  who  drained  every  nerve  to  exhi- 
bit to  the  Ueft  advantage  the  military  talents  of  the  duke  of 
York  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army  in  Flanders — lofing 
the  opportunity,  never  to  be  retrieved,  of  ftriking  a  mortal 
blow  into  the  vitals  of  France  on  the  oppofite  quarter.  At 
length,  on  the  ift  of  December,  when  the  infurre&ion  was 
in  a  manner  fubdued,  the  Britifh  armament  failed  from 
Portfmouth,  and  early  the  next  morning  they  made  the 
coaft  of  Normandy  near  Cherbourg ;  but  not  one  of  the 
concerted  fignals  was  anfwered  from  the  more;  upon  which 
his  lordlhip  retired  to  Guernfey,  where  he  learned  from  un- 
doubted intelligence  the  difcomfiture  and  difperfion  of  the 
royalifts,  upon  whom  the  vengeance  of  the  Convention, 
by  this  time  wholly  Jacobinical,  was  exercifed  with  the 
*noft  favage  and  wicked  ferocity.  To  the  proceedings  of 
this  famous  aflembly,  fince  the  acra  of  the  trial  and  execu- 
tion of  the  king,  it  is  now  become  neceflary  to  advert. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  1793,  the  plan  of  a  new  con- 
(litution,  on  pure  republican  principles,  was  prefented  to 
the  Convention  by  M.  Condorcet,  a  leader  of  the  Briflbtine 
faction,  in  a  report  from  the  committee  appointed  for  that 
important  purpofe.  As  the  plan  in  queftion  was  univerfally 
Regarded  by  ail  perfons,  of  all  parties,  as  altogether  vifionary 
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and  impracticable,  it  is  fuperfluous  to  dwell  upon  the 
defefts  of  it.  The  mod  (Inking  feature  of  this  extraor- 
dinary model  of  a  perfect  government  was,  that  the  mem-* 
bers  of  the  council  in  which  the  executive  power  was  pro- 
pofed  to  be  veiled  were  to  be  ele&ed  by  the  people  at 
Jarge  ;  and  it  was  apparent  that  the  whole  was  the  dream 
of  a  theorift.  This  failure  was  particularly  unfortunate,  as 
it  left  all  the  powers  of  government,  executive,  legiflative, 
and  judicial,  ftill  to  be  exercifed  without  control  by  the 
Conventional  Aflembly,  in  which  the  Jacobins  were  contj- 
nually  gaining  ground  upon  their  adverfaries. 

In  the  month  of  March  the  celebrated  Revolutionary 
Tribunal,  for  deciding  upon  offences  againft  the  ftate,  was 
organifed.  This  dreadful  court  confifted  of  fix  judges,  to 
be  elected  by  a  majority  of  voices  in  the  afle  mbly,  tQ  whom 
were  joined  a  public  accufer  and  two  afliftants.  The  fen- 
tence  of  this  court  was  wholly  arbitrary,  and  without  ap- 
peal •,  and  the  crimes  on  which  it  was  to  pronounce  were 
vague,  undefined,  and  undefinable — fecming  to  compre- 
hend not  merely  the  actions  but  the  words,  and  even,  by 
a  horrid  mockery  of  juftice,  the  thoughts  and  mod  fecref 
intentions,  of  thofe  fufpc&cd  of  difafFcdiorj, 

On  the  ift  of  April  a  decree,  fatal  in  its  confequences  tQ 
the  GirondiftorBriflbtine  party,  was  pafied,aboli filing  the  inr 
violability  of  the  deputies  of  die  Convention  when  accufed  of 
crimes  againft  the  ftate.  In  the  fame  month  the  powers  of  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety  were  fo  much  enlarged,  that  the 
Executive  Council  became  mere  cyphers  in  the  government. 
The  chiefs  of  the  BrifTotines  appeared  to  be  aftonifhed  and  • 
confounded  at  thefe  daring  and  defperate  meafures  of  their 
inveterate  adverfaries,  confident  in  their  prowefs  and  po- 
pularity, and  made  no  vigorous  oppofition  to  decrees  evi- 
dently intended  to  pave  the  way  to  their  deftruction.  Nearly 
at  the  fame  time  it  was  refolved  that  the  branches  of  the 
royal  family  remaining  in  France  fhould  be  detained  as  hof- 
tages  for  the  fafcty  of  general  Bournonville  and  the  arretted 
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deputies  ;  and  that,  excepting  thofe  confined  in  the  Temple, 
all  the  Bourbons  (hould  be  removed  to  Marfeilles.  In  this 
decree  the  duke  of  Orleans,  though  a  member  of  the  Con- 
vention, and  although  he  had  courted  popularity  by  the 
mod  degrading  and  criminal  facrifices,  was  included. 

On  the  ioth  of  May  the  republic  was,  in  oppofition  to 
the  favourite  ideas  and  fecret  efforts  of  the  BrifTotines,  who 
preferred  a  federal  government,  upon  the  plan  of  that  efta- 
blifhed  in  America,  declared  one  and  indivisible.  It 
was  now  manifefl  that  the  Girondifts,  fo  inferior  to  their 
antagojoifts  in  vigor  and  decifion,  and  even,  notwithflanding 
the  intellectual  and  literary  accompHihments  of  the  leaders 
©f  the  party,  grofsly  deficient  in  practical  talents  for  go- 
vernment, mull  finally  fink  under  the  conteft,  of  which 
they  were  unequal  to  the  management.  On  the  13  th  of 
May  M.  Condorcet  propofed,  that  the  prefent  Convention 
{hould  be  diflblved,  and  a  new  Convention  chofen  on  the  1  ft 
of  November  next :  but  this  being  violently  oppqfed,  the 
^BrifTotines,  dreading  to  come  to  extremities,  weakly  con- 
fented  to  an  adjournment  of  the  motion.  On  the  1 8th  of 
May,  M.  Guadet,  infixing  that  the  Convention  was  no 
longer  free  in  Paris,  and  that  the  power  of  the  (late  was 
palling  into  the  hands  of  the  anarchifts,  moved,  much  too 
late  to  produce  any  effect,  the  decifive  propofition  that  the 
fittings  of  the  Convention  be  removed  to  Bourges,  and  all  the  . 
conftituted  authorities  of  Paris  fliould  be  broken  and 
diflblved.  M.  Barrere  recommended  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  enquire  into  the  evils  complained  of,  which 
was,  by  the  pufillanimous  compromife  of  the  Girondiftsa 
decreed  by  the  Convention. 

Thefe  half-meafures  of  the  BruTotine  party  only  increafed 
the  rage  and  excited  the  contempt  of  the  Jacobins — accele* 
rating,  in  all  probability,  the  cataftrophe  which  almoft  im- 
rnediately  enfued.  The  city  of  Paris,  in  confequence  of 
the  violence  of  the  two  parties  in  the  Convention,  was  kept 
j$  a  (late  of  extreme  agitation,  and  fcarcely  c  uld  the 
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inhabitants  of  that  lawlcfs  metropolis  be  redrained  from  a 
renewal  of  the  dreadful  fcenes  lately  a&ed  there.  The 
fucceffive  fittings  of  the  Convention  till  the  3 1  ft  exhibited 
a  {hocking  picture  of  tumult  and  confufion.     Very  early 
on  the  morning  of  that  day  the  tocfin  was  founded,  the 
generate  beaten,  and  the  alarm-gun  fired.    Terror  pervaded 
every  bread.     At  feven  o'clock  the  Convention  met,  and 
foon  a  deputation  appeared  at  the  bar  from  the  Revolt 
tionary  Committees,  demanding,  amongft  various  other 
things,  the  immediate  arreft  of  Claviere,  miniiler  of  finance, 
and  Le  Brun,  of  foreign  affairs.    The  department  of  Paris 
next  appeared,  and  demanded  a  decree  of  accufation  againft 
Briffot,  Guadet,  Roland,  Ifnard,  Vergniaud,  and  many 
others  of  the  moft  di(lingui(hed  note  in  the  Gironde  party. 
M.  Barrere,  who  had  with  infinite  art  and  addrefs  vibrated 
between  the  two  factions,  now  took  a  decided  part  with  the 
Jacobins,  and,  in  the  name  of  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety,  propofed  that  the  accufed  deputies  ihould  be  invited 
to  fufpend  themfelves  from  their  functions.    With  this  the 
major  part  of  them  complied  •,  and  in  a  fhort  time  being 
inverted  with  an  armed  force,  and  cannon  planted  at  the 
avenues,  a  decree  patted  the  Convention,  ordering  the  ar- 
reft  of  the  deputies,  with  the  minifters  Claviere  and  Lc 
Brun. 

After  the  public  commotions  had  in  fome  degree  fub* 
fided,  the  firft  dep  of  the  triumphant  party  was  to  frame 
the  model  of  a  new  conftitution,  which  thofe  who  were  in 
the  actual  pofleffion  of  power,  as  might  alfo  be  fufpe&cd  of 
the  Briflbtineg,  would  probably  not  appear  in  too  much 
hafte  to  carry  into  effect  „  In  about  a  month  the  completion 
of  tjie  expected  conftitution  was  announced,  confiding  of 
no  lefs  than  1 24  articles,  which,  after  a  very  flight  difcuf- 
fion,  was  recognifed  by  the  Convention  as  the  Conftitutional 
A  ft.  But  as  the  execution  of  this  act  was  fufpended  dur- 
ing the  revolutionary  crifis,  and  never  fubfequcntly  revived, 
it  may,  like  the  former,  be  fuffered  quietly  to  pafs  into 
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•blivion.     Yet  was  this  Jacobinc  conftitution  generally 
regarded  as  lefs  effentially  defective  than  that  of  M.  Con- 
dorcet.    Population  was,  agreeably  to  the  principles  of  it, 
the  fole  bafis  of  reprefentation,  the  election  of  members 
annual,  and  the  right  of  fuffragc  univerfal.    The  Legifla- 
tive  Body  propofes  the  plan  of  laws,  which  are  tranfmitted 
for  confirmation  or  rejection  to  the  fevcral  departments. 
The  Executive  Council,  confiding  of  twenty-four  mem- 
bers, is  chofen  by  the  legiflature  from  a  lift  compofed  of 
one  nominee  from  each  department ;  and  half  the  number 
is  renewed  by  each  legiflature  in  the  laft  month  of  the 
feflion.    The  judicial  power  to  be  exercifed  by  perfons  to  be 
elected  yearly  by  the  Electoral  AfTemblies. 

The  tranfactions  of  the  31ft  of  May  caufed  a  great 
(hock  throughout  the  nation,  and  France  feemed  ready  to 
fall  a  prey  to  the  diftractions  which,  at  this  fatal  period, 
afflicted  the  new-created  republic.    Various  of  the  accufed 
(deputies  effected  their  efcape  to  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try which  feemed  well  difpofed  to  rife  in  fupport  of  the 
authority  of  the  Convention ;  but  the  city  of  Paris  and 
the  foldiery  remained  firm  to  the  government  party.  The 
department  of  Calvados  was  the  firft  in  arms  ;  and,  about 
the  beginning  of  July,  a  confiderable  force  had  affembled, 
which  affumcd  the  appellation  of  the  Departmental  Army, 
under  the  direction  of  the  fugitive  deputies,  Petion,  Buzot, 
Barbaroux,  &c. :  but  on  their  approach  to  Evreux,  they 
were  encountered  by  the  national  troops,  and  foon  broken 
and  difperfed,  mod  of  the  deputies  being  made  prifoners. 
An*  infurrection  alfo  took  place  in  the  department  of 
the  Gironde,  excited  by  their  own  profcribed  reprefenta- 
tives,  Vergniaud,  Genfonne,  Guadet,  &c.  which  was  alfo 
quickly  fuppreffed.     But  by  far  the  mod  formidable 
refiftance  to  the  reigning  faction  took   place  in  the 
fouth,  where  the  three  great  cities,  Lyons,  Marfcilles,  and 
Toulon,  entered  into  a  fort  of  federal  league,  and  feem- 
ed to  menace  the  diflblution  of  the  exifting  authorities. 
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A  ftrong  force  was  difpatched  again  ft  them,  under  general 
Carteaux,  about  the  end  of  July  ;  and  in  the  beginning  of 
Auguft  the  Marfeillois  were  driven  from  the  department  of 
Vauclufe,  and  on  the  24th  the  republicans  captured  the 
town  of  Aix  'f  after  which  Marfeilles  threw  open  its  gates 
and  fubmitted.    But  the  people  of  Toulon  and  the  French 
admiral  Trugoff  entered  into  a  negotiation  with  the  Englifli 
admiral,  lord  Hood,  who  was  then  cruizing  in  the  Medi- 
terranean ;  and  he  took  pofleflion  both  of  the  town  and 
the  fhipping  in  the  name  of  Louis  XVII.  and  under  the 
cxprefs  and  pofitive  ftipulation  that  he  was  to  affift  in  re. 
ftoring  the  ©onftitution  of  1789. 

In  the  mean  time  general  Ketterman,  who  commanded 
the  army  of  the  Alps,  was  difpatched  againft  Lyons,  which 
contained  an  immenfe  and  motley  multitude  of  difaflected 
citizens  of  aH  ciaffes — Girondifts,  royalifts,  and  conftitu- 
tional  monarchifts.     The  city  fuftained,  for  more  than 
feven  weeks,  a  dofe  and  vigilant  blockade,  and  was  gra- 
dually reduced  to  a  ftate  of  extreme  dhtrefs.  Kellerman, 
not  being  deemed  fufficiently  zealous  in  the  caufe,  was  fu- 
perfeded  by  a'  general  Doppet,  to  whom  the  city,  now 
become  an   heap  of  Tuins,  furrendeTed  on  the  8th  of 
October.    The  barbarities  exercifed  upon  the  inhabitants, 
after  the  furrender,  by  order  of  the  Conventional  com- 
miffioners,  mock  all  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  almoft 
furpafs  the  limits  of  credibility.    The  guillotine  was  confi- 
dered  as  an  inftrument  of  too  flow  an  operation ;  numbers, 
were  deftroyed  by  grape-mot  difcharged  from  artillery;  and 
others  crowded  together  in  barks,  and  funk  in  the  river, 
which,  in  Jacobine    language,  was  ft  y led  «  the  revolu- 
tionary torrent  of  the  Rhone."     After  they  had  fatiated 
themfelves  with  blood  and  flaughter,  a  decree  pafled  the 
Convention,  by  which  the  wall  and  public  buildings  of  the 
city  were  ordered  to  be  deftroyed,  and  the  name  of  the  city 
itfelf,  by  a  farcafm  worthy  of  fuch  an  aflembly,  changed  to 
that  of  "  Ville  Affranchie." 
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The  ficgc  of  Toulon  was  commenced  immediately  after 
the  reduftion  of  Marfeilles.    On  the  8th  of  September  ge- 
neral Carteaux  arrived  at  the  pafles  of  Olioulles,  and  the 
city  was  formally  invefted.    After  various  encounters,  in 
which  the  befiegers  and  the  befieged  were  alternately  fuc- 
cefsful,  general  Carteaux  was  removed  into  Italy,  and  ge- 
neral Dagobert  afiumed  the  command  about  the  beginning 
of  November.    Nearly  at  the  fame  time  general  O'Hara 
arrived  from  Gibraltar  with  confiderable  reinforcements, 
compofed  of  various  nations.    On  the  30th  of  November 
,the  gavrifon  made  a  vigorous  fally  under  general  O'Hara  in 
perfon,  with  a  view  to  deftroy  fome  batteries  upon  the 
Jieights  near  the  city.    The  French  troops  were  furprifed, 
and  fled  5  but  the  victors,  purfuing  the  enemy  too  far,  fell 
in  with  a  formidable  force  fent  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the 
fugitives.    The  allies  fled  in  their  turn,  and  general  O'Hara 
being  wounded,  was  obliged  to  furrender  himfelf  prifoner. 
.On  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  December  the  French  at- 
tacked, with  enthufiadic  impetuofity,  the  forts  L'Eguillette 
and  Balaguier,   which  command   the  city,    and  made 
themfeives  mafters  of  both  with  great  (laughter.    A  refo- 
lution  was  immediately  taj;cn  to  evacuate  the  place,  which 
was  executed  not  without  extreme  danger  and  difficulty. 
The  town  was  bombarded  from  noon  till  ten  in  the  even- 
ing, during  which  preparations  were  making  for  a  general 
embarkation,  the  wretched  inhabitants  crowding  to  the 
fhores,  and  demanding  the  promifed  protection  of  the 
Englifh.    But  though  great  efforts  were  made,  an$l  thou- 
fands  conveyed  on  board  the  (hipping,  thoufands  more  were 
left  to  fuffer  all  that  the  rage  and  vengeance  of  tjieir  coun- 
trymen could  inflict.    The  ftorcs,  and  the  men  of  war  in 
the  harbour,  were  fet  on  fire,  threatening  every  inftant  to 
explode,  and  blow  all  around  them  into  the  air.  Three 
ftiips  of  the  line  only,   of  thirty-one  in  the  harbour,  were 
all  that  the  Britifh  admiral  was  able  to  carry  away,  amidil 
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the  appalling  cries  of  agony  and  definition  which  com- 
pleted the  horror  of  the  fcene. 

Such  were  the  fruits  -of  the  firft  continental  campaign  in 
which  England  took  an  active  (hare.  The  foul  fickens 
at  the  view.— The  defencelefs  and  abandoned  royalifts  every 
where  vanquifhed  and  butchered ;  the  energy  of  the 
French  arms  triumphing  in  every  quarter  ;  and  the  armies 
of  the  allies  driven  back  with  unheard-of  Daughter,  tra- 
veling with  pant  ftrides  the  ground  which  by  inches  they 
had  won,  and  with  inceflant4abour. 

Scarcely  had  the  lavage  and  brutal  faction  of  the  Jacobins 
acquired  a  complete  afcendency,  than  Marie  Antoinette, 
late  queen  of  France,  was  removed  from  the  Temple  to 
the  common  prifon  of  the  Conciergerie,  where  (he  re* 
mained  till  (he  was  brought  before  the  Revolutionary  Tri- 
bunal on  the  15  th  of  October,     The  main  charge  againty 
her,  under  a  variety  of  heads,  was  founded  upon  her  con- 
tinued and  diverfified  attempts  to  cffe&  a  counter-revolu- 
tion.    A  remarkable   and  very  chara&eriftic  crrcum- 
ftance  was  ftated  in  one  of  the  articles  of  accufation, 
«  that  on  the  1  oth  of  Auguft,  1792,  the  day  of  the  attack 
upon  the  caftle  of  the  Tuilleries,  fhe  kept  the  Swifs  guards 
in  a  {late  of  intoxication,  and  prefenting  the  king  with  a 
piftol,  {he  faid,  «  This  is  the  moment  to  fhew  yourfelf  ;M 
on  his  refufal  calling  him  "  Coward  !"  After  an  hour'* 
confultation  the  jury  brought  her  in  guilty  of  all  the 
charges.    The  queen,  on  hearing  the  verdicl  pronounced, 
fixed  her  eyes  (Icdfaftly  on  the  ground,  from  which  (he 
neveT  was  obferved  to  raife  them  more.    The  fortitude  and 
dignity  with  which  fhe  concluded  hcrfelf  <m  her  trial  did  not 
forfake  her  to  the  laft.     In  her  degraded  and  forlorn  eftate 
fhe  might  indeed  confider  death  lete  as  a  punifhment  than  as 
a  releafe;  and,  on  the  day  following,  fhe  expiated  her  errors 
and  frailties,  whatever  they  might  be,  with  calm  refignation, 
on  the  public  fcaffold,  and  on  the  fame  fpot  where  Louis  XVI. 
had  previoufly  fuffered.  This  unhappy  princefs,  whofe  faults 
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ate  abforbed  in  pity  for  her  fate,  poffeffed  in  the  moft  critical 
Ctuations  great  firmnefs  of  resolution,  not  a  fmgle  particle 
of  which  could  (he  by  any  effort  infufe  into  the  mind  o£ 
the  king  her  hufband ;  but  fhe  was  equally  deftitute  of  thofe 
intellectual  talents  which  command  refpect,  as  of  the  fofter 
virtues,  more  appropriate  to  her  fex,  which  conciliate  and 
engage  affection. 

The  fate  of  the  unfortunate  deputies  of  the  Gironde 
party  was  deferred  from  time  to  time,  till  the  complete 
overthrow  of  their  adherents  in  the  departments  mould 
give  fecurity  to  their  profecutors,  and  afford  the  proper 
materials  for  their  conviction.     On  the  24th  of  October 
the  trial  commenced  before  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal* 
which  was  on  this  occafion  crowded  with  anxious  fpecta- 
tors.    The  perfons   accufed  were   Briffot,  Vergniaud> 
Valaze,  Sillery,  Fauchet,  Fronfrede,  Lafource,  Genfonne, 
and  fourteen  others  of  inferior  note.    It  is  remarkable,  that 
among  the  crimes  laid  to  their  charge  was  that  of  having 
caufed  war  to  be  declared,  firfl  againft  Auftria,  and  after- 
wards againft  England  and  Holland.     As,  at  the  different 
periods  alluded  to,  the  Girondifts  were  the  ruling  party 
in  the  (late,  the  charge  was  doubtlefs  in  a  certain  fenfe 
true  *,  and,  as  France  futHciently  felt  the  evils  refulting  from 
the  war,  it  perfectly  anfwered  the  inGdious  purpofe  of  the 
Jacobins  to  reprefcnt  it  as  occafioned  by  the  erroneous  or 
criminal  politics  of  the  Briffotines,  who,  in  their  turn,  did 
not  fcruple  to  retort  the  charge  upon  the  Jacobins,  as  the 
perfons  whofc  clamour  and  violence  made  thefe  fcveral  de- 
clarations unavoidable.    The  plain  truth  is,  that  both  par- 
ries concurred  in  both  inftances,  and  that  the  fucceffive 
declarations  in  queftiori  were  at  the  time  regarded  by  all 
France,  and  not  without  ftrong  colour  of  reafon,  as  juft 
and  neceflary  :  and  this  reciprocation  of  reproach  was  ma- 
nifeftlv  no  other  than  the  malignant  effufion  of  an  inve- 
terate  and  infuriate  fpirit  of  faction.     But  the  article  on 
which  they  were  convicted  was,  the  having  confpired 
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againft  the  unity  and  indivifibility  of  the  republic,  and 
exciting  a  rebellion  in  the  departments  of  the  South, 
and  in  that  of  Calvados.  Valaze  ftabbed  himfelf  as  foon 
as  he  heard  the  fentence  pronounced.  The  remaining 
one  and  twenty  deputies  were,  on  the  30th  of  October, 
conveyed  from  the  prifon  to  the  Place  de  la  Revolution, 
and  there  executed— meeting  their  fate  with  the  utmoft 
fortitude,  and  many  of  them,  actuated  by  the  nobleft  fenti- 
ments  of  patriotifm,  exclaiming,  under  the  fatal  axe  of  the 
guillotine,  "  Vive  la  Republique  .'" 

Thefe  horrid  executions  were  fucceeded  bv  a  vaft  num- 
ber  of  others  equally  abhorrent  to  every  principle  of  jullice 
and  humanity  ; — for  the  moft  part  it  is  fcarcely  poflible  to* 
ftate  upon  what  pretences  ;  though  the  real  fatt  doubtlefs 
was,  that  the  vi&ims  fingled  out  by  revenge  or  fufpicion 
were  facrificcd  in  confequence  of  their  attachment  to  the 
vanquilhed  party.    In  the  direful  catalogue  were  found  the 
names  of  Manuel,  prefident  of  the  Commune  of  Paris  v 
the  brave  and  veteran  general  Luckner  ;  the  learned  and 
philofophic  Bailly  *,  the  young  and  amiable  Barnave ;  the 
virtuous  Rabaut  de  St.  Etienne  •,  and,  to  mention  no 
more,  the  celebrated  and  accomplifhed  madame  Roland, 
wife  of  the  minifter  of  that  name,  who  himfelf  indeed, 
with  Petion,  Le  Brun,  Condorcet,  and  fome  others,  ef- 
caped  the  fcaflbld,  but  terminated  their  lives  no  lefs  mifera- 
Wy  in  various  modes.     France  now  began  to  wear  a  face 
of  univerfal  horror  ;  and,  amongft  the  tygers  in  human 
*    fhape  who  polluted  the  air  which  they  breathed  and  the 
land  on  which  they  trod,  the  deteftable  name  of  Robe- 
fpierre  became  about  this  period  incomparably  the  moft 
confpicuous  in  infamy.    Amid*the  innumerable  facrifices 
made  by  the  infernal  Revolutionary  Tribunal,  there  was 
one  which  fcemcd  to  flied  a  pale  gleam  of  pleafurc  over 
the  deep  and  dreadful  gloom — this  was  the  execution  of 
Philip  duke  of  Orleans,  whofe  character  was  made  up,  of 
an  aflemblage  of  vices  and  crimes,  without  the  intervention 
of  one  (ingle  folitary  virtue.    He  poflefTed  not,  according 
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to  common  opinion)  even  the  courage  almoft  infeparabl* 
from  high  birth,  and  which  gives,  when  carried  to  a  cer- 
tain pitch  of  elevation,  a  fort  of  fictitious  Iuflre  to  villany* 
Finding  his  fate  inevitable,  he  fuflercd  nevertheless  with 
apparent  compofure,  amid  the  infults  and  reproaches  of  the 
populace. 

As  if  eager  at  this  period  to  carry  every  fpecies  of  ex- 
travagance to  the  height,  the  National  Convention^  if  the 
remnant  of  the  national  reprefentation  which  ftill  retained 
their  feats  in  the  aflembly  could  merit  that  appellation, 
feemed  on  the  fudden  fcized  with  the  wildeft  phrenzy  of 
Impiety.    On  the  7th  of  November,  Gobet,  the  republicab 
bifhop  of  Paris,  with  his  grand«vicars  and  various  other 
unworthy  members  of  the  ecclefiaftical  body,  entered  the 
hall  of  the  Convention,   and  folemnly  refigned  theip 
functions,  renouncing,   in  terms  of  profane  contempt, 
their  profeflion  as  Chrifttans,  amidft  loud  acclamations 
of  applaufe.     By  a  decree  of  the  Commune  of  Paris, 
the  churches  were  (hut  up,  and  a  number  of  allegorical 
divinities,  Liberty,  Equality,  &c.  were.confecratcd  as  ob- 
jects of  worihip  ;  and  a  painted  harlot  was  publicly  en- 
throned in  the  cathedral  of  Notre  Dame  in  the  character 
of  the  goddefs  of  Reafon.     The  obfervance  of  the  Sun- 
day, that  antient  and  venerable  inftitution,  and  even  the 
xra  in  ufe  for  fifteen  centuries  throughout  Chriftendom, 
were  aboliflied,  and  a  new  calendar  fubftituted  analogous 
to  that  of  Greece,  agTeeably  to  which  the  year  was  divided 
into  twelve  months  of  thirty  days  each,  with  five  interca- 
lary days  fet  apart  as  a  fort  of  Saturnalian  fcftival ;  each 
month  being  divided  into  decades,  and  a  refpite  from  labour 
allowed  on  the  tenth  day. 

The  example  of  the  bifliop  of  Paris  feemed  to  excite  an 
enthufiaftic  fpirit  of  emulation.  Lcquinio  and  Laignelot, 
deputies  of  the  Convention,  wrote  to  that  aflembly  from 
Rochefort,  Oct.  2.  "  We  pafs  from  miracle  to  miracle — 
Eight  priefts  of  the  Catholic  perfuafion,  and  one  miniftcr 
of  the  Proteftant  church,  difrobed  themfelves  on  tlic  day 
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of  the  laft  decade,  in  prefence  of  the  whole  people  in  the 
Temple  of  Truth,  heretofore  called  the  Parifh  Church  of 
this  town.  In  this  place  there  will  no  longer  exift  more 
than  one  mode  of  preaching  morality — but  one  repofitory 
for  the  remains  of  the  dead,  whofe  refurrec^ion  has  been 
perpetually  preached  by  fuperftition  for  the  torment  of  the 
living." 

Boiflet,  another  commiffioner  in  the  department  of  Ar- 
deche,  fays,  «»  Fanaticifm  is  deftroyed  !  The  altars  of 
Chriftianity  are  replaced  by  altars  more  holy." — Julien  of 
Touloufe,  a  member  of  the  Convention,  and  a  mmifter  of 
the  Proteftant  church  for  twenty  years,  publicly,  in  the 
midft  of  that  aflembly,  renounced  his  functions  for  ever.— 
«  I  declare,"  faidhe,  "  that  I  will  no  longer  enter  into  any 
other  temple  than  the  fan&uary  of  the  laws  ;  that  I  will 
acknowledge  no  other  divinity  than  Liberty,  no  other  wor- 
fhip  than  that  of  my  country,  no  other  Gofpel  than  the 
Republican  Conftitution."    Dumont,  one  of  the  National 

• 

Commiflioncrs,  announced  to  the  Convention,  "  that,  in 
order  to  deftroy  fanaticifm,  he  arrefts  all  priefts  who  cele- 
brate religious  ceremonies  on  Sundays."  Even  the  exift- 
ence  of  Chrift,  as  a  real  perfon,  was  difputed  by  die  inge- 
nuity, or  rather  the  effrontery,  of  modern  infidelity  ;  and 
M.  Volney,  in  his  admired  work,  Ruines  de  les  Empires, 
fcrupled  not  to  ftyle  «  Chriftianifme'— -culte  allegorique  du 
Soleil,  fous  les  noms  cabaliftiques  de  Chrif-en  ou  Yef-us."# 
In  allufion  to  the  monftrous  tranfa&ions  of  this  porten- 
tous period,  a  moil  eloquent  and  energetic  writer  has  ob- 
ferved,  «  that  the  reign  of  athcifm  in  France  was  avowed 
the  reign  of  terrpr.  In  the  full  madnefs  of  their  career,  in 
the  higheft  climax  of  their  horrors,  they  fhut  up  the  temples 
of  God,  abolithed  his  worfhip,  and  proclaimed  death  to  be 
an  eternal  fleep : — in  the  very  centre  of  Chriftendom,  Re- 
velation 

•  Tacitu*  gtvca  an  account  fomewhat  different : — ««  Au&or  nominit 
•jut  Christus  qui,  Tibcrio  inj  critantc,  per  procuntorcm  Pontium  Pi* 
latum  fupphcioaai&us  crat,    Anr.al.  15.  $44- 
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relation  underwent  a  total  eclipfe,  while  atheifm,  perform- 
ing  on  a  darkened  theatre  its  ftrange  and  fearful  tragedy* 
confounded  ihe  firft  elements  of  fociety,  blended  every  age, 
rank,  and  fsx,  in  indiscriminate  profcription  and  maflacre, 
and  convulfcd  all  Europe  to  its  centre,  that  the  imperilhable 
memorial  of  thefe  events  might  teach  the  laft  generations  of 
mankind  to  confider  religion  as  the  pillar  of  fociety,  the  pa- 
rent of  focial  order,  and  the  fafe-guard  of  nations."* 

It  is  wonderful  that,  amid  the  horrors  of  this  difmal  pe- 
riod, while  "  the  death-dance  of  democratic  revolution" 
was  (bill  in  rapid  movement,  amongft  the  tears  of  affliction, 
and  the  cries  of  defpair,  "  the  mafque,  the  fong,  the  thea- 
tric fcene,  the  buffoon  laughter,  went  on  as  regularly  as  in 
the  gay  hour  of  feftive  peace."f  The  picture  which  enrap- 
tured fpeculatifts  had  once  delighted  to  draw  of  the  glorious 
and  happy  effects  of  this  unparalleled  revolution  was  now 
enveloped  in  impenetrable  gloom,  and  the  flattering  delu- 
fions  of  hope  had  vanimed  as  the  unfubftantial  colors  of  the 
gilded  bow;  while  the  enemies  and  detractors  of  the  fair 
form  of  Freedom,  now  lying  proftrate  in  the  duft,  ex- 
claimed, "  That  out  of  the  tomb  of  a  murdered  monarchy 
had  arifen  a  vail  tremendous  unformed  fpectre,  in  a  guile 
far  more  terrific  than  had  ever  before  appalled  the  imagina- 
tion and  fubdued  the  fortitude  of  man." 

The  manners  of  Rcbefpicrre,  wha  in  a  fliort  time  ac- 
quired an  abfolute  afcendency  in  the  Convention,  were 
uniformly  gloomy  and  auftere.  Laborious,  fufpicious, 
irafcible,  vindictive,  imperious,  Barrere  termed  him  "  the 
giant  of  the  revolution. — My  aftoniihcd  genius,"  faid  he, 
**  trembles  before  his." 

M.  Garat,  fpeaking  of  his  own  interceflion  with  Robe- 
fpicrrc  in  behalf  of  the  imprifoned  Glrcndifts,  fay3  : 
"  Je  vis  a  l'inftant  qu'il  mettoit  lui  fon  orgueil,  fon  tri- 
omphe,  et  fa  grandeur,  a  ecrafeT  impitoyablemcnt  fes  enne- 

vol.  in.  f  alii : 
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mis  : — Jc  vis  a  Tinftant  que  lui  nc  trouvoit  fa  furete  que 
dans  le  dcftruclion  dc  tous  ccux  qui  lui  infpiroient  des- 
cjaintcs."*  The  figure  of  this  extraordinary  man'  is  de- 
fcribcd  as  mean  and  infigniiicant,  his  countenance  fallow 
and  difgufti-ng ;  but  fuch  was  his  eloquence,  that,  when 
he  rofc  to  fpcak,  his  perfonal  defe&s  were  in  a  manner 
forgotten.  His  voice,  which  in  common  converfation  was 
weak  and  tremulous,  in  the  Tribune  acquired  the  moftr 
commanding  tone  and  animated  expreflion  ;  his  whole  af- 
p-cl  became  impoli no:,  and  his  eyes  feemed  to  flafh  fparkles 
of  fire.  Under  the  rci^n  of  this  ferocious  tyrant  there  was 
tmder  every  footftep  a  mine,  in  every  houfe  a  fpy,  on  every 
bench  of  juflicc  an  afTaflin.  From  the  Var  to  the  Mofelle, 
from  the  Pyrenees  to  the  Ardennes,  Terror  reared  her 
gorgon  creft,  and  the  hearts  of  all  were  frozen  with  con- 
firmation. 

Suoh  has  long  been  the  vaft  fuperiority  of  the  naval 
power  of  England,  that,  in  every  war  waged  for  more 
than  a  century  part,  maritime  conquefts  feem  regarded  by 
the  Englim  nation  almoft  as  a  matter  of  courfe.  This  ex- 
pectation was  not  difappointed  in  the  prefent  war,  con- 
dueled  even  by  tliofc  weak  and  incapable  minifters  who  fo> 
tmncccfTarily  and  unjuflifiably  plunged  the  country  into  it. 
The  valuable  ifland  of  Tobago  was  taken,  by  a  Britifh  fqua- 
dron  under  admiral  Laforey,  about  the  beginning  of  April. 
From  an  early  period  of  the  French  revolution  the  Weft- 
India  iflands  belonging  to  France,  and  particularly  St.  Do- 
mingo, had  been  agitated  and  convulfed  by  the  revolution- 
ary fpirit,  and  by  premature  and  injudicious  attempts  to 
confer  the  rights  of  free  citizens  in  that  part  of  the  globe 
upon  the  "  gens  dc  couleur,"  who  conftitute  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  inhabitants.  In  confequence  of  the  violence 
of  the  internal  commotions  in  that  cxtenfive  ifland,  which 
had  become  a  fcene  of  dreadful  defolation  and  blood  (hed, 
the  fettlements  of  Fort  Jcremie  and  Cape  Nicola-Mole  were 

furren  dered 

•  Mc  moire*  dc  Garat,  p.  57. 
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furrendered  to  tlte  Englith  about  the  latter  end  of  the  Cum- 
mer. The  iilands  of  Miquelon  and  St  Pierre,  in  the' 
Gulf  of  St.  Laurence,  were  given  up  at  the  firft  iummons- 
Early  intelligence  .of  the  war  being  alfo  tranimltted  to  the 
Eaft  Indies,  Pondichcrri,  Mahe,  and  the  other  French 
fctilcmcnts  0:1  the  coafts  of  Coromandel  and  Malabar  * 
were  captured,  with  little  rcfi  fiance,  by  the  troops  of  the 
India  Company,  under  the  conducl  of  general  Stewart. 

It  is  remarkable,    that  although  the  chief  complaint 
agai.ift  the  French  government,  on  the  part  of  the  Eng- 
liih  ministry,  was  founded  on  its  invafion  of  the  rights  of 
neutral  powers,  thofc  very  miniflers  had  no  fooncr  engaged 
iiv  the  war,  than,  with  unblufhing  effrontery,  they  adopted 
the  mod  violent  mcafures  to  compel  the  powersftill  re- 
maining neutral  to  f rater  nife  with  England.    Mr.  Drake, 
the  Britiih  envoy  at  Genoa,  peremptorily  infilled  upon  an 
immediate  and  unqualified  declaration  of  hoflility  on  the 
part  of  that  republic  againft  France.    But  the  Gcnocfe  go- 
vernment, with  equal  fpirit  and  dignity,  replied,  "  That  if 
the  republic  were  to  be  forced  from  her  neutrality,  flic  ne- 
ver would  take  part  with  thofe  who  had  threatened  her  with, 
fuch  unprovoked  injustice." — Lord  Hervey,  envoy  at  Flo- 
rence, took  upon  him,  no  doubt  in  conformity  with  his  in- 
ftrucHons,  to  infift  upon  the  difmiffion  of  M.  de  la  Flottc, 
the  French  ainballador,  in  twentv-four  hours ;  and  with 
this  demand  the  grand-dukc,  who  had  demonftrated  a  moft 
decided  inclination  for  peace,  knowing  the  ftrlct  connexion 
fubfi  fling  between   the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  hi* 
brother  the  emperor,   wai>  compelled  to  comply  •,  and 
war  was  declared  by  him  againft  Francs  cn  the  icth  of 
October. 

A  very  memorable  declaration  was,  toward;,  the  clofe  of 
the  year- (October  29),  published  by  the  cour:  of  London, 
profe fling  to  Hate  to  the  world  in  general,  and  to  the  people 
of  France  in  particular,  the  fentiments  ;\r.d  vjews  of  die 
king  of  Great  Britain  in  the  prefent  cri;L  cf  ^fairs.  The 


Digitized  by  Google 


GEORGE  III. 


language  of  the  declaration  is  fperious  and  infidiousy  bear- 
ing the  ftamp  of  talents  far  fuperior  to  thofe  employed  in 
the  correfpondence  with  M.  Chauvelin.  «  His  majefty," 
it  is  faid,  '«  by  no  means  difputes  the  right  of  France  to 
reform  its  laws.  It  never  would  have  been  hh  wifli  to  em- 
ploy the  influence-  of  external  force  with  refpe&  to  the  par- 
ticular form  of  government  to  be  eftabliihcd  in  an  inde- 
pendent country.  NekheT  has  he  now  that  wifh,  except 
m  fo  far  as  fuch  interference  is  become  effcntial  to  the  fe- 
Curiry  and  repofe  of  other  powers.  Under  thefe  circunv- 
ftances  he  demands  from  France,  and  he  demands  with 
juflice,  the  termination  of  a  fyftem  of  anarchy  which  has  no 
force  but  for  the  purpofe*  of  mifchief.  The  king  demands 
that  fome  legitimate  and  (table  government  ihould  be  efta- 
bliflicd, founded  on  the  acknowledged  principles  of  uni- 
verfal  juflice,  and  capable  of  maintaining  with  other 
powers  the  accuftomed  relations  of  union  and  peace. 
It  is  for  thefe  objects  that  he  calls  upon  the  people  of 
France  to  join  the  ftandard  of  an  hereditary  monarchy % 
not  for  the  purpofc  of  deciding,  in  this  moment  of  difordcr, 
calamity,  and  public  danger,  on  all  the  modifications  of 
which  this  form  of  government  may  hereafter  be  fufcep- 
tible,  but  in  order  to  unite  themfehes  once  more  under  the 
empire  of  law,  of  morality,  and  religion." 

Under  this  plaufible  but  ambiguous  language,  fo  different 
from  that  which  emanated  a  few  months  before  from  the 
wifdom  and  juftice  of  the  prince  of  Cobourg,  the  court  of 
London,  while  (he  feemed  to  prornrfe  extremely  fair,  left 
hetfelf,  in  faEi^  at  full  liberty  to  a£t  as  fhe  pkafed,  con- 
formably to  the  fuggeftion  of  her  intereft  or  her  caprice- 
prompted  only  by  the  varying  impulfc  of  the  «  exjfting 
circumftances."  The  king  of  England  did  not  even  pledge 
himfelf  not  to  concur  in  the  partition  or  difmemberment  of 
the  reftored  monarchy  when  the  feafon  of  general  tranquil- 
lity arrived.  The  Declaration  only  fays  : — «  The  king 
would  propofe  none  other  but  equitable  and  moderate  con- 
ditions ; 
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ditions  ;  not  fuch  as  the  expenfes,  the  rilk,  and  the  facri- 
fices,  of  the  war  might  juftify,  but  fuch  as  his  majefty 
thinks  himfclf  under  the  indifpenfable  necefiity  of  requiring 
with  a  view  to  his  own  fccurity  and  the  future  tranquillity 
of  Europe."  And  who  would  venture  to  pronounce  what 
thefe  might  amount  to,  mould  victory  attend  the  arms  of 
the  allies  confederated  in  fo  holy  and  fo  juft  a  caufc  ? — 
To  fpeak  gravely,  it  is  no  wonder  that  a  performance  thai 
abounding  in  art,  and  thus  deficient  in  clearncfs  and  cai> 
dour,  mould  produce  no  fenXiblc  effect  on  even  that  part  of 
the  French  nation  (aud  it  was  certainly  at  this  period  a  very 
large  and  refpe&able  part)  which  wifiied  for  die  rc-c(U- 
fclifhment  of  the  conftitutional  monarchy. 

The  fcheme,  equally  vile  and  viGonary,  of  ftarving 
France  into  fubmiflTion,  which  was  begun  before  any  de- 
claration of  hoftility  was  made  on  either  fide,  in  palpable 
violation  and  defiance  of  a  fubfifting  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce,  and  even  while  the  laft  perfidious  profeffions  of 
perfect  neutrality  were  quivering  on  the  lips  of  the  Englilh 
miniftry,  was  purfued  by  the  court  of  London,  at  this  pe- 
riod, with  unrelenting  malignity.  During  the  fitting  of 
the  diet  at  Ratifbon  this  year,  the  minifter  of  Hanover 
prefentcd  a  refcript  to  that  aflembly,  ftating,  «  That  not- 
withftanding  the  Imperial  prohibition  of  the  export  of  grain 
to  France,  the  trade  is  flill  carried  on  to  the  cflcntial  fer- 
vice  of  the  enemy  ;  but  that  it  was  now  ordered  at  Stade 
that  every  Hamburgh  veflel  fhould  be  mfpedied  by  the 
guard-lhips.  The  Hamburgh  merchants,"  the  refcript 
goes  on  to  complain,  «  made  a  futile  evafion,  in  faying 
that  the  Imperial  prohibition  had  not  yet  been  publifhed  at 
Hamburgh;  notwithstanding  its  publicity  could  not  be 
doubted,  it  having  appeared  in  the  Directory  of  the  Lower 
Saxon  Circle,  and  was  certainly  communicated  to  the  m*. 
giilrates  of  Hamburgh."  Thefe  worthy  citizens,  who  had 
received  no  injury  from  France,  doubtlefs  felt  not  only 
fome  chagrin  for  the  Jot  of  their  commerce,  but  fome  re- 
luctance 
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lu£tance  to  heighten  the  mifcries  of  a  great  nation,  whofe 
refentmcnt  they  might  one  day  feel,  by  adding  the  horrors 
of  famine  to  the  devouring  rage  of  foreign  and  domeftic 
war. 

On  the  6th  of  November  a  mod  alarming  order  was 
iflued,  by  the  king  in  council,  to  all  (hips  of  war  and  let- 
ters of  marque,  "  that  they  fhall  ftop  and  detain  all  (hips 
laden  with  goods  the  produce  of  any  colony  belonging  to 
France,  or  carrying  pro/tfions  or  othe  r  fupplics  for  the  ufe  of 
fuch  colony%  and  fliali  bring  the  fame,  with  their  cargoes, 
to  legal  adjudication  in  the  courts  of  Admiralty."  This 
{truck  at  the  root  of  the  regular  and  lawful  commerce  car- 
ried on  between  the  American  States  and  the  French  Weft- 
Indian  iflands,  and  could  be  regarded  in  no  other  light 
than  as  an  act  of  robbery  as  violent  and  unjuft  upon  the 
high  feas  as  any  that  could  be  committed  on  the  high-ways. 
It  was,  however, ,  revoked,  after  a  vafl  number  of  cap- 
tures had  been  made  under  its  authority,  by  a  fubfequent 
order  in  fix  weeks  after  its  publication.  But,  to  adopt  the 
appofite  remark  of  a  refptdable  writer  and  obfervcr  at  the 
time — "  why  this  order  was  iflued,  or  why  it  was  revoked, 
it  is  impoflible  to  fay.  The  politics  of  Mr.  Pitt  are  entirely 
of  a  novel  fpecies,  and  are  fo  contrary  to  thofe  of  all  pre- 
ceding ftatefmen  as  to  baffle  every  effort  of  the  hiftorian 
to  explain  or  comprehend  them," 
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- 

Sejfton  of  Parliament,  1 794.  Debates  on  the  Addrefs.  Pa- 
cific Motion  of  the  Marquis  of  Landfdoiun.  lnvejligation 
of  the  Conducl  of  the  Scotti/h  Judges.  Debates  on  the 
Landing  of  Foreign  Troops  in  the  Kingdom.  Annual 
Statement  of  Finance.  Bill  far  the  partial  Ab'Jition  of  the 
Slave  Trade — rejected.  Increafe  of  the  Land  Forces. 
Voluntary  Contributions.  Addrefjes  for  Peace  moved  by 
Mr.  Whitbread  and  the  Earl  of  Guildford.  Motion  in 
Favor  of  La  Fayette  by  General  Fttzpaaick.  Motion  fr 
sin  Enquiry  into  the  Lojfes  on  the  Continent,  by  Major 
Maitland.  friction  for  taxing  Places  and  PeuHons.  Sub- 
fidy  Treaty  with  Pruffia.  Mtffage  from  the  King  re- 
Jpecling  Seditious  Societies — Debates  upon  the  Mejfiige. 
Habeas-Corpus  Acl  fufpended.  Motion  by  Mr.  Sheridan 
for  the  partial  Abolition  of  the  left  Laws.  Series  of 
Reflations  moved  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Mr.  Fjx. 
Parliament  prorogued.  Changes  in  Adminijl  ration.  Mi- 
litary Tranfaclions.  Landreci  captured  by  the  Allies. 
Battle  of  Fleurus.  Continued  Succejps  of  the  French, 
Central  Pichegru  crops  the  Maefe  and  Waal.  Difajlrous 
Retreat  of  the  Englifh  Army.  Amjltrdam  farrcnders  to 
the  Conqueror.  Campaign  itt  Spain — and  in  Italy.  Naval 
Tranfaclions.  Conquefi  of  Martinice,  of  St.  Luciat  and 
Guada loupe.  Giuda loupe  re-captured.  Conqaeft  of  Corfu: a. 
King  of  Great  Britain  accepts  the  Gift  of  the  Grown  of 
Corfica  from  a  Corftcan  Convention.  Vitlory  obtained  over 
the  Brefi  Fleet  by  Lord  Ho^we.  Proceedings  of  the  French 
Convention.  Fall  of  Robefpierre.  Arrival  of  Air.  Jay% 
Ambaffador -Extraordinary  from  America  to  the  Court  of 
London.  Emigrations  to  America.  Trials  in  Scotland for 
High  Treafon.     Pretended  Plot  to  afaffinate  tho  King. 
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Trials  of  Hardy,  &c.  for  High  Treafin—Mr.  Pitt  ex- 
amined its  an  Evidence — His  incredible  Want  of  Recollection. 
Lord  Macartney  s  Kmbaffy  to  China,  ¥r  a  refactions  in 
Poland—Final  Partition  of  that  Kingdom,  Political  Oc- 
currences in  America,  Mr,  Monroe  nominated  Ambajjador 
to  France — His  cordial  Reception  in  that  Country, 

The  Session  of  Parliament  opened  January  21,1 794. 
The  king  declared  "  the  circumftances  under  which  they 
were  aftembled  to  require  the  mod  icrious  attention.  We 
are,"  faid  he,  "  engaged  in  a  conteft,  on  the  hTue  of 
which  depend  the  maintenance  of  our  conftitution,  laws, 
and  religion,  and  the  fecurity  of  all  civil  fociety."  His 
majefty  obferved  with  fatisfacticn  the  advantageous  change 
which  had  taken  place  in  Europe  fince  the  commencement 
of  the  war. — «  The-  circumftances  by  which  the  further 
progrefs  of  the  allies  has  been  hitherto  impeded  not  only," 
faid  the  monarch,  "  prove  the  necefliry  of  vigor  and  per- 
feverance  on  our  part,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  confirm  the 
expectation  of  ultimate  success.  Our  enemies  have  de- 
rived the  means  of  temporary  exertion  from  a  fyftem  which 
has  enabled  them  to  difpofe  arbitrarily  of  the  lives  and 
properties  of  a  numerous  people,  and  which  openly  violates 
every  reflraint  of  juftice,  humanity,  and  religion.  -  But 
thefe  effects  have  alfo  tended  rapidly  to  exhauft  the  natural 
and  real  ftrength  of  the  country. — His  majefty  declared, 
"  that  he  reflected  with  unfpeakablc  fatisfaction  on  the 
fteady  loyalty  and  firm  attachment  to  the  cftablifhed  con- 
ftitution and  government  which,  notwithstanding  the  con- 
tinued effort*  employed  to  miflead  and  feduce,  had  been 
fo  generally  prevalent  among  all  ranks  of  his  people." 

The  addrefles  moved  in  anfwer  to  the  fpeech  gave  oc- 
cafion  to  very  warm  and  animated  debates  in  both  houfes. 
In  that  of  the  peers,  the  carl  of  Guildford,  fon  of  the 
late  celebrated  minuter,  lord  North,  obferved,  "  That  the 
objeft  of  the  war  appeared,  in  the  fhort  time  that  had 
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elapfcd  Gnce  its  commencement,  to  be  totally  changed. 
It  was  at  firft  affirmed  to  be  the  protection  of  our  allies, 
and  the  fecurity  of  this  realm  \  it  now  appeared  to  be  the 
reftoration  of  the  French  monarchy.  The  French  had,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  laft  fummer,  been  repeatedly  deprefled 
and  defeated :  was  it  not  probable,  therefore,  that  they 
would,  in  thefc  circum  (lances,  have  liftened  to  fuch  pacific 
terras  as  it  became  the  dignity  and  juftice  of  this  nation  to 
offer."  His  lorduSip  thought  it  reasonable  to  inquire, 
whether  we  had  not  obtained  the  end  originally  propofed, 
after  which  his  majefty's  minifters  had  folemnly  declared 
their  intention  to  purfue  every  method  for  obtaining  peace? 
He  combated  the  opinion  that  the  French  had  made  efforts 
which  they  could  not  repeat ;  and  he  afked  whether  minif- 
ters had  calculated  the  refources  necefiary  for  fubduing 
them.  As  to  the  danger  apprehended  from  the  diflemina- 
tion  of  French  principles,  they  certainly  were  not  to  bo 
prevented  by  the  fword.  They  could  be  counteracted  ef- 
fectually only  by  an  imprefGon  upon  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  the  bleffings  they  derived  from  their  own  conili- 
tution.  His  lordfhip,  in  conclufion,  fubmitted  to  the 
houfe  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs,  €f  imploring  his 
majefty  to  feize  the  earlieft  opportunity  to  terminate  hof- 
tiiities  by  an  honorable  peace."  The  amendment  was 
ably  fupported  by  the  earls  of  Derby  and  Lauderdale,  the 
duke  of  Norfolk,  and  the  marquis  of  JLanfdown.  The 
fecretary  of  (late,  lord  Grenville,  in  reply,  entered  into 
a  long  account  of  the  contentions  and  miferies  of  the 
French. — "  It  was  by  terror  alone  that  the  French  were 
governed  »  the  confequence  must  foon  be  that  they  would 
rife  to  oppofe  it.  We  had  no  fecurity  for  a  permamen; 
peace." — His  lorduSip  concluded  by  expreffing,  in  the 
words  of  his  majefty's  fpeech,  his  perfect  confidence  of 
ultimate  fuccefs.— -On  the  divifion,  the  voices  in  favor  of 
the  amendment  were  twelve  only  to  nineiy-fcven  againft  it. 
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A  fimilar  amendment  was  moved  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons by  the  earl  of  Wycombe,  fon  to  the  marquis  of  Lanf- 
down,  and  oppofed  by  the  earl  of  Mornington  in  a  fpeech 
of  great  length  and  elaboration,  dating  in  very  forcible  Ian- 
guage,  though  in  tedious  and  difgu fling  detail,  the  refera- 
ble condition  of  that  oppreffed  and  diffracted  country ; 
and  reprobating,  with  juft  indignation,  the  extravagances 
and  crimes  which  had  difgraccd  die  conduct  of  the  exifling 
government  both  in  its  moral  and  political  capacity. — As 
an  encouragement  to  the  Britifh  parliament  to  continue  the 
contefl,  his  lordfhip  entered  into  a  minute  invcfligation  of 
the  finances  of  France,  hazarding,  in  this  part  of  his  ora- 
tion, fome  very  extraordinary  pofitions.  The  annual  ex- 
penditure of  France  upon  the  fcale  of  the  laft  year,  this  no- 
bleman affirmed,  would  amount  to  two  hundred  and  fixteen 
millions  llcrling,  which,  he  faid,  exceeded  the  total  col- 
lective annual  income  of  the  individuals  of  that  country  no 
lefs  than  ninety-fix  millions.  He  faid  that  the  Convention, 
under  the  pretence  and  name  of  financial  operations,  had 
committed  direct  acts  of  bankruptcy  ;  that  public  credit 
was  no  more;  that  the  certain  effect  of  the  meafurcs 
adopted  by  the  Convention  mull  be  to  annihilate  the  flock 
dill  remaining  of  all  the  necefTaries  of  life  in  France,  and 
to  haflen  the  moment  when  it  will  be  impojftble  for  the  go- 
vernment cither  to  fubfifl  the  people  at  home,  or  even  to 
maintain  an  army  upon  th  e  frontier  \  that  the  refources  of 
the  country  are  exhaufling,  not  flowly  and  gradually,  but 
with  a  rapidity  and  violence  which  at  once  diflblved  the 
very  elements  of  the  fyflcm  of  political  economy  ;  and  his 
lordfhip  pronounced  that  fuch  unnatural  exertions,  with 
their  monflrous  effects,  mujl  ultimately  yield  to  a  fteady 
and  unremitting  exertion  of  our  natural  and.  genuine 
ftrength,  confirmed  by  the  co-operation  of  our  numerous 
allies.  He  deprecated,  therefore,  any  attempt  towards  a 
negotiation  for  peace,  as  it  would  imply,  in  actual  circum- 
ftanccs,  the  rclinquiflung  all  hope  of  indemnity  for  the  ha- 
zard 
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zard  and  cxpcnfc  of  the  war  *,  and  recommended,  in  terms 
of  great  carneftnef*,  a  vigorous  and  unremitting  profecu- 
tion  of  hoftilitics. — This  fpcech  appeared,  from  the  conti- 
nued marks  of  applaufe  which  accompanied  the  delivery  of 
it,  to  be  in  perfect  unifon  with  the  feelings  and  fentiments 
of  the  houfe.  Lord  Mornington  was  fet  up  as  the  hero  of 
the  day,  and  obtained  an  eafy  victory  over  the  ideal  repub- 
lic which  he  thus  depictured. 

Mr.  Sheridan  remarked  in  reply,  that  his  majefty  had 
warned  the  houfe,  in  his  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
to  keep  in  fight  the  real  grounds  and  origin  of  the  war.  By 
the  real  grounds  of  the  war  the  noble  lord  feemed  to  under- 
ftand  that  his  majefty  alluded  to  the  means  by  which  we 
had  been  enfnarcd  into  it,  namely,  by  repeated  declamations 
on  all  that  the  phrenzy,  the  folly,  and  rafhnefs,  of  indi- 
viduals in  France,  had  either  faid  or  written,  by  which  the 
paflions  of  this  country  could  be  rouzed  or  their  fears  ex- 
%     cited.     And  what  was  the  fum  ?— that  enormities  were 
committed  dure  which  fickencd  and  difgufted  the  foul. 
But  was  this  difficult  to  be  accounted  for  ?  The  furround- 
jng  (lates  had  goaded  them  into  a  paroxyfm  of  madnefs  and 
defperation  *,  and,  at  length,  they  had  turned  upon  us 
with  die  fury  which  we  had  infpircd.    But  far  from  being 
defnous,  in  the  origin  or  progrefs  of  the  revolution,  unne- 
ceflarily  to  involve  themfelves  with  England,  the  ftrongeft 
reproach  which  the  different  factions  could  throw  out 
againft  each  other  was  the  accufation  of  having  been  accef- 
fary  to  a  war  which  all  parties  were  anxious  to  avoid.  This 
appeared  by  the  noble  lord's  quotations  from  the  famous 
pamphlet  of  M.  Briflbt. 

"  We  continue  to  reproach  the  French,"  faid  Mr.  She* 
ridan,  "  for  injuftice  and  infolcnce  in  the  conduct  of  the 
war  :  But  what  has  been  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  ? 
What  has  been  the  language  (he  has  held  to  Genoa,  to 
Switzerland,  to  Tufcany,  and,  as  far  as  (he  dared,  to  Den* 
mark  and  Sweden  ? — She  wifhed  to  embark  the  whole 
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world  in  the  confederacy  againft  France  the  moment  flie 
thought  proper  to  join  it ;  and  the  neutrality  of  which  (he 
herfelf  boafted  but  a  month  before  became  inftantly  a 
heinous  crime  in  any  other  (late  of  Europe." 

Mr.  Sheridan  noticed,  in  farcaftic  terms,  the  difparity 
between  the  motives  and  the  object  of  the  war,  as  ftated  by 
the  minifter.    The  motives  or  caufes  urged  in  j unification 
of  the  war  were  certain  fpecific  injuries  and  infults  offered 
to  Great  Britain  and  her  ally  the  republic  of  Holland,  the 
offenfive  conduct  of  the  Convention,  and  the  opening  of  the 
Scheld  :  but  the  object  of  the  war  was  the  prefcrvation  of 
focial  order,  of  regular  government,  of  morals,  and  reli* 
gion.    Had  the  French  offered  adequate  reparation  for 
the  fpecial  offences  alleged  on  our  part,  we  mould,  it 
feems,  have  remained  idle  fpectators  of  the  mighty  con- 
flict in  which  the  interefts  of  the  whole  world  were  in- 
volved, reclining,  in  luxurious  eafe,  on  our  commercial 
couch,  and  have  left  the  caufe  of  focial  order,  government, 
morality,  and  religion,  to  owe  its  prefervation  to  the  exer- 
tions of  Sarmatian  and  Hungarian  barbarians.    No;  he 
would  not  do  the  minifter  the  injuftice  to  fuppofe  that  he 
was  induced  to  become  a  party  in  this  great  warfare  by  any 
perfonal  or  petty  provocation  ;  he  was,  doubtlefs,  actuated 
chiefly  and  primarily  by  the  nobler  motive  of  defending  the 
caufe  of  humanity  itfelf  againft  the  common  enemy  of  hu- 
man kind.    Which  party  firft  faid  the  words  "  We  arc  at 
war"  was,  therefore,  a  trivial  coniideration.     Every  fa& 
proved  it  to  be  a  war  of  choice  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  and  from  that  refponfibility  the  mi- 
nifter neither  can  nor  shall  difengage  himfclf. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  adverted  to  the  probability  of  ultimate 
fuccefs  in  the  war,  as  held  out  in  his  majefty's  fpeech,  and 
re-echoed  by  the  noble  lord.  Our  firft  expectations,  faid 
he,  were  founded  upon  the  great  body  of  French  royalifts 
who  were  now  deftroyed  and  annihilated.  Our  fecond 
hope  was  derived  from  the  conflict  of  the  oppolite  factions  • 
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but  what  has  happened  ? — that  conflict  has  been  decided, 
and  tiie  conquering  party,  fuppofed  the  weaker,  has  excr- 
cifed  the  powers  of  government  with  ftill  more  energy  and 
fuccefs  than  their  predeceflbrs.  After  a  fucceffion  of 
bloody  and  obftinate  battles,  the  invaders  of  France  have 
been  driven  back  by  armies  compofed  chiefly  of  raw  and  un^ 
practifed  recruits.  "Where  now  is  the  fcientific  confidence 
with  which  we  were  taught  to  regard  the  efforts  of  disci- 
pline and  experience  ?  The  jargon  of  profeifional  pedan- 
try is  mute. — Are  our  allies  in  better  fpirits  to  act,  or  fuller 
of  refource  to  aft  efle&ually  now  than  at  the  com  men  ce- 
ment of  the  lad  campaign'?  Is  it  nothing  that  the  great 
and  momentous  experiment  has  been  made,  and  that  a 
fingle  nation,  rouzed  by  a  new  and  animating  energy,  and 
defending  what  they  conceive  to  be  their  liberty,  has  prov- 
ed itfelf  to  be  a  match  for  the  enmity  and  arms  of  the 
world  ?  Are  we  to  hold,  as  a  matter  of  flight  confidera- 
tion  the  daring  and  enthufiaftic  fpirit,  folicitous  of  danger 
and  fearlefs  of  death,  which  has  fpread  with  electrical  ra- 
pidity throughout  all  the  defcriptions  of  men  condituting 
that  great  and  gallant  nation  ?  or  is  the  pride  with  which 
fuccefs  in  fuch  a  conflict  has  fwelled  the  heart  of  every  in- 
dividual who  has  ftiared  in  it  to  be  eftimated  as  nothing  ? 
Who  that  has  reflected  on  thefc  circumitances,  and  can 
boaft  a  mind  neither  clouded  by  palfion  nor  corrupted  by  in- 
tereft,  (hail  dare  to  affirm  that  the  allies  are  nearer  at  this 
moment  to  the  attainment  of  their  profefled  object  than  at 
any  former  period  of  the  war  ?  As  to  one  of  the  nominal 
powers  of  the  alliance,  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  it  may  be 
afked,  has  flie  (hewn  any  difpofition  t6  contribute  any  thing 
to  the  common  caufe  but  her  praifes  and  her  prayers  ? 

The  noble  lord,  faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  overlooking  the  im- 
perious neceflity  of  circumftances,  thinks  it  fair  and  candid 
to  contrail  the  proceedings  of  the  French  Convention,  re- 
lative to  matters  of  fupply  and  finance,  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Britifh  minuter  and  the  BritUh  parliament  on  the 
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fame  fubjecl  certainly  the  contrafl  is  obvious,  "and  long 
may  it  continue  fo.  But  the  noble  lord  purfues  his  triumph 
rather  too  far,  when  he  endeavours  to  imprefs  it  more  for- 
cibly on  our  minds  by  making  a  regular  fpcech  for  our 
chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  exultingly  demanding 
what  we  fliould  fay  if  his  right  honorable  friend  were  to 
come  down  and  propofe  to  this  houfe  fuch  ways  and  means 
as  the  minifter  of  finance  in  France  is  compelled  to  refort  to  ? 
What  mould  we  think  if  he  were  to  rife  and  propofe  that 
all  perfons  who  had  money  or  property  in  an  unproductive 
(late  mould  lend  it  without  intereft  to  the  public  ; — that  all 
who  had  accumulated  fortunes  out  of  the  bounty  of  the 
ftate  mould  refund  what  they  had  received  — or,  finally, 
that  all  perfons  pofiefling  great  eftatcs  fliould  relinquifli  die 
produce  of  them  during  the  war,  rcferving  to  them fe Ives 
only  a  bare  and  moderate  fubfiltence  ?  Sir,  I  agree 
with  the  noble  lord,  that  if  his  right  honorable  friend  were 
to  come  down  to  us  with  any  fuch  propofitions,  he  would 
not  long  retain  his  prefent  fituation.  There  is,  therefore, 
no  great  danger  that  die  experiment  will  be  made.  No, 
fir ;  from  die  modefty  and  prudence  of  our  prefent  mi- 
nifter, I  mould  augur  a  very  diiTercnt  fpecch  from  that 
which  tne  noble  lord  has  provided  for  him. — Comparing 
himfelf  and  his  own  meafures  with  the  character  and  con- 
•  duel  of  his  rival,  he  might,  without  too  great  an  afTumption 
of  merit,  fay,  *  Do  I 'demand  of  you,  wealthy  citizens, 
to  lend  your  hoards  to  government  without  intereft  ?  On 
the  contrary,  when  I  come  to  propofe  a  loan,  there  is  not 
a  man  of  you  to  whom  1  fliall  not  hold  out  an  ufurious  pro- 
fit upon  every  pound  you  devote  to  the  necemties  of  your 
country. — Do  I  demand  of  you,  my  fellow- placemen  and. 
brother-pen fioncrs,  that  you  fliould  appropriate  any  part  of 
your  ftipends  to  the  public  exigencies  ?  On  the  contrary, 
am  I  not  daily  increafing  your  numbers  and  your  emolu- 
ments ?  Do  I'  require  of  you,  my  lateft  and  fnoft  zealous 
profelytcsy  that  you  fliould  make  any  temporary  facrificcs 

in 


-GEORGE  m.  79 

in  fupport  of  a  war,  on  the  fuccefs  of  which  you  profefs  to 
believe  that  the  falVation  of  Britain  and  of  Europe,  and  of 
civilized  fociety  itfelf,  depends  ?  No,  gentlemen,  I  fcorn 
to  take  advantage  of  your  eagcrnefs  and  your  zeal ;  and  to 
prove  that  I  do  not  fufpeft  them  to  want  fuch  a  tcft,  I  will 
make  your  intereft  to  coincide  with  your  principle.  In- 
Read  of  calling  upon  you  to  contribute  to  the  public  re- 
venue, I  will  quarter  fome  of  you  upon  it;  and  while 
others  are  abforbcd  in  patriotic  apprehenfions,  I  will  force 
upon  them  the  favorite  objecls  of  their  perfonal  vanity  and 
ambition/ 

The  wit  and  fpirit  of  this  brilliant  reply  excited  the  in- 
voluntary admiration  of  the  houfe,  which,  however,  un- 
happily remained  unimprefTed  with  the  force  and  weight  of 
its  reafonings.  The  debate  was  long  protracted,  and  the 
houfe,  at  a  very  late  hour,  divided  ;  for  the  queftion  279, 
againil  it  61  voices. 

In  die  upper  houfe,  the  cuftomary  addrefs  paflcd  with 
little  oppofition"-,  but,  on  the  17  th  of  February,"the  mar- 
quis of  Lanfdown,  in  m  fpeech  replete  with  found  reafon- 
ing,  information,  and  eloquence,  moved  an  addrefs  of 
another  defcription,  "  to  reprefent  to  his  majefty  the  ex- 
treme improbability  of  conquering  France ;  that  the  dif- 
memberment  of  France,  if  attainable,  would  augment  the 
ftrength  of  the  powers  moll  to  be  dreaded ;  that  opinions 
cannot  be  controlled  by  arms  5  that  experience  has  demon- 
strated the  futility  of  every  attempt  to  interfere  in  the  inter- 
nal government  of  France,  even  if  the  jufticc  were  proble- 
matical ;  and  that  wc  rruift  incur  the  keened  reproaches,  if 
we  encouraged  farther  revolts  in  a  country  where  we  had 
been  unable  to  fave  thofe  who  put  confidence  in  us  from 
extermination  and  ruin — therefore  to  implore  his  majefty  to 
declare,  without  delay,  his  difpofifion  to  make  peace  upon 
fuch  juft,  difintereftcd,  and  liberal  terms,  as  were  calcu- 
lated to  render  the  peace  lading ;  and  that  he  would  fignify 
this  intention  to  his  allies,  that  a  ftop  might  be  put  to  the 
effufion  of  human  blood." 

His 
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His  lordfhip  took  a  very  maffccrly  and  comprehenflve  view 
of  the  fituations,  refources,  and  political  objects  of  the  fere* 
ral  European  dates. — «  Whether  we  look,"  faid  this  truly- 
slulc  ^ind  eminent  (l^ittffrnsn*      to  our  conftci<jracv  on  the 
one  hand,  or  to  the  neutral  powers  whom  we  had  irritated 
on  the  other,  it  was  impoflible  to  perceive  any  ground  of 
hope.    France,  by  the  preflure  of  the  allies  upon  her  fron- 
tier, had  become  a  fchool  of  military  wonder ;  and  if  other 
governments  perfevered  in  their  defign  of  thus  goading  her 
to  almoft  preternatural  exertions,  we  fhould  fee  a  military 
republic  firmly  eftabliflied  in  the  heart  of  Europe.  The 
cnthufiafm  of  war  has  entered  into  every  fentiment  and 
feeling  of  the  foul ;  but  this  enthufiafm  originated  in  thae 
of  liberty,  and  the  whole  country  is  taught  that  their  fole 
occupation  and  paflion  ought  to  be  arms,  becaufe  their 
only  good  and  bleffing  is  liberty — Such  being  the  ftate  of 
the  war,  his  lordftrip  aflced,  Whether  it  was  reafonablc 
to  perfevere  in  it  ?  Whether,  upon  the  principle  avowed, 
wc  ought  to  fucceed  ?  WhetheT,  by  the  treaties  we  had 
made,  we  were  likely  to  do  fo  ?  and,  above  all,  Whether 
the  war  did  not  tend  to  produce  confequences  fatal  to  the 
intercfts  of  this  country,  to  thofc  of  Europe,  and  to  the 
general  liberties  of  mankind  ?  In  looking  to  the  future  for- 
tune of  the  war,  his  lordfhip  adverted  to  the  condition  of 
Holland,  comparing  their  prefent  backwardnefs  with  their 
former  glorious  ftruggles,  and  faid  it  exhibited  the  differ- 
ence between  men  when  engaged  in  defence  of  their  own 
liberties,  and  when  drawn  in  to  fight  with  others  againft 
their  will. — In  allufion  to  the  declaration  of  lord  Grenville 
on  a  former  occafion,  that  fecurity  and  indemnity  were  the 
objects  of  the  war,  his  lordfhip  faid,  that  it  was  not  the 
trafh  of  indemnity  we  ought  to  purfue ;  the  true  object  of 
Britifh  policy  at  this  moment  was  to  conciliate  France, 
and  reft  ore  peace  to  the  world.    Treat  with  the  French 
people,  no  matter  for  the  name.    If  our  intentions  arc 
wife  and  difinterefted,  there  can  be  little  to  fettle,  and 
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in  that  would  lie  our  great  fecurity.  The  marquis  recom- 
mended, as,  an  example  to  this  country  in  its  intercourfe 
with  France,  the  magnanimous  conduct  of  Louis  IX. 
during  the  civil  wars  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  Were 
we  to  manifeft  fentimcnts  of  kihdncfs  and  generofity,  and 
a  defirc  of  peace  towards  the  French,  they  would  evince 
the  fame.  They  had  always  been  againft  a  war  with 
England.  Mutual  rancor,  his  lordfhip  faid,  had  been  ex- 
cited by  mutual  invectives.  This  he  earneftly.  wiflied  to 
avoid  j  and  that  we  mould  behave  nobly,  not  feeking  to 
derive  profit  from  the  misfortunes  of  our  neighbours." 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  the  duke  of  Grafton,  who 
had  for  many  years  retired  from  public  life,  but  who  now 
deemed  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  ftand  forward  and  bear 
his  decided  teftimony  againft  the  prefent  fatally-deftrudtivc 
fyftem  of  adminiftration.    And  his  grace's  fentiments  de- 
rived great  weight  and  intereft,  not  merely  from  the  un- 
blemifhed  integrity  of  his  character,  but  the  advantage  he 
poflefled  of  that  practical  wifdom  which  is  the  refult  of 
long  experience  in  affairs  matured  by  deep  and  difpaflionate 
reflection.    His  grace  noticed  his  long  abfence  from  the 
houfe,  and  faid,  He  did  not  flatter  lumfelf  with  the  ex- 
petiation  of  making  any  confiderable  impreflion  upon  their 
lordfliips,  or  of  effecting,  by  the  obfervations  he  had  to 
offer,  any  material  alteration  of  fentiment.    But  he  hoped, 
that,  by  a  conftant  and  unremitted  attention  to  their  duty, 
he,  and  thofe  few  with  whom  he  acted,  might,  in  the 
end,  accomplifh  their  object,  which  was  to  rcftore  to  their 
country  the  bleflings  of  peace.    He  recollected  on  a  former^ 
occafion,  that  a  minority,  fmall  in  number  at  the  flrft, 
long  reviled,  treated  with  fcorn  and  contempt,  did,  by 
perfeverance  and  firmnefs,  at  length  convert  their  minority 
into  a  majority,  and  put  an  end  to  the  American  war— 
His  grace  faid,  he  firmly  believed  that  the  motion  before 
the  houfe  was  calculated  to  promote  the  real  welfare  of 
die  country  j  and  that,  if  right  meafurcs  had  been  adopted, 
vol.  in.  g  a  torrent 
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a  torrent  of  blood  might  have  been  fpared.    The  misfor^ 
tunes  in  which  we  were  involved  had  their  origin  in  * 
dodTrine  new  to  him,  which  was  that  of  implicit  confidence 
in  his  majeftyYminifters ;  but  the  greater  the  confidence 
placed  in  them,  the  greater  muft  be  the  ultimate  refponfiV 
bility,  and  they  might  on  a  future  day  be  caDed  to  anfwer 
fo  their  injured  country  for  the  difficulties  and  diftreffes  in 
which  they  had,  by  their  ill-judged  and  impolitic  mea- 
furcs,  involved  her.    The  prefent  war,  his  grace  faid,  was 
undefined  in  its  principle  and  object.    It  was  what  poli- 
tical writers  termed  bellum  internecknis — a  war  of  extermi- 
nation.   In  fuch  a  war  are  we  plunged  by  the  temeritv  of 
a  minifter,  who,  twelve  months  before,  predicted  a  con* 
tinuance  of  peace  for  fifteen  years ;  and  twelve  millions  of 
additional  debt  has  been  contracted,  inftcad  of  that  dimi- 
nution  of  the  public  burdens- of  which  he  had  held  out  the 
falfe  and  fallacious  profpedt.    His  grace  declared,  that  he 
certainly  did  not  mean  to  recommend  the  violation  of  our 
treaties,  nor  the  defertion  of  our  allies ;  but  if  wifdom 
prefided  in  our  councils,  and  proper  terms  were  offered  to- 
the  French,  the  refult  would,  he  doubted  not,  be  happy  : 
but  a  continuance  of  the  prefent  war,  upon  the  principle 
on  which  it  was  now  carried  on,  threatened  his  majefty's 
throne  and  government*  and  the  fafety  and  profperity  of 
the  Britiih  nation. 

The  fecretary  of  ftatc,  lord  Grenville,  concluded  a 
debate  of  great  length,  by  pronouncing  the  motion 
before  the  houfe  to  be  ill-timed,  inexpedient,  and  im- 
practicable :  whatever*  as  liis  lordfhip  had  the  candor  to 
exprefs  himfelf,  might  be  the  motive  for  bringing  it  for- 
ward, he  rejoiced  in  the  difcretion,  as  it  would  imprefs  ort 
the  parliament  and  the  people  the  real  principles  of  the 
war;*  it  would  remind  them  how  much  they  had  at  Hake 
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*'  The-  Vcquent  and  vile  infi>  traions  of  lord  Grenville,  refpc&ingr  the 
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in  the  event,  and  how  neceflaxy  it  was  tp  profecuie  it  yi- 
^orouHjr-  He  was  ajftoniflied  to  fee  two  fuch  men  as  t}ie 
noble  marquis  and  duke  propofe  a  negotiation  for  peace 
without  Rating  any  ground  on  which  it  could  be  effedte^ 
wjth  fecurity.  He  aiked,  if  either  of  the  *  noble  lords 
would  b>e  negotiator  on  this  occasion,  and  whether  they 
would  affert  tlieje  was  a  man  in  France  who  had  the  powejr 
to  treat  with  them.  Security  was  the  object  of  the  war  } 
jmt  parliament  would  not,  }ie  was  perfuaded,  call  upon 
minilters  to  declare  the  degree  of  fecurity  they  required,  -pr- 
in  w^iat  .fpecific  mode  it  was  to  be  obtained.  It  depende^ 
upon^yajriet^  ofcafual  circum (lances  and  fluctuating  events* 
Hejlenied  the  impregnability  of  the  frontier  of  France,  and 
.vindicated  the  conduct  of  minifters  towards  the  ncutraji 
lotions  on  t^c  ground  of  political  neceffity.  His  lordfliip 
jafnrraed,  that  our  commerce  was  flourifliing,  our  manu- 
factures increafing,  and  our  revenue  profperous  *,  and 
jncutionejd  his  furprife  that  the  noble  lords  who  fupported 
the  motion  had  not  brought  forward  any  fpecific  propofal 
.to  obviate  the  difficulties  which  impeded  a  negotiation. 
In.  the  courfe  of  a  long  fpeech,  fimilar  in  all  refpects  to  his 
former  wretched  effufions,  excepting  that  all  intention  of 
indemnity  was  omitted,  his  lordfliip  run  over  the  cata- 
logue  of  his  common  places;  while,  fuch  is  the  wonderful 
effect  of  prejudice,  the  houfe  liftened  with  favorable  atten- 
tion, as  if  he  had  been  uttering  grades  of  wifdora.  On  a 
.divifion  there  appeared — for  the  motion  13  ;  againft  it  103. 

The  horrible  feverity  of  the  fentences  patted  upon  the 
Scottifh  delinquents,  Muir,  Palmer,  &c.  even  admitting 
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fuperlatively  deteftabJe  adminiftration,  neyer  fnrely  could  be  levelled  with 
left  fcufe  and  decency  than  againft  two  noblemen,  dutingm'flicd  for  virtue 
and  ability,  who  had  both  occupied  the  higheft  office*  iu  the  ftatc,  of  long 
experience  and  tried  fidelity  to  their  forereign  and  their  country ;  and  in 
companfon  of  whom  lord  Grenville  wis,  in  a  phyfical  as  well  at  political 
fenfe,  a  mere  child — truly  noble  per  Tons,  who  could  not  for  a  moment, 
with  the  lead  color  of  plaufibility,  be  foppofcd  aduatcd  by  any  motxv*» 
which  were  cot  in  the  higheft  degree  pure,  juft,  and  laudable. 
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the  conviction  to  be  legal  and  juft,  was  fo  flagrant  as  td' 
excite  great  attention  ;  and  Mr.  Adam,  a  Scottifh  advocate 
of  great  profeflional  ability,  on  the  4th  of  February  brought 
forward  a  motion  in  the  houfe  of  commons  tending  to  a 
revifion  of  the  Scottifh  law  of  fedition,  with  a  view  to  af- 
fimilate  it  more  nearly  to  the  mild  and  equitable  fyftem  of 
EnglHh  jurifprudence  but  this  generous  attempt  was  ne- 
gatived by  a  majority  of  1 26  to  3 1  voices. 

It  being  a  matter  of  very  great  doubt  whether,  barbarous 
as  the  law  of*  Scotland  appeared  to  be,  the  Court  of  Juf- 
ticiary  had  not  exceeded  the  limits  of  their  power  in  fub- 
ftituting  the  punifhmenf  of  tfanfportation  for  that  of  ba- 
nifliment,  impofed  by  die  att  of  queen  -  Anne,  for  the  of- 
fence charged  upon  die  above-named  gendemen,  whofe 
character  in  private  life,  however  miftaken  in  their  public 
opinions  and  conduct,  was  admitted  to  be  in  the  higheft 
degree  refpe£table>  Mr.  Adam  on  the  16th  of  March  moved 
f6t  a  copy  of  the  record  to  be  laid  before  the  houfe,  upon 
the  ground  of  which  he  meant  to  queftion  the  legality  of 
the  fentence *,  and  if  his  arguments  prevailed  with  the 
houfe,  as  no  appeal  could  lie  from  the  conviction,  he  mould 
propofe  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty  in  favor  of  thefe  unfortu- 
nate men.  After  a  mafterly  legal  difcuffioh  of  the  queftion, 
Mr.  Adam  made  a  ludden  trail fition  to  the  equity  and  hu- 
manity of  the  proceeding,  addreffmg  himfelf  very  power- 
fully to  the  feelings  of  the  houfe.  «<  What,"  faid  he,  "  is 
the  crime?  Mifdcmeanor.  What  is  the  punifhment  ? 
Tranfportation  5  and  that  the  mod  aggravated  and  af- 
flicting known  to  the  law — to  a  defoiate  ifland,  an  inhof- 
pttable  defert  at  the  extremfty  of  the  earth,  where  all 
rude  and  barbarous,  where  they  mull  be  deprived  of  all 
communication  with  intelligent  beings  like  themfelves, 
where  they  can  find  no  focial  pleafure,  but  arc  condemned 
to  live  with  ruffians  whom  the  fword  of  juft  ice  has  fpared." 
The  motion  was  opppfed  by  the  lord-advocate  of  Scotland, 
.who  praifed  the  Scottifh  criminal  code  in  high  terms,  as 
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?nwch  (upetior  to  that  of  England,  and  far  better  adapted 
to  the  fuppreflion  of  fedition.  And  Mr.  Pitt  declared  that, 
in  his  opinion,  no  doubt  could  be  entertained  either  of  the 
legality  of  the  trials,  or  the  propriety  with  which  the 
lords  of  judiciary  had  exercifed  their  difcreticn  on  that  oc- 
cafion:  and  the  queftion  was  loll  on  a  divifion  of  139  againft 
32  voices. 

On  the  25th  of  March  Mr.  Adam  introduced  a  third 
motion,  fupported  by  a  ftrong  chain  of  fa£ls  and  reafon- 
ings,  relative  to  the  regulation  of  the  Judiciary  Courts  of 
Scotland,  purporting  to  bring  their  general  practice  nearer 
to  that  of  the  Englifh  courts.  But  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas 
affirmed  that  the  Scottifli  nation  was  very  happy  under  its 
own  laws,  and  that  the  alterations  propofed  would  be  a 
violation  of  the  articles  of  the  Union.  On  the  divifion  it 
was  negatived  by  77  to  24  voices. 

Early  in  the  feflion  Mr.  Dundas  had  "brought  a  mcflage 
from  his  majefty,  Hating,  that  a  corps  of  Heflians  em- 
ployed in  his  fervicc  having  been  brought  to  the  coaft  on 
the  Ifle  of  Wight  to  prevent  ficknefs  on  board  the  tran- 
sports, his  majefty  had  given  orders  they  fhould  be  quar- 
tered in  the  ifland.— This  corps  conftituted  a  pan  of  the 
army  deftined  to  co-operate  with  the  French  royalifts  in 
La  Vendee,  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Moira,  the 
obje£t  of  whofe  important  expedition  was  defeated  by  the 
.mifmanagement  and  procraftination  of  the  cabinet.  The 
"houfe  thanked  his  majefty  for  the  communication ;  but  as 
it  feemcd  that  the  minifters  of  the  crown  meant  to  pafs 
{jlently  over  this  tranfa&ion,  swhich,  though  circumftances 
might  render  it  proper,  was  in  a  conftitutional  view 
alarming,  Mr.  Grey,  on  the  10th  of  February,  called  the 
attention  of  ihe  hpufe  to  the  fubjed  in  a  fpeech  replet? 
with  hiftoric  parliamentary  and  conftitutional  information, 
tlearly  proving  that  the  meafure  in  queftion  was  contrary 
%oxh  to  the  letter  and  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  as  ef- 
tablifhed  at  the  Revolution  j  and  that,  whenever  fucli  a 
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meafurc  became  neceffary,  minifters  Aibuld  cither  ODtaih 
the  previous  content  of  parliament,  or  refort  to  a  bill  of 
indemnity.  Mr.  Grey  concluded  by  moving,  "  that  to 
employ  foreigners  in  any  fituation  of  military  truft,  ot  to 
bring  foreign  troops  into  this  kingdom  without  the  confent 
of  parliament  rirft  had  and  obtained,  is  contrary  to  law." 
The  motion  was  ftrongly  fupported  by  Mr,  Whitbread, 
lord  John  Cavendifh,  and  Mr.  Francis  j  the  latter  of  whom 
forcibly  alked,  "  If  it  was  lawful  to  bring  in  4,000  Heflians 
to-day,  why  not  1  o,coo  Auftrians  to-morrow,  and  20,000 
Ruffians  the  day  following  ?" 

Mr.  Fox  hoped  that  Engli(hmen  would  look  to  the  con- 
fluences of  this  do&rine,  and  faid,  that  were  he  to  chufe 
whether  the  king  (hould  poflefs  the  power  of  introducing 
Foreign  troops  into  the  kingdom  in  time  of  peace  or  in 
time  of  war,  he  mould  much  prefer  the  former,  as  the 
exercife  of  fo  alarming  and  exorbitant  a  prerogative  would 
be  more  likely  to  rouzc  the  nation  to  a  general  oppofition 
and  refiftance.  Mr.  Pitt  maintained  that  his  majefty  did 
moil  unqueftionably  poflefs  the  prerogative  in  queftion, 
and  the  remedy  for  any  fuppofed  danger  was  for  the  houfc 
to  withhold  the  fupplics  for  the  payment  of  troops. 
Mr.  Serjeant  Adair,  one  of  the  mod  rcfpetlable  of  the 
party  ftyled  Alarmifts,  admitted  that  the  king  had  no 
power  to  introduce  foreign  troops  into  the  kingdom ;  he 
was  a  friend  to  the  principle,  but  not  to  the  form  of  the 
motion  ;  he  therefore  moved  the  previous  queftion,  which 
was  carried  by  184  againft  35  voices. 

The  more  the  great  conftitutional  axiom  moved  by 
Mr.  Grey  was  confidered,  the  more  reafon  there  was  to  be 
diflatisfied  at  the  manner  in  which  it  was  evaded ;  efpe- 
cially  when  the  firfl  minifter  of  the  crown,  by  his  abomi- 
nable and  daring  avowal  of  the  prerogative  in  queftion, 
feemed  to  aim  at  the  cftablilhmcnt  of  it  to  all  future  times, 
in  confequence  of  the  precedent  now  made.  Mr.  Grey, 
therefore,  on  the  14th  of  March,  again  brought  the  fub- 
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jc& before  the  houfc  in  a  fomcwhat  different  form.  He 
controverted,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  the  Qpinion  given  on 
the  former  debate  by  the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
which,  coming  from  fuch  authority,  he  regarded  as  of  the 
utmoft  importance.    Mr.  Grey  faid,  that  he  was  far  from 
calling  in  queftion  the  propriety  or  needfity  of  Janding  the 
Hefliaus  j  but  he  could  never  iuffer  it  to  be  advanced,  as 
a  principle  of  the  conftitution,  that  the  king  had  a  right  to 
introduce  foreign  troops  into  the  kingdom  as  a  regular 
branch  of  the  royal  prerogative.    On  the  contrary,  the 
letter,  fpirit,  and  practice  of  the  conftitution  all  militated 
againft  it.    He  referred  to  the  A£t  of  Settlement,  by 
which  no  foreigner  could  gpoflibly  hold  ^any  office  ^f  civil 
or  military  trull  in  this  kingdom.    But  was  not  every  of- 
ficer of  an  army  of  foreigners  in  a  place  of  military  truft? 
Thefe  foreigners  were  not  even  under  any  military  law  in 
this  country ;  for,  as  to  them,  the  Mutiny  <A&  had  no 
force  or  operation.    From  the  moment  they  landed  here 
they  were,  ipfo  faftv,  difcharged :  they  could  not,  by  the 
law  of  this  country,  exift  for  a  moment  as  an  army,  and 
if  they  defcrted  or  difobeyed  there  was  no  ftatute  on  which 
they  could  be  tried.    Mr.  Grey  alfo  referred  to  the  famous 
<afe  of  the  Dutch  Guards  in  the  reign  of  king  William,  and 
to  the  peremptory  refufal  of  the  houfe  of  commons  to  admit 
of  their  remaining  in  England,  notwithstanding  the  great 
conftitutional  fervices  they  had  performed.    And  he  pro- 
lefted  that  he  had  bo  other  view  in  the  meafure  he  meant 
to  propofe  than  the  guarding  againft  the  eftablifhment  of 
a  dangerous  doctrine  and  a  dangerous  precedent.  He 
concluded  with  moving  for  a  bill  of  indemnity,  in  which 
he  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Francis. 

A  fecond  vehement  debate  enfued,  in  the  courfe  of 
which  Mr.  Sheridan,  with  his  accuftomed  and  chara&eriftic 
animation,  declared,  that  to  look  into  books  in  order  to 
demonftrate  the  illegality  of  fo  monftrous  a  claim  was  a 
mere  wade  of  time.    Common  fenfe  was  fufficient  to  fliew 
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that  it  could  not  exift.  If  at  any  future  interval,  when; 
the  vigilance  of  that  houfe  fl umbered,  advantage  was  taken 
to  land  an  army  of  foreigners  in  the  kingdom  for  unlawful 
or  injurious  purpofes,  would  it  be  pretended  that  the  re- 
fponGbility  of  minifters  was  a  fufficient  fecurity  againft  the 
danger  ?  While  the  houfe  were  voting  impeachments  they 
might  meet  the  advanced  guard  of  the  enemy  in  the  lobby. 

Mr.  Fox  affirmed,  that  if  the  introduction  of  foreign 
troops  into  this  country  was  legal,  to  talk  of  liberty  was 
abfurd,  to  fpeak  of  a  free  conftitution  was  weaknefs. 
And  Mr.  William  Smith  remarked,  that  no  conftitution 
could  contain  a  principle  which  was  felo  de  fe9  which 
ft  ruck  at  its  vital  part,  and  endangered  its  very  exiftence. 
Mr.  Pitt  perfifted  obftinately  in  his  opinion,  or  at  leaft  his 
aflertion,  that  it  was  legal  and  conftitutional  to  introduce 
foreign  troops  into  the  kingdom  without  the  previous  con- 
fent  of  parliament;  and  faid,  he  was  yet  ignorant  what 
pofitive  law  it  contravened,  what  precedents  it  violated,  or 
what  courfe  of  practice  it  traverfed.  On  the  queftion  be- 
ing called  for,  the  members  for  the  motion  were  4 1  only, 
againft  170,  who  oppofed  it — a  divifion  which  excited  the 
grief  and  indignation  of  every  honed  man  and  true  Briton. 

The  earl  of  Albemarle,  in  an  able  and  conftitutional 
fpeech,  the  firft  which  he  delivered  in  parliament,  brought 
forward  a  motion  fimilar  to  that  of  Mr.  Grey.  His  lord- 
fhip  noticed  the  Bill  of  Indemnity  introduced  under  the 
adminiftration  of  lord  North,  which  pafled  in  the  commons, 
and  was  loft  in  the  lords1  merely  from  the  objection  made 
by  the  marquis  of  Rockingham  to  the  preamble,  in  which 
it  was  ftated  "  that  doubts  had  arifen,  &c.  •,"  whereas 
the  marquis  declared  that  no  fuch  doubts  had  exifted,  or 
could  exift,  as  to  the  pretended  right  of  the  crown  to  land 
foreign  troops  in  the  kingdom.  The  motion  was  fupported 
by  the  carls  of  Lauderdale  and  Guildford,  the  marquis  cf 
Lanfdown  and  the  duke  of  Bedford.  Lord  Romney,  who 
now  ufually  voted  with  the  court,  teftified  as  to  the 
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fhare  which  he  had  borne  refpe&ing  the  former  bill  of 
indemnity.    At  that  time,  his  lordfliip  faid,  it  was  not 
even  pretended  that  to  introduce  and  employ  foreign  troopi 
in  any  part  of  the  king's  dominions  was  legal  and  conftitu- 
tional ;  the  only  difficulty  which  arofe  related  to  the  word- 
ing of  the  preamble  in  fuch  a  way  as  not  to  throw  a  doubt 
upon  the  principle.    Lord  Grenville  himfelf  was  far  from 
taking  up  the  qucilion  in  the  fame  high  tone  with  Mr.  Pitt. 
His  lordfhip  declared,  he  faw  no  ufe  in  agitating  abftratt 
proportions  in  parliament,  and  that  it  would  be  better  for 
the  country  if  the  queftion  were  left  open,  and  minifteri 
remained  fubjeel,  as  at  prefent,  to  the  eventual  refponfi- 
bility  of  abufing  a  power,  the  exercife  of  which  was  ad- 
mitted to  be  occafionally  neceflary.    In  thefe  fentiments 
the  other  loTds  in  adminiltration,  lord  Hawkelbury,  lord 
Aukland,  &c.  feemed  to  concur    and  the  bill  was  upon, this 
ground  merely  rejected,  though  the  lords  Stanhope  and 
Radnor  (igned  a  proteft  againft  the  decifion  of  the  houfe. 
Upon  die  whole,  and  on  a  general  review  of  the  debates  hi 
parliament  refpe&ing  this  great  conftitutional  queftion, 
Mr.  Pitt  appears  to  have  been  the  only  man  who  took  a 
decided  part  againft  the  interefts  of  his  country. 

About  this  period  of  the  fcflion  the  chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  moved,  in  the  Committee  of  Supply,  that  the 
treaty  between  his  majefty  and  the  king  of  Sardinia  be  re- 
ferred to  the  faid  committee.  Conformably  to  the  tenoT  of 
this  fingular  treaty,  Great  Britain,  it  will  be  recollected, 
was  pledged  to  pay  to  his  Sardinian  majefty  the  fum  of 
200,000  /.  to  be  employed  in  the  defence  of  his  own  do- 
minions ;  and  alio  not  to  make  any  peace  with  France  of 
which  the  rcftoration  of  Savoy,  and  his  other  conquered 
territories,  was  not  a  preliminary  article  •,  although  it  never 
had  been  pretended  that  Savoy  was  an  object  of  fuflicient 
confequence  to  involve  us  in  a  war  with  France,  and  the 
EnglinS  court  had  even  made  a  boaft  of  its  neutrality 
fubfequent  to  the  acquifition  of  that  duchy  by  the  arms  of 

the 


Digitized  by 


?o  GEORGE  IDL 

the  republic.  The  refolution  enabling  his  majefty  to  male* 
good  this  curious  treaty  paflcd  without  a  formal  divifioo, 
though  it  excited  the  fevcre  and  poignant  animadverfions  o( 
the  members  in  oppofition. 

The  military  and  naval  force  voted  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year  amounted  to  more  than  250,000  men,  including 
about  35,000  foreigners 5  and  a  new  loan  was  created  of 
11,000,000/.  three-per-cents,  and  2,750,000/.  four-per* 
cents,  with  the  addition  of  a  temporary  annuity  of  about 
one-half  per  cent,  for  11,000,000/.  actually  borrowed  by 
the  government.  , 

A  biU  introduced  by  Mr.  Wilberforce,  for  abolifhing 
that  part  of  the  Have-trade  which  related  to  the  fupply  of 
foreign  plantations,  palled  the  houfe  of  commons  under  the 
infidious  patronage  of  Mr.  Pitt,  but  was  thrown  out  in  the 
lords  in  confequence  of  the  avowed  difapprobation  of  lord 
Grenville,  who  was,  however,  pleafed  to  profefs  himfelf 
an  advocate  for  the  principle  of  the  bill,  which  was,  he  faid, 
ill-timed  pending  the  inquiry  inftituted  in  that  houfe  re* 
fpe&ing  the  general  queftion $  and  in  this  miferable  fub- 
terfuge  he  was  feconded  by  Horfeley,  bifhop  of  Rochefter. 

On  the  2  2d  of  February  a.  meiTage  was  delivered  from 
the  king,  purporting,  that  the  avowed  intentions  of  the 
enemy  to  invade  this  country  made  an  increafe  of  the  land- 
forces  neceflary  :  and  an  addrefs  was  voted  by  the  houfe, 
afluring  his  majefty  u  of  their  zealous  concurrence  in  every 
exertion  which  became  a  brave  and  loyal  people  in  the  pro- 
secution of  this  juft  and  neceflary  war."    So  foon  were  the 
lofty  and  boaflful  predictions  of  miniftcre  falfified,  and  their 
pride  humbled,  by  a  change  of  fortune  of  which  they  would 
not  previoufly  fuppofe  the  poflibility.    A  great  augmenta- 
tion of  the  militia,  and  an  addition  of  volunteer  fencible 
corps,  were  accordingly  voted,  and  the  dangerous  and 
doubtful  expedient  reforted  to  of  foliciting  voluntary  fub- 
fcriptions,  by  a  formal  letter  written  by  the  fecretary  of 
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ftate  to  the  lord-lieutenants  of  the  feveral  counties  of  the 
kingdom.  This  fubje&  Was  brought  by  Mr.  Sheridan  ia 
a  regular  mode  before  the  houfe,  and  reprobated  by  him 
and  the  members  of  oppofition  in  general  as  a  grofs  violation 
of  the  principles  of  the  conftitution  and  of  the  privileges  of 
that  houfe.  But  his  reafonfngs,  if  not  confuted,  were  fet 
at  reft,  by  moving,  as  ufual  upon  all  inconvenient  and 
troublefome  propofitions,  the  previous  que  ft  ion.  < 

On  the  6th  of  March  Mr.  Whitbread  moved  an  addrcfe 
to  the  king,  ftrongly  expreffive  of  difapprobation  of  the 
conduct  of  minifters,  and  of  thofe  meafures  which  had  pre- 
ceded and  fuccceded  the  declaration  of  war — lamenting 
that  his  majefty  mould  have  been  advifed  to  make  a  com- 
mon caufe  with  powers  whofe  objects  are  undefined,  but 
who,  as  there  is  much  ground  to  fear,  profecute  the  war 
with  views  and  for  purpofes  folemnly  difavowed  by  hia 
majefty,  and  abhorrent  to  the  principles  of  a  free  nation  9 
and  dating,  that  the  reftoration  of  Savoy  was  not  of  fuf- 
ficient  importance  to  be  made  a  condition  of  peace,  and 
requefting  his  majefty  to  extricate  himfelf  from  his  prefent 
engagements,  as  they  prevented  his  concluding  a  feparate 
peace. — Againft  an  armed  nation,  Mr.  Whitbread  obferved, 
it  was  in  vain  to  combine ;  and  in  the  midft  of  our  pre- 
tended fuccelTes  we  were  called  upon  to  make  an  extraor- 
dinary provifion  for  our  internal  fafcty. — The  motion  waa 
negatived,  after  a  warm  debate,  by  a  great  majority.— 
A  (imilar  motion,  brought  forward  by  the  earl  of  Guild- 
ford  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  was  oppofed  by  lord  Hawkelbury, 
-who  chara&eriftically  declared,  that,  far  from  objecting 
to  the  treaties  already  made,  he  only  wiflied  there  were 
more,  and  ihould  rejoice  if  there  was  not  a  neutral  power 
in  Europe.    He  juftificd  the  treaty  with  Sardinia,  and 
maintained  the  perfect  confiftency  of  minifters,  who  had, 
in  his  opinion,  acted  in  a  manner  highly  meritorious.  The 
•motion  of  !crd  G  uildford  was  rejedkd  by  the  ufual  majority. 

The 
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The  melancholy  fituation  of  general  la  Fayette,  •who, 
Cnce  his  flight  and  capture  on  neutral  ground,  had  been 
groaning  under  the  oppreflion  of  Auftrian  cruelty  in  the 
dungeons  of  Qlmutz,  exciting  the  companion  of  many 
refpeclable  perfons,  .general  Fit^patrick  humanely  and 
^eneroufly  moved  the  houfe  of  commons,  on  the  17th 
«f  March,  for  an  addrefs  to  the  throne,  befeeching  his 
.  jnajefty  to  intercede  with  the  court  of  Vienna  in  his  favon 
The  general  remarked  that  La  Fayette  fuffered  for  his  at- 
tachment to  the  conftitutional  monarchy  which  we  now 
profefledly  wiftied  to  reftore ;  and  he  enlarged  on  the  me- 
rits and  fervices  of  that  unfortunate  perfon  as  far  over- 
balancing any  errors  with  which  he  might  be  chargeable. 

Mr.  Pitt  oppofed  the  motion  as  equally  improper  and 
unneccfTary,  and  denied  that  M.  la  Fayette's  conduct  was 
ever  friendly  to  the  genuine  caufe  of  liberty  *  and  he  af- 
firmed, that  the  interference  required  would  be  ietting  up 
ourfelves  as  guardians  of  the  confeiences  of  foreign  dates. 

The  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  more  than  a 
hundred  voices,  by  the  influence  of  the  minifter  merely  ; 
for  the  feelings  of  the  houfe  were  evidently  interefted  in 
favor  of  the  vi&im  of  Auftrian  perfidy.  It  was,  however, 
ftrongly  fufpedted  that  the  emperor  was  not  the  monarch  in 
Europe  the  moft  averfe  to  M.  la  Fayette's  reftoration  to  the 
bleflings  of  freedom — thofe  bleflings  of  which  he  had  been 
ib  inftrumental  to  the  eftabltfhment  in  America. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  major  Maitland,  brother  to  the 
earl  of  Lauderdale,  moved  for  a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  failure  of  Dunkirk 
and  the  evacuation  of  Toulon,  which  he  enforced  by  a 
fpeech  containing  fevere  animadverfions  on  the  conduct  and 
policy  of  adminiftration. 

Mr.  Jenkinfon,  fon  of  lord  Hawkefbury,  rofe  in  oppofi  - 
tion  to  the  motion,  and  took  a  retrofpe&ive  view  of  the 
tranfa&ions  of  the  laft  campaign,  which  (he  faid)  not  only 
demonftrated  the  valor  of  the  Britifh  troops,  but  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  Britilh  councils.    He  affirmed  that  this  country 
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Could  not  think  of  peace  till  the  government  of  France,  if 
it  deferved  the  name,  was  annihilated ;  and  it  was  the  duty 
of  his  majefty's  miniflers  to  afiift  every  party  that  mould 
arife  to  overturn  it.  He  was  ready  to  confefs,  indeed* 
that  gQvernment  to  be  ftrong  -%  but,  paradoxically  fpeaking> 
the  (Ironger  it  was*  fo  much  the  more  eafy  was  it  to  be 
deftroyed.  The  Jacobine  Club  at  Pari*  gave  the  tone  to 
the  whole  kingdom  : — let  that  club,  then,  be  deftroyed,  and 
univerfal  confternation  and  confuGon  would  follow.  This, 
event  could  only  be  accomplifhed  by  marching  directly  to 
Paris.  But  firft  it  would  be  neceflary  to  take  fomc  ftrong 
towns  on  the  frontier,  in  order  to  open  the  communication 
with  the  inhabitants,  who  would  be  glad  of  the  oppor- 
tunty  of  flying  from  anarchy  and  defpotifm.* 

Mr. 

A  comment  equally  amufing  and  inftru&ive  upon  the  fyftem  of  thofe 
great  politicians  who  adviftd  the  overthrow  of  the  French  republican  go- 
vernment by  marchiog  directly  to  Paris,  may  be  found  in  the  celebrated 
Rabelais,  book  i.  chap.  33.  entitled,  **  How  certain  governors  ct  king 
Picrochole,  by  their  raih  counfcls,  run  him  into  the  utmoft  danger.'* 
Thcfe  governors  were,  it  fecms,  the  duke  of  Mcnreail,  earl  Spadaftn,  and 
captain  Nferdaille,  who,  by  engaging  him  in  a  war  wkh  Grandgoufier, 
promifed  to  make  him  the  greateft  prince  flnce  Alexander  of  Macedon-. 
,  Picrochole,  flattered  by  thi»,  bids  them  put  on  their  hats,  and  tell  him  how. 
They  propofc  leaving  a  fmall  garrifon  at  home ;  to  march  one  army  im- 
mediately to  Grandgoufier,  and  deftroy  mm;  another  to  go  to  Gafccny, 
and  capture  all  the  towns,  caftles,  and  ftrong  places,  in  their  way.  Thence 
to  take  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  ere&  two  columns  much  more  durable 
than  thofc  of  Hercules,  ia  honor  of  his  majefty's  name.  Moreover,  the 
Straits  would  be  called  the  Picrocboline  Straits.  After  this  Barbary  and 
Italy  were  to  be  conquered — Picrochole  protefting,  by  the  bye,  that  he 
would  upon  no  account  kifs  the  pope's  flipper.  u  But  in  the  mean  time,** 
fays  Picrochole,  M  what  becomes  of  the  firft  army,  after  defeating  that 
devitifh  fellow  Grandgoufier  ?"  4  Why,  fir,'  reply  the  governors,  *  re- 
aflembling  in  Bohemia,  they  \anquilh  Norway,  Sweden,  Gothland,  and 
fo  up  to  the  Frozen  Ocean ;  whence,  by  way  of  Lithuania  and  Bulgaria „ 
they  proceed  dircdly  to  Constantinople.*  44  I'll  go  there  myfelf,"  cries 
Picrochole,  44  for  I  have  a  mind  to  be  emperor  of  Trcbizonde.  All  1  fear 
r*  that  infernal  Grandgoufier."  *  Don't  fear  him,'  faid  Spadafio,  4  for 
Ruftia  (hall  fend  in  a  moment  to  your  awftance  450,000  chofen  troops.* 
41  Come  on  then,'*  exclaimed  Picrochole,  u  fee  that  every  thing  be  goto 
ready,  and  let  thofc  who  love  mc  follow  mc" 
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Mr.  Pitt  objected  to  the  motion,  on  account  of  the  great 
inconveniences  oi  inquiry,  which  he  affirmed  to  be  of  fuch  mag* 
nitude  that  they  ought  never  to  be  hazarded  except  when 
*he  failures  wctc  of  a  nature  to  attach  incapacity  to  the 
character  of  minifters,  or  to  occafion  diftruft  of  the  gene- 
ral fyftem  which  they  had  adopted  :  but  the  failures  which 
had  taken  place,  he  fubmitted  to  the'lioufe,  were  far  from 
amounting  to  this — A  direct  negative  was  confequently  put 
upon  the  motion,  by  a  majority  of  133  voices; 

Early  IU  this  month  Mr.  Dundas  brought  forward  his 
annual  ilatement  of  the  finances  of  India.  He  rcprefented, 
as  ufual,  the  profperous  condition  of  the  Company,  the  in- 
creafe  of  their  commerce,  their  inveftments  and  their  re- 
venues, and  drew  a  flattering  picture  of  their  opulence  and 
their  grcatneis.  To  this  he  acknowledged  that  one  objec- 
tion might  poilibly  be  made — Why  then,  it  might  be  aflted* 
apply  to  the  public  for  pecuniary  relief  )  Why  want  .to 
borrow  money  ?  Uut  this,  he  affirmed,  the  Company  4id 
not  a(k :  they  only  aiked  leave  to  increafe  their  own  capi- 
tal— an  indulgence  to  which  he  thought  them  fully  entitled* 
In  order  to  this  he  moved  a  refolution  enabling  the  Com- 
pany to  continue  their  bonded  debt  at  two  millions,  and  tp 
.flue  new  bonds  for  one  million  more,  which  was  agreed 
-to  without  a  divifion. 

Nearly  at  the  fame  time  Mr.  Harrifon  brought  forward 
a  motion  refpe&ing  finccure  place  s  und  petitions,  a}l  of 
which  above  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum  he  propofod 
to  tax,  during  the  continuance  01  the  war,  in  a  certain 
fpeeitied  and  gradual  fcale  of  proportion.  Mr.  Burke  treated 
this  proportion  with  great  uifdain,  and  compared  the  tnea- 
fure  to  thofe  which  had  occalioncd  the  ruin  of  France  As 
a  meafure  of  rclourcc,  he  faid,  fit  was  trilling  and  inade- 
quate ;  as  a  meafure  of  policy,  miflaken.  If  the  poor 
were  only  to  be  relieved  in  this  way,  then  let  them  iutoiut 
to  the  will  of  God. — Mr.  Pitt  affirmed  that  the  motion  held 
out  faife  principles.    Was  the  country,  inftead  of  a  flou- 

ri  thing, 
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riming,  ih  a  defperate  fituation,  the  houfe,  he  thought, 
would  not  recur  to  a  meafure  like  the  prefent :  but  from  a 
review  of  the  (late  of  the  kingdom,  he  contended  that  the 
nation  had  gTeat  caufe  of  exultation. — The  votes  in  favour 
of  the  motion  were  50,  agairut  it  np> 

At  the  end  of  the  month  of  April  Mr.  Secretary 
Dundas  delivered  a  meflage  from  the  king,  announcing  a 
treaty  of  fubfidy  with  the  king  of  Pruflia,  and  a  Convention 
with  the  States-General.  Mr.  Pitt,  on  being  urged,  ftated 
the  terms  to  be  as  follows  :  That  his  Pruifian  majefty  had 
agreed  to  fumifh  62,000  troops,  for  which  his  Britannic 
majefty  had  agreed  to  pay  him  50,000/.  per  months 
100,000  /.  per  month  for  forage,  400,000  /.  to  put  the  army 
in  motion,  and  100,000/.  on  their  return  ;  of  the  aggregate 
©f  which  fums  the  States-General  were  to  pay  400,000  /.. 
as  their  proportion.  Over  the  troops  fubfidized  at  this 
enormous  expenfe,  the  direction  and  command  were  {till 
vefted  in  the  king  of  Pruflia.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Pitt  for 
the  fum  o£  2,500,000/.  to  be  raifed  by  way  of  loan  oa 
Exchequer-bills,  in  addition  to  the  fupplies  of  the  current 
year,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  good  this  engagement* 
panned  by  a- great  majority. 

On  the  1 2th  of  May,  Mr.  Dundas  brought  down  a  fe- 
cond  meffage  from  the  king,  importing,  that  feditious 
practices  had  been  carried  on  by  certain  focieties  in  London* 
in  correfpondence  with  other  focieties ;  that  they  had  lately 
been  purfued  with  increafing  activity  and  boldnefs,  and 
been  avowedly  directed  to  the  aflembling  of  a  pretended 
national  convention  of  the  people,  in  contempt  and  defiance 
of  the  authority  of  parliament,  on  principles  fubverfivc  o£ 
the  exifting  laws  and  the  conftitution,  and  tending, to  intro- 
duce that  fyftem  of  anarchy  prevailing  in  France  ;  that 
his  majefty  had  given  orders  for  feizing  the  books  and 
papers  of  thofe  focieties,  which  were  to  be  laid  before  the 
houfe  *,  that  it  wa3  recommended  to  the  houfe  to  confider 
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them,  and  to  purfue  fuch  meafures  as  were  ncceflary  in  or- 
der to  prevent  their  pernicious  tendency. 

On  the  fame  day,  Thomas  Hardy,  Jboemaker  in  Picca- 
dilly, who  had  acted  as  fecretary  to  the  London  Corre- 
fponding  Society,  and  Daniel  Adams,  fecretary  to  the  So- 
ciety for  Conftitutional  Information,  too  well-known  and 
long-eft  jbliflied  political  aflbciations,  were  apprehended, 
by  warrant  from  the  fecretary  of  (late,  for  treafonable 
practices  *,  and  fevcral  other <  members  of  the  two  focieties 
were,  in  the  courfe  of  a  week,  arretted,  and  committed 
to  the  Tower,  on  a  charge  of  high-treafon. 

The  papers  in  queftion  being  referred  to  a  fecrct  com- 
mittee of  twenty-one  members,  chofen  by  ballot,  the  firft 
report  of  the  committee  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Pitt  on  the 
16th  of  May.  It  contained  an  account  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  focieties,  from  the  year  1791,  chiefly  from  the 
public  newfpapers.  In  a  very  long  and  ftudied  harangue, 
Mr.  Pitt  endeavoured  to  imprefs  upon  the  houfe  the  belief 
of  the  exiftence  of  a  mod  dreadful  and  dangerous  confpi- 
racy.  He  mould  call,  he  faid,  the  attention  of  the  houfe 
to  a  fociety  which,  though  compofed  of  the  meaneft  and 
moll  defpicable  of  the  people,  acting  upon  the  worft  Jaco- 
binical principles,  had  within  it  the  means  of  the  mod  un- 
bounded extenfion  and  rapid  increafe.  It  had  already  rifen 
to  thirty  divifions  in  London,,  fome  containing  fix  hun- 
dred perfons,  and  was  connected  by  a  fyitematical 
chain  of  correfpondence  with  other  focieties,  fcattcred 
through  all  the  manufacturing  towns  That  fociety  had 
arrived  at  fuch  enormous  boldnefs  as  to  declare  itfelf  au- 
thorifed  to  lean  the  proceedings  of  parliament,  and  prefcribe 
limits  for  its  actions,  beyond  which,  if  it  prefumed  to  ad- 
vance, an  end  was  to  be  put  to  its  exiftence.  Such  lan- 
guage from  people  fo  contemptible  might  feem  the 
effect  of  infanity,  and  deferving  only  of  companion  ;  but 
it  had  been  the  refult  of  deep  delign,  moulded  into  fhape, 
and  fit  for  mifchievous  effects  when  opportunity  (hould  oc- 
cur.   About  fix  weeks  ago  the  correfyondkig  Society  had, 

• 
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\a  due  form,  laid  before  the  Con&itutional  Society  a  delibe- 
rate and  deep-concerted  plan  for  aflembling  a  convention  for 
all  England,  intending  evidently  to  exercife  legiflative  and  ju-. 
dicial  capacities,  to  overturn  the  eftablimed  fyftem  of  go- 
vernment, and  wreft  from  the  parliament  the  power  lodged 
in  their  hands ;  and  in  their  circular  letter  they  had  empha- 
tically dated  that  no  time  was  to  be  loft.  Arms  had  been 
actually  procured  and  diilributed  by  thefe  focieties  *,  and, 
in  reference  to  the  nature  and  magnitude  of  the  objects  they 
had  in  view,  it  would  appear  that  a  confpiracy  £6  formida- 
ble had  never  yet  exifted.  Mr.  Pitt  concluded  by  moving 
f  or  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  empowering  his  majefty  to  fecure 
and  detain  all  perfons  fufpe&ed  of  defigns  againft  his  crown 
and  government. 

Mr  Fox,  in  reply,  declared,  that  he  had  liftened  in  vain 
to  the  report  now  read  for  a  dilcovery  of  facts  more  impor- 
tant than  thofe  which  had  been  previoufly  detailed  in  every 
newfpapcr.  Thefe  focieties,  however  intemperate  in  fome 
of  their  expreflions  and  proceedings,  uniformly  pro fe fled 
their  object  to  be  the  redrefs  of  grievances,  by  means  of  a 
reform  in  a  parliment.  A  convention  of  the  fame  nature 
with  that  now  propofed  was  actually  held  at  Weftminfter 
In  the  year  1 780,  of  which  Mr.  Pitt  might  pofiibly  have 
been,  and  of  which  he  himfelf  certainly  was,  a  member* 
This  convention  held  a  public  correfpondence  with  focieties 
in  Yorklhire  and  other  places  ;  they  prefented  the  refult  of 
their  labours  to  the  houfe,  which  refufed  indeed  to  acknow- 
ledge them  as  delegates,  but  allowed  their  right  to  petition 
as  individuals,  and  received  their  petition.  By  a  conven- 
tion the  Irifh  Catholics  had  obtained  their  late  privileges. 
How  could  the  houfe  after  thefe  examples,  upon  what  pre- 
tence, or  with  what  equity,  declare  a  convention  aiTembling 
with  this  object  merely  in  view  to  be  illegal  ?  Such  a  con- 
vention as  that  dated  by  the  minifter  would  indeed  be 
highly  criminal  5  but  the  idea  was  utterly  incredible  and 
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ridiculous.  Were  an  hundred  of  thefc  perfons  infanf 
enough  to  iflue  orders,  and  aflume  the  powers  of  govern* 
ment,-  where  would  they  find  another  hundred  difpofed  t(T 
obey  them  ?  Let  the  houfe  confider  the  extent  of  autho- 
rity given  to  the  crown  by  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas- 
Corpus  A&.  Every  man  who  difcourfed  freely  upon  the 
fubjeel  of  the  war,  which  he  from  his  heart  regarded  as" 
deteftable,  would  be  in  the  hands  and  at  the  mercy  of  the 
minifters.  Former  fufpenfion  of  this  a£t  in  the  cafe  of  ac- 
tual or  threatened  invafion,  at  a  time  when  the  people  were 
divided  in  opinion  as  to  the  right  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover, 
formed  no  precedent  for  the  prefent  meafure.  Who  aTe 
now  the  objects  of  this  exercife  of  defpotifm  ?; — a  number 
of  individuals,  without  money,  without  means,  poflefTing 
neither  military  or  civil  authority.  The  facrifice  required 
was  mighty,  the  danger  was  altogether  imaginary  ;  or  if 
any  danger,  any  criminality,  exifted,  the  old  eftablifhed 
laws  known  to  the  conftitution  were  fully  adequate  to  the 
occafion.  Mr.  Fox  repeated  "  that  the  pretexts  for  this 
violent  and  dangerous  meafure  were  the  moll  flimfy  and 
bare-faced,  and  the  meafure  itfelf*he  moft  daring  and  im- 

» 

pudent,  he  had  ever  witnefied.,v 

The  motion,  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill  was  carried  by 
a  great  majority,  but  in  every  Itage  it  met  with  a  moft  re- 
folute  and  vigorous  oppofition.  Mr.  Jekyl  obferved,  "  that 
fome  perfons  were  indeed  in  cuftody  upon  a  charge  of  high- 
treafon,  but  was  it  to  be  fuppofed,  if  guilty,  that  they  would 
efcape  if  the  prefent  bill  were  not  pafled  into  a  law  ?  Why 
excite  a  needlefs  and  univerfal  aiarm  for  the  fake  of  pu- 
nifhing  a  few  ?" 

Mr.  Sheridan  declared  his  belief  not  only  that  no  trea* 
fonable  practices  exifted,  but  that  miniftcrs  knew  this  to  be 
the  fact,  although  it  might  be  neceflary  for  their  views  to 
create  fome  new  caufe  of  panic  and  confirmation.  Of  all 
other  confpiracies,  he  faid,  fecrefy  was  a  leading  feature-, 
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and  if  this  was  a  confpiracy,  it  was  the  moil  garrulous  con- 
fpiracy  he  ever  heard  of. 

Mr.  Grey  allowed  "  that  in  extreme  cafes  extreme  pow- 
ers fhould  certainly  be  given  ;  but  no  fuch  cafe  was  ever 
made  out  in  the  prefent  inftance,  for  the  charge  at  mod 
amounted  only  to  fedition.  In  the  year  1782  Mr.  Pitt 
himfelf  had  been  of  opinion  that  parliamentary  reform  was. 
only  to  be  accomplifhed  by  refolutions  of  the  people  acting 
on  the  prudence  of  the  houfe.  This  fame  William  Pitt, 
who  had  once  taught  the  public  to  believe  that  nothing  ho- 
ned was  to  be  expected  from  the  houfe  of  commons,  now 
aflerted  that  the  people  fhould  do  nothing  for  themfelves. 
"William  Pitt,  the  reformer  of  that  day,  was  William  Pitt 
the  profecutor,  and  perfecutor  too,  of  reformers  now. 
But,  for  his  own  part,  he  declared,  that,  however  im- 
pugned, parliamentary  reform  was  a  caufe  he  would  never 
defert,  nor  would  he,  to  preferve  power  or  gratify  ambi- 
tion, ever  become  an  unprincipled  apostate." — The 
bill  at  length  pafled  by  a  majority  of  five  to  one. 

Very  warm  debates  alfo  upon  this  fubjedt,  took  place  in 
the  houfe  of  lords,  in  the  courfe  of  which  lord  Thurlow 
gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  facts  flated  in  the  report  did 
not  amount  to  the  crime  of  high-treafon,  though  to  that  of 
fedition  they  undoubtedly  might,  and  did.  But  fedition  is 
by  the  law  of  England  an  offence  of  a  totally  different  na- 
ture from  treafon ;  obfeurely  defined,  and  of  a  compara- 
tively trivial  import* 

After  palling  the  Sufpenfioh  Bill  an  addrefs  was  fent 
down  from  the  lords  to  the  commons,  exprefling,  in  ftrong 
terms,  their  belief  in,  and  abhorrence  of,  the  confpiracy,  as 
itated  in  the  report,  and  their  loyal  wifhes  to  bring  to  exem- 
plary punimment  the  authors  and  abettors  of  fuch  plans,  &c. 
This  declaration  of  the  legiflature,  pending  a  judicial  pro- 
fecution,  and  founded  upon  ex  parte  evidence,  was  re- 
prefented  as  grofsly  unjuft  and  unconftitutional,  as  it  mud 
have  an  obvious  and  powerful  tendency  to  bias  the  minds  of 
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the  juries  who  were  to  decide  upon  the  fate  of  the  perfons 
accufed,  and  who,  agreeably  to  the  principles  of  the  law  of 
England,  ought  to  be  prefumed  innocent  till  they  were 
found  and  pronounced  guilty  after  a  fair  and  open  trial* 
The  houfe  neverthelefs  agreed  to  the  addrefs,  and  negatived 
an  amendment  propofed  by  Mr.  Fox,  omitting  the  claufe 
which  Rated  their  belief  of  the  confpiracy,  without  a  di- 
vifion. 

As  provifion  had  in  the  courfe  of  the  fsflion  been  made 
for  embodying  a  very  numerous  corps  of  French  emigrants, 
Mr.  Sheridan  conceived  it  a  proper  opportunity  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  a  new  military  teft,  containing 
merely  a  declaration  of  allegiance,  fuch  as  might  admit  the 
whole  body  of  Englifli  Diflenters,  Catholic  and  Proteftant,. 
to  ferve  their  country  in  a  military  capacity  ;  to  which  he 
faid,  that  he  prefumed  the  houfe"  would  allow  them  to  be  at 
leaft  as  competent  as  an  army  of  French  Papifts*  Mr.  She- 
ridan very  forcibly  objected  to  all  tefts  and  disqualifying 
laws  \  but,  confining  himfelf  on  the  prefent  occafion  to 
what  he  thought  might  probably  be  granted,  he  extended 
his  motion  only  to  military  and  naval  teds,  leaving  all  civil 
employments  to  remain  as  they  were.  But  it  was  in  vain 
to  expedt  any  liberal  concefiion  from  the  prefent  odious  ad- 
miniftration ;  and  the  previous  queftion  being  moved  by 
Mr.  Dundas,  upon  this  unwelcome  and  perplexing  mo- 
tion, it  was  carried  with  little  debate,  and  without  any 
divifion. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  the  duke  of  Bedford,  who  had 
already  diftinguiftied  himfelf  as  a  very  able  fpeaker  in  the 
houfe  of  peers,  called  for  the  attention  of  their  lordfliips  on 
the  important  fubje£t  of  peace.  His  grace  ftatcd  it  to  be 
his  defign  to  fhew  the  views  which  had  originally  been  en- 
tertained of  the  war  by  the  government  and  the  legiflature, 
the  different  afpecls  it  had  fubfequently  afTumed,  and  the 
utter  impoflibility  of  drawing  any  fpecific  conclufion  of  the 
intention  of  adminiitration,  or  limiting  the  calamity  to  any 
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object,  the  attainment  of  which  would  fatisfy  their  wi(hes. 
For  this  purpofe  his  grace  offered  a  feries  of  propofitions,  no 
lefs  than  fourteen  in  number,  for  the  confideration,  and, 
if  approved  by  their  lordfhips,  for  the  affeat  of  that 
houfe. 

The  i  ft  refolution  imported  in  fubftance,  that,  previous 
to  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  k  was  the  profefled 
policy  of  his  majefty's  government  to  preferve  a  ftri&  neu- 
trality in  relation  to  France,  and  that,  after  the  declaration 
of  war,  the  avowed  object  of  it  was  to  oppofe  all  views  of 
ambition  and  aggrandizement  on  the  part  of  France. 

2.  That,  before  the  end  of  April,  1793,  the  armies  of 
France  were  obliged  to  evacuate  Holland  and  Flanders, 
and  that  the  prince  of  Cobourg  did,  by  a  proclamation, 
engage  to  co-operate  with  general  Dumouriez,  to  give  to 
France  the  conftitution  of  monarchy  (he  had  formed  for 
herfelf ;  and  that,  within  the  compafs  of  a  few  days,  this 
declaration  was  fuperfeded  and  revoked. 

3.  That  by  the  15  th  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  with 
the  landgrave  of  Hefle  Caflel  on  the  xothof  April,  it  ap- 
pears that  his  majefty's  minifters  were  of  opinion  that  the 
fituation  of  affairs  had  then  entirely  changed  its  afpe&,  in 
confequence  of  which  his  majefty  might  not  have  occafion 
for  the  Heflian  troops. 

4.  That  on  the  14th  of  July,  1793,  a  convention  was 
concluded  by  Great  Britain  with  Pruflia,  in  which  the  two 
powers  reciprocally  promife  to  continue  to  employ  their  re- 
fpedtive  forces,  as  far  as  their  circumftances  would  permit, 
}n  carrying  on  a  war  equally  juft  and  neceffary. 

5.  That  on  the  23d  of  Auguft,  1793,  the  inhabitants  of 
Toulon,  did  declare  that  it  was  their  unanimous  wifli  to 
adopt  a  monarchical  government  upon  the  baGs  of  the  con- 
ftitution of  1789  ;  and  that  lord  Hood,  by  his  proclamation 
of  the  28th  of  Auguft,  on  taking  pofleflion  of  Toulon,  did 
accept  of  that  declaration. 

6.  That 
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6.  That  the  conftitution  to  which  the  preceding  declare 
tion  and  acceptance  are  applied  was  the  fame  which  his  ma- 
jefty's  ambaflador  at  the  Hague  did,  in  a  memorial  pre- 
fented  to  the  States-General  on  the  1 5th  of  January,  1793, 
tlefcribe  in  the  following  terms,  viz.  "  It  is  not  quite  four 
years  fince  certain  mifcreants,  affuming  the  name  of  philo- 
fophers,  have  prefumed  to  think  themfelves  capable  of  cfta- 
blifhing  a  new  fyflem  of  civil  fociety.  In  order  to  realize 
this  dream,  the  offspring  of  their  vanity,  it  became  ne- 
ceflary  for  them  to  overturn  and  deftroy  all  eftablifhed 
notions  of  fubordination,  of  morals,  and  of  religion." — 
And  that  this  defcription  was  applied  by  the  faid  ambaflador 
to  a  government  with  which  his  majefty  continued  to  treat 
and  negotiate,  from  its  inflitution  in  1789  to  its  diflblution 
in  1 792  ;  and  that  his  majefty's  ambaflador  was  not  recalled 
from  Paris  until  that  government  was  diflblved. 

7.  That  by  the  declaration  of  the  25th  of  October,  17931 
his  majefty  demands  only  of  France  that  fome  legitimate  and 
liable  government  fhould  be  eftablifhed,  and  that  his  ma- 
jefty  hoped  to  find  in  the  other  powers  engaged  with  him 
in  the  common  caufe,  fentiinents  and  views  perfectly  con- 
formable to  his  own. 

8.  That  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  the  profecution 
of  it  was  confidered  by  his  majefty  as  a  caufe- of  general 
concern,  in  which  his  majefty  had  every  reafon  to  hope  for 
the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  powers  united  with  him  by 
the  ties  of  alliance  or  intereft. 

9.  That  it  docs  not  appear,  in  this  caufe  of  general 
concern,  that  his  majefty  has  received  that  cordial  co- 


operation. 


10.  That,  on  the  contrary,  it  does  appear  that  many  of 
thofe  powers  have  not  co-operated  with  his  majefty ;  that 
Ruflia  has  not  contributed  in  any  fhape  to  the  fupport  of 
this  common  caufe  ;  that  the  crowns  of  Sweden  and  Den- 
mark have  united  to  ddend  themfelves  againil  any  attempts 
to  force  them  to  take  part  in  this  caufe  ;  that  the  republics 
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sqf  Venice  and  Switzerland  remain  neuter ;  and  that  Sar- 
dinia is  fubGdized  by  Great  Britain  merely  to  enable  him  to 
act  upon  the  defenfive. 

11.  That\the  king  of  Pruffia,  bound  by  the  convention 
of  July,  1 793,  to  a&  as  a  principal  in  the  war,  in  the  mod 
perfect  concert  and  the  moft  intimate  confidence  with  his 
majefty,  has,  by  the  treaty  of  April,  17941  obtained  the 
grant  of  an  enormous  fubfidy  from  this  country  in  order  to 
fecure  his  farther  co-operation ;  and  that  Great  Britain  is, 
in  fa&,  loaded  with  his  proper  (hare  of  the  burden  of  a  war 
which  is  faid  to  be  the  common  caufe  of  every  civilized 
ftate. 

1 2.  That  the  object  of  the  war,  as  originally  profefTed 
on  our  part,  viz.  the  reftoration  of  peace  on  terms  of  per- 
manent fecurity,  is  now  attainable — his  majefty  uniformly 
abftaining  from  any  interference  with  refpett  to  the  internal 
affairs  of  France. 

13.  That  it  isthe  duty  of  his  majefty's  minifters  to  avail 
themfelves  of  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  war,  by  pro- 
pofing  to  France  equitable  and  moderate  conditions  of  re- 
conciliation. 

14.  That  in  every  poflible  cafe  it  is  equally  defrrable  that 
his  majefty  (hould  make  an  explicit  declaration  of  his  views  ; 
and  if  interference  is  intended,  to  make  the  degree  of  that 
interference  precifely  known,  in  order  to  induce  fuch  parts 
of  the  French  nation  as  are  diflatisfied  with  their  prefent 
government  to  exert  themfelves  with  fecurity. 

His  grace  expatiated  upon  thefe  propofitions  much  at 
large,  and  with  great  pertinence  and  propriety  ;  and  he 
fpoke  in  terms  of  generous  approbation  of  the  amelioration 
produced  in  France  ar  the  period  of  the  revolution,  the  pri- 
mordial feeds  of  which  were  imported  from  America. 
Speculative  men,  he  faid,  had  afterwards  attempted  to 
form  a  fyftem  too  pure  for  the  prefent  ftatc  of  focicty ; 
but  time  would  have  foftened  down  thefe  theories,  and 
have  made  it  one  of  the  grandeft  and  moft  extraordinary 
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ftru&ures  that  was  ever  formed  by  man.  During  this  time, 
excepting  fome  trifling  difputcs  with  the  Germanic  princes 
about  feudal  fuperiorities  in  Alface,  nothing  happened  to 
excite  the  jealoufy  of  other  powers.  Yet  two  of  the  de- 
spotic potentates  of  the  Continent  affeded  to  fee  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  revolution  with  alarm,  and  by  means  of  the 
Convention  of  Pilnitz  laid  the  foundation  of  all  the  horrors 
which  have  followed.  The  conduct  of  our  allies,  with 
other  concurrent  caufes,  had  confpired  to  produce  a  fecond 
revolution.  With  refpc&  to  the  qucftion,  how  a  permanent 
peace  was  to  be  made  with  France,  his  grace  profefled  him- 
fclf  at  a  lofs  to  comprehend  the  force  of  the  epithet.  As 
applied  to  treaties  between  nations,  no  peace  had  ever  been, 
or  could  ever  be,  permanent,  which  it  furted  the  intereft 
and  inclination  of  either  party  to  break ;  and  a  peace  con- 
cluded at  the  prefent  time  was  as  likely  to  be  permanent  as 
at  any  other.  He  then  proceeded  to  move  his  firft  re- 
futation. 

_  « 

Lord  Fitzwilliam,  in  a  fpeech  of  great  violence,  oppofed 
the  pofition  that  peace  could  with  fafety  be  made  with 
France.  His  lordfliip  maintained,  that  we  had  a  right  to 
interfere  in  the  internal  concerns  of  France  till  they  mould 
be  fo  regulated  as  to  give  fecurity  to  mankind,  and  that  the 
part  Great  Britain  had  a£fccd  became  a  great  and  magnani- 
mous people. 

The  duke  of  Grafton  fupported  the  motion  brought  for- 
ward  by  the  duke  of  Bedford,  and  obferved,  that  four  years 
ago  the  government  was  a&ing  the  Drawcanfir  in  defence 
of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  and  was  now  feen  prize- 
fighting for  the  re-eftabliihment  cf  defpotifm  in  France. 
His  grace  adverted  to  the  requeft  made  by  the  French  to 
the  king  cf  England  to  mediate  between  them  and  Auftria— 
an  opportunity  never  to  be  recalled  $  and  which,  if  em- 
brased  with  cordiality  and  good  faith,  would  have  placed 
Europe  at  this  day  in  a  happy  Hate  of  peace, 
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Lord  Hawkefbury  oppofed  the  motion  tipon  the  ground 
of  it$  being  an  improper  interference  with  the  royal  pre- 
rogative. There  were,  he  faid,  no  hopes  of  a  perma- 
nent peace  with  the  French  •,  the  fpecdieft  method  of  ob- 
taining it  would  be  by  a  change  in  that  government.  We 
were  juftihed  in  our  endeavours  to  effect  this  object  in 
every  practicable  way  •,  and  their  making  war  upon  us  un- 
provoked undoubtedly  gave  us  new  rights ;  and  this  none 
who  under  flood  the  law  of  nations  could  poflibJy  call  in 
queftion. 

Lord  GrenvUle  clofed  the  debate  with  the  falfe  and  dar- 
ing aflertion,  that  in  no  former  war  had  minifters  been 
called  upon  to  ftate  the  fpecihe  object  of  it  5  adding,  that 
lie  did  not  fee  why  we  were  not  to  interfere  with  the  inter- 
nal concerns  of  France,  and  that  the  only  fecurity  we  could 
obtain  for  a  permanent  peace  was  in  reftoring  monarchy  to 
France. — The  resolution  moved  was  meanly  evaded  by  the 
queftion  of  adjournment. 

On  the  fame  day  Mr.  Fox  introduced  into  the  houfe  of 
commons  a  feries  of  refolutions  precifely  fimilar  to  thofe 
moved  by  the  duke  of  Bedford  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  which 
he  illuftrated  and  defended  with  his  wonted  ability.  A 
( milar  debate  enfued,  and  the  previous  queftion  being 
moved,  on  the  firft  refolution,  was  carried  by  210  to  57 
voices. 

Nothing  of  hiftoric  moment  occurred  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  feUion,  which  was  protracted  till  the  nth 
of  July,  ( x  794,)  and  then  terminated  by  a  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  in  which  his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  urge  his  two 
houfes  of  parliament  "  to  perfevere  with  increafed  vigor  and 
exertion  in  the  prefent  arduous  conteft  againft  a  power  ir- 
reconcileably  hoftilc  in  its  principles  and  fpirit  to  all  regu„ 
lar  and  eftabliftied  government." 

Immediately  on  the  rifing  of  parliament  fome  alterations 
in  the  adminiftration  took  place.  Earl  Fitzwilliam  was  de- 
clared lord-prefident  of  the  council,  earl  Spencer  appointed 
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lord  privy-feal,  the  duke  of  Portland  made  third  fecretary 
of  (late,  and  Mr.  Windham  fecrctary  at  war.  Before  the 
clofe  of  the  year  lord  Fitzwilltam  was  promoted  to  the  vice- 
royalty  of  Ireland ;  and  the  earl  of  Mansfield,  late  lord 
Stormont,  and  nephew  to  the  famous  chief-juftice,  now  no 
more,  fucceeded  to  the  prefidency  of  the  council.  Lord 
Spencer  was,  by  a  happy  choice,  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  lord  Chatham,  brother  to  the  premier, 
who  had  for  fome  years  occupied  that  important  depart- 
ment, by  a  change  very  beneficial  to  the  public,  was  now 
made  lord  privy-feal. 

.  When  the  chiefs  of  the  alarmifts  went  over  to  the  court, 
it  was  underftood  that,  upon  the  firft  favorable  opportunity, 
provifion  mould  be  made  for  them  and  their  partizans, 
which  was  now  done  in  an  ample  manner.  But  no  me- 
lioration of  the  general  fyftem  was  difcernible  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  new  coalition;  and  the  character  of  the 
duke  of  Portland,  at  leaft,  did  not  appear  in  a  light  more 
dignified  or  difintereiled  to  the  public  at  large  by  his  ac- 
ceptance of  an  office  which  he  himfelf  had,  fourteen  years 
before,  ftrenuoufly  labored  to  abolifh,  as  fuperfluous  in 
itfelf,  and  affording  the  means  of  corrupt  influence,  and 
that  under  a  rainifter  whofe  appointment  to  office  his  grace 
had  reprobated  as  an  infult  on  parliament  and  the  nation- 
Ten  new  peers  were  alfo  created,  and  his  grace  of  Port* 
land's  fervices  Hill  farther  rewarded  with  a  blue  ribband, 
and  the  office  of  chancellor  of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford.* 

As  the  campaign  of  1793  terminated  very  late  in  the 
year,  that  of  x  794  did  not  commence  early.    On  the  6th 

of 

- 

•  The  accumulation  of  honor  and  reward*  conferred  upon  this  nobleman, 
in  confluence  of  the  abandonment  of  his  principle*  aod  his  party,  produced 
the  following  farcattic  epigram,  in  alwfion  to  hi»  grace's  family  motto, 
C*A23NtZ  honie: — 

When  the  firft  Bcntinck  warn'd  hit  race 

Above  all  things  to  fear  difgrace, 
Did  hi*  prophetic  foul  forcfee, 
Poai  tANo,  thy  bafe  apoflafy  ? 
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of  January  the  duke  of  Brunfwic  addrefled  a  remarkable 
letter  to  the  king  of  Pruflia,  in  which  he  announced  the 
refignation  of  his  command,  ftating  as  his  motive  "  the 
unhappy  experience  that  want  of  connection,  diftruft, 
egotifm,  and  a  fpirit  of  cabal,  had  difconcerted  the  mea- 
fures  adopted  during  the  two  laft  campaigns."  He  fpeaks 
Hill  more  plainly  in  a  fubfequent  part  of  the  letter,  faying — 
U  When,  inftead  of  the  prevalence  of  an  unanimous  fenti- 
ment  and  the  fame  principle,  each  army  acts  feparate  and 
alone,  of  its  own  accord,  without  any  fixed  plan,  without 
unanimity  and  without  principles,  the  confequences  are 
fuch  as  we  have  feen  at  Dunkirk,  at  Maubeuge,  aud  Lan- 
dau. Heaven  preferve  your  majefty  from  great  misfor- 
tunes I" 

It  is  probable  that  the  king  of  Pruflia,  being  totally  dif- 
appointed  in  his  fclfifh  and  unprincipled  views  of  (baring 
in  the  fpoils  of  vanquiftied  France,  had  already  determined 
to  withdraw  himfclf  from  the  confederacy.     Jn  the  month 
of  February  certain  commiflioners  from  the  French  re- 
public arrived  at  Frankfort,  under  the  pretext  of  negotiat- 
ing for  an  exchange  of  prifoners  :  but  the  marked  diftincVion 
with  which  they  were  treated,  with  the  long  and  fecret 
Conferences  which  they  held  with  general  Kalkreuth,  who 
was  known  to  poflefs  the  entire  confidence  of  the  Pruflian 
monarch,  indicated  a  treaty  of  very  different  import  and  far 
higher  moment.    Field-marfhal  Mullendorf  fuccecded  to 
the  duke  of  Brunfwic  in  the  command  of  the  PrufTian  army  » 
and  an  intimation  to  the  prince  of  Cobourg  that  he  had  re- 
ceived orders  from  his  court  to  march  towards  Cologne  was 
followed,  on  flic  13th  of  March,  by  a  proclamation  ad- 
drefled to  the  German  empire,  announcing  his  Pruflian 
majefty's  actual  feceflion  from  the  grand  confederacy.  His 
majefty  ftated  the  incredible  efforts  he  had  made  to  oppofe 
this  ^////^-unconquerable  enemy  5  that  he  had  made  every 
pofliblc  facrifiec  to  the  common  caufe  which  the  natural 
£rCngth  of  Pruflia  would  permit  $  and  that  he  is  able  no 

longer 
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longer  to  take  an  active  part,  from  his  own  means,  without 
ruining  his  own  dominions,  and  entirely  exhaufting  the 
property  of  his  fubjefts.  He  concludes,  therefore,  with 
declaring  his  refolution  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  the 
protection  of  the  empire,  and  to  order  them  inftantly  to 
return  to  his  own  dominions. 

The  Britifh  minifter,  whom  it  was  well  Jcnown  that  his 
Pruflian  majefty  regarded  as  no  ftatefman,  at  once  fell  into 
the  fnare,  and  that  famous  treaty  of  fubfidy  was  concluded, 
conformably  to  which  the  fum  of  near  two  millions  fterling 
was  to  be  paid  to  the  court  of  Berlin  for  the  fervice  of  au 
army  of  62,000  men,  to  be  commanded  by  an  officer  of  his 
Pruflian  majefty's  own  appointment.  Every  article  in  this 
treaty  betrayed  the  folly  and  incapacity  of  the  Brkifh  mir 
niftry ;  and  the  circumftance  alone  of  a  Pruflian  general 
being  placed  at  the  head  of  the  troops  was  fufficient  to  ren- 
der the  agreement  totally  inefficient.  The  wealth  of  Bri- 
tain was  exhaufted  to  purchafe  the  aid  of,  at  beft,  a  nor 
minal,  perhaps  a  treacherous,  ally — one  already  known  tp 
be  devoid  equally  of  honor  and  of  honefty. 

A  general  council  of  war  was  convened  in  the  month  of 
March  at  Ath,  when  the  projected  arrangements  of  the 
campaign,  on  the  part  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  were  brought 
forward  by  general  Haddick.  A  main  article  of  this  plan 
was,  that  general  Clairfait,  an  Auftrian  officer  of  great 
ability  and  experience,  mould  be  appointed  tp  the  command 
of  die  auxiliary  forces,  and  that  the  duke  of  York  mould 
act  under  his  orders— the  prince  of  Cobourg  continuing 
at  the  head  of  the  grand  Imperial  army.  This  his  royal 
highnefs  refufed  with  difdain  ;#  and,  after  much  time  loft 
in  conf tilting  the  two  courts,  a  compromife  was  at  length 
effected,  and  it  was  determined  that  the  emperor  himfelf 
mould  take  the  field  in  perfon,  and  that  in  him  fliould  be 

veiled 

•  Pufllbly  the  duke  of  York  had  never  heard  that  Peter  the  Great  fcrved 
as  1  private  fuldicr  in  hit  own  army ;  or  poflibly  his  ideas  of  greatnefs  mighi 
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vetted  the  fupreme  command.  On  the  9th  of  April  hi9 
Imperial  majcfty  arrived  at  Bruffels,  where  he  was  fo- 
lemnly  inaugurated  duke  of  Brabant.  Thence  he  proceeded 
to  Valenciennes,  where  his  prefence  diftufed  at  lead  the 
appearance  of  joy,  and,  on  the  16th,  the  whole  army  was 
reviewed  by  him  on  the  heights  above  Cateauv  On  the  fol- 
lowing day  they  marched  in  eight  columns  to  inveft  Lan- 
dreci.  The  French  aflembled  in  force  at  the  camp  of 
Caefar,  near  Cambray,  from  which  they  were,  on  the  23d, 
driven  by  general  Otto  ;  but  on  the  very  next  day  a  general 
affault  took  place  upon  the  different  pods  of  the  allies  in  this 
quarter  on  the  part  of  the  French,  now  under  the  command 
of  general  Pichegru,  in  confequence  of  a  pre-concerted 
plan,  which  embraced  the  whole  line  of  frontier  from 
Treves  to  the  fea.  They  were  for  the  moil  part  repulfed  » 
but  the  poll  of  Moncron,  where  general  Clairfait  com- 
manded, was  attacked  with  far  fuperior  force  by  Pichegru* 
in  perfon,  and  carried,  after  a  brave  refiftance.  In  confe- 
quence of  this  fuccefs  Courtray  and  Menin  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  republicans.  In  return,  the  fortrefs  of  Lan- 
dreci,  which  had  repelled  the  utmoft  efforts  of  prince 
Eugene  in  1 7 1 3,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  prince  of  Co- 
bourg,  after  a  fiegc  of  no  long  duration, 

A  variety  of  fevere  but  indecifive  conflicts  took  place  in 
the  courfe  of  the  next  two  months,  intercfting  only  to> 
readers  of  military  hiftory.  About  the  middle  of  June* 
the  French  under  general  Jourdain,  who  commanded  on 
the  fide  of  the  Mofelle,  paffed  the  Sambre,  and  laid  fiege 
to  the  town  of  Charleroi.  The  danger  to  which  this  im- 
portant place,  and  eventually  Bruflels  itfelf,  was  expofed, 
determined  the  prince  of  Cobourg  to  make  one  grand  effort 
for  its  relief.  On  the  21ft  he  reached  Ath,  and  on  the 
24th  effected  a  junction  with  the  hereditary  prince  of 
Orange  and  general  Beaulieu,  who  commanded  in  that 
quarter.  The  main  body  of  the  French  army,  under  ge- 
neral Jourdain,  was  ftrongly  polled  at  this  time  in  the  vi- 
cinity 
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cinity  of  Fleurus,  a  place  already  famous  in  the  annals  of 
war,  to  cover  the  fiege  of  Charleroi,  on  whom,  upon  the 
morning  of  the  26th,  the  prince  of  Cobourg  hazarded  a 
general  attack.  The  battle  continued  with  unabating  fury 
till  near  the  clofe  of  the  day,  by  which  time  the  allied  army 
was  defeated  in  every  part,  and  forced  with  immenfe  lofs 
to  retreat  to  Halle,  thirty  miles  from  the  fcene  of  action. 
This  was  a  great  and  decifive  victory.  Charleroi  and 
BruflTels  fell,  without  further  refiftance,  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy. 

General  Clairfait  was  equally  unfortunate  on  the  oppo- 
fite  fide.  Ypres,  the  key  of  Weftern  Flanders,  was  bc- 
fieged  by  50,000  men,  commanded  by  general  Moreau, 
After  a  feries  of  engagements,  in  which  the  French  were 
almoft  uniformly  victorious,  the  Auftrians  were  compelled 
to  fall  back  upon  Ghent,  and  Ypres  furrendered  on  the 
17th  of  June.  The  emperor,  with  his  military  favorite 
colonel  Mack,  now  in  utter  defpair  of  fuccefs,  left  thearmy> 
after  having  in  vain  ifTued  proclamation  after  proclamation, 
calling  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  Low  Countries  to  rife  in 
a  mafs  in  order  to  repel  the  invaders. 

During  this  time  the  duke  of  York  enjoyed  the  honor  of 
a  feparate  command  at  Tournay,  a  pofition  which  recent 
events  made  wholly  untenable  :  it  was  therefore  evacuated, 
the  duke  with  his  army  retreating  in  the  direction  of  Ant- 
werp. What  fcrvice  was  rendered  to  the  common  caufe  by 
the  Britifh  troops  while  Rationed  at  Tournay  does  not 
clearly  appear  ;  at  Fleurus  they  might  perhaps  have  chang- 
ed the  fortune  of  the  day. 

No  fooncr  was  the  fate  of  the  Netherlands  thus  decided, 
than  lojrd  Moira  arrived  from  England  with  a  reinforcement 
of  1 0,000  men  at  Oftcnd,  the  gallant  remains  of  that  army, 
wafted  by  long  confinement  on  board  the  tranfports  by  fick- 
nefs  and  chagrin,  Vv-hiehwas  deflined  to  re-eftablifh  royalty 
in  Brittany.  This  able  officer  found  his  fituation  very  cri- 
tical, the  French  being  in  pofleiTion  of  die  country  on  all 
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fides  of  him.  It  was  deemed  neceflary  immediately  to  eva<- 
cuate  the  town,  and  endeavour  to  force  his  way,  without 
tents  or  baggage,  through  the  enemy,  to  join  the  army  of 
the  allies,  which,  by  great  and  fkilful  exertion,  he  accom- 
plifhed  on  the  8th  of  July :  'the  ftiipping  in  the  harbour, 
amounting  to  150  fail,  with  the  ammunition,  (lores,  &c. 
on  board,  took  their  departure  for  Fluflring.  Thus  Oftend* 
and  nearly  at  the  fame  time  Tournay  and  Ghent,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  French. 

In  the  different  and  partial  engagements  which  had 
taken  place  between  general  Pichegru  and  the  prince  of 
Cobourg  Once  the  fatal  battle  of  Fleurus,  the  former  had 
greatly  the  advantage.  Mons,  Oudenarde,  and  Nieuport^ 
places  widely  diftant,  and  foon  after  Mechlin,  furrendered 
to  the  republican  arms.  Antwerp  itfelf  was  no  longer 
confidered  as  a  fafe  retreat*  In  this  exigency  the  fladtholder 
fblicited  the  States-General  to  make  an  extraordinary  levy 
throughout  the  provinces,  but  without  effect.  Difaffeclion* 
diftruft,  or  at  bed  apathy,  every  where  prevailed,  and  a 
fpeedy  revolution  in  the  government  was  to  be  appre- 
hended- 

About  the  middle  of  July  general  Klebcr  took  pofleflion 
of  Louvain,  after  defeating  general  ClairCait,  who  had  pof- 
feflion  of  the  famous  camp  of  the  Montagne-de-Fer.  The 
lad  hope  of  the  allies,  that  of  forming  a  line  of  defence 
from  Antwerp  to  Namur,  was  relinquifhed — Namur  being 
on  the  night  of  the  16th  abandoned  by  general  Beaulieu  j 
and  on  the  24th  the  French  took  quiet!  pofleflion  of  Ant- 
werp, the  allies  having  previoufly  fet  fire  to  the  immenfe 
magazines  deposited  there.    Great  quantities  of  (lores  and 
ammunition  neverthelefs  in  different  parts  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.    Sluys.  made  a  brave  refiftance,  but 
furrendered  after  a  fiege  of  fix  weeks,  the  garrifon,  by  a 
novelty  in  this  (Irange  campaign,  marching  out  with  the 
honors  of  war.    The  (Irong  towns  dill  occupied  by  the 
allies  on  the  French  territory,  Landreci,  Quefnoy,  Conde,. 

and 
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and  Valenciennes,  being  now  completely  infulated,  fuc- 
ceilively  reverted  to  their  former  pofleflbrs. 

The  army  under  the  duke  of  York  was,  at  the  beginning 
of  Auguft,  ftationed  at  Breda,  whence,  at  the  latter  end 
of  the  month,  they  retreated  towards  Bois-le-Duc.  But 
the  French  forces  now  re-collcc~ted  under  general  Pichcgru 
advancing  rapidly,  to  the  number  of  80,000  men,  early  in 
September,  towards  this  place,  the  duke  on  the  16th 
crofled  the  Maefe,  and  took  a  frefli  pofition  near  Grave* 
and  at  the  beginning  of  October  he  encamped  under  the 
walls  of  Nimeguen.  At  the  latter  end  of  the  month  his 
royal  highnefs  pa  (Ted  the  Waal,  leaving  general  Walmoden 
with  a  corps  to  cover  the  town  of  Nimeguen,  which  wa9 
evacuated  in  great  confufion,  and  with  much  lofs,  on  the 
7th  of  November.  Boi9-le-Duc,  Breda,  and,  after  a  re- 
finance worthy  of  the  beft  days  of  the  republic,  Grave, 
were  fucceflively  reduced.  Scarcely  could  the  allies  now 
(land  any  where  even  upon  the  defenfive,  much  lefs  form 
any  rational  or  fcafible  plan  for  recovering  their  ftupendous 
lodes. 

During  the  operations  of  general  Pichegru  in  Dutch 
Flanders,  the  Auftrian  general  La  Tour  was  totally  de- 
feated by  general  Jourdain  near  Liege,  which  city,  as 
like  wife  Aix-la-Chapelle  and  Juliers,  were  occupied  by  tht 
French.  That  able  commander,  the  prince  of  Cobourg, 
was  at  this  period,  in  confequence,  as  believed,  of  tht 
prefling  inftances  of  the  court  of  London,  whofe  projects 
military  and  civil  he  held  in  avowed  contempt,  diftnifled 
fuddenly  from  his  high  and  painful  pre-eminence  :  and  his 
fucceflbr,  general  Clairfait,  after  the  moft  gallant  efforts, 
was  compelled  early  in  October  to  repafs  the  Rhine  at  Co- 
logne. The  French  purfued  the  Imperial  troops  to  the  very 
margin  of  the  river  and  as  the  rear  of  the  Aultrian  army 
embarked,  they  were  infultingly  afked,  if  that  was  the  road 
to  Paris  ? 
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At  the  latter  end  of  September  the  fiege  of  Macftricht 
was  formally  commenced,  and  lafted  to  the  beginning  of 
November,  during  which  interval  the  attack  and  defence 
were  conducted  with  heroic  bravery.     The  atmofphevc 
fcemed  filled  with  balls,  bombs,  and  (hells,  and  icarecly 
was  a  place  of  fcfety  left  in  the  whole  circuit  of  the  city. 
Two  thoufand  buildings,  public  and  private, -were  faid  to 
be  deftroyed,  and  a  general  ftorm  was  intended  on  the  4th 
of  November,  when  the  governor,  moved  by  the  fituation 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  entreaties  of  die  magUlrates, 
confented  to  articles  of  capitulation  with  general  Klebcr, 
who  entered  the  place  on  that  fame  day. 

After  this  conqueft  the  French  armies  enjoyed  fome 
weeks  of  comparative  repofe ;  but  general  Pichcgru  had 
(till  greater  defigns  in  contemplation,  and  only  waited  fcr 
the  advantage  of  the  froft,  which  fct  in  with  unufual  rigor 
about  the  middle  of  December.    In  the  courfe  of  a  week 
the  Macfe  and  the  Waal  were  frozen  over,  and  on  the  27th 
a  ftrong  column  of  French  croffed  the  former  of  thofe  rivers, 
while  another  corps  made  themfelves  matters  of  the  Bom- 
mel.    But  the  French  general  did  not  make  his  grand 
movement  till  the  10th  of  January,  1795,  when  the  main 
body  of  his- forces  eroded  the  Waal  at  different  points, 
and  made  a  general  attack  upon  the  lines  of  the  allies,  ex* 
tending  between  Nimeguen  and  Arnheim,  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Walmoden, — the  duke  of  York  having 
by  this  time  prudently  returned  to  England.    The  allies 
were  defeated  in  every  quarter.    A  precipitate  retreat  was 
ordered  towards  Amersfort  and  Deventer.    In  this  retreat, 
which  differed  little  from  a  flight,  the  wretched  fugitives 
were  expofed  to  every  fpecics  o£  diitrefs  which  it  is  poflible 
for  human  nature  to  fufFer.   From  the  want  of  common  ne- 
cefTaries  in  the  aUied  army,  a  dreadful  ficknefs  and  mortality 
prevailed,  and  the  harafled  and  difpirited  troops,  expofed  to 
the  intenfe  feverity  of  the  weather,  the  drifting  fnow,  and 
Voj..  in,  1  heavy 

»  — 

Digitized  by  Google 


ii4  GEORGE  III. 

heavy  falls  of  fleet  and  rain,  almoft  without  clothing,  fre- 
quently without  fuftenance,  without  medicines,  without 
tents,  littered  down  in  cold  and  damp  churches  and  other 
public  buildings,  expired  daily  and  nightly  by  hundreds, 
the  compaflionable  victims  of  a  fatal  and  unparalleled  dc- 
lufion. 

This  laft  retreat  was  equivalent  to  a  formal  furrender  of 
Holland  into  the  hands  of  the  French  In  vain  had  the 
fladtholder  endeavoured  by  manifeftoes  and  proclamations 
to  induce  the  Dutch  nation  to  rife  in  a  mafs  for  the  defence 
of  their  country.  He  who  had  long  been  the  object  of 
their  hatred  now  became  no  lefs  lo  of  their  contempt. 
Utrecht,  Rotterdam,  and  Dort,  furrendered  to  the  French 
without  refiftance  j  and  the  ftadtholder,  with  his  family, 
not  without  difficulty,  and  attended  by  all  the  marks  of 
popular  refentment  during  his  lhort  abode  at  the  Hague, 
made  his  efcape  in  an  open  boat  from  Schcveling  on  the 
19th  of  January  On  the  fucceeding  day  general  Pichegru, 
who  had  conducted  himfelf  with  uniform  mildnefs  and  mo- 
deration, made  his  public  entry  into  Amlterdam  ;  and,  by 
order  of  the  States-General,  every  other  fortrefs  in  the  re- 
public opened  its  gates  to  the  French.  On  the  27  th  of 
January  the  provifional  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of 
Holland  aflembled,  and  a  decree  immediately  pafled  for  the 
total  abolition  of  the  (ladtholderate,  and  the  eftabli  foment, 
under  the  protection  of  the  republic  of  France,  of  a  new 
provifional  government  for  the  United  Provinces.-— Such 
was  the  termination  of  this  cver-niemoublc  campaign, 
conceived  on  the  part  of  the  Britim  miniftry  in  the  fpirit  o£ 
madnefs,  and  conduced  in  that  of  the  raoft  complete  imbe- 
cility. 

The  events  of  the  war  111  which  the  Auftrians  and  the 
auxiliary  army  of  Pruflians  on  the  fide  of  the  Mofelle  were 
engaged,  during  thefe  tran factions  in  the  Low  Countries, 
arc  of  little  comparative  moment. 
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At  the  latter  end  of  May,  the  Pruffian  general  Mullen- 
dorf,  who  was  obliged  to  make  fome  flighi  (how  of  co- 
operation, furprifed  the  French  in  their  entrenchments.at 
Keyferflautcrn,  and  defeated  them  with  confiderable  lofs. 
In  the  month  of  July  the  French  in  their  turn,  under  the 
brave  general  Defaix,  attacked  the  Pruffians,  and  carried, 
amid  a  terrible  fire,  the  important  pofts  occupied  by  prince 
Hohenloe  on  the  Platoberg,  a  high  mountain  in  the  terri- 
tory of  Deux-Porits.  In  a  few  days  they  repeated  their  at- 
.  tack  upon  the  whole  chain  of  pofts  from  Neuftadt  to  the 
Rhine  with  fplendid  fuccefs,  and  both  Auftrians  and  Pruffi- 
ans were  obliged  to  retreat  with  the  greateft  precipitation. 
The  Imperial  army  re-crofled  the  Rhine,  and  the  Pruffians 
retired  towards  GunteTfbloom  and  Mentz.  The  recent  ac- 
quifition  of  Keyferflautern  was  abandoned  to  the  republi- 
cans, who  again  occupied  the  cities  of  Worms,  Spire,  and 
Treves  :  and  this  was  the  whole  equivalent  received  from 
the  king  of  Pruffia  in  return  for  the  enormous  fubfidy  of 
two  millions  granted  by  the  Britifh  parliament  tp  that  felfifli, 
crafty,  and  unprincipled  monarch. 

On  the  fide  of  Spain  and  Italy  alfo  the  armies  of  the  re* 
public  were  eminently  fuccefsful  In  the  beginning  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1 794,  a  battle  was  fought  near  St.  jean  de  Luz,  in 
which  the  French  were  conquerors.  In  the  month  of  May 
another  victory  was  gained  near  Ceret  $  and  foon  afterwards 
a  third,  of  far  more  importance  than  the  former  two,  over 
the  principal  Spanifli  army  pofted  in  the  vicinity  of  Col- 
liourc,  by  general  Dugommicr,  the  whole  of  the  baggage 
and  artilieTy  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  A  co- 
lumn was  ordered  by  the  Convention  to  be  erected  in  me- 
mory of  this  exploit.  The  cities  of  Urgel,  St.  Elmo,  and 
Bellegarde,  furrendered  to  the  armies  of  France,  conducted 
by  the  heroic  Dugommier.  The  Spaniards  aMb,  under 
their  general,  the  count  de  PUnion,  fought  with  great  bra- 
very, but  were  overpowered  by  fuperior  (kill  and  numbers. 
Soon  after  the  capture  of  Bellegarde,  general  Dugommier 
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obtained  another  fignal  victory,  but  was,  at  the  clefs  of  it, 
unfortunately  killed  by  the  burfting  of  a  (hell.  His  death 
was  avenged  in  a  fhort  time  by  the  defeat  and  death  of  his 
gallant  opponent,  the  count  dc  TUnion.  On  the  weilera 
fide  great  advantages  were  gained  by  general  Moncey,  and 
the  towns  of  Fontarabia  and  St.  Sebaftian  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  French,  and  a  deep  and  dangerous  im predion  was 
made  upon  the  whole  extent  of  the  Pyrencan  frontier. 

In  Italy,  to  ufe  the  inflated  ftyle  of  M.  Barrerc,  in  his 
report  to  the  Convention,  victory  was  alfo  in  a  ftate  of  per- 
manence. The  Piedmontefe  had,  at  the  command  of  the 
Sardinian  monarch,  rifen  in  a  mafs ;  but,  being  deftitute 
of  the  enthufiafm  of  liberty,  they  conilituted  a  body  with- 
out a  foul.  The  French  forced  the  famous  pafs  of  Mount 
Cenis,  took  poflefhon  of  the  city  and  territory  of  Onegliaj 
and  made  themfelves  matters  of  a  great  part  of  the  open 
country  of  Piedmont. 

It  is  now  time  to  avert  our  eyes  from  fcenes  of  difafter 
and  difgrace,  and  to  take  a  concife  view  of  the  naval  war, 
in  which  England  maintained  in  all  parts  of  the  world  her 
great  and  wonted  fuperiority.  A  very  formidable  arma- 
ment, deftined  to  acl  in  the  Weft  Indies  under  the  com- 
mand of  two  mod  diftinguifhed  and  gallant  officers,  fir 
Charles  Grey  and  fir  John  Jervis,  rendezvoufed  early  in  the 
year  in  Carlifle-bay  at  Barbadoes,  whence  they  failed,  on 
the  3d  of  February,  to  the  attack  of  Martinico,  which  fur- 
lendered,  after  a  refolutc  refiftance  of  feven  weeks.  About 
the  fame  period  Cape  Tiburon,  and  fome  other  pofts  in 
St.  Domingo,  were  reduced  to  fubmiflion  by  colonel  Wlut- 
lock  and  commodore  Ford,  fJo  fooncr  was  the  reduction 
of  Martinico  effected  than  the  troops  were  rc-embarked, 
and  landed  on  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  which  capitulated  on 
the  4th  of  April ;  and  upon  the  1 1  th  of  the  fame  month  the 
fleet  and  army  arrived  off  Guadaloupe,  which,  after  a  fhort 
but  brave  defence,  furrendered,  with  its  dependencies,  on 
the  20th.    After  thefe  glorious  fuccefles  fir  Charles  Grey 
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returned  to  Martinico,  leaving  general  Dundas,  brother  to 
the  minifter,  an  officer  of  diftinguiftied  merit,  to  command 
at  Guadaloupe.  The  fequel  of  the  hiftory  of  this  expedi- 
tion is  lefs  flattering.  General  Dundas  died  of  the  fever 
incident  to  the  climate  at  Guadaloupe,  after  a  few  days 
illnsfs,  early  in  June.  This  great  lofs  was  followed  by  _ 
other  difaftrous  circumftances.  A  French  fquadron  off 
the  ifland,  June  the  5th,  from  which  a  body  of  troops 
landing  under  the  command  of  the  celebrated  Victor 
Ilugu^s,  attacked  Fort  Fleur  d'Epee,  whicli  they  carried 
by  ftorm  •,  and  the  Englifh  retreated  with  confiderable  lofo 
to  Fort  Louis.  This  alfo  was  foon  evacuated  5  and  the 
troops,  fluttered  and  difheartened,  took  refuge  in  Baffe- 
terre.  Sir  Charles  Grey,  on  the  firft  intelligence  of  this 
attempt,  failed  from  St.  Kitt's  with  all  the  force  he  could 
collect,  and,  landing  on  the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe  on  the 
19th  of  June,  he  made  an  attempt,  July  2,  on  the  poft  of 
Point-a-Petrc  ;  but  fortune,  upon  this  occafion,  was  not 
propitious,  and  the  general  was,  after  great  efforts  of  va- 
lor, repulfed,  with  the  lofs  of  600  men.  After  this  the 
forces  were  re-embarked;  and  Bafle-terre,  after  a  long 
and  vigorous  refiftance,  with  the  whole  ifland  and  its  de- 
pendencies,  again  reverted  to  France. 

The  progrefs  of  the  Englifh  arms  in  the  Mediterranean, 
fubfequcnt  to  the  evacuation  of  Toulon,  was  alfo  flatter- 
ing. Early  in  the  month  of  February,  1 794,  lord  Hood 
proceeded  for  Corfica,  which  was  in  a  ftate  of  revolt  againft 
the  Convention,  the  infurgents  being  excited  to  this  refin- 
ance by  the  Englifh  influence,  under  the  conduct  of  their 
ancient  and  popular  chief,  Pafchal  Paoli,  who  had  been 
fome  years  fince  reftored  to  his  country  with  honor  by  the 
Conftituent  Affembly.  Mortella,  Tornelli,  and  St.  Fio- 
renza,  being  fucceflivcly  furrendered  or  evacuated,  the 
Corficans  who  adhered  to  the  French  intereft  retreated  to 
Baftia,  which  held  out  againft  the  united  efforts  of  the 
Anglo-Corficans  and  Engliih  till  the  24th  of  May,  when 
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it  capitulated  on  honourable  terms ;  and  the  whole  ifland, 
excepting  Calyi,  which  held  out  till  Auguft,  fubmitted  to 
the  Englifli.    This  appears  to  have  been  the  favourite  con- 
quer! of  the  war.    Letters  of  convocation  were  forthwith 
iflued  for  the  Aflembly  of  the  General  Confult  to  be  held 
at  Corte,  the  ancient  capital  of  Corfica,  on  Sunday  the  8th 
of  June,  1 794,  of  which  general  Paoli  was  elected  preG- 
dent.    The  representatives  of  the  Corfican  nation  immedi- 
ately voted  the  union  of  Corfica  with  the  Britifh  crown, 
and  a  conftitutional  act  was  framed  extremely  fimilar  td 
the  French  model  of  1791,  which  had  been  fo  lately 
branded  by  lord  Aukland,  ambaffador  at  the  Hague,  as  the 
work  of  mifcreants,  and  the  offspring  of  prefumption  and 
vanity.    Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  representative  of  his  Britannic 
majefty,  formally  accepted  this  a£t  on  his  part,  and  imme- 
diately aflumed  the  magnificent  title  of  Viceroy.   «  Our 
minds  have  been  prepared  by  Providence,"  faid  his  Ex- 
cellency, "  for  the  fate  which  awaited  us.    The  event  of 
this  happy  day  is  only  the  completion  of  wifties  we  had 
previoufly  formed.    To-day  our  hands  are  joined,  but  our 
hearts  have  long  been  united  *,  and  our  motto  mould  be— 
Amid  e  non  di  ventura" 

The  mod  remarkable  features  of  this  democratic  form 
of  monarchy,  which  gratuitoufly  granted  more  than  had 
even  been  aflced  by  the  mod  daring  reformers  of  Britain, 
were — the  eftabliftiment  of  the  right  of  univerfal  ^ufrrage — 
the  diflblution  of  the  legiflative  body  at  the  end  of  two 
years — no  fenate  orhoufe  of  nobles— municipalities  chofen 
by  the  people  in  every  pieve  or  diftridl  and,  laftly,  the 
unlimited  right  of  toleration  without  tefts  or  penal  law's. 

Far  from  admitting,  as  was  formerly  required  of  Ame- 
rica, the  unlimited  and  unconditional  power  of  the  Britifh 
legiflature  to  make  laws  for  Corfica  in  all  cafes  whatfoever, 
the  Conftitutional  Aft  merely  and  coldly  fays,  "  That  the 
parliament  of  Corfica  will  always  manifeft  its  readinefs  and 
deference  to  adopt  all  regulations,  confident  with  its  prefent 
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conftitution,  which  mall  be  ena&ed  by  his  majefty  in  his  par- 
liament of  Great  Britain  for  the  cxtenfion  and  advantage  of 
the  external  commerce  of  the  empire  and  its  dependencies 
which  conceflion  plainly  amounted  to  an  affirmation  of  the 
right  of  the  Corfican  parliament  to  reject  fuch  regulations 
as  fhould  not  appear  to  them  to  have  this  tendency.  Thj 
inherent  fovercignty  of  the  people  is  not  only  implied  in  the 
formation  of  this  conftitution,  by  a  national  convention 
"  DoiT-fil'd,"  as  the  preamble  of  the  aft  fays,  "  of  a  fpe- 
cific  authority  for  this  purpofe,"  but  exprefbly  rccognifed 
for  the  viceroy,  in  declaring  his  acceptance  of  it,  "  on 
the  part  of  the  fovereign  king  of  Corfica,  George  III. 
king  of  Great  Britain,"  fays,  "  If  his  majefty,  therefore, 
accepts  the  crown,  which  you  have  agreed  to  offer  him,  it  is 
becaufe  he  is  determined  to  protect,  and  never  to  enflave, 
thofe  from  whom  he  receives  it ;  and,  above  all,  becaufe  it 
is  given,  and  not  feized  upon  by  violence."  Upon  die 
whole,  according  to  the  ideas  which  Mr.  Burke  and  the 
other  virulent  declaimers  againft  the  French  conftitution 
and  the  mode  of  its  eftablifhment  had  fo  long  laboured  to 
inculcate,  this  was  a  moll  Jacobinical  tranfactiori  in  all  its 
relations.  But  men  of  a  different  ftamp  faw  in  it  a  noble, 
though  unintentional,  acknowledgment  on  the  part  of  the 
Britifti  government  that  the  principles  on  which  the  French 
revolution  was  originally  founded  were  perfectly  juft  ;  and 
that  all  the  dreadful  evils  confequent  upon  it  arofe  not  from 
the  principles  themfelves,  but  from  the  oppofition  made  to 
their  eftablimmcnt.  By  this  tranfaccion  another  crown, 
fuch  as  it  was,  devolved  upon  the  head  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain ;  but  the  advantage  which  the  people  of  Britain 
were  to  reap  from  this  fort  of  political  connection  with 
Corfica  never  having  been  explained,  mud  for  ever  remain 
amon^ft  the  deep  and  ihfcriii.ible  arcana  of  government. 

In  the  month  of  May,  the  Brefc  fleet,  amounting  to 
twenty-fix  fail  of  the  line,  under  the  command  of  admiral 
Villaret,  anxious  for  the  fate  of  a  large  convoy  from 'Ame- 
rica 
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rica,  ventured  to  put  to  fea,  though  it  was  known  that  lord 
Howe,  the  Britim  admiral,  with  a  force  equal,  or  fuperior, 
was  cruizing  off  the  harbour  to  intercept  it.  Early  on  the 
?.8th  the  fleets  came  in  view;  and,  after  fome  diftant  fir- 
ings, the  Englifli  admiral,  having  by  his  mafterly  ma- 
noeuvres at  length  gained  the  weather-gage  of  die  enemy, 
bore  down  upon  them  with  full  fail  on  the  ift  of  June.  A 
clofe  and  defperate  engagement  enfued,  in  which  the  hoflilc 
fleets  exhibited  prodigies  of  valor.  Several  mips  on  both 
fides  were  difmafted ;  and  the  carnage,  particularly  on  the 
part  of  the  French,  was  dreadful.  Le  Vengeur,  of  feventy- 
four  guns,  went  down  during  the  action  ;  and  while  the 
lower-deck  ports  were  actually  under  water,  and  deftruc- 
tion  inevitable,  the  air  refounded  with  the  cry  of  Vive  la 
Republique  !  At  length  the  French  admiral,  finding  the 
contcft  too  unequal,  crowded  off,  and  was  followed  by  thofc 
of  his  (hips  in  a  condition  to  carry  fail.  Of  the  others,  fix  re- 
mained in  pofTeflion  of  the  Britifh  admiral,  and  were  brought 
fafe  into  Plymouth.  The  French  were  confoled  in  fome 
degree  for  this  humiliating  defeat  by  the  attainment  of  the 
objccl  for  which  they  rifked  the  engagement :  their  Ame- 
rican convoy,  amounting  to  160  fail,  valued  at  five  mil- 
lions fterling,  and  conveying  an  immenfe  quantity  of  pro- 
vifions  and  naval  (lores,  arrived  fafe  in  port  a  few  days  after 
the  engagement. 

During  this  fummer  wonderful  changes  took  place  in  the 
interior  ftatc  and  government  of  France.  No  fooner  had  the 
republican  party  in  1792  accompliflied  the  overthrow  of  the 
conftitution  than  they  became  themfelves  divided  into  two 
oppofite  and  inveterate  factions,  that  of  the  Gironde  and 
that  of  the  Mountain.  The  latter  had  no  fooner  enjoyed  a 
horrid  and  fanguinary  triumph  over  their  unfortunate  oppo- 
nents than  a  fecond  divifion  was  obferved  ;  and  the  conteft* 
equally  violent  with  the  former,  now  lay  between  the  Ja- 
cobins and  the  Cordeliers.  In  the  midft,  however,  of  fcenes 
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of  terror  and  of  death,  there  are  to  be  found  fome  inci- 
dents which  tend  to  foothe  and  foften  the  feelings  of  afflict- 
ed humanity.  On  the  3d  of  February,  1 794,  three  depu- 
ties from  the  ifland  of  St.  Domingo,  one  of  whom  was  a 
negro  and  the  others  gens-de-couleur,  were  received  by  the 
Convention  as  the  reprefentatives  of  the  colony.  On  the  fuc- 
cetding  day  one  of  the  deputies  gave  an  affecting  account  of 
the  troubles  of  this  ifland  j  and  they  had  no  fooner  concluded 
than  La  Croix  eagerly  moved  the  entire  abolition  of  flavcry 
within  the  dominions  of  France.  The  National  Conven- 
tion rofe  fpontaneoufly  to  decree  the  propofition,  and  the 
men  of  colour  were  all  adopted  into  the  number  of  French 
citizens.  Shortly  after  this  the  juftly-obnoxious  decree  of 
November,  1 792,  was  formally  repealed. 

At  the  head  of  the  faction  of  the  Cordeliers  were  He- 
bert,  Ronfin,  Anacharfis  Clootz,  ftyled  the  Apoftle  of 
Atheifm,  &c. — men  who,  to  conciliate  the  populace, 
adopted  the  wildeft  theories,  decried  all  religion,  preached 
equality  in  the  ab  fur  deft  extent,  and  recommended  publicly 
an  agrarian  law.  In  the  beginning  of  March  the  Table  o£ 
the  Rights  of  Man,  in  the  hall  of  the  Cordeliers,  was  co- 
vered with  a  black  crape  ;  and  Hcbert,  from  the  tribune  of 
the  fociety,  affirmed  that  tyranny  exifted  in  the  republic. 
This  was  fuflicient  to  aroufe  the  jealoufy  of  Robefpierre. 
On  the  25th  of  March,  thefe  men,  and  many  others  of 
the  fame  aflbciation,  were  arretted,  and  brought  be- 
fore the  Revolutionary  Tribunal,  and  of  courfe  condemn- 
ed to  the  guillotine.  Thefe  executions  were  followed 
by  thofe  of  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  Chabot,  Bazire,  Julien  of 
Touloufe,  Herault  Sechelles,  and  other  popular  deputies 
of  the  Convention,  on  pretence  of  engaging  in  counter- 
revolutionary projects.  But  what  excited  dill  more  amaze- 
ment in  the  public  was  the  arreft  of  Danton,  Philippeaux, 
and  Camille  Defmoulins,  &c.  on  the  31ft  of  March.  It  is 
remarkable  that  St.  Juft,  in  the  report  prefented  on  this 
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occafion,  makes  the  profcfllon  of  atheifm  a  principal  charge 
againft  Fabre  d'Eglantine.  On  the  2d  of  April,  thefe 
perfons,  and  many  others  their  pretended  accomplices,  fell 
under  the  fatal  axe  of  the  guillotine.  Danton  was  a  man 
of  great  parts,  and  feems  to  have  been  regarded  by  Robe- 
fpicrre  in  the  formidable  light  of  a  rival  for  power  and  fupc- 
riority,  which  was,  in  the  view  of  that  execrable  tyrant, 
the  mod  heinous  of  all  offences. 

At  this  preriod  it  was  decreed  by  the  Convention  that  the 
remains  of  the  famous  Jean  Jacques  Roufleau  mould  be  de- 
pofited  in  the  beautiful  church  of  St.  Genevieve,  new  liyled 
the  Pantheon.  The  prefident,  upon  this  occafion,  faid, 
w  That  illuftrious  patriot  had  left  excellent  leflbns  to  man- 
kind, to  love  liberty,  morality,  and  the  Divinity.  Thefe 
leflbns  will  for  ever  confound  thofe  falfe  philoiophers  who 
profefs  neither  to  believe  in  a  Providence  nor  in  a  Supreme 
Being — the  only  confolation  of  mankind  in  their  lall  mo- 
ments."— Religion  was  now  again  the  order  of  the  day  in 
the  National  Convention.  The  number  of  public  execu- 
tions, upon  the  mofl  frivolous  and  wanton  pretences,  ftill 
continued,  neverthelefs,  to  be  almoft  incredible.  M.  Pa- 
liflbt,  a  dramatic  author  who  had  many  years  before  written 
a  comedy  in  ridicule  of  Roufleau,  was  now  deftined  to  ex- 
piate this  offence  with  his  life.  He  wrote  to  the  munici- 
pality an  acknowledgment  of  his  error,  and  of  the  merits 
of  Roufleau  :  "  Yet,"  fald  he,  «  if  Roufleau  was  a  god, 
you  ought  not  to  facrifice  human  victims  to  him." — This 
ftriking  cx predion  produced  its  effed,  and  Paliflbt  was  re- 
leafed  from  his  imprifonment. 

In  the  month  of  May,  the  virtuous  princefs  Elizabeth, 
fitter  of  the  late  king,  and  his  faithful  companion  under 
misfortune,  was,  without  any  (hadow  of  pretext,  brought 
before  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal,  and,  after  a  few  vague 
and  infolent  interrogatories,  barbaroufly  condemned  to  the 
fentence  of  the  guillotine,  which  (he  fuffered  without  be- 
traying any  other  emotions  than  thofe  of  humble  and  pious 
refignation. 
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On  the  30th  of  this  month  Barrere  brought  forward  the 
infamous  decree  for  allowing  no  quarter  to  the  Englifh  or 
Hanoverian  troops ;  but  the  French  officers  and  foldiery 
unanimoufly  rcfufed  to  carry  this  abominable  mandate  into 
execution. 

No  fooner  had  Robefpicrre  reached  the  fummit  of  power 
than  the  bafis  on  which  it  flood  feemed  to  totter  under  him. 
On  the  iotli  of  June,  Bourdon  de  l'Oife,  a  member  of  the 
Conventional  Aflembly,  had  the  courage  to  demand  that 
the  decree  which  affirmed  the  inviolability  of  the  national 
representatives  mould  be  again  eftabliftied,  and  that  no 
member  mould  be  brought  before  the  Revolutionary  Tri- 
bunal but  in  confequence  of  a  decree  of  accufation  pafled 
by  the  Aflembly  itfelf,  inftcad  of  an  order  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  where  Robefpiexre,  and  the  vile  inftru- 
ments  of  his  horrible  tyranny,  Couthon  and  St.  Juft,  bore 
abfolute  fway.  This  was  carried  before  the  tyrant  could 
recover  from  his  furprife.  From  this  time  the  party  formed 
againft  him  rapidly  increafed,  and  even  his  celebrated  col- 
league, the  artful,  the  penetrating,  and  infidious  Barrere, 
took  a  fecret,  though  efficient,  part  in  plotting  his  over- 
throw. 

The  fufpicions  entertained  by  the  tyrant  of  his  danger 
appealed  from  the  fucceffive  fpeeches  which  he  pronounced 
at  the  Hall  of  the  Jacobins  at  this  period  ;  and  one  in  par- 
ticular, on  the  1 6th  of  July,  in  which  he  declared  that 
a  counter-revolutionary  committee  actually  exifted  in  the 
republic.  That  he  meditated  the  fpeedy  dcflru&ion  of  all 
thofe  whom  he  now  regarded  as  his  enemies  was  manifeft  ; 
and  it  wa9  rumored  that  he  meant  at  the  fame  time  openly 
to  aflume  the  office  of  Didator  of  the  Republic.  Whether 
he  was  aware  that  Barrere  was  of  the  number  of  his  adver- 
faries  is  doubtful.  That  extraordinary  man  made,  on  the 
23d  of  July,  a  fpeech  in  the  Convention,  well  calculated  to 
lull  him  into  falfe  fecuriry.  "  This  government,"  faid  he, 
«  is  odious  on  account  of  its  energy.    Let  me  conjure  the 
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Convention  not  to  fleep  on  its  victories,  but  to  flrike  terror 
amongft  the  confpirators."  On  the  25th  of  July,  Robef- 
picrre  made  an  oration  in  the  Convention,  in  which  he 
plainly  indicated  his  future  project.  "  What  a  terrible  ufe,"" 
faid  he,  "  have  our  enemies  made  of  a  word  which  at  Rome 
was  applied  only  to  a  public  function."  The  fpeech  was 
heard  with  fymptoms  of  contempt  *  many  things  in  it  con- 
tended ;  and  it  was  evident  that  his  influence  in  the  Con- 
vention was  loft.  This  was  the  critical  moment.  The 
armed  force  of  Paris,  under  Henriot,  was  ftill  at  his  de- 
votion j  but  his  refolution,  and  even  his  fagacity,  feemed 
to  fail  him  5  his  popularity  was  evidently  declining,  and 
the  applaufes  of  the  galleries  attended  the  fpeeches  of  his 
opponents,  who,  on  their  part,  perceived  that  they  had  al- 
ready gone  too  far  to  recede. 

In  the  fitting  of  the  9th  Thermidor  (July  27)  Billaud 
Varennes  complained  openly,  "  that  the  armed  force  of 
Paris  was  cntrufted  to  parricidal  hands.  Henriot/'  faid  he, 
«  was  denounced  as  the  accomplice  of  Hebert.    One  man 
alone  had  the  audacity  to  fupport  him.     Need  I  name 
him  ?— Robefpierre."  He  then  proceeded  to  recount  with 
energy  his  ads  of  blood  and  oppreflion  :  and  accufed  him, 
without  referve,  of  harbouring  an  infamous  defign  of  mak- 
ing himfelf  dictator.     "  In  order  to  effect  his  purpofe," 
faid  this  orator,  «  he  has  refolved  to  mutilate  the  Conven- 
tion, and  to  murder  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people."  Ro- 
befpierre here  darted  towards  the  tribune,  while  a  number 
of  voices  exclaimed  "  Down  with  the  tyrant !  Down  with 
the  tyrant !"  He  was  not  fufFered  to  fpeak  in  his  defence ; 
and  Tallien  rofe  "  to  congratulate  the  Convention  that  the 
veil  was  at  length  withdrawn,  and  the  real  confpirators  un- 
mafked.  Every  thing,"' faid  he,  "  announces  that  the  enemy 
of  the  nation  is  about  to  fall.    In  the  houfe  of  that  guilty 
man,  who  now  Hands  humbled  with  the  confeioufnefs  of 
detected  crimes,  and  overwhelmed  with  that  deteftation 

which 


- 


Digitized  by  Google 


GEORGE  III. 


which  his  infamous  defigns  againft  liberty  have  fo  juflly 
merited,  were  formed  thofe  lifts  of  profcriptions  which  have 
ftained  with  fo  much  blood  the  altars  of  riling  liberty. 
He  copied  the  example  of  the  deteftable  Sylla.    His  pro- 
fcriptions were  intended  only  to  prepare  the  way  for  his 
own  power  and  the  eftablifliment  of  a  perpetual  dictator- 
(liip — Was  it  to  fubjeefc  ourfelves  to  fo  abject  and  de- 
grading a  tyranny  that  we  brought  to  the  fcaffold  the  laft 
of  the  Capets,  that  we  declared  eternal  war  againft  kings, 
and  fwore  to  eftablifli  liberty  as  the  price  of  life  ?  No ! 
the  fpirit  of  liberty  has  not  funk  fo  low.    I  invoke  the 
(hade  of  the  virtuous  Brutus  ;  like  him  I  have  a  poniard 
to  rid  my  country  of  the  tyrant,  if  the  Convention  do  not ' 
deliver  him  to  the  fword  of  juftice.    Let  us,  republicans, 
accufe  him  with  the  courage  which  fprings  from  loyalty 
in  the  prefence  of  the  French  people :  and,  as  it  is  of  the 
utmoft  importance  that  the  chiefs  of  the  armed  force  do 
no  mifchief,  I  move  that  Henriot  and  all  his  ftaff  be  arrefted. 
I  move  that  our  fittings  be  permanent  until  the  fword  of 
the  law  has  fecured  to  us  this  revolution.    I  alfo  move  that 
Robespierre  and  his  creatures  be  immediately  arrefted." 
Thefe  motions  were  pafled  amid  tumults  of  applaufe. — 
Barrens  was  now  called  upon  to  fpeak  in  the  name  of  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety ;  and  after  propofing  that  the 
national  guard  refume  its  original  organization,  and  that 
the  mayor  of  Paris  be  refponfible  for  the  fafety  of  the  na- 
tional reprcfentation,  he  joined  without  referve  in  the  in- 
vectives againft  the  fallen  tyrant,  who  has  had  the  art,  faid 
he,  of  wearing  fo  many  different  mafks  5  and,  when  he 
had  no  longer  occafion  for  his  creatures,  hy  made  no  fcruple 
to  fend  them  to  the  guillotine,  as  Camille  Defmoulios, 
Bazire,  Chabot,  and  others. — Robefpierre,  loft  in  amaze- 
ment and  confternation,  fubmitted  without  farther  refift- 
ancc  to  the  decree  of  the  Convention,  and  was  guarded 
by  the  proper  officers  to  the  prifon  of  the  Luxembourg  ; 
the  governor  of  which,  being  one  of  his  creatures,  refufed 
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to  receive  him  ;  upon  which  he  was  conducted  to  the 
ilotel-de-Ville. 

In  the  mean  time  Henriot  had  found  means  to  efcapc, 
and,  with  the  a&ivity  infpired  by  defperation,  rallied  his 
adherents.    Dividing  his  forces  into  three  bodies,  he  at- 
tempted at  once  to  attack  the  Hotel-de-Vilie,  die  Commit- 
tee of  Public  Safety,  and  the  Convention.    The  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people  fhewed  in  this  moment  of  danger 
much  courage  and  prefence  of  mind.    No  fooner  were 
they  apprized  of  the  Mate  of  things  than  they  declared 
Robcfpierre  and  his  accomplices  outlaws  and  traitors. 
Barras  was  appointed  commander-in-chief :  and  a  procla- 
mation was  ifliied,  exhorting  the  people  to  aflbrt  their 
liberty  and  defend  the  National  Convention.    In  confe- 
rence of  thefe  meafurcs  the  troops  of  Henriot  almoft  uni- 
verfally  abandoned  him ;  and  he  himfelf,  with  the  re- 
mainder, took  pofleffion  of  the  Hotel-de-Villc.    Here,  at 
two  hours  after  midnight,  they  were  vigoroufly  a  (faulted 
by  a  determined  party  of  the  conventional  guard,  headed 
by  Bourdon  de  l'Oife  and  other  commiflioncrs  of  the  Con- 
vention, who  ruflied  boldly  forward  into  the  hall  of  the 
commune.    The  infurgents,  after  a  fliort  and  fruitlefs  re- 
finance, attempted  in  the  laft  agonies  of  their  defpair  to 
turn  their  arms  againft  themfelvcs.    Robcfpierre,  already 
wounded  in  the  fide  by  a  fabre,  discharged  a  piftol  in  his 
month  with  no  other  effect  than  to  matter  and  disfigure  his 
countenance.    Le  Bas  (hot  himfelf  dead  upon  the  fpot,  and 
Couthon  ftabbed  himfelf  with  a  poinard.    Henriot,  while 
haranguing  the  populace  from  an  upper  window,  was 
thrown  down  by^  their  defire,  and  mockingly  wounded  by 
the  violence  of  the  fall.    Robcfpierre  and  the  reft  of  the 
criminals  outlawed  by  the  Convention  were  immediately 
-conveyed  to  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal,  merely  for  the 
purpofe  of  identifying  their  perfons,  and  then  re-conveyed 
to  the  Palace  of  Juftice,  and  that  very  evening,  to  the 
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number  of  twenty-one,  executed  in  the  Place  de  1a  Revo- 
lution, amid  the  loudeft  and  moft  univerfal  acclamations 
of  joy  ever  remembered.  The  eyes  of  the  fpe&ators  were 
chiefly  fixed  upon  Robefpierre,  Couthon,  and  Henriot, 
who  exhibited  a  ghaftly  piclure  of  blood,  mingled  with 
duft,  and  covered  with  wounds.  Robefpieire  was  exe- 
cuted laft,  but  remained  on  the  fcafFold  wholly  fpeechlefs, 
and  petrified  with  horror. 

Such  was  the  merited  doom  of  a  tyrant,  deftined,  by 
univerfal  confent,  to  be  ranked  in  the  black  catalogue  of 
the  Neros,  the  Catalines,  and  the  Borgias,  whofe  names 
are  held  up  from  age  to  age  to  the  eternal  execration  of 

« 

mankind.    Immediately  after  this  great  and  happy  event 
a  very  general  alteration  and  melioration  took  place  in  the 
different  branches  of  the  provifional  government  of  France. 
The  Jacobinc  Club  was  entirely  abolifhed,  and  the  remains 
of  the  Gironde  party,  excluded  and  profcribed  from  the 
month  of  May,  1793,  to  the  number  of  feventy-one,  were 
now  reftored  to  their  feats  in  the  Convention.  Dumas, 
prefident  of  the  horrid  Revolutionary  Tribunal,  Fouquier 
Tinville,  the  public  accufcr,  Carrier,  conventional  com- 
miflioner  in  La  Vendee,  and  various  others  of  the  fame 
defcription,  loft  their  lives  moft  defervedly  on  the  public 
fcafFold.    At  the  fame  time  hundreds  were  rclcafed  from 
the  different  ftate  prifons,  who,  but  for  the  late  revolution, 
would  probably  have  fallen  vicVims  to  the  Robefpierrian 
tyranny  %  and  the  infamous  decree  of  the  Convention,  for 
rcfufing  quarter  to  the  Englifh  and  Hanoverian  foldjery, 
was  formerly  refcinded.    The  infurgents  of  the  depart-, 
ments  of  La  Vendee  and  La  Loire  had  never  been  com- 
pletely fubdued,  and  thoufands  were  flill  fheltered  in  the 
natural  recefTes  of  that  romantic  country  under  their  leaders 
Charette  and  Stofflet.    A  general  amnefty,  however,  being 
now  publifhed,  they  almoft  univerfally  laid  down  their  arms, 
and  fubmitted  to  the  authority  of  the  Convention.    But  it 
deferves  remark,  that,  during  the  naoft  critical  periods  of 
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this  unparalleled  revolution,  amid  internal  contention  and 
convulfion,  the  Gallic  like  the  Roman  republic  rofe  victo- 
rious over  the  world  5  and  fince  the  fubverfion  of  the  an- 
tient  monarchy,  the  fpirit  of  atheifm  and  anarchy  had  uni- 
formly triumphed  over  that  of  fuperftition  and  defpotifm. 

The  miscellaneous  events  of  the  year  in  Britain  ft  ill  re- 
main to  be  related.   In  the  month  of  April  Mr.  Jay,  chief- 
juftice  of  the  United  States  of  America,  arrived  in  I>on- 
don,  as  miniftcr  plenipotentiary,  to  adjufl  the  exifting  dif- 
ferences between  that  republic  and  the  Britifh  government. 
His  reception  was  at  the  firfl  cool  and  revolting  ;  but  in 
proportion  as  the  allied  armies  receded,  it  was  remarked 
that  the  negotiation  with  America  advanced.    The  general 
ftate  of  things  in  England  was  at  this  period  fo  truly  un- 
pleafant,  and  the  differences  which  prevailed  in  politics  un- 
der the  prefent  adminiftration  entered  fo  deeply  into  private 
and  focial  life,  and  were  fo  fubverfive  of  its  comforts,  that 
great  numbers  of  families  of  the  old  Whig  (lamp,  whofe 
anceftors  had  been  raoft  warmly  attached  to  the  principles 
of  the  revolution,  and  to  the  Hanoverian  fucceflion,  now 
fought  refuge  in  the  bofom  of  the  American  republic. 
Amongfl  other  emigrants  of  this  defcription  was  the  ce- 
lebrated Dr.  Prieftley,  who  had  been  driven  from  his  philo- 
fophical  retirement  in  the  centre  of  the  kingdom  by  the  mad 
outrages  of  a  barbarous  populace,  excited  and  encouraged 
by  pcrfons,  however  exalted  above  them  in  rank,  fcarcely 
lefs  barbarous  than  they.    A  Chatham,  a  Lanfdown,  or  a 
Fox,  would  have  paid  juft  reverence  to  the  virtues  and  ta- 
lents of  this  illuftrious  character ;  whofe  zeal,  as  a  theolo- 
gian, for  the  diffufion  of  his  peculiar  tenets,  was  both  na- 
tural and  laudable.    If  his  opinions  were  erroneous,  argu- 
ment might  be  oppofed  by  argument,  and  the  caufe  of  truth 
would  be  eventually  the  gainer.    But,  under  the  adminif- 
tration of  Mr.  Pitt,  bigotry  and  malignity  advanced  with  an 
accelerated  progrefs,  and  every  fpecies  of  improvement, 
moral,  intellectual,  or  political,  feemcd  gradually  to  be- 
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come  the  object  firft  of  cold  indifference  to  this  infidious 
ftatefman,  then  of  diflike,  and  at  length  of  fear,  of  hatred, 
and  of  horror.  «  Friends  of  the  miferable,"  fays  a  writer 
of  fenfibility  and  genius,*  "  you  who  prefented  Mr.  Pht 
with  your  confidence,  b.caufe  you  expected  he  would  re* 
alize  your  humane  wifhes,  refer  the  influence  this  man  has 
exerted  upon  his  age  to  the  (landard  of  your  feelings,  and  in 
his  actions  try  if  you  can  difcover  not  the  habit,  but  a  few 
cafual  failles  of  goodnefs."  When  fuch  a  man  bore  fway 
it  cannot  be  a  matter  of  wonder  that  the  perfecuted  and 
oppicfcd  mould  be  ardently  dzfirous  to  withdraw  far  be* 
yond  the  fphere  of  his  baljful  influence  ;  though  this  could 
not  in  the  nature  of  things  be  effected  without  making  great 
and  mournful  facrifices.  It  is  true  that  philofophy,  though 
it  cannot  and  ought  not  to  deftroy  the  finer  feelings  of 
human  nature, — nay,  though  it  adds  to  their  force  and  fer- 
vor, affords  confolations  in  adverfity,  which,  to  grofs  and 
vulgar  minds,  muft  remain  for  ever  unknown.  "  A  wife 
man,"  fays  a  celebrated  writer,  who  was,  at  the  time  he 
penned  thefe  beautiful  reflections,  an  exile  from  his  native 
land,  "  looks  upon  himfclf  as  a  citizen  of  the  world  ;  and 
when  you  aflc  him  where  his  country  lies,  points,  like  Anax- 
agoras,  with  his  finger  to  the  heavens. — Let  us  march 
therefore  intrepid  wherever  we  are  led  by  thecourfe  of  hu- 
man accidents.  On  what  coaft  fbever  we  are  thrown  by 
them  we  (hall  not  find  ourfelves  abfolute  ftrangers.  We 
mail  meet  with  beings  endowed  with  the  fame  fa-* 
culties,  and  fubject  to  the  fame  laws  of  nature  We  (hall 
fee  the  fame  virtues  and  vices  varied  in  a  thoufand  differ- 
ent modes.  We  (hall  feel  the  fame  revolution  of  the 
feafons,  and  the  fame  fun  and  moon  wiil  guide  the  courfe 
of  . the  year.  The  fame  azure  vault,  befpangled  with  (tars, 
will  be  fpread  over  our  heads  ;  and  whilit  our  minds  are 
Occupied  with  high  and  philofophical  contemplations,  it 
vol.  in.  k  imports 

•  u  Eflay  on  the  public  Writs  of  Mr.  Pht,"  by  Dr.  BtD»ot». 
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imports  us  little  what  ground  wc  may  happen  to  tread 
upon."*    BolingbrokeV  Letters  on  Hi/lory,  vol.  ii.  p»  246. 

The  perfons  who  in  the  month  of  May  had  been  com- 
mitted to  prifon,  on  the  charge  of  a  democratic  confpiracy 
to  overturn  the  government,  were  kept  in  cloie  confinement 
the  whole  of  the  fummer.  It  alfo  happened  that  two  men, 
Watt  and  Downk,  on  grounds  totally  different,  were 
brought  to  trial  in  Scotland  for  high-treafon  at  this  junc- 
ture \  and  this  incident  might  be  regarded  as  the  prologue 
to  the  fearful  and  bloody  tragedy  which  it  was  in  contem- 
plation of  the  adminiftration  to  perform  in  England ;  and 
their  conviction  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  a  powerful  ef- 
fect on  the  minds  of  the  Englilh  juries.  Watt  was  a  fpy 
employed  by  government,  of  a  character  infamoufly  pro- 
fligate ;  and  he  was  inftru&ed  to  enter  himfelf  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  popular  focieties,  in  order  to  dcteft  their  fecret 
machinations,  and  to  give  information  againft  them  when- 
ever 

*  The  language  and  fentimentt  of  the  bigots  who  pretend  to  candor  are 
well  drfcribed  by  the  celebrated  Wicland  in  hi*  Tra<5t  on  Liberty  of 
Reafoning.  "  We  wifh  not  to  tyrannize  over  conferences;  yon  are  ax  liberty 
to  believe  what  you  can,  only  get  out  from  among  us ;  lay  down  your 
office*,  give  up  your  incomes ;  quit  your  habitation* ;  forfake  your  country  ; 
renounce  your  whole  civil  exiftence*  Go  and  look  out  for  a  place  in 
the  fandy  wilds  of  Africa,  or  in  the  defohtcd  ifland*  of  the  Southern 
Ocean,  where  you  may  philofbphize  and  be  hungry  as  much  as  you 
plcafc." 

Although  the  general  reception  which  Dr.  Prieftley  met  with  In  America 
was  fuch  as  his  high  character  fo  juftly  merited,  he  foon  had  occafion  to  ice 
and  feel  that  bigotry  and  malevolence  were  not  confined  to  England.  In  a 
letter  from  Mr.  JefTcrfon,  dated  Jan.  18,  1800,  that  diftinguiihed  ftatefman 
and  patriot  thus  expreffes  himfelf  :  M  How  deeply,  have  I  been  chagrined  at 
the  perfecutions  which  fanaticifm  and  monarchy  have  excited  againft  you 
even  here.  I  regretted*  that  your  friend,  before  be  had  fixed  a  choice  of  po- 
rtion, did  not  vifit  the  valleys  on  each  fide  the  Blue  Ridge  in  Virginia.— 
You  would  have  found  there  equal  foil,  the  fined  climate  and  moft  healthy 
on  the  earth,  the  homage  of  univerfal  reverence  and  love,  and  the  power  of 
the  country  fpread  over  ybu  as  a IhieldV* 
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ever  called  upon.  It  appears  from  the  trial  that  he  deemed 
his  Cervices  not  fufBciently  rewarded  by  government,  and 
that  he  went  fo  far  beyond  his  coramiflion  as  to  propofe, 
in  all  appearance  fcrioufly,  treafonable  defigns, — fuch  as 
fcizing  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh,  the  public  bank,  and  the 
perfons  of  the  judges,  &c— to  fome  of  his  aflbciates,  who 
pofitively  rejected  to  adopt  any  meafures  for  the  attainment 
of  their  purpofes  "  which  might  difturb  the  public  peace, 
or  fhed  the  blood  of  their  countrymen."  This  informer, 
being  himfelf  informed  again  ft,  was  apprehended  and  tried 
for  this  offence ;  and  though  he  alleged  with  plaufibility 
that  he  had  fpoken  and  a&ed  with  no  other  view  than  to 
difcover  the  fecret  purpofes  of  thofe  whofe  conduit  he  was 
ordered  to  obferve,  the  proofs  againit  him  were  fuch  as  to 
induce  the  jury  to  return  without  hefitation  a  verdift  of 
guilty,  and  he  was  foon  after  executed  ; — this  government 
fpy  being  the  only  man  conv idled  and  punifhed  for  the  crime 
he  was  employed  to  detett.  The  fecond  delinquent,  Downie, 
was  a  weak  illiterate  mechanic,  who  had  been  foolifli  and 
culpable  enough  to  liften  in  ftupid  filence,  and  probably  afto- 
nifhment,  to  the  wild  fuggeitions  of  Watt,  without  any  ac- 
tive concurrence  whatever.  The  jury  found  him  alfo  guilty, 
although  the  offence  could  amount  to  no  more  than  mif- 
prifion  of  treafon ;  but  they  thought  proper  to  recommend 
him  to  mercy,  and  he  afterwards  received  a  pardon  from 
the  king. 

•  While  this  matter  (till  continued  to  agitate  in  fome  de- 
gree the  public  mind,  another  fubje&  of  alarm  arofe,  and 
a  dreadful  rumor  was  on  a  fudden  raifed  of  an  attempt  to 
aflafiinate  the  king.  The  perfons  implicated  in  this  charge 
were  one  I*c  Maitre,  apprentice  to  a  watchmaker  in  Den-  , 
niark-ftreet,  William  Higgins,  apprentice  to  a  chemift  ia 
Fleet-ftreet,  and  a  man  of  the  name  of  Smith,  who  kept  a 
book-ftall  in  the  vicinity  of  Lincoln' 3-inn.  Their  accufer 
was  one  Upton,  alfo  an  apprentice  or  journeyman  to  a 
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watchmaker.  The  confpirators  were  apprehended,  by  a 
warrant  from  the  duke  of  Portland,  on  the  27th  of  Sep- 
tember, and  underwent  feveral  examinations  before  the 
privy-council.  It  was  depofed  by  the  informer,  Upton,  that 
an  inftrument  was  to  have  been  cbnftru&ed  m  the  form  of 
a  walking-ftick,  in  which  was  to  have  been  inferted  abraf* 
tube,  through  which  a  poifoned  dart  was  to  have  been 
bfawn,  at  fome  convenient  opportunity,  by  the  villain  Le 
Maitre,  at  his  majefty  j  but  when  or  where  was  not  deter* 
mined  upon.  This  marvellous  ftory,  more  fit  for  the  Ara- 
bian Tales  than  ferious  hiftory,  feemed  for  a  time  to  be  cre- 
dited by  the  miniftry,  and  the  pcrfons  accufed  were  com- 
mitted for  trial ;  but,  after  a  long  and  fevere  imprifonment, 
the  evidence  again  ft  them  was  found  fo  inconfiftent,  ab- 
furd,  and  incredible,  that  the  whole  aflFair  fell  into  con- 
tempt, and  the  men  were,  without  any  trial,'  declared  in- 
nocent of  the  charge,  and  fet  at  liberty. 

Under  the  firft  impreflion  made  by  this  ridiculous  fable, 
the  fpecial  commiflion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer, 1  iflued  for 
the  trial  of  the  ftate  prifoners  confined  in  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
.  don  on  a  charge  of  high-treafon,  was  opened  at  the  Scf- 
fions-Houfe,  Clerkenwell,  by  the  prefident,  lord  chief- 
juflice  Eyre,  in  an  elaborate  charge  to-  the  grand  jury, 
which,  in  the  courfe  of  their  proceedings,  found  a  bill 
of  indictment  againft  Thomas  Hardy,  John  Thelwall, 
John  Home  Tookc,  and  ten  other  perfons, — John  Holcroft, 
one  of  the  number,  who,  by  concealment,  had  efcaped  the 
previous  taedium  of  confinement,  voluntarily  furrendering 
himfeJf  in  court  upon  the  occafion  5  and  on  the  25th  of  the 
fame  month  they  were  arraigned  before  the  Special  Com- 
miflion at  the  Old-Bailey.    The  members  of  the  jury  fworn 
to  try  the  general  iflue  of  this  memorable  caufc  were  not 
only  very  zealous  friends  of  the  government,  but  adhe- 
rents of  the  adminiftration,  and  mod  of  them  members  of 
the  loyal  aflbciations  in  and  near  London  ;  but,  through  the 
admirable  precautions  of  the  law,  they  were  alfo  men  im- 
partial, intelligent,  and  of  characters  highly  refpe&able. 
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The  indictment  was  of  uncommon  length,  and  contained 
no  lefs  than  nine  overt-afts  of  high-treafon,  all  refolvable 
into  the  general  charge,  that  thefe  perfons  did  confpire  to 
fummon  delegates  to  a  national  convention  with  a  new  to 
fubvert  the  government  of  the  country  and  to  levy  war 
againft  the  king. 

By  a  long-eftablifhed  conftruclion  of  law,  the  attempt 
to  levy  war  againft  the  government,  or,  in  other  words,  any 
confpiracy  againft  the  government,  is  no  lefs  high-treafon 
than  the  actual  levying  of  war,  which  is  declared  to  be  trca- 
fon  by  the  original  ftatutc  of  Edward  III.  becaufe  it  is,  by 
no  very  harm  interpretation,  prefumed  to  involve  in  it  a  de* 
fign  againft  the  life  of  the  king,  neceftarily  endangered  by 
fuch  an  attempt,  and  which  is  alfo  declared  to  be  treafon  by 
the  expreis  words  of  that  famous  ftatute..  The  real  crime, 
therefore,  diverted  of  the  technical  phrafeology  of  the  law, 
charged  upon  thefe  people,  was  their  confpiring  to  employ 
means  of  coercion  and  force  againft  the  government  in  or- 
der to  accomplifti  its  abfoiute  fubverfion,  or  at  leaft  to  effect 
a  material  change  and  alteration  in  it.  The  attorney-general, 
fir  John  Scott,  fpoke  no  lefs  than  nine  hours  in  confirma- 
tion of  the  accufation,  and  with  the  view  of  proving  the 
©vert-a&s  charged  againft  them  in  the  indictment,  which 
confided  merely  in  a  tedious  recapitulation  of  the  whole 
proceedings  of  the  two  aflbciations,  which  had  been  long 
known  to  the  nation  at  large,  and  were  publicly  advertifed 
in  the  common  news-papers.  Thefe  proceedings,  from 
their  palpable  want  of  decorum,  temper,  and  judgment 
had  excited  the  extreme  difapprobation  of  all  intelligent 
perfons,  and  of  none  more  than  the  advocates  of  liberal  and 
rational  reform ;  but  that  they  amounted  to  the  crime  of 
high-treafon  was  an  idea  too  extravagant  to  enter  into  the 
head  of  any  man  but  that  of  an  apoftate  patriot  or  a  court- 
lawyer. 

Thomas  Hardy,  (hoemaker,  the  formidable  chief  of  this 
pretended  confpiracy,  was  the  firft  perfon  brought  to  the 
bar  5  and  againft  him  was  the  elaborate  oration  of  the  at- 
torney 

Digitized  by  Google 


1 

I 

I 

134  GEORGE  HI. 

torney-general  primarily  levelled :  but  happily  for  the^pri- 
foner,  and  eventually  for  the  public,  Mr.  Erflcine,  fo  long 
the  ornament  of  his  profeflion,  who  was  retained  as  counfel 
for  Hardy,  employed  his  great  talents  and  brilliant  elo- 
quence with  the  moft  complete  fuccefs  in  his  defence,  and 
that  of  his  colleagues  and  afibciatesi  from  the  charge  in 
queftion.  "  The  tranfa&ions/'  Mr.  Erikine  remarked, 
««  which  conftituted  the  body  of  the  proof  were  not  the  pe- 
culiar tranfa&ions  of  the  prifoner,  but  of  immenfe  bodies  of 
the  king's  fubje&s  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  af- 
fembled  without  the  fmalleft  referve,  and  giving  to  the 
public,  through  the  channel  of  the  daily  prints,  a  minute 
and  regular  journal  of  their  proceedings.  Not  a  fyllable 
had  we  now  heard  that  we  had  not  been  acquainted  with 
for  weeks  and  months  before  the  profecution  was  com- 
menced." 

The  principal  witnefles  againft  the  prifoner  were  two 
infamous  wretches,  fpies  of  government,  of  the  names  of 
Taylor  and  Gofling.    Thefe  vile  in(lrum.ents  of  corruption 
enumerated  feveral  inftances  of  rafh  and  inflammatory  ex- 
preflions,  not  perfonally  affecting  the  prifoner  Hardy,  ufed 
at  different  meetings  of  the  popular  focieties,  which  might, 
no  doubt,  come  under  the  vague  and  general  idea  of  fedl- 
tion ;  but  of  any  formed  defign  of  fubverting  the  govern- 
ment, or  ufing  any  fpecies  of  force  or  coercion  refpe&ing 
it,  there  exifted  no  (hadow  of  evidence.    Thefe  democratic 
and  over-heated  partizans  of  reform  undoubtedly  flattered 
themfelves,  that,  in  confequence  of  the  weight  which  a 
petition  from  the  national  aflembly,  or  convention  of  dele- 
gates, as  they  affe&ed  to  ftyle  it — and  which  could  be  no 
other  than  a  general  committee  deputed  from  the  friends  of 
reform  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  without  the  leaf! 
pretence  to  exercife  legal  authority  or  jurifdidtion — would 
carry  with  it,  the  legiflature  would  become  convinced  of 
the  political  expediency  and  neceffity  of  acceding  to  their 
prayer :  and  certainly  the  fenfe  of  the  nation  muft  be,  in 
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forae  mode  or  other,  very  forcibly  exprefied,  before  the 
parliament  will,  or  indeed  ougkt,  to  hazard  fo  great,  though 
probably  fo  beneficial,  a  change.  The  legality  of  fuch  a  de- 
legation as  that  in  contemplation  had  never  been  queftioned  ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  juftified  by  recent  precedents  both  m 
England  and  Ireland:  but  to  dream  of  oppofingthc  cuthority 
of  this  conventional  committee,  without  arms,  without  mo- 
ney, without  the  fupport  of  any  perfons  more  eminent  than 
Thomas  Hardy,  ihoemaker,  John  Thclwall,  itinerant  lec- 
turer, Thomas  Holcroft,  comedian,  &c.  would  have  been 
the  extremity,  not  of  political  criminality  merely,  but  of 
folly,  and  even  of  madnefs.  The  grand  objecl  at  which 
thefe  afTociations  aimed  was  unqueflionably  to  effect  a  re- 
form in  parliament  upon  the  yifionary,  if  cot  pernicious, 
principles  of  the  duke  of  Richmond, — univerfal  fuffragt: 
and  annual  eleftion.  It  io  true  that  thefe  afTociations  con- 
tained a  confiderable  proportion  of  concealed  republicans, 
converts  to  the  novel  and  extravagant  doctrines  of  Paine 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  thefe  peopk  hoped,  and 
perhaps,  in  the  height  of  their  enthufiafm,  believed,  that 
a  radical  reform  in  parliament,  upon  democratic  principles, 
would  eventually  lead  to  the  eflablifhment  of  a  democratic 
government ;  but  this  did  hot  amount  to  treafbn,  or  even  re- 
ndition, or  to  any  offence  againft  the  exifting  laws  at  all.  Cer- 
tainly, under  the  mod  fevere  control  of  the  moft  defpotic  go- 
vernment, men  cannot  be  amenable  to  punifl-sment  for  hoping 
and  believing.  As  it  was,  however,  well  known  that  thefe 
afTociations  were  infecled  with  the  leaven  of  republicanifm, 
it  became  government  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  upon  their 
proceedings,  to  check  their  licentioufnefs,  and,  by  a  timely 
interpofition,  to  curb  their  infolence  long  before  they  had 
reached  the  limits  of  high-treafon ;  and  their  rafti  and  fe- 
ditious  conduct,  if^the  groflcft  difrefpeft  and  the  moft  vul- 
gar and  virulent  abufe  of  government  deferves  the  name  of 
fedition,  laid  them  fufficiently  open  to  legal  animadverfion : 
but  to  accufe  them  of  the  crime  of  treafon  was  to  confound 
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things  the  moft  cafy  to  diftinguifli  and  the  moft  important 
to  be  diftinguifhed,  and  tended  to  excite  a  powerful  intereft 
in  the  breads  of  all  fober  and  difpaflionate  perfons  in  favour 
of  men,  the  tenor  of  whofe  public  proceedings  they  had 
prcvioufly  and  highly  difapproved.  Had  the  miniftry  fuc- 
cccdcd  in  this  infamous  profecution, — which  no  attorney- 
general,  however  reipectable  his  private  character,  or  what- 
ever plea  he  might  let  up  of  profcflional  duty,  could  en- 
gage in  without  incurring  eternal  difgrace, — had  they  once 
dipped  their  hands  in  blood,  they  would  moft  furely  have 
gone  on  in  the  fame  fanguinary  courfc  till  the  whole  land 
had  become  an' Aceldama— a^fcene  of  carnage  and  def- 
lation. 

A  mifcrably  feeble  attempt  was  made  on  the  part  of  the 
crown-lawyers  to  prove  that  the  aflbciations  in  queftion  had 
armed  themfelves  again  ft  the  government;  whereas,  on 
examination,  it  appeared  merely  that  a  few  pikes  had  been 
procured,  to  defend  themfelves,  in  cafe  of  ncceflity,  againft 
the  attacks  of  the  mob  at  Sheffield,  and  other  populous 
places  where  they  held  their  meetings,  The  Correfponding 
Society  had  applied  to  Mr.  Francis  to  prefent  their  petition 
to  parliament  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  year;  and 
that  gentleman  proved  in  evidence,  that  upon  this  occafion 
Mr.  Hardy,  fecretary  to  tjie  aflbciation,  had  voluntarily  of^ 
fered  to  come  forward  and  produce  all  the  books  and  papers 
of  the  fociety,  to  evince  that  there  was  nothing  feditious  ia 
their  conduct,  and  that  their  object  was  purely  a  parlia- 
mentary reform.  The  trial  was  protracted  to  the  uhprer. 
cedented  and  monftrous  length  of  feven  days ;  and,  the 
evidence  being  clofed,  the  jury,  after  a  (hort  deliberation, 
brought  in  their  unanimous  verdict  of  not  quilty — a  ver- 
dict than  which  none  ever  pronounced  in  an  Englifti  court 
of  juftice  gave  more  exquiOte  fatisfaction  or  was  more  ex^ 
tenfively  important  in  its  confequenccs.  Notwithstanding 
the  numerous  errors,  obliquities,  and  corruptions,  which 
pervaded  almoft  every  part  of  the  legiflativc  and  executive 
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branches  of  government,  it  was  perceived  with  tranfport 
that  the  fountain  of  criminal  juftice  ftill  retained  all  its 
orignal  purity.  The  furrounding  populace  could  not  be 
prevented  from  attending  Citizen  Hardy,  whofe  conduct 
had  been  throughout  firm  and  tranquil,  and  the  counsellors 
Erlkine  and  Gibbs,  to  their  refpe&ive  houfes,  amid  the 
loudefl  acclamations  of  applaufe. 

After  an  interval  of  eleven  days — no  doubt  days  of 
chagrin  and  perplexity  on  the  part  of  the  miniftry — was 
brought  to  the  bar  of  this  high  court  of  juftice  the  cele- 
brated John  Home  Tooke,  formerly  and  for  many  years  a 
prieft  of  the  church  of  England — a  man  pofTefTed  of  ex- 
traordinary intellectual  talents,  but  of  a  peculiar  kind,  and 
blended  with  a  con  fide rable  alloy  of  eccentricity.  Of 
obfcurc  and  namelefj  origin,  he  fuddenly  appeared  in  the 
political  world  as  an  extravagant  and  .  erring  fpirit  burft 
from  its  confine.  He  firft  diftinguiihed  himfelf  as  a  vio- 
lent partizan  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  at  the  time  of  the  famoue 
Middlesex  conteft— being  then  curate  of  Brentford,  where 
the  election  was  held.  Such  was  the  enthufiaftic  ardor 
of  his  patriotic  zeal  at  this  early  period  of  his  life,  that, 
to  preferve  the  liberties  of  his  country  inviolate,  hfc 
publicly  declared  his  rcadinefs  to  dye  his  black  coat  red. 
He  poficfTcd  no  mean  degree  of  learning  and  know- 
ledge, and  his  powers  of  elocution  and  felf-pofTeflion 
were  very  uncommon.  His  habitual  influence  over  the 
wills  and  paflions  of  thofc  with  whom  he  was  connected 
indicated  a  mind  of  great  energy.  On  forae  occaGons  lie 
exhibited  himfelf  to  the  judicious  part  of  the  public  as  a 
iincere  and  enlightened  champion  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  and  on  othets  as  an  artful  and  afpiring  demagogue; 
This  lingular  man  had  the  prefumption,  at  the  lad  general 
election,  to  offer  himfelf  aS  a  candidate  for  the  city  of 
Weftminfter — pretending  to  be  offended  at  the  virtual  con> 
promife  which  had  taken  place  between  the  court  and 
country  parties'  in  the  perfons  of  lord  Hood  and  Mr.  Fox. 
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On  the  eventual  failure  of  his  hopes,  although  he  polled  a 
very  great  number  of  votes,  he  prefented  a  petition  to  the 
houfe  of  commons  againft  the  return,  drawn  in  the  mod 
audacious  terms  of  political  inve£Hve  and  reproach,  but 
containing  alfo  much  indifputable  and  melancholy  truth. 
This  petition,  being  referred,  in  the  ufual  mode,  to  a  com- 
mittee, was  declared  frivolous  and  vexatious;  but  by  a 
wife  policy,  too  frequently  and  fatally  departed  from  in 
matters  of  higher  moment,  no  farther  notice  whatever  was 
taken  of  it  by  the  houfe. 

On  this  trial  of  Mr.  Tooke,  it  appeared,  to  the  general 
furprifc,  that  this  gentleman,  fuppofed  fo  vehemently  de- 
mocratic, had  been  a  remarkably  guarded  and  temperate 
advocate  of  reform — that  he  very  rarely  attended  the  meet- 
ings of  the  fopieties — and  had  even  incurred  their  fufpicion 
and  diflike  on  this  account.  He  had  frequently  declared 
his  attachment  to  the  houfe  of  peers  as  an  ufeful  and  ne- 
ceflary  branch  of  the  conftitution  5  and  he  had  uniformly 
reprobated  the  duke  of  Richmond's  plan  of  univcTfal  fuf- 
frage.  In  a  converfation  with  major  Cartwright  on  the 
fubje£fc  of  reform,  Mr.  Tooke  had  made  ufe  of  the  follow- 
ing familiar  but  expreflive  illuftration  : — "  You  would  go 
to  Windfor,  but  I  mould  choofe  to  flop  at  Hbunflow."— 
•The  moil  extraordinary  circumftance  attending  this  trial 
was  the  examination  of  the  duke  of  Richmond  and  Mr.  Pitt, 
who  were  fubpeena'd  as  witnefles  by  Mr.  Tooke.  The  for- 
mer was  interrogated  merely  as  to  the  authenticity  of  his 
famous  letter  to  colonel  Sharman,  in  order  to  (hew  that, 
as  to  the  matter  of  reform,  the  correfponding  and  confti- 
tutional  focieties  did  not  extend  their  ideas  farther  than  one 
of  his  majefty?s  cabinet-minifters ;  and  the  latter  to  prove 
that  the  mode  of  conducting  the  bufinefs  was  Gmilar  to 
that  adopted  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  reformers  of  1780.  On 
this  occaGon  the  unparalleled  meannefs  and  bafenefs  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  difpofition  difplayed  hfelf  in  the  mod  confpicu- 
ous  manner.  To  a  variety  of  very  material  queflions  re- 
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lative  to  the  Weftminfter  convention  in  that  and  the  fol- 
lowing years  he  was  fpeechlefsy  being  feized  with  a  total 
want  of  recollection.    With  great  difficulty,  however,  he 
at  length  was  brought  to  recoiled  a  meeting  at  the  Thatched- 
Houfe  Tavern,  in  May  1782.    Mr.  Tooke  aflced  him  what 
that  meeting  was  but  a  convention  of  delegates  from  dif- 
ferent great  towns  and  counties,  fent  by  committees  of 
thofe  towns  and  counties,  of  England  ?  He  faid  he  did  not 
recollect  how  that  meeting  was  compofed. — Mr.  Tooke 
then  aflced  whether  he  did  not  recollect  that  it  had  been 
objected  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  refpecting  the  petition 
actually  prefented,  that  it  came  from  perfons  in  a  delegated 
capacity  ?  He  faid  he  had  no  recollection  of  any  fuch  thing. 
—Mr.  Sheridan,  being  immediately  afterwards  examined, 
gave  a  perfectly  clear  and  accurate  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  sera.    He  had  met  Mr.  Tooke  in  1780  at  a 
convention,  or  meeting  of  delegates,  from  different  parts, 
who  were  to  confider  the  bed  means  of  procuring  a  par- 
liamentary reform,  and  to  act  for  thofe  who  deputed  them. 
He  was  himfelf  a  delegate  for  Weftminfter.    The  matter, 
he  faid,  was  notorious.    Mr.  Sheridan  enumerated  the 
places  where  thefe  meetings  were  held — mentioning,  in 
particular,  Guildhall,  the  Thatched-Houfe  Tavern,  and  the 
duke  of  Richmond's  at  Privy-Garden.     Here  Mr.  Pitt 
bceged  leave  to  correct  his  evidence,  and  confefled  that  he 
was  prefent  at  fome  meetings  in  Privy-Garden,  where 
there  were  delegates  from  different  countries  \—u  e.  he 
confefled  that  he  was  himfelf  chargeable  with  the  very  fame 
act  for  which,  now  he  had  abandoned  the  caufe  of  parlia- 
mentary reform,  he  was  engaged  in  a  moft  profligate  and 
murderous  attempt  to  exterminate  thofe  by  the  fword  of 
juftice  who  dill  adhered  to  it  under  all  difficulties  and  dis- 
couragements.— The  jury  retired  for  a  few  minutes  only 
previous  to  their  returning  a  verdict  of  not  guilty.  An 
involuntary  burft  of  acclamation  filled  the  court,  which  was 
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xnftantly  re-echoed  by  the  populace  without,  who,  as  o» 
the  former  occaGon,  efcorted  the  counfel  to  their  chambers. 

A  feeble  attempt  was  made  to  profecute  this  infamous 
buftnefs  by  proceeding  to  the  trial  of  John  Thelwall — a  man 
whofe  general  character  was  to  the  laft  degree  contemptible, 
but  againll  whom  nothing  was  proved  excepting  fome  in- 
temperate expreffions  at  the  famous  popular  meeting  at 
Chalk-Farm,  and.  in  his  lecture-room,  which  were  fup- 
portcd  only  by  the  teftimony  of  the  fpies,  Lynam  and 
Taylor,  whofe  evidence  was  afterwards  rendered  nugatory, 
or  worfe,  by  that  of  two  other  witnefles.  The  jury,  with- 
out he fi tation,  brought  in  a  verdict  of  not  guilty. 

The  conduct  of  the  cabinet-minifters  in  this  extraordinary 
.bufinefs — their  mode  of  investigating  the  tranfactions  of  the. 
aflbciations  in  queftion,  and  of  fecuring  the  requifite  evi- 
dence of  the  feveral  witnefles  for  the  crown  in  thefe  fuc- 
ceflive  trials — was  fuch  as  fully  to  juftify  the  memorable 
obfervation  of  Dr.  Swift,  who  fays,  "  that  thofe  diligent 
enquiries  into  remote  and  problematical  guilt,  with  a  new 
power  of  enforcing  them  by  chains  and  dungeons  to  every 
perfon  whofe  face  a  minifter  thinks  fit  to  dillike,  are  not 1 
only  oppofitc  to  that  maxim  which  declareth  it  better  that 
ten  guilty  men  mould  cfcape  than  one  innocent  fuffer,  but 
likewife  leave  a  gate  wide  open  to  the  whole  tribe  of -infor- 
mers, the  mod  accurfed,  proftitutc,  and  abandoned  face 
that  God  ever  permitted  to  plague  mankind." 

Confidering  the  (late  of  parties  in  the  kingdom  at  this 
time,  the  acquittal  of  thefe  perfons  excited  a  much  more 
gcneral^fenfation  of  fatisfaction  than  might  previoufly  have 
been  expected.  The  truth  is,  that  the  felfifti  as  well  as  the 
generous  feelings  were  interefted  on  this  occafion  ;  and,  in 
thecourfe  of  his  pleadings,  Mr.  Erflcine  very  happily  quoted 
a  remark  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Johnfon  on  the  acquittal  of 
lord  George  Gordon : — «  I  am  glad  he  was  not  convicted  . 
of  this  constructive  treafon  •,  for,  though  I  hate  him,  I  love 
my  country,  and  I  love  myfelf."    Of  all  the  wicked  in* 
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tendons  of  lawyers,  the  do&rine  of  conftru&ive  treafon, 
by  which  unwary  people  may  be  convicted  of  a  capital 
offerice  while  unconfcious  of  the  violation  of  any  law,  is 
perhaps  the  word.  But  Mr.  Erfkine,  on  this  momentous 
occafion,  fpoke  like  a  man  infpired,  and  at  once  redeemed 
the  honor  of  his  profeflion,  and  eftabliftied  the  fafety  of 
his  country.  Had  the  men  arraigned  upon  fuch  an  accu- 
fation,*  fupported  by  fuch  evidence,  been  capitally  con- 
victed, and  the  fentence  been  carried  into  execution,  it 
would  mod  unqueilionably  have  been  an  horrible  murder, 
perpetrated  in  the  forms  and  under  the  pretext  of  law.  But 
the  very  fuppofition  is  a  libel  upon  the  glorious  inftitution 

of  JURIES. 

In  the  autumn  of  this  year  arrived  in  England,  from  his 
celebrated  embafTy  to  the  court  of  Pekin,  lord  Macartney. 
The  principal  object  of  his  million  was  to  conclude  a  com- 
mercial treaty  with  the  government  of  China,  and  to  ob- 
tain, if  pofliblc,  an  extenfion  of  privileges  for  the  Englifh 
merchants  ;  more  particularly  to  procure  permifEon  to  land 
their  commodities  at  fome  port  neareT  to  the  capital  than 
Canton.  The  ambafTador  took  his  departure  from  Eng- 
land, at  the  latter  end  of  September,  1792,  in  the  Lion 
man  of  war  of  64  guns,  and  in  the  month  of  July  follow- 
ing he  reached  Jangangfoe-Bay  in  the  Yellow  Sea,  which 
wattles  the  north-eaftern  coaft  of  China,  whence  the  am- 
bafTador 

•  The  writer  of  this  Hiftory  has  been  at  much  pains  to  afcertain  the  in-  v 
trinfic  validity  of  the  charge  again  ft  thefe  focieties ;  not  whether  there  was 
1/gaJ  rviJtuct  cf  their  intention  when  aflemblcd  in  convention— -fuch  as  had 
already  been  afhially  and  harmleftly  held  both  in  Ireland  and  England — to 
ufurp  the  power*  of  government ;  for  it  is  clear  as  the  noon-day  fun  there  was 
not  (  l»ut  whether  any  fuch  fecrct  defig*  really  exifted  in  any  individuals, 
not p*  ovralU  by  the  ellabltfhcd  rules  of  evidence.  But  even  of  this  he  has  not 
been  able  to  difcover  the  flighted  ground  of  fufpicion  or  lhadow  of  pre- 
fumptioa  :  on  the  contrary,  all  circumftances  concur  to  the  forming  of  an 
©ppofite  condition ;  though  at  a  fubfequent  period,  inflamed  by  the  fpirit  of 
revenge,  fome  of  the  members  of  thefe  aflbciations  may,  with  too  much  pro- 
bability, be  fuppofed  to  have  engaged  in  machioations'highly  dangerous  and 
^riminj). 
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baflador  and  his  train  were  conveyed  tip  the  great  rirtf 
Tyenfing  to  the  city  of  the  fame  name,  in  junks  or  bargtt, 
under  the  cfcort  of  a  mandarin  guard,  who  were  watchful 
to  prevent  the  leaft  communication  with  the  inhabitants, 
pitching  their  tents  at  night  exactly  oppofite  the  fpot  where 
the  junks  lay  at  anchor.  On  the  i  ith  of  Auguft  they  ar- 
rived at  Tyenfing,  where  .they  received  refrefliments  and 
prefents,  of  no  great  value,  on  the  part  of  the  emperor, 
the  famous  Kien  Long,  who  had  already  governed  that 
vaft  empire  with  uninterrupted  fuccefs  and  reputation  mors 
than  half  a  century.  From  Tyenfing  they  ftill  proceeded 
in  their  voyage  up  the  river  to  the  city  of  Tong-tchev, 
within  twelves  miles  of  Pekin.  After  a  fhort  interval  of 
reft  at  Tohe-tchew,  the  ambaiTador  and  his  fecretan, 
fir  George  Stanton,  fet  out  in  palanquins  provided  for  the 
purpofe,  which  conveyed  them  to  the  metropolis— the 
train  following  in  covered  carriages.  The  emperor  being 
at  this  feafon  of  the  year  ufually  refident  at  Jehol,  hfl 
fummer-palace  in  Tartary,  beyond  the  great  wall,  orders 
were  fent  that  the  ambaflador  {hould  proceed  thither.  On 
the  7th  of  September  he  arrived  at  Jehol ;  and  on  the  14^ 
his  excellency  was  honored  with  his  firft  audience  of  the 
emperor,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  ambaflador 
had  brought  with  him  from  England  the  mod  fplendid  and 
coftly  prefents  which  were  ever  offered  by  one  monarch  to 
die  acceptance  of  another ;  but  it  was  obfervabie  that  they 
were  received  with  marked  indifference,  or  rather  haughti- 
nefs  •>  and  care  had  been  taken  to  paint  in  large  Chincfc 
characters,  upon  the  flags  pendent  from  the  yachts  and 
land-carriages,  *  Ambassador  bearing:  Tribute  from  th* 
Country  of  England.'  And  although  the  emperor  him* 
felf  behaved  with  decorum  and  politenefs  to  the  ambafliulor» 
he  would  enter  into  no  treaty,  he  would  grant  no  new  pri- 
vileges ;  and  well  aware,  as  was  plainly  intimated,  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  ufurpations  of  England  in  Hi* 
4oftan,  he  would  not  fuffer  the  king  of  Great  Britain  to'fe 
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his  cloven  foot  beyond  the  narrow  fpell-bound  circle  of 
Canton. 

Early  in  the  month  of  October  the  emperor  and  his  court, 
attended  by  the  ambaflador  and  his  train,  returned  to  Pe- 
kin, within  a  very  (hort  time  fubfequent  to  which  bis  ex- 
cellency had  his  lad  audience  of  his  imperial  majefty,  who 
delivered  to  him  a  letter,  in  anfwer  to  that  from  the  king 
of  England,  and  alfo  a  poem  of  his  own  compofing,  in- 
clofed  in  a  roll  covered  with  yellow  filk.    This  was  accom- 
panied with  feveral  chefts  of  prefents  ;  and  the  ambaflador, 
who  had  made  great  preparations  for  palling  the  winter  in 
Pekin,  was  officially  apprized  that  this  was  the  fignal  of 
departure.    On  the  9th  of  October  his  excellency  and  his 
fuite  left  Pekin  with  fome  precipitation,  and  proceeded  to 
Tong-tchew,  whence  they  were  conveyed  in  junks,  as  be- 
fore, through  the  interior  of  that  immenfe  empire,  by  a 
variety  of  rivers  and  canals  from  the  northern  to  the 
fouthern  extremity  of  China,  reaching  Canton  m  perfeft 
lafcty,  after  a  variety  of  amufing  adventures,  Dec.  18,  1 793, 
and  in  January  following  they  embarked  at  Macao  for 
England. 

The  information  which  the  fecretary  to  the  embafiy,  in  a 
narrative  of  this  romantic  expedition  publifhed  by  autho- 
rity ,  has  given  us  of  the  (late  of  the  Chine fe  empire  is  ex- 
tremely curious  and  interefting.  A  few  particulars  will  not 
probably  be  deemed  too  wide  a  digreflion  from  the  more 
proper  fubjects  of  the  prefent  hiftory.  It  is  remarked  by 
the  intelligent  author,  fir  George  Stanton,  that  regions  out 
of  Afia  are  fcarcely  referred  to  in  the  books  of  the  Chinefe, 
or  noticed  in  their  maps.  The  celebrated  Venetian  tra- 
veller, Marco  Polo,  vifited  the  court  of  Pekin  in  the  thir- 
teenth century.  He  makes  no  men  tion  of  the  Chinefe  wall, 
but  it  appears  that  he  entered  China  on  the  fide  of  Thibet, 
pafling  through  the  provinces  Shenfee  and  Shan  fee.  The 
prefent  Tartar  dynafty  had  continued,  in  1793,  during  a 
courfe  of  four  reignsi  149  years.    Every  fquare  mile  in 
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China  contains,  upon  an  average,  upwards  of  300  inhabi- 
tants, in  all  335  millions,  in  the  fifteen  provinces  of  China 
Proper,  and  exclufive  of  the  Tartarian  and  Thibet  territo- 
ries beyond  the  great  wail. — There  are  nine  orders  of  man- 
darins ;  but  the  office  is  not  hereditary,  and  the  only  public 
or  perfonal  difti notion  is  that  of  being  employed  in  the 
public  fervice  ;  and  knowledge  and  virtue  alone  qualify  for 
public  employments. — When  the  mandarins,  accompanying 
the  embafly,  were  told  that  in  England  a  child  might  claim, 
in  virtue  of  his  birth,  the  highefl:  offices  and  dignities  of  the 
Hate,  they  could  not  fufficiently  cxprefs  their  aflonifliment, 
and  intimated  that  this  was  a  matter  unfit  to  be  repeated  to 
the  emperor.  From  the  entrance  of  the  embatTy  into 
China  riot  one  perfon  in  the  guife  of  a  beggar  had  been  fecn, 
or  any  one  obferved  to  folicit  charity.  In  the  intervals  of 
military  fervice  the  foldiers  aflume  the  common  habit  of  the 
people,  and  are  occupied  in  manufactures  or  the  cultivation 
of  land — The  government  of  China  does  not  interfere  with 
mere  opinions.  There  is  in  China  no  ftatc  religion.  None 
is  paid,  preferred,  or  encouraged  by  it.  The  emperor  is 
of  one  faith,  many  of  the  mandarins  of  another,  and  the 
majority  of  the  common  people  of  a  third,  which  is  that 
of  Fo.  The  poffeffions  of  the  father  are  equally  divided 
among  ft  all  the  fons  j  and  the  antient  public  law  of  the 
empire  is  founded  on  the  broadeft  bafis  of  univerfal  juftice. 
The  examinations  in  the  public  feminaries  or  fchools  of  flu- 
dents  for  degrees  are  always  public.  Oral  queftions  are 
put,  and  others  in  writing,  to  the  candidates.  The  honors 
conferred  upon  thofe  who  fucceed  become  the  afcending 
^fteps  which  lead  to  all  die  offices  and  dignities  of  the  ftate. 
A  method  of  advancement  fo  open  to  all  claries  of  men 
tends  to  reconcile  them  to  the  power,  from  attaining  which 
no  individual  is  precluded.  In  thefe  trials  wealth  muft 
yield  to  talents  and  geniu6.  The  number  of  manufacturers 
bears  but  a  very  fmall  proportion  to  that  of  hufbandmen  in 
China.    Few  parks  or  pleafurc-grounds  are  to  be  fcen. 
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Yhefe  are  ho  commons  or  lands  fuffered  to  lie  wade  by  the 
negleft  or  caprice  or  for  the  fport  of  great  proprietors. 
Every  large  or  ornamental  building  was  found  upon  enquiry 
to  be  deftincd  for  fome  public  ufe,  or  for  the  habitation  of 
a  man  in  office. — In  feafons  of  calamity  the  emperor  of 
China  always  comes  forward  :  He  orders  the  granaries  to  be 
opened :  He  remits  the  cuftomary  taxes  to  thofe  who  are 
vifited  by  misfortune  :  He  affords  afli fiance  to  enable  then* 
to  retrieve  their  affairs  :  He  appears  to  his  fubje&s  as  almoffc 
Handing  in  the  place  of  a  tutelary  divinity.  In  ail  public 
labors  there  appeared  a  promptitude  and  cheerfulnefs  of 
obedience,  which  argued  a  confidential  expectation  of  an 
adequate  recompence*  The  execution  of  criminals,  con- 
yi&ed  of  capital  offences,  takes  place  in  one  day  with  cir- 
cum dances  of  peculiar  folemnity ;  the  ufages  of  the  empire, 
requiring  the  emperor  formally  to  confult  the  mandarins  of 
his  council  upon  each  cafe  feparately,  in  order  to  know 
whether  he  can  with  fafety  to  the  ftate  avert  the  fentence. 

Sucrt  arc  the  cuftoms,  obfervances,  and  inftitutions  of  a 
(lupendous  empire,  far  exceeding  in  riches  and  population 
all  the  kingdoms  of  Europe  \  and  which  has  been,  from  the 
earlieft  periods  of  hiftory,  celebrated  for  the  profound 
wifdom  of  its  government,  and  for  that  which  is  the  ne- 
ceffary  confequence  of  this  wifdom— the  unexampled  prof- 
perity  of  the  people  !  * 

The  Britifh  fettlements  in  India  enjoyed  at  this  period  a 
profound  repofe  under  the  wife  and  equitable  government 
of  fir  John  Shore,  fuccefibr  to  earl  Cornwallis.  The  mojt 
remarkable  occurrence  of  the  prefent  year  in  Bengal  was  the 
death  (April  27,  1 794)  of  fir  William  Jones,  who  had  been 
appointed,  March  1783,  a  judge  of  the  fupreme  Court  of 
Judicature  in  India  on  the  recall  of  fir  Elijah  Impey  >  as  if  it 
Were  determined  by  this  choice  to  refcue  the  Englifh  name 
and  character  from  reproach,  and  to  manifeft,  by  way  of 
contrafl,  how  high  public  and  private  virtue  could  afcend. 
Sir  William  Jones  had  long  been  celebrated,  as  the  wonder 
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of  the  prefent  age,  for  the  profundity  and  univerfality  of 
his  attainments.  As  a  linguift  he  was  equally  familiar  with 
the  modern  and  the  antient,  the  occidental  and  the  oriental, 
languages.  As  a  writer  and  profeflbr  of  jurifprudence  he 
was  not  merely  verfed  in  the  laws  and  ufages  of  his  native 
country,  but  deeply  (killed  in  the  Roman  and  Grecian,  the 
Hindoo  and  Mahometan  fyftems.  He  was  at  once  a  ma- 
thematician, a  poet,  and  an  hiftorian.  He  excelled  in  mu» 
(ical,  in  chymical,  and  in  botanical  purfuits ;  and  his  at- 
tainments in  every  one  of  thefe  different  objects  of  refearch. 
were  fuch  as  might  juftify  the  fuppofition  that  he  had  made 
the  ftudy  of  it  the  great  objc£t  of  his  life.  Yet  was  that 
life  circumfcribed  by  the  comparatively-fhort  term  of 
forty-feven  years.  To  his  great  and  unrivalled  intellectual 
accomplifhments  he  added  the  higheft  moral  excellence  ; 
and  no  greater  or  jufter  eulogium  could  be  pronounced 
upon  him,  than  that  his  virtues  were  equal  to  his  talents* 
Europe  and  Afia  acknowledged  his  worth,  and  mourned 
his  lofs.  "  Of  the  ability  and  confeious  integrity  with 
which  he  exercifed  the  functions  of  a  magiftratc  in  India 
(lord  Teignmouth,  late  fir  John  Shore,  aflures  us  the  pub- 
lic voice  and  public  regret  bore  ample  and  merited  tefti- 
mony.  The  fame  penetration  which  marked  his  fcicntific 
refearches  diftinguifhed  his  legal  inveftigations  and  deci- 
iioris,  and  his  oratory  was  as  captivating  as  his  arguments 
were  convincing."*  While  yet  on  his  voyage  to  India,  he 
formed  the  plan  of  an  inftitution  for  the  purpofe  of  invefti- 
gating  the  hiftory  and  antiquities,  arts,  fcience,  and  lite- 
rature, of  India.  *  It  gave  me,'  to  ufe  his  own  words  inr 
the  preliminary  difcourfe  addrefl'ed  to  the  members  of  the 
aflbciation,  <  one  evening,  on  infpe&ing  the  map,  inex- 
preflible  pleafure  to  find  myfelf  in  a  noble  amphitheatre, 
almoft:  encircled  by  the  vaft  regions  of  Afia,  the  nurfe  of 
fciences,  the  inventrefs  of  delightful  and  ufeful  arts,  the 
fcene  of  glorious  actions,  abounding  in  natural  wonders, 
and  infinitely  diverfificd  in  the  forms  of  religion  and  go- 

vernmenu 

•  Addrefs  to  the  Society  for  Afiatic  Refearches. 
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Vernment.  I  could  not  help  remarking  how  important  and 
extenfive  a  field  was  yet  unexplored,  and  how  many  folid 
advantages  unimproved.' Let  us  lament,"  fays  lord 
Teignmouth,  "  that  the  fpirit  which  dictated  thofe  learned 
and  interefting  diflertations,  which  form  fo  large  and  va- 
luable a  portion  of  the  records  of  our  refearches,  is  extinct, 
and  that  the  voice  to  which  we  liftened  with  improvement 
and  rapture  will  be  heard  by  us  no  more." 

In  order  to  complete  the  political  portrait  of  the  prefent 
period,  it  is  neceflary  to  advert  to  the  (late  of  affairs  in  the 
Continental  kingdoms  not  actually  engaged  in  the  confede- 
racy again  ft  France. 

The  celebrated  diet  of  Grodno,  by  which  the  fecond  par- 
tition of  Poland  was  indignantly  ratified,  terminated  in  ex- 
treme confufion  after  the  coercive  abolition  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  1 79 1,  and  the  re-eflablifhment  of  that  which  pre- 
ceded in  1772.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1794,  baron 
d'Ingelftrohm,  who  had  fucceeded  the  count  de  Sicvres  as 
ambaflador  at  Warfaw,  demanded  the  erafement  of  every 
record  and  the  furrender  of  every  paper  relative  to  the  late 
conftitution,  which  was  pafiively  fubmitted  to.  This  aft  of 
humiliation  only  increafed  the  infolence  of  the  conquerors, 
whofe  oppreflion  and  outrages  grew  daily  more  infufferable. 
The  court  of  Ruflia  at  length  iflued  its  mandate  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  military  force  of  Poland  to  16,000  men. 
This  was  pofitively  refufed  by  feveral  of  the  veteran  regi- 
ments, particularly  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom  bordering 
upon  the  metropolis,  where  general  Madalinflci  appeared  at 
the  head  of  a  great  body  of  infurgents,  who  had  rcfolved  not 
to  lay  down  their  arms.  The  Ruffian  ambalTador  was  in- 
ftruttcd  to  deliver  to  the  permanent  executive  council  an 
official  document,  requefting,  or  rather  commanding,  the 
Polifli  government  to  difpatch  an  army  to  oppofe  Madalinfki, 
and  Hkewife  to  take  into  cuftody  every  fufpe&ed  perfon. 
The  firft  of  thefe  demands  was  evaded  ;  and  to  the  latter 
it  was  replied,  that  no  Polilh  nobleman  could  be  arretted 
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before*convi£Hon.  Early  in  the  month  of  February  (1794) 
appeared  in  the  field  the  celebrated  Kofciufko,  who  had 
already  diftinguiflied  himfelf  by  his  gallantry  in  America 
and  his  patriotifm  in  Poland.  After  obtaining  fevera! 
advantages  over  the  Pruffians  in  their  newly-acquired  terri- 
tories, he  advanced  towards  Cracow,  which  was  abandoned. 

* 

to  him  by  the  Rufiians  in  garrifon  there  on  the  24th  of 
March.  He  then  afiembled  the  nobility  and  principal  in- 
habitants at  the  Town-Hall,  and  was  formally  inverted 
with  the  title  of  General  amid  loud  acclamations  j  after 
which  he  iflued  a  proclamation  inviting  the  nation,  in  the 
mod  energetic  terms,  to  (hake  off  their  fctjters,  and  to 
unite  in  forming  a  new  confederation  and  a  folemn  oath 
was  taken  by  all  prefent  to  maintain  the  conftitution  of 
1 79 1.  In  the  mean  time  Warfaw  was  in  a  ftate  of  high, 
fermentation.  The  king,  broken  down  by  age,  affli&ion, 
and  infirmity,  and  wholly  incapable  of  thofe  exertions 
which  correfponded  with  his  fituation  and  character,  had 
the  weaknefs  to  ifiue  a  proclamation  exhorting  his  fubje£ts 
to  lay  down  their  arms,  inftead  of  putting  himfelf  at  their 
head ;  and  rendered  himfelf  both  odious  and  contemptible* 
by  accepting  of  a-  Ruffian  guard  for  the  protection  of  his 
perfon. 

In  the  beginning  of  April  general  Kofciulko  began  his 
march  from  Cracow  to  Warfaw,  with  an  army  compofed 
of  fuch  regular  troops  as  he  could  collect,  and  reinforced 
by  fome  thoufand  peafants  armed  with  pikes.  On  the  road 
he  fell  in  with  a  ftrong  corps  of  Ruffians,  detached  by  baron 

■ 

d'Ingelftrohm  from  Warfaw,  to  regain  pofTeflion  of  Cracow. 
A  fierce  encounter  enfued,  and  the  Rufiians  were  in  the 
end  totally  routed  with  great  flaughter — the  Polifh  pea- 
fantry,  in  their  fury,  giving  no  quarter  to  the  enemy.  The 
inhabitants  of  Warfaw  now  arofe,  and  drove  out  the 
Ruffian  garrifon  after  an  obflinate  refiftance.  Kofciuiko 
took  immediate  poflefiion  of  the  capital •,  in  confequencc  of 
which  the  king,  yielding  paflively  to  the  courfe  of  events, 
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and  without  being  animated  by  a  fingle  fpark  of  heroifm  or 
patriotifm,  declared  himfelf  head  of  the  confederation. 
Addreffes  of  congratulation  were  now  prefented  from  all 
quarters,  and  every-where  appeared  fymptoms  of  martial 
ardor — near  70,000  men,  cxclufive  of  peafantry,  being, 
as  was  calculated,  in  arms  before  the  end  of  May.  But 
this  force  was  difperfed  in  different  bodies  throughout  the 
wide  extent  of  Poland  and  Lithuania ;  and  the  vaft  armies 
of  the  powers  allied  for  their  deftru£ion  were  advancing 
upon  them  with  rapid  fteps  on  either  fide,    rn  this  emer- 
gency no  chance  of  ultimate  fucceis  could  poffibly  remain 
but  in  the  adoption  of  the  daring  and  decifive  meafare  of 
Summoning  a  national  convention,  and  of  eftablifbing  a 
new  conftitution  founded  upon  the  broadeft  bafis  of  demo- 
cracy,— a  conftitution  in  the  prefervation  of  which  every 
individual  would  have  felt  himfelf  deeply  and  permanently 
interefted — a  conftitution  which,  as  in  France,  would  have 
excited  the  genuine  fpirit  of  republican  enthufiafm,  which 
would  have  converted  Poland,  like  France,  into  an  armed 
nation,  and  have  infufed  into  the  breafts  of  all  the  heroic 
the  determined  refolution  to  conquer  or  to  die.    But  to  a 
fpand  and  glorious  effort  like  this  the  genius  and  talents  of 
Kofciufko  did  not  appear  equal :  on  the  contrary,  a  procla- 
mation was  publifhed,  ftating,  "  That  as  the  Polifli  in- 
surrection took  place  upon  principles  effentially  different 
from  thofe  prevailing  in  France,  k  (hould  be  differently 
conducted ;  and  that  the  king,"  whofe  timidity  and  dupli- 
city had  rendered  him  juftly  defpicable  in  the  eyes  of 
all,  "  ihould  be  treated  with  the  deference  and  regard  due 
to  his  rank."    It  is  difficult  to  conceive  whofe  favour  Kofci- 
ufko  could  hope  to  conciliate  by  this  tame  and  difgufting 
declaration.    Had  America,  France,  and  it  may  be  added 
England,  hefirated  in  fimilar  circumftances  to  proceed  to  the 
depofition  of  their  refpe&ivc  fovereigns,  the  revolutions 
effected  in  thefe  feveral  countries  would  have  borne  for 
ever  the  appellation  of  treafon  and  rebellion.    The  original 
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principles  of  the  French  revolution  were  no  other  than  the 
genuine  and  immutable  principles  of  liberty;  and  although 
thefe  principles  were  doubtlefs  more  liable  to  abufe  under  a 
democratic  than  a  mixed  form  of  government,  it  was  by  the 
eftablilhment  of  a  pure  democracy  only  that,  in  Poland, 
the  mafs  of  the  people,  ftupified  by  oppreflion,  could  be 
awakened  to  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  inherent  rights,  orinfpired 
with  the  invincible  refolution  efTential  to  the  defence  of 
them.  From  the  publication  of  the  proclamation  in  ques- 
tion, perfons  of  difcernment  augured  the  fpeedy  and  meT 
lancholy  termination  of  this  unequal  conteft. 

A  Pruflian  army,  under  general  Elfner,  marched  to  the 
attack  of  Cracow,  which  furrendered  at  discretion  on  the 
15th  of  June.    Nearly  at  the  fame  time  his  Pruflian  ma- 
jefty  advanced  towards  the  city  of  Warfaw,  defended  by 
Kofciulko  in  pcrfon  with  fuch  (kill  and  courage  that  the 
Pruflians  were  compelled,  after  a>  blockade  and  fiegeof  two 
months,  to  retreat  with  lofs  and  difgrace  to  the  frontiers  of 
Silefia.    The  Ruffians,  in  the  mean  time,  were  gradually 
making  progrefs  on  the  fide  of  Lithuania •,  and  on  the  18th 
of  September,  in  a  general  engagement  near  Brzefc,  de- 
feated the  infurgents,  whom  they  obliged  to  retreat  acrofs 
the  Bug.    The  invaders,  now  under  the  command  of  ge- 
neral Suwarrow,  the  bloody  and  barbarous  conqueror  of 
Ifmail,  marched  forwards  in  full  confidence  of  victory  to 
Warfaw,  defigning  in  their  way  to  form  a  junction  with 
the  detached  corps  of  general  Fcrfen.    With  a  view  to  pre- 
vent this  junction,  Kofciufko,  at  the  head  of  his  brave 
Poles,  on  the  10th  of  Oclober  attacked  Fcrfen  with  un- 
daunted intrepidity.  The  courage  difplayed  by  the  Ruflians 
was  not  inferior,  and  they  had  the  advantages  of  fuperior 
numbers  and  difcipline.    After  a  conflict  of  five  hours  the 
Poles  were  totally  overpowered  ;  and  Kofciufko  himfelf, 
having  received  a  dangerous  wound,  was  obliged  to  fur- 
render.    The  fate  of  Poland  was  inftantly  decided.  The 
generals  Fcrfen  and  Suwarrow,  after  effecting  their  pro- 
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pofed  junction,  proceeded  to  Warfaw,  defended  by  Ma- 
dalinfki  and  other  brave  officers — a  formidable  line  of  bat- 
teries being  oppofed  to  the  enemy.    But  the  ferocious  Su- 
warrow  was  not  to  be  intimidated  by  any  obftacles,  and  he 
immediately  ordered  his  foldicrs  to  mount  to  the  aflault  in 
the  fame  manner  as  at  Ifmail,  ufing  only  the  fabre  and 
bayonet.  After  a  fevere  conteft  of  eight  hours  all  refiftance 
on  the  part  of  the  Poles  ceafed,  and  the  carnage  was  con- 
verted into  a  maflacre.    But  the  mod  remarkable  circum- 
ftance  in  the  conduct  of  this  horrid  bufinefs  is,  that  nearly 
ten  hours  after  the  Ruffians,  apparently  fatiated  with  blood 
and  (laughter,  had  refted  upon  their  arms,  the  carnage  and 
pillage  of  this  devoted  city  commenced  anew.    The  beauti- 
ful fuburb  of  Praga  was  fet  on  fire,  and  vaft  numbers  not 
only  of  men,  but  of  women  and  children,  periflied  in  the 
flames  or  by  the  fword.    One  of  the  chiefs  of  the  infurrec- 
tion  remaining,  count  Potocki,  was  now  deputed  to  general 
Suwarrow,  to  implore  the  mercy  of  that  mercilefs  barbarian, 
who  received  his  application  with  extreme  haughtinefs,  ob- 
ferving  that  a  treaty  was  unneceflary,  that  the  emprefs  was 
not  at  war  with  the  republic,  and  that  his  commiffion  was 
merely  to  reduce  the  rebellious  fubje&s  of  Poland  to  obe- 
dience.   He  however  deigned  at  length  to  grant  to  the 
prayer  of  Potocki  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  wretched 
remainder  of  the  inhabitants.    But  even  in  this  extreme 
exigency  fome  high-minded  patriots  refufed  to  take  any  part 
in  this  capitulation  5  amongft  the  reft  general  Wawrzecki, 
governor  of  th;  city,  whom  Suwarrow  neverthelefs  re- 
ceived with  unexpected  marks  of  civility,  ordering  his  fword 
to  be  returned  to  him  *,  but  the  haughty  Pole  refufed  to  ac- 
cept the  proffered  boon,  faying,  «  That  his  fword  was  be- 
come ufclefs,  fince  he  had  no  longer  a  Country  to  defend." 

On  the  9th  of  November,  the  Ruffian  commander  made 
his  triumphal  entry  into  Warfaw,  traverfing  that  dreadful 
fcene  of  defolation  and  deftru&ion  in  profound  and  terrific 
filence.    Having  made  a  folitude,  he  called  it  peace.  That 
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the  impiety  of  this  tranfa&ion  might  keep  pice  with  the 
barbarity  of  it,  a  folemn  Te  Deum  was  celebrated  on  the  ift 
of  December,  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  imperial  arms  of  RufEa, 
and  the  offerings  of  guilt  were  prefented  on  altars  polluted 
by  profanenefs,  and  red  with  human  gore.  The  Polifh 
chiefs,  Kofciufko,  Pptocki,  &c.  were  fent,  under  a  ftrong 
military  cfcort,  to  Peterfburgh,  apd  thrown  into  dungeons  ; 
and  the  unhappy  monarch  himfelf  was  ordered  to  repair 
firft  to  Grodno,  and  then  to  Peterfburgh,  where,  in  a 
fhort  time,  he  died,  without  exciting,  after  the  high  hopes 
on  very  flender  grounds  conceived  of  him  in  the  commence? 
ment  of  his  reign,  the  flighted  either  of  efteem  or  regret.* 
A  third  and  final  partition  of  the  unfortunate  kingdom  of 
Poland,  after  a  fhort  interval,  took  place,  conformably  to 
a  new  convention  between  the  crowns  qf  Ruffia  and  Pruf- 
fia,  to  which  Auftria  acceded}  and  the  very  name  of 
Poland  was  from  this  time  blotted  out  from  the  map  of 
Europe.  Such  were  the  exploits  performed  on  the  eaflern 
fide  of  Chriftendom  by  the  high  a*hd  very  dear  allies  of 
England,  jointly  engaged  with  her  in  a  confederacy  which 
had  for  its  profefTed  object  the  reftoration  of  religion,  of 
focial  order,  and  regular  government— exploits  which  in- 

.  finitely  exceeded  in  atrocity  and  barbarity  any  crimes 
which,  furrounded  as  fhc  was  with  enemies,  and  irritated 

*  by  every  fpecies  of  provocation,  had  been  in  the  very  criGs, 
of  her  revolution  perpetrated  by  the  atheifts  and  anarchifts, 
of  France. 

The  crowns  of  Sweden  and  Denmark  ftill  perfevered 
in  their  wife  determination  of  obferving  a  perfect  impar- 
tiality during-  the  prefent  war ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  this 
year,  (March  27,  1794,)  a  convention  was  concluded  be* 
tween  them,  by  which  they  agreed  to  protect  the  freedom 
of  commerce  in  the  Baltic  on  the  principles  of  the  armed 

neutrality 

•  Stan&aus  PontatowJkt,  late  king  of  Poland  and  grand- duke  of  Lithua- 
nia, died  at  Peterfburgh,  February  ia,  1798. 
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neutrality  of  1780,  by  equipping  jointly  a  fleet  of  fixteen 
(hips  of  the  line,  in  equal  proportions,  for  that  fervice ; 
and  by  the  tenth  article  the  Baltic  is  declared  to  be  a  neutral 
fea,  abfolutely  and  altogether  inacceflible  to  the  armed  fhips 
of  the  difFerent  and  diftant  powers  at  war. 

The  prudence  and  eircumfpec'tion  of  the  American  go- 
vernment could  not  prevent  thofe  diftant  ftates  from  being 
involved  in  the  troubles  which  fo  violently  agitated  the 
European  kingdoms.  General  Wafhington,  prefident  of 
the  Union,  in  hi?  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  congrefs,  De- 
cember 3,  17931  urgea*  upon  them  the  neceffity  of  placing 
the  country  in  a  condition  of  complete  felf-defence.  "  The 
United  States,"  faid  this  truly  great  man,  "  ought  not  to  in- 
dulge a  perfuafion  that,  contrary  to  the  order  of  human 
events,  they  wiU  for  ever  keep  at  a  diftance  thofc  painful  ap- 
peals to  arms  with  which  the  hiftory  of  every  other  nation 
abounds.  There  is  a  rank  due  to  the  United  States  among 
nations,  which  will  be  withheld,  if  not  abfolutely  loft,  by 
the  reputation  of  weaknefs.  If  we  4c fire  to  avoid  infult 
we  mud  be  able  to  repel  it.  If  we  defire  to  fecure  peace, 
one  of  the  moil  powerful  inftruments  of  our  rifing  profpe- 
rity,  it  muft  be  known  that  wc  are  at  all  times  ready  for 
war." 

Thefe  expreflions,  though  they  bore  relation  alfo  to 
England  and  Spain,  were  underftood  to  be  chiefly  pointed 
againft  the  government  of  'France,  whofe  ambaflador, 
citizen  Genet,  a  hot-headed  zealot  of  Jacobinifm,  and  one 
Duplaine,  received  in  the  capacity  of  vice-conful  of  France, 
had  conducted  themfclves  with  extreme  difrefpe£t  and  in- 
decorum to  the  executive  power  5  infomuch,  that  the  pre- 
fident had  thought  it  neceflary  to  publifti  letters-patent,  de- 
claring, that  he  no  longer  recognifed  Duplahie  as  fuftain- 
ing  any  official  character.  Upon  which  Genet  wrote  in 
a  moft  infolcnt  ftyle  to  Mr.  Jefferfon,  fecretary  of  (late, 
protefting  againft  the  validity  of  this  difmiffion,  and  al- 
leging 
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leging  that  the  conftitution  of  the  United  States  has  not 
given  the  preGdent  the  right  which  he  afiumed.  «  If," 
faid  this  great  diplomatic  luminary,  "  it  is  an  a&  merely 
arbitrary,  it  is  amongft  the  clafs  of  acts  of  aggreuion,  and 
becomes  a  caufe  of  war.  I  do  not  recollect  what  the  worm- 
eaten  writings  of  Grotius,  Puffendorf,  or  Vattel,  fay  on 
the  fubject  I  thank  God  I  have  forgotten  what  thefc  hired 
jurifprudifts  have  written  upon  the  rights  of  nations  at  a 
period  when  all  were  enchainedV' 

On  the  5th  of  December  the  preGdent  fent  a  meflage  to 
the  two  houfes,  containing  a  formal  complaint  of  the  be- 
haviour of  the  French  minifler,  but  at  the  fame  time  ac- 
knowledging, in  very  explicit  terms,  the  friendly  attach- 
ment manifefted  by  the  French  republic  in  the  general 
tenor  of  its  conduct  towards  America—"  that  they  had 
given  advantages  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States,  and  made  overtures  for  placing  thofe  ad- 
vantages on  permanent  ground  ;  and  he  exprefled  his  firm 
conviction  that  the  government  of  France  will  not  fuffer 
them  to  remain  long  cxpofed  to  the  infults  of  a  perfon  who 
has  fo  little  refpected  die  mutual  difpofitions  of  the  two 
nations."  He  takes  notice,  however,  of  the  feizures  of 
American  vefiels  with  enemy's  goods  on  board,  both  by  the 
French  and  Englilh,  in  violation  of  what  he  apprehended 
to  be  the  true  principles  of  neutrality,  and  that  representa- 
tions had  been  made  to  the  belligerent  powers  to  obtain 
redrefs  for  the  paft,  and  more  effectual  provifiona  againft 
the  future.  Alfo,  that  on  the  fubjects  of  mutual  intereft 
between  America  and  Spain,  negotiations  and  conferences 
were  at  that  time  depending. 

The  outrages  neverthelefs  committed  by  the  BritiGS  armed 
vefiels  and  cruizers  on  the  American  traders,  in  confequence 
of  the  famous  order  of  council  dated  November,  1793* 
were  fo  enormous,  the  encroachments  made  by  the  govern- 
ments of  Canada  upon  the  American  territory  were  fo 
flagrant,  and  the  indifpoGtion  of  the  court  of  London  to 
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deliver  up  the  forts  upon  the  great  lakes,  conformably  to 
the  treaty  of  1783,  was  fo  openly  manifefted,  that  the 
prefident,  in  a  meflage  to  congrefs,  dated  April  16,  1794* 
declared  to  the  American  legiflature,  that  the  afpect  of 
their  affairs  with  Great  Britain  was  very  ferious ;  and  he 
at  the  fame  time  communicated  to  them  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Jay,  who  held  the  high  office  of  chief  juftice  of  the 
United  States,  as  envoy  extraordinary  to  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty.  "  A  miffion  like  this,"  faid  the  prefident,  "  while  . 
it  correfponds  with  the  folemnity  of  the  occafion,  will  an- 
nounce to  the  world  a  folicitude  for  a  friendly  adjuftment 
of  our  complaints,  and  a  reluctance  to  hoftility." 

Several  circumstances  at  tliis  period  concurred  to  excite 
the  ftrongeft  fufpicions  in  the  minds  of  the  Americans  of 
the  evil  defigns  of  the  Britifli  court,  which,  with  impotent 4 
malignity,  refented  the  good  underftanding  uniformly  kept 
up  by  the  republic  of  America  with  the  republic  of  France, 
notwithstanding  the  occafional  abufes  and  excefles  of  the 
French  government.  In  a  talk  or  conference  held  by  lord 
Dorchcfter,  late  fir  Guy  Carleton,  with  the  Indian  chiefs 
of  Lower  Canada  in  February,  1 794,  the  governor  declared, 
that  he  fhould  not  be  furprifed  if  the  king  their  father 
were  to  be  at  war  with  the  people  of  the  United  States 
before  the  end  of  the  year — «  You  arc  witnefs,  children," 
faid  he  to  the  chieftains,  "  that  on  our  part  wc  have  acted 
in  the  mod  peaceable  manner,  and  borne  the  language  of 
the  United  States  with  patience;  and,  I  believe,  our 
patience  is  almoft  exhauftcd." — An  infurrection  having 
broken  out  in  the  weftern  territory  in  confequence  of  the 
recent  introduction  of  the  excife  laws  among  that  rude 
people,  the  infurgents  threatened,  that  if  the  tax  in  quef- 
tionwas  not  repealed,  they  would  place  themfelves  under 
.  the  protection  of  Great  Britain.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
fummer  they  were,  however,  reduced  to  fubmiflion.  With 
a  view,  as  it  appeared,  to  co-operate  with  thefe  infurgents, 
the  Indian  nations  to  the  northward  made  a  defperate  in- 
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curfion  into  the  weftern  territory.  Genera!  Wayne,  being 
fent  with  an  armed  force  to  repel  this  attack  about  the 
middle  of  Auguft,  penetrated  to  the  Miami  river,  on  the 
banks  of  which,  to  his  utter  furprife,  he  difcovered  a  fort 
erected  and  garrifoned  by  the  Britifh  fettlers  of  Detroit 
and  Canadian  militia ;  and  under  the  cannon  of  this  fort 
the  Indians  routed  and  purfued  by  Wayne  fought  and 
found  refuge.  Major  Campbell,  governor  of  the  fort, 
wrote  to  general  Wayne  to  know  the  caufc  of  his  hoftile 
approach  to  a  garrifon  appertaining  to  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty.  The  American  general  in  reply,  aflerted,  "  that  he 
knew  of  no  aft  of  hoftility  excepting  that  committed  by  the 
major  in  creeling  a  fortification  within  the  acknowledged 
boundary  of  the  United  States,  which  he  fummoned  him 
forthwith  to  furreader,  and  withdraw  within  the  limits  of 
the  Briti(h  territory.  Major  Campbell,  with  laudable  dis- 
cretion, informed  general  Wayne,  "  that  being  a  military 
officer  merely  he  had  no  authority  to  enter  into  any  difcuf- 
fion  of  right,  but  that  he  was  confident  the  difference  would 
be  amicably  adjufted  between  their  feveral  governments  •/ 
and  on  this  aflurance  general  Wayne,  with  equal  modera- 
tion, drew  off  his  troops. 

In  the  fouthern  colonies  alfo  the  American  government 
had  ftrong  ground  to  fufpeft  that  the  Creek  and  Seneca 
Indians  had  been  tampered  with  by  the  Britifh  agents,  to 
engage  in  a  war  again  ft  the  Americans  \  but  all  thefe  caufes 
of  difference  were  referred  to  the  well-known  addrefs  and 
management  of  Mr.  Jay. 

Nearly  at  the  fame  time  the  prcfident  nominated,  as  mi- 
nifter-plenipotentiary  to  the  French  government,  Mr.  James 
Monroe,  a  man  of  a  cool  and  difpafhonate  temper,  of  ex- 
cellent parts,  and  a  finccre  friend  to  the  caufe  of  Gallic 
as  well  as  of  American  liberty.  He  arrived  at  Paris  im- 
mediately after  the  fall  of  the  Robefpierrian  faction,  and  at 
his  firft  audience  (Auguft  15,  1794)  he  was  received  with 
the  mod  cordial  tokens  of  efteem  and  affection.    «  The 
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French  people,"  faid  the  prefident  of  the  Convention,  in 
his  anfwer  to  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Monroe,  "  have  not  for- 
gotten, that  it  is  to  the  Americans  they  owe  the  beginning 
of  liberty.  It  was  by  admiring  the  fublime  infurre&ion  of 
the  American  people  againft  Albion,  once  fo  proud,  now 
fo  degraded, — it  was  by  taking  arms  themfelves  to  fecond 
the  courageous  efforts  of  that  infurre&ion, — it  was  by  ce- 
menting the  independence  of  America  with  the  blood  of 
their  braveft  .warriors,  that  the  French  people  learned  to> 
break  the  fceptre  of  tyranny  in  their  turn,  and  to  ere&  the 
(latue  of  Liberty  on  the  ruins  of  a  throne  founded  on  four- 
teen centuries  of  corruption  and  crimes." 


BOOK 


Digitized  by  Google 


GEORGE  III. 


BOOK  XV. 

Wonderful  Acquifitions  of  France  during  the  War.    Seffion  of 
Parliament,  1 795*    King* s  Speech  holds  out  bold  and  fal- 
lacious Hopes  of  Succefs.    Defection  of  Mr.  Wilberforce9 
and  other  Partizans  of  the  Mintftryy  from  the  Sv/lem  of 
the  Court.    Caufes  of  the  National  Delufon.    Sufpenfion  of 
the  Habeas-Corpus  Act  renewed.    Loan  granted  to  the  Em- 
peror.   Statement  of  the  National  Finances.    Motion  of 
Mr.  Grey   refpecting  Peace — Inftdioufy    counteracted  by 
Mr.  Pitt.    Similar  Motion  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford—Re- 
je&ed  by  the  Peers.    Refolutions  moved  by  Air.  Grey  and 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  alfo  negatived.    Motion  by  Air.  Fox 
to  inquire  into  the  State  of  the  Nation  evaded.  Motions 
ref peeling  the  Recall  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam  from  Ireland  ne- 
gatived.   Pacific  Alotion  by  Mr.  Wilberforce  negatived. 
Alarriage  Ejlablijhment  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  Alotion 
for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave-Trade  rejected.    Acquittal  of 
Mr.  Hajlings.    Termination  of  the  Seffton.    Proceedings  of 
the  Irijh  Parliament — Appointment  of  Earl  Camden  to  the 
Government  —  Catholic-Emancipation  Bill  rejected — Dif- 
fracted State  of  the  Country.     Military  Transactions. 
Shattered  Remains  of  the  Duke  of  Tork's  Army  embarked 
for  England.    Peace  between  France  and  Pruffia — Alfo 
between  France  and  Spain.    Surrender  of  Luxemburg.  In- 
dccifive  Operations  on  the  Rhine.    Naval  Engagement  off 
the  Coafi  of  Corftca.    Skilful  Retreat  cf  Admiral  Cornwallis. 
French  Squadron  defeated  by  Lord  Bridport.    The  Iflands 
of  St.  EuJIatius  and  St.  Lucia  recovered  by  the  French. 
War  againjl  the  Maroons  in  Jamaica.     Cape  of  Good  Hope 
captured  by  the  Eng/i/h.     State  cf  Affairs  in  France.  Re- 
vengeful Proceedings  of  the  Gironde  Faclion.  Difajlrcus 
Expedition  to  La  Vender    Death  of  the  Dauphin.  New 
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Conftitution  of  France.  Dijfolution  of  the  Convention. 
Treaty  of  Commerce  ftgned  between  Great  Britain  and 
America.  Defenfve  Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ruffia.  Brffion  of  Parliament  held  in  Corjsca.  Petitions 
from  the  Cities  of  London ,  Tork,  Norwich ,  &c.  again/} 
the  War.  Difurbances  in  the  City  of  Wefminfter.  Pop- 
Gun  Plot  revived.  Popular  Meetings  attended  by  vafc 
Multitudes  at  Chalk-Farm,  &c. 

— 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  year  1794,  the  French,  after 
repelling  with  heroic  courage  the  early  attack  of  the  allied 
powers  upon  their  northern  frontier,  found  themfelves  in 
the  poffefGon  of  the  whole  of  Flanders  and  Brabant.  The 
Auftrians  were  driven  by  them,  with  dreadful  daughter, 
acrofs  the  Meufe,  and  the  EngliOi  and  Dutch  beyond  the 
Waal ;  and  they  only  waited  lor  the  fetting-in  of  the  froft, 
to  pafs  the  great  rivers  into  the  territory  of  the  United 
Provinces.  On  the  fide  of  Germany  they  had  conquered 
the  three  ecclefiaftical  electorates  of  Mentz,  Treves,  and 
Cologne  \  the  principality  of  Liege  ;  the  duchies  of  Cleves, 
Juliers,  and  Deux-Ponts;  the  bifhoprics  of  Spires  and 
Worms  ;  the  far  greater  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  elec- 
tor-palatine ;  and,  m  general,  all  the  Hither  Germany 
bounded  by  the  Rhine.  On  the  fide  of  Italy  they  occu- 
pied the  duchy  of  Savoy  and  a  great  part  of  Piedmont,  the 
city  and  county  of  Nice,  and  the  principality  of  Monaco. 
On  that  of  Spain,  the  greater  part  of  the  frontier  provinces 
of  Bifcay  and  Catalonia,  with  their  ports,  cities,  magazines, 
arfenals,  and  founderies.  The  Spanifh  armies  had  been 
defeated  in  many  bloody  fucceflivc  contefts  •,  no  military 
force  could  now  be  collected  in  any  degree  competent  to 
encounter  the  republican  tioops  in  the  field  *,  and  the 
Catholic  king,  trembling  upon  his  throne,  feemed  already 
to  anticipate  the  horrors  of  an  approaching  revolution. 

The  territories  fubducd  by  the  arms  of  the  republic  were 
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computed  to  contain  thirteen  millions  of  inhabitants :  and 
in  twcnty-fevcn  pitched  battles,  beGdes  an  innumerable 
multitude  of  inferior  actions,  they  had  flain  80,000  of 
their  enemies,  and  taken  more  than  90,000  prifoners  > 
alfo  immenfe  quantities  of  ammunition  and  (lores*  with 
3,800  pieces  of  cannon. 

On  the  30th  of  December,  1794,  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  was  convened,  when  the  monarch,  whofe  natural  be- 
neficence of  difpoGtion  and  Undeviating  rectitude  of  inten- 
tion were  rendered  wholly  unavailing  by  the  evil  counfels  of 
men,  untaught  by  experience,  and  now  grown  obftinate 
in  error,  hefitated  not  to  inform  the  two  houfes,  «  that, 
notwithftandingthe  difappointments  and  reverfes  which  the 
allied  armies  had  experienced  in  the  courfc  of  the  lad  cam- 
paign, he  retained  a  firm  conviction  of  die  neceflity  of  per-* 
lifting  in  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  juft  and  neceffary 
war  in  which  the  nation  was  engaged." — By  way  of  en- 
couragement to  his  faithful  parliament,  neverthelefs,  his 
majefty  was  pleafed  to  remark,  "  that,  in  confidering  the 
fituation  of  their  enemies,  they  would  not  fail  to  obferve 
that  the  efforts  which  had  led  to  their  fuccefles,  and  the 
unexampled  means  by  which  alone  thofe  efforts  could  havtf 
been  fupported,  have  produced  among  themfelves  the  per- 
nicious effects  which  were  to  be  expected  ;  and  that  every 
thing  which  had  pafled  in  the  interior  of  the  country  had 
fhown  the  progreflive  and  rapid  decay  of  their  refources, 
and  the  inftability  of  every  part  of  that  violent  and  unna- 
tural fyftem,  which  is  equally  ruinous  to  France  and  in- 
compatible with  the  tranquillity  of  other  nations." — His 
majefty  farther  declared,  "  that  he  mould  omit  no  oppor- 
tunity of  concerting  the  operations  of  the  next  campaign 
with  fuch  of  the  powers  of  Europe  as  were  imprefled  with 
the  fame  fenfe  of  the  neceflity  of  vigor  and  exertion.  He 
mentioned  his  acceptance  of  the  crown  and  fovtreignty 
of  Corfica  •,  he  announced  to  them  the  happy  event  of  the 
marriage  of  his  fon,  the  prince  of  Wales,  with  the  princd* 
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Caroline,  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwic  ;  and  he  con- 
cluded with  exprefling  his  confident  hope,  that,  under  the 
protection  of  Providence,  and  with  conftancy  and  perfe- 
vcrance  on  our  part,  the  principles  of  final  order>  of  mora- 
lity and  religion^  would  ultimately  be  fuccefsful ;  and  that 
his  faithful  people  would  be  rewarded  for  their  prefent  ex- 
ertions and  facrifices  by  the  deliverance  of  Europe  from  the 
greateft  danger  with  which  it  had  been  threatened  fince  the 
eftablifhment  of  civilized  fociety." 

Addreffes  being  brought  forward,  in  the  ufual  ftyle  of 
complaifance,  an  amendment  was  propofcd  in  the  houfe  of 
peers  by  the  earl  of  Guildford,  who,  at  the  clofc  of  a 
fpecch  of  excellent  fenfe  and  found  reafoning,  moved 
"  that  his  majefty  be  requefted  and  advifed  by  that  houfe 
to  take  the  earlieft  means  of  fecuring  a  peace,  and  that  no 
obftacle  might  arife  from  the  nature  of  the  French  govern- 
ment. Holland,,,  hislordfhip  affirmed,  "could only  be  faved 
by  a  peace  :  and  he  urged  the  impracticability  of  attaining 
what  appeared  to  be  the  prefent  object  of  the  war,  the 
dictating  of  a  government,  to  France.  In  military  opera- 
tions, and  in  political  negotiations,  the  miniftry  had  equally 
failed  \  and,  as  he  had  never  been  fatisfied  of  the  wifdom 
of  entering  into  the  war,  he  could  not  now  admit  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  perfevering  in  it." — The  marquis  of  Lanfdown 
declared,  "  that  he  could  fee  no  difficulty  in  treating  with 
France  at  the  prefent  period,  and  adverted  with  contempt . 
to  the  old  and  hacknied  objection  that  there  was  no  power 
exifting  there  to  treat  with. .  When  perfons  wanted  to  make 
up  a  quarrel,  when" there  was  a  Cncere  defire  for  reconci- 
liation on  both  fides,  the  means  of  effecting  it  would  al- 
ways be  found.  France,  a  mid  ft  all  its  change  of  parties, 
had  not  falfificd  its  engagements,  fince  the  revolution, 
with  any  foreign  ftate."  The  amendment  was,  after  a  fpU 
rited  debate,  rejected  by  a  majority  cf  107  to  12  voices 
only. 
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The  debate  on  the  fame  fubje&,  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, excited  dill  more  of  the  public  attention.  Na 
fooncr  was  the  addrefs  read,  than  Mr.  Wilberforce,  an 
intimate  friend  of  the  minifter,   and  who  had  hitherto 
warmly  fupported  him  in  all  his  meafures,  rofe  and  ob~ 
jectcd  to  it,  as  pledging  the  houfe  to  profecute  the  war  till 
there  was  a  counter-revolution  in  France.    He  obferved, 
«♦  *Lat  there  was  nothing  in  his  majefty's  fpeeeh  in  the  lead 
pacificatory  v  although  the  Jacobine  fyfocm,  fo  hoftile  to* 
this  country,  was  deftroyed,  and  there  appeared  an  aflump- 
tion  at  leaft  of  moderation  on  the  part  of  the  new  rulers 
of  that  country.    The  confederacy  againft  France  alfo  was 
now  diilbived,  and  her  internal  diforders  appeafed.  How 
then  could  we  conquer  a  people  who  had  refilled  with 
fuch  fuccefs,  when  alia i led  by  the  combined  force  of  Eu- 
rope from  without,  and  when  didra£ted  with  infurre&ions 
from  within  ?    The  retrofpedt,  of  our  affairs  was  bad,  but 
the  profpeft  before  us  was  (till  worfe.    Like  the  waves  of 
the  ocean,  the  armies  of  France  feem  rapidly  overthrowing 
every  thing  that  dand*  irt  their  way.    Regardlefs  of  flightcr 
differences,  they  look  merely  to  the  Convention,  and  thought 
themfelves  bound  to  adhere  to  what  they  perceived  would 
alone  keep  the  country  together.    This  circumftance  it  was 
which  had  firft  daggered  his  opinion  with  relation  to  the 
probability  of  ultimate  fuccefs  in  this  contefl.     He  was 
well  aware  of  the  impoflibility  of  forcing  a  government 
upon  France,  when  France  was  united  in  opinion  and  in 
act.  *,  and  he  (erupted  not  to  add,  that,  though  a  friend  to 
monarchy,  he  did  not  thick  that  a  monarchy  would  be  the 
fitted  form  of  government  for  France,  in  prefent  circum- 
dances,  as  the  current  of  prejudice  fet  fo  drongly  againft 
it. — Mr.  Wilberforce  faid,  he  did  not  think  the  country 
would  be  at  all  debafed  by  a  declaration  for  peace.  True 
magnanimity  confided  in  acting,  with  propriety  under  every 
circumdance,  refolutely  determining  to  change  the  mode 
of  conduct  whenever  it  is  required  by  an  alteration  in  the 
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ft  ate  of  affairs.  Thofe  who  thought  it  fo  eafy  to  effect  a 
counter-revolution  in  France  fhould  recollect  that  revo- 
lutionary principles  had  now  been  fix  years  prevalent  in 
that  country,  and  that  a  new  generation  was  rifing  up  who 
had  been  educated  in  and  familiarized  to  them.  Equitable 
propofals  for  a  negotiation  would  at  all  events  be  beneficial 
to  this  kingdom.  If  rejected,  every  pcrfon  would  unite  with 
government  in  Currying  on  with  vigor  what  would  then  be  a 
juft  and  neceflary  war."  Mr.  Wilberforcc  concluded  a  fpeech, 
candid  from  its  acknowledgment  of  error,  and  imprcflive  be- 
caufr  it  applied  itfelf  to  the  common  fenfe  and  common  feel- 
ings of  his  auditors,  with  moving  an  amendment  to  the  ad- 
drefs  fimilar  in  purport  to  that  of  the  earl  of  Guildford.  In 
thefe  fentiments  he  was  fupporteo1  very  ftrongly  by  feveral 
mod  refpe&able  independent  members  of  the  houfc,  who 
had  hitherto  voted  with  adminiftration.  Mr.  Bankes  faid* 
"  the  expectation  of  overturning  the  French  republic  was, 
in  his  opinion,  abfurd  ;  and  if  we  were  not  to  treat  with 
France  till  the  overthrow  of  that  kind  of  government,  the 
war  might  continue  for  ever." — Sir  Richard  Hill  ftrongly 
recommended  peace  ;  or,  if  that  were  unattainable,  at  leaft 
the  withdrawment  of  our  troops  from  the  continent.  The 
object  of  the  continental  war  had  been  ftated  in  one  word — 
security.  If  it  were  aflced  what  had-  we  gained  by  that 
war,  ihort  as  had  been  the  period  of  its  duration,  it  might 
be  anfwered  in  one  word — ruin." 

Mr.  Pitt  arofe  in  vifible  emotion  to  vindicate  the  lan- 
guage and  fentiments  contained  in  the  addrefs ;  and,  in 
the  courfe  of  a  florid  and  plaufible  fpcech,  put  in  prac- 
tice all  his  infidious  arts  to  make  the  worfc  appear  the 
better  reafon,  and  thus,  at  the  critical  moment  of  refolve, 
to  perplex  and  dafh  matured  counfels.  "  His  majefty's 
fpeech,"  Mr.  Pitt  affirmed,  "  did  not  pledge  the  houfc 
never  to  make  peace  with  the  republican  government  of 
Trance,   though  he  had   no  idea  of  a  fuure  peace  .till 
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the  return  of  the  monarchy,*  which  he  thought  the  beil 
form  of  government  for  all  the  nations  of  Europe.  The 
change  which  had  taken  place  in  France  was  a  change  not 
in  fubftance,  but  merely  in  name.  Peace,  could  it  be  at- 
tained, would  not  place  us  in  a  fituation  of  confidence. 
We  mud  on  the  contrary  increafe  our  precautions.  Hofti- 
lities  would  begin  again  in  a  fhort  time,  and  as  foon  a* 
France  faw  our  military  force  diminifhed  ;  and  we  (hould 
be  again  oppofed  to  aa  enemy  who  might  have  found  it 
as  difficult  to  difband  his  armies  as  we  (hould  to  obtain  frcuS 
forces.  Even  if  difpofed  to  peace,  their  rulers  would  be 
compelled  by  fear  to  give  them  new  employment.  If  we 
diftblved  the  continental  confederacy,  we  could  not  again 
hope  to  fee  it  rcflored  \  we  (hould  then  be  expo  fed  alone  to 
the  fury  of  France.  Ought  we  to  leave  the  Austrian 
Netherlands  in  pofleflion  of  the  French  ?  The  fafety 
of  the  Dutch  depended  upon  our  continuance  of  the  war." 

Mr.  Pitt  traverfed  once  more  the  old  road  of  argument, 
declamation*  and  inve&ive,  with  his  accuftomed  power  of 
language  ;  but  fearing,  no  doubt,  that  the  efficacy  of  this 
political  cbarlatanifme  might  be  impaired  by  too  frequent 
ufe,  he  took  at  the  clofe  of  his  fpeech,  in  a  great  meafure, 
new  ground;  and  ventured  roundly  to  aflert,  that,  not- 
withflanding  the  extenfive  conquefts  of  France,  fhe  had 
fuffercd  more  in  permanent  value  and  prefent  means  than 
the  lofles  of  all  the  allies  united  together.  The  refources 
of  the  French,  the  means  of  their  immenfe  pecuniary  ex- 
penditure, were  requifition  and  arreft  of  property.  Such 
a  fyftcm  could  only  be  produced  by  defpotifm,  and  fup- 
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*  From  the  aera  of  the  Revolution  of  xtfS?,  io  England,  to  the  yea* 
1783,  being  a  period  of  95  yean,  the  two  nations  of  Great  Britain  and 
France  had  been  in  a  (late  of  war  no  left  than  40  of  them.  What  there* 
fore,  it  may  be  permitted  to  afic,  according  to  Mr.  Pitt's  rules  of  political 
calculation,  conftituted  thatfupcrior  fecurity  for  the  continuance  of  peace  tu> 
der  a  monarchy  rather  than  a  republic? 
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ported  'by  terror.  The  expenditure  of  the  French  had,  he 
faid,  fince  the  revolution,  amounted  to  320  millions.  Was  it 
then  likely  (he  mould  fee  this  country  fir  ft  exhausted  ?  This 
expenditure  they  had  been  enabled  to  bear  only  by  the  crea- 
tion of  unlimited  paper  credit.  But  ail  the  debates  of  the 
Convention  proved  that  they  could  not  increafe  the  emiflion 
of  this  paper  without  ruin.  Mr.  Pitt  recapitulated  the 
proceedings  of  the  French,  Tcfpecting  finance,  to  (hew  that 
they  could  not  maintain  their  alugnats  without  contracting 
their  expenfes  and  diminifhing  their  forces.  To  prefs  them 
now  with  vigor  would  compel  them  to  iflue  more  aflignatsj 
and  thus  rapidly  exhauft  their  means  and  accelerate  their 
ruin,  which  Mr.  Pitt  predicted  to  be  imminent  and  ine- 
vitable ; — and,  in  fact,  they  were  already,  as  he  affirmed; 
not  only  on  the  verge,  but  in  the  gulf  of  bankruptcy. 
The  houfe  divided  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  for  the 
amendment  75,  againft  it  246* 

Great  as  the  influence  of  the  crown  may  be  fuppofed  in 
the  houfe  of  comnfons,  it  isimpoflible  to  attribute  the  vaft 
majorities  of  the  prefent  minifter,  particularly  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  war  with  France,  to  the  ope- 
ration of  xhat  influence  merely.  Eloquence,  that  fatal  ta- 
lent when  mifapplied,  will  of  itfelf  produce  mighty  effects  j 
and  it  muft  be  remarked,  that  the  eloquence  of  Mr.  Pitt 
lias  ever  been  exerted  in  unifon  with  the  rooted  prejudices 
of  the  houfe  and  of  the  nation,  and  in  no  one  inftance  has 
it  ever  been  employed  to  counteract  a  popular  error.  Ha- 
tred to  France  is  a  political  chord,  which  vibrates  to  every 
touch  5  and  when  that  mafter-paflion  is,  by  the  force  of 
imagination,  connected  with  a  reverence  to  religion,  refpect 
to  morals,  to  focia)  order,  to  regular  government,  and,  in 
a  word,  to  all  the  ties  which  unite  the  different  claffes  of 
men  in  the  bonds  of  civilization  and  humanity,  it  muft  re- 
quire comparatively  fmall  (kill  to  guide  and  direct  the  ef-  . 
fects  of  it.  The  generous  folicitude  which  tranficntly 
{hewed  itfelf  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  French  nation,  in  their 
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efforts  to  eflablifh  a  free  conftitution,  was  fuddenly  and 
totally  abforbed  in  the  horror  excited  by  their  fubfequent 
enormities,  without  fufficiently  confidering  the  provoca- 
tions which  gave  rife  to  them,  or,  what  was  of  flill  greater 
moment,  that  a  whole  nation  ought  not  to  be  execrated  for 
the  offences  of  comparatively  a  few  individuals.  What  are 
ufually  flyled  the  crimes  of  France  are,  in  deed  and  in 
truth,  for  the  mod  part,  only  her  misfortunes  and  cala- 
mities and  they  are  no  doubt  as  much  the  fubjc&  of 
abhorrence  and  deteftation  with  the  great  mafs  of  the 
people  in  that  country  as  in  this.  Is  it  poffible  to  prefer 
anarchy  to  tranquillity,  oppreffion  to  protection,  or  ma- 
levolence to  benignity  ?  So  long  as  the  pafhons  x>f  that 
high-fpirited  nation  are  inflamed  and  exafperated  by  op- 
pofition,  fo  long  will  they  be  more  or  lefs  chargeable 
with  exceffes  moral  and  political — fo  long  will  they  re- 
main  ftrangers  to  the  countlcfs  and  invaluable  blcf- 
Cngs  of  liberty  :  for  genuine  liberty  can  in  no  clime,  age, 
or  country,  ever  be  feparated  from  the  control  of  law, — 
liberty  itfelf  being  the  law  of  reafon,  of  juftice,  and  of  hu- 
manity. And,  «  Oh  Law  !"  underflood  in  this  its  be  ft 
and  higheft  fenfe,  to  ufe  the  fublime  language  of  a  juftly- 
admired  writer,  "  no  lefs  can  be  faid  than  that  her  feat  is 
the  bofom  of  God,  her  voice  the  harmony  of  the  world  ; 
all  things  in  heaven  and  earth  do  her  homage, — the  very 
.  leaft  as  feeling  her  care,  the  greateft  as  not  exempted  from 
her  power.  Both  angels  and  men,  and  creatures  of  what 
condition  foever,  though  each  in  different  fort  and  manner, 
yet  all,  with  uniform  confent,  admiring  her  as  the  mother 
of  their  peace  and  joy."* 

That  the  general  intentions  of  the  Britifh  nation,  or  even 
of  the  Britifh  legiflature,  have  been  upon  the  whole  other- 
wife  than  juft,  is  a  fuppofition  improbable  and  injurious. 

But 

•  Hooker's  EcclcCaflical  Polity,  book  I.  conclufion. 
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But  when  the  power  of  eloquence,  combined  with  the  fc- 
du&ions  of  intereft  and  the  fuggeftions  of  prejudice,  is 
calmly  confidered,  it  cannot  be  a  fubject  of  wonder  -that 
few  minds  are  found  of  firmnefs  fufficient  to  withfland  the 
force  of  the  aflbciation.    As  to  the  grand  confederation  on 
which  Mr.  Pitt  now  profcfTed  to  reft  his  hopes  of  rcftoring 
monarchy  in  France,  which  was  in  this  debate,  for  the  firft 
time,  avowed  to  be,  if  not  an  abfolute  finc-qua-n<m  of 
peace,  one  grand  object  of  the  war,  it  was  evident  (hat  the 
rmnifter,  if  ftneere^  had  been  grofsly  duped  and  deceived  by 
the  fallacious  reafonings  of  certain  French  emigrants,  igno- 
norant  or  intCTefted,  who  had  publifhed  various  trads 
upon  the  fubject  of  the  French  finances fuch  as  one 
D'lvernois,  created  Sir  Francis  D'lvernios,  a  dealer  whole- 
sale and  retail  in  ridiculous  paradoxes  ;  and  M.  Mallet 
du  Pan,  an  ingenious  but  enthufiaftic  writer; — neglect- 
ing the  falutary  but  unpleafant  warnings  and  admonw 
tions  of  .the  celebrated  M.  de  Calonne,  formerly  comp- 
troller-general of  the  finances  in  France,  who,  in  a  mofl 
moil  able  pamphlet,  entided  The  Political  State  of  Europe, 
publifhed  at  this  time,  exprefsly  fays — I  do  repeat,  and 
continually  {hall  repeat,  that  whatever  caufes  would  reduce 
a  regularly-governed  {late  to  the  la  ft  period  of  its  military 
exertions  would  by  no  means  produce  the  fame  effects  on  a 
revolutionary  government,  poffefling  all  the  exifting  means 
and  rcfources  of  the  country.     To  "reduce  them  to  the  laft 
extremity,  there  muft  be  no  land,  no  productions,  no  la- 
bourers, no  foldiers  ;  in  (hort,  no  refources  of  any  kind  in 
the  whole  extent  of  the  territory.    To  rely  on  the  increafe 
of  the  .public  mifery  in  France,  and  to  expect  general  tran- 
quillity as  the  xefult  .of  it,  is  as  if  nations  Jiad  formerly 
thought  themfelves  fecure  from  -the  dev  a  ft  a  tions  of  the 
Huns,  Goths,  and  Vandals,  becaufe  thofe  hordes  of  bar- 
barians had  neither  money  nor  credit,  order  or  difci- 
plmc.,, 

On 
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Op  the  25th  of  January  (1795)  the  attorney-genera! 
moved  for  a  renewal  of  the  fufpenGon  of  the  Habeas- 
Corpus  Act,  in  direct  oppofition  to  the  recorded  verdi&sof 
three  fucceflive  juries  that  no  treafonable  confpiracy  cxifted. 
This  gave  rife  to  a  violent  debate.  Mr.  Lambton,  member 
for  Durham,  declared,  that  though  a  confiding  parliament 
had  lafl  feflion  given  credit  to  his  afiertions,  and  fufpended 
the  Habeas-Corpus  Ad  upon  the  ftrength  of  them,  the 
pcrfons  accufed  of  trcafon  had  been  acquitted,  not  merely 
upon  principles  of  law  but  of  common  fenfe.  The  evi- 
dence had  totally  failed  on  the  part  of  the  crown  lawyers  i 
and  thejr  own  witneffes  had  difproved  their  cafe.  He 
wiflied  to  know  on  what  pretence  minifters  wanted  a  re* 
newal  of  the  bill,  and  demanded  fomc  information  refpetl- 
ing  thefe  hidden  confpiracies. 

«  Quis?  qnid?  Ubi  ?  Quibus  auxlllis  ?  Cur?  Quomodo  ?  Q^iodo  ?" 

Mr.  Hardinge,  a  court  lawyer  on  the  other  fide,  ftrongly 
contended  for  the  exiftence  of  a  confpiracy,  though  no  con* 
fpirators  had  yet  been  found  whom  the  law  had  been 
able  to  reach.  The  late  verdict  of  the  juries  would  of  it- 
felf  encourage  thofe  who  had  embarked  in  thofe  wicked 
counfels.  He  affirmed  that  it  was  no  common  treafon  that 
Jay  before  them — it  was  not  Engliih  but  French  treafon, 
and  proved  by  a  mafs  of  evidence,  which,  though  it  could 
not  effect  conviction  in  the  courts  of  law,  well  warranted 
the  pafling  of  the  Sufpenfion  Bill.  Mr.  Erfkine  remarked* 
that  it  was  beyond  his  ability  to  comprehend  how  there 
could  exift  a  confpiracy  without  confpirators.  A  confpiracy 
in  the  abftract  might  indeed  be  fuppofed  without  known  or 
detected  confpirators;  but  the  authors  of  this  pretended  plot 
had  been  knownby  government,  and  by  the  public  atlarge,fot 
two  years,  and  been  profecuted  without  effect — and  the  ver- 
dicts of  three  juries  completely  negatived  the  confpiracy* 
But  kings  friends>  he  feared,  would  never  be  quiet,  till 
they  had  deftroyed  all  kingly  governments.    Every  lofs  of  ^ 
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power  and  affection  had  uniformly  arifen  from  their  perni- 
cious counfjls. — On  the  divifion,  at  a  very  late  hour,  the 
numbers  were  230  to  53  ;  and  the  bill  being  tranfmitted  to 
the  lords,  paffed  there  by  a  (imilar  majority,  but  accompa- 
nied by  a  vigorous  proteft  fignedby  the  dukes  of  Norfolk 
'  and  Bedford,  and  the  earls  of  Lauderdale  and  Guildford. 
On  the  4th  of  February  Mr.  Pitt  delivered  to  the  houfc 
of  commons  a  meffage  from  his  majefty,  intimating  that  * 
loan  would  be  wanting  to  aid  the  exertions  of  the  emperor 
during  the  next  campaign,  on  the  credit  of  his  hereditary 
dominions,  which  would  probably  require  the  guarantee  of 
the  Britifh  government.  In  the  fubfequent  difcuffton  of 
this  topic,  Mr.  Sheridan  expreffed  a  wi(h  to  obtain  fome 
pofitive  fecurity  from  his  imperial  majefty  that  thofe  ex- 
ertions fliould  be  made  which  were  the  conditions  of  the 
loan ;  and  in  order  to  awaken  the  fenfe  of  honor  in  the 
Auftrian  miniftry,  He  thought  it  might  be  of  importance 
to  come  to  fome  refolve,  expreffive  of  indignation  and  coii- 
,  tempt,  with  refpect  to  the  flagrant  violation  of  faith,  on 
the  part  of  his  Prufiian  majefty ;  and  he  then  moved  a  re- 
folution  to  that  effect.  Mr.  Pitt  allowed  that  the  country 
had  juft  caufe  of  diffatisfaction  in  relation  to  the  king  o( 
Prufrta,  but  thought  the  motion  inexpedient,  and  the  houfe 
paffed  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Mr.  Pitt  then  made  a  florid 
harangue,  enumerating  the  many  and  great  advantages 
England  might  expect  to  reap  from  fo  powerful  a  co- 
operation as  the  loan  in  queftion  would  enable  the  court  of* 
Vienna  to  make.  An  argument  indeed  had  been  adduced  . 
again  ft  this  meafure,  which,  if  carried  to  its  extent,  would 
end  in  the  annihilation  of  every  fyftem  of  alliance.  But 
were  we  never  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  any  monarch  be- 
caufe  one  had  broken  his  faith  ?  It  was  the  intereft  of  the 
emperor  to  fulfil  his  engagements,  and  pride  and  honor 
tailed  upon  him  to  exert  himfelf  with  effect.  Comparing 
the  fum,  4,600,000/.  with  the  afliftance  required,  it  was 
purchaftng  that  affiftance  very  reafonably  5  and  even  if  the 
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whole  weight  of  this  burden  fell  upon  us,  it  would  not  be 
wife  or  politic  to  fufFer  the  defection  of  Auftria  from  the 
confederacy.  Mr.  Pitt  urged  the  advantageous  terms  of  this 
loan,  which,  for  every  300/.  a&ually  advanced,  offered  a 
debenture  of  400/.  upon  the  Bank  of  Vienna,  and  tbt  em- 
peror might  be  fued  in  his  own  courts  J 

Mr.  Fox  denied  that  it  was  the  intereft  of  the  emperor  to 
Continue  the  war,  and  mentioned  the  wretched  ftate  of  the 
imperial  finances,  and  the  utter  inability  of  the  emperor,  as 
was  notorious  from  the  attempts  already  made  on  the  Eng- 
lifh  Exchange,  to  raife  this  loan  without  the  guarantee  of 
England,  by  which  we  made  the  debt  our  own  ;  and  it  was 
eafy  to  forefee  that  every  (hilling  advanced  would  be  irre- 
coverably loft.  He  therefore  objected  to  this  mode  of 
affording  am  (lance,  as  much  worfe  than  that  of  a  fubfidy 
payable  at  dated  periods,  and  over  which  we  fhould  there - 
.  fore  retain  fome  control. — But  the  addrefs,  as  moved  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  anfwer  to  the  royal  meflage,  pafled  by  a  very 
great  majority. 

On  the  23d  of  February  Mr.  Pitt  came  forward  with  his 
annual  ftatement  of  fupplies,  ways,  and  means.  One  hun- 
dred thoufand  feamen  and  a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
landmen,  including  militia,  were  voted  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year.  The  loan  propofed  was  eighteen  millions,  the 
largeft  ever  voted  by  parliament,  for  which  an  equal  capital 
in  the  three-per  cents,  and  fix  millions  in  the  four- per  cents, 
were  created,  and  about  one-half  per  cent,  long  annuity  : 
and  fixteen  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  new  taxes  of  various 
kinds  were  propofed,  all  of  which  pafled  with  trifling  oppo- 
fition  5  and  the  whole  expenfe  of  the  war,  winch  had  as 
yet  laded  two  years  only,  was  moderately  computed,  in- 
cluding the  unfunded  debt,  at  fifty  millions  5  1.  e.  as  much 
as  the  aggregate  expenditure  of  the  ten-years'  glorious  war 
of  queen  Anne,  in  the  courfe  of  which  the  Low  Countries 
were  conquered  for  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  the  empire  faved, 
and  France  itfelf  attacked  and  invaded  on  every  Gde.  But 
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now  how  great  the  contraft !  The  Low  Countries  for  ever 
loft,  Holland  invaded,  and  neither  difpofed  nor  able  to 
refift, — an  Englifh  army,  commanded  by  a  prince  of  the 
blood,  flying  before  the  French,  and  driven  to  take  refuge 
on  board  their  {hips, — Spain,  Italy,  and  Germany,  fuc- 
cefsfully  attacked  bv  the  arms  of  France, — and  Pruflia, 
after  receiving  immenfe  fums  from  England,  bafely  aban- 
doning the  confederacy  (he  herfelf  had  firft  fuggefted  and 
formed,  in  violation  of  her  moil  folemn  engagements : — 
and,  what  was  infinitely  the  worft  of  all,  a  parliament,  not 
poflcfiing  a  fpark  of  the  old  Englifh  fpirit,  loft  to  every  fenfe 
of  national  honor,  funk  into  a  ftate  of  ftupefa&ion,  obfti- 
nately  and  idiotically  confiding  in  a  minifter  whofe  vifionary 
plans  and  projects  had  been  every-where  defeated,  and 
whofe  predictions  had  been  uniformly  falfified— a  minifter 
evidently  deftitute  of  the  talents  neceflary  for  carrying  on 
any  war  but  the  war  of  words — a  bullying,  boafting, 
Bobadil  ftatefman  I 

Various  efforts  were  made,  very  early  in  the  prefent. 
feflion,  to  induce  parliament  to  come  to  fome  general  refo- 
lution  which  might  render  it  neceflary  for  the  executive  go- 
vernment to  fet  on  foot  a  negotiation  for  peace.  On  the 
26th  of  January  Mr.  Grey  moved,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  houfe  that  the  exiftence  of  the  prefent  government  of 
France  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  precluding  at  this  time 
a  negotiation  of  peace."  This  refolution,  Mr.  Grey  (hewed, 
"  was  highly  requiflte,  in  order  to  prove  to  the  French  that 
the  prefent  war  was  not  regarded  by  the  legiflature  as  a  war 
ufque  ad  intemecionem^  however  it  might  be  reprefented  by 
individuals ;  and  averred  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
propofe  any  thing  incompatible  with  any  former  vote,  ad- 
drefs,  or  refolution,  of  the  houfe."  This  motion  was  fo 
feafonable  and  popular,  and  the  impreflion  made  upon  the 
houfe  by  the  late  fpeech  of  Mr.  Wilberforce  was  fuch,  that 
Mr.  Pitt  could  not  venture  to  put  a  direct  negative  upon  it ; 
he  therefore  evaded  the  propofition  by  moving  the  following 
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infidious  amendment : — "  That,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  this  houfe  feels  itfelf  called  upon  to  declare  its  de- 
termination firmly  and  fteadily  to  fupport  his  majefty  in  the 
vigorous  profecution  of  the  prefent  juft  and  necefTary  war, 
as  affording  at  this  time  the  only  reafonable-  expectation  of 
permanent  fecurity  and  peace  to  tliis  country ;  and  that, 
for  the  attainment  of  thefe  obje&s,  this  houfe  relies  with 
equal  confidence  on  his  majefty's  intention  to  employ  vigo- 
roufly  the  force  and  refources  of  the  country  in  fupport  of 
its  eflential  interefls,  and  on  the  defire  uniformly  manifefted 
by  his  majefty  to  effect  a  pacification  on  juft  and  honorable 
grounds  with  any  government  in  France,  under  whatever 
form,  which  (hall  appear  capable  of  maintaining  the  ac- 
cuftomed  relations  of  peace  and  amity  with  other  countries." 
Mr.  Pitt  declared  this  amendment  to  be  confonant  to  the 
terms  of  his  majefty's  former  declarations  ;  and  he  con- 
tended that  every  nation  at  war  with  another  ought  not  to 
treat  for  peace  with  a  government  that  could  not  give  fecu- 
rity.   He  was  therefore  not  ready  to  treat  with  the  prefent 
government  of  France ;  and  he  took  upon  him  to  affirm, 
that,  fince  the  commencement  *of  the  prefent  war,  there 
exifted  not  in  that  country  a  government  capable  of  main- 
taining with  other  nations  the  accuftomed  relations  he  had 
dated — not  recolleElin^  doubtlefs,  that  France  had  actually 
maintained,  during  the  whole  period  of  the  war,  the  rela- 
tions of  peace  and  amity  with  Denmark,  Sweden,  and 
America.    The  commerce  and  agriculture  of  France  were 
rcprefented  by  Mr.  Pitt  as  in  a  mod  difaftrous  fituation— 
their  financial  refources  as  in  a  rapid  ftate  of  decay — juftice 
almoft  unknown — and,  with  refpeel  to  religion,  he  aflced, 
would  the  houfe  willingly  treat  with  a  nation  of  atheifts  ? — 
The  revolutionary  fyftem  was  not  eflentially  varied  fince  the 
late  changes  :  he  would  not,  however,  fay  that  they  might 
not  improve,  but  that  time  had  not  arrived :  when  it  did, 
if  they  gave  to  their  government  that  liability  and  authority 
which  afforded  grounds  of  moral  probability  that  we  might 
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treat  for  peace  with  fecurity,  then  we  might  negotiate* 
but  we  ought  in  prudence  to  wait  the  return  of  fuch  circum- 
ftances  as  would  afford  us  a  probability  of  treating  with 
fuccefs. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  remarked  "  that  on  one  point  the  houfe 
appeared  perfectly  agreed — the  propriety  of  declaring  the 
republican  form  of  government  no  bar  to  negotiation.  He 
thought  the  terms  of  the  amendment  not  fufEciently  explicit : 
k  propofed  relying  on  the  difpofitions  always  manifefted  by 
his  majefty  of  effecting  a  pacification,  whereas  it  did  not 
appear  to  be  fa&  that  his  majefty  had  always  made  a  clear 
manifeftation  of  fuch  a  difpofition.  The  declaration  of  our 
allies  gave  the  French  reafon  to  believe  that  the  reiteration 
of  the  antient  government  was  in  contemplation.  In  o*r 
prefent  (ituation  we  had  only,  a  choice  of  evils ;  and  fuch  a 
peace  as  could  be  made  with  the  prefent  government  of 
France  was  a  lefs  evil  than  continuing  the  war  on  the  prin- 
ciples by  which  it  had  hitherto  been  directed,  and  far  more 
fo  than  fuch  a  peace  as  we  might  ultimately  be  obliged  to 
accept.  "  There  were,"  he  faid,  "  various  modes  by  which 
nations  placed  in  the  relation  of  England  and  France  might 
treat  without  humiliation  on  either  fide.  England,"  he  ob- 
ferved  upon  the  authority  of  Mr.  Hume,  "  had  too  great 
a  propenfky  to  war,  and  was  too  pertinacious  in  continu- 
ing it." 

Mr.  Fox  appealed  to  the  houfe  «  Whether  it  was  to  be 
cxpe&ed  that  the  French  would  be  the  firft  to  negotiate  after 
the  declarations  made  againft  them  by  miniftcrs.  What," 
he  aflccd,  w  would  have  been  the  feelings  of  Englifhmcn  if 
the  Convention  had  determined  never  to  treat  with  them  till 
there  was  a  reform  in  the  Englifh  government  ?  We  mud," 
faid  this  great  flatefman,  u  do  away  all  our  arrogant  expref- 
fions  againft  France  ;  and  then,  even  though  we  Ihould  not 
be  able  to  obtain  peace,  yet  we  mould  take  from  them  the 
caufe  of  their  enthufiafm,  that  which  rouzed  every  rational 
feeling,  and  had  carried  them  to  unparalleled  exertions.'* 
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— The  original  motion  of  Mr.  Grey  was  at  length  negatived, 
and  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Pitt  adopted,  by  the  accuftomed 
majority. 

A  fimiiar  motion  was  brought  forward  in  the  houfe  of 
peers  by  the  duke  of  Bedford,  on  the  following  day,  fe- 
conded  by  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  which  was  fuperfeded  by 
an  amendment  copied  from  that  of  Mr.  Pitt  by  lord  Gren- 
ville,  who  declared  his  belief  that  a  majority  of  the  French 
were  favorers  of  royalty,  and  that  the  re-cftablimment  of 
monarchy  prcfented  the  mod  probable  hopes  of  peace. — 
The  amendment  was  oppofed  in  a  fpeech  of  great  energy  and 
eloquence  by  the  celebrated  Watfon,  bifhop  of  LandafF. 
This  prelate  faid,  «  that  he  could  not,  without  clearer  proof 
than  had  yet  appeared,  admit  the  original  juftice  of  the  war, 
or,  of  confequence,  the  neceflity  of  it ;  for  no  war  could  be 
neceflary  that  was  not  juft.  There  had  been  a  time  when 
Great  Britain  could  have  mediated  with  efficacy  between 
France  and  the  Germanic  powers,  and  might  have  infilled 
upon  each  party  confining  themfelves  within  their  ancient 
bounds,  at  the  fame  time  renouncing  every  claim  to  inter- 
fere in  their  internal  affairs.  His  lordfhip  (hewed  the  ab- 
furdity  of  continuing  the  war  in  order  to  (lop  the  progrcf* 
of  democratic  opinions ;  and  added,  that  the  governments 
of  Europe  would  find  their  trued  fafety  in  exercifing  their 
power  with  equity  and  moderation.  The  Britifh  conftitu- 
tion  admitted  of  improvement,  and  admitted  it  not  only 
with  fafety  but  facility.  He  urged  the  importance  of  im- 
mediate negotiation,  in  order  to  promote  union  at  home. 
To  perfift  in  the  fame  courfe,  under  every  alteration  of 
circumftances,  was  not  firmnefs  but  obftinacy.  It  was  a 
miftaken  notion  of  firmnefs  that  loft  us  America.  With 
regard  to  the  atrocities  committed  by  the  French,  whatever 
might  be  their  number  or  magnitude,  who  made  us  the 
avengers  of  guilt,  or  inverted  us  with  a  right  to  difpenfe 
the  judgments  of  Providence  ?  To  God,  not  to  us,  they 
were  accountable,  and  to  him  alone  did  juftice  and  judg- 
ment 
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ment  belong.    The  French,  we  are  told,  are  atheifts,  and! 
this  is  urged  as  a  reafon  for  perfrfting  in  the  war  againflf 
France.    Prefumptuous  idea  !    Miferable  beings  as  we  are; 
did  we  imagine  that  the  arm  of  flefli  was  wanted  to  aflift 
and  enforce  the  will  of  the  Almighty  ?    The  abufe  of  re- 
ligion had  been  miftaken  in  France  for  religion  itfelf.  Hence, 
in  the  eagernefs  of  her  enthufiafm  for  the  reform  of  religi- 
ous abufes,  fhe  had  renounced  religion  altogether,  and  been 
betrayed  by  the  falfe  light  of  philofophy  into  infidelity.  But 
he  doubted  not  but  the  mift  in  which  they  were  at  prefent 
bewildered  would  foon  be  difperfed,  and  Chriftianity  ap- 
pear in  a  purer  form  than  ever.**— The  divifion  upon  the 
motion  of  amendment  was  88  to  15  peers. 

Not  difcouraged  with  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  former  mo- 
tion, and  defirous  to  improve  whatever  imprellion  had  been 
made  by  it,  Mr.  Grey,  on  the  6th  of  February,  moved  the 
following  well-weighed  and  judicious  refolution  : — "  That 
this  houfe,  confidering  that,  in  the  fupport  wluch  it  has 
given  to  his  majefty  in  the  profecution  of  the  prefent  war, 
rt  has  at  no  time  had  any  other  object  but  to  reftore  to  thefer 
kingdoms  the  bleffings  of  an  equitable  peace  ;  that  with  a 
view  to  accomplish  this  humane  and  definable  end,  every 
formal  difficulty  which  may  (land  in  the  way  of  a  pacific 
negotiation  with  the  powers  with  which  we  are  at  war 
ought,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  be  removed  ;  and  that  with- 
out fome  acknowledgment  of  the  exiftence  of  a  competent 
power  in  France  with  which  his  majefty  may  negotiate  and 
conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  on  juft  and  reafonable  terms  for 
both  parties,  there  can  be  no  termination  of  the  prefent 
war  but  in  the  deftruttion  of  one  of  them  ; — confidering 
further,  that  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a  competent  power  in 
France  has  been  directly  acknowledged  by  feveral  of  the 
powers  in  Europe,  as  well  as  by  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, with  all  of  whom,  during  -the  prefent  war,  France 
has  maintained  the  accuftomed  relations  of  peace  and 
amity  ; — and  confidering  alfo  that  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a 
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competent  power  in  France  has  been,  in  various  inftances, 
virtually  admitted  even  by  the  belligerent  powers  thcmfclves, 
fome  of  whom  have  entered  into  public  refolutions  to  make 
overtures  for  peace, — is  ,of  opinion  that  the  government 
bow  exifting  in  France  is  competent  to  entertain  and  con- 
clude a  negotiation  for  peace  with  Great  Britain." — After 
an  animated  debate,  the  previous  queftion,  moved  by 
Mr.  Dundas,  was  carried  by  190  to  60  voices. 

In  the  houfe  of  peers,  on  the  12th  of  February,  the 
duke  of  Bedford  made  a  nearly  fimilar  motion,  which  was 
oppofed,  and  the  previous  queftion  moved,  by  lord 
Hawkefbury— the  numbers  being  1  o  1  to  15;  again  ft 
which  the  duke  of  Bedford,  and  the  carls  of  Lauderdale, 
Buckinghamfliire,  and  Guildford,  entered  their  proteft. 

The  harfti  and  haughty  language  of  the  king's  fpecch, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  feflion,  had  given  general 
difguftj  and  Mr.  Fitt  had  been  forced  to  a  conceflion, 
which  was  probably  not  within  the  fcope  of  his  original 
intention.  The  nation,  at  this  period  of  the  conteft,  feem- 
ed  wearied  and  difpirited ;  the  high  and  flattering  hopes 
which  Mr.  Pitt  had  taught  them  to  indulge  had  vanilhed 
into  air,  and  they  were  not  yet  rouzed  to  higher  exertion 
by  the  fenfe  of  danger  and  felf-prefcrvation.  Taking  ad- 
vantage of  this  ftate  of  the  public  mind,  and  of  the  recent 
defection  of  Mr.  Wilberforce  and  his  party  from  the  court, 
Mr.  Fox,  in  a  moft  able  and  luminous  fpeech,  moved,  on 
the  24th.  of  March,  "  That  the  houfe  of  commons  ihould 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee,  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of 
the  nation."  This  folemn  mode  of  inquiry  ought  not, 
heobferved,  ever  to  be  reforted  to  but  in  cafes  of  peculiar 
emergency,  and  fuch  he  cfteemed  the  prefent.  He  had 
himfelf  introduced  a  fimilar  motion,  in  1777,  after  the 
furrender  at  Saratoga  ;  but  the  perils  to  the  country  then 
were  trilling  and  infignificant  compared  with  what  they 
were  at  prefent.  If,  when  die  public  mind  was  evidently 
changed,  the  houfe  mould  continue  to  repofe  a  blind  con- 
fidence 
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fidence  in  minifters,  to  impofe  new  burdens  on  the  people, 
not  only  without  requiring  them  to  negotiate,  but  even 
without  demanding  of  them  any  account  of  the  blood  and 
treafure  they  had  fquandered,  great  advantage  mufl  be 
given  to  whoever  wiflied  to  difleminate  difTatisfa&ion.  In 
j  unification  of  his  motion,  nothing  more,  he  thought,  was 
neceflary,  than  to  ftate  to  the  houfe,  that,  after  a  war  of 
two  years,  we  had  been  uniformly  unfuccefsful,  had  relin- 
quifhed  the  object  for  which  the  war  was  faid  to  be  un- 
dertaken, while  the  enemy  had  gained  more  than  the  wildeft 
imaginations  ever  afcribed  either  to  their  ambition  or  prin- 
ciples.    An  inquiry  muft,  in  one  view,  be  favorable  even 
to  minifters  themfelves.    If  we  had,  as  minifters  afTerted, 
entered  into  the  war  from  neceflity,  and  had  conduced  it, 
as  they  alfo  afTerted,  with  wifdom  and  vigor,  the  refult 
would  be  abfolute  defpair.    But  perhaps  they  did  not  do 
their  caufe  juftice.    Perhaps  the  caufc  of  failure  might  in- 
here in  the  theoretic  principle ;  and  their  practical  mca- 
fures,  founded  upon  that  erroneous  principle,  might  be 
judicious  and  proper.    Perhaps,  on  the  other  hand,  their 
theory  was  found  and  jult,  but  their  mode  of  carrying  it 
into  execution,  their  practical  meafures,  might  be  found 
unwife  and  indigefted.    In  either  cafe  the  public  would  re- 
ceive fome  fatisfa&ion ;  and  they  would,  upon  inquiry, 
either  change  the  principle  or  cenfure  the  conduct ;  and 
minifters  would  be  relieved  from  one  part  at  leaft  of  the  two- 
fold imputation,  which,  previous  to  any  inquiry,  muft 
hang  over  their  heads. 

Great  Britain,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  had  a  right  to  demand  an 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  ihe  king  of  Pruflia.  Was  he 
an  ally  ?  Was  he  neutral  ?  Was  he  an  enemy  ?  That 
monarch  had  alleged  that  he  could  do  nothing  without  a 
fubfidy  :  wc  had  given  lum  1,200,000/.  and  the  ufe  he 
made  of  it  was  to  -attack  Poland.  The  emperor  was  equally 
unable  to  move  without  the  aid  of  a  loan  *,  and  England 
muft,  it  waa  manifeft,  fuftain  the  whole  weight  of  the  war. 
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Great  fubfidies  were  alfo  paid  to  the  Italian  princes,  though 
we  fear  c  el  y  heard  of  a  movement  in  that  country.  Spain 
had  loft  Navarre,  Bifcay,  and  Catalonia,  and  muft  alfo  be 
fubfidized,  or  foon  make  peace  with  the  enemy.  All  this 
called  for  inquiry.  What  was  our  conduct  to  the  neutral 
powers — to  America — whom  we  had  firft  fhamefully  in- 
jured,  then  fervilely  courted  ?  To  the  court  of  Denmark, 
whofe  wife  policy  reflected  fuch  high  honor  on  her  firft  mi- 
nifter,  the  count  de  Bernftorf  ?  To  Tufcany  ?  To  Swit- 
zerland ?    To  Genoa  ? 

Mr.  Fox  again  infifted,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  upon  the 
propriety  and  neceflity  of  a  fpecific  avowal  of  the  object  of 
the  war.  Is  it  merely-  to  repel  certain  a£b  of  aggrefiion, 
without  adverting  to  any  particular  form  of  government  in 
France  ?  Then  fay  diftin&ly  what  are  thofe  aggreflions, 
and  what  the  reparation  you  require. — Is  it  to  wTeft  the 
Low  Countries  from  the  enemy,  and  to  confine  France  to 
her  antient  limits  ?  Avow  it  to  be  fo,  without  difguife. — 
Is  it  to  reftore  the  antient  monarchy,  or  any  form  of  mo- 
narchy in  France  ?  Declare  in  this;  and  in  every  cafe, 
your  object,  openfy  and  fairly,  and  you  will  not  fail  to  fe- 
cure  many  adherents  and  partizans.  But  mmrfters  had  fo 
{huffled  and  trimmed  between  different  fyftems,  they  had 
dealt  out  their  declarations  and  profefiions  in  fuch  ambigu- 
ous language,  that  they  had-  loft  all  claim  and  title  to  confi- 
dence ;  and,  through  the  puerile  hope  of  embracing  the  in- 
compatible advantages  of  thefe*  different  plans,  they  had 
forfeited  every  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  decided  adop- 
tion of  any  one  of  them. 

"What  could  the  great  body  of  the  emigrants  fuppofe 
when  they  faw  Valenciennes  and  Conde  taken  pofleflion  of 
in  the  name,  not  of  Louis  XVI II.  but  of  the  emperor  ; 
and  the  French  Weft-India  iflands  in  that  of  the  king  of 
England  ?  Unqueftionably,  that  we  were  fighting  merely 
for  the  fpoils  of  France. 

Evex* 
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Even  at  fat,  where  our  fleets  were  triumphant,  Mr.  Fox 
remarked  that,  in  the  fecond  year  after  France  took  part  in 
the  American  war,  the  number  of  captures  was  499.  In 
the  fecond  year  of  this  war  the  number  was  860.  All  this 
demanded  enquiry. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  condition  of  Ireland,  the  irritated 
ftate  of  which  was  to  be  afcribed,  according  to  every  ap- 
pearance, to  the  mifconduSt,  of  minifters.  If  the  houfe  re- 
fufed  to  make  any  enquiry  into  thefe  things,  they  would 
make  themfelves  refponGble  for  all  the  calamities  which 
might  and  probably  would  enfue.  The  policy  of  minifters 
in  relation  to  Ireland  had  been  marked  with  the  fame  ambi- 
guity and  inconfiftency  as  their  conduct  towards  France. 
He  thought  highly  of  the  eloquence,  and  even  of  the  ta- 
lents, of  the  prefent  minifter,  as  exerted  in  a  particular 
line ;  but  he  was  a  minifter  of  art  and  plaufibility  merely, 
not  of  difcernment,  not  of  candor,  not  of  generofity — 
c  in  rebus  politicis,  nihil  fimplex,  nihil  apertum,  nihil 
honcftum ' 

Mr.  Pitt,  in  reply,  alked  whether,  at  a  period  fo  arduous 
and  important,  and  fo  late  in  the  feflion,  it  could  be  deem- 
ed expedient  to  commence  fo  extenfive  an  inveftigation  ? 
Every  topic  in  the  fpeech  juft  fpoken  had  been  fully  dif- 
cufled  and  decided  upon  :  fuch  a  committee  as  that  re- 
quired was,  therefore,  as  unncceflary  as  improper  ;  it  could 
anfwer  no  poflible  good  purpofe  at  the  prefent  moment : 
whenever  a  proper  period  arrived  for  inveftigating  the  con- 
duct of  the  executive  government,  it  would  be  found  mark- 
ed by  moderation  and  forbearance.  He  pofitively  difavow- 
ed  the  propofition  that  a  nation,  on  entering  into  a  war, 
was  bound  to  ftate  all  its  objects,  and  thus  preclude  itfelf 
from  taking  advantage  of  fortuitous  circumftances  as  they 
might  arife.  Mr.  Pitt  concluded  with  moving  the  queftion 
of  adjournment,  which,  after  a  debate  of  many  hours,  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  219  to  63  voices.  Upon  this  oc- 
cafiou,  as  on  various  others,  it  was  remarked  that  a  great 
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proportion  of  the  members  prefent  left  the  houfe  without 

voting. 

Lord  Fitzwilliam,  having  now  returned  from  Ireland, 
after  a  government  of  three  months'  duration  only,  ap- 
peared, on  die  24th  of  April,  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  in 
a  manly  and  fpirited  manner  challenged  minifters  to  a  full' 
invert  igation  of  the  caufes  of  his  removal.    He  faid  they 
had  infinuated  blame  to  him,  and  the  gauntlet  they  had 
thus  thrown  (k;wn  he  willingly  took  up.   A  profound  file  nee 
enfuing  on  the  pan  of  adminiftration,  the  duke  of  Norfolk 
gave  notice  of  a  motion  to  addrefs  the  king,  that  thofe 
parts  of  the  correfpondence  between  lord  Fitzwilliam  and 
the  miniftry  which  related  to  his  lordffiip's  recall  from  his 
government  fhould  be  laid  before  the  houfe.    This  was 
debated  in  a  very  full  houfe  on  the  8th  of  May,  the  motion 
being  fupported,  exclufive  of  thofe  lords  who  ufually  acted 
in  oppofition,  by  the  duke  of  Leeds,  the  earl  of  Moira,  and 
lord  Fitzwilliam  himfelf,  who  pofitively  avowed  that  he 
went  out  exprefsly  authorifed  to  complete  the  meafure  of 
Catholic  emancipation,  and  that  no  objections  had  been 
made  to  the  fteps  he  had  adopted  for  that  purpofe  until  he 
had  proceeded  to  the  difmiffion  of  certain  perfons  in  office 
inimical  to  that  meafure,  and  had  taken  other  gentlemen 
obnoxious  to  minifters  here  into  his  favour  and  confidence. 
— Lord  Grenville  declined  entering  into  a  formal  difcuffion 
of  the  fubject,  being  prevented,  as  he  alleged,  by  reaftns 
of  Jlate  which  he  could  not  properly  explain.   But  he  afked 
in  what  refpecl  the  fituation  of  a  lord-lieutenant  differed 
from  that  of  any  other  minifter  of  the  crown,  who  might 
be  removed  at  pleafure  ?  and  affirmed  that  the  noble  earl 
complained  with  an  ill  grace  of  being  himfelf  removed 
from  office  after  he  had  exercifed  his  authority  in  the  re- 
moval of  fo  many  others.    His  lordlhip  faid  he  had  feen  the 
removal  of  many  lord-lieutenants  without  a  fingle  complaint 
to  parliament  on  the  fubjeel ;  and  to  adopt  a  new  courfe 

woull 


Digitized  by  Google 

- 


GEORGE  III.  181 

^fvould  be  to  change  the  conftitution. — After  a  long  and 
vigorous  debate  the  houfe  divided  :  contents,  25  ;  not- 
contents,  100. 

A  fimilar  motion  made  by  Mr.  Jekyl  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Fox  in  a  fpeech  of  great 
political  comprehenfion  and  fagacity,  was  negatived  by 
188  to  49  voices. 

The  laft  effort  of  the  feflion  to  refcue  the  nation  from 
the  calamities  of  an  unjuft  and  unnecefiary  war  was  made 
by  Mr.  Wilberforce  on  the  27  th  of  May.    He  began  by 
dating  the  general  expectation  of  pacification,  and  the  fa- 
tisfaclion  which  had  arifen  from  it.    Though  he  did  not 
profefs  to  go  the  length  of  V ox  popull  vox  Da\  he  thought 
the  univerfal  wi(h  and  defire  of  the  people  fliould  only  be 
fuperfeded  by  extraordinary  circumftances.    It  was  an  im- 
portant duty,  in  every  war,  to  look  out  continually  for  every 
opening  which  might  lead  to  a  conclufion  of  it,  to  fee 
whether  the  original  motives  (till  fubfifted,  and  whether 
it  was  needful  to  purfue  the  path  we  were  treading.  From 
a  full  review  of  the  ilate  of  our  allies  he  was  of  opinion 
that  very  (lender  afliftance  was  to  be  expected  from  any 
of  them  ;  and  the  afpeel  of  affairs  in  France  afforded  little 
encouragement  obftinately  to  profecute  the  war  againft  her. 
The  infurreclions  in  that  country  were  quelled ;  (lie  had 
made  her  peace  with  Ruflia  and  Tufcany ;  (lie  had  fub- 
dued  Holland ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  depreciation  of 
her  paper  money,  it  did  not  appear  that  the  operations  of 
the  French  government  were  any-wife  impeded  ;  nor  could 
he  fee  when  the  entire  ruin  of  the  French  finances,  Jo 
much  talked  of  and  fo  often  foretold,  was  to  take  place. 
*Her  armies  exhibited  no  fymptoms  of  difcontent,  or  her 
rulers  of  apprehenfion.    The  fituation  of  Ireland,  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce faid,  was  truly  critical,  and  the  continuance  of 
the  war  was  much  more  likely  to  difFufe  French  principles 
there  than  the  termination  of  it.   As  to  the  fafety  of  Europe, 
did  it  belong  to  England  to  fight  her  battles  almoft  without 
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afliftance  ?  Europe  was  able  to  take  care  of  itfelf,  and  fede- 
ral of  the  confederate  powers  had  already  figncd  treatict 
with  the  French  government ;  and  the  emperor  himfelf,  in 
his  refcript  to  the  diet,  had  very  recently  notified  his  wil- 
lingnefs  to  enter  into  negotiation  with  France.  The  mo- 
tion he  meant  to  propofe  merely  prepared  the  way  for 
treating,  and,  in  words  lefs  ftrong  than  thofe  ufed  in  the 
imperial  refcript,  declared,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
houfe  that  the  prefent  circumftances  of  France  ought  not 
to  preclude  the  Britifh  government  from  entertaining  pro- 
pofals  for  a  general  pacification ;  and  that  it  is  for  the  in- 
tereft  of  Great  Britain  to  make  peace  with  France,  if  it  can 
be  fairly  and  honorably  effected." 

The  motion  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Windham,  who  avow- 
ed  his  opinion  that  peace,  at  the  prefent  moment,  wai 
neither  fafe  nor  honorable.  It  was  evident  that  the  exer- 
tions of  the  revolutionary  government  had  relaxed,  that  its 
fortune  had  reached  its  height,  and  that  it  exhibited  un- 
equivocal fymptoms  of  decay.  Nothing  but  fuch  motions 
as  the  prefent  could  prevent  a  fpeedy  termination  of  the 
conteft,  and  he  contended  that  all  France  was  rapidly 
adopting  the  fentiment  of  La  Vendee.  The  motion  was 
calculated  to  remove  miniftcrs  from  their  fituations,  while 
the  profpecl  of  ultimate  fuccefs  from  a  continuance  of  the 
war  was  infinitely  more  flattering  than  ever  5  it  tended  to 
promote  difafTe£tton  at  home,  to  ftrengthen  the  enemy; — 
And  faid,  that  the  cry  of  peace  proceeded  from  the  Jacobine 
faction  in  this  country,  and  that  the  fame  fentiment  was 
chara&eriftic  of  the  fame  party  all  over  Europe.*  He  con- 
cluded 

*  Mr.  Windham,  being  a  profound  meMphyiician  and  adopt  in  logic, 
without  doubt  relied  (or  the  juftnefsof  his  conclufion  on  the  following  acute 

iyllogifm  : 

If  there  are  pcrfons  in  England,  and  in  the  other  European  nation*, 
who  arc  advocates  for  peace,  thofe  pcrfons  are  Jacobios. 

But  there  are  \  erf.  n»  in  this,  and  in  all  the  countries  of  Chriftcodonn 
who  arc  the  profeflkd  and  zealous  advocates  for  peace. 
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-eluded  with  moving  the  order  of  the  day. — Mr.  Pitt  corro- 
horated  the  aflertion  of  Mr.  Windham,  and  affirmed,  that, 
from  the  diftra&ions  which  prevailed  in  France,  and  the 
difcontents  of  the  people,  a  new  order  of  things  might  be 
expected  to  arife,  more  favorable  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  war 
than  had  hitherto  appeared.  The  exertions  of  the  country 
were,  he  faid,  manifeftly  on  the  decline  :  the  deprefled 
ftate  of  the  affignats,  and  the  incredible  expenditure,  proved 
them  in  a  ftate  which  might  well  be  ftyled  bankruptcy. — 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Wilberforce  was  fuperfeded  by  the  order 
of  the  day,  on  a  divifion  of  21 1  to  88  voices  :  fo  that  the 
oppofition  had  evidently  gained  confiderablc  ground  in  the 
courfe  of  the  felhon. — A  fimilar  motion  by  the  earl  of 
Lauderdale,  in  the  upper  houfe,  was  negatived  by  a  great 
and  overwhelming  majority. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  winter  a  treaty  of  mar- 
riage had  been  negotiated  between  the  prince  of  Wales  and 
the  princefs  Caroline,  daughter  to  the  duke  of  Brunfwic. 
Early  in  the  month  of  April  the. princefs  arrived  in  England, 
when  the  nuptials  were  celebrated  with  extraordinary  mag- 
nificence. It  was,  however,  well  underftood  that  the 
prince  acceded  to  this  alliance  with  much  reluctance — his 
.attachment  to  the  accomplifhed  Mrs.  Fitzherbert,  with 
whom  the  marriage  ceremony,  though  invalid  by  law,  had 
undoubtedly  patted,  having  fuffered  no  diminution.  He 
was  induced  to  this  fatal  compliance  by  two  confiderations ; 
.firft,  the  prefling  inftances  of  the  king  to  diflblve  his  con- 
nection with  the  lady  who  had  fo  long  been  in  pofleflion 
no  lefs  of  his  efteem  than  his  affection  ;  and,  fecondly,  the 
promife  podtively  made  to  him  that  immediate  proyifion 
mould  be  made  for  the  difcharge  of  his  debts,  now  in- 
creased to  a  vaft  amount. 

In 

Ekoo,  Thofc  perfona  are  certainly  Jacobins.  ^  £.  D. 

Oratiano  fpcaks  an  infinite  deal  of  nothing,  more  than  any  man  in  all 

.-Venice. 
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In  confequencc  of  a  meflage  from  the  king,  delivered  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  dating  the  reliance  of  his  majefty  upon  the  gene- 
rofity  of  the  houfe  to  enable  him  to  fettle  an  eftabliftiment 
upon  the  prince  and  princefs  fui'ted  to  their  rank  and  dig- 
nity, and  to  relieve  him  from,  his  prefent  incumbrances, 
the  houfc  went,  May  4,  into  a  committee  on  this  fubje£t. 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  committee,  declared  that  it  was  not  his 
majefty's  intention  to  require  a  fpecific  fum  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  debts  Of  his  royal  highnefs,  but  to  fet  apart 
a  certain  portion  of  that  income  which  might  be  granted 
by  the  liberality  of  parliament  to  their  gradual  liquidation. 
The  extent  of  the  debts  was  dated  by  Mr.  Pitt  at  between 
fix  and  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  no  part  of  which, 
he  faid,  could  pofiibly  be  defrayed  out  of  the  civil  lift.  He 
obferved  that  the  prefent  income  of  the  prince  was  60,000  /. 
per  annum,  cxclufive  of  the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  which  he 
cftimated  at  1 3,000  /.  •,  that  die  late  prince  of  Wales,  father 
of  the  prefent  king,  and  the  late  king  George  II.  when  m 
prince,  poflefled  a  net  income  of  100,000/.  without  that 
duchy,  at  a  time,  when  money  was  of  much  more  value 
than  at  prefcnt.  He  therefore  propofed  that  the  revenue 
of  his  royal  highnefs  ihould  be  125,000/.  exclufive  of  the 
duchy  ;  that  the  jointure  of  the  princefs  mould  be  50,000  /. 
per  annum ;  and  that  the  proportion  of  the  prince's  income 
appropriated  for  the  payment  of  his  debts  mould  be  vefted 
in  the  hands  of  commiffioners.  And  in  order  that  effe&ual 
provifion  might  be  made  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  any 
fuch  claim  in  future,  he  recommended  that  no  arrear  ihould, 
on  any  pretence,  go  beyond  the  quarter ;  that  debts  not 
then  claimed  fhould  wholly  lapfe  *,  and  that  all  fuits  for  the" 
recovery  of  debts  from  his  royal  highnefs  (hould  lie  again  ft 
his  officers. 

Thefe  fevcral  regulations,  though  very  neceflary  and 
proper,  being  deemed,  by  fome  admirers  of  etiquette,  in- 
compatible with  the  rank  and  dignity  of  the  great  perfonage 
concerned — much  more  fo,  doubtlcfs,  in  their  eft imation, 

than 
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than  the  contracting  of  debts  he  was  unable  to  pay — the 
prince,  with  his  characteriftic  generofity,  and  an  implicit 
avowal  of  his  former  indifcretion,  fent,  on  the  ift  of  June, 
a  meflage  to  the  houfe  by  his  attorney-general,  Mr.  An- 
ftruthcr,  dating  "  That  he  was  defirous  to  acquiefce  in 
whatever  might  be  the  fentiments  of  the  houfe,  both 
with  refpect  to  his  future  expenditure,  and  the  appropria- 
tion of  any  part  of  the  income  they  might  grant  him  for 
the  difcharge  of  his  debts  5  his  wifli  was  entirely  to  confult 
the  wifdom  of  parliament-    He  was  perfectly  difpofed  to 
acquiefce  in  any  abatement  of  fplendor  tbey  might  judge 
neceflary,  and  deli  red  to  have  nothing  but  what  the  country 
might  be  cordially  difpofed  to  think  he  ought  to  have.  In 
fine,  whatever  meafures  were  taken  by  parliament,  would 
meet  with  his  hearty  concurrence." — The  prince  of  Wales 
had  now  pafTed  the  feafon  of  youth,  the  errors  incident  to 
which,  it  might  reafonably  be  hoped,  he  had  by  this  time 
feen  and  relinquiftied.    He  poflefled  an  excellent  natural 
understanding,  liberal  fentiments,  engaging  manners,  with 
many  amiable  and  eftimable  qualities.    In  alleviation  of  the 
imprudence  he  had  (hewn,  and  of  the  fevere  cenfure  he  had 
too  juftly  incurred  by  contracting  a  fecond  time,  in  the 
fpace  of  eight  years,  fo  vaft  a  debt,  could  only  be  alleged 
the  extreme  inadequacy  of  his  income  to  his  ftation  in  life. 
From  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  debt,  ought,  however, 
in  reafon  and  equity,  to  be  deducted  the  proceeds  of  the 
revenue  of  Cornwall-  during  his  minority,  amounting,  ac- 
cording to  the  accounts  laid  before  parliament,  to  the  fum 
of  233,000/.  and  which,  under  the  guardianihip  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  it  was  remarked,  would  have  produced 
350,000  /.    This  the  king  had  received,  as  if  it  were  a 
branch  of  the  civil  hit,  for  twenty-two  years,  under  the 
poor  pretence  of  defraying  the  expence  of  the  prince's  edu- 
cation.   And  if  this  deduction  be  admitted,  the  general 
expenditure  of  the  prince  will  not  be  found,  at  the  average, 
from  the  period  of  his  attaining  the  age  of  majority  to  the 
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|>refent  time,  much  to  exceed  the  reafonablc  allowance  of 
■100,000/.  per  annum. 

It  appeared,  in  the  courfe  of  this  inveftigation,  much 
*o  the  honor  of  the  .prince,  that  he  had  actually  fome  time 
£nce  come  to  a  refolution  not  to  apply  again  to  parliament, 
40  retire  from  public  life,  and  apply  the  greateft  part  of  his 
income  to  the  payment  of  his  debts,  agreeably  to  the  advice 
of  lord  Thurlow  and  others ;  but  that  from  this  laudable 
defign  he  was  vehemently  difluaded  by  lord  Loughborough, 
who,  no  doubt,  fpoke  from  direction,  and  who  pretended 
that  the  advice  in  queftion  favored  too  much  of  that  given 
to  M.  Egalite,  and  he  could  guefs  from  what  quarter  it 
cime.  The  plan  was  therefore  relinquiflied.  It  was  at 
length  agreed,  that  the  annual  fum  of  78,000/.  (hould  be 
appropriated  to  the  difchargc  of  the  debts,  which,  it  was 
calculated,  would  completely  liquidate  them  in  the  (pace 
of  nine  years.  In  the  mean  time  the  prince,  as  the  penalty 
of  his  indifcretion,  was  fatlsfied  to  live  in  a  compara- 
tively private  manner  upon  the  remaining  6o,oco  /.  and 
a  bill,  containing  the  proviGons  above  mentioned,  in  a  few 
weeks  pafled,  with  pretty  general  concurrence,  through 
both  houfeo. 

In  the  courfe  of  die  fcfuon  Mr.  Wilberforce  renewed 
his  motion  for  the  immediate  abolition  of  the  infamous 
llave-trade,  and  was  ably  fupported  by  Mr.  Whitbread, 
Mr.  William  Smith,  and  Mr.  Pitt ;  but  the  houfe  was  now 
grown  cold  and  callous  to  all  realoning  upon  this  fubje&  ; 
and,  on  the  proportion  of  Mr.  Dundas,  who  ftill  profelTed 
himfelf  friendly  to  the  object,  but  adverfe  to  the  time,  the 
confidcration  of  the  queftion  was  adjourned  for  fix  months. 

Late  in  the  feffion  Mr.  Dundas  made  a  very  favorable  re- 
port of  the  ftate  of  the  Ealt-India  Company's  affairs  and 
finances,  which  he  afferted  to  be  better  by  the  fum  of 
¥,412,240/.  than  at  the  lafl:  annual  ftatcment,  which  the 
houfe  confirmed  by  the  fancYion  of  their  vote. 

The 
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The  long-depending  caufe  of  Mr.  Haftings,  which  began 
February  12th,  1788,  terminated  during  the  prefent  feffion. 
The  charges  againft  him  had  been  comprifed  under  four 
heads:  x.  The  Rajah  Cheyt  Sing.  2.  The  Begums  of 
Oude.  3.  Prefents.  4.  Contracts.  The  report  of  the 
committee  of  peers  was  received  on  the  2d  of  April,  and 
on  the  23d  the  articles  of  accufation  were  fubmitted  to  the 
deci(ion  of  the  houfe  of  lords.  Out  of  four  hundred  peers, 
twenty-nine  only  deemed  themfelves  competent  to  vote  on 
the  queftions  before  the  court ;  and  of  thefe,  eight,  viz.  the 
lord-chancellor,  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  the  earls  of  Carnarvon, 
Radnor,  Fitzwilliam,  Suffolk,  and  Mansfield,  and  lord 
Walfingham,  gave  a  verdict  of  guilty  upon  one  or  other 
of  the  charges  preferred  againft  him  :  fo  that  the  acquittal 
could  by  no  means  be  confidered  either  as  unanimous  or  ho- 
norable. The  truth  is,  that  from  the  extraordinary  length 
of  this  trial,  the  complexity  of  the  evidence,  and  the  mul- 
tiplicity of  the  documents  to  be  confulted,  and,  above  all, 
from  the  obfeurity  in  which  the  merits  of  the  caufe  were 
involved  by  being  made  for  fo  many  years  the  perpetual 
theme  of  eloquence,  it  was  very  difficult,  without  beftow- 
ing  a  larger  (hare  of  attention,  or  poffefling  an  higher  por- 
tion of  difcrimin_ation,  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  gene- 
rality of  perfons,  to  determine  without  hefitation,  upon  the 
political  character  and  conduct  of  the  accufed.  Had  the 
evidence  been  condenfed  into  a  moderate  compafb,  and  di- 
ve (led  of  the  pomp  of  declamation  and  the  violence  of  in- 
ve&ive,  it  would  have  ftruck  the  public  mind  much  more 
forcibly,  and  Mr.  Haftings  would  fcarcely  have  efcaped 
the  cenfure  and  punilhment  due  to  a  ftate-delinquent.  Or  ^ 
if  the  houfe  of  peers  had  at  all  events  returned  a  verdict 
of  Not  Guilty,  the  houfe  of  commons  would  have  ftood 
juftificd  in  the  view  of  the  world  at  large,  and  the  political 
reputation  of  Mr.  Haftings  would  have  fuftained  irreparable 
injury.  Upon  the  whole,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that 
*     this  famous  trial,  which  had  attracted,  by  its  importance! 
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and  duration,  the  attention  of  all  Europe,  was  at  length 
brought  to  a  moft  lame  and  impotent  conclufion.  The 
fpcaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  neverthelefs,  in  giving 
the  thanks  of  the  houfe  to  the  managers  of  the  impeach- 
ment, in  his  official  capacity,  had  the  complaifance  to  fay, 
that  their  exertions  in  this  caufe  had  conferred  honor  not 
on  themfelves  only,  but  on  the  houfe  under  whofe  authority 
they  had  acted  ;  and  he  referred  with  dignity  and  propriety 
to  the  increafed  fecurity  which  the  conftitution  had  derived 
in  the  courfe  of  the  proceedings  on  this  trial,  from  the 
recognition  and  full  confirmation  of  the  principle,  that  an 
impeachment  is  not  discontinued  by  a  duTolution  of  par- 
liament. 

The  fcflion  terminated  on  the  27th  of  June,  1 795.  The 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  on  this  occafion  feemed  to  breathe 
much  more  the  air  of  pacification  than  at  its  commence- 
ment ;  and  his  majefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  declare  it 
to  be  impofliblc  to  contemplate  the  internal  fituation  of  the 
enemy,  with  whom  we  were  contending,  without  indulg- 
ing a  hope  that  the  prcfent  circumilances  of  France  might, 
in  their  effects,  haften  the  return  of  fuch  a  date  of  order 
and  regular  government  as  may  be  capable  of  maintaining 
the  accuitomed  relations  of  amity  and  peace  with  other 
powers.  >J 

The  proceedings  of  the  Irifti  parliament  during  this 
fcflion  were  fcarcely  lefs  interefting  and  important  than 
that  of  Great  Britain.  In  the  coalition  which  actually  took 
place  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  fummer,  and  which 
had  been  more  than  two  years  in  contemplation,  between 
the  exifting  adminiftration  and  the  Portland  party,  it  was 
underftood  that  the  department  of  Ireland  was  to  be  en- 
trusted altogether  to  the  latter ;  and  earl  Fitzwilliam  ac- 
cepted the  high  and  arduous  ofhee  of  lord-lieutenant  of  that 
kingdom,  with  the  avowed  purpofe  of  admitting  and  efta- 
blifhing  the  claim  of  Catholic  emancipation  in  its  full  ex- 
tant.   That  nobleman,  diftinguifhed  by  the  beneficence  of 
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his  difpolition  and  re&itude  of  his  intentions,  though  par- 
tially led  aftray  by  the  pernicious  counfels  of  the  demoniac 
Burke,  -himfelf  informs  us,#  "  that  when  the  negotiation 
between  the  two  political  parties  was  pending,  if  the  gene- 
ral management  and  fuperintendance  of  Ireland  had  not 
been  offered  by  Mr.  Pitt,  that  coalition  could  never  have 
taken  place  :  it  was  offered  from  the  beginning  of  the  ne- 
gotiation and  his  lordfliip  appeals  to  the  duke  of  Port- 
land, "  whether  the  office  was  not  offered  entire  ?  and 
whether  he  was  forewarned  by  Mr.  Pitt,  that  it  was  to  be 
divefted  of  half  its  duties,  half  its  importance,  and  all 
its  character  ?"  Previoufly  to  lord  Fitzwilliam's  acceptance 
of  the  vice-royalty,  "  he  had  not  only  fatisfied  himfelf,"  as 
he  tells  us,  "  that  the  Catholics  ought  to  be  relieved  from 
every  remaining  disqualification,  but  he  knew  that  the  duke 
of  Portland  perfectly  concurred  with  him  in  that  opinion. 
And  when  the  queftion  came  under  difcuffion,  previous  to 
his  departure  for  Ireland,  he  found  the  cabinet,  with 
Mr.  Pitt  at  their  head,  ftrongly  impreffed  with  the  fame 
conviction ;  and,"  his  lordftiip  adds,  "  had  I  found.it  other- 
wife  I  never  would  have  undertaken  the  government." 

Lord  Fitzwilliam,  however,  was  by  no  means  an  enthu- 
Haft  in  the  bufinefs.  "  It  was  his  intention  not  prefs  the 
matter  prematurely  upon  the  Irifli  legiflature,  but  rather 
to  protract  it  to  a  period  of  more  general  tranquillity  ;  but 
if  the  Catholics  appeared  determined  to  bring  forward  the 
queftion,  he,  on  his  part,  would  not  refufe  them  a  hand- 
fome  fupport  on  the  part  of  government." 

Upon  his  arrival  in  Dublin,  about  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1794,  his  lordfhip  directly  found,  and  he  forthwith  in- 
formed the  Britifh  cabinet,  "  that  the  queftion  would  force 
itfelf  upon  his  immediate  confideration.  The  bufinefs  had 
been  already  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Grattan,  in  whom 
the  lord-lieutenant  could  repofe,  entire  confidence ;  and  a 
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rifing  impatience  being  apparent  amongft  the  Catholics 
after  the  prefentation  of  the  petitions,  there  was  reafon  to 
apprehend,  had  any  delay  intervened,  that  the  meafure 
might  be  transferred  to  fome  other  perfon  with  whom  the 
viceroy  had  no  connection,  and  over  whom  he  could  enter- 
tain no  hope  of  control."  His  lordfliip  moreover  obferved 
to  the  Englilh  cabinet,  «  that  the  Irilh  nation  were  re- 
markably averfe  to  the  war,  and  fome  confiderable  concef- 
fions  were  confequently  nccefiary  to  conciliate  them."  It 
being  well  underftood  that  lord  Fitzwilliam  was  a  decided 
friend  to  the  Catholic  claims,  that  nobleman  was  received, 
on  his  entrance  into  the  government,  with  the  loudeft  and 
moil  heartfelt  congratulations  which  had  ever  been  offered 
upon  any  fimilar  occafion.  In  order  to  fecure  the  fuccefs 
of  the  wife  and  beneficent  plans  of  the  Irifli  government 
now  in  contemplation,  it  was  deemed  abfolutely  eflential 
by  the  lord-lieutenant  to  remove  from  their  ftations  certain 
perfons  who  had  ever  ftood  forward  as  the  determined 
enemies  of  Catholic  emancipation,  and  indeed  of  every 
fpecies  of  political  improvement  and  reform.  Amongft 
thefe  were  the  chancellor  of  Ireland,  lord  Fitzgibbon, 
Mr.  Beresford,  brother  to  the  earl  of  Tyrone,  an  efficient 
member  of  the  late  adminiftration  holding  the  office  of 
commifiioner  of  the  Irifh  treafury,  to  which  feveral  others 
were  added — "  a  perfon  laboring,"  fuch  is  the  language 
of  lord  Fitzwilliam,  "  under  univerfal  heavy  fufpicions, 
and  who  would  have  fubje&ed  his  government  to  all  the 
opprobrium  and  unpopularity  attendant  on  his  mal-admi- 
niftration."  Alfo  Mr.  Wolfe,  the  attorney-general,  and 
Mr.  Tolcr,  the  folicitor-general ;  propofing  neverthelefs  to 
alleviate  their  hard  fate  by  peerages,  penfions,  or  other 
fmecure  emoluments. 

In  a  letter  written  by  the  lord-lieutenant  to  the  Englifli 
fecretary  of  Rate,  dated  January  15,  1795,  he  ftated  "  his 
decided  opinion  that  no  time  was  to  be  loft,  and  that,  if 
he  received  no  peremptory  inftrucYions  to  the  contrary,  he 
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(nould  acquicfcc  in  the  prefling  inftances  made  to  him  on 

the  part  of  the  Catholics at  the  fame  time  mentioning 

the  a&ual  difmiffion  of  Mr.  Beresford,  who  had  for  many 

years  paft  been  the  fecret  mover  and  principal  advifer  of 

the  Irifh  counfels — an  invifible  minifter,  of  more  weight 

than  all  the  oftenfible  ones— the  fpring  and  centre  of 

the  High  Church,  Tory,  and  Prerogative  fyftem  in  that 

kingdom  — in  a  word,  the  Charles  Jenkinfon  of  Ireland. 

Notwithstanding  this  official  intimation,  no  notice  was 

taken,  for  many  weeks,  in  any  difpatches  from  England  of 

the  grand  queftion  of  Catholic  emancipation.    But  in  the 

interval  Mr.  Beresford  had  repaired  to  London,  and  by  his 

bold  reprefentations,  not  to  the  minifters  only,  but,  as  was 

confidently  reported  and  believed,  to  the  king  himfelf,  to 

whom  he  obtained  eafy  accefs,  he  excited  an  extreme  dif- 

like  and  apprehenfion  of  the  innovations  projected  by  lord 

Pitzwilliam.    At  length,  on  the  14th  of  February,  the 

lord-lieutenant  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pitt,  remonftrat- 

ing  again  ft  the  adhial  difmiffion  of  Mr.  Beresford,  and 

that  in  contemplation  of  Mr.  Wolfe  and  Mr.  Toler.  By 

the  very  fame  mail  his  excellency  received  a  letter  from  the 

duke  of  Portland,  expreffing,  for  the  firft  time,  the  doubts 

and  difficulties  of  the  Britifh  cabinet  refpe&ing  the  queftion 

of  emancipation,  and  ftrongly  recommending  the  poftpone- 

ment  of  the  difcuffion  in  parliament.    But  this  was  no 

longer  in  lord  Fitzwilliam's  power.    For  the  feffion  having 

commenced  on  the  2id  of  January,  Mr.  Grattan  had,  two 

days  previous  to  the  receipt  of  thefe  letters,  moved  for  and 

obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  further  relief  of  his 

majefty's  fubjedrs  profeffing  the  Roman-catholic  religion. 

On  the  very  fame  evening  that  the  lord-lieutenant  received 

the  letters  in  queftion  he  replied  to  them  ably,  and  largely 

fetting  forth  "  the  imminent  danger  of  now  rctracling  on 

the  Catholic  bufinefs,"  and  with  noble  refolution  refufing 

"  to  be  the  perfon  to  raife  a  flame,  which  nothing  but  the 

force  of  arms  could  keep  down."    And  his  excellency  at 
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the  fame  time  transmitted  to  the  duke  of  Portland  ample 
documents  j unificatory  of  his  fentiments  and  conduct.  But 
the  Britifli  cabinet  fcarcely  deigned  to  give  them  the  read- 
ing. On  die  2 1  ft  of  February  a  council  was  lield,  at  which 
die  duke  of  Portland  affifted  *,  and  his  grace  was  by  this 
time  grown  fo  obfequious  a  courtier,  that  he  hefitated  not  to 
accede  to  the  vote  for  difgracing  his  friend  ;  and  fubmitted 
to  be  the  efficient  inftrument  for  tranfmitting  to  him  the 
letters  of  recall —Lord  Camden,  fon  of  the  late  illuftrious 
nobleman  of  that  name,  the  heir  of  his  tide,  but  by  no 
means  of  his  talents,  being  appointed  his  fucceflbr. 

The  intelligence  of  this  fatal  recall  was  as  a  politico-vol- 
cano convulfion,  which  fhook  the  ifland  to  its  centre.  A 
vote  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  exprefling  high  approbation 
of  the  conduct  of  lord  Fitzwiliiam,  pafled,  on  the  modon 
of  Mr.  Conolly,  widi  the  fingle  diflentient  voice  of  Mr. 
Beresford.  Addrefles,  containing  fentiments  of  mingled 
gratitude  and  regret,  were  prefented  from  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom  to  die  late  viceroy,  and  fcarcely  could  die  people 
retrain  the  emotions  of  their  inchgnation.  After  a  fliort 
vifit  to  his  cftates  in  die  county  of  Wicklow,  lord  Fitz- 
wiliiam, on  the  25th  of  March,  1795,  took  his  departure 
for  England.  On  that  memorable  day  no  bufinefs  was 
tranfa&ed.  The  citizens  appeared  in  deep  mourning,  vaft 
crowds  accompanying  his  lordfliip  to  the  water-fide  ;  and, 
though  ltrong  apprehenfions  were  entertained  of  popular 
commotion,  a  profound  and  melancholy  filence  prevailed, 
as  if  a  preternatural  foreboding  of  the  horrible  events 
which  were  to  fucceed  rjpprefied  and  overwhelmed  the 
minds  of  all  with  an  unutterable  weight  of  forrow. 

Lord  Camden  arrived  in  Dublin  on  the  31ft  of  March, 
and  immediately  afiiimed  the  reins  of  government.  Some 
difturbanccs  took  place,  on  the  evening  of  that  day,  but 
they  were  foon  quelled  by  the  intervention  of  the  military — 
a  wretched  omen  of  his  difailrous  adminillration.  On  the 
13th  of  April  the  parliament  met  purfuant  to  adjournment, 
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and  on  the  21ft  a  motion  Was  made  by  Mr.  G rattan  for  an 
enquiry  into  the  ftate  of  die  nation,  including  the  reafons  for 
the  recall  of  lord  Fitzwilliam,  which  was  negatived  by  a  large 
'  majority  of  that  very  parliament  who  almoft  unanimoufly, 
and  with  an  euthufiafm  unprecedented,  had  fupported  all 
the  mcafures  of  the  preceding  adminifl ration.  Such  was 
in  this  unhappy  country  the  wonderful  and  pernicious  ex* 
tent  of  the  influence  of  the  crown  over  the  deliberations, 
or  rather  the  determinations  of  the  iegiflative  body.' 

On  the  24th  of  April,  Mr*  Grattan  prefented  his  famous 
bill  for  the  emancipation  of  the  Catholics,  the  principal  de- 
bate on  which  took  place  on  the  fecond  reading,  May  4, 

• 

when  it  was  finally  rejected  by  a-  majority  of  7 1  voices,  to 
the  inexpreffible  chagrin,  gradually  kindling  into  refentmeht 
and  rage,  of  the  great  mafs  of  the  Irifli  nation.  Two  of 
the  moil  remarkable  fpeeches  delivered  in  the  courfe  of  this 
memorable  debate  were  thofe  of  Dr.  Duigerran,  a  civilian, 
and  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  a  very  young  member  of  the 
houfe,  reprefenting  the  county  of  Kerry, -the  firft  in  oppo- 
fition  to,  the  latter  in  fupport  of,  the  meafurc.  From  the 
fpeech  of  doctor  Duigenan,  it  appeared  that  the  Irifli  Ca- 
thoHcks,  defpairing  of  fuccefs,  from  the  period  of  the  re- 
cal  of  lord  Fitzwilliam,  had  already  ventured  to  adopt  dan- 
gerous and  unwarrantable  combinations,  in  order  to  fecure 
their  eventual  emancipation.  A  committee  of  nine,  chofen 
by  the  Roman-catholics  of  Dublin,  feemed  to  poflefs  unli- 
mited influence  over  the  Catholic  body  throughout  the 
kingdom.  In  confequence  of  their  recommendation,  peti- 
tions had  been  prefented  to  parliament  by  the  Catholic  in- 
habitants of  every  county,  city,  and  borough,  in  the  four 
provinces.  A  meeting  of  the  general  aflembly  of  Catholics 
had  been  held  in  the  metropolis,  April  9,  in  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  report  of  doctor  Duigenan,  feveraJ  mod  traitor- 
ous and  feditious  fpeeches  were  publicly  pronounced — 
openly  declaring  that  the  war  we  were  engaged  in  againft 
the  French  was,  on  our  part,  and  the  part  of  our  allies,  an 
vol.  in.  o  impiouj 
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impious  crufade  againft  liberty  ;  that  all 
by  his  majefty's  arms  were  public  calamities  to  Ireland,  for 
which  her  children  ooght  to  weep ;  that  they  would  here- 
after never  make  any  application  to  a  Britifh  miniftry,  nor 
have  any  connexion  with  them  5  that  they  would  fupport 
a*  radical  reform  in  the  houfe  of  commons  &  and  that  this 
nation  could  never  be    happy  till  its  government  was- 
cltanged  into  a  republic,  independent  of  Great  Britain. 
From  all  which  the  doctor  inferred  «  that  thegeneral  body 
oflrifh  Catholics  had  no.  pretenfions  to  loyalty*  and  their  peti- 
tions in  that  re fpedl- contained  an  acknowledged  falfehoodi— 
any  bill  therefore  framed  for  the  political  aggrandifemenr 
of  a  body  of  people  entertaining  fuch  deteflable  and  traitor- 
ous fentiments  ought  to  be  rejected  with  the  utmoft  con- 
tempt by  the  houfe.  No  fedt,  of  people  denying  the  fufre- 
macy  of  the  ftate  in  one  half  of  its  legiflature  and  executive 
authority  can  with  any  propriety  be  put  on  a  level  with 
thofe  who  admit  in  the  fulled  manner  the  fnpremacy  of  the 
itate,  as  well  in  ecclefiaftical  matters  as  temporal.    As  to 
the  power  of  the  Roman-catholic?  in  the  ftate,  that/  he 
faid,  "  muft  be  eft i mated,  not  fo  much  from  their  numbers 
as  from  their  landed  ellates  and  perfonal  property.  The 
landed  ellates  in  the  hand3  of  the  Proteftants  in  Ireland  are 
in  the  proportion  of  fifty  to  one ;  and  their  perfonal  property 
is  confined  to  merchants  and  traders  in  the  chief  commer- 
cial towns,  and  it  certainly  does  not  amount  to  the  twen- 
tieth part  of  that  of  the  Proteftants !    Tis  one  of  the  arts 
pra£Hfed  by  the  patrons-  of  this  bill,  to  endeavour  to  inti- 
midate the  houfe  by  prophecies  and  forebodings  of  dreadful 
wars,  tumults,  and  mafiacres,  which  they  are  conftantlr 
trumpeting  forth,  as  the  certain  confequences  of  the  rejec- 
tion of  this  bill.    The  enjoyment  of  the  reprefentative 
franchife  by  Roman-catholics  in  Irchmd  Would  fubvert  the 
conftitution  ;  and  if  it  were  true  that  the  enjoyment  of  the 
reprefentative  franchife  is  a  certain  confequence  of  the  en- 
joyment of  the  elective,  the  argument  of  the  patrons  of  this 
bill  would  only  prove  that  we  ought  inftantly  to  deprive  the 
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Roman-catholics  of  the  elective  franchifc,  for  theprefervation 
of  the  conditution  in  church  and  ftatc.  If  you  capacitate  Ro- 
man-catholics  to  enjoy  all  the  great  offices  of  ftate  and  to  fit 
in  parliament,  by  paffing  this  bill,  what  is  called  by  the  repub- 
lican faction  a  reform  in  parliament  mud  be  the  immediate 
confequence,  as  the  reprefentation  of  all  countries,  and  of 
all  cities  and  boroughs,  where  the  election  is  popular,  will 
be  open  to  Catholic  ambition.  If  you  confefs,  by  palling 
the  prefent  bill,  that  you  cannot  and  dare  not  refill  their 
prefent  demand,  how  will  you  be  able  to  refill  their  de- 
mand of  a  reform,  when  their  ftrength  and  influence  will 
be  increafed  ten- fold*  and  when  their  intereft  will  draw  dill 
clofer  the  bands  of  confederacy  between  them  and  the  re- 
publicans i  All  aridocratical  influence  will  then  be  ba- 
iiifhedfrom  this  houfc  •,  it  will  become  a  mere  democra- 
tic aiTembly — and  the  more  Catholic  the  mote  democra- 
tic. Then  adieu  to  all  eftablifliment ! — church  and  Rate 
will  vanifh  before  them ;  and  an  immediate  converfion  of 
this  monarchical  government  into  a  republic,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  France,  will  be  the  confequence.  In  fact,  the 
Roman-catholics  are  now  completely  republicans  and  demo- 
crats : — the  Stuart  race  to  which  they  were  attached  are  ex- 
tinct j  and  they  mortally  hate  an  Englilh  government,  and 
the  houfc  of  Brunfwic." 

Tainted  as  this  fpeech  was  with  bigotry  and  malignity,  it 
contained  fome  alarming  affertions,  which  at  lead  bore  fuch 
affinity  to  truth  as  ferved  to  make  that  fort  of  impreflion 
which  it  is  difficult  completely  to  counteract.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  O'Connor,  amidd  a  grand  difplay 
of  jud  and  beneficial  principles  of  government,  breathed 
a  fpirit  of  romance  and  enthufiafm  in  the  caufe  of  liberty, 
very  pardonable  indeed,  if  this  be  not  too  cold  a  term  to  ufe, 
in  fpeaking  of  the  glowing  eftufions  of  a  youthful  and  ge- 
nerous mind,  but  which  a  wife  and  cautiou3  ftatefmaxi, 
who  looked  chiefly  to  the  practical  confequences  of  mea- 
fures,  would  be  compelled  to  regard  with  jealoufy,  and  to 
receive  with  many  modifications  adapted  to  the  actual  date 
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of  things;  «  Is  it,"  faid  this,  animated  orator,  M  becaufe 
we  were  the  moft  wretched  and  miferabk  nation  in  Europe 
as  long  as  this  fyftem  of  monopoly  and  cxcluuon,  for 
which  the  gentlemen  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  houfe  con- 
tend,  under  the  title  of  Conftitution  in  Church  and  State, ' 
remained  whole  and  entire— is  it  becaufe  we  have  heard 
thofe  gentlemen,  year  after  year,  predict  the  ruin  of  the 
country  from  extending  the  conilitution  to  our  Catholic 
countrymen,  and  that  we  have  feen  the  country  flourifh  in 
an  exact  proportion  to  that  extenfion,— that  we  (hould  now 
(lop  fhorttm  their  authority*  and  confecrate  the  remainder  of 
the  fyftem  of  monopoly  and  exclufion  ?  Let  the  men  who 
have  profited  by  the  old  fyftem,  to  the  monftreus  aggran- 
dizement of  themfelves  and  their  connections,  rifk  what 
they  pleafe  in  its  defence  5  but  let  me  conjure  the  houfe  to 
confider  that  they  are  no  longer  legiflating  for  the  barbarous 
ignorant  ages  which  have  gone  by,  but  for  the  intelligent 
age  in  which  we  five,  and  for  the  yet  more  enlightened 
centuries  which  are  to  come. — The  church  we  are  told 
is  in  danger — the  intereft  of  the  Froteftant  religion  is 
at  ftake  but  thofc  who  make  this  objection  have  con- 
founded the  intereft  of  the  clergy  with  the  intereft  of  reli- 
gion. I  would  reft  the  whole  argument  on  the  fact ;  I 
would  afk,  has  the  Proteftant  religion  been  promoted  in 
proportion  as  the  Proteftant  clergy  have  been  enriched  ? 
Has  the  Catholic  religion  decayed  according  to  the  views 
of  thofe  who  doomed  the  profeflors  of  it  to  poverty?  Has 
not  this  ecclefiaftical  eftabli foment  (own  the  feeds  of  eternal 
rancor,  animofity,  and  litigation,  between  the  paftor  and 
his  flock  ?  Docs  it  not1  appear  to  the  world  as  if  this  efta- 
blifhment  was  inftituted  to  make  the  people  fenfible  of 
their  indigence,  by  a  comparifon  with  the  wealth  of  the 
church,  the  dignities  and  preferments  of  which  ferve  as 
a  provifion  for  the  families  and  connections  of  the  poli- 
tical robbers  of  the  ftate,  and  the  political  advocates 
for  the  cxifting  fyftem  5  fo  that  the  Proteftant  religion 
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items  intended  rather  to  fupport  the  eftabliihment  than  the 
eftabliihment  to  fupport  the  religion.  I  here  avow  myfelf 
the  zealous  and  earned  advocate  for  the  moil  unqualified 
emancipation  of  my  Catholic  countrymen,  in  the  firm 
cdnviaion  that  the  accurfed  monopoly  of  the  rights  and  li- 
berties of  my  country,  which  has  hitherto  effectually  with- 
ftood  the  efforts  of  a  part  of  the  community,  muft  yield  to 
the  unanimous  will,  to  the  decided  intereft,  and  to  the  ge- 
neral effort  of  a  whole  people. — We  muft  indeed  be  a  fpi- 
titlefs  nation  if  we  do  not  refent  the  bafenefs  of  a  Britifh 
minifter,  who  has  excited  our  hopes  in  order  to  blaft  them 
after.  He  has  fported  with  the  feelings  of  a  whole  nation, 
railing  the  cup  with  one  hand  to  the  parched  lip  of  expec- 
tancy ;  he  has  da  died  it  to  the  earth  with  the  other,  in  all 
the  wantonnefs  of  infult,  and  with  all  the  aggravation  of 
contempt.  I  truft  the  people  of  England  are  too  wife  and 
too  juft  to  attempt  to  force  measures  upon  us  they  would 
reject  wkh  difdain  themfelves ;  but  if  they  fhould  be  fo 
weak,  or  fo  wicked,  as  to  fuffer  themfclves  to  be  feduced  by 
*  man  to  whofe  foul  duplicity  and  finefle  are  congenial, — 
if  we  are  to  be  dragooned  into  meafures  again  ft  the  intereft 
and  againft  the  fenfe  of  a  whole  nation, — I  truft  in  God, 
Britain  will  find  in  this  country  a  fpirit  no  way  inferior  to 
her  own  !  If,  inftead  of  reciprocal  advantage,  nothing  is  td 
be  reaped  from  the  connection  with  England  but  venality, 
injury,  infult,  degradation,  and  poverty,  it  is  acTnlg  only 
upon  the  common  feelings  of  human  nature  if  the  people 
of  this  kingdom  are  driven  to  court  the  alliance  of  any  na- 
tion able  and  willing  to  break  the  chains  of  fuch  a  bondage* 
You  are  at  this  moment  at  the  mod  awful  period  of  your 
lives,  you  ftand  committed  with  your  country,  and  on  this 
night  your  adoption  or  rejection  of  this  bill  muft  determine, 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Irifti  nation,  which  of  the  two  you  re- 
prefent— the  minifter  of  England,  or  the  people  of  Ireland. 
The  weaknefs  of  your  title  fhould  only  make  you  the  mora 
circumfpect  in  the  exercife  of  your  power.    Will  you  not 
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take  warning  by  the  fate  of  the  government  of  France, 
which,  by  not  adapting  its  conduct  to  the  changes  of  the 
public  mind,  has  brought  ruin  on  itfelf,  and  deftru&ion 
on  its  country.  Do  not  imagine  that  the  minds  of  your 
countrymen  have  been  (lationary,  while  that  of  all  Eu- 
rope has  been  fo  rapidly  progreffive;  for  you  muft  be 
blind  not  to  perceive  that  the  whoje  European  mind  has 
undergone  a  revolution,  neither  confined  to  this  nor  to 
that  country,  but  as  general  as  the  mighty  caufes  which 
kave  given  it  birth,  and  which  (lill  continue  <o  feed  its 
growth." — The  bill  was  at  length,  fatally  for  Ireland, 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  7 1  voices  ;  and  the  houfc 
(landing,  according  to  the  (hiking  expreffion  of  Mr. 
O'Connor,  committed  nvitb  their  country,  were,  howe- 
ever  tremendous  the  refponfiblity,  obliged  to  abide  the 
iilue. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  was  abundantly  manifeft,  that  the  poti« 
tical  rectitude  of  this  decifion  depended  not  upon  the  ab(lra& 
juflice  of  the  claims  infifted  upon  on  the  part  of  the  Catho- 
lics, for  of  this  there  could  be  no  poffible  doubt,  but  upon 
the  grand  practical  confideration  how  far  thofe  demands 
could  be  granted  with  fafety  to  the  exifting  government, 
which  relied  for  fupport  upon  the  continuance  of  the  Pit* 
teftant  afcendancy  in  parliament.  The  application  of  prin- 
ciples, however  generally  or  abftra&edly  right,  muft  be  de- 
termined and  modified  by  circumflances  j  and  the  counfeh 
pf  nations  ought  to  be  guided  by  an  enlightened  benevolence, 
and  not  by  an  implicit  regard  to  any  mctaphyfic  theory. 
Allowing  and  even  affirming  this  as  a  proportion  mod  im- 
portant and  incontrovertible,  it  neverthelefs  appears  that, 
upon  every  principle  of  policy  as  well  as  juftice,  the  prefent 
claim  of  Catholic  emancipation  ought  to  have  been  conced- 
ed in  its  full  extent,  and  with  the  mod  cheerful  concurrence 
on  the  part  of  government  5  for  this  was  merely  admitting 
them  into  a  participation  of  civil  liberty,  not  of  political 
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power.   True  it  is,  that  the  rcprefentative  franchife  confli- 
tuted  a  neceflary  part  of  the  general  fyftem  of  emancipa- 
tion %  but,  upon  the  prefent  fyftem  of  reprcfentation,  it 
was  computed  that  fcarcely  twenty  Catholics  would  have 
been  elected  members.    The  queftion  of  emancipation  was 
therefore  by  the  Cathofic* invariably  affociated  with  that  of  a 
reform  in  parliament.    How 'far  this  reform,  in  the  actual 
ftate  of  Ireland,  could  have  been  granted  with  fafety,  was  a 
queftion  of  deep  political  confideration  :  but,  unhappily,  it 
was  never  fuffered  fairly,  an&in  its  full  forcer  to  come  before 
parliament.    Emancipation,  which  was  both  politic  and  juft, 
was  refufed,  in  order  to  preclude  the  legiflative  difcufTion  of 
this  topic;  and  an  immediate  and  certain  danger  of  the 
higheft  magnitude  was  incurred,  in  order  to  avert  a  remote, 
contingent,  and  comparatively  trivial  one.  This  is  fufficient  to 
place  the  guilt  and  folly  of  thofe  who  refolvedon  the  recall  of 
lord  Fitz william  in  a  confpicuous  point  of  view,  particularly 
after  they  had  by  previous  encouragement  raifed  univerfally 
the  mod  fanguine  expectations  in  the  minds  of  the  Catho- 
lics, whofe  fubfequent  anger  and  aftonifhment  muft  have 
been  excited  in  the  fame  proportion.    But  on  an  occafion  of 
this  momentous  nature  it  will  be  pardonable,  (hould  hiftory 
deviate  a  little  into  the  regions  of  fpeculation,  and  enquire 
what  Would  have  been  the  progrefs  of  the  public  mind  had 
the  Catholic  claim  of  emancipation  been  gi  anted  ?   In  this 
cafe,  as  the  Catholic  would  have  flood,  as  to  the  privileges 
of  the  conftitution,  in  all  refpects  upon  a  level  with  the  Pro- 
teftant, — as  the  nation,  inftead  of  being  diftracted  by  the 
animofities  of  oppoOng  factions,  would  have  become  one 
and  indivifible,— by  far  the  mod  powerful  motive  would 
have  been  wanting  to  induce  the  Catholics  to  urge  the  quef- 
tion of  parliamentary  reform  with  the  fame  earneftnefy  or 
rather  vehemence,  with  which  they  profecuted  a  claim  in 
which  every  individual -of  that  vaft  body  was  more  or  lefs 
per fon  ally  interefted.    In  cafe  emancipation  had  been  con- 
ceded, every  reflecting  Catholic  would  have  aflted  himfelf, 
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with  rcfpcd  to  parliamentary  reform,  What  benefit  (hall  I 
derive  from  it  beyond  what  I  now  enjoy  ?  In  general,  the 
anfwer  muft  have  been,  u  Very  little,  perhaps  nothing." 
The  probability,  nay  the  moral  certainty,  therefore  is,  that 
the  bulk  of  the  Catholics  would  have  been  well  fatisfied 
with  that  fpecies  of  moderate  reform  in  church  and  (late 
which  would  have  left  a  vaft  preponderance  of  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  Proteftants,  who  were  in  a&ual  pofleffion  of 
a  vaft  preponderance  of  property.  The  leaders  of  the  Ca- 
tholics themfelves  muft  have  been  perfectly  fenfible,  that 
to  accomplish  fuch  a  reform  or  change  in  the  fyftem  of  re- 
prefentation  as  would  have  fecured  to  that  body  a  majority 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,— which,  confidering  the  amazing 
weight  of  property  in  the  hands  of  the  Proteftants,  it  is  in- 
deed probable  that  univerfal  fuffrage  itfelf  would  have  been 
for  from  effecting,— muft  have  required  an  effort  which, 
when  the  Catholics  were  invefted  with  all  the  privi- 
leges of  the  conftitution,  it  was  neither  worth  their  while 
to  make,  nor  would  they  have  been  fupported  in  the  at- 
tempt. 

Wifdom  and  virtue  are  furely  not  confined  to  Protef- 
tants ;  all  men  amongft  the  Catholics,  who  were  not  ac- 
tuated by  the  mere  phrenzy  of  innovation,  would  have  feen 
that,  as  members  of  a  great  empire,  of  which  they  were 
the  minority,  it  was  both  their  duty  and  their  intereft  to  ac- 
^uiefce  in  the  eftabliihed  order  of  things,  even  in  that 
country  of  which  they  conftltuted  the  majority,  when  it 
was  founded  upon,  and  exercifed  agreeably  to,  the  prin- 
ciples of  juftice  and  equity*  Confidering  the  hazards  and 
dangers  of  refinance  to  eftablifhed  government,  it  is  not 
in  human-nature  that  it  (hould  proceed,  if  general,  from 
mere  caprice.  Great  injuries  muft  be  previoufly  fuftained, 
and  the  paflions  muft  be  violently  inflamed,  before  fuch  ex- 
tremities are  reforted  to.  But  emancipation,  and  its  at- 
tendant moderate  and  praaical  reforms  would  have  armihi- 
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tatcd  the  actual  injury  fuftained  by  the  Catholics  >  and  an 
habitual  difpofition  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  conci- 
liation and  conceffion,  fo  far  as  the  general  iafety  and  wel- 
fare ot  the  (late  permitted,  would  effectually  have  baniihed 
from  the  fubfequent  inveftigation  thofe  angry  pawons  which 
it  is  the  part  of  a  wife  government  to  avoid  exciting  :  on 
the  contrary,  the  oppofite  emotions  of  gratitude,  confi- 
dence, and  affection,  would  by  this  means  have  been  pow- 
erfully awakened  in  the  breads  of  that  fufceptible  and  ge- 
nerous people  >  liberal  allowance  would  have  been  made  for 
the  real  difficulties  of  government ;  and  the  Irtth  Catholics 
would  have  felt  in  all  its  force  the  axiom  of  the  celebrated 
Milton,  who  juftly  and  nobly  fays  :  "  For  this  is  not  the 
liberty  which  we  can  hope  for,  that  no  grievance  ever 
ihould  a  rife  in  the  commonwealth— that  let  no  man  in 
this  world  expect:    but  where  complaints   are  freely 
heard,  deeply  confidered,  and  fpeedily  reformed,  then  is  the 
utmofl  bound  of  civil  liberty  attained  that  wife  men  look 
for."* 

Moll  unfortunately  for  the  interefts  of  the  Britifh  em- 
pire, her  aflairs  had  now  been  for  ten  years  in  the  hands  of 
a  minifter  of  great  eloquence,  art,  and  addrefs  indeed,  but 
who  was  alike  deftitute  of  that  enlarged  comprehenfion  of 
mind,  and  of  thofe  generous  feelings  of  the  heart  which, 
form,  when  combined,  that  greatefl  of  human  charac- 
ters—the genuine  patriot  ilatefman.  The  voice  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  when  afpiring  to  political  pre-eminence,  had 
been  beyond  all  others  loudell  in  the  clamor  of  reform ;  and* 
when  he  had  attained  to  power,  his  hand  was  beyond  all 
others  heavier!  in  the  oppreffion  ancL  pcrfecution  of  thofe 
who  had  liftened  to  his  doctrines  and  had  acted  upon  his 
principles. 

The  feflkm  of  parliament  in  Ireland  ended  June  the  5th, 
2795.    The  lord-lieutenant,  in  his  fpecch,  touched  lightly 
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upon  the  diftra&ed  ftate  of  the  country,  con 
the  rejection  of  the  late  bill  of  emancipation; 
ing  himfelf  with  an  earned  recommendation  to  the  mem- 
bers of  both  houfes  to  make  thofe  exertions  which  the 
times  demanded,  and  enforcing  the  neceffiry  of  an  exact 
fubmiflion  to  the laws— An  exhortation,  alas!  in  the  pre- 
sent -temper,  or  rather  diftemper,  of  the  times,  altogether 
unavailing  and  ufelefs.    From  this  period  the  famous  poli- 
tical afTociation  ftyled  the  Society  of  United  Iriihmen  rapid- 
ly extended  itfelf  over  the  whole  country,  including  all  the 
Catholics,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  Proteftants,  of  the 
kingdom ;  and  from  this  period  alfo  they  began,  as  was  pre- 
vioufly  predicted,  to  entertain  very  dangerous  views,  and  to 
form  illegal  and  treasonable  connexions  and  correfpondences 
with  the  government  of  France.    A  fpirit  of  univerfal  dif- 
afe£feion  prevailed.    Secret  oaths  of  adherence^o  the  af- 
fociation  were  adminiftered.    Agents  were  fent  to  nego- 
tiate with  the  Convention.    Acts  of  fedition,  rapine,  and 
murder,  were  perpetrated  by  the  moll  defperate  of  the  law- 
lets  and  licentious  populace  againft  the  bigoted  and  violent 
{ up  porter  s  of  government,  who,  on  the  other  hand,  confe- 
derated together  for  the  purpofes  of  fecurity  and  revenge, 
under  the  name  of  Orangemen,  in  focieties  ftyled  Orange- 
Lodges.    Mutual  injuries  foon  generated  a  mod  inveterate 
and  mutual  hatred  between  thefe  two  defcriptions  of  citi- 
zens, one  of  whom  was  beyond  comparifon  fuperior  in 
numbers,  the  other  in  property,  in  legal  authority,  jn  mili- 
tary force.    Thefe  diflenfions  gradually  increafed,  till  the 
whole  land  exhibited  a  fcene  of  confternation,  .blood,  and 
horror.  It  has  even  been  poCtively  aflerted,  that  entire  dif- 
tridts  of  Catholics  were  mcrciiefsly  profcribed  by  the  human 
fiends  ftyling  themfclves  Orange-men,  and  compelled  to 
remove  with  their  families  and  effects  beyond  the  Shan- 
non, under  the  penalty  of  having  their  habitations  burned, 
their  property  deftroyed,  and  their  perfons  endangered. 
<  To  Connaucht  or  to  Hell  !'  was  the  infernal  man- 
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date  of  thefe  villains.  Hope  fled  the  country ; — men  acted 
binder  the  inftigation  of  revenge,  and  took  counfel  of  de- 
fpair.  The  dreadful  effects  of  the  weak  and  wicked  fyftem 
of  mis-government,  recommended  and  acted  upon  by  the 
enemies  of  Catholic  liberty,  and  indeed  of  all  liberty,  were 
fully  apparent.  By  the  operation  of  this  fyftem  Ireland  was 
lafhed  into  madnefs,  and  driven  to  crimes  and  follies  which 
her  fober  reafon  would  haye  (hrunk  from  with  deteftation. 

From  this  view  of  civil  transactions  it  is  now  neceflary 
to  transfer  our  attention  to  military  concerns,  which  can 
fcarcely  exhibit  a  picture  more  bloody  or  difaftrous.    It  has 
been  already  mentioned  that  the  Britifh  army,  after  the 
abandonment  of  Nimeguen,  took  the  route  of  Arnheim  and 
Deventer,  under  the  command  of  general  Abercrombie. 
They  reached  the  laft  of  thefe  places  at  the  end  of  Janu- 
ary, 1795,  clolely  purfued  by  a  far  fuperior  force.  In  their 
•precipitate  retreat — or,  to  fpeak  plainly,  their  unintermitted 
flight — through  the  country,  they  continued  to  fuffer  incre^ 
dible  hardfhips — the  partial  thaws  which  took  place  obliging 
the  foldiers  to  wade  through  torrents  of  mud  and  water.  Al- 
though they  every-where  endeavoured  to  deftroy  the  maga- 
zines in  their  line  of  march,  vaft  quantities  of  artillery,  am- 
munition, and  ftorcs,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French. 
After  a  very  (hort  halt  at  Deventer  the  army  moved  again 
toward  the  German  frontier  ;  and  on  the  1 2th  of  February 
t,hey  crofled  the  Ems  at  Rheine,  being  much  haraiTed  by  the 
advanced  parties  of  the  enemy.    At  Groningen  the  divi- 
fion  commanded  by  lord  Cathcart  was  refufed  admittance  ; 
but  after  a  long  feries  of  difmal  difafters,  of  which  the  de- 
tail may  well  be  fpared,  the  (battered  remains  of  this  fine 
body  of  troops,  foppofed,  at  their  departure  from  Eng- 
land, to  amount  to  35,000  men,  now  reduced  to  about  a 
fifth  part  of  the  number,  reached  the  city  of  Bremen  on 
the  17th  and  28th  of  March  5  and  in  a  (hort  time  they 
embarked  on  board  the  tranfports  lying  ready  to  receive 
them  in  the  Elbe  for  their  native  country. 
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Early  in  the  new  year  the  French  armies  on  the  Rhine 
and  Ncckar  reduced  the  ftrong  fort  da  Rhcin,  on  the  vre£- 
tern  bank  of  the  river,  which  covered  the  city  of  Manhcim  \  I 
and  formed  the  blockade  of  the  important  town  of  Mentz. 
During  the  winter  negotiations  had  been  pubHcly  carrying 
on  between  the  Convention  and  the  court  of  Berlin  ;  and  on 
the  5th  of  April  a  treaty  of  peace  was  figned  at  Balle  be- 
tween  the  two  powers,  the  chief  condition  of  which  im- 
ported that  the  French  fhould  continue  to  occupy  that  part 
of  the  Pruffian  territory  fituated  on  the  left  honk  of  the 
Rhine,  actually  in  their  poflefuon— all  definitive  arrange-  j 
ments  to  be  poftponed  till  a  general  pacification  mall  take 
place  with  die  German  empire.  By  a  fubfequent  conven- 
tion a  line  of  demarcation  was  drawn,  comprehending  the 
northern  circles  of  Germany,  beyond  which  the  French 
confented  not  to  carry  their  arms  v  and  foon  afterwards 
peace  was  concluded  with  the  French  republic  by  the  land- 
grave of  Heffe-Caflel  and  the  Elector  of  HanOvbr  ! 

Uninterrupted  conqueft  ftill  attended  the  arms  of  France 
on  the  fide  of  the  Pyrenees.  'Hie  fiege  of  the  ftrong  mari- 
time town  of  Rofes,  fituated  eight  leagues  to  the  north- 
eaft  of  Girone,  in  the  province  of  Catalonia,  was  begun 
about  the  clofe  of  the  preceding  year  ( 1 794).  The  heavy 
artillery  had  fcarceiy  effected  a  flight  breach  when  the  vo- 
lunteers of  the  befieging  army  begged  permiffion  to  mount ; 
but  the  garruon,  not  daring  to  ftantt  the  aflault,  embarked, 
during  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  on  board  the  veflels  lying 
in  the  harbour ;  and  the  French  took  bioodlefe  poffeflioB  of 
that  important  fortrefs.  A  variety  of  engagements  fuc- 
ceeded,  in  which  the  republicans  had  uniformly  the  advan- 
tage; and  at  length,  gaining  the  open  country,  no  impe- 
diment feemed  to  remain  to  prevent  their  marching  to  Ma- 
drid. But  the  king  of  Spain,  feized  with  juft  terror,  tranf- 
*nitted  orders  to  Don  Domingo  d'Yriate,  whom  he  had  no- 
minated his  plenipotentiary  at  Bade,  immediately  to  con- 
chide  a  treaty  of  pacification,  which,  on  the  part  of  the 
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French,  was  figned  on  the  226,  of  July  by  M.  Bartheleray. 
By  this  treaty,  France  agreed  to  evacuate  her  conquefts  in 
Spain,  and  the  Catholic  king  ceded  to  the  French  republic 
all  the  Spanilh  part  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Domingo— an  inva- 
luable acquifition,  and  capable  of  unlimited  improvement. 

The  grand-duke  of  Tufcany  alfo,  about  this  period,,  re* 
fumed  his  fyftem  of  neutrality,  declaring,  in  a  public  pro- 
clamation (March  1),  "  That  whilft  he  enjoyed  the  fatis- 
fa&ion  of  feeing  Tufcany  fuperior  as  it  were  to  the  occur- 
rences of  the  times,  reding  peaceful  and  quiet  on  that  neu- 
trality which  was  conftantly  refpe&ed  by  the  French  repub- 
lic, he  found  himfelf  involved  in  thofe  unpleafant  tranfac- 
tions  which  are  already  known  to  all  Europe.  Although  his 
royal  highnefs  was  unable  to  reGft  them,  yet  he  confented 
to  nothing  but  the  removal  of  the  French  mini  ft er  refident 
at  his  court, — the  only  a£r,  which  the  imperious  circum- 
ftances  of  the  times  could  extort  from  him.  And  his  royal 
highnefs  now  exprefsly  repeals  all  a&s  of  adhefion,  confent, 
and  acceffion,  to  the  armed  coalition  againft  the  French  re- 
public"— The  campaign  of  this  fummcr  in  Italy  afforded 
no  incident  worthy  of  hiftoric  notice  :  it  is  fuiHcient  to  fay, 
that  the  French  failed  in  their  attempts  to  eftabiMh  them* 
felvcs  in  the  open  country  of  Piedmont. 

On  the  7th  of  June  the  impregnable  fortrefs  of  Luxem- 
burg) which  had  been  in  a  ftate  of  blockade  from  the  time 
that  France  had  fubje&ed  the  circumjacent  country,  capi- 
tulated upon  the  moil  honorable  terms.  The  garrifon  con- 
fifted  of  10,000  men,  commanded  by  marefchal  Bender,  a 
brave  and  fkilful  officer,  who  might,  and  undoubtedly 
would,  have  continued  to  defend  the  place,  upon  the 
works  of  which  little  impreflion  had  been  made,  if  he  had 
not  deemed  the  releafe  of  fo  large  a  garrifon  more  than  an 
equivalent  to  the  emperor  for  the  furrender  of  a  fortrefs 
which  it  was  utterly  out  of  his  power  to  fuccour.  The 
pofleflion  of  Luxemburg  completed  the  conqucft  of  the 
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country  to  the  left  of  the  Rhine,  with  the  exception  of 
Mentz,  which  had  now  been  fruitlefsly  befieged  for  feveral 
months.  The  Auftrians,  commanded  by  generals  Clairfait 
and  Wurmfer,  maintained  an  uninterrupted  intercourfe 
with  the  garrifon,  from  Caflel,  on  the  oppofite  bank.  It 
being  at  length  perceived  that  the  city  could  not  be  reduced 
until  a  perfect  inveftmcnt  Was  formed,  a  very  large  body  of 
the  French  troops,  under  general  Jourdain,  palled  the 
Rhine  for  that  purpofe  at  DufTeldorf,  which  furrendextd 
without  refinance — the  Auftrians  retiring  to  a  ftrong  po- 
rtion on  the  Lahn.  Another  body,  equal  in  force,  com- 
manded by  general  Pichegru,  efre&ed  the  paflage  of  the 
river  at  Manheim,  of  which  city  they  took  immediate  pof- 
feilion,  on  terms  very  favorable  to  the  inhabitants.  The 
inveftment  of  Mentz  was  now  at  lad  accompliflied,  and  a 
confident  hope  was  entertained  df  its  fpeedy  capitulation ; 
but  the  event  {hewed  the  uncertainty  of  war :  a  divifion  of 
general  Pichegru's  army  being  ordered  to  the  attack  of  a  poft 
necefTary  to  prevent  the  junction  of  the  forces  of  Clairfait 
and  Wurmfer,  now  marching  to  the  relief  of  Mentz,  were 
overpowered,  and  compelled  to  retreat  with  precipitation 
to  Manheim ;  and  Jourdain,  thus  deprived  of  the  expe&ed 
co-operation  of  Pichegru,  found  his  poGtion  no  longer 
tenable.  The  Auftrians  alfo,  by  an  attack  on  neutral  ter- 
ritory, had  taken  part  of  his  heavy  artillery  :  Jourdain  was 
therefore  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  repaired  the  Rhine 
at  Duffeldorf,  much  harafled  by  general  Clairfait  in  his  re- 
feat.  The  Auftrians  even  purfued  the  enemy  acrofs  the 
river,  and  beat  up  the  quarters  of  the  French,  fpreading 
terror  over  the  country  as  far  as  Luxemburg. 

General  Wurmfer,  on  the  other  fide,  proceeded  to  the 
attack  of  Manheim  ;  and  in  revenge  for  the  too  eafy  fur- 
render  of  this  place  to  the  French  by  the  elector,  who  was 
anxious  for  its  prefcrvation,  the  Auftrians  immediately  be- 
gan a  bombardment,  which  in  a  fhort  time  deftroved  the 
principal  buildings,  public  and  private,  of  that  beautiful 
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city,  reducing  it  to  a  fccnc  of  horrible  defolation ;  and  of 
thefe  fmoking  ruins,  once  Manheim,  the  befiegers,  after 
making  the  ufual  regular  approaches,  had  the  fatisfaction 
to  become  mailers,  the  garrifon  furrendering  themfelves 
prifoners  of  wan  Various*  indecifive  encounters  took  place 
between  the  different  armies  during  the  remainder  of  thi* 
campaign,  which  was  at  length  terminated  by  an  armiftice 
of  three  month*,  agreed  upon  by  the  generals,  and  ratified 
by  the  refpe&ive  belligerent  powers* 

The  marine  of  France  being  extremely  reduced  by  the 
difafters  of  the  war,  the  naval-  tranfa&ions  of  the  prefent 
fummer,  owing  to-  the  extreme  caution  of  the  enemy,  are 
not  very  interefting  or  memorable.  In  the  month  of  March 
an  engagement  took  place  in  the  Mediterranean,  off  the 
coaft  of  Corfica,  between  two  fquadrons  of  nearly  equal* 
force,  commanded  by  the  admirals  Hotham  and  Richery, 
which  terminated  honorably  for  the  Englim.  The  Ca-fra 
of  eighty,  and  the  Cenfeur  of  feventy-four  guns,  ftruck  to- 
the  Britifh  flag  :  but  on  the  other  hand  the  French  unfor- 
tunately captured  the  Berwick,  of  feventy-four  guns,  on  its 
way  to  join  the  fleet ;  and  the  Illuftrious,  of  the  fame  rate^ 
being  much  damaged  in  the  fight,  was  driven  on  more,  and 
loft  near  Avenza. 

The  very  (k-iiful  and  gallant  retreat  of  admiral  Cornwallis, 
with  a  fmall  fquadron  of  five  (hips  of  the  line,  from  a  far 
fuperior  force,  is  not  undeserving  of  hiftoric  mention.  The 
admiral  had  been  for  fome  weeks  cruizing  off"  Belleifle, 
where  he  had  made  fome  valuable  mercantile  captures  ;  but 
on  the  1 6th  of  June,  (landing  in  with  the  land  near  the 
Penmarks,  the  Phaeton  frigate  made  a*fignal  for  an  ene- 
my's fleet,  confiding  of  no  left  than  thirteen  line-of-battle 
(hips.  At  nine  the  next  morning  the  French  began  the  at- 
tack, which  was  vigorouily  repelled  by  the  Englifh,  who 
kept  up  a  running  fight  the  whole  day,  without  fuffering 
the  enemy  to  gain  the  lead  advantage.  At  length,  by  a 
well-timed  and  happy  deception,  fignals  were  thrown  out, 
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by  the  repcating-frigate,  that  a  fuperior  Britifh  fleet  was  ia 
light,  on  which  the  French  thought  it  moft  prudent  to 
Hieer  off.  » 

But  on  the  23d  of  the  fame  month  this  very  fquadron 
actually  fell  in  with  a  fuperior  fleet,  under  lord  Bridporr, 
off  Port  L'Orient.  The  engagement  began  early  ki  the 
morning,  and  lafted  till  three  in  the  afternoon,  by  which 
time  three  capital  fhips  had  (truck  their  colors.  The  reft  of 
the  fquadron,  keeping  clofe  in  (hore,  efcaped  into  L'Orient. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  French  made,  in  the  month  of 
October,  a  capture  of  thirty  merchantmen  from  the  Medi- 
terranean and  Levant,  with  a  (hip  of  the  line,  conftituting 
part  of  the  convoy. 

In  the  Weft  Indies,  notwithftanding  the  difparity  of 
naval  force,  the  French,  after  recovering  the  whole  of 
Guadaloupe,  attacked  with  fuccefs  the  fort  of  Tiburon  in 
St.  Domingo,  and  made  therafelves  mailers  of  St.  Euftatius. 
Their  celebrated  leader,  Victor  Hugues,  found  means  to 
excite  fuch  dangerous  infurrections  of  the  negroes  and  peo- 
ple of  colour  in  the  Englifli  iflands,  that  to  attempt  any 
other  than  defenfivc  meafures  feemed  wholly  impracticable. 
St.  Lucia,  after  a  violent  and  bloody  conflict  with  the  infur- 
gents,  was  reluctantly  evacuated  by  the  governor-general, 
Stewart ;  and  Grenada,  Dominique,  and  St.  Vincent's, 
were  preferved  with  great  difficulty.  Thofe  whom  the 
fword  fpared  were  taken  off  by  die  ravages  of  the  yellow- 
fever — a  fpecies  of  peftilential  diforder  which  now  for  the 
firft  time  appeared,  at  lead  in  its  prefent  dreadful  form,  in 
thofe  baneful  climes ;  and  the  Weft  Indies  .proved,  as  ufual, 
the  grave  of  the  Europeans  who  were  deftined  to  that  fatal 
fervice. 

A  war,  originating  in  an  accidental  and  trivial  caufe,  was 
alfo  commenced,  on  the  part  of  the  Englifh  government  in 
Jamaica,  pj^ainft  ths  Maroon  Indians,  a  free  nation  inhabit- 
ing a  mountainous  tract  in  the  interior  of  the  ifland.  As 
they  were  juftiy  deemed  very  hoftile  and  dangerous  neigh- 
bours, 
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boars,  the  war  was  conducted  in  the  dreadful  fpirit  of  ex- 
termination 5  and  a  new  fpecies  of  warfare,  new  at  leaft  to 
England,  was  reforted  to  by  the  governor,  lord  Balcarras, 
who  fent  to  Cuba  for  a  corps  of  Spanifti  chafleurs,  with 
blood-hounds,  to  be  employed  in  the  purfuit  and  detection 
of  thefe  fwift-footed  Indians,  who  ran  wild  in  the  woods, 
or  fought  for  refuge  in  the  recefles  of  the  rocks.  In  the  re- 
fult,  all  refiftance  being  quelled,  that  fierce  and  refractory 
tribe  or  nation  were  tranfported  from  their  own  burning 
clime,  acrofs  the  ocean,  to  a  fettlement  provided  for  them 
amid  the  frozen  waftes  of  Upper  Canada. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1 794,  in  confequence  of  the 
rapid  progrefs  of  the  French  arms,  an  urgent  application 
was  made  by  the  Dutch  merchants  to  the  Britifti  minifter 
for  leave  to  depofit  their  treafure  and  flores  in  England, 
without  paying  the  duty  ad  valorem  at  the  Cuflom-houfe  : 
But  Mr.  Pitt  replied,  "  that  he  could  not  confent  to  relax 
the  revenue-laws  in  this  inftance,  fince  it  would  only  ferve 
to  propagate  in  this  country  the  groundlefs  and  chimerical 
apprehertjions  entertained  in  Holland."    On  the  16th  of  Ja- 
nuary following,  neverthelefs,  a  royal  proclamation  was 
iflued,  permitting  all  goods,  wares,  merchandize,  &c.  be- 
longing to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Provinces,  to  be 
landed  in  any  of  the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  be  fe- 
cured  in  the  warehoufes  of  his  majefty,  &c.    But  the  time 
was  now  paft  ;  the  French  were  in  poflcfiion  of  Holland, 
and  no  benefit  could  be  derived  from  this  tardy  indulgence. 
A  very  abrupt. termination,  however,  of  thefe  friendly  dif- 
pofitions  took  place  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  government  \ 
for,  on  the  19th  of  January,  a  new  proclamation  was 
ilTuetl,  conformably  to  the  minifterial  polc-ftar  of  exifting 
circumllanees,    abilracted  from  all   confideration  either 
profpedlive^or  retro fpective — containing  peremptory  orders 
to  feize  whatever  Dutch  vcflels  were  found  in  the  ports  of 
Great  Britain  5  in  confequence  of  which,  five  (hips  of  war 
were  fecurcd  lying  in  Plymouth  Sound,  nine  Eaft-lndiamen, 
vol.  in.  p  and 
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and  about  fixty  fail  of  other  veflels.  On  the  9th  of  February 
a  third  proclamation  was  publiflicd,  authorizing  the  capture 
of  all  Dutch  fhips  and  property  ;  and  letters  of  marque  and 
rcprifal  were  alfo,  after  an  interval  of  fome  months,  grant- 
ed ;  fo  that  war  againft  Holland  was  virtually  declared: 
And,  before  the  end  of  the  fummer,  the  famous  fettlement 
of  the  Cape  furrendcred  to  vice-admiral  Elphinitone  almoft 
without  refiftance. 

Although  this  conqueft  was  calculated  to  flatter  the  va- 
nity of  the  people  of  England,  it  is  certain  that  every  pur- 
pofe  of  real  commercial  advantage  was  fully  anfwered  by  it 
while  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Dutch.  The  ceflkm  of  it 
therefore  to  this  country  would  only  entail  upon  Great 
Britain  in  perpetuity  an  ufelefs  expenfe,  caufing  a  frefh  in- 
crease to  the  enormous  influence  of  the  crown,  by  the  addi- 
tional  offices  of  which  it  would  ncceffarily  have  the  difpofaJ. 
It  could  not  fail,  likewife,  to  be  remembered  by  the  nations 
of  Europe,  that  the  original  pretext  for  the  war  was  the 
protection  of  the  Dutch  commonwealth,  whofe  territory 
we  had  not  hefitated  to  difmember,  and  of  whofe  property 
we  had  now  mown  ourfclves  at  leaft  as  ftrongly  difpofed  as 
France  to  join  in  the  pillage  and  the  plunder.    If  the  object 

*  of  the  war  was  the  defence  of  Holland,  whofe  moil  doubt- 
ful  rights  the  court  of  London  had  affe£ted  to  guard  with 
fuch  vigilant  jealoufy,  the  Britifh  minifters  might  confider 
themfelves  as  of  all  ftatefmen  the  moft  unfortunate  in  being 
fo  foon  compelled,  not  merely  to  relinquifh  their  object* 

.  but  to  a£t  upon  a  principle  diametrically  oppofite  to  the 
grand  and  primary  purpofe  of  their  own  fyftem  of  policy. 

But  of  all  the  naval  expeditions  of  the  prefent  fummer, 
by  far  the  mod  memorable  was  that  which  was  attempted 
by  the  Englifh  government  in  aid  of  the  inhabitants  of  La 
Vendee  and  La  Loire.  In  order  to  exhibit  a  cloar  and  con- 
nected view  of  this  moft  difaftrous  enterprife,  it  will  be  re- 
quifite  to  take  a  general  retrofpect  of  the  interior  and  do- 
me (lie  concerns  of  France.    At  the  commencement  of  the 
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year  1 795,  the  rebellion  in  the  ancient  provinces  of  Anjou, 
Poitou,  and  Brittany,  inhabited  chiefly  by  a  barbarous, 
ignorant,  and  bigoted  race,  blindly  attached  to  their  pf  iefts, 
as  barbarous  and  as  ignorant  as  themfelves,  feemed,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  lenient  meafures  adopted  by  the  new  go- 
vernment, nearly  and  happily  fuppreffed.  On  the  3d  of 
March  a  formal  treaty  was  figned  by  general  Cancleaux 
with  the  chiefs  of  the  Vcndeans  and  Chouans,  fo  named 
from  their  nocturnal  depredations,  who  made  their  public 
entry  into  the  city  of  Nantz,  Charette  himfelf  being  at  the 
head  of  the  proceffion,  accompanied  by  the  Conventional 
teprefentatives — the  people  ceafmg  not  to  exclaim,  «  Vive 
la  paix  !  Vive  l'union  !"  It  was  however  remarked,  that 
Charette  and  his  companions  in  arms  appeared  filent  and 
melancholy,  as  if  they  already  repented  their  engagements 
of  fubmiflion  to  the  republic. 

Although  the  different  parties  into  which  the  Convention 
was  divided  had  coalefced,  in  order  to  effect  the  overthrow 
of  the  infamous  Robefpierre,  no  fooner  had  the  common 
danger  fubfided,  than  the  ancient  and  tooted  animofity  of 
the  oppofing  factions  began  once  more  to  difplay  itfclf ; 
and  a  violent  ftruggle  foon  fucceeded  between  thofe  who, 
having  acted  with  Robefpierre,  wifhed  rather  to  mitigate 
than  to  abolifh  the  atrocities  of  the  revolutionary  govern- 
ment— and  thofe  who  were  defirous  not  merely  to  eftablifh 
a  regular  conftitution,  but  to  bring  thofe  pcrfons  to  punifli- 
ment  whom  they  regarded  as  the  aiders  and  abettors  of  the 
Robefpierrian  tyranny.  Since  the  reftoration  of  the  re- 
maining reprefentatives  of  the  Gironde  party,  and  the  free- 
dom of  debate,  the  latter  defcription  of  members  had  ob- 
tained a  decided  authority  in  the  Convention.  On  the  27th. 
of  December,  1794,  Merlin  of  Douay,  reported  from  the 
united  committees,  that  there  was  ground  for  examining 
into  the  conduct  of  Barrere,  Billaud  Varenncs,  Collot 
D'Herbois,  and  Vadicr.  A  decree,  inftituting  the  propofed 
enquiry,  immediately  parted,  and  a  commiiBcn  of  twenty- 
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one  members  was  appointed  to  report  upon  the  facts  im- 
puted in  the  denunciations.  Certainly  it  may  well  admit  of 
a  doubt,  confidcring  all  circumftances,  whether  this  proce- 
dure of  the  prevailing  party  in  the  Convention  was  the  re- 
fult  of  a  pure  and  enlightened  patriotifm,  or  whether  it  was 
fuggefted  in  whole,  or  in  part,  by  the  bafe  and  criminal 
motives  of  perfonal  hatred  and  revenge.  The  characters  of 
fome  of  the  prefent  Conventional  leaders,— of  Merlin,  the 
author  of  the  late  report  for  inftance — or  of  Tallien,  the 
Mark  Antony,  as  he  has  been  ft y led,  of  the  revolution, 
a  man  immerfed  in  diflipation  and  pleafure,— - did  not,  it 
muft  be  acknowledged,  countenance  the  opinion  of  any 
heroic  exertion  of  virtue.  The  accufation  of  Barrerc  was 
very  unpopular.  That  extraordinary  man  had  been  known 
on  various  occafions  to  employ  his  influence  in  alleviating 
the  horrors  of  that  mercilefs  tyranny  of  which  he  was  on 
other  occafions  the  too  well-known  and  active  inftrument. 
He  had  alio  the  merit  of  joining,  when  the  fuccefs  was  as 
yet  very  doubtful,  the  combination  formed  againft  the 
moniter  Robefpierre  ;  but,  above  all,  the  wonderfully  ener- 
getic fpeech  'by  which  he  encouraged  and  incited  the  people 
of  France  to  rife  as  one  man,  and  expel  the  hirelings  of 
defpots  from  the  territories  of  the  republic,  refounded  ftill 
in  the  ears  of  every  genuine  friend  of  liberty.  The  criminal 
violence  of  that  committee  of  which  he  had  been  a  member 
was  abforbed  in  the  recollection  of  the  victories  gained  un- 
der its  aufpices  •,  and  now  that  fo  many  facrifices  had  been 
made  to  the  majefty  of  offended  juftice,  the  public  feeracd 
willing  that  the  errors  and  even  the  delinquencies  of  men 
placed  in  Rations  fo  perilous,  and  charged  with  the  fafcty 
of  their  country,  contending  for  its  exiflence  againil  a 
confederacy  fo  potent  and  profligate,  fhould,  for  the  fake 
of  their  political  merits,  be  for  ever  buried  in  oblivion. 

On  the  2d  of  March  (1795),  the  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Twenty-one  was  made  by  M.  Saladin,  who  de- 
clared that  the  accufed  had  exercifed  a  defpotic  influence 
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over  the  national  reprefentation,  and  that  their  guilt  was 
manifeft.    The  trial  of  the  deputies  was  then  fixed  for  the 
22d  of  March,  before  which  Vadicr  found  means  to  cfcape 
in  the  difguife  of  a  courier.    A  moft  able  defence  in  behalf 
^^he  accufed  was  made,  not  by  themfelves  merely,  but  by 
JCindet  and  Carnot,  two  members  of  the  fame  Committee 
of  Safety,  but  who  were  exempted  from  the  decree  of  ac- 
cufation.    They  infilled  with  one  voice,  that,  during  the 
tyranny  of  Robefpierre,  they  had  all  acted  under  compul- 
fion,  and  that  the  individual  who  had  dared  to  oppofe  the 
ufurper  muft  have  been  inevitably  facrificed.    In  the  mean 
time,  extreme  dinatisfa&ion,  fomented  by  the  Jacobin 
party,  was  apparent  amongft  the  lower  clafies  of  the  Pari- 
Cans,  and,  on  the  ifl  of  April,  an  immenfe  and  defperate 
multitude  proceeded  to  the  hall  of  the  Convention,  ex- 
claiming, that  they  were  the  fame  men  who  had  Hood  for- 
ward on  behalf  of  the  nation  on  the  14th  of  July,  the  10th 
of  Auguft,  and  the  31ft  of  May.    They  faid  they  were 
refolved  to  be  free,  and  that  the  accufed  patriots  fhould  not 
be  facrificed  to  the  paflions  of  the  other  party.    For  feveral 
fuccellive  hours  the  Convention  remained  imprifoned  in  the 
hall  where  they  held  their  feflion,  and  were  obliged  to  hear 
and  to  endure  the  infults  and  menaces  of  thefe  lawlefs 
ruffians.    But  the  reign  of  Jacobinifm  was  fhort :  the  citi- 
zens aflembled  in  arms  at  the  found  of  the  tocfin,  and 
marched  in  great  force  before  evening  towards  the  hall, 
furrounding  it  on  all  fides  for  the  protection  of  the  Na- 
tional Convention.    A  decree  was  patted  to  punifli  the 
agitators  of  thefe  diforders,  and  Dumont  observed,  "  that 
all  thefe  tumults  were  excited  only  to  prevent  the  trials  of 
the  three  great  criminals.    Let  us,"  faid  he,  «  abolifli  the 
pain  of  death,  but  caft  out  thefe  monfters  from  our  fociety." 
It  was  accordingly  decreed,  that  Barrerc,  Collot,  and  Bil- 
laud  Varenncs,  fhould  be  tranfported  to  Guiana,  and  that 
they  mould  be  fent  thither  immediately.   General  Pichegru 
being  at  this  time  in  Paris,  was  appointed  by  the  Conven- 
tion 
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tion  to  the  command  of  the  armed  force  of  that  great  city. 
By  his  authority  and  exertions  tranquillity  was  foon  reflored, 
and  the  pccafion  embraced  to  aired  divers  other  leaders  of 
the  Mountain  or  Jacobin  faction,  who  were  fent  to  the 
Caftle  of  Ham  in  Picardy,  amongft  whom  were  Choudieu 
and  Duhem  ;  and  the  lift  of  the  profcribed  was  afterwa  m 
increafed  by  a  large  addition  of  names — Thuriot,  Levaf- 
feur,  and  Cambon,  being  of  the  number. 

Though  the  conduct  of  t,he  Convention  might  upon  the 
whole  feem  praife- worthy,  it  could  not  be  concealed  that 
they  punifhed  the  abufes  of  arbitrary  power  upon  arbitrary 
principles,  uniting  in  themfelves  the  difcordant  characters 
of  accufers,  witnefles,  and  judges  •,  and  the  eflablifhment 
of  a  regular  conftitution  of  government  became  more  and 
more  the  anxious  object  of  the  general  wilh.  Before  the 
end  of  April,  a  committee  of  eleven  was  nominated  for  the 
important  purpofc  of  organizing  a  conftitutional  code  for 
the  confideration  of  the  Conventional  Aflembly,  confifting 
of  Thibeaudeau,  Lepaux,  Languinais,  Boifly  D'Angbs, 
Louvet,  Daunon,  and  five  others  of  lefs  note. 

The  trial  of  the  infamous  Fouquier  Tinville,  the  public 
accufer,  and  the  ex-judges  and  jurors  of  the  late  Revolu- 
tionary Tribunal,  was,  from  various  caufes,  deferred  till 
the  8th  of  May  of  the  prefent  year*  The  greater!  crimes 
and  atrocities  being  clearly  proved  againft  this  abominable 
court  of  judicature,  amounting  to  an  actual  and  complete 
fubverfion  of  all  public  juftice,  and  to  the  fubltitution  in  its 
room  of  a  fyflem  of  judicial  aflafiination,— the  wretch  Fou- 
quier, and  fifteen  others,  whq  occupied  the  Rations  either 
of  judges  or  jurors  of  this  deteftable  tribunal,  were  exe- 
cuted the  following  morning,  amidft  the  execrations  of  the 
people. 

At  this,  period  the  Convention  concluded  (May  15),  not 
only  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  but  of  alliance  offenfive 
and  defenfive,  with  the  Dutch  republic,  whofe  territories, 
confidered  as  thofe  of  a  vanquiftied  foe,  had  been  treated 
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by  the  French  with  remarkable  lenity  and  moderation. 
Indeed,  the  Convention  had  from  the  firft  diftinguiihed 
between  the  ftadtholder  and  the  people  of  the  Seven  United 
Provinces  ;  regarding  the  latter  as  enemies  only  fo  far  as 
they  entered  into  the  views  and  meafures  of  the  former, 
which  it  was  notorious  that  a  vaft  majority  of  them  dilap- 
proved  and  detefted.  The  articles  of  the  treaty  were  upon 
the  whole  very  equitable  and  even  generous  ;  but  equity 
and  generofity  proved  eventually,  in  this  c.ifc,  as  in  moifc 
others,  the  bed  policy.  The  Convention  acknowledged 
and  guarantied  the  independence  of  the  republic,  and  alfo 
the  abolition  of  the  ftadtholderate  5  and  they  agreed  to  make 
no  peace  with  any  country  in  which  Holland  ihould  not  bj* 
included.  All  the  arferials  and  magazines  were  rcftorcd  ; 
and,  as  the  operations  of  the  war  were  for  the  future  to  hs 
carried  on  in  concert,  the  Dutch  government  was  even  al- 
lowed the  privilege  of  fending  a  deputy  who  mould  fit  and 
have  a  deliberative  voice  in  the  Committee  of  Public  Wel- 
fare at  Paris.  All  the  Dutch  territories  were  reftored  with- 
out referve,  excepting  that  part  of  Dutch  Flanders  which 
lies  to  the  fouth  of  the  Maefe — Maelbricht,  Venlo,  and 
their  dependencies.  And,  at  the  epoch  of  a  general  peace, 
ceflton  (hall  be  made  to  the  United  Provinces,  of  portions 
of  territory  equivalent  in  extent  to  the  cefhons  made  on 
their  part,  and  in  the  fituation  moll  convenient  to  the 
republic. 

The  exiled  deputies  of  the  Jacobin  faction  had  embarked 
on  board  different  veflels,  in  order  to  proceed  on  their  voy- 
age to  Guiana ;  but  Cambon  and  Thuriot  having,  unfor- 
tunately for  the  country,  effected  their  efcape,  found  means 
to  excite,  upon  their  fecret  arrival  in  Paris,  another  and 
more  dangerous  infurrettion  than  the  former  5  previous  to 
which,  feditious  placards  were  polled  up  in  various  parts 
of  the  city,  where  a  fcarcity  approaching  to  famine  at  this 
time  prevailed,  prefaced  with  the  alarming  and  paradoxical 
principle,  «  that  infurre&ion  is  the  moft  facred  duty  of  the 
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people."    Early  on  the  20th  of  May,  the  tocfm  was  founded 
in  the  fauxbourg  St.  Antoine,  and  the  generate  beaten.  On 
the  meeting  of  the  Convention,  a  decree  pa  fled,  ordering 
all  the  citizens  to  their  refpeftive  fed  ions,  outlawing  every 
perfon  who  fhould  head  the  infurgents,  and  declaring  the 
fitting  permanent.    But,  in  defiance  of  thefe  injunctions,  a 
vaft  multitude  furrounded,  as  before,  the  hall  of  the  Con- 
vention, which  was  ordered  to  be  cleared,  and  the  gen- 
darmes were  fummoned  to  protect  the  perfons  of  the  depu- 
ties, and  a  feverc  conflict  took  place  between  the  foldiery 
and  the  infurgents.    Loud  cries  were  heard  in  the  environs 
of  the  hall,  clamoring  for  bread  and  the  conftitution  of 
1 793.    At  length,  general  Hoche  was  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  whole  armed  force  of  Paris,  but  the  dis- 
orders in  the  hall  of  fitting  flill  continued  ;  and,  in  the 
midft  of  the  tumult,  one  of  the  national  rcprefentatives, 
Fcrrand,  was  killed  by  repeated  ftrokes  of  a  fabre,  in  one 
of  the  corridores,  his  head  being  afterwards  fevered  from 
the  body,  and  brought  into  the  hall  of  the  Convention  upon 
a  pike.    Boifly  D'Anglas,  the  prefi dent,  remained  firm  and 
immoveable  during  this  fcene  of  violence  and  uproar — the 
Convention  refembling  more  a  camp  of  armed  men  than  an 
aflembly  of  legiflators.    But  a  great  number  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Gironde  having  gradually  left  the  hall,  the 
Mountain  or  Jacobin  party,  finding  themfelves  the  majority, 
took  advantage  of  this  momeut  of  confirmation  and  terror 
to  repeal  feverai  decrees  which  had  been  at  different  times 
levelled  againft  them,  amid  the  enthufiaftic  acclamations  of  9 
the  populace.     This  ufurped  authority  was  of  ftiort  durar 
tion— -the  military,  accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  ci- 
tizens in  arms,  making  their  appearance  in  great  force,  on 
which  the  multitude  made  their  efcape  through  doors  and 
windows  with  great  precipitation.    The  pretended  decrees 
of  repeal  were  then,  on  the  motion  of  Bourdon  dc.TOife, 
ihcmfcives  repealed,  or  rather  annulled,  and  feverai  of 
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the  Jacobin  members  concerned  in  the  tranfa£Hon  put  un- 
der  arreft. 

Thefe  fhocking  diforders,  though  fupprefled,  were  not 
cxtinguifhed ;  for,  on  the  next  day,  the  Convention  was 
again  (unrounded  by  the  populace  in  the  tike  manner; 
and  cannon  being  planted  in  the  Place  of  the  Caroufel,  a 
deputation  was  reluctantly  admitted  from  the  infurgents. 
To  the  demands  of  this  deputation  the  prefident  was  com- 
pelled to  return  a  favorable  anfwer,  and  to  the  fubfequcnt 
difgrace  of  giving  the  fraternal  embrace  to  the  members  of 
it,  who  were  alfo  invited  to  the  honors  of  the  fitting.  On 
the  third  day,  the  Convention,  amidfl  apprehenfions  ancfc 
alarms,  refumed  the  excrcife  of  their  functions.  But,  on 
the  fourth,  the  inhabitants  of  the  fauxbourgs  were  once 
more  preparing  to  attack  the  hall  of  the  Convention,  when 
the  citizens  of  Paris  again  rofe  in  defence  of  the  national' 
reprefentatives,  every  avenue  to  the  Tuilleries  being  filled" 
with  armed  citizens.  The  Conventional  Aflembly,  thus 
fupported,  took  courage,  and  declared  the  fauxbourg 
St.  Antoine  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion,  and  ordered  the  fee- 
tion3  of  Paris,  fuftained  by  the  regular  military  force,  to 
march  inftantly  againft  them.  The  wretched  and  deluded 
populace  feeing  themfelves  invefled  on  every  fide,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  an  immediate  cannonade  or  bombardment,  •at 
length  furrendered  at  difcretion.  A  decree  of  the  Conven- 
tion then  pa  fled  for  difurming  the  Jacobins  ;  the  ufe  of 
pikes  was  abolifhed,  and  the  cannon  of  the  fevcral  fe&:ion8» 
delivered  up  by  order  of  the  Convention.  Several  arrefts 
and  executions  of  the  leaders  of  this  dangerous  infurrcc- 
tion  followed  immediately  the  final  fuppreflion  of  it ;  order 
was  every  where  reftored,  and  the  flaming  Mountain  was 
once  more  overthrown.  Its  famous  chiefs,  Collot  D'Her- 
bois,  Biilaud  Varennes,  and  Barrere,  were  remanded  back 
to  take  their  trial ;  but  the  two  former  had  already  failed, 
and  Barrere  only  remained,  who  was  committed  to  clofe 
imprifonment.    The  infurrecUon  of  the  Jacobins  in  Paris 
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depended  upon,  and  was  concerted  with,  various  others  ih 
the  different  departments.  At  Lyons,  at  Toulon,  and  Mar- 
feilles,  that  furious  faction  made  efforts,  with  all  the  vio- 
lence of  defpair,  to  repoflefs  themfelves  of  the  power  they 
had  fo  infamoufly  abufed,  and  fo  defervedly  loft  j  but  they 
were  without  much  difficulty  defeated.  At  Lyons,  the 
rc-a&ion  was  terrible — the  chief  agents  and  inftruments  of 
Collot  D'llerbois  having  been  maflacrcd  in  prifon  •,  and, 
in  other  towns,  vengeance  had  taken  place  of  law,  though 
not  perhaps  of  juflice. 

During  thefe  commotions  in  Paris  and  the  fouthern 
provinces,  the  chiefs  of  the  revolters  in  the  departments  of 
La  Vendee  and  La  Loire,  fo  recently  reconciled  to  the 
French  government,  again  manifefted  a  difpofition  to  re- 
fume  their  arms,  which  they  had  with  extreme  reluctance 
confented  ever  to  lay  down.  It  is  however  probable  that 
their  fubmiflion,  though  involuntary,  was  fincere  in  the 
firft  inftance,  and  that  they  were  (timulated  by  the  intrigues 
of  the  emigrants  rcfident  in  England,  and  by  the  magni- 
ficient  promifes  of  the  court  of  London,  which,  engaging 
£o  fecond  their  renewed  efforts  by  a  powerful  defcent  upon 
the  French  coaft,  covered  by  a  grand  naval  armament,  far 
tally  deluded  thefe  devoted  vi&ims  of  an  interefted  and 
foreign  ambition  to  their  utter  and  remedilefs  ruin.  The 
vigilance  of  the  deputies  on  miflion  in  La  Vendee,  in  the 
month  of  May,  detected  the  correfpondence  which  thefe 
perfons  carried  on  wit;h  the  emigrants  in  England,  and 
through  them  with  the  Englifh  miniftry ;  and  Comartin, 
with  fix  other  chiefs,  were  arrefted  on  the  evidence  of  in- 
tercepted letters.  At  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  month, 
the  ChoUans  began  to  embody  in  confiderable  force ;  and, 
while  the  royalifts  were  forming  arrangements  in  the  inte- 
rior of  France,  preparations  were  making  in  England  for 
an  invafion  on  the  coaft  of  Brittany,  in  which  a  very  large 
body  of  the  emigrants  was  to  be  employed.  The  perfon 
appointed  to  the  command  of  this  expedition  was  a  M.  Pui- 
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faye,  a  man  who  had  been  very  unfteady  in  his  political 
attachments,  and  whofe  character  flood  impeached  at  the 
fame  time  for  want  of  courage  and  want  of  honefty.  The 
fecond  in  command  was  M.  D'Hervilly,  an  officer  formerly 
in  high  rank  in  the  French  king's  gardes-du-corps,  and 
equally  fo  in  military  reputation  and  general  efleem.  It 
was  well  underftood  that  this  romantic  expedition,  planned 
by  M.  Puifaye,  in  concert  with  the  Englifh  cabinet,  was 
by  no  means  approved  by  M.  D'Hervilly,  who  deemed  ne- 
verthelefs  his  honor  engaged  to  embark  himfelf  and  his  for- 
tunes in  this  wild  attempt.  The  count  de  Sombreuil  alfo, 
a  young  man  of  uncommon  talents,  and  of  the  moft  amiable 
difpofition,  was  folicited  by  miniflers,  and  confented,  not 
without  great  reluctance,  to  fake  a  part  in  this  Quixotic 
enterprife. 

In  the  beginning  of  June  the  advanced  guard  of  the'army, 
confiding  of  between  4  and  5,000  men,  chiefly  emigrants* 
were  embarked  in  tranfports,  under  the  convoy  of  a  fquadron 
commanded  by  fir  Jofoi  Borlafe  Warren.  Previous  to  their 
departure,  many  thoufand  copies  of  a  paftoral  letter,  writ- 
ten by  the  bifhop  of  Dol,  whp  alfo  failed  in  the  fleet,  were 
difperfed  throughout  the  difafFe&ed  departments.  .  It  was 
printed  in  London  and  amongft  many  aflertions  equally 
abhorrent  from  good  fenfe  and  rational  policy  were  to  be 
found  in  it  ihe  following  marked  expreffions— r"  Que  la 
meme  que  Dieu  eft  independant  par  lieu  meme  et  par  fa 
nature,  de  meme  aufii  le  Roi  eft  independant  a  regard  de 
fes  fujets,  et  fous  les  ordres  de  Dieu  qui  feul  peut  lui  de- 
mander  compte  de  Tufage  qu'il  fait  de  fon  autorite." 
After  being  fixteen  days  at  fea,  the  fleet  anchored  between 
the  Ifle  Dieu  and  that  of  Noirmoutier.  The  army  of 
Charette  was  then  very  near ;  but  it  did  not  fuit  the  views 
of  M.  Puifaye  to  join  that  chieftain,  under  whom  he  muft 
have  acted  a  comparatively  infignificant  part.  On  the  25th 
of  June  the  fleet  anchored  in  Quiberon-Bay.  M.  D'Her- 
villy went  on  fhore  by  himfelf,  and  had  fome  converfation 
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with  the  Inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  village  of  Carnac  ; 
after  which  he  determined  that  it  would  not  be  for  the 
advantage  of  the  Service  to  make  the  defcent  in  this  place. 
But  being  over-ruled  by  the  united  opinions  of  fir  John 
Warren  and  M.  Puifayc,  on  the  evening  of  the  26th 
the  boats  were  manned,  and  at  break  of  day  the  troops 
made  good  their  landing  near  the  village.  Two  or  three 
hundred  republican  militia,  aflembled  on  the  beach,  at  firft 
made  a  fhew  of  refiftance,  but  they  were  eafily  routed, 
and  fled  towards  Aurai — great  demonftrations  of  joy  being 
made  for  this  fuccefs  in  the  village  and  its  vicinity.  Large 
bodies  of  men,  habited  like  peafants,  came  from  difFerent 
parts  to  fee  the  army,  pretending  to  partake  in  this  pre- 
mature triumph.  To  thefe  perfons  the  mod  profufe  dis- 
tribution of  arms,  of  ammunition,  and  other  necefTaries, 
was  made,  without  any  certificate  of  loyalty,  or  drawing 
any  line  of  difcrimination.  In  this  way  28,000  mufquets 
were  faid  to  be  given,  or  rather  thrown  away,  and  other 
articles  to  an  incredible  amount. 

The  emigrant  army  was  foon  diftributed  into  quarters 
of  cantonment  on  fliore,  where  they  continued  till  the  2d 
of  July.  In  this  interval  they  were  joined  by  fome  thou- 
sands of  Chouans,  who  could  not  be  reftrained  within  any 
rules  of  discipline,  and  whofe  mode  of  warfare  was  wholly 
defultory  and  capricious.  They  attacked  only  by  furprife, 
and  difperfed  whenever  they  were  themfelves  afiaulted  by 
the  regular  troops,  however  great  the  difparity  in  number. 
After  much  altercation  between  Puifaye  and  D'Herviily, 
it  was  at  length  determined  to  attack  the  fort  of  Quiberon, 
garrifoned  by  600  republican  troops,  which  Surrendered 
with  flight  refiftance  *,  after  which  a  refolution  was  taken 
to  remove  the  army  within  the  peninfula  and  fort,  Hill  re- 
taining Carnac  as  an  advanced  poll.  This  was,  however, 
immediately  forced  by  the  republican  troops,  now  collecting 
in  great  numbers,  under  the  command  of  general  Hochc, 
uiid  the  Anglo-emigrant  army  was  (hut  up  in  the  peninfula 
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of  Quiberon.  From  this  period  to  the  1 5th  the  republicans 
were  employed  in  conftru&ing  the  mod  formidable  works 
on  the  heights  of  St.  Barbe,  and  every  confiderate  perfon 
in  the  Englifh  army,  now  confiding  of  1 2,000  men  of  all 
defcriptions,  was  convinced  of  the  neceflity  of  a  retreat. 
On  the  contrary,  however,  the  remaining  provifions  and 
(lores  were  landed  from  the  tranfports  upon  the  peninfula, 
as  if  it  were  a  dation  perfectly  tenable.  On  the  night  of 
the  15th  a  fortie  was  determined  upon,  and  a  detachment, 
confiding  of  near  half  the  troops  fit  for  fervice,  marched  to 
attack  the  entrenchments  of  St.  Barbe.  The  republican 
troops  were  well  prepared  to  receive  them.  After  a  feint 
of  refi dance  they  fell  back  to  their  entrenched  camp,  pur- 
fued  by  the  Englifh  and  emigrant  troops  in  confidence  of 
victory  :  but  on  a  fudden  a  mafked  battery  of  grape-fhot 
was  opened  upon  them,  which  did  inconceivable  execution. 
Almod  in  a  moment  the  whole  army  of  the  affailants  was 
thrown  into  confufion,  which  in  a  very  fliort  time  was  con- 
verted into  an  abfolute  flight ;  and  had  not  the  fire  from 
the  Britifh  fliipping  dopped  the  progrefs  of  the  republican 
t  columns,  fcarcely  a  man  would  have  efcaped.  In  this  dif- 
adrous  affair  M.  D'Hervilly  was  feverely  wounded,  and 
from  this  time  defpair  feized  upon  the  minds  of  all.  The 
emigrant  regiments  being  recruited  from  the  French  prifons 
in  England,  great  numbers  had  entered  merely  with  the 
view  of  regaining  their  native  country  •,  and  the  defertions, 
which  were  from  the  fird  exceedingly  prevalent,  now  in- 
creafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  a  fingle  regiment,  between 
the  15th  and  20th  of  July,  lod  nearly  150  men. 

During  thefe  tranfactions  M.  de  Puifaye  feemed  to  at* 
tend  merely  to  his  perfonal  gratifications,  living  in  all  the 
date  and  luxury  that  his  fituation,  as  commander,  admitted 
of;  and  as  he  was  from  the  fird  the  contempt,  he  new 
became  the  dctedation  of  the  army,  who,  fincc  die  mis- 
fortune of  M.  D'Hervilly,  had  fixed  their  eyes  upon  the 
young  and  gallant  Sombreuil  as  the  only  man  in  whom 
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they  cjuld  place  their  confidence.  On  the  night  of  the 
2oth  a  dreadful  ftorm  blew  from  the  weft,  accompanied 
with  a  deluge  of  rain  ;  and  the  men  who  occupied  the 
advanced  pofts  were  employed  in  feeking  fhelter  from 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  rather  than  in  guarding 
again  ft  the  approach  of  an  enemy.  In  the  mean  time 
the  republicans,  conducted  by  a  number  of  intelligent  de- 
ferters,  pafling  along  the  low  and  level  (hore  of  the  penin- 
fula,  climbed  the  rocks  without  being  difcovered,  and  attack- 
ed the  fort  before  there  arofe  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  danger. 
M.  Puifaye,  on  the  firft  alarm,  after  directing  M.  Som- 
breuil,  as  that  brave  and  unfortunate  oflker  himfelf  tells  us, 
to  wait  his  orders ,  took  the  angularly  prudent  precaution 
of  hafting  on  board  a  fhip  which  he  fecured  for  his  retreat, 
abandoning  his  followers  to  their  fate.  Great  numbers  of 
the  emigrants,  amongft  whom  was  the  regiment  of  D*Her- 
vilJy,  grounded  their  arms,  and  exclaimed  "  Five  la  Re- 
publique  /"  The  reft,  animated  by  the  example  of  the  young 
Sombreuil,  maintained  an  unequal  and  dreadful  conflict. 
The  Emigrants,  Englifh,  and  Chouans,  in  the  fort  exceeded 
1 0,000  ftrong,  a  vaft  majority  of  whom  were  either  killed 
or  taken  prifoners  ;  although  the  number  of  the  aflailants  is 
ftated  at  no  more  than  3,000  men.  A  few  individuals 
paused  in  open  boats,  through  a  tempeftuous  fea,  to  the 
Englifti  fquadron  lying  off  the  bay. 

Amongft  the  wretched  captives  who  knew  the  fate  which 
awaited  them,  were  heard  many  voices  pouring  out  execra- 
tions againft  thofe  who  had  fent  them  thither  in  order  to 
be  facrificed.  The  excellent  Sombreuil,  the  bigoted  but 
refpe&able  bifhop  of  Dol,  with  divers  of  his  clergy  who 
accompanied  him,  with  moft  of  the  emigrant  officers,  were 
tried  by  a  military  tribunal,  and  fhot •,  but  with  regard  to 
the  privates  great  lenity  was  fhewn.  Ten  thoufand  ft  and 
of  arms  were  taken,  and  magazines  and  clothing  for 
40,000  men  :  fix  (hips  that  arrived  the  evening  before  the 
action,  laden  with  rum,  brandy,  and  provifions,  alfo  fell 
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mto  the  hands  of  the  republicans.    Thus  ended  the  vifion- 
ary  project  of  the  Britifti  miniftry  for  penetrating  to  the 
city  of  Paris  on  this  fide  of  the  country.    So  long  as  La 
Vendee,  and  the  neighbouring  departments,  were  almofl 
univerfally  in  arms  againft  the  republican  government, — 
fo  long  as  their  numerous  armies,  infpired  with  an 
heroic  and  invincible  courage,  determined  to  defend  what 
to  their  darkened  and  deluded  minds  appeared  to  be  the 
caufe  of  God  and  their  country, — no  attempt  was  made  on 
the  part  of  the  Britifti  minifters  to  fuccour  and  relieve  them  : 
but,  as  foon  as  their  caufe  became  utterly  hopelefs,  they 
were  by  the  moft  infidious  arts  inveigled  to  incur  frefli 
dangers,  and  to  expofe  themfelves  to  the  reproach  of  hav- 
ing violated  their  recent  and  folcmn  engagements ;  and 
thou  fan ds  of  their  emigrant  countrymen  were  fent  to  co- 
operate with  them  in  this  project  of  infanity  and  wicked- 
nefs.    The  chiefs  of  the  revolters,  Charette  and  Stofflet, 
carried  on  for  fome  months  after  this  a  defultory  and  dcf- 
perate  warfare,  but  were  at  length  completely  vanquiftied, 
and  received  the  punifhment  of  their  demerits, — the  former, 
with  his  dying  breath,  venting  curfes  upon  the  cabinet 
of  England.    When  we  confider  coolly,  if  indeed  it  were 
poflible  coolly  to  confider,  the  thoufands  of  lives  wantonly, 
barbaroufly,  and  infamoufly  facrrficed  in  this  horrible  expe- 
dition, what  (hall  the  pen  of  Hiftory  fay  of  the  man  who, 
at  this  period,  guided  and  directed  the  counfels  of  Britain  ? 
Could  fo  callous  a  heart,  and  fo  cold  an  imagination,  be 
awakened  to  a  juft  fenie  of  its  deep  and  inexpiable  guilt, 
hofts  of  bloody  fpe&res  would  haunt  his  foiitude,  his  ears 
would  be  appalled  with  vifionary  fhrieks,  the  very  air  would 
utter  loud  laments,  and  he  would  be  doomed  to  feel  all  the 
tortures  of  remorfe,  all  the  unutterable  agonies  of  defpair.* 

In 

•  In  remarking  upon  the  conduA  of  the  prefent  war,  the  natural  fa- 
gacity  of  Mr.  Burke,  the  flaming  and  furious  advocate  of  ir,  and  who, 
in  difcuning  the  caufe*  and  the  objects  of  it,  is  almoft  uniform! 7  (he  flavo 
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In  the  review  of  the  interior  Rate  of  France,  it  is  nc- 
cefTary  to  mention,  that  the  infant  Capet,  only  fon  of  the 
late  king,  expired  June  9  (1795,)  in  *c  prifon  of  the 
Temple,  where  he  had  been  confined  Cnce  the  fatal  10th 
of  Auguft,  1792.  His  habit  was  fickly,  and  his  ill  health 
was  no  doubt  increafed  by  the  want  of  proper  excrcife 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  fuffered  under  any  peculiar 
harfhnefs  of  treatment.  The  princefs,  his  fifter  and  com- 
panion, was  in  a  fhort  time  releafed,  being  exchanged  with 
the  court  of  Vienna  for  the  deputies  delivered  up  by  the 
treachery  of  Dumouriez,  and  for  the  two  ambaffadors, 
Semouvillc  and  Maret,  who  had  been  bafely  feized  on  neu- 
tral ground,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  detained 
priibners  by  the  Auflrian  government. 

The  plan  of  die  new  conftitution  was  prefented  by  the 
Committee  of  Eleven,  on  the  23d  of  June,  the  report  be- 
ing made  by  Boitfy  D'Anglas.    After  much  difculhon,  and 

various 

•f  prejudice  and  psfEon,  ccmfnicuouOy  difcovftr*  itfclf.    Ho  obferves  truly, 
•*  That  a  vail  army  might  have  been  maintained  in  La  Vendee  at  a  far 
lsf&  cx fx nfc  tlian  has  been  thrown  away  upon  tropical  adventure*.  We 
ihould  have  had  an  aliv  in  the  heart  of  the  country,  who,  at  one  time, 
would  have  added  80,000  men  to  whatever  force  we  had  fent  thither 4 all 
animated  by  principle,  by  enthufufm,  and  vengeance,— —motives  which  fe- 
eored  them  to  the  caufe  in  a  very  different  manner  from  fome  of  thofc  allies 
whom  we  fubfidizei  with  millions.    Warring  there,  we  fhould  have  led 
our  arms  to  the  capital  of  wrong;  an  impregnable  rampart  would  have 
been  formed  between  the  enemy  and  hU  naval  power.    We  arc  probably 
the  only  nation  who  have  declined  to  acl  againfl  an  enemy  when  it  might 
have  been  done  in  his  own  country ;  and  who,  having  an  armed,  a  power- 
ful, and  a  long-vi&orious  ally  in  that  country,  declined  all  efrc&aal  co- 
operation, and  luflercd  him  to  perifh  for  want  of  fupporu    Had  wc  brought 
the  main  of  our  force  to  bear  upon  that  quarter,  all  the  operations  of  the 
Eritifh  and  Imperial  crowns  would  have  been  combined ;  the  war  would 
have  had  fyfrem,  correfpoudence,  znd  a  certain  direction  :  but,  as  the  war 
has  been  purfued,  the  operation*  of  the  two  crowns,  have  not  the  fraalleft 
degree  of  mutual  bearing  or  relation.**    T&ottgbtt  on  a  Reguidt  P<actt  p.  155. 

 Fortunately  for  France,  the  counfcls  of  this  Ahitophel  were  neglected ; 

for  which  he  would,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  have  done  well  to  follow  the 
Mtamplc  of  bis  prototype. 
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various  alterations,  the  Conftitutional  Act  was,  on  the 
23d  of  Auguft,  declared  complete,  and  referred  to  the 
primary  aflemblies  for  their  approbation  and  acceptance. 
The  principal  features  of  this  conftitution  were  thefe  : — 
The  legiflative  power  was  vetted  in  two  councils,  chofen 
through  the  medium  of  the  electoral  aflemblies ;  the  one 
confiding  of  500,  the  other  of  250  members.    To  the 
former,  ftyled  the  Legiflative  Council,  belonged  the  pro- 
pofing, — to  the  latter,  ftyled  the  Senate  or  Council  of 
Eiders,  the  confirming  of  laws  *,  and  no  perfon  could  be 
a  member  of  the  fenate  who  had  not  completed  his  fortieth 
year  —  One-third  of  the  members  of  each  council  to  be  re- 
chofen  every  year.    The  executive  power  was  delegated  to 
a  Directory  of  five  members,  to  be  partially  renewed  by 
the  election  of  one  member  in  regular  rotation.    The  mode 
of  election  was  for  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  to  make 
out,  by  fecret  fcrutiny,  a  lift  of  ten  perfons,  from  which  the 
fenate  by  fecret  fcrutiny  alfo  fhould  feleet  one.    The  ju- 
dicial power  to  refide  in  judges  of  department  and  diftrict, 
chofen  by  the  electoral  aflemblies,  and  an  high  tribunal  of 
appeal  and  capation,  or  annulment,  efrablifhed  by  the  fame 
mode  of  election  for  the  whole  kingdom.    This  was  cer- 
tainly the  outline  of  a  free  and  noble  conftitution  ;  but  the 
beneficial  effect  of  it  was  entirely  counteracted  by  one  egre- 
gious and  fatal  error.    The  two  councils  were  virtually 
rendered  permanent,  the  Directory  not  being  inverted  with 
the  eflentially  neceflary  power  of  convening  and  proroguing 
thofe  formidable  bodies  agreeably  to  their  difcretion :  and 
,a6  the  minifters  of  the  executive  government  were,  by  ano- 
ther error  of  great  though  fecondary  magnitude,  not  ad- 
mitted to  feats  in  the  legiflative  aflemblies,  an  oppofition  of 
tnterefts  was  inftantly  and  inevitably  created.   The  councils 
were  irrefiftibly  tempted  to  encroach  upon  the  functions 
of  the  executive  power ;  and  in  effect  two  diftinct  govern- 
ments were  eftablifhed  by  the  fame  act.    To  this  may  be 
added,  that  the  executive  authority  was  much  weakened 
VOL.  ill.  by 
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by  being  committed  to  five  pcrfons,  between  whom  difle*- 
enccs  and  divifions  might  be  expected  to  arifc,  inftcad  of 
a  finglc  individual,  under  whatever  name. 

On  the  5th  Fructidor  (Auguft  22),  previous  to  the 
tranfmiffion  of  the  Conftitutional  Act  to  the  primary  af- 
femblies,  die  Convention  decreed  that  the  elective  bodies 
mould,  in  appointing  the  deputies  to  the  legiflative  body, 
choofe  two-thirds  from  amongft  the  members  of  the  pre- 
fent  Convention ;  and  by  another  decree  it  was  enacted, 
that,  in  default  of  fuch  election,  the  Convention  (hould 
fill  up  the  vacancies  themfelvesv   Thefe  decrees  formed  a 
curious  contrail  to  that  famous  (elf-denying  ordinance  of 
the  Conftituent  Aflembly>  which  prohibited  the  re-election 
of  any  of  its  members.   The  prefent  Convention  were  pro- 
bably imprefled  very  ftrongly  with  the  recollection  of  the 
ill  effects  refulting  from  that  romantic  though  noble  act  of 
difintereftednefs,  and  wandered  into  the  oppofite  and  lefc 
pardonable  extreme.    The  decrees  now  pad  were  ob- 
vioufly  liable  to  the  imputation  of  ambition  and  fclfiftinefs » 
but  they  were  unqueftionably  deemed  by  many  politically 
expedient,  from  the  predominance  of  Jacobinifm  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  country,  and  from  the  apprehenfion 
that,  in  confequence  of  the  well-known  activity  and  ad- 
drefs  of  that  fallen  though  (till  formidable  party  in  popular 
elections,  a  majority  of  the  Jacobine  or  Mountain  faction 
would  be  returned  members  of  the  new  legiflature.  It 
would,  however,  as  the  event  proved,  have  been  better 
and  wifer  to  have  acted  upon  the  broad  and  fimpte  prin- 
ciples of  univerfal  liberty ;  for  the  Jacobins  availed  them- 
felves  with  fuch  dexterity  of  the  difcontent  occafioned  by 
this  unexpected  and  unconditional  reftraint  upon  the 
public  freedom  of  choice,  that  the  whole  nation  was  thrown 
into  a  (late  of  confufion  fcarcely  (hort  of  a  temporary  anar- 
chy.   The  forty-eight  feaions  of  Paris,  who  had  ufually 
given  the  tone  to  the  nation  at  large,  while  they  unani- 
moufly  accepted  the  Conftitutional  Act,  as  firmly  reje&ed 
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the  law  for  the  re-ele&ion  of  the  two-thirds.    In  the  ma- 
jority of  primary  aiTemblies  throughout  the  country,  the  de- 
crees of  the  A  (Terribly,  having  been  tranfmitted  to  the  de- 
partments with  the  Conftitutional  Aft,  were,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  aft,  accepted  and  confirmed,  notwithstand- 
ing the  violence  of  the  oppofing  party.    But  the  fections 
of  Paris,  who  had  fo  often,  in  their  outrageous  proceedings, 
fet  all  law  and  all  government  at  defiance,  after  fome  info- 
lent  and  unavailing  applications  to  the  Convention  to  refcind 
the  obnoxious  decrees,  proclaimed  openly  that  means  more 
forcible  than  mere  remonftrances  were  neceflary  to  bring 
the  Convention  to  reafon,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  driven 
from  their  feats  with  ignominy.    Several  of  the  fe&ions 
had  already  proceeded  to  open  and  daring  ac"ts  of  hoftility. 
On  the  1 2th  Vendemaire  (October  4),  general  Menou, 
commander  of  the  military  force  of  Paris,  was  fent  to  the 
chief  place  of  their  atTcmbly,  to  difarm  and  difperfe  the  in- 
furgents :  but  this  officer  executed  his  commiflion  fo  little  to 
the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  Convention,  that  he  was  feverely  re- 
prehended, and  Barras  appointed  in  his  room.    In  the  dead 
of  night  the  cry  was  heard— To  Arms  !  To  Arms  !  Li- 
berty or  Death  !  and  at  the  early  dawn  of  day,  the  fec- 
tions  having  drawn  out  their  forces,  intending  to  march 
them,  as  ufual,  to  the  hall  of  the  Convention,  a  regular 
and  bloody  battle  took  place ;  and  the  different  avenues  of 
the  Tuilleries  being  planted  with  cannon,  great  flaughter 
was  made  amongft  the  infurgents,  who  repeatedly  rallied, 
and  returned  to  the  charge  with  incredible  obftinacy  5  but, 
being  overpowered,  they  were,  at  the  clofe  of  the  day,  and 
not  till  then,  driven  by  the  Conventional  troops  from  all  their 
pofts,  with  the  lofs,  as  fome  accounts  Hate,  of  five  hun- 
dred, and  others  of  no  lefs  than  two  thoufaud,  men. 

The  extreme  violence  of  the  oppofition  to  the  c  ecrces  of 
the  Convention  undoubtedly  arofe  trom  the  temporary  junc- 
tion, on  this,  as  on  other  occafiens,  of  the  royalilt  and 
Jacobine  parties,  aided  by  many  well-meaning  but  miftaken 

-  pcri'ons, 
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pcrfona,  indignant  at  the  flagrant  violation  of  thofc  abftracl 
principles  of  liberty,  which  they  attended  to  much  more 
than  their  practical  confequences,  being  thus  in  perpetual 
danger  of  facrificing  the  end  to  the  means.    General  prin- 
ciple* of  liberty  are  valuable  only  becaufe  they  are  generally 
beneficial :  neccflity  may  enforce,  and  then  it  will  juftify, 
a  deviation,  in  particular  cafes,  from  thofe  general  prin- 
ciples i — if  real,  it  is  the  plea  of  the  patriot ;  if  pretended, 
of  the  tyrant.    Although  the  neceffity  of  the  decrees  of 
Fru&idor  might  previoufly  be  regarded  as  doubtful,  yet, 
when  once  pafTed,  all  refiftance  to  them  by  force  was  in 
the  higheft  degree  unjuftifiable.    Thefe  decrees  might  be 
productive  of  great  national  utility,  in  preventing  the  po- 
litical evils  too  likely  to  refult  from  a  fudden  tranfition  of 
power ;  and  no  real  danger  to  the  ftate  could,  with  any 
fliadow  of  reafon,  be  apprehended  from  them,  when  it  was 
confidcred  that  one-third  of  the  members  of  the  Conven- 
tion were  to  vacate  their  feats  immediately,  and  another 
third  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  after  the  eftablUhment 
of  the  new  conftitution ;  and  that  the  Convention,  as  now 
conftituted,  had  governed  France  with  glory  and  fuccefs 
fnice  the  period  of  the  fall  of  the  tyrant  Robefpierre.* 
The  infurre&ion  was  confined  to  Paris,  for  fome  of  the 
neighbouring  communes  were  difarmed  as  they  were  on 
their  march  to  join  the  fe£iions.    The  Convention,  now 
triumphant,  declared  that  the  majority  of  votes  in  the  de- 
partments were  in  favor  of  the  laws  of  Fruftidor. 

Alarmed,  notwithftanding,  at  the  fpirit  and  (Irength  of 
the  oppofition  they  had  juft  overcome,  many  of  the  mem- 
bers 

*  It  was  affirmed  at  the  time,  in  divers  of  the  'Pari*  journals  connected 
with  the  government,  particularly  in  that  of  Lou  vet,  "  that  the  cabinet  of 
St.  James's  was  deeply  concerned  in  thefe  infurre&ions,  and  that  Mr.  Pitt 
litmfclf  was  the  chief  confpirator." — The  declaration  of  the  younger  Jen- 
kinfon  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  April  10,  1 794,  uncontradicted  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  giver  at  lead  fome  color  and  countenance  to  this  charge.  "  It 
t»,"  faid  Mr.  Jcnkinfon,  "  the  duty  of  his  majefty's  miniftert  to  affift 
tvtry  party  in  France  that  mould  arifc  to  overturn  the  prefent  govern- 
ment, if  it  defcrves  the  name/* 
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bers  fccmcd  well  inclined  to  poftpone  t!ie  eftablifliment  of 
the  new  conftitution,  and  to  continue  for  a  certain  time  the 
revolutionary  fyrtem.    Some  were  even  fufpc&ed  of  an  in- 
tention to  revive  the  reign  of  terror  •,  and  a  committee  of 
five  members,  M.  Taliien  being  of  the  number,  was,  ac- 
tually appointed  to  confult  on  what  meufures  (hould  be 
adopted  to  fane  the  country  \  but  the  confternation  of  the 
Aflembly  gradually  fubfided,  and  the  patriotic  boldnefs  of 
a  fingle  individual  had  a  great  and  happy  effect :  Thibeau- 
deau,  the  member  alluded  to,  in  an  indignant  fpeech,  with 
energy  proteftcd  that  he  would  perifli  rather  than  furvive 
the  new  tyranny  which  was  preparing  for  his  country.  He 
demanded  that  the  new  commilGon  {hould  be  immediately 
broken,  and  that  the  conftitution  (hould  be  the  law  of  the 
land  on  the  day  appointed.    This  declaration,  feconded  by 
Lepaux,  roufed  the  Convention  to  a  juii  fenfe  of  what  they 
owed  to  their  fame  and  to  their  duty :  the  report  of  the 
commiflion  for  the  permanence  of  the  Aflembly  was  reject- 
ed, and  the  commiflion  itfelf  annulled. 

This  AfTembly  terminated  its  fittings  very  nobly ;  for  the 
lafl  decrees  which  it  pa  fled  were  for  the  abolition  of  the 
punifhment  of  death  at  the  return  of  peace,  and  for  grant- 
ing a  general  amnefty,  though  limited  perhaps  by  too  many 
exceptions:  and  on  the  27th  of  October  (1795),  the  day 
appointed  by  law,  the  prefident  declared  that  "  the  Na- 
tional Convention  was  dissolved."  Such  was  the  ex- 
traordinary merits  of  an  aflembly,  whofe  merits  and  de- 
merits, whofe  glorious  acts  and  whofe  criminal  excefles, 
will  long  be  the  theme  of  hiftory.  With  a  daring  hand  ihe 
figned  the  death-warrant  of  the  fucceflbr  of  a  hundred  kings, 
and  broke  the  fceptre  which  the  fuperftition  of  fourteen 
centuries  had  confecrated.  Standing  greatly  alone  agamic 
a  confederacy  of  crowned  defpots,  fhc  brought  her  armed 
myriads  into  the  field,  and  compelled  her  enemies  to  flee 
with  fhamc  and  confufion  from  the  land  which  they  had, 
in  their  vain  and  foolifli  imaginations,  already  conquered, 
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and  of  which  they  were  eager  to  divide  the  fpoils.  But  the 
magnanimity  of  this  aflembly  was  fullied  by  licentioumefs 
and  contaminated  by  cruelty  :  their  actions  will  excite  the 
admiration  of  every  age  ;  and  a  diftant  pofterity  will  per- 
haps pardon,  while  it  deplores,  their  frailties  and  their 
faults. 

On  the  meeting  of  the  new  legiflature,  the  firft  object 
was  to  eled  the  five  members  of  the  executive  directory *, 
and  fuch  was  the  imprcflion  made  by  the  violent  and  lawlcfs 
proceedings,  that  the  majority  of  the  two  counfels  were 
unfortunately  difpofed  to  elect  «  ardent  fpirits,"  more  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  their  courage  and  vigor  than  their  wifdom 
and  moderation,  and  who  had  formerly  been  accounted  of, 
or  inclined  to,  the  Mountain  party,  though  adverfe  to  the 
tyranny  of  Robefpierrc,  and  friendly  to  the  cftabliftiment  of 
a  free  conftitutioa.    The  higheft  upon  the  lift  was  however 
Reveilliere  Lepaux,  of  the  profiflion  of  the  law,  one  of  the 
Gironde  deputies  proscribed  in  conference  of  the  revolu- 
tion of  the  3  ift  of  May,  1 793.    The  next  was  Reubel,  alfo 
of  the  law,  who  had  lately  been  employed  in  negotiating 
the  treaty  with  Holland.    Letourneur  de  la  Manchc  was 
the  third  :  he  had  diftinguiflied  himfelf  as  a  man  of  ability  > 
his  charader  was  fair  5  and  he  had,  previous  to  the  revo- 
lution, aded  as  an  officer  of  engineers.    The  fourth  was 
Barras,  formerly  a  vifcount,  and  bred  up  from  early  life 
in  the  military  fcrvice  :  he  had  the  recent  merit  of  fup- 
preffing  the  late  dangerous  infurreaion  •,  and,  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  had  alfo  conducted  with  fuccefs  the  Conven- 
tional arms  againft  the  late  defperute  efforts  of  the  Robcf- 
picrrian  faftion.    The  laft  upon  the  lift  was  the  celebrated 
Carnot,  minifter  of  war  :  he  had  been  of  the  infamous 
Committee  of  Safety,  during  the  reign  of  terror but  he 
had  entirely  confined  his  attention  to  the  bufinefs  of  his  pe- 
culiar department,  which  he  had  conduaed  with  fuch 
fplendid  fuccefs,  that  it  was  faid  of  him,  almoft  without  a 
figure,  «  that  he  had  organized  Viaory,  and  rendered  her 
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permanent.!' — Carnot  was  chofen  upon  a  fccond  ballad ; 
the  profound  and  philofophic  Sieyes,  who  was  firft  nomi- 
nated, with  his  chara&eriftic  caution,  declining  to  take 
upon  him  the  office.  Next  to  Mirabeau,  Sieyes  was,  by 
the  moil  difecrning  judges,  accounted  the  greateft  and 
rarefl  genius  which  the  revolution  had  as  yet  produced  :  he 
faw  the  radical  defects  of  the  new  conflitution  too  clearly 
to  be*  willingly  concerned  in  the  execution  of  it,  and  re- 
ferred himfelf  for  more  favorable  and  fortunate  times.  The 
palace  of  the  Luxembourg  was  appointed  for  the  refidence 
of  the  executive  power,  and  henceforth  took  the  name  of 
the  Directorial  Palace. 

The  mifcellaneous  occurrences  of  the  prefent  year,  in  re- 
lation to  England,  dill  remain  to  be  narrated.    On  the  19th 
of  November,  1 794,  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  was 
flgned  by  Mr.  Jay  and  lord  Grenville  between  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America.  This 
treaty,  containing  twenty-eight  articles,  was  framed  with 
remarkable  caution,  accuracy,  and  ability ;  and  on  the 
part  of  England,  at  leaft,  it  was  a  very  falutary  and  laud- 
able meafure  :  but  it  eftablifhed  certain  provifions  fo  in- 
jurious to  France,  that  it  may  juftiy  be  doubted,  whether, 
on  the  part  of  America,  the  meafure  was  either  juft,  con- 
fidering  the  treaty  of  -  alliance  fubfifling  with  that  nation, 
and  faithfully  obferved  by  it,— or  politic,  looking  forward 
to  the  effe£t,3  of  refentment  it  was  calculated  to  excite. 
The  French,  whofe  commerce  with  the  Weft  Indies  had 
been,  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  carried  on 
chiefly  through  the  medium  of  American  veflels,  faw  with 
indignation  the  frequent  feizures  of  their  property  by  the 
Englifli  cruizers,  in  violation  of  the  fundamental  principle 
upon  which  the  famous  armed  neutrality,  during  the  laft 
war,  was  founded,  viz.  that  neutral  bottoms  make  neutral 
goods.    This  principle  had  been  recognifed  by  France  in 
jier  treaties  of  commerce,  amity,  and  alliance,  with  Ame- 
rica j  and  they  now  juftified  their  occafional  deviations  from 
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it  only  by  the  ncocllity  of  following  the  example  fet  by  the 
Englifti,  who  were  upon  the  whole,  as  being  matters  of  the 
fea,  much  more  profited  by  the  breach  than  the  obf^  a.  cc 
of  this  liberal  and  equitable  maxim.  Hitherto,  I  ^  ^  er, 
America  had  avowed,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  I.er  adiic  cace 
to  the  grand  principle  of  the  armed  neutrality ;  protecting 
againft,  and,  as  far  as  (he  was  able,  refilling  the  violation 
of  it  by  either  of  the  beliigerenj  powers.  But  by  the 
j  2th,  17th,  and  18th  articles  of  the  treaty  concluded  by 
Mr.  Jay,  the  States  of  America  conceded,  if  not  die 
right,  at  lead  the  exercifc  of  the  right,  claimed  by  Great 
Britain  during  the  war,  and  for  two  years  after ; — coldly 
in  rcfpe£t,  to  France,  and  coraplaifantly  with  regard  to  Eng- 
land, declaring,  «  that  at  the  expiration  of  this  term  the 
two  contracting  parties  will  endeavour  further  to  regulate 
their  commerce  in  this  refpe£r>  according  to  tlx?  fituation 
in  which  his  majefty  the  king  of  Great  Britain  may  then 
find  himfcif  with  refpeft  to  the  Weft  Indies^'  and,  till 
the  arrival  of  this  uncertain  period,  even  provifions  are  de- 
clared liable  to  feizure,  on  paying  the  value  of  the  articles, 
with  the  additional  ex  pence  of  demurrage. 

In  return  for  this  great  conceifion,  the  court  of  London 
was  profufe  in  her  favors  and  acknowledgments.  By  the 
fecond  article  (he  agreed  to  evacuate  all  the  forts  within 
the  boundary-line  afligncd  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty 
of  1783.  By  the  twelfth,  the  Americans  were  allowed  to 
trade  to  the  Britifh  Weft  India  iflands  in  their  own  veflels, 
not  exceeding  feventy  tons  burden  j  and  the  thirteenth  ad- 
mitted them  to  a  free  participation  of  the  Britifh  commerce 
in  the  Eaft  Indies.  It  was  indeed  by  a  mockery  of  friend- 
(hip  to  France  declared  in  the  twenty-fifth  article,  that  no- 
thing in  this  treaty  (hall  be  conftrued  contrary  to  former 
and  exifting  public  treaties  with  other  fovereigns  or  ftates  •, 
but  as  the  fpirit  of  this  treaty  was  obvioufly  and  altogether 
in  favor  of  the  Englifh,  fhis  affected  adherence  to  the  letter 
of  the  tTeaty  with  prance  was  calculated  only  to  add  con. 
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tempt  to  their  refentment.   The  forts  given  up  by  Great 
Britain  to  America,  by  the  fecond  article  of  the  treaty  now 
concluded,  were  Niagara,  Ofwego,  Detroit,  Michillima- 
kinac,  and  Miami,  conftru&ed  in   1793;  all  of  great 
importance  for  the  command  of  the  lakes,  or  red  rain- 
ing the  inroads  of  the  northern   tribes   of  Indians. 
When  the  treaty  reached  America,  it  excited  great  aftonifh- 
ment,  and  no  lefs  contention.  It  was  confidered,  by  a  great 
and  refpeftable  part  of  the  continent,  as  an  entire  derelic- 
tion of  amity  with  France,  and  as  amounting  to  little  lefs 
than  a  virtual  declaration  of  war  againft  her ;  laying  una- 
voidably the  foundation  of  great  political  ahimofity  in  Ame- 
rica, by  dividing  the  people  of  the  United  States  into  two 
great  and  hoftile  factions,  one  attached  to  the  Gallic,  and 
the  other  to  the  Anglican  intereft.  When  it  was  fubmitted 
by  the  prefident,  agreeably  to  the  forms  of  the  constitution, 
to  the  fenate,  for  their  approbation,  vehement  debates  took 
place  ;  and  at  length,  tempted  no  doubt  by  the  reciprocal 
conceflions  and  advantages  offered  by  England,  the  ratifica- 
tion of  \t  was  voted  by  a  fmall  majority.    It  has  been  upon 
high  authority  afferted,  «  that  the  prefident,  general  Wafh- 
ington,  on  perceiving  the  treaty  to  be  fo  little  conformable 
to  the  inftru&ions  given  to  Mr.  Jay,  and  fo  little  confident 
with  what  he  deemed  to  be  the  interefts  of  the  United 
States,  was  long  before  he  could  prevail  upon  himferf  to 
prefent  it  to  the  fenate  for  their  fan£tion.w#    When  that 
fan&ion  was  given,  however,  he  did  not  think  it  expedient 
or  proper  to  withhold  his  own  \  and  the  treaty  was,  in  the 
end,  formally  ratified. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1795,  31  treaty  of  defensive 
alliance  was  concluded  with  the  imperial  crown  of  Raffia, 
containing  fome  extraordinary  Stipulations,  apparently  not 
very  beneficial  to  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain.  By  the 
fourth  and  principal  article  of  this  treaty,  if  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  is  attacked  or  difturbed  by  any  other  power,  her  im- 
perial 
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perial  majefty  (hall  immediately  fend  to  his  amftance  ten 
tlioufand  infantry  and  two  thoufand  horfe.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  Ruflia  is  attacked  by  any  European  power,  evtn 
i*t  AJiay  Great  Britain  (hall  immediately  fend  to  her  aGift- 
ance  a  fquadron  of  twelve  (hips  of  the  line,  which  (hall 
remain  in  the  Baltic  from  the  beginning  of  May  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  month  of  October.  The  idea  of  fending  a 
fleet  to  the  affiftance  of  Ruflia  in  the  Baltic,  in  cafe  the  Turks 
or  Tartars  fhould  invade  her  immenfely-rcmote  provinces 
bordering  upon  the  Euxinc  or  the  Cafpian,  is  fo  extravagant, 
that  the  real  meaning  of  the  cmprefs,  probably,  was  merely 
to  take  advantage  of  the  prcfence  of  an  Engliih  fquadron 
in  the  north,  in  order  to  improve  her  own  marine  by  imi- 
tating the  example,  and  habituating  the  Ruffians  to  the 
practice  of  the  fkilful  manoeuvres,  of  the  EngUfh  (hips  and 
fcamcn. 

It  mud  not  be  omitted,  that  a  feffion  of  parliament  was 
held  in  the  month  of  February  at  Corte,  the  ancient  capi- 
tal of  Corfica,  by  fir  Gilbert  Elliot,  the  viceroy  of  that 
newly-acquired  kingdom.  His  excellency  communicated 
to  them  his  majefty's  gracious  intentions  to  take  uponhim- 
felf  the  whole  charges  of  th»ir  military  eftablifhment ;  and 
alfo  declared,  that  they  would  have  the  benefit  of  a  great 
naval  force,  without  any  expenfe.  By  his  majefty's  taking 
upon  himfelf  the  charges  and  expenfe  of  the  Corfican  efta- 
bliftiment,  the  viceroy  doubtlefs  meant  no  more  than  that 
his  majefty  would  pledge  himfelf  for  his  faithful  commons 
at  Weftminfter :  though,  by  the  Conftitutional  A£fc,  the 
ifland  of  Corfica  was  no  more  under  fubjeclion  to  Great 
Britain,  /.  e.  to  the  Britifh  legiflature,  than  to  the  Great 
Mogul.  The  viceroy,  therefore,  had  reafon  on  his  fide 
when  he  exhorted  this  alTembly  "  to  re8e&  on  the  advan- 
tages which  they  enjoyed,  and  which  he  truly  obferved 
were  the  exclufive  privileges  of  the  Corfican  nation  :" — there 
being  certainly  no  other  example  in  hiftory  of  any  govern- 
ment taking  upon  itfelf  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  another 
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government,  which  afTerted,  and  was  in  actual  poiTcflion  of, 
the  moft  perfect  independency.  His  excellency  alfo,  with 
true  Catholic  devotion,  informed  the  legiflative  body, 
«  that  a  fettlement  of  their  religious  eft ablifhment  had  been 
refcrved  for  them,  in  concert  with  his  holinefs  the  Pope/* 
At  the  clofe  of  this  gracious  fpeech,  his  excellency  pioufly 
prayed,  "  that  God  would  fo  blefs  and  enlighten  their 
counfek,  as  to  render  this  firfl  parliament  of  Corfica  an 
example  to  all  fucceeding  ones"-^A  petition  loft  in  empty 
air  long  before  it  reached  the  pen  of  the  recording  angeL 

Early  in  the  prefent  year  (1795),  l°rc*  Amherft. retiring 
full  of  years  and  honors  from  public  life,  his  royal  high- 
nefs  the  duke  of  York  was  appointed  commander-in-chief 
and  field-marflial-general  of  the  forces  of  Great  Britain. 
The  duke  of  Richmond  was  removed  from  his  poft  of  maf- 
ter  of  the  ordnance,  in  which  he  was  fucceeded  by  carl, 
recently  created  marquis,  Comwallis;  and  fir  William  Howe 
was  nominated,  in  the  place  of  the  latter  nobleman,  go- 
vernor and  lieutenant  of  the  Tower  of  London. 

About  the  fame  time  a  petition  was  prefented  to  the 
houfc  of  commons  from  the  city  of  London,  in  common^ 
hall  aflembled,  deploring  in  ftrong  terms  the  difaftrous  ef- 
fects of  the  prcfent  war.  "  Your  petitioners  conceive," 
fay  they,  "  that  none  of  the  ends  propofed  by  the  prefent 
war  either  have  been,  or  appear  likely  to  be,  obtained,  al- 
though it  has  been  carried  on  at  an  unprecedented  expenfe 
to  this  country.  Your  petitioners,  from  their  prcfent  view 
of  public  meafures,  prtfumc  humbly  but  firmly  to  cxprefs 
to  this  honorable  houfe  their  decided  conviction  that  the 
principle  upon  which  the  war  appears  now  to  be  carried  on 
neither  is  nor  can  be  eflential  to  the  profperity,  the  liberty, 
or  the  glory  of  the  Britifti  empire.  Your  petitioners, 
therefore,  humbly  pray  that  this  honourable  houfe,  dif- 
claiming  all  right  of  interfering  in  the  internal  concerns 
of  France,  will  be  pleafcd  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  they 
in  their  wifdom  (hall  think  proper  for  the  purpofe  of  pro- 
moting 
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moring  a  fpeedy  peace." — The  cities  of  York,  Norwich,  and 
fome  others,  followed  the  example  of  London ;  but  thefe 
petitions  were  not  fufficiently  general  to  produce  any  very 
fenfible  effect  ;  and  counter-petitions  were  obtained  by  the 
partizans  of  miniftry,  in  which  a  confident  reliance  was 
expreffed  on  the  ivifdom  of  the  government  to  fet  on  foot, 
at  the  proper  period,  fuch  negotiations  as  might  lead  to 
the  reftoration  of  peace. 

In  the  month  of  July  fome  ferious  riots,  continuing  for 
feveral  fuccefiive  days,  took  place  in  I^ondon,  occafioned  v 
by  the  difcovery  of  fome  lhameful  practices  which  had  been 
long  prevalent,  but  which  were  fubfequently  and  cffe&ually 
reformed  by  the  excellent  regulations  of  the  pfefent  royal 
commander-in-chief,  of  inveigling  men  into  his  majefty's 
fervice.  Emboldened  by  the  little  oppofition  they  met 
With,  the  populace,  who  had  long  (hewn  a  marked  aver- 
fion  to  Mr.  Pitt,  conceiving,  upon  no  rational  ground,  that 
He  had  authorized  or  countenanced  thefe  abufes,  repaired 
to  his  houfe  in  Downing-ftreet,  the  windows  of  which  they 
demoliftied,  and  were  proceeding  to  further  violence,  when 
they  were  informed  that  the  affighted  minifter  had  efcaped 
by  the  park-gate  to  the  HoTfe-Guards  ;  and  on  the  arrival 
of  the  military  they  were,  not  without  fome  difficulty,  at 
length  difperfed. 

The  ridiculous  bufinefs  of  the  Pop-gun  P/oif  as  it  was 
generally  and  ludicroufly  fly  led,  was  revived  in  the  autumn 
of  this  year;  and  one  Crofsfield,  a  furgeon,  who  had  been  for 
fome  time  a  prifoner  in  the  town  of  Breft,  was  apprehended 
on  fufpicion  of  being  concerned  in  this  dark  confpiracy.  It 
appeared,  on  examination  before  the  privy-council,  that 
this  man,  whofe  intercourfe  with  the  other  plotters,  Higgins, 
Smith,  and  Le  Maitre,  was  proved  by  the  teflimony  of  the 
infamous  informer  Upton,  had  boafted  (probably  hoping  to 
ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  Jacobins  with  whom  he  was  fur- 
rounded,  and  contrary  to  truth)  that  he  had  been  accufed 
of  being  concerned  in  this  affair ,  and  affected  to  drop  fome 
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,  myfterious  expreffions  relating  to  it.  Crofsfield  was  upon 
this  fent,  by  warrant  of  the  privy-council,  to  the  Tower  ; 
and  Higgins,  Smith,  and  Le  Maitre,  were  re-committed,  and 
at  length  brought  to  trial ;  when,  upon  a  full  inveftigation 
of  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  crown,  which  amounted 
to  nothing  more  than  fome  abfurd  and  contradictory  hear- 
fays,  the  prifoners  were  acquitted  by  verdicts  which  gave 
univerfal  fatisfaction.  It  is  probable,  or  at  leaft  poflible, 
that  fome  foolifli  and  flighty  difcourfe  had  pafled  among  ft 
them  as  to  the  practicability  of  fucceeding  in  fuch  a  roman- 
tic and  criminal  attempt. 

Great  apprehenfions  had  been  excited  in  the  courfe  of 
the  year  by  divers  aflemblages  of  the  populace,  convened, 
very  improperly,  if  not  illegally,  by  the  Correfponding  So- 
ciety, which  ftill  regularly  continued  its  meetings.  The 
mod  remarkable  of  thefe  was  on  the  26th  of  October,  in  a 
field  near  Copenhagen  Houfe,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  village 
of  Pancras.  The  number  here  convened  did  not,  as  was 
fuppofed,  amount  to  lefs  than  40,000  perfons,  whofe  con- 
duct, notwithstanding,  upon  this  occaGon,  was  decent  and 
orderly.  But  where  multitudes  are  collected,  mifchief  may 
always  be  reafonably  feared.  Some  of  the  orators  of  the 
fociety  harangued  the  populace;  and  an  addrefs  and  remon- 
ftrance  to  his  majefty  being  unanimoufly  voted,  they  dif- 
perfed  peaceably  to  their  refpective  homes. 
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Stjfton  of  Parliament,  1795—6.  Infults  offered  to  the  King. 
Debates  upon  the  Addrcfs.     Treafon  and  Sedition  Bills. 
Profu  sion  of  Mr.  Reeves.  Air.  Whitbreafs  Bill  to  fix  the 
Prnr  of  Labor.    Extravagant  Loan  of  the  Minifler.  Mcf- 
f age  from  the  King  announcing  the  Rc-^flablifhment  cf  regular 
Go  jernment  in  France.  Pacific  Motion  of  Mr.  Grey.  Mc- 
tion  by  Mr.  Wilberforce  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Slave-Trade. 
Motion  by  Mr.  Grey  for  a  Committee  of  Enquiry.  Second 
Loan  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Financial  Refolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Grey. 
Motion  by  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown  for  the  Appointment 
of  a  Committee  of  Finance.    Addrefs  to  the  King  moved  by 
the  Earl  of  Guildford  and  Mr.  Fox.    Clcfe  of  the  Seffion. 
Military  Operations,  1 796.   March  of  the  General  Moreau 
and  Jourdain  into  the  Heart  of  Germany.  Defeat  of  Jourdain. 
Celebrated  Retreat  of  Moreau.    Wonderful  Succejfes  of  Ge- 
neral Buonaparte  in  Italy.     Auflrians  defeated  at  Monte- 
notte  and  at  Milleftmo.    ArmiJJice  concluded  with  the  King 
of  Sardinia.    Louis  XVIII.  compelled  to  quit  the  Venetian 
Territory.   Famous  Aclion  at  the  Bridge  of  Lod'u  French 
take  PoJfeJJion  of  Leghorn — likewife  of  Bologna ,  Urbino, 
and  Ferrara.     The  Pope  and  the  King  of  Naples  fue  for 
Peace.    Battle  of  Cafiiglione.    General  Wurmfer  tales  Re- 
fuge in  Mantua.    Cifpadane  Confederacy.   Battle  of  Arcole. 
General  Alvinzi  retires  beyond  the  Brenta.  Incredible  Obfti- 
nacy  of  the  Pcpe.  I/land  of  St.  Lucia  recovered.  Capture  of 
a  Dutch  Squadron  at  Saldanha-Bay — and  of  various  Dutch 
Settlements  in  the  Eafi.  Evacuation  of  Ccrfica  by  the  Englijh. 
Defcent  upon  Ireland  under  General  Hoche.    Differences  be- 
tween France  and  America.  General  Wajhington  reftgns  his 
Office.   Affairs  of  Holland.  Proceedings  of  the  French  Go- 
vernment. 
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verHment.  Con/piracy  of  Floreal.  State  of  the  Galilean 
1  Church,  National  Irijlitute  ejlabl'fhed.  Alliance  between 
France  and  Spain.  Injudicious  Attempt  of  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don to  negotiate  with  France.  Second  Attempt  of  the  Court 
of  London.  Lord  Malmcfbury  nominated  Ambaffador  to  Paris 
— 77/  Succ ?fs  of  his  Miffton.  Remarks  upon  the  CondutJ  of 
the  Negotiation.  Death  cf  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia—and  of 
the  King  of  Sardinia. 

JL  HE  fummer  and  autumnal  months  of  the  year  1795 
were  rendered  unfortunately  memorable  by  a  fcarcity  ap- 
proaching to  actual  famine,  occafioned  in  part  by  an  alarm- 
nig  deficiency  in^the  laft  year's  crop,  in  part  by  the  enor- 
mous wafte  and  confumption  of  the  war,  and  in  part  by 
long-continued  and  exedftve  rains,  which  excited  great  and 
general  apprehenfion  refpecYing  the  future.  Happily,  how- 
ever, the  weather  became  favourable  at  a  very  critical  pe- 
riod for  the  country,  and  the  harveft  proved  abundant  be- 
yond expectation.    The  parliament  was  fummoned  to  meet 
on  the  29th  of  October  ;  while  the  price  of  all  the  necef- 
faries  of  life  were  flill  extravagantly  high  ;  and  the  minds 
of  the  lower  claflcs  of  the  people  were  in  a  date  of  great 
fermentation  from  the  idea  univerfully  prevalent  that  the 
miniftry  would  liften  to  no  terms  of  peace,  without  which 
there  was  but  little  reafon  to  hope  for  the  return  of  plenty. 
His  majefly,  on  the  day  fixed,  proceeded  from  the  palace 
of  St.  James's  to  the  Parliament  Houfe  at  the  ufual  hour, 
between  two  and  three  in  the  afternoon.    The  day  was  re- 
markably fine,  and  an  immenfe  crowd  (whether  from  acci- 
dent or  any  pre-concerted  mifchievous  defign  cannot  be  as- 
certained) afTembled  in  the  Park,  who  foon  began  to  exhi- 
bit fymptoms  of  ill-humour  and  difcontent.    As  the  ftate- 
coach  parTed  along  the  Mall,  violent  exclamations  were 
heard  of  "  Peace  !    Peace  !  Bread  !  No  Pitt !  no  War !" 
And  the  clamor  gradually  incrcafing,  ftones  began  to  be 
thrown  at  the  royal  carriage  as  it  proceeded  by  the  Horfe- 
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Guards  through  the  ftreets  of  Wcftminfler ;  and  from  a  houfc 
in  Margaret-ftreet,  near  the  Abbey,  a  bullet  was  fuppofed 
to  be  difcharged  from  an  air-gun,  as  no  noife  w^s  heard, 
though  fomcthing  pafled  through  the  glafs  of  the  coach  with 
great  force  and  velocity,  leaving  only  a  (mall  circular  aper- 
ture* On  the  king's  return  from  the  houfe  of  peers,  not- 
withstanding thefe  outrages,  no  additional  efcort  was  or- 
dered for  the  protection  of  the  royal  pcrfon  ;  and  though 
the  gates  of  the  Horfe-Guards  were  (hut,  the  crowd  al- 
ready aflembled  in  the  Park  immediately  re-commenced 
their  audacious  attacks.  The  king  at  length  reached 
St.  James's  j  and  after  a  ftiort  interval  he  went  into  his 
private  carriage,  in  order  to  rejoin  the  royal  family  at  the 
queen's  palace.  But  the  rage  of  the  mifguided  populace 
was  not  yet  exhaufted.  The  ftate-coach,  on  its  return 
to  the  Mews,  was  nearly  demoliflied  by  one  part  of  the 
mob,  while  the  other  daringly  attempted  to  (top  the  pri- 
vate carriage  of  the  king,  and  even  to  force  open  the  doors* 
This  was  a  grofler  infuit  and  outrage  than  had  ever  bee% 
offered  to  any  monarch  of  Great  Britain  Once  the  days  of 
Charles  I. ;  and  yet,  for  many  years  previous  to  this  (trange 
incident,  the  king  had  enjoyed  great  popularity,  though  it 
was  fomewhat  diminiflied  of  late  with  a  large  proportion  of 
his  fubje£ts,  by  his  fuppofed  enmity  to  all  political  reform, 
and  his  predilection  for  the  prefent  deftru&ive  war.  At  this 
laft  attack  the  king  feemed  to  lofe  his  chara&criftic  firmnefc, 
and  was  evidently  (truck  with  amazement  and  confterna- 
tion.  Upon  tfye  arrival,  at  a  critical  moment,  of  a  party 
of  life-guards,  however,  the  populace  were  at  length  dif- 
perfed,  and  the  king  with  great  difficulty  and  even  danger 
reached  the  queen's  houfe  in  fafety.  This  (hocking  and 
unparalleled  outrage  excited  the  deep  and  univerfal  refent- 
ment  of  all  orders  of  perfons  throughout  the  nation. 
Thofe  who  conceived  the  king  to  be  moft  mifled  and  de- 
ceived by  the  arts  of  his  minifters  highly  refpe&ed  the  pri- 
vate virtues  and  good  intentions  of  the  monarch,  and  de- 
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tefted,  perhaps  much  more  fincerely  than  the  fycophants 
of  the  court,  this  monftrous  violation  of  duty  and  decorum. 

A  proclamation  wa3  immediately  publifhed  offering  a  re- 
ward of  a  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  paid  on  the  conviction 
of  any  perfon  who  mould  be  found  concerned  in  this  daring 
and  criminal  aflault.  But  it  is  remarkable  no  one  who  had 
been  guilty  of  any  actual  violence  was  ever  difcovered.  A 
man  named  Kidd  Wake,  and  fome  others,  were  indeed 
proved  to  be  among  die  number  of  the  hiflers  and  dis- 
turbers of  the  king's  peace,  and  were  punifhed  with  ex- 
ceflive  feverity.  AddrefTes  from  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
the  city  of  London,  &c.  were  prefented  to  the  king,  ex- 
prefling,  in  ftrong  terms,  their  indignation  and  abhorrence 
of  the  late  atrocious  procedure.  Immediately  after  this  bu- 
finefs  wa3  difpofed  of,  the  fpeech  delivered  from  the  throne 
was  taken  into  confideration.  In  it  his  majefty  had  declared, 
«'  that  it  was  a  great  fatisfaction  to  him  to  reflect,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  many  events  unfavourable  to  the  com- 
mon caufe,  the  profpect  refulting  from  the  general  fituation 
of  affairs  had  in  many  important  refpects  been  materially 
improved  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year."  His  majefty  fur- 
ther obferved,  "  that  the  diffraction  and  anarchy  which  had 
fo  long  prevailed  in  France  had  now  led  to  a  crifis,  of  which 
it  was  as  yet  impoflible  to  fee  the  iflue.  Should  this  crifis  ter- 
minate in  any  order  of  things  compatible  with  the  tranquil- 
lity of  other  countries,  and  affording  a  reafonable  expecta- 
tion of  fecurity  and  permanence  in  any  treaty  which  might 
be  concluded,  the  appearance  of  a  difpofition  to  nego- 
tiate for  a  general  peace,  on  juft  and  fui table  terms, 
would  not  fail  to  be  met  on  his  part  with  an  earned  defire 
to  give  it  the  fulleft  and  fpeedieft  effect."  His  majefty,  at 
the  clofe  of  his  fpeech,  mentioned  the  great  anxiety  which 
he  felt  at  the  very  high  price  of  grain,  and  recommended 
a  diligent  confideration  of  fuch  meafures  as  might  tend  to 
alleviate  the  prefent  diftrefs. 
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The  addrefs  being  moved  and  fccondcd  in  the  houfc  of 
commons,  Mr.  Fox  rofe,  and  in  very  indignant  language  re- 
probated bcth  the  fpeech  and  its  authors.    "  Wa9  it  not 
enough,"  lie  a  Iked,  "  to  perfift  for  three  years  in  a  war  of 
miferable  fpeculation — to  add  an  hundred  millions  to  the  pub- 
lic debt— to  load  the  people  with  four  millions  of  additional 
taxes — and  to  fee  them  reduced  to  a  (late  of  famine — but  they 
muft  be  infulted  by  the  falfehood  of  being  told  their  fituation 
was  improved?  How  improved?  Was  it  an  improvement  that 
France  had  over-run  the  Palatinate,  and  captured  Manheim? 
or  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  fomc  pods  in  Italy,  of 
which  they  were  not  a  year  ago  in  poflefiion  ?   If  the  dif- 
afters  of  the  war  had  imprefled  upon  the  minifters  a  con- 
viction of  the  necetiity  of  peace,  he  mould  indeed  deem 
our  fituation  improved.     But  the  diftrefies  of  the  French 
were  held  out  as  a  fubjecl  of  exultation.    France  was  laft 
year  faid  to  be  in  her  laft  agonies :  although  fmce  that  de- 
claration (he  had  made  the  mod  brilliant  campaign  that  her 
hiftory  had  for  ages  exhibited.    The  depreciation  of  paper 
currency  in  France  had  been  the  incefiant  tale  with  which 
parliament  had  been  deludedfrom  year  to  year,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  recent  and  fimilar  example  of  America.  —  Mr.  Fox 
faid,  tl^it  die  fpecious  theoretical  arguments  of  the  minifter 
for  the  continuance  of  the  war  might  fuit  well  a  literary  or 
political  difputant,  and  might  amufe  in  a  club-room  or  a 
pamphlet,  but  they  were  utterly  unworthy  of  any  man  who 
took  upon  him  the  name  and  office  of  a  flatefman.  Laft 
leilion  the  minifters  had,  by  a  refolution  of  parliament, 
avowed  their  rc.idinefs  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  whene- 
ver a  government  was  eftablifhed  in  France  capable  of 
maintaining  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity.    But  was  ne- 
gotiation offered  when  fuch  a  government  appeared?  It  was  a 
matter  of  fa£t,  that  France  did  maintain  fuch  relations;  fince 
Pruflia,  iSpain,  and  divers  of  the  German  princes,  even  die 
elector  of  llaiiover  himfclf,  had  made  peace  with  her;  ami 
experience  had  proved,  that  neither  the  changes  of  men, 
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nor  of  confutations,  afre&ed  the  engagements  they  had 
formed  with  foreign  countries.  The  only  true  and  wife 
dependence  for  the  continuance  of  peace  was  the  equity  of 
the  terms  on  which  it  was  made,  and  the  intereft  both  par- 
ties had  in  keeping  it.  The  offer  of  negotiation/'  he  thought, 
"  ought  to  come  from  us,  as  having  made  declarations  which 
•  ftood  in  the  way  of  negotiation.  He  therefore  moved  an 
amendment,  which,  after  enumerating  the  various  difafters 
of  the  campaign,  and  ftating  from  experience  that  the 
French  were  able  to  maintain  the  accuftomed  relations  of 
peace  and  amity  with  other  nations,  prayed  his  majefly  that 
fuch  terms  of  peace  fhould  be  offered  to  the  French  republic 
as  fhould  be  con fi {tent  with  the  honor  of  the  crown,  and 
with  the  fecurity  and  interefts  of  the  people." 

Mr.  Pitt  oppofed  the  amendment  in  a  long  fpeech,  in- 
filling, as  ufual,  upon  the  ruined  and  undone  ftate  of  the 
French  finances — 720  millions  of  affignats  being  at  the  pre- 
fent  time  in  circulation.  When  he  confidered  their  total 
inability  to  carry  on  the  war  for  another  campaign,  he  could 
not  doubt  but  the  fituation  of  things  was  materially  im- 
proved. The  new  conftitution  of  France  Mr.  Pitt  highly 
commended,  when  compared  with  the  preceding  forms; 
and  fuppoOng  it  to  be  put  into  activity  with  fuch^cqui- 
efcence  of  the  nation  as  to  enable  their  representatives  to 
fpeak  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  France,  he  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  faying,  that  all  objections  to  the  form  and  princi- 
ples of  that  government,  as  obftacles  to  negotiation,  would 
be  at  an  end  ;  but  that  the  manifeftation  of  any  precipitate 
and  premature  defire  for  peace  would  in  prefent  circum- 
ftances  be  the  mod  fatal  event  that  could  poffibly  happen. 

The  duke  of  Bedford,  in  the  houfc  of  lords,  propoTed  an 
amendment  to  the  addrefs  fimilar  to  that  of  Mr.  Fox  in  the 
houfc  of  commons ;  but  in  both  houfes  the  amendments 
were  negatived  by  very  great  majorities. 

On  the  4th  of  November  a  very  remarkable  proclamation 
•  was  ifTued,  announcing,  that,  immediately  before  the  open- 
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ing  of  the  prefent  fefiion,  great  numbers  of  perfons  had 
colle&ed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  metropolis,  to  the 
endangering  of  the  public  peace,  and  that  fuch  proceedings 
were  followed,  on  the  day  of  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
by  acls  of  tumult  and  violence,  to  the  immediate  hazard  of 
his  majefty's  perfon  ;  and  enjoining  all  ju  ft  ices  of  the  peace, 
{herifrs,  &c.  to  ufe  their  utmoft  diligence  to  prevent  and  ■ 
fupprefs  all  feditious  and  unlawful  aflemblies,  &c.  This 
proclamation  was  on  the  fame  day  laid  before  both  houfes. 
of  parliament. 

The  houfe  of  peers  having  been  fummoned  on  the  mo- 
tion of  lord  Grenville  for  the  6th  of  November,  his  lord- 
fliip,  at  the  clofe  of  a  long  fpeech,  prefented  to  the  houfe 
a  bill  for  the  fafety  and  prefervation  of  his  majefty's  perfon 
and  government  againft  treafonable  and  feditious  praclifes 
and  attempts.    "  Whatever  variations,"  his  lordfhip  ob- 
ferved,  "  there  might  be  in  this  bill  from  the  precedents  of 
former  times,  he  aflured  their  lordfhips  that  they  would  be 
found  only  to  deviate  fo  far  as  the  peculiar  forms  of  exift- 
ing  circumftances  required.    The  precedents  to  which  he 
referred  were  thofe  in  the  reign  oi  Elizabeth  and  Charles  II. 
— at~rs  paflcd  in  approved  times :  and  he  doubted  not  but 
iheir  lordflnps  would  agree  with  him  in  the  neceflity  there 
was  of  applying  a  fpeedy  remedy  to  thofe  dangerous  prac- 
tices which  have  endangered  not  only  the  fafety  of  the  con- 
ftitution  but  die  life  of  the  fovercign." — The  earl  of  Lau- 
derdale obferved,  that  «  by  the  bill  then  introduced,  a  va- 
riety of  new  crimes  and  new  treafons  would  be  added  to  the 
criminal  code  of  this  country,  and  it  would  effect  a  total 
alteration  of  the  laws  refpe£ling  treafon,  and  a  moft  dange- 
rous innovation  upon  the  conftitution.    He  thought  it  ex- 
traordinary that  lb  ftrong  a  meafure  fhould  be  propofed 
before  there  was  the  leaft  evidence  to  prove  the  flighted 
connection  between  the  meetings  at  Chalk-Farm  and  the 
outrage  on  his  majefty,  or  that  the  treafon  and  fedition 
complained  of  did  actually  exift."    Upon  examination  of 
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this  bill  it  was  in  facl  found  to  contain  an  amazing  heap  of 
wild  and  new-fangled  treafons,  of  which,  beyond  compa- 
rifon,  the  mod  dangerous  was  "  malicious  and  advifmg 
speaking  !" — an  innovation  upon  #.the  fpirit  and  anticnt 
practice  of  the  conftitution  fo  infamous  and  abominable, 
that  even  the  abject,  and  flavifh  parliament  of  king  James  II. 
an  aflembly  garbled  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  that  odious  ty- 
rant, hefitated  ,to  pafs  a  law  to  that  effect. — This  claufe 
lord  Grenville,  after  much  debate,  the  times  being  not  yet 
ripe  for  fo  impudently  atrocious  a  meafure,  confented  to 
omit ;  and  the  operation  of  the  bill  was  limited  to  the  life  of 
the  reigning  fovereign — the  bill  itfelf  being  by  this  means 
converted  into  a  (landing  parliamentary  libel  againft  the 
king ;  as  if  this  monarch  could  want  more  or  ftronger  fafc- 
guards  for  the  fecuriry  of  his  perfon  than  any  of  his  prede- 
ceflbrs  had  done,  or  his  fuCceflbrs  were  likely  to  do.  When 
the  bill  was  under  difcuffion  in  the  committee,  where  it 
underwent  jbme  farther  foftenings,  the  great  talents  of 
lord  Thurlow  were  exerted  to  prove  how  fuperfluous,  as 
well  as  odious,  it  was  altogether.    The  language  of  the  bill 
this  great  lawyer  aiferted  to  be  vague,  indefinite,  and 
highly  dangerous  to  the  fubje&  ;  and  he  gave  it  as  his  de- 
cided opinion,  that  the  prefent  laws  0/  the  country  were 
fully  adequate  to  .the  punifhmenr  of  the  crimes  which  the 
bill  was  profefledly  framed  to  embrace ;  and  that  it  could 
in  no  degree  conduce  to  the  fafety  of  the  king,  or  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  conftitution. — The  bill  in  queftion,  exclu- 
iive  of  its  creating  a  chaos  of  treafons  in  the  fame  fpirit  of 
tyranny,  increased  the  punifhment  which  the  law  had  pro- 
vided for  the  crime  of  fedition  $  ena&ing,  fhat,  on  a  fe« 
cond  conviction,  the  offender  (hall  be  liable  to  tranfporta- 
tion  for  the  term  of  feven  years.    The  duke  of  Bedford 
exprefTed,  in  ilrong  language,  his  abhorrence  of  the  fpirit 
and  principle  of  the  bill,  and  particularly  of  this  claufe, 
which  he  regarded  as  a  wanton  outrage  upon  the  fubjecl. 
"  What  might  not  be  conflrucd  into  fedition  ?  and  who," 
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faid  his  £race,  «  could  confider  himfelf  as  wholly  uninte- 
rcfted  in  the  operation  of  this  claufe,  now  that  the  good 
times  of  Charles  II.  were  made  the  example  to  copy  after  ?w 
The  duke  animadverted  in  pointed  terms  upon  the  extra- 
ordinary declaration  of  Horfeley,  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  debate,  «  that  fpeculative  and  philofophi- 
cal  difquifitions  upon  the  fubjedr,  of  government,  though 
they  might  be  alloivedj  did  more  harm  than  good  but  that 
public  difcuflions  of  fuch  topics  ought  to  be  prevented ; 
and  that  he  did  not  know,  in  fact,  what  the  mafs  of  the 
people  in  any  country  had  to  do  with  the  laws  but  to  obey 
them.'  "  This  doctrine,"  his  grace  faid,  "  from  the  mouth 
of  a  mufti,  might  be  attributed  to  ignorance  but  when 
pronounced  in  the  legiflature  of  this  free  country  by  the 
lips  of  a  Britifti  prelate,  muft  excite  amazement  and  indig- 
nation."— Severe  as  the  new  provifions  againir.  the  offence  of 
fedition  appeared,  in  comparifon  of  thofe  which  had  hi- 
therto been  found  amply  fufficient  for  every  ufeful  and 
practical  purpofe,  they  were  mildnefs  itfelf  compared  with 
the  barbarous  latitude  of  the  Scottifh  law  upon  this  head. 
The  earl  of  Lauderdale,  therefore,  very  feafpnably  and 
properly,  though  unavailingly,  moved  that  the  operation  of 
the  a&  might,  as  to  this  point,  be  extended  to  that  king- 
dom ;  for,  unlefs  it  could  be  fhown  that  heavier  penalties 
were  neceffary  to  fupprefs  fedition  in  a  Scotchman  than  an 
Englifhman,  he  could  not  comprehend  the  wifdom  or  po- 
licy of  the  Scottifh  code. — The  bill  at  length  pafled,  though 
in  a  ftate  very  different  from  that  in  which  it  had  been  at 
firft  introduced,  and  with  the  appendage  of  a  proteft  figned 
by  the  duke  of  Bedford,  and  the  earls  of  Derby  and  Lau- 
derdale. 

A  meafure  extremely  analogous  to  tins  was,  about  the 
fame  time,  introduced  into  the  lower  houfe  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
who  moved,  November  the  ioth,  that  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  more  effectually  preventing  feditious 
meetings  and  affemblies.    On  this  occafion,  Mr.  Pitt  began 
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by  painting  in  glowing  colors  the  criminal  and  outrageous 
infults  committed  upon  the  perfon  of  the  king  on  die  firft 
day  of  the  felfion.  He  faid,  however,  that*  the  purport  of 
his  motion  was  not  to  alter  or  enforce  the  laws  for  the  king's 
fafety,  becaufe  the  other  houfe  had  a  bill  before  them  to 
that  effect,  but  to  prevent  thofe  meetings  to  which  all  the 
mifchiefs  he  had  mentioned  might  be  attributed.  If  the 
houfe  meant  that  fuch  enormities  fhould  be  totally  averted, 
they  fhould  adopt  fome  means  pf  putting  an  end  to  tljofe 
feditious  aflemblies,  which  ferved  as  vehicles  to  faction  and 
diiloyalty,  which  fanned  and  kept  alive  the  flame  of  dif* 
affe&ion,  and  filled  the  minds  of  the  people  with  difcontent. 

If,  in  conformity  to  thefe  ideas,  Mr.  Pitt  had  propofed 
fome  temporary  meafure,  adapted  to  the  real  exigencies  of 
the  times,  for  the  prevention  of  thofe  tumultuous  popular 
aflemblies,  which  had  of  late  been  fo  frequently  held  in  the 
fields  and  commons  adjoining  to  the  metropolis,  and  re- 
forted  to  as  the  great  fountain  of  political  information  and 
the  chofen  medium  of  reform,  no  rational  perfon  would 
have  difputed  the  propriety  of  his  precautions  j  but  it  quickly 
appeared,  that  the  difguifed  object  of  this  bill  was  to  put  an 
end  to  all  public  difcuflion  or  deliberative  inveftigation  of 
public  meafures.  The  rifing  diflatisfa&ion  of  the  nation 
had  of  late  clearly  manifefted  itfdlf ;  and  the  daring  defign 
of  the  minifter  was  to  deftroy  all  indications  of  that  diffatis- 
faction  in  the  nafcent  ftate  •,  to  make  as  much  as  pofliblc 
every  expreflion  of  difcontent  againft:  the  miniftry,  who 
called  themfelves  the  Government,  criminal  and  dange- 
rous, by  enacting  a  multiplicity  of  provifions,  complex, 
tedious,  and  burdenfome,  an  exa&  conformity  to  which 
was  eflential,  even  to  the  convening  any  public  meeting, — 
and,  when  fuch  meeting  was  actually  aflembled,  bv  invert- 
ing any  venal  magiftrate  with  a  power  of  diflblving  it  when- 
ever any  language  which  he  might  be  pleafed  to  conftrue 
into  fedition  fhould  be  uttered  by  any  perfon  prefent  at  it. 
The  magiftrate  was  further  empowered  to  apprehend  the 
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perfons  offending  on  the  fpot,  and  all  refinance  to  his  au- 
thority was  declared  to  be  felony.  And,  by  a  claufe  of  the 
propofed  bill,  if  fifty  perfons  or  more  meet,  and,  after  an 
order  to  difperfe,  twelve  (hall  remain  one  hour,  it  was  made 
death,  without  benefit  of  clergy.  The  right  of  petition- 
ing, that  moil  facred  of  political  privileges  and  duties,  and 
which  neceflarily  involves  in  it  the  right  of  free  difcuffion 
and  invelligation  of  all  public  meafures,  was  not  likely  to 
be  excrcifed  to  any  obnoxious  purpofe  when  chained  and 
fettered  by  fuch  execrable  limitations  as  thefe.  Men  of 
high  and  independent  minds  would  feel  themfelves  degrad- 
ed by  an  attendance  at  any  public  meetings  upon  fuch  terms 
as  thefef  If  the  bill  once  pafTed,  it  was  evident  that  the 
privilege  of  petitioning  was  virtually  and  practically  loft. 

This  bill  met  with  an  oppofition,  both  within  and  with- 
out doors,  fo  vigorous  and  refolute  as  to  demonftrate  that 
Mr.  Pitt  had  not  yet  fucceeded  in  his  detellable  efforts  to 
extinguilh  the  flame  of  liberty  in  England.  No  fooner  had 
the  motion  been  read  by  the  fpeaker  than  Mr.  Fox  rofe  and 
declared  that  the  indignation  he  felt  at  the  atrocious  infult 
offered  to  the  king  was  not  inferior  to  that  of  any  man,  but 
he  mould  do  injuftice  to  his  feelings  were  he  not  to  avow 
that  it  was  equalled  by  the  indignation  he  experienced  in 
confequence  of  the  motion  he  had  juft  heard.  If  Mr.  Pitt 
meant  to  found  this  execrable  meafure  on  the  flimfy  pretext 
qf  the  public  meetings  lately  held  in  the  vicinity  of  the  me- 
tropolis, let  him  at  Jeaft  make  fome  attempt  to  prove  the 
connection  between  them.  That  the  violence  offered  to  his 
majefty  was  the  refult  of  thefe  meetings,  there  exilted  no 
color  of  evidence.  It  feemed  to  be  the  object  of  the  mover 
of  this  bill,  to  bring  the  public  gradually  to  fubmit  to  the 
moft  rigid  defpotifm.  If  the  principle  of  this  meafure  were 
admitted  by  the  houfe,  Mr.  Fox  protefted  that  in  the  dif- 
cuffion of  the  detail  he  would  take  no  part.  Public  meet- 
ings for  the  difcuffion  of  public  topics  were  not  only  lawful, 
but  of  the  very  eflence  of  the  conititution,  and  Englifhmen 
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had  immemorially  enjoyed  this  liberty.  Now  it  feemsthey 
arc  no  longer  to  do  fo,  unlefs  notice  be  given  to  a  magif- 
trate  empowered  to  arreft  any  perfoh  whom  in  his  wifdom 
he  might  deem  feditious  j  and  who  had  authority  to  diflblve 
the  meeting  by  the  jiatot  his  own  wilL  Sat  at  once  that 
a  free  conftitution  is  no  longer  fuitable  to  England  !  Con- 
duct yourfelves  as  the  fenators  of  D  cnm  ark  formerly  did  9 
Renounce  your  liberties,  and  accept  of  defpotifm  but  do 
not  mock  the  underftanding  and  feelings  of  mankind  by 
telling  the  world  you  are  free.  Can  a  meeting  under  fuch 
reilraints  as  the  bill  impofes  and  requires  be  called  a  meeting 
of  freemen  ?  Will  the  people  of  this  country  fufFer  their 
feelings  to  be  thus  infulted  ?  Or  is  it  poflible  they  can  re- 
gard this  meafurc  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  total  extinc- 
tion of  their  liberty  ?  He  trufted  that  the  people  would  be 
alarmed  at  the  profpe£  of  the  ftate  preparing  for  them,  and 
that  they  would  affemble  while  they  might,  to  conctrt  the 
means  pf  averting  a  ftroke  fo  fatal.  Thofe  who  failed  to  do 
fo  he  pronounced  traitors  to  their  country.  He  declared  his 
refolution,  if  this  bill  was  perfifted  in,  of  moving  a  call  of 
the  houfe. 

After  a  variety  of  fpeeches  from  the  principal  members  of 
oppofition,  reprobating  the  bill  in  terms  of  the  utmoft  in- 
dignation and  afperity,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  who  had  during 
the  two  laft  fefBons  acted  fo  independent  and  honorable  a 
part,  rofe,  and,  in  the  moft  pufillanimous  language,  ac- 
knowledged his  acquiefcence  in,  and  approbation  of,  the 
.  meafure.  «  For  three  years,"  he  faid,  «  attempts  had 
been  made  to  poifon  the  minds  of  the  people,  by  diffemi- 
pafing  falfe  principles  of  liberty  ;  and  not  of  liberty  merely, 
but  of  philofophy  and  religion  likewife.  That  all  this  had 
not  been  without  effect,  recent  events  had  afforded  fuffici- 
cnt  proof,  and  he  thought  the  adminiflration  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  the  nation  for  adopting  the  neceffary  meafures  of 
reftraint  and  prevention.  He  did  not  regard  the  bill  pro- 
pofed  by  his  right  honorable  friend  as  militating  againft  the 
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right  of  difcufling  political  que  ft  ions,  and  rather  thought 
that  right  would  acquire  new  life  and  vigor  when  thofe 
aflemblies  at  which  public  difcuffions  took  place  mould  be 
brought  under  proper  regulations  !"  The  bill  was  ordered 
in  by  a  majority  of  214  to  42  voices. 

Mr.  Fox  now  moved  for  a  call  of  the  houfe,  which  was 
acceded  to  by  Mr.  Pitt,  who  obferved,  notwithstanding, 
thnt  the  bill  would  be  produced  in  a  day  or  two,  and  that 
it  might  be  read  a  firft  and  fecond  time,  and  go  through  the 
committee,  before  the  call. — Mr.  Grey  urged  the  right  the 
people  of  England  had  to  expect  that  a  bill  of  fuch  dreadful 
import  mould  at  lead  be  difcufled  in  a  full  houfe  5  and  hop- 
ed time  would  be  given  at  leaft  to  utter  the  laft  bitter  groans 
of  expiring  liberty.  The  call  was  at  length  fixed  for  the 
24th  of  November.  In  the  mean  time,  the  nation  at  large* 
or  at  leaft  all  who  retained  any  fenfe  of  the  ineftimable  value 
of  the  blefiings  of  liberty,  had  taken  the  alarm  at  the  bills 
now  depending,  and  meetings  were  convened  in  a  great 
number  of  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs,  to  petition  par- 
liament againft  the  pafling  of  them  into  laws.  The  Corre- 
fponding  Society,  whofe  imprudent  proceedings  had  afford- 
ed the  pretext  for  thefe  nefarious  and  liberticidal  meafures, 
met,  for  the  laft  time,  in  the  field  near  Copenhagen  Houfe, 
November  1 2,  in  prodigious  numbers.  The  greateft  de- 
corum was  notwithftanding  obferved,  and  petitions  were 
agreed  on  to  the  king  and  two  houfes  of  parliament  againft 
the  bills  in  queftion,  after  which  they  difperfed  in  the  mod 
perfect  order.  In  a  very  fhort  time,  near  a  hundred  other 
petitions  were  prefented  to  parliament  againft  the  bills, 
figned  by  more  than  1 30,000  perfons ;  but  no  confideration 
could  check  the  minitter  in  his  headlong  career,  fupported 
as  he  was  by  vaft  majorities  of  both  houfes. 

On  the  1 6th  of  November  the  Treafon  Bill  was  fent  down 
from  the  lords,  and,  after  encountering  great  refiftance  in 
every  ft  age,  it  finally  pafled  into  an  a£t  moft  difgraceful  to 
the  code  of  Englilh  Itatutes. 
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On  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Sedition  Bill,  Mr.  Erfkinc 
diftinguiflied  himfelf  by  fome  very  animated  remarks  againft 
it.     "  An  ac"r,  of  this  defcription,"  he  faid,  "  was  never 
thought  of  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  after  all  the  hor- 
rors and  confufion  of  the  former  reign.  .  It  was  never  at- 
tempted in  the  reign  of  king  William,  when  the  govern- 
ment was  newly  eflabli(hed  during  a  difputed  fucceflion,  or 
in  either  of  the  two  fubfequent  reigns,  when  rebellions 
raged  in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom. — He  defied  the  whole 
profefl;on  of  the  law  to  prove  that  the  bill  then  before  the 
houfe  was  confonant  to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution. 
The  conftitution  was  abrogated  and  annulled  by  it.  Our 
anceftors  were  content  to  wait  till  fome  overt  a£fc  appeared 
which  was  the  fubje£t,  of  punifhment :  but,  under  this  bill, 
the  determination  of  a  magiftrate  was  to  interfere  between 
the  people  and  the  aflertion  of  their  rights,  or  the  complaint 
of  their  grievances. — How  eafy  would  it  be  for  the  fpy  of  a 
corrupt  magiftrate,  by  going  to  a  meeting  and  uttering  a 
few  feditious  words,  whether  appofitc  to  the  fubjett  or  not, 
to  afford  a  pretence  for  diflblving  the  meeting.    The  law  of 
the  land,"  this  great  constitutional  lawyer  affirmed,  "  was 
fully  adequate  to  all  the  purpofes  of  good  government  with- 
out the  introduction  of  the  prefent  meafurc.  In  any  public 
meeting,  when  a  breach  of  the  peace  was  committed,  a  ma- 
giftrate, by  the  cxifting  law,  was  entitled  to  interfere,  and, 
in  his  fupport,  was  authorifed  to  raife  the  pojfe  ccmitatis  if 
ncceflary ;  and  alfo  by  the  Riot  Act  he  had  the  power  of 
difperfmg  tumultuous  aficmblies. — The  minifter  was  now 
attempting  to  brand  with  die  imputation  of  fedition  all  thofe 
who  employed  the  fame  language  which  Mr.  Pitt  himfelf 
had  once  held.    But  under  the  fan&ion  of  the  venerable 
father  of  this  apoftate  minifter,  the  great  earl  of  Chatham, 
he  would  maintain  that  the  people  of  England  might  and 
ought  to  defend  their  rights,  if  neceflary,  by  the  laft  extre- 
mity to  which  free-men  could  refort.    For  my  part,"  ex- 
claimed tills  celebrated  advocate  of  the  conftitution,  *<  I  mall 
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never  ceafe  to  druggie  in  fupport  of  liberty  !  In  no  fituation 
will  I  defert  the  caufe — I  was  born  a  free-man,  I  will  never 
die  a  Have  !" 

On  the  23d  of  November  a  debate  took  place  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  variety  of  petitions  prefented  againft  the  bills. 
Mr.  Sturt,  on  offering  that  of  the  Correfponding  Society, 
juftified  that  body  from  die  afperfions  thrown  out  againft 
them  and  their  writings  ;  and,  to  prove  that  things  at  leaft 
equally  exceptionable  had  appeared  from  the  partizans  of 
the  miniftry,  he  read  to  the  houfe  feveral  paffages  from  a 
pamphlet  publifticd  by  Mr.  Reeves,  pre G dent  of  the  Lon- 
don Affociation,  in  which  that  gentleman  had,  amongft 
other  curious  pofitions,  alTerted,  "  that  the  government  of 
England  was  a  monarchy  ;  that  the  monarchy  was  the  an- 
cient ftock  from  which  have  fprung  thofe  goodly  branches 
of  the  legiflature,  tl*e  lords  and  commons;  that  thefe, 
however,  were  ft  ill  only  branches,  and  that  they  might  be 
lopped  off,  and  the  tree  be  a  tree  ftill — (horn  indeed  of  its 
honors,  but  not,  like  them,  caft  into  the  fire/*    This  con- 
temptible trafh  was  taken  up  as  a  very  ferious  matter  by  the 
houfe,  and  not  only  voted  to  be  a  libel  upon  the  conduction, 
which  was  very  fuperfluous,  but  the  attorney-general  was 
ordered  to  commence  a  profecution  againft  the  author, 
which  was  very  indefenfible.    But  by  the  verdi£t  of  an  in* 
telligent  jury,  who  were  fcnfible  that  opinions  ought  to  be 
free,  he  was  fubfequently  acquitted,  to  the  great  fatisfa&ion 
of  his  more  generous  political  adverfaries. 

When  the  houfe  went  (November  27),  into  a  committee 
on  the  Sedition  Bill,  Mr.  Fox,  tvue  to  his  firft  declaration 
of  not  debating  the  bill  in  detail,  immediately  rofe  and  left 
the  houfe,  followed  by  the  principal  members  of  oppofition. 
A  very  material  amendment  was,  however,  made  in  the 
committee,  by  inferring  a  claufe,  limiting  the  duration  of 
the  bill  to  three  years — a  conceflion  no  doubt  extorted  from 
the  minifter  by  the  alarm  excited  in  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try by  this  meafure.    On  the  3d  of  December  this  bill  was 
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paned  and  fcnt  up  to  the  lords,  where  it  was  vigoroufly  but 
unavailingry  oppofed  by  the  marquis  of  Lanfdown,  the  earls 
of  Derby  and  Moira,  and  lord  Thurlow,  who  fligmatized 
it  as  "  a  bad  bill,  eftablifhing  a  dangerous  and  unconftitu- 
tional  precedent.  Not  that  the  bill  oppugned  the  right  of 
the  fubject  to  difcufs  public  grievances— No  :  it  only  ren- 
dered the  exercife  of  that  right  impracticable.  His  lordftrip 
contrafted  in  a  linking  manner  the  provifions  of  the  prefent 
bill  with  thofe  of  the  Riot  Act.  By  the  latter,  the  perfons 
aflembled  for  an  unlawful  purpofe  did  not  incur  the  penalty 
of  death,  unlefs  they  continued  together  riotoufly  and  tu- 
multuoufly  for  one  hour  after  the  act  had  been  read.  By  the 
former,  if  an  aflembly  convened  for  the  mere  difcuflfion  of 
public  topics  continued  together  peaceably,  to  the  number 
of  twelve  or  more,  for  one  hour  after  proclamation  was 
made  commanding  them  to  difperfe,  they  were  guilty  of 
felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy.  For  fuch  a  bill  as  the 
prefent,"  his  lord  (hip  declared,  "  he  was  fully  determined 
not  to  vote."  On  the  14th  of  December,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  pafied  by  the  ufual  majority.  It  was  ac- 
companied by  two  protefts,  the  firft  t>f  which  exprefled  in 
fimple,  the  fecond  in  energetic,  language,  the  chief  argu- 
ments againft  the  bill. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  feflion,  a  great  variety  of  expe- 
dients were  fuggefted,  and  fome  adopted,  by  the  houfe  of 
commons,  for  alleviating  the  diftrefles  of  the  poor,  by  low- 
ering the  price  of  bread-corn.  Bills  were  introduced  to  al- 
ter the  exifting  laws  relative  to  the  affize  of  bread  ;  to  pro- 
hibit the  manufacture  of  (larch  from  wheat  5  to  prohibit  the 
diftilling  from  any  articles  of  grain  ;  to  prevent  obftruction 
in  the  tranfit  of  grain,  &c— So  far  as  thefe  laws  operated 
at  all,  the  operation  was  allowed  to  be  beneficial.  But  a 
more  direct  and  radical  remedy  for  the  exifting  evil,  as  it 
affected  the  moil  ufeful  and  neceflary  branch  of  the  com- 
munity, was  propofed  by  Mr.  Whitbread,  who,  on  the  9th 
of  December,  brought  in  a  bill  to  enable  juftices  at  the 
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quarter  feffion  to  regulate  the  price  of  labor.  This  was 
powerfully  fupported  by  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Jekyl,  Mr.  Lech- 
mere,  and  many  other  refpe enable  perfons  :  but  it  was  op- 
pofed  in  a  very  elaborate  fpeech  by  Mr.  Pitt,  who  exhorted 
the  houfe  to  feek  for  fome  other  remedy  more  comprehen- 
five  in  its  object,  lefs  exceptionable  in  its  example,  and  Iefs 
dangerous  in  its  application.  He  made  a  very  florid  harangue 
apon  the  exifting  fyftem  of  poor's  laws,  which  he  cenfured 
as  very  erroneous,  and  aiTcrted  that  much  of  the  evils  com- 
plained of  might  be  remedied  by  a  reformation  in  thofe 
laws,  which  had  been  already  begun  ;  and  it  was  his  wifh 
and  intention  to  correct  their  defects,  to  free  them  from 
the  corruption  by  which  they  were  obfeured,  and  to  reftore 
them  to  their  original  purity.  The  chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer thus  intcrpofmg  his  vrto,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
bread  palTed  in  the  negative.  The  poor  therefore  through- 
out the  kingdom  were  kept  from  perifliing  only  by  volun- 
tary fubferiptions  ;  and  national  charity  poorly  compenfated 
for  the  abfence  of  national  juftice. 

It  may  be  proper  in  a  few  words  to  fubjoin,  that,  at  a 
fubfeepjent  period,  Mr.  Pitt,  agreeably  to  his  engagement, 
brought  in  a  bill  for  the  reform  of  the  poor's  laws,  fo  ab- 
furd,  fo  indigefted,  and  fo  impracticable,  that  it  found 
not  a  fingle  advocate,  either  in  or  out  of  the  houfe  ;  and 
the  fanguine  expectations  he  had  excited  of  a  reform  on 
this,  as  on  other  occafions,  of  Hill  higher  moment,  were 
mod  completely  disappointed.* 

One  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  feamen,  including  ma- 
rines, and  two  hundred  and  feven  thoufand  landmen,  were 
voted  for  the  fervice  of  the  year.  In  the  extraordinaries  of 
the  army  eft imates,  the  fum  of  314,000/.  was  charged  for 
the  expenfe  of  erecting  barracks,  without  any  previous 
confent  or  knowledge  of  parliament.  The  general  ftate- 
ment  of  account  was  brou^Iit  forward  December  7,  when 

Mr. 

•  Vide  *  Rcxvarks  on  Mr.  Titr/i  Bill  for  the  Reform  of  the  Toor'*  L**V 

1 

* 

Digitized  by 


GEORGE  m.  255 

Mr.  Pitt  propofed  a  loan  of  1 8  millions,  exclufivc  of  a  vote 
of  credit  for  two  millions  and  a  half.  For  every  hundred 
pounds  in  money  the  fubfcriber  was  entitled  to  1 20  /.  3  per- 
cents.  and  25/.  4  per-cents.  with  an  addition  of  6  s.  6  d.  in  the 
Long  Annuity.  In  the  courfe  of  a  fevere  inveftigation  into 
the  circumftances  attending  the  negotiation  of  this  loan,  it 
appeared  that  a  very  extraordinary  and  marked  preference  had 
been  given  by  the  minifter  to  the  mercantile  houfe  of  Boyd, 
though  conducted  on  the  profeflcd  principle  of  a  free  and 
open  competition,  and  that  the  equally-refpe£rable  houfe 
of  Morgan  would  have  taken  it  on  terms  considerably  more 
advantageous  to  the  public — as  was  dated  at  large  in  a  very 
able  manner  by  Mr.  William  Smith,  who  moved  for  a  com- 
mittee of  enquiry  on  this  fubject.  But  the  chancellor  of , 
the  Exchequer  dated  in  his  vindication,  that  he  had  pledg- 
ed himfelf  not  to  bring  a  new  loan  into  the  market  till  the 
laft  inftalment  on  the  laft  year's  loan,  alfo  contracted  for 
by  the  houfe  of  Boyd,  was  paid  up.  This  circumftance  he 
had  not  recolleftcd  when  he  offered  a  competition  •,  but  when 
it  was  recalled  to  his  memory,  he  thought  himfelf  obliged 
to  give  the  offer  of  the  new  loan  to  Mr.  Boyd.  This  was 
rcprefented  to  be  as  ftrange  a  thing  to  forget  as  improvident 
to  promife.  Mr.  Smith  undertook  to  prove  that  only 
'1,400,000/.  remained  in  the  market  of  the  former  loan, 
and  that,  by  the  prodigal  conditions  of  the  prefent,  the 
fum  of  400,000/.  was  loft  to  the  public.  The  moft  pro- 
bable motive  of  the  preference  given  to  the  houfe  of  Boyd, 
however,  appeared,  in  the  courfe  of  the  inveftigation,  to 
be,  that  this  great  commercial  houfe  had  aflifted  the  Board 
of  Treafury,  diftreffed  beyond  all  example  for  want  of 
money,  previous  to  the  meeting  of  parliament,  by  drawing 
fi£titious  bills  of  exchange,  antedated  from  Hamburg, 
upon  the  credit  of  which  cam  to  the  amount  of  two  millions 
and  upwards  was  advanced  to  government.  Such  was  the 
nature  of  this  tranfaction,  that  though  it  was  not  deemed 
expedient  by  the  Bank  of  England  tarefufe  to  difcount  the  *- 
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notes,  the  governor  of  the  bank  had,  it  feems,  declared 
that  it  would  have  (lamped  difgrace  upon  the  character  of 
any  private  merchant,  and  have  (haken  the  credit  of  his 
houfe.  After  fuch  a  deception,  who,  it  was  pointedly 
a(kcd,  could  in  future  pretend  to  didinguifli  between  a  fair 
Treafury  bill  or  a  fictitious  and  coilufive  one,  fraudulently 
framed  to  anfwer  a  temporary  purpofe :  for  the  folicitor- 
general  acknowledged  it  to  be  at  lead  doubtful  whether  any 
a (51  ion  could  be  brought  by  the  holders  of  thofe  bills.  In 
conclufion,  the  refolutions  of  cenfure  moved  by  Mr.  Smith 
were  negatived,  and  countcr-refolutions  parTed  exprelBve 
of  the  approbation  of  the  houfe  at  the  "conduct  of  the 
minider. 

- 

On  the  8th  of  December  a  mefTage  from  his  majefly  was 
delivered  to  the  houfe  by  Mr.  Pitt,  announcing  "  the  eda- 
blifhmcnt  of  fuch  a  form  of  government  in  France  as  ap- 
peared capable  of  maintaining  the  relations  of  peace  and 
amity,  and  expreflive  of  his  readinefs  to  meet  any  negotia- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  with  a  defire  to  give  it  the 
fpeediefl  eflcct  in  producing  a  peace."  And  on  the  follow- 
ing day  Mr.  Pitt  moved  an  addrefs  in  reply.  This  gavcocca- 
fion  to  a  debate  \  and  Mr.  Sheridan  propofed  an  amendment, 
"  altogether  difclaiming  the  idea  of  confidering  any  change 
of  government  in  France  as  affecting  the  principle  of  ne- 
gotiation, and  praying  that  a  treaty  might  immediately  be 
entered  upon.  This  amendment  was  faid  to  be  perfectly 
confident  with  the  fpirit  of  the  mefTage,  which  admitted 
that  Great  Britain  might  now  fafely  treat.  Where  then 
could  be  the  objection  to  declare  that  (he  would  treat  with 
France  ?  It  was  a  vulgar,  and  indeed  the  mod  vulgar  of 
opinions,  to  fuppofe  that  it  was  difadvantageous  to  a 
power  at  war  to  be  the  fird  to  offer  terms  of  peace.  The  ex- 
perience of  hidory  proved  the  reverfe  ?  Were  peace  now 
offered  on  reafonable  terms,  it  would  not  be  poffiblc  for  the 
French  government  to  refufe  their  aflent."    The  minidcr 
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however  infifted  on  being  left  unfettered,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  negatived  without  a  divifion.* 

No  ftep  however  being  apparently  taken  "by  the  govern- 
ment towards  a  pacification,  foon  after  the  recefs  of  par- 
liament Mr.  Grey  moved  (February  15,  1796),  for  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  king,  praying  him  to  communicate  to  the  exe- 
cutive government  of  the  French  republic  his  readinefs  to 
meet  any  difpofition  to  negotiate  with  an  earned  defire  to 
give  it  the  fpeedieft  effe&.  In  reply,  Mr.  Pitt  urged  confi- 
dence in  minifters,  and  obferved  that,  if  the  houfe  thought 
this  confidence  could  not  be  fafely  veiled  in  them,  the 
proper  mode  was  to  addrefs  his  majefty  for  their  removal. 
He  a  (farted  that  the  French  had  almoft  exhaufted  their 
means  of  carrying  on  the  war ;  and  faid  that,  fince  his  ma- 
jetty's  meflage  had  been  delivered,  miniftry  had  taken  every 
meafure,  confident  with  the  intereds  of  the  country,  to 
accomplifh  the  object  of  it.  The  point  to  be  confidered  was 
the  probability  of  obtaining  jud  and  honorable  terms ;  but 
fuch  terms  mud  be  very  different  from  thofe  which  the  pub- 
lic declarations  of  the  French  had  for  a  long  time  pad  in- 
dicated. The  quedion  being  put,  the  motion  was  of  courfc 
negatived  by  a  great  majority. 

On  the  1 8th  of  February,  Mr.  Wilberforce  renewed  his 
annual  motion,  perhaps — fince  the  feelings  of  the  houfc 
had  long  become  callous  upon  the  fubjeft — better  omitted, 
for  the  abolition  of  the  flave-trade.  The  motion  was  fup- 
ported  neverthelefs  with  eloquence  and  ardor  by  Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Smith,  and  others  *  and  it  was  oppofed  with 
equal  vehemence  by  Sir  William  Yonge,  Mr.  Dundas,  and 
general  Tarleton,  member  for  Liverpool,  the  chief  empo- 
rium of  this  horrid  traffic.  The  general  at  length  moved  to 
podpone  the  farther  confideration  of  the  bufinefs  for  four 

vol.  in.  s  months, 

•  On  the  7th  of  January,  1796,  the  princefo  of  Wales  was  delivered  of 
a  daughter,  to  whom  was  given  the  name  of  Charlotte — and  who,  as  the 
only  ifluc  of  the  marriage,  appears  very  likely,  in  excluGon  of  all  the 
male  branches  of  the  royal  family,  to  inherit  the  crown  of  Britain. 
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months,  which  was  ultimately  carried,  no  doubt  to  the 
equal  aftonifhment  and  chagrin  of  the  chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  whofe  influence  unfortuately  extended  to  every 
queftion  but  this. 

A  great  variety  of  papers  on  the  fubjetl  of  finance  having 
been  fomc  weeks  before  the  houfe,  Mr.  Grey,  on  the  10th 
of  March,  moved  that  the  houfe  mould  refolve  itfeif  into  a 
committee  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  enforcing 
his  motion  by  a  fpeech  replete  with  information  of  the  mod 
mterefting  nature.    On  taking  the  c  dim  ate  of  the  three 
preceding  years  of  the  War,  we  had  added  77  millions  to 
the  capital  of  our  funded  debt.    Whatever  fums  had  been 
voted  by  parliament  were  invariably  upon  eftimate,  but  the 
real  expenfe  was  much  greater.    In  addition  to  the  parlia- 
mentary grants,  enormous  fums  of  money  had  been  expend- 
ed without  the  cenfent  of  parliament.   At  the  beginning  of 
the  war  the  minifter  had  pledged  himfelf,  as  far  as  poflible  to 
keep  down  the  »  extraordinaries  of  the  army  and  navy,  and 
to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  unfunded  debt :  but  it  was 
a  fac"r,  that  the  whole  aggregate  of  the  extraordinaries  in- 
curred in  the  wars  of  king  William  and  queen  Anne  did 
not  amount  to  one  half  of  the  extraordinaries  of  the  prefent 
year.    The  total  of  the  fums  fpent  in  this  war  of  defeat  and 
difgrace,  without  the  confent  of  parliament,  Mr.  Grey  ftat- 
cd  at  31,280,000/.  of  which  1,100,000/.  had  been  ap- 
plied to  the  ereclion  of  barracks — termed  with  propriety,  by 
judge  Blackftonc,  '  inland  fortrcl^es.,     But  the  enormous 
extent  of  the  expenditure  was  by  no  means  the  only  or  the 
mod  alarming  circumftance  attending  it.     The  mode  of 
advancing  money  to  the  government  by  the  Bank  had  un- 
doubtedly the  fandlion  of  parliament,  but  it  was  a  practice 
which  had  been  limited  and  reflraincd  by  the  conftitutional 
jealoufy  of  the  legiflature.     No  maxim  was  better  under- 
flood  in  that  houfe  than  that  no  advance  beyond  a  fpecified 
limit  (hall  be  made  to  government  by  the  Bank  in  anticipa-  • 
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tion  of  the  revenue.  This  prevented  the  minifter  from 
having  a  command  of  money  without  the  confent  of  par- 
liament, and  it  alfo  enabled  the  Bank  to  afford  that  commer- 
cial altiftance  which  was  the  primary  object  of  the  inftitu- 
tion.  Thefe  falutary  maxima  had  been  mod  grofsly  violated 
by  the  prefent  minifter,  and  his  conduct  had  been  gicatly 
diftreflmg  to  the  commercial  part  of  the  country.  On  the 
ill  of  January,  1793,  tne  Bank  was  *n  advance  t0  govern? 
ment  1 1,643,000  /.  which  accounted  for  the  inability  of  the 
directors  to  aflift  as  ufual  the  mercantile  credit.  This  prac- 
tice had  been  provided  againft  by  the  a£t  of  William  and 
Mary,  which  eltablifhed  the  company ;  but  when  a  bill  upon 
a  vote  of  credit  a  few  feflions  ago  paflcd  through  the  houfe, 
a  claufe  was  furreptitioufly  introduced  which  entirely  frus- 
trated the  falutary  purpoSes  of  the  act,  in  this  refpeft.  A 
vaft  floating  debt,  Mr.  fcrey  faid,  remained  to  be  provided 
for,  notwithstanding  the  loan  already  negotiated ;  and  the 
amount  of  the  taxes  already  impofed  during  the  war,  or 
exifting  previous  to  it,  fell  fhort  of  the  annual  revenue  - 
which  would  be  necefTary  for  the  fupport  even  of  a  peace 
eftablifhmcnt — no  lefs  than  two  millions  and  a  half.  And 
Mr.  Grey  conjured  the  houfe,  in  an  eloquent  peroration,  to 
dread  the  over-grown  influence  of  a  minifter  whofe  whole 
conduct  was  radically  hoftile  to  the  fundamental  principles 
of  our  conftitution. 

In  reply,  Mr.  Jenkinfon  infifted  that  the  prefent  pofture 
of  affairs  afforded  no  Sufficient  ground  for  enquiry,  and 
that  the  increafed  expenSe  of  wars  was  owing  to  the  increas- 
ed profperity  of  the  nation.  If  the  war  was  juft  and  neccf- 
f iry,  which  he  fhould  always  maintain,  fince  it  had  been 
Sanctioned  by  parliament,  he  did  not  See  how  the  expenSe  of 
the  war,  which  was  alSo  Sanctioned  by  parliament,  fhould 
become  a  proper  Subject  of  their  enquiry  ;  and  he  there- 
fore moved  the  order  of  the  day  ;  which,  with  much  de- 
bate, was  carried  by  a  large  majority. 
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That  Mr.  Grey  did  not  in  any  degree  exaggerate  the  pub- 
fie  embarraflments,  and  the  minifterial  mifconduct  which 
had  occafioned  them,  but  too  foon  and  too  plainly  appear- 
ed ;  for,  after  a  (hort  interval,  Mr.  Pitt  came  forward  with 
a  propofition  (March  18),  for  a  fecqnd  loan,  to  the  amount 
of  feven  millions  and  a  half,  in  order,  as  he  faid,  to  take  out 
of  the  market  a  great  proportion  of  the  paper  conftitutrng 
the  unfunded  debt,  which  was  contracted  for  on  nearly  the 
fame  terms  as  the  former.    Inftead  of  blufhing  at  the  un- 
paralleled enormity  of  thefe  fucceflive  demands— amounting 
to  43  millions  and  a  half  (lerling  in  fourteen  months,  for 
paying  the  intereft  upon  which  new  taxes  were  impofed,  in 
perpetuity,  to  the  amount  of  3,300,000/.— Mr.  Pitt  hoped 
that  nothing  would  difcourage  the  houfe  from  perfevering 
in  a  war  whofe  end  was  fo  laudable.    He  infilled,  as  he 
had  fo  often  before  done,  upon  the  ruined  ftate  of  the 
finances  of  France,  and  concluded  by  exclaiming  :  "  The 
ultimate  iflue  of  the  conteft  muft  be  glorious,  if  we  are 
not  wanting  to  ourfelves !    We  (hall,  by  the  blefling  of 
Providence,  deliver  ourfelves  from  the  worfl  of  dangers, 
and  at  the  fame  time  tranfmit  to  pofterity  a  mod  ufeful  lef- 
fon,  that  a  bankrupt,  turbulent,  and  lawlefs  nation  cannot 
meafure  itfelf  with  the  fpontaneous  and  well-regulated  con- 
duct of  a  free  and  loyal  country  !"   After  much  warm 
difcuflion  the  refolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt  were  agreed  to. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  in  the  year  (1782),  a  com- 
mittee, of  which  Mr.  Pitt  was  a  member,  was  appointed  by 
parliament  to  examine  the  public  accounts  of  the  kingdom  ; 
and,  in  their  report,  they  obferve,  "  that  the  enormous 
amount  of  the  extraordinaries  incurred  without  the  confent 
of  the  parliament  is  an  abufe  of  the  moft  alarming  nature, 
enabling  minifters  to  deceive  the  nation  by  keeping  back  the 
great  expenfes  of  the  war,  and  concealing  thereby  the  ex- 
tent of  its  engagements."  In  the  (hort  fpace  of  three  years, 
which  had  elapfed  fince  the  commencement,  a  debt  funded 
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and  unfunded}  fcarcely  (hort  of  a  hundred  millions,  had  been 
already  contracted,  and  all  enquiry  into  the  neceflity  of  this 
incredible  expenditure  uniformly  denied.  Surely  then  it 
cannot  be  too  harfh  to  characterize  the  financial  adminif- 
t  ration  of  Mr.  Pitt  as  exhibiting  a  fyftem  infamoufly  im- 
provident. If  a  national  bankruptcy  mould  be  the  ulti- 
mate, as  it  feems  the  inevitable,  refult  of  this  fyftem,  let 
us  thank  God  that  the  land  remains,  and  that  no  ex- 
travagance (of  kings  or  minifters  can  annihilate  it.  If  our 
government  could  have  had  fuch  communion  with  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  fun  or  moon,  or  any  other  agents  vifible  or 
invifible,  as  by  parting  with  territory  to  have  obtained  the 
means  of  fupplying  their  immediate  purpofes,  there  would 
not  have  been  by  this  time  an  acre  of  ground  left  for  an 
Englifhman  to  have  fet  his  foot  upon.  But  regret  and  in- 
dignation are  alike  ufelefs  and  unavailing  *,  and  we  fubmit 
to  the  op  pre flions  inflicted  by  (iich  an  adminiftration  as  the 
prefent,  as  to  a  plague,  a  famine,  or  an  earthquake,  or  any 
other  viGtation  of  Providence  in  the  natural  or  moral  world. 

Nothing  very  remarkable  occurred  in  parliament  after 
this  till  the  beginning  of  May,  when  Mr.  Grey  brought  for- 
ward an  elaborate  feries  of  refolutions,  tending  to  eftablifti 
the  following  conclufions  That  minifters  had  violated  the 
exprefs  ftipulations  of  the  Appropriation  A£t,  by  applying 
grants  to  other  fervices  than  thofe  for  which  they  were 
voted;  that  they  had  prefented  falfe  accounts  to  the  houfe  to 
conceal  this  infraction  •,  that  they  had  violated  another  law 
for  regulating  the  office  of  paymafter-general  of  the  forces. 
— The  refolutions  were  no  lefs  than  fifteen  in  number,  the 
laft  of  which  ftated  that,  in  the  inftances  fpecified,  his 
majefty's  minifters  had  been  guilty  of  prefenting  falfe  ac- 
counts, calculated  to  miflead  the  judgment  of  the  houfe — 
of  a  flagrant  violation  of  various  ads  of  parliament,  and  of 
a  grofs  mifapplication  of  the  public  money  :  and  Mr.  Grey 
declared,  at  the  fame  time,  his  purpofe,  if  thefe  refolutions 
were  carried,  to  make  them  the  bafis  of  an  impeachment 
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for  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours. — Mr.  Grey  requeded 
the  houfe  to  recollect  that  there  was  an  act  palled  erery 
feflion,  after  the  grants  for  the  year  were  made,  appropriating 
certain  fums  to  certain  purpofes ;  which  aft  had,  as  Mr.  Grey 
proved  in  numerous  and  very  important  indances,  been 
mod  grofsly  violated.    The  money  appropriated  to  clothing 
the  army,  for  example,  had  never  been  fo  applied,  and  there 
was  then  due  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  and  upwards  to 
the  fevcral  colonels  of  regiments,  &c.  upon  this  account.  It 
was  very  poflibie  that  exigencies  might  arifc  which  would 
juilify,  in  a  certain  degree,  deviations  from  the  Act  of  Ap- 
propriation, but  in  fuch  cafes  the  neccflity  ought  to  be  dat- 
ed to  the  houfe,  and  an  indemnity  granted.    On  the  con- 
•  trary,  great  pains  had  been  taken  to  impofe  upon  the  houfe 
by  falie  accounts,  as  appeared  by  reference  to  what  is 
ltyled,  in  parliamentary  language,  the  Difpofition  Paper — 
.1  document  edabliflied  at  the  Revolution,  as  a  real  account, 
for  the  information  of  parliament,  how  the  fupplies  were 
employed.     This  paper  he  now  arraigned  as  completely 
falie.    It  dated  that  the  fums  voted  for  the  army,  &c.  had 
been  iflued  when  that  branch  of  the  fervice  was  dill  in  ar- 
rear. — The  quedion  before  the  houfe  was,  whether  they 
would  differ  this  official  datcment  to  become  a  mere  form, 
and  the  minider  to  apply  the  public  money  as  he  thought 
proper,  in  defiance  of  the  folemn  enactments  of  the  legifla- 
ture  ?    In  direct  violation  alfo  of  an  act  of  parliament,  the 
paymader  of  the  army  was  allowed  to  retain  in  his  hands  a 
very  large  balance  of  the  public  money  which  ought  to  have 
been  paid  into  the  Bank. 

Mr.  Pitt's  defence  was  very  vague  and  general.  «  The 
Act  of  Appropriation  had  at  no  time,"  he  faid,  "  been 
drictly  adhered  to  *,  though  he  allowed  that  the  recent  de- 
viations from  it  had  been  greater  than  formerly.  It  was  no 
reproach  to  the  trealury  not  to  be  able  to  afcertain  tilings 
in  their  nature  inafcertainable.  Confidering  the  variety  of 
operations  to  which  the  views  of  miniders  mud  be  directed 
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in  a  war  like  the  prefent,  and  the  neceflary  changes  which 
muft  take  place,  it  would  ill  accord  with  the  public  fervice 
to  bind  them  down  by  the  ftri&  letter  of  the  a&.  The  ba- 
lance in  the  hands  of.the  paymafter  was,"  he  faid,  "  tempo- 
rary and  accidental,  and  owing  to  the  refufal  of  the  directors 
of  the  Bank  to  receive  Exchequer-bills  as  calh  •,  but  they  had 
fince  agreed  to  receive  them." 

Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  "  whoever  had  heard  the  de- 
fence fet  up,  without  adverting  to  the  accufation,  would 
have  thought  that  the  latter  was  directed  againft  the  in- 
curring any  extraordinaries  at  all ;  not  that  they  had  been 
incurred    improvidently,  or  had  been  with-held  impro- 
perly from  the  houfe  *,  or,  when  incurred  and  provided 
for,  that  the  money  voted  for  them  had  not  been  applied 
to  their  difcharge.    Arguing  generally,  it  was  no  doubt 
certain  that,  when  neceirity  demanded,  the  Act  of  Appro- 
priation muft  be  difpenfed  with    and  this  fort  of  argument 
would  apply  to  any  other  law,  inevitable  neceflity  being  / 
an  anfwer  to  every  thing.    The  great  matter  to  be  explained 
was,  why  weTe  the  fums  voted  by  the  houfe  for  extraordi- 
nary purpofes  not  applied  to  their  original  deftination  ?  — . 
That  the  money  originally  voted  was  applied  neceffarily  to 
other  purpofes  was  no  reafon  for  delaying  the  payment  one 
hour  after  the  fucceeding  grant  which  included  and  pro- 
vided for  all  preceding  deficiencies.    The  minifter  had  an- 
fwered  this  by  the  avowal  of  a  fyftem  which  tended  to  bring 
our  finances  into  the  greateft  confufion — that  new  grants 
for  old  demands  fhould  be  applied  to  the  difcharge  of  Mill 
newer  demands :  fo  that  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  appro- 
priation of  grants  there  would  be  no  end.    Without  tome 
alteration  in  this  practice,  neither  the  houfe  of  commons 
nor  the  public  could  ever  know  that  money  was  applied  to 
the  purpofes  to  which  the  law  deftined  it." — Mr.  Fox  fe- 
verely  cenfured  the  infringement  of  the  act:  relative  to  the 
office  of  paymafter.    "  If  the  Bank  refufed  Exchequer- 
bills,  the  money  ought  to  have  been  ifTued  fome  other  way. 
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If  the  Bank  had  not  confented  to  the  new  arrangement, 
was  the  balance  never  to  be  paid  as  the  act  of  parliament 
pofitively  directed  ?" — The  previous  queftion  at  length  re. 
leafed  the  minifter  from  one  of  the  mod  difagreeable  di- 
lemmas he  had  ever  found  himfelf  in i  and  the  refblutions 
of  Mr.  Grey  were  virtually  rejected  by  a  vaft  majority  of 
171  voices. 

Nearly  at  the  fame  time  the  marquis  of  Lanfdown,  ac- 
tuated by  the  fame  general  views  with  Mr.  Grey,  moved 
the  houfe  of  lords  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  public  expenditure.  «  Many 
reforms/'  his  lord  (hip  faid,  "  had  been  clearly  and  ably 
pointed  out  in  the  reports  of  the  coiqmifBoners  of  accounts 
nominated  during  the  late  war,  which  had  been  neglected 
by  the  prefent  minifters and  the  time  would  fail  him 
Ihould  he  enumerate  all  the  abufes  which  had  been  intro- 
duced and  fanctioned  by  them.  He  was  tired  of  infpeet- 
ing  that  regifter  of  corruption,  the  Red  Book.  But,  above 
all  other  abufes  and  innovations,  his  lordfhip  deprecated 
that  which  he  faid  fwallowed  up  the  reft — the  pouuer  inf- 
dioujly  acquired  by  the  minifter. of  obtaining  advances  from  the 
Bank  to  an  unlimited  amount.  By  a  moft  falutary  regulation 
of  the  original  act  of  king  William,  the  Bank  was  rcftricted 
within  very  narrow  bounds.  But  this  reftraint  had  been  re- 
pealed by  a  claufe  fo  artfully  inferted  in  a  late  act  of  par- 
liament, that  had  it  not  been  for  the  vigilance  of  a  noble 
lord  then  prefent  (the  earl  of  Lauderdale),  it  would  have 
palled  wholly  unnoticed.  In  confequence  of  this  repeal, 
the  Bank  might  ftretch  their  credit  to  government  at  plea- 
fure ;  and  the  minifter,  without  confent  of  parliament,  had 
an  ample  refource  within  his  reach.  His  lordfhip  wiflied 
to  have  it  thoroughly  afcertained,  whether,  and  how  far, 
the  public  expenfes  had  increafed  beyond  the  fupplies  an- 
nually granted  by  parliament  ?" — After  a  warm  debate  the 
motion  was  negatived  by  104  to  12  voices  only. 
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On  the  1  oth  of  May  an  addrefs  to  the  king  was  moved 
in  both  houfes — by  the  earl  of  Guildford  in  the  upper,  by 
Mr.  Fo*in  the  lower  houfe  of  parliament— drawn  in  terms 
of  remarkable  vigor  and  ability,  and  containing  many  ftrik- 
ing  and  important  though  uncourtly  and  unwelcome  truths. 
The  addrefs  declared  «  That  the  duty  incumbent  upon  par- 
liament no  longer  permitted  them  to  difiemble  their  deli- 
berate opinion  that  the  diftrefs,  difficulty,  and  peril,  to 
which  this  country  is  now  fubje&ed,  have  arifen  from  the 
mifcondutt  of  the  king's  minifters,  and  are  likely  to  fubfift 
and  increafe  as  long  as  the  fame  principles  which  have 
hitherto  guided  thefe  minifters  (hall  continue  to  prevail 
in  the  councils  of  Great  Britain. — It  is  painful  to  us,"  fay 
the  fupporters  of  this  high-fpirited  addrefs,  "  to  remind  your 
majefty  of  the  (ituation  of  your  dominions  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  and  of  the  high  degree  of  profperity  to  which 
the  fkill  and  induftry  of  your  majefty's  fubje&s  had,  under 
the  fafeguard  of  a  free  conftitution,  raifed  the  Britifh  em- 
pire, fince  it  can  only  fill  your  mind  with  the  melancholy 
lecofle&ion  of  profperity  aBufed,  and  of  opportunities  of 
fecuring  permanent  advantages  wantonly  rejected.  Nor 
(hall  we  prefume  to  wound  your  majefty's  benevolence,  by 
dwelling  on  the  fortunate  confequences  which  might  have 
arifen  from  the  mediation  of  Great  Britain  between  the 
powers  then  at  war,  which  might  have  enfured  the  per- 
manence of  our  profperity  while  it  preferred  all  Europe 
from  the  calamities  which  it  has  fince  endured, — a  media- 
tion which  this  kingdom  was  fo  well  fitted  to  carry  on  with 
vigor  and  dignity,  by  its  power,  its  character,  and  the 
nature  of  its  government,  happily  removed  at  an  equal 
diftance  from  the  contending  extremes  of  licentioufnefs  and 
tyranny. — From  this  neutral  and  impartial  fyftem  of  policy 
your  majefty's  minifters  were  induced  to  depart  by  certain 
meafures  of  the  French  government,  of  which  they  com- 
plained as  injurious  and  hoftile  to  this  country.  With 
what  juftice  thofe  complaints  were  made  we  are  not  now 
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called  upon  to  determine,  fince  it  ^cannot  be  pretended  that 
the  meafures  of  France  were  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  pre- 
clude the  poffibility  of  adjuftment  by  negotiation ;  and  it  is 
impoflible  to  deny  that  the  power  which  fliuts  up  the  chan- 
nel of  accommodation  mud  be  the  real  aggreflbr  in  war. 
To  reject  negotiation  is  to  determine  on  hoftilities ;  and, 
whatever  may  have  been  the  nature  of  the  points  in  ques- 
tion between  us  and  France,  we  cannot  but  pronounce  the 
refufal  of  fuch  an  authorized  communication  with  that  coun- 
try as  might  have  amicably  terminated  the  difpute  to  be  the 
true  and  immediate  caufe  of  the  rupture  which  followed. 

"  Nor  can  we  forbear  to  remark  that  the  pretences  un- 
der which  your  majefty's  minifters  then  haughtily  refufed 
fuch  authorized  communication  have  been  fufliciently  cx- 
pofed  by  their  own  conduct  in  fince  fubmitting  to  a  fimilar 
inter  courfc  with  the  fame  govern  men  t, 

"  The  mifguided  policy  which  thus  rendered  the  war 
inevitable  appears  to  have  actuated  your  majefty's  minifters 
in  their  determination  to  continue  it  at  all  hazards.  At 
the  fame  time  we  cannot  but  obferve  that  the  obftinacy 
with  which  they  have  adhered  to  their  defperate  fyftem  is  not 
more  remarkable  than  their  verfatility  in  the  pretexts  upon 
which  they  have  juitified  it.  At  one  period  the  ftrength, 
at  another  the  weaknefs,  of  the  enemy,  have  been  urged  as 
motives  for  continuing  the  war ;  the  fuccefTes  as  well  as 
the  defeats  of  the  allies  have  contributed  only  to  pro- 
long the  conteft  ;  and  hope  and  defpair  have  equally  ferved 
to  involve  us  ftill  deeper  in  the  horrors  of  war,  and  to  en- 
tail upon  us  an  endlcfs  train  of  calamities. 

"  After  the  original  profeflcd  objects  had  been  obtained 
by  the  expulfion  of  the  French  armies  from  the  territories 
of  Holland  and  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  we  find  your  ma- 
jefty's minifters,  influenced  either  by  arrogance  or  by  infa- 
tuated ambition,  and  the  vain  hope  pf  conquefts  which, 
if  realized,  could  never  compenfate  to  the  nation  for  the 
blood  and  trcafurc  by  which  they  muft  be  obtained,  reject- 
ing 
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ing  unheard  the  overtures  made  by  the  Executive  Council  of 
France,  at  a  period  when  circumdances  were  fo  eminently 
favorable  to  your  majefly  and  your  allies,  that  there  is 
every  reafon  to  fuppofc  that  a  negotiation  commenced  at 
fuch  a  juncture  muft  have  terminated  in  an  honorable  and 
advantageous  peace-,  to  the  profpects  arifing  from  fuch 
an  opportunity  they  preferred  a  blind  and  obilinate  perfe- 
verance  in  a  war  which  could  fcarce  have  any  remaining 
object  but  the  unjudifiable  purpofe  of  impofing  upon  France 
a  government  difapproved  of  by  the  inhabitants  of  that 
country ;  and  fuch  was  the  infatuation  of  thefc  minifters, 
that,  far  from  being  able  to  frame  a  wife  and  comprehen- 
five  fyftem  of  policy,  they  even  rejected  the  few  advantages 
that  belonged  to  their  own  unfortunate  fcheme.  The  ge- 
neral exidence  of  a  defign  to  interpofe  in  the  internal  go- 
vernment was  too  manifeft  not  to  rouze  into  active  hoftility 
the  national  zeal  of  that  people ;  but  their  particular  pro- 
jects were  too  equivocal  to  attract  the  confidence  or  pro- 
cure the  co-operation  of  thofe  Frenchmen  who  were  dif- 
afFe£ted  to  the  government  of  their  country.  The  nature 
of  thefe  plans  was  too  clear  not  to  provoke  formidable 
enemies,  but  their  extent  was  too  ambiguous  to  conciliate 
ufeful  friends. 

«  We  beg  leave  farther  to  reprefent  to  your  majefly 
that,  at  fubfequcnt  periods,  your  mini  iters  have  fuffered 
the  moft  favorable  opportunities  to  efcape  of  obtaining  an 
honorable  and  advantageous  pacification.  They  did  not 
avail  themfelves,  as  it  was  thtir  duty  to  have  done,  of  the 
unbroken  drcngth  of  the  general  confederacy  which  had 
been  formed  againfi.  France  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  ef- 
fect to  overtures  for  negotiation.  They  faw  the  fjcefliou 
of  fcveral  powerful  dates  from  that  confederacy,  they  fuf- 
fcrcd  it  to  diflblve  without  an  effort  for  the  attainment  ct 
a  general  pacification.  They  loaded  their  country  with 
the  odium  of  having  engaged  in  a  combination  charged 
with  the  mod  queftioinble  and  unjultifiable  views,  without 
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availing  themfelves  of  that  combination  for  procuring  fa- 
vorable conditions  of  peace.  That,  from  this  fatal  neglect, 
the  progrefs  of  hoftilities  has  only  ferved  to  eftablifh  the 
evils  which  might  certainly  have  been  avoided  by  negotia- 
tion, but  which  arc  now  confirmed  by  the  events  of  the 
war.  We  have  fck  that  the  unjuftifiable  and  impracti- 
cable attempt  to  eftablim  royalty  in  France  by  force  has 
only  proved  fatal  to  its  unfortunate  fupporters.  We  have 
feen  with  regret  the  fubj  ligation  of  Holland,  and  the  ag- 
grandizement of  the  French  republic  ;  and  we  have  to  la- 
ment the  alteration  in  the  (late  of  Europe,  not  only  from 
the  fuccefles  of  the  French,  but  from  the  formidable  acqui- 
fitions  of  fome  of  the  allied  powers  on  the  fide  of  Poland — 
acquifitions  alarming  from  their  magnitude,  but  ftill  more 
fo  from  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  made  ;  thus 
fatally  learning  that  the  war  has  tended  alone  to  eftablifh 
thd  very  evils  for  the  prevention  of  which  it  was  avowedly 
undertaken. 

"  On  a  review  of  fo  many  inftances  of  grofs  and  flagrant 
mifconduct,  proceeding  from  the  fame  pernicious  princi- 
ples, and  directed  with  incorrigible  obftinacy  to  the  fame 
mifchievous  ends,  we  deem  ourfelves  bound,  in  duty  to 
your  majefty  and  to  our  condiments,  to  declare  that  we 
fee  no  rational  hope  of  redeeming  the  affairs  of  the  king- 
dom, but  by  the  adoption  of  a  fyftem  radically  and  fun- 
damentally different  from  that  which  has  produced  our  pre- 
fent  calamities. 

«  Unlefs  your  majefty's  minifters  fhall,  from  a  real 
conviction  of  pad  errors,  appear  inclined  to  regulate  their 
conduct  upon  fuch  a  fyftem,  we  can  neither  give  any  cre- 
dit to  the  fmcerity  of  their  profeflions  of  a  wifh  for  peace, 
nor  repofe  any  confidence  in  them  for  conducting  a  nego- 
tiation to  a  profperous  iflue.  Odious  as  they  are  to  an 
enemy,  who  will  ftill  believe  them  fecretly  to  cherifh  thofe 
unprincipled  and  chimerical  projects  which  they  have  been 
compelled  in  public  to  difavow,  contemptible  in  the  eyes 
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of  alL  Europe  from  the  difplay  of  infincerity  which  has 
marked  their  conduct,  our  only  hopes  reft  on  your  majef- 
ty*s  royal  wifdom  and  unqueftioned  affection  for  your 
people,  that  you  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  adopt  maxims 
of  policy  more  fuitable  to  the  circumftances  of  the  times 
than  thofe  by  which  your  majefty's  minifters  appear  to  have 
been  governed,  and  to  direct  your  fervants  to  take  meafures 
which,  by  differing  eflentially,  as  well  in  their  tendency  as 
in  the  principle  upon  which  they  are  founded,  from  thofe 
wluch  have  hitherto  marked  their  conduct,  may  give  this 
coifhtry  fome  reafonable  hope,  at  no  very  diftant  period,  of 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  peace  fuitable  to  the  interefts  of 
Great  Britain,  and  likely  to  preferve  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe." 

This  incomparable  addrefs  excited  very  animated  debates 
in  both  houfes  ;  and  the  minifters,  flung  and  mortified  to 
the  quick,  in  vain  attempted  to  clear  themfelves  from  the 
fevere  and  heavy  imputations  contained  in  it — imputations 
which  will  moft  indubitably  be  ratified  by  the  verdict  of  a 
difcerning  and  impartial  pofterity.  But,  on  the  divifion, 
it  appeared  that  they  had  as  much  the  advantage  in  num- 
bers as  their  opponents  in  argument — the  motions  both  of 
lord  Guildford  and  Mr.  Fox  being  negatived  by  prodigious 
majorities.  The  public  bufmefs  being  now  concluded,  his 
majefty  terminated  the  feflion  (May  19,  1796),  with  a 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  filled  with  the  higheft  compliments- 
to  both  houfe3  "  for  the  uniform  wifdom,  temper,  and 
firmnefs,  which  had  appeared  in  all  their  proceedings  fince 
their  firft  meeting  in  that  place."  And,  on  the  following 
day,  a  proclamation  was  iffued  for  their  diffolution,  and  an 
end  was  happily  put  to  the  political  exiftence  of  this  ftill- 
confiding,  ftill-confounded  parliament,  which  had  fo  enor- 
moAifly,  and  with  fuch  blind  and  obftinate  rafhnefs,  added 
to  the  preffure  of  the  public  burdens,  and  involved  the  na- 
tion in  a  conteft  the  moft  ruinous,  the  moft  unjuft,  and 
the  moft  unneceflary,  in  which  it  had  ever  been  engaged 
fince  the  foundation  of  the  Englifh  monarchy. 
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In  confequcnce  of  the  total  fubjugation  of  Holland  by  the 
French  armies,  hoftilities  in  that  quarter  were  for  th  e  pre** 
fent  altogether  extinguifhed  ;  but  in  other  parts  the  war  was 
carried  on  with  increafed  and  redoubled  fury.  The  Au- 
ftrian  armies  were  now  ptaced  under  the  command  of  the 
archduke  Charles,  brother  to  the  emperor,  a  young  prince 
of  great  fpirit  and  gallantry,  arid  who  was  faid  to  inherit  no 
inconfidcriible  {hare  of  thofe  military  talents  which  had  fo 
eminently  diftinguilhed  his  illuftrious  anceftor,  the  great 
duke  of  Lorraine.  The  armiftice  expiring  on  the  31ft  of 
May,  the  operations  of  the  campaign  upon  the  Rhine  be- 
gan by  a  fuccef*ful  attack  on  the  part  of  the  French  upon 
the  Auftrian  poUs  fituatcd  on  the  Sieg  and  the  Lahn, 
Itreams  which  run  in  a  weftward  direction  into  that  great 
Tiver,  with  a  view  of  opening  the  way  to  Mentz,  the  liege 
of  which  they  once  more  meant  to  attempt.  But  the  Au- 
ftrians,  aflembling  in  great  force,  compelled  the  French  to 
retreat  and  rcfume  their  former  portions.  A  totally  diffe- 
rent plan  was  now  therefore  adopted  5  and  general  Moreau, 
who  commanded  the  army  of  the  Rhine  and  Mofclle, 
feigning  preparations  for  another  and  more  ferious  attack, 
c!rew  off  his  troops  with  the  utmoft  fecrefy,  and  by  forced 
marches  arrived  at  Straiburg :  and  not  with  Handing  an  acci- 
dental  inundation  which  raifed  the  waters  of  the  Rhine  to 
an  uncommon  height,  he  effected  the  paflage  of  the  river, 
and  by  a  fudden  and  furious  aflault  reduced  the  fortreis  of 
Kehl  on  the  oppofite  bank.  General  Wurmfer,  who  com^ 
manded  in  this  quarter,  unable  to  withftand  the  impetuoiity 
of  this  irruption,  immediately  applied  to  the  archduke  for 
aid  \  and  his  imperial  highnefs,  fenfible  of  the  importance 
of  checking  early  the  progrefs  of  the  French  in  the  Brifgau, 
haftened  in  perfon  with  a  large  body  of  troops  to  his  afiift- 
ance.  Before  the  arrival  of  this  reinforcement,  however, 
the  Auftrians  had  been  worfted  in  various  engagements, 
and  the  partes  of  the  Black  Forcft  forced  in  feveral  parts. 
General  Wurmfer  having  at  length  formed  a  junction  with 
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the  archduke,  they  took  a  very  advantageous  pofitlon  near 
the  village  of  Ettingen,  where  they  waited  the  attack  of 
the  French  ;  and  on  the  9th  of  July  a  mod  bloody  battle 
was  fought  at  this  fpot  with  defperate  valor  on  both  fides. 
Fortune  at  lafl  decided  in  favor  of  the  republicans,  and  the 
Auftrians,  retreating  with  precipitation  into  the  heart  of 
Germany,  left  the  fortrefles  of  Mentz,  Manheim,  Phi- 
lipfburg,  and  Ehrenbreitftein,  to  their  natural  defence. 

General  Jourdain,  who  commanded  the  army  of  the 
Sambre  and  Meufe,  having  repaired  the  Lahn,  was  by  this 
time  before  the  gates  of  Frankfort ;  fo  that  the  French 
were  now  maflers  of  the  whole  courfe  of  the  Rhine,  from 
the  confines  of  Switzerland  to  the  Weftphalian  frontier. 
General  Moreau,  after  taking  pofleflion  of  Fribourg,  the 
chief  town  in  the  Brifgau,  and  Stutgard,  the  capital  of  the 
duchy  of  Wirtemberg,  crolTed  the  Necker,  reducing  the 
entire  circle  of  Suabia  to  fubmiflion.  Jourdain  in  the 
mean  while  marching  through  Frankfort,  Afchaffenburg, 
and  Wurtzburg,  all  of  which  places  furrendered  almoft  to 
his  firft  fummons,  found  himfelf  in  pofleflion  of  the  whole 
of  Franconia.  A  divifion  of  the  army  of  the  Rhine  and 
Mofelle,  under  Ferino,  having  at  the  other  extremity  of  the 
line  feized  upon  the  city  of  Conftance,  and  the  various  for- 
trefles on  the  Lake,  the  republican  armies  formed  an  im- 
menfe  chain,  of  which  the  left  extended  to  the  frontiers  of 
Bohemia  and  Saxony,  and  the  right  to  the  Tyrolian  moun- 
tains. In  thefe  circumftances  the  duke  of  Wirtemberg  and 
the  prince  of  Baden,  bereft  of  their  territories,  fent  ambaf- 
fadors  to  the  Directory  to  fue  for  peace,  which  was  granted 
them  on  their  engaging  to  withdraw  from  all  alliances 
offenfive  and  defenfive  into  which  they  had  entered  again  ft 
the  republic,  and  to  cede  to  France  whatever  territory  they 
poiTefled,  which  was  but  of  trivial  account,  on  the  left  or 
French  fide  of  the  Rhine.  A  new  treaty  of  friend  (hip  and 
alliance  was  at  the  fame  time  concluded  with  the  king  cf 
Pruflia,  who,  delighted  to  fee  the  humiliation  of  the  houfe 
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of  Auftria,  was  occupied  only  with  the  thought  how  to 
convert  the  pafling  events  of  the  war  to  his  own  advantage. 
With  this  view,  and  trufting  to  the  connivance  at  lead  of 
the  Frencji,  he  detached  a  body  of  troops  to  feize  upon 
the  imperial  city  of  Nurenburg,  upon  which  he  took  this 
opportunity  to  advance*  fome  abfurd  and  frivolous  claims. 

As  the  French  armies  advanced  into  Germany,  the  in- 
habitants, who  were  at  firft  much  biaffed  in  their  favor, 
and  ftrongly  attached  to  the  principles  upon  which  the  re- 
volution had  been  originally  founded,  began  to  perceive 
that  principles  and  practices  were  not  neceflTarily  connected, 
and  that,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  they  were  far  as  the 
poles  afunder.    The  contributions  levied  by  the  French 
generals  for  the  fupport  of  their  troops  in  the  German  prin- 
cipalities were  fo  heavy  as  to  make  the  Germans  bitterly  to 
regret  the  milder  tyranny  of  their  own  petty  defpots  ;  and 
the  troops,  flufhed  with  the  pride  of  victory,  indulged  in 
all  manner  of  military  licenfe.    The  French  government 
had  never  really  or  ferioufly  entertained  the  defign  of  efta- 
blifhing  their  dominion  or  influence  on  the  eaftern  fide  of 
the  Rhine,  and  fince  their  connection  with  Pruflia  they 
were  particularly  careful  not  to  alarm  the  court  of  Berlin 
by  any  projects  of  revolutionizing  the  empire.    The  bond 
of  union  between  them  was  the  defire  of  humbling  the 
power  of  the  Auftrian  houfe ;  which  it  was  now,  as  at  all 
other  times,  the  true  policy  of  Great  Britain  to  fupport  and 
ftrengthen.  When  the  emperor  indulged  the  wild  ambition 
of  aggrandizing  himfelf  at  the  expence  of  France,  and  of 
partitioning  her  provinces,  it  would  indeed  have  been  not 
only  the  higheft  wifdom,  but  the  trueft  friendmip,  in  the 
court  of  London,  to  have  interpofed  her  powerful  and  irrc- 
Gftible  mediation  to  reftrain  thefe  foolifli  and  deftru&ive 
proje&s.  But  circumftances  were  at  prefent  totally  chang- 
ed: France  had  not  only  repelled  her  infolent  invaders, 
but  the  emperor  was  in  danger  of  being  attacked  in  his  he- 
reditary dominions  j  and  France  was  now  the  nation  whofe 
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traft  prcponderancy  threatened  the  balance  of  power  and 
the  liberties  of  Europe.  All  the  feelings  which  had  been 
originally  interefted  in  her  favor  were  now  excited  againft 
her,  and  all  impartial  perfons  wiflied  to  fee  the  armies  of 
France  in  their  turn  compelled  to  abandon  their  conquefts, 
and  regarded  the  archduke  with  emotions  of  affection  and  ' 
admiration,  as  the  glorious  and  patriotic  defender  of  his  na- 
tive country. 

The  two  invading  armies  continued  their  march  without 
meeting  any  confiderable  refiftance,  till  that  of  the  Rhine 
and  Mofelie,  after  taking  pofieflion  of  Ulm,  Donawert, 
and  other  towns  in  the  fame  diredion,  arrived,  Auguft  the 
24th)  on  the  banks  of  the  Lech,  a  large  river  running  into 
the  Danube,  and  which  divides  the  circles  of  Suabia  and 
Bavaria.     Here  a  body  of  Auftrians  *  were  polled  near 
Augfburg,  who  difputed  the  paflage  very  gallantly ;  but 
the  high  fortune  of  the  French  prevailed,  and  general  Mo- 
reau,  entering  Bavaria  in  triumph,  took  pofleffion  of  Mu- 
nich on  the  27th.    In  the  mean  time  the  archduke  had  di- 
rected his  chief  attention  to  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and 
Meufe,  under  the  command  of  general  Jourdain  ;  and  con- 
tenting  himfel£  to  remain  upon  the  defenfive,  ftrongly  en- 
trenched on  the  right  of  the  Ihn,  a  ftream  flowing  parallel 
with  the  Lech,  fent  very  ftrong  reinforcements  to  general 
Wartenfleben,  who  commanded  on  that  fide  of  the  Danube. 
In  confequence  of  this  feafonable  junction,  the  Auftrian 
general  attacked,  Auguft  22,  the  van  of  Jourdain's  army, 
which  had  arrived  within  a  few  days'  march  of  Ratifbon, 
with  forces  fo  fuperior,  that  general  Bernadotte,  who  con- 
ducted it,  was  compelled  to  fall  back  in  confufion  upon  the 
main  body,  which,  in  the  face  of  a  victorious  enemy,  and 
in  the  midft.  of  a  country  rendered  univcrfally  hoftile  by  the 
injuries  and  the  depredations  they  had  fuftained,  cut  off 
from  all  communication  with  France,  diminiflied  in  its 
numbers,  and  hopelefs  of  effecting  the  intended  junction 
with  Moreau,  had  no  option  but  to  retreat.    This  was  np£ 
vol.  in.  T  accompli flied 
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accomplifhed  without  extreme  difficulty  and  very  great  lofs. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  countries  through  which  they  had 
marched  now  fcized  with  eagernefs  the  favorable  moment 
to  retaliate  upon  the  French  army,  which,  loaded  with  the 
fruit  of  their  rapine,  were  more  fedulous  to  efcape  with 
their  fpoils  than  to  incur  any  further  ri&  of  lofing  their 
treafure,  together  with  their  lives.    The  Auftrian  troops 
alfo  hung  on  the  rear  and  flanks  of  the  French  fo  clofely, 
that  no  refpite  was  allowed  them  ;  almoft  daily  conflicts 
took  place,  nor  did  Jourdain  think  his  army  in  fafety,  till, 
repalfing  Bamberg  and  Wurtzburg,  he  gained  the  banks  of 
the  Lower  Rhine.    In  an  action  near  Altenkirchen  the 
French  loft  a  moft  able  officer  in  general  Marceau,  a  young 
man  whofc  gallant  conduct  and  riling  talents  had  excited 
rhe  admiration  of  his  generous  adverfary  the* archduke,  who 
caufed  all  military  honors  to  be  paid  to  his  memory.  By 
this  retreat  of  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe  the  fitua- 
tion  of  that  of  the  Rhine  and  Mofelle  was  rendered  ex- 
tremely critical,  as  the  left  flank  of  Moreau  was  left  unco- 
vered, and  a  part  of  the  Auftrian  forces  were  falling  into 
his  rea?,  while  frelh  battalions  advanced  on  the  fide  of  the 
Tyrolefe,  fecming  to  threaten  the  furrouading  him — the 
archduke  fteadily  maintaining  hij  pofition  in  front,  infu- 
latcd  as  he  now  was  in  the  centre  of  Germany,  and  the 
garrifons  of  Mentz,  Manheim,  and  Philipfburg,  ftill  re- 
maining in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.    General  Moreau  had 
indeed  ventured  to  crofs  the  Ifer,  in  the  hope  that  his  far- 
ther advances  to  Vienna  would  incite  the  archduke  to 
change  his  pofitions,  and  enable  JouTdain  to  refume  the  at- 
tack.   But  finding  that  his  imperial  highnefs  had  joined, 
September  ift,  the  army  of  general  Kray  at  Bamberg,  and 
that  the  defeat  of  Jourdain  was  in  confequence  complete, 
he  faw  the  neceffity  of  concentrating  his  forces,  in  order  to 
provide  for  his  own  fafety.    He  immediately  withdrew  his 
troops  in  tlx-  belt  order  from  the  electorate  of  Bavaria, 
and,  repafTin^  the  Lech,  encamped  in  a  ftrong  pofition  be- 
tween 
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tween  the  city  of  Ulm  and  the  Lake  of  Conflance.  Prefled 
both  in  front  and  rear,  he  determined  to  g[ive  battle  to  the 
enemy,  and  on  the  3d  of  October  he  gained  at  StenhaUfen 
a  decifive  victory  over  the  Auftrian  general  Latour,  making 
no  Iefs  than  five  thoufand  men  prifoners.  But  this  advan- 
tage was  far  from  extricating  him  from  the  great  and  nume- 
rous dangers  with  which  he  was  environed  ;  fince  the 
archduke  had  fucceeded  in  cutting  off  all  communication 
with  the  Rhine,  by  feizing  upon  thofe  paffes  in  the  Black 
Foreft  through  which  Moreau  had  to  retreat,  and  in  gain- 
ing pofleflion  of  the  Villes  Foreftieres,  which  lay  on  the 
Rhine,  and  which  bounded  the  Swifs  territory.  An  ad- 
vanced body  of  Auftrians,  under  the  generals  Nauendorf 
and  Petrafch,  lay  in  wait  to  attack  the  French  in  front  i 
while  general  Latour,  now  ftrengthened  by  reinforcements, 
purfued  them  clofely  in  the  rear.  At  the  entrance  of  the 
Black  Foreft  the  mountains  rife  fo  boldly,  and  the  defile 
through  which  Moreau  attempted  to  force  a  pafiage  was  fo 
narrow,  that  fcarcely  could  fifty  men  march  abreaft.  At- 
tacked as  he  was  on  all  fides,  he  fucceeded  beyond  all  pre- 
vious expectation  and  probability  in  repulfing  the  efforts  of 
the  enemy ;  and,  in  the  face  of  the  greateft  dangers  and 
the  mod  powerful  oppofition,  he  at  length  brought  his 
army,  without  any  material  lofs,  to  Fribourg,  through  a 
hoftile  country  300  miles  in  extent — making  a  moll  cou- 
rageous and  lion-like  retreat,  often  turning  upon  his  pur- 
fucrs,  defeating  them  in  a  variety  of  conflicts,  and  taking 
very  many  prifoners,  colors,  and  cannon. 

The  winter  drawing  on,  general  Moreau  abandoned  the 
Brifgau,  and  parted  the  Rhine  at  Brifac  and  Huninguen, 
leaving  a  ftrong  garrifon  in  the  fortrefs  of  Kehl,  the  trenches 
before  which  were  opened  by  the  archduke  November  25. 
It  was  defended  with  heroic  bravery  by  general  Defaix,  and 
was  not  reduced  till  the  end  of  the  year,  the  works  being 
converted  into  an  heap  of  ruins.  Thus  ended  the  expedi- 
tion of  the  French  into  the  imperial  territory ;  and  thus 
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fuccefsful  were  the  Auftrians,  under  the  gallant  conduct 
of  their  young  commander,  in  overthrowing  the  gigantic 
plans  of  conqueft  formed  in  the  delirium  of  uninterrupted 
profperity  by  an  exafperated  and  formidable  enemy. 

The  campaign  in  Italy  this  fummer  was  ftill  more  inte- 
refting  and  important  than  that  of  Germany.  During  the 
three  preceding  years  the  French  had  attempted  in  vain  to 
pierce  through  Piedmont  into  the  interior  of  Italy.  The 
immenfe  barrier  of  mountains  which  divide  that  country 
from  Savoy  feemed  to  oppofe  an  infurmountable  obftacle  to 
their  progrefs.  The  republicans  were  indeed  in  pofTeuion 
of  the  coaft  from  Nice  to  Genoa ;  but  the  panes  into  Lom- 
bardy  were  guarded  with  fuch  care,  that  no  apprehenfion 
feemed  to  be  entertained  by  the  court  of  Turin,  with  re- 
fpe&  to  the  future.  But  in  confequence  of  the  magnificent 
plan  of  military  operations  formed  this  year  by  Carnot, 
formerly  war-minifter,  and  now  a  member  of  the  Direc- 
tory, great  reinforcements  were  fent  to  the  army  of  Italy, 
and  the  command  of  it  entrufted  to  a  young  officer  of  the 
name  of  Buonaparte,  a  native  of  Corfica,  whofe  extraordi- 
nary talents  had  upon  divers  recent  occafions  recommended 
him  to  the  notice,  and  had  obtained  him  the  confidence,  of 
that  moil  difceming  judge  of  merit. 

The  firft  acTion  of  the  Italian  campaign  took  place  neat 
Savona,  on  the  (hores  of  the  Mediterranean,  in  the  vicinity 
of  which  the  French  general  occupied  a  poft  at  Voltri, 
fix  teen  leagues  diftantfrom  Genoa.  In  this  fituation  lie 
was  attacked  (April  9,  1796),  by  the  Auftiian  and  Sardi- 
nian army  under  general  Beaulieu,  and  driven  back  to  his 
lines  near  Savona.  Prefuming  on  their  fuccefs,  the  Au- 
ftrians  advanced  rapidly  in  the  hope  of  cutting  off  the  retreat 
of  the  French  troops.  General  Buonaparte,  forefeeing  the 
probability  of  this  fanguinc  purfuit,  detached  a  body  of 
tn  ops  under  general  Mnfllna,  who,  taking  advantage  of 
the  night,  gained  the  rear  of  the  Aullrian  army.  General 
Beaulieu  be^an  the  attack  near  Montenotte  at  break  of  day. 
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The  fuccefs  was  various,  until  the  divifion  under  Maflena 
appeared  on  the  left  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy.  Aftonifli- 
cd  at  this  unexpe&ed  manoeuvre,  the  Auftrians  were  thrown 
into  the  utmoft  confufion,  and  fled  the  field  with  the  lofs 
of  3*500  men,  of  whom  2,000  were  made  prifoners-  This 
victory  was  followed  by  another  far  more  fignal  and  decifive 
.near  the  village  of  Millefimo.  General  Buonaparte  puftiing 
forward  to  the  banks  of  the  Bormida,  the  Auftrians,  re- 
treating to  the  panes  of  the  mountains  on  the  left  of  this 
river,  halted  at  Millefimo,  and  fdrtified  the  defiles  leading 
to  it.  Thefe  were  affaulted  April  nth,  with  great  impe- 
tuofity,  by  general  Augcreau,  and  forced  after  a  vigorous 
refiftance.  General  Provera,  with  his  divifion  of  1,500 
Auftrian  grenadiers,  throwing  himfelf  into  the  ruins  of  an 
old  caftle,  defended  his  90ft  with  fuch  refolution  for  feve- 
ral  days,  that  the  Auftrian  army  had  leifure  to  rally,  and 
take  new  pofitions.  On  the  1 7th  of  April  a  general  en- 
gagement took  place,  and  the  generals  Maflena  and  La 
Harpe,  patting  the  Bormida,  furrounded  the  left  wing  of 
the  Auftrian  army,  a  great  daughter  enfued,  and  8,000 
men  were  made  prifoners,  with  thirty-two  pieces  of  can- 
non. General  Provera  was  immediately  obliged,  with  his 
brave  divifion,  to  furrender  therafelves  prifoners  of  war. 

On  the  following  day  general  Beaulieu  furprifed  the 
rFrench,  repofing  in  full  fecurity  after  the  fatigues  of  battle, 
at  Dego  on  the  banks  of  the  Bormida,  but  was  neverthelels 
repulfed  with  confiderable  lofs.  The  Piedmontefe  and  Sar- 
dinian army  now  retreated  with  precipitation  towards  Tu- 
4in,  being  fucceflively  driven  from  the  pofts  of  Ceva,  Mon- 
dovi,  and  Cherafco.  The  French  troops  being  within  two 
days'  march  of  that  capital,  his  Sardinian  majefty  propofed 
a  fufpenfion  of  arms,  which  was  agreed  to  on  terms  diftated 
by  general  Buonaparte.  A  definitive  treaty  was  foon  after 
concluded  by  the  king  of  Sardinia  with  the  French  go- 
vernment at  Paris,  by  which  Savoy  and  Nice  were  ceded 
for  ever  to  the  republic ;  the  cities  of  Coni,  Alexandria, 
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and  Tortona,  delivered  provifionally  into  their  hands ;  and 
the  fortrefles  of  Suza  and  Brunetta,  on  the  French  frontier, 
were  totally  demolifhed,  leaving  the  paflage  to  Italy  at  all 
times  open  to  the  troops  of  th«  republic.  The  hard  fortune 
of  the  king  of  Sardinia  was  the  lefs  to  be  lamented,  as,  by 
taking,  unprovoked,  an  early  and  decided  part  with  the 
enemies  of  France,  this  monarch  had  entirely  departed 
from  thofe  rules  of  prudence  which  had  in  general  marked 
the  conduct  of  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Savoy,  whofe 
pride  and  policy  it  was  to  hold  the  balance  of  Italy  between 
the  two  gTcat  powers  of  France  and  Auftria. 

The  ariftocracy  of  Venice,  which,  thinking  itfelf  hitherto 
little  interefted  in  the  events  of  the  war,  had  manifefted  an 
impolitic  partiality  to  Auftria,  now  perceived  the  neceflity 
of  bending  before  the  genius  of  the  Gallic  democracy. 
The  count  de  Provence,  eldeft  brother  of  the  late  king  of 
France,  and  who,  fince  the  death  of  the  infant  dauphin, 
had  aflumed  the  empty  title  of  Louis  XVIII.  had  refided 
for  fomc  time  paft  in  the  city  of  Verona.  This  phantom  of 
a  king  now  received  orders  from  the  Venetian  government 
to  withdraw  from  their  territories.  On  the  delivery  of  the 
meflage  he  afferted  his  privilege  as  a  Venetian  nobleman  *, 
but  offered  to  depart  on  receiving  the  fword  of  Henry  IV. 
prefented  by  him  to  the  republic,  and  on  the  farther  condi- 
tion of  the  erafure  of  his  name  from  the  Golden  Book.  The 
podefta  replied,  «  that  the  latter,  at  his  requeft,  would 
be  eafily  granted,  but  the  fword  of  Henry  IV.  was  retained 
us  a  pledge  for  a  debt  of  12  millions  due  from  him  to 
the  republic." — After  wandering  about  Europe  for  many 
months,  this  unfortunate  prince  found  at  laft  an  afylum  at 
Mittau  in  Courland,  when?,  under  the  magnificent  pro- 
tection of  the  court  of  Peter  fburg,  he  was  enabled  to  form 
a  permanent  eftablifhment. 

In  confequence  of  the  repeated  difafters  experienced  by 
general  Beaulieu,  that  commander  determined  to  retire  be- 
yond the  Po ;  and  pafling  that  river  at  Valenza,  he  labored 
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afliduoufly  to  fecure  himfelf  from  the  expc£ted  attack  of  the 
Erench  at  that  poft.    General  Buonaparte,  marching  along 
the  fouthern  bank  of  that  river,  reached  Placentia  early  on 
the  7th  of  May,  and  effected  his  paflage  at  that  place  in 
the  courfe  of  die  fame  day.    Apprized  of  the  approach  of 
the  Auftrians,  who  moved  along  the  northern  bank  of  the 
Po,  general  Buonaparte  encountered  the  vanguard  of  their 
army  at  Fombio,  which  was  compelled  to  retreat  with  lofs. 
Another  body,  coming  up  to  the  afliftance  of  the  firft,  was 
intercepted  and  repulfed  by  general  La  Harpe  ;  but  this 
advantage  was  fevcrely  purchafed  by  the  death  of  this  ac- 
complilhed  officer,  who  had  in  1 79 1 ,  being  then  an  inha- 
bitant of  the  Pays-dc-Vaud,  been  condemned  to  death  by  a 
judicial  commiflion  appointed  by  the  magiltracy  of  Berne, 
merely  for  the  confpicuous  part  he  had  taken  as  a  friend 
and  advocate  of  the  French  revolution.    General  Berthicr 
arrived  in  the  interval,  and  purfued  the  enemy  to  Cafal,  of 
which  he  took  pofleflion.     The  dukes  of  Parma  and  Mo- 
dena,  on  whofe  territory  the  French  had  entered,  were  now 
compelled  to  fue  for  peace,  which  was  granted  on  the  con- 
dition of  paying  ten  millions  of  livres,  and  yielding  up  a 
certain  number  of  paintings  to  adorn  the  national  mufeum, 
now  forming  at  Paris. 

The  Auftrians  defeated  at  Fombio  had  made  good  their 
retreat  to  Lodi,  on  the  river  Adda,  where  general  Beaulieu 
Jiad  concentrated  his  forces.  On  the  approach  of  the  French 
they  abandoned  the  town  with  fo  much  hafte  that  they  had 
.not  time  to  deftroy  the  bridge,  which  was  however  de- 
fended by  a  moft  formidable  artillery  ;  and  the  imperial 
troops  were  drawn  up  (May  10),  in  line  of  battle  to  oppole 
the  paflage.    The  major  part  of  the  French  generals  gave 
it  as  their  opinion  that  an  attempt  to  force  the  pafljge 
would  be  too  hazardous  ;  but  general  Buonaparte,  appre- 
hending that  pernicious  confequences  might  arife  from  a  re- 
treat, gave  inllant  and  peremptory  orders  for  the  afTault. 
Before  day-break  a  column  of  carabineers,  followed  by  ano- 
ther 
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ther  of  grenadiers,  pafled  the  bridge  half  way,  when  a  ge- 
neral difcharge  of  the  Auftrian  artillery  took  place,  and  de- 
ftroyed  about  700  men.  The  column  feemed  to  be  ftruck 
with  terror — when  general  Buonaparte  in  perfon  appeared 
at  their  head,  and,  infpiring  frefli  courage  by  the  enthuGafm 
of  his  example,  they  rulhed  forward  with  refiftlefs  impetuo- 
(ity,  amid  the  cries  of  «  Vive  la  Rcpublique  /"  breaking  the 
Auilrian  line,  feizing  the  batteries,  and  in  a  moment  difli- 
pating  the  Imperial  troops,  who  were  petrified  with  ado- 
niftiment  at  the  fuccefsful  madnefs  of  the  enterprife  :  and 
Buonaparte  himfelf  acknowledged,  in  his  difpatches  to  the 
Directory,  that  of  all  the  actions  in  which  he  had  been  en- 
gaged, none  equalled  the  terrible  paflage  of  the  Bridge  of 
Lodi.  While  one  part  of  the  French  army  purfued  Beau- 
lieu  towards  Mantua,  of  which  they  formed  the  blockade, 
the  reft  entered  Milan,  the  capital  of  Auftrian  Lombardy, 
on  the  i8thofMay,  the  citadel  neverthelefs  holding  out 
for  fomc  weeks. 

The  difperfion  of  the  Auftrian  army  gave  the  French  ge- 
neral leifure  to  carry  on  his  various  enterprifes  again  ft  the 
refpe£Hve  ftates  of  Italy.  A  detachment  of  troops  took 
pofleflion  of  Leghorn  on  the  28th  of  June,  though  belong- 
ing to  a  neutral  power,  on  pretext  of  diflodging  the  Englifli, 
whofe  property  was  confifcated  to  the  republic,  while  the 
main  army  entered  the  territory  of  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate, 
and  without  refiftance  took  pofTeflion  of  the  cities  of  Bo- 
logna, Urbino,  and  Ferrara.  Both  the  pope  and  the  king 
of  Naples  now  fued  for  an  armiftice,  which  was  granted  to 
his  Sicilian  majefty,  with  whom  the  French  had  no  wi(h  to 
be  at  variance,  on  the  eafy  condition  of  withdrawing  all 
afllftance  from  the  allied  army.  But  the  pope  was  obliged 
not  merely  to  cede  the  towns  in  pofleflion  of  the  French, 
but  the  city  and  fortrefs  of  Ancona  on  the  Adriatic  *,  alfo  to 
pay  the  fum  of  21  millions  of  francs  j  and  to  deliver  one 
hundred  pictures,  bufts,  ftatues,  or  vafes,  at  the  option  of 
the  commiflioners  who  fhould  be  fent  to  Rome  for  that 
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purpofe,  to  be  depofited  as  trophies  of  war,  and  ornaments 
of  peace,  in  the  national  mufeum  of  France. 

The  court  of  Vienna,  confounded  and  alarmed  at  the 
progrefs  of  the  French  in  Italy,  now  conferred  the  chief 
command  of  all  their  force  in  that  country  upon  that  brave 
and  experienced  officer  marftial  Wurmfer,  who,  affembling 
the  (nattered  remains  of  Beaulieu*s  army,  and  firengthening 
them  with  great  reinforcements,  croffed  the  Adige  toward* 
the  end  of  July,  and  attacked  the  pofts  of  Sala  and  Corona, 
which  covered  the  city  of  Mantua,  the  blockade  of  which 
was  immediately  raifed  by  the  French,  and  not  without 
confiderable  lofs.  The  Auftrians,  emboldened  by  this  fuc- 
ctfs,  made  themfelves  matters  of  the  immenfe  magazines 
formed  by  the  French  near  Brefcia,  and,  by  the  fkilful  ex- 
ertions of  the  new  general,  in  a  great  meafure  cut  off  the 
communication  of  the  French  army  with  the  Milanefe. 

The  reigning  pope,  Pius  VI.  a  man  of  warm  paffions, 
and  totally  devoid  of  political  difecrnment  or  difcretion,  no 
fooner  received  the  intelligence  of  thefe  fucceffes,  than  he 
fent  his  vice-legate  to  take  ppfleffion  of  Ferrara,  now  eva- 
cuated by  the  French,  notwithftanding  the  fage  and  friendly 
remonftrance3  of  the  chevalier  Azzara,  the  Spanifh  am- 
baffador,  a  man  of  an  highly-enlightened  mind  and  excel- 
lent talents,  who  juftly  reprefented  this  ftep  as  a  direct  vio- 
lation of  the  armiftice  between  his  holinefs  and  the  republic. 
The  Ferrarefe  feemed  by  no  means  delighted  in  thus  revert- 
ing to  the  papal  dominion,  and  it  was  not  without  difficulty 
that  they  would  permit  the  arms  of  the  Roman  government 
to  be  reftored.     General  Buonaparte,  feeing  himfelf  in 
danger  of  being  furrounded,  fuddenly  withdrew  his  troops 
from  Verona  and  the  banks  of  the  Adige,  and  by  a  forced 
march  regained  poffeffion  of  Brefcia.    He  then  colle&cd 
his  forces  near  the  village  of  Caftiglione,  between  the  Lake 
of  Garda  and  the  city  of  Mantua,  marfhal  Wurmfer  having 
likewifc  taken  a  pofition  in  the  fame  vicinity.    The  two  ar- 
mies joined  battle  on  the  5th  of  Auguft  with  the  moft  ob- 
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(tinate  refolution.  The  conflict  was  renewed  on  the  next 
and  feveral  following  days  ;  but  it  terminated  at  length  in 
the  total  defeat  of  the  Auftrians,  who  were  obliged  co  re- 
pafs  the  Adige  with  very  great  lofs,  leaving  the  country 
around  Mantua  in  pofieflion  of  the  French,  who  again 
formed  the  blockade  of  that  important  place.  One  great 
caufe  of  the  lofs  of  this  battle  was  die  defection  of  feveral 
brigades  of  Polifh  troops  who  ferved  in  the  Imperial  army, 
but  who  were  afterwards  formed  into  a  legion,  and  entered 
into  the  fervice  of  the  French  republic.  Upon  this  mis- 
fortune general  Wurmfer  retreated  to  the  pafles  of  the 
Tyrol,  whither  he  was  followed  by  general  Brune.  And 
on  the  4th  of  September  the  Auftrians  were  again  attacked 
in  their  entrenched  camp  of  Mori,  which  they  were  com- 
pelled to  abandon,  with  the  city  of  Royeredo,  where  they 
had  eftabliftied  their  magazines,  and  take  refuge  in  the 
ftrong  poft  of  Galliano,  not  far  diftant  from  the  city  of 
Trent.  But  in  this  almoft-impregnable  pofition  they  were 
once  more  aiTailed  by  general  Maflena,  who,  after  a  long 
and  obftinate  conflict,  defeated  the  Auftrians,  reducing 
them  to  the  neceflity  of  retiring,  with  the  lof§of  6,000  men 
and  20  pieces  of  cannon,  to  the  valley  of  the  Brenta.  Ge- 
neral Buonaparte,  inftead  of  attempting  the  impracticable 
pafles  of  the  Tyrol,  clofely  purfued  the  Auftrians  to  the 
banks  of  the  Brenta ;  and  at  Baflano,  on  that  river,  the 
Imperialifts  again  fufFered  a  total  difcomfiturei  but  by  ra- 
pid and  inceflant  marches  general  Wurmfer,  fighting  his 
way  through  the  enemy,  fucceeded  in  gaining  the  city  of 
Mantua,  into  which  he  threw  himfelf  and  the  remnant  of 
his  wearied  and  mattered  army. 

Genoa,  after  repeated  efforts  to  maintain  her  neutrality, 
was  compelled  to  yield  to  the  menaces  of  the  French  and, 
by  a  convention  figned  October  9,  agreed  to  {hut  up  her 
ports  againft  the  Englifh.  Treaties  of  peace  were  formally 
ratified  with  Naples  and  Parma ;  but  it  was  f<5und  difficult 
to  conclude  a  final  fettlement  with  the  pope,  of  whom  very 
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hard  conditions  were  exacted.  He  was  required  to  fet  at 
liberty  all  perfons,  whether  French  or  nafives,  who  were  held 
in  confinement  on  account  of  political  opinions  *,  to  defift 
from  all  perfecution  on  account  of  religious  opinions  ;  to 
abolim  the  tribunal  of  the  Inquifition;  to  renounce  all  title  to 
Avignon  and  the  Vanaiffin;  to  pay  300,000  livres  per  month 
during  the  war  ;  to  leave  Ferrara  and  Bologna,  with  their 
legations,  to  the  difpofal  of  the  French  5  to  concede  various 
fpecified  commercial  advantages ;  and  to  give  to  all  thefe 
conditions  a  prompt  and  unreferved  aflent.  The  pope  held 
a  congregation  of  cardinals  to  deliberate  on  the  terms  thus 
offered,  who  unanimoufly  agreed  that  they  were  fubverfive 
both  of  the  rights  of  religion  and  fovereignty  j  and  a  rejec- 
tion immediately  followed. 

At  this  period  all  Italy  feemed  to  be  heaving  from  its  po- 
litical bafis.  The  government  of  Naples,  to  which  fuch 
favorable  conditions  of  peace  had  been  recently  granted,  be- 
caufe  it  did  not  fuit  the  views  or  interefts  of  the  French  to 
carry  their  arms  into  that  diftant  quarter,  was  known  to  be 
funk  to  the  lowed  pitch  of  imbecility  and  depravity.  The 
tyranny  of  papal  Rome,  confolidated  by  the  ignorance  and 
folly  of  fucceflive  ages,  now  manifeftly  tottered  to  its  fall} 
and  Lombardy,  divided  amidft  a  number  of  petty  defpots, 
Catching  the  ftrong  contagion  of  the  revolutionary  fpirit,  af- 
pired  to  the  rank  and  dignity  of  a  free  and  independent  na- 
tion. The  whole  country  fouth  of  the  Po,  Genoa  excepted, 
now  in  pofieflion  of  the  French,  appointed  delegates,  to  the 
number  of  one  hundred,  to  meet  in  convention  at  the  city 
of  Modena  ;  the  ducal  government  being  previoufly  diflblv- 
ed,  and  the  duke  of  Modena  himfelf,  not  with  (landing  his 
armiftice  with  France,  having  abandoned  his  territory,  and 
virtually  abdicated  his  fovereignty.  The  Convention  met  on 
the  16th  of  O&ober,  1796,  and  immediately  decreed  that 
there  mould  be  a  fincere  and  indiflbluble  union  between  the 
four  Rates  of  Bologna,  Reggio,  Modena,  and  Ferrara — 
the  new  federation  taking,  from  its  geographical  fituation, 
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the  name  of  the  Cifpadane  Republic.  And,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  French  general,  a  delegation  was  fent  to 
Milan,  ftyled  by  them  the  Tranfpadane  Republic,  in  order 
to  eftablifh  between  the  two  power*  the  bands  of  political 
union  and  fraternity.  In  return,  the  admiaiftrators  of  the 
provifional  government  of  Milan  were  permitted  to  fend 
deputies  to  the  general  congrefs  of  the  Cifpadane  Confede- 
racy, now  removed  to  Reggio,  and  which,  about  the  end  of 
the  year,  refolved  themfelves  henceforth  into  a  republic, 
one  and  indivifible,  on  the  model  of  France. 

In  the  mean  time  the  emperor,  anxious  to  the  lad  degree 
for  the  fate  of  .general  Wurmfer  and  the  numerous  garrifon 
inclofed  in  the  garrifon  of  Mantua,  ordered  field-marihal 
Alvinzi,  an  officer  of  high  reputation  for  military  talents,  and 
the  third  commander-in-chief  of  the  Imperial  forces  in  Italy 
<luring  this  campaign,  to  aflemWe  an  army  on  the  borders  of 
the  Tyrol,  defcending  thence  in  two  grand  divifions  along 
the  Adige  and  Piava  to  Verona,  which  was  the  head-quar- 
ters of  the  French  army.    Marlhal  Alvinzi,  who  com- 
manded in  perfon  the  latter  divifion,  having  pafled  the 
Fiava  and  Brenta,  encountered  the  van  of  the  French  con- 
ducted alfo  in  perfon  by  general  Buonaparte,  who,  after  a 
fharp  conflict,  compelled  his  antagonift  torepafs  the  Brenta. 
But  the  Tyrol  divifion  having  defeated  the  forces  oppofed  to 
them  under  general  Vaubois,  it  became  neceffary  for  Buona- 
parte to  retreat,  in  order  to  defend  the  pafles  of  the  Adige. 
The  Auftrian  general,  now  thinking  the  junction  of  the 
two  divifions  infallible,  flattered  himfelf  with  the  fanguine 
hope  of  raifing,  in  a  fhort  time,  the  blockade  of  Mantua  $ 
but  general  Buonaparte,  difcerriing  clearly  the  fatal  confe- 
rences of  fuch  an  event,  refolved  immediately  to  ri(k  a 
general  attack  on  the  army  of  Alvinzi,  which  had  again  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  the  Adige.   CrolEng  therefore  that  river  in 
the  night  of  the  4th  of  November,  the  French  general  ad- 
vanced early  in  the  morning  to  the  village  of  Arcole,  through 
which  he  rauft  necefiarily  force  his  paflage  in  ordar  to  ex- 
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ecute  his  plan.  The  village  was  ftrongly  fituated  amid  mo- 
rales and  canals ;  and  the  bridge  which  led  to  it  was  de- 
fended with  every  effort  of  military  fkill  and  valor.  For  the 
whole  day  the  conteft  was  continued  to  the  manifeft  difad- 

- 

vantage  of  the  French,  who  loft  in  the  attempt  fome  of  their 
beft  officers,  and  a  very  great  number  of  men.  At  length 
a  detachment  of  the  French,  taking  a  long  circuit,  carried  the 
village  by  an  impetuous  a  fault  in  the  rear,  but  the  Auftri- 
ans  had  previoufly  withdrawn  their  artillery  and  baggage* 
The  way  being  now  open,  on  the  6th  of  November,  at  day- 
break, the  French  commenced  a  general  a&ion:  the  centre  of 
the  Auftrians  foon  gave  way,  but,  the  wings  being  fecured  by 
the  ftrength  of  their  pofition,  no  material  impreflion  could 
be  made.  In  the  night,  general  Buonaparte  caufed  bridges 
to  be  thrown  over  the  impracticable  parts  of  the  morafs* 
and  the  next  morning  the  battle  was  renewed  with  tenfold 
fury ;  but,  by  a  feries  of  ikilfui  manoeuvres,  the  French 
having  turned  the  flanks  of  the  Auftrian  army,  and  a  corps 
placed  in  ambufcade  falling  upon  their  rear,  a  general  confu- 
Gon  took  place,  and  the  Auftrians  fled  on  all  fides,  and  a 
complete  though  bloody  victory  was  gained.    "  Never," 
(aid  general  Buonaparte  in  his  difpatches,  "  was  field  of 
battle  fo  valoroufly  difputed  as  that  of  Arcole."    The  other 
divifion  under  general  Davidovitch,  which  had  obtained 
fignal  advantages  over  general  Vaubois,  and  had  advanced 
within  a  ftiort  di fiance  of  Mantua,  were  now  obliged,  by 
general  Buonaparte,  who  joined  Vaubois  in  perfon  with  re- 
inforcements, to  fall  back  with  confiderable  lo(s-  into  the 
mountains  of  the  Tyrol.    General  Alvinzr  now  again  re- 
paired the  Brenta,  leaving  Mantua  to  its  fate;  but  the  gal- 
lant veteran,  Wurmfer,  continued  to  defend  that  important 
fortrefs  with  invincible  pertinacity. 

Notwithftanding  the  unfortunate  iflue  of  Alvinzi's  ex- 
pedition, the  pope  did  not  feem  the  more  inclined  to  accede 
to  the  terms  of  accommodation  offered  to  him.  Previous 
to  the  battle  of  Arcole,  general  Buonaparte  had  writtea 
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with  his  own  hand  (October  26),  a  letter  to  cardinal  Mat- 
tel, archbifhop  of  Ferrara,  entreating  him  to  repair  to 
Rome,  and  prevail,  if  poffible,  upon  his  holinefs  to  reflect 
upon  the  nature  of  his  fituation  and  the  neceflky  of  acting 
conformably  to  his  true  intereft,  and  declaring  that  peace 
was  the  wifli  of  the  republic.    At  the  end  of  fix  weeks  an 
anfwer  arrived  from  the  cardinal,  dating,  "  that  his  holi- 
nefs, as  fovereign  pontiff  and  depofitary  on  earth  of  the 
precepts  promulgated  by  the  Saviour  of  Mankind,  had  ever 
been  felicitous  for  the  prefervation  of  harmony  in  the  great 
family  of  Chriftians  j  that  he  had  felt  the  extremeft.  forrow 
in  feeing  Trance  delivered  up  to  fuch  wild  excefles,  and 
the  children  of  the  church  plunging  themfelves  into  fuch 
horrible  diforders  ;  that  the  gentlenefs  with  which  he  had 
treated  thefe  wanderers  from  the  fold  of  Chrift  was  fo  far 
from  having  its  due  effect,  that,  blinded  by  the  fuccefs  of 
their  arms,  the  French  government  had  exacted  from  him 
the  overthrow  and  total  deftruction  of  religion,  the  Gofpel, 
and  the  church;  that  his  holinefs,  after  devoutly  afking 
counfel  of  God,  and  recalling  to  mind  the  example  of  the 
anti<mt  martyrs,  was  decided  to  try  the  chance  of  war." 
To  give  efficacy  to  this  decifion,  extraordinary  levies  were 
ordered  to  be  made  in  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate.    The  papa! 
army  was  Hkewife  reinforced  by  a  confiderable  corps  of 
German  troops,  and  count  Colli  appointed  to  the  chief 
command.  The  warlike  ardor  of  the  pope  feemed,  however, 
to  all  but  himfelf,  more  an  object  of  ridicule  than  apprehen- 
lion.    Very  many  of  his  fubjects  awaited  with  impatience 
the  arrival  of  the  French  legions  •,  and  the  inhabit?nts  of  the 
imperial  city  of  Rome,  who  had  imbibed  the  prevailing  re- 
volutionary fpirit,  triumphed  in  the  fanguine  expectation  of 
the  reftoration,  after  the  lapfe  of  fo  many  ages,  of  the  Ro- 
man republic,  in  all  the  fafcination  of  its  ancient  forms  and 
titles. 

The  naval  and  mifcellaneous  events  of  the  prefent  cam- 
paign are  ye;  to     related.    Since  the  autumn  of  1793*  fe- 
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veral  pods  had  been  maintained  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, with*  great  difficulty,  and  at  an  immenfe  expenfe  of 
blood  and  treafure  to  Great  Britain.  In  fix  months  after  the 
landing,  it  was  computed  that  fix  thoufand  lives,  including 
130  officers,  had  been  loft  by  that  horrid  peftilential  diforder 
known  by  the  name  of  the  yellow-fever.  The  gens  decouleur, 
and  negroes,  who  poflefled  the  whole  power  of  the  ifland* 
and  had  expelled  or  extinguished  the  white  inhabitants,  con- 
tenting themfelves  with  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  interior 
of  the  country,  fuffered  the  Englilh  to  retain  their  fatal  con- 
quefts  on  the  coaft.- 

In  the  month  of  May  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia  was  recover- 
ed by  the  exertions  of  general  Abercrombie,  not  without  a  vi- 
gorous refiftance  on  the  part  of  the  Frenc  hgarrifon.  The 
infurre&ions,  alfo,  excited  chiefly  by  the  infidious  arts  of 
the  celebrated  Victor  Hugucs,  in  the  i Hands  of  Grenada, 
St.  Vincent,  &c.  were  finally  quelled,  after  much  bloodfhed. 

A  French  fquadron  under  the  French  admiral  Richery, 
notwithftanding  the  great  naval  fuperiority  of  England, 
found  means  to  fucceed  in  an  expedition  to  Newfoundland* 
where  they  burnt  and  deftroyed  Britifti  property  to  a  vaft 
amount.  On  the  other  hand,  tjie  Dutch  fquadron  equip- 
ped early  in  the  fpring,  for  the  purpofe  of  re-capturing  the 
colony  of  the  Cape,  under  the  command  of  admiral  Lucas, 
failed  for  greater  fecurity  north  about,  and  at  length  ar- 
rived, after  a  profperous  voyage,  at  Saldanha  Bay,  where 
they  were  attacked  by  admiral  Elphmftone,  who  had  been 
fent  from  £ngland  in  order  to  intercept  them.  The  crews 
of  the  different  veflfeh  mutinying  againft  their  captains,  and 
declaring  themfelves  in  the  intereft  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 
infilled  upon  their  being  delivered  up  to  the  Englifh,  which 
the  Dutch  admiral  was  obliged  to  comply  with.  The 
fquadron  confided  of  feven  fail  of  (hips  of  war  of  different 
force. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  prcfent  year,  alfo,  die  greateft  part 
©f  the  Dutch  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  fell  almoft  without  re- 
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fiilance  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh;  amongft  the  red 
^Trincomalc  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  inferior  in  importance 
only  to  the  city  of  Batavia. 

In  the  month  of  October,  the  ifland  of  Corfica,  the  favorite 
conqueft  of  the  War,  was  evacuated  by  the  Englifli.  Although, 
when  the  reign  of  Jacobinifm  was  at  the  height,  the  Corfi- 
can  nation  appeared  paflively  to  acquiefce  in  the  dominion 
of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  no  fooner  was  a  regular  go* 
vemment  eftablifhed  in  France  than  they  (hewed  their  ex- 
treme folicitude  to  be  re-united  to  that  country,  and  to 
(hake  of  their  new  allegiance.  The  victories  of  Buonaparte 
carried  to  the  height  the  popular  enthuCafm.  The  vice- 
roy, fir  Gilbert  Elliot,  perceiving,  in  the  courfe  of  a  tour 
which  he  ventured  to  make  into  the  interior  of  the  ifland, 
not  without  perfonal  hazard,  the  univerfal  fermentation 
which  prevailed,  and  dreading  a  fudden  explofion — the 
Corficans,  now  joined  by  a  body  of  French  under  general 
Gentili,  having  aflembled  in  great  force — gave  notice  that 
he  was  preparing  to  withdraw  his  troops.  At  Baftia,  and 
St.  Florenzo,  however,  this  was  not  done  without  fome  re- 
finance and  bloodfhed  :  a  great  part  of  the  magazines  alfo 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Immediately  the  Corfi- 
cans, forming  themfelves  into  primary  aflemblies,  fent  a 
deputation  to  the  French  commiffioners  in  Italy,  formally  to 
renounce  the  title  of  fubjc&s  of  the  king  of  England,  and 
to  renew  their  oaths  as  citizens  of  the  French  republic. 
Thus  in  a  moment  vanimed  this  tranfient  farce  and  phan- 
tom of  royalty  *,  and  thus  did  the  red  republican  cap  of  li* 
berty  fuperfcde  and  difplace  that  moil  egregious  and  ridicu* 
Ious  bauble,  the  crown  of  Corfica. 

Ever  fince  the  unfortunate  recall  of  lord  Fitzwilliam 
from  Ireland,  that  kingdom  had  been  in  a  ftate  of  lamenta- 
ble diftradlion,  of  which  the  French  demonftrated  their 
eagernefs  to  make  all  poflible  advantage.  An  armament 
had  been  for  a  long  time  preparing  in  the  harbour  of  Breft, 
intended  to  cove*  a  defcent  into  that  country  ;  but,  from 
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various  unavoidable  caufes  of  delay,  it  did  not  fail  till  the 
10th  of  December.    It  confided  of  no  lefs  than  eighteen 
fhips  of  the  line  and  thirteen  frigates,  and  was  commanded 
by  vice-admiral  Bouvet,  having  under  convoy  a  great  fleet 
of  tranfports,  with  25,000  men  on  board,  under  the  con- 
dua  of  the  celebrated  general  Hoche.    Nothing  but  mis* 
fortunes  attended  this  attempt,  which  the  feafon  of  the  year 
rendered  very  dangerous.    On  its  firft  departure  feveral 
of  the  fhips  of  war  were  loft  or  materially  damaged  in  the 
paflage  of  the  Raz  ;  and  a  hard  gale  fpringing  up,  the 
commander-in-chief  was  feparated  from  the  body  of  the 
fleet,  which  caft  anchor,  in  a  very  mattered  ftate,  in  Bantry 
Bay.    After  waiting  fome  days  in  vain  for  the  arrival  of 
general  Hoche,  who  was  the  only  perfon  entrufted  with  the 
orders  of  government,  the  admiral  determined  to  return  to 
Brefl,  which  he  efFe&ed  with  great  difficulty,  one  fhip  of 
the  line  and  two  frigates  foundering  at  fea.    Another  (hip 
of  the  line  was  driven  on  the  coaft,  and  a  frigate  captured 
by  the  Englifti.    The  only  confolation  remaining  to  the 
French  was,  that  the  project  was  fruftrated  not  by  the  na- 
val power  of  England,  but  by  the  dreadful  hoftility  of 
itorms  and  tempefts.  The  mod  remarkable  circumftance  at- 
tending this  projected  invafion  was  the  violently  inimical 
difpofitions  which  manifefted  itfelf  with  refpe£t  to  the  in- 
vaders on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  notwith- 
standing their  prefent  ftate  of  difcontent,  refentment,  and 
fuppofied  difafFe&ion.    The  accounts  publifhed  by  the  go- 
vernment, which  were  confirmed  by  many  private  letters, 
ft  a  ted,  that  the  difpofition  of  the  country  where  the  troops 
had  aflembled  was  as  favorable  as  poflible ;  that  the  greateft 
loyalty  had  difplayed  itfelf  throughout  the  kingdom;  that 
the  country  people  had  furnifhed  the  troops  with  provifions, 
and  all  forts  of  accommodation,  to  facilitate  their  march  5  and 
that  every  demonftration  had  been  given  of  the  zeal  and  ar- 
dor of  the  nation  to  oppofe  the  enemy  in  every  place  where 
it  could  be  imagined  a  defcent  might  be  attempted.  "  Dur- 
vol.  in.  u  ins 
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ing  their  march,"  fays  the  lord-lieutenant  in  his  official  dif- 
patches  to  the  duke  of  Portland,  "  the  utmoft  attention  was 
paid  them  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  and  villages 
through  which  they  pafled  ;  fo  that  in  many  places  the  meat 
provided  by  the  commiiBoners  was  not  confumed.  The 
roads  which  had  been  rendered  impa liable  by  the  fnow  were 
cleared  by  the  peafantry."  Doubtlefs  thefe  poor  miftaken 
people  thought,  that,  after  fuch  deeifive  expreflions  of  their 
loyalty,  in  fuch  critical  circumftances,  the  government  might 
deem  its  fecurity  not  endangered  by  reftoring  them  to  the 
rights  of  fubje£ts  and  of  citizens.; — but  they  were  doomed, 
by  terrible  experience,  at  once  to  difcover  and  expiate 
their  error. 

"While  France,  by  the  fuccefs  of  her  arms,  was  leflening 
the  number  of  her  enemies-  in  Europe,  fhe  experienced 
great  chagrin  in  finding  her  influence  much  on  the  decline 
in  the  United  States  of  America.  It  was  fuppofed  that 
national  honor,  if  not  national  gratitude,  would  have  pre- 
vented the  government  of  America  from  Seizing  the  oppor- 
tunity when  the  French  republic  was  draggling  for  her  very 
exiftence  to  throw  itfelf  into  the  arms  of  her  moil  potent 
enemy.  It  was  therefore  with  equal  furprife  and  indigna- 
tion that  the  French  government  heard  of  the  conclufion 
of  the  treaty  negotiated  by  Mr.  Jay — the  fpirit  of  which  was 
fo  evidently  in  oppofition  to  the  treaties  already  exifting 
between  America  and  France,  that  it  was  generally  ima- 
gined, on  both  fides  of  the  Atlantic,  an  open  breach  be- 
tween the  two  nations  muft  have  been  the  immediate  con- 
fequence.  For  fome  time  paft,  the  conduct  of  the  Ameri- 
can adminiftration  towards  the  Gallic  republic  had  been 
cold  and  diftant ;  nor  did  the  recall  and  difgrace  of 
M.  Genet,  whofe  a£ts  of  perfonal  difrefpe&  to  the  preft- 
.dent  had  induced  the  French  government  to  make  this  fo- 
lemn  reparation,  effect  any  change  in  its  favor.  A  momen- 
tary gleam  of  reconciliation  had  been  thrown  acrofs  this 
(hade  of  difcontent  hy  the  arrival  at  Paris  of  the  new  am- 
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bafTador  from  the  American  dates,  Mr.  Monro— whofe 
character  was  held  in  the  highed  edimation,  and  whofe 
principles  were  known  to  be  decidedly  hoftile  to  France. 
But  the  treaty  concluded  fo  foon  afterwards  with  England 
taught  the  republic  what  confidence  they  ought  to  repofe  in 
a  government  with  whom,  as  it  was  faid,  intereft  and  ava- 
rice were  perceived  to  be  the  predominant  motives  of  action. 
The  treaty  was  affirmed  to  difcover  a  difpofition  altogether 
inimical  to  France,  and  the  provifions  of  it  to  be  wholly  in- 
compatible with  the  fainted  idea  of  amity.  By  the  treaty  of 
1778,  dill  in  force,  the  United  States  guarantied  to  France 
the  pofleflion  of  their  Wed-India  colonies  ; — by  the  treaty 
°f  1 795>  they  confented  that  even  fupplies  of  provifions  fent 
to  thofe  iflands  fhould  be  treated  as  illegal  commerce.  Still 
hopes  were  entertained  that  dipulations  fo  hodile  to  the  in- 
tereds  of  France,  fo  contrary  to  the  fpirit,  not  merely  of 
amity,  but  of  neutrality,  would  not  have  been  fan&ioned 
by  the  American  legillature.     Notwithdanding  the  predo- 
minance of  Britifti  influence  in  the  fenate,  and  the  deter- 
mined dill  ike  of  the  prefident  to  the  more  recent  conduct  of 
France,  there  exided  powerful  reafons  for  the  refufal  of 
fuch  ratification :  and  all  France  heard  with  indignation  of 
the  governmental  a£t  which  finally  confirmed  the  treaty, 
which  was  attended  with  the  aggravating  circumdance,  that 
on  the  7th  of  April  (1796),  a  refolution  pafled  the  houfe 
of  representatives,  declaring  the  treaty  in  quedion,  "  to  - 
be  highly  injurious  to  the  interefts  of  America,  and  that  it 
was  not  expedient  for  that  houfe  to  concur  in  pa  fling  the 
laws  neceflary  to  carry  it  into  cWc&."-~ Yet,  on  the  30th  of 
the  fame  month,  a  vote  of  approval  was  carried,  doubtlefs 
through  the  influence  of  the  executive  government,  though 
by  a  fmall  majority.     The  Directory,  however,  had  the 
prudence  to  abdain  from  a&ual  hodilities  ;  but,  regarding 
the  Americans  in  the  light  of  real,  if  not  avowed,  enemies, 
they  made  fuch  depredations  on  their  trade,  under  different 
pretexts,  as  almod  amounted  to  a  commercial  war  :  and  a 
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dircaorial  arret  was  iflued,  1 4th  of  Meflidbr,  4*H  year  (July 
3,  1796),  exprefsly  enjoining  the  French  (hips  of  war  to 
obferve  the  fame  conduct  towards  the  veflels  of  neutral  na- 
tions as  they  had  hitherto  fuffered  with  impunity  from  the 
Englilh. 

Toward  tlic  clofe  of  the  fummer  Mr.  Monro  was  recalled 
from  his  embafly,  to  the  great  additional  difTatisfa&ion  of  the 
French  government,  which  refufed  to  receive  his  fucceflbr, 
Mr.  Pinckney,  in  the  fame  capacity: — and  M.  Adet,  the 
French  refident  in  Philadelphia,  notified"  (November  23)1 
to  the  American  government,  that  the  Dire&ory  had  fut 
pended  him  from  the  exercife  of  his  functions.     But  this 
was  not  till  Adet  had  charged  the  governing  powers 
«  with  permitting,  by  a  perfidious  condefcenfion,  the  Eng- 
IHh  to  violate  a  tight  which  the  United  States  ought  for 
their  own  honor  and  intereft  to  defend,  and  prefenting  to 
England  a  poniard  to  be  ufed  againft  the  French  republic, 
their  ally,  under  the  doke  of  neutrality."    The  fpeech  of 
the  prefident  to  Congrefs  (December  the  7th,  1706), 
feemed,  on  the  other  hand,  to  contain  both  a  reflection  and 
a  menace  in  refpe£r.  to  France.    After  complaining  of  the 
extenfive  injuries  fuffered  by  the  American  Congrefs  front 
the  cruifers  and  agents  of  the  French  republic,  and  the 
alarming  nature  of  the  communications  received  from  its 
minifter,  he  exprefles  his  hope  «  that  a  fpirit  of  juftice  and 
candor  on  the  part  of  that  republic  may  yet  eventually  en- 
fure  fuccefs  to  his  earned  endeavours  for  the  prefervation  , 
of  peace  ;  but  in  purfuing  this  courfe  he  would  not  forget 
what  was  due  to  the  character  of  the  American  government 
and  nation."    Such  was  the  ftate  of  things,  when  general 
Waftiington  refigned  his  government  in  the  fpringof  1797; 
and,  retiring  to  his  paternal  feat  on  the  banks  of  the  Po- 
towmac,  again  rcfumed,  after  an  illuftrious  difplay  of  pub- 
He  virtues  and  talents,  the  character  and  ftation  of  a  private 
citizen.  Whether,  under  the  preflure  of  thofe  perplexing  em- 
barraflments  in  which  he  was  involved  during  the  latter  years 
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t>f  his  adminiftration,  his  conduct  was  perfectly  correct, -is  a 
nueftion  refpecting  which  it  may  be  allowable  to  paufe.  But, 
to  ufe  his  own  words,  «  at  all  events  he  had  the  confo'latory 
reflection  that  none  could  ferve  his  country  with  purer  inten- 
tions than  he  had  done,  or  with  a  more  difinterefted  zeal." 

On  the  1  ft  of  March,  1 796,  a  National  Convention  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces  was  fummoned  to 
meet  at  the  Hague,  and  a  conftiturion  eft  ablifhed  nearly  upon 
the  model  of  the  French  republic.  One  of  the  firft  acts  of 
the  new  government  was  to  declare  war  again  (I  England, 
which  had  long  fince  authorized  hoftilities  againft  Holland  ; 
and  liad,  by  this,  deprived  the  Dutch  of  a  great  part  of 
thofe  pofleffions,  which  it  was  pretended,  by  the  molt 
fliallow  of  deceits,  to  be  a  chief  object  of  the  prefent  war 
to  protect  and  defend.  The  revolution  in  this  country  had 
been  conducted  upon  principles  of  equity  and  moderation 
which  did  great  honor  to  the  leaders  of  it.  Excepting  the 
grand-penfionary,  M.  Van  Spiegel,  who  was  imprifoned,  no 
.•ne  was  punifhed  for  his  previous  acts  or  opinions  ;  nor  was 
any  difpofition  manifefted  to  retaliate  upon  thofe  who  had 
been  moft  deeply  concerned  in  the  fevere  profecution  of 
the  patriots  which  took  place  after  the  ineffectual  and 
unfeafonable  attempt  of  1787.  The  conduct  of  the  French 
government  in  relation  to  Holland  was,  upon  the  whole, 
candid  and  generous.  The  contributions  exacted  from  the 
inhabitants  were  indeed  heavy  ;  but,  confidering  the  riches 
of  the  country,  and  the  protection  afforded  them,  could 
fcarcely  be  regarded  as  exceffive.  The  real  wifh  of  France 
was  to  attach  the  Dutch  nation  to  her  interefts,  as  her 
friend  and  ally ;  and  pofTe fling  all  the  power,  and,  if  {he 
chofe  to  exercife  them,  all  the  rights  of  a  conqueror,  flic 
adopted  the  wife  policy  of  avoiding  any  confiderable  or  di- 
rect interference  in  the  interior  adminiftration  of  their  go- 
vernment, relying  fecurely  upon  the  general  difpofition 
which  exilted  in  her  favor,  upon  their  contempt  of  the  ab- 
dicated ftadtholder,  and  their  inexpreflible  deteftation  of 
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England.  The  National  Aflembly  of  Batavia,  by  which 
appellation  the  Dutch  convention  chofe  to  be  diftinguifhed, 
decreed,  in  imitation  of  that  of  France,  the  abolition  of 
the  national  church,  refolving  henceforth  to  defray  the  ex- 
penfe  of  no  form  of  worfhip,  but  allowing  penfions  or  in- 
demnities to  thofc  who  might  fuflfer  by  the  prefent  reform. 
Upon  the  whole,  the  policy  of  France  refpe&ing  Holland 
at  this  period  formed  a  ftriking  contraft  to  that  of  Louis  XIV. 
in  the  year  1672  ;  and  the  military  and  other  requifitions 
of  the  French  were  in  the  higheft  degree  favorable,  when 
compared  with  the  extravagant  demands  of  that  mercilcls 
tyrant,  which  were  fuch  as  to  throw  the  republic  into  ab- 
solute defpair,  determining  thofe  who  fcorned  to  bow  their 
necks  to  the  yoke  to  renounce  the  country  of  their  fathers, 
and  to  tranfport  thcmfelves  and  their  families  acrofs  the 
mighty  deep,  to  feek,  in  the  bofom  of  the  Indian  Ocean, 
an  afylum  from  royal  bigotry  and  barbarity.  But  from  this 
ftatc  of  extreme  political  depreffion  they  were  happily  ref- 
cued  by  the  magnanimous  exertions  of  a  hero  and  patriot, 
whofe  name  and  memory  will  be  revered  as  long  as  liberty 
and  virtue  (hall  be  deemed  worthy  of  the  efteem,  or  com- 
mand the  admiration,  of  mankind. 

Although,  on  the  firft  cftabliftiment  of  the  new  confu- 
tation of  France,  the  perfons  who  compofed  the  executive 
government  feemed  inclined  to  favor  the  faction  of  the  Jaco- 
bins, the  majority  having  been  themfelves  originally  of  the 
Mountain  party,  conceiving  it  expedient  to  adopt  meafures 
of  feverity  with  refpeft  to  thofe  concerned  in  the  infur- 
reclion  of  Vendemaire,  who  were  oppofed  to  the  faction 
of  the  Jacobins,  it  was  foon  apparent  that  the  bulk  of  this 
dangerous  fa&ion  would  never  peaceably  acquiefce  in 
the  prefent,  or  indeed  in  any  permanent  order  of  things. 
The  major  part  of  the  Jacobins  who  had  been  placed  in 
oflices  immediately  under  the  government,  were  gradually 
difmifled ;  the  police  and  municipality  of  Paris,  where 
they  poffelTed  a  decided  afcendency,  underwent  a  fevere 
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fcmtiny  ;  the  military  force  of  that  great  city  was  reform- 
ed >  and  the  alarm  excited  by  thefe  different  meafures  was 
at  length  wrought  up  to  the  purpofes  of  vengeance,  when 
their  affemblies  were  difperfed  by  order  of  government, 
and  their  places  of  meeting  (hut  up.  For  the  fpace  of  fix 
weeks  confufed  rumors  prevailed  of  a  projected  infurrection 
of  the  Jacobins.  On  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  May  ( 1 796), 
confiderable  bodies  of  cayalry  were  Rationed  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Luxembourg  and  the  Tuilleries,  by  order 
of  the  Directory ;  and  the  Pont  Neuf  was  ftrongly  guarded. 
On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  guard  of  the  Directory 
and  the  legiflative  bodies  was  tripled,  the  ftreets  were  pa- 
troledj  and  the  gardens  of  the  Luxembourg  were  (hut. 
On  the  fame  day  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  received  a 
meflage  from  the  Executive  Directory,  informing  them 
that  a  horrible  confpiracy  was  prepared  to  burft  forth  the 
following  morning  at  break  of  day  ;  that  the  defign  of  the 
eonfpirators  was  to  murder  the  Executive  Directory,  the 
members  of  the  two  councils,  the  conftituted  authorities  of 
Paris,  and  to  deliver  up  the  city  to  pillage  and  maflacre  ; 
and  that  the  leading  eonfpirators  were  actually  feized. 
Among  thefe  perfons  were,  Drouet,  remarkable  as  the 
man  who  had  arretted  the  king  in  his  flight  to  Varennes ; 
Laignelot,  an  ex-deputy  of  the  National  Convention,  and 
a  member  of  the  infamous  Committee  of  Safety ;  Charles, 
Ricard,  and  Babeuf,  ftyling  himfelf  Gracchus  Babeuf, 
once  the  aflbciate  of  Marat  of  infamous  memory,  who  had 
fallen  under  the  virtuous  dagger  of  a  modern  Judith ; 
RofBgnol,  ex-general  of,  La  Vendee ;  Amar,  a  notorious 
terrorift,  &c.  were  alfo  of  the  number :  but  Vadier  and 
Robert  Lindet  efFected  their  efcape.  Judging  from  the 
papers  tranfmitted  by  the1  Directory  to  the  councils,  none 
of  the  various  confpiracies  which  had  con vu! fed  the  re- 
public was  more  daring  than  the  prcfent;  or  had  been 
more  completely  organized.  A  national  convention,  com- 
mittees of  general  and  public  fafety*  and  a  municipality  of 
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Paris,  were  to  be  immediately  formed,  and  to  admimfter 
in  a  revolutionary  manner  till  the  eftablifhment  of  the  con- 
ftitution  of  1793.  No  doubt  the  aim  of  the  Directory  was 
to  make  the  prefent  confpiracy  appear  as  black  and  atroci- 
ous as  poflible ;  and  there  is  indeed  reafbn  to  believe  that 
the  foundations  of  it  were  both  deeply  laid  and  widely  ex- 
tended, but  the  timely  difcovery  of  this  plot  occafioned 
the  public  alarm  to  fubfide  almoft  as  foon  as  it  was  excited. 
Babeuf,  and  divers  of  his  accomplices,  were  tried  by  the 
high  criminal  court  at  Vendome,  convi&ed,  and  put  to 
death.  Infurre&ions  and  difturbances  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  excited  by  the  Jacobins,  were  quickly  fup- 
prefied— the  authority  of  the  new  government  being,  as 
ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  more  firmly  eftablilhed  by  this  abortive 
attempt  to  fubvert  it  But  the  Jacobins  and  royalifts 
throughout  France  joined  in  exclaiming  againft  the  tyranny 
of  the  Directory,  and  in  reprefenting  this  plot,  popularly 
ftyled  the  Confpiracy  of  Fioreal,  as  having  no  real  ex* 
iftence. 

The  affairs  of  finance  greatly  occupied  the  attention  of 
^  the  French  government  at  this  period.  The  credit  of  the 
aflignats  had  been  fo  much  depreciated  as  to  render  that 
paper  altogether  ufelefs.  An  order  was  therefore  made  to 
fell  the  remainder  of  the  national  domains  at  a  low  valua- 
tion, for  which  a  new  paper  fabrication,  under  die  name 
of  mandatsy  was  to  be  received  in  payment  as  money: 
but,  owing  to  caufes  which  foreigners  are  ill  able  to  deve- 
lope,  this  paper  fell  almoft  immediately  to  the  fame  or  even 
a  greater  degree  of  depreciation  than  the  affignats.  Re- 
courfe  was  then  had  to  the  expedient  of  a  forced  loan,  the 
produce  of  which  fell  far  (hort  of  expectation  ;  and  the  fan- 
guine  hopes  of  the  Englifh  minifter  were  again  excited  by 
the  heavy  and  repeated  complaints  of  the  Directory  of  the 
impoverished  ftate  of  the  public  revenue  : — but  perfons  of 
deeper  penetration  were  perfectly  aware  that  the  phyfical 
lefources  of  fuch  a  country  as  France  could  never  be  really 
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and  truly  exhaufled,  and  that,  under  the  government  of  able 
men,  the  political  means  could  never  be  wanting  of  bringing 
thefe  refources  into  action. 

It  being  decreed,  by  an  article  of  the  new  conftitution,  that 
no  one  {hould  be  difturbed  in  the  exercife  of  religious  wor- 
fhip,  provided  he  conformed  to  the  laws,  the  conftitutional 
priefts,  who,  during  the  Robefpierrian  tyranny,  had  been 
involved  in  one  common  profcription  with  thofe  who  re- 
fufed  the  oaths  to  government,  again  took  pofleflion  of  the 
churches,  though  unendowed,  under  the  authority  of  the 
different  communes.  Meanwhile  the  non-juring  priefts 
continued  to  exercife  their  profeflion,  and  found  every- 
where devotees  who  confidered  them  as  the  only  fure  guides 
in  the  road  to  falvation  j  and  a  great  fchifm  arofe  in  France 
between  the  two  fects  of  Catholics.  The  conforming  clergy, 
deOrous  to  preferve  their  reputation  for  religious  orthodoxy, 
which  they  held  to  be  perfectly  confident  with  an  attach- 
ment to  republicanifm,  had,  fo  early  as  the  fpring  of  17951 
convened  a  kind  of  fynod  for  the  purpofe  of  examining  into 
the  fiate  of  the  defolated  church,  and  to  take  meafures  for 
the  re-eftabliihment  of  ecclefiaftical  discipline,  and  die 
re  ft  oration  of  public  worfbip.  The  bifliops  who  compofed 
this  fynod,  now  reduced  to  the  ftate  of  primitive  epifcopacy, 
publimed  a  circular  letter  addrefled  to  the  Faithful  in  Chrift, 
and  containing  a  declaration  of  principles  little  differing 
from  thofe  which  had  formed  the  creed  of  the  Gallican 
church.  The  pope  was  admitted  to  be  their  vifible  head  5 
and  the  whole  of  the  doctrines  taught  by  the  Apoflolic  and 
Roman  church,  defined  by  the  oecumenical  councils,  and 
explained  by  Bofluet,  were  adopted  as  the  ftandard  of  the 
Catholic  faith.  In  the  government  of  the  church,  epifco- 
pacy was  acknowledged  to  be  of  divine  original,  and  the 
authority  exercifed  by  the  hierarchy  was  confequently  af- 
ferted  to  be  of  divine  right.  This  authority  they  imme- 
diately exercifed,  by  formally  expelling  from  their  commu- 
nion fuch  as  they  adjudged  to  be  unworthy  of  their  profef- 
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fion,  or  to  have  incurred  in  any  mode  the  guilt  of  apoflafy 
during  the  late  period  of  perfecution ;  amongil  whom  they 
reckoned  thofe  who  had  renounced  their  functions,  or  had 
contracted  marriage.    But  the  offence  which  mod  excited 
their  indignation  was  what  they  were  pleafed  to  ftyle  the 
crime  of  laicism,  which  they  defined  to  be  the  ufurpation 
of  prieftly  offices,  declaring  it  to  participate  of  the  double 
character  of  error  and  facrilege.    The  laymen,  who  were 
the  objects  of  this  prieftly  anathema,  were  thofe  who  prc- 
fided  at  the  religious  afiemblies  of  the  people,  where  no 
ecclefiaftic  was  to  be  found — a  practice,  during  the  violence 
of  the  Robefpierrian  perfecution,  by  no  means  uncommon 
in  France.    Pofleffing  not  the  ihadow  of  temporal  power, 
or  the  remoteft  profpect  of  acquiring  it,  this  humble-minded 
fynod  declared,  in  a  Second  letter  or  addrefs  pubjifhed  at 
the  clofe  of  the  year,  their  authority  to  be  merely  fpiritual. 
After  denouncing  their  cenfures  and  anathemas,  they 
avowed  the  diftinctive  characteriftic  of  Chrifjtianity  to  be 
charity  !  Reluctant  to  acknowledge  any  jurisdiction  Supe- 
rior to  their  own,  they  affirmed  that  the  bifhop  of  Rome 
was  firft  in  dignity  only,  and  not  in  power ;  and,  the  dorm 
of  perfecution  having  yet  Scarcely  ceafed,  they  inculcated 
the  principle  of  toleration  with  great  earneftnefs.  Upon 
the  whole,  though  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  but  that  this 
felf-created  fynod  might  be  compofed  of  virtuous  and  re- 
fpedtable  individuals,  the  fpirit  of  prieftly  domination, 
alike  in  all  ages,  in  all  countries,  and  under  all  circum- 
ftances,  appeared  extremely  confpicuous  in  all  its  proceed- 
ings ;  and  the  afTernbly  being  again  convoked  at  VcrfaiUes, 
in  the  month  of  March  in  the  following  year  (1796),  were 
immediately  difperfed  by  an  order  from  the  executive  power. 
In  all  other  refpects  the  new  government  maintained  a  wife 
neutrality  between  the  contending  parties,  and  appeared  to 
concern  itfelf  little  or  nothing  in  the  contcft. 

u  nder  the  aufprces  of  the  Directory  a  grand  literary  and 
Scientific  afibciation,  bearing  the  appellation  of  the  National 
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Inftitute,  was  at  this  period  founded  in  France.  At  their 
firft  public  meeting  (April  4,  1796),  in  the  great  hall  of 
the  Louvre,  the  prefident  of  the  Directory  made  a  fpeech, 
in  which  he  declared  it  to  be  the  (led  fa  ft  purpofe  of  the 
government  to  revive  the  drooping  arts,  and  to  fliicld  both 
learning  and  liberty  from  all  the  attacks  of  ferocious  anar- 
chy. More  than  fifteen  hundred  fpe&ators  were  prefent 
on  this  folemn  occafion,  who  teftificd  their  joy  by  the 
loudeft  acclamation.  Defaulx,  prefident  of  the  Inftitute, 
replied,  «  that  every  member  of  that  fociety  felt  the  moll 
ardent  defire  to  concur  in  advancing  the  profperity  of  the 
republican  government,  and  would  aim,  in  giving  luftre 
to  their  own  names,  to  add  fplendor  to  that  of  their  coun- 
try that  the  republic  of  letters  exifted  before  the  other, 
and  its  fpirit  could  neither  be  enfeebled  nor  fubdued  ;  and 
that,  amidft  thofe  whom  it  animated,  the  love  of  glory 
would  ever  be  the  fupport  of  liberty."  During  the  recital 
of  this  fpeech  every  heart  fwcllcd  with  emotion,  every  eye 
melted  in  tears,  at  the  fad  recollection  of  the  paft,  com- 
bined with  the  foothing  hopes  of  the  future ;  and  the  mag- 
nificence of  the  fpe£tacle  fuggefted  the  interefting  idea  of 
a  great  nation  riling,  in  a  manner  worthy  of  itfelf,  from 
that  abyfs  of  calamity  in  which  (he  had  beeu  fo  long  loft 
and  overwhelmed. 

In  the  fpring  of  this  year  the  Directory  fent  over  com- 
mifiioners  to  Inveftigate  the  ftate  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, according  to  whofe  report,  towards  the  end  of  the 
fummer,  the  defolaticn  which  had  overfpread  this  colony 
during  five  years  of  maflacrc  and  anarchy  had  now  ceafed, 
and  perfect  tranquillity  was  at  length  reflored.  By  other 
concomitant  accounts,  however,  it  appeared  that  this  tran- 
quillity had  been  obtained  by  the  aimoft-total  extirpation 
of  the  white  inhabitants,  who,  unfortunately  for  themfelves, 
had  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  famous  decree  of  emancipa- 
tion, pafled  the  16th  Phiviofe,  in  the  fecond  year  of  the 
republic  (February  5,  1794).    The  negroes  and  gens  de 
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eouleur  were  in  a&ual  poffeffion  of  all  the  power  and  all 
the  property  of  the  ifland  :  and  the  tyranny  fo  juftly  com- 
plained of,  formerly  in  the  planter,  was  now  more  inhu- 
manly exercifed  by  the  flare,  who,  fet  loofe  at  once  from 
all  reftraint,  fejlt  a  favage  third  for  vengeance,  which  he 
gratified  without  control.    Such  was  the  fate  of  this  fine 
country,  xmce  one  of  the  principal  refources  of  the  wealth 
of  France ;  but  which  precipitate  humanity,  mi  flaking  the 
means  for  the  end,  and  avaricious  cruelty,  oppofing  every 
alleviation  of  human  mifery,  had  nearly  fucceeded  in  b.ing- 
ing  to  utter  ruin.    The  French  government  deemed  it  ex* 
pedient  to  acquiefce  in  a  ftate  of  things,  which,  in  prefent 
circumftances,  they  could  not  redrefs.    The  ifland  was  ef- 
fectually defended  by  its  prefent  pofieflbrs  from  Che  in  ra- 
tion of  the  Englifh,  deit.ru&ive  only  to  themfelves  :  and  as 
they  at  the  fame  time  acknowledged,  though  in  vague 
terms,  the  authority  of  the  republic,  hopes  wore  no  doubt 
entertained  that  fuch  a  dependency  upon  France  might  be 
eventually  preferved  as  would  anfwer  the  commercial  pur- 
poses with  a  view  to  which  this  great  and  flourifhing  colony 
was  founded    although  many  conceived  that  this  extraor- 
dinary (late  of  things  would  more  probably  terminate  in  the 
eftablimment  of  a  great  mulatto  republic  in  (the  nobleft 
ifland  in  the  Weftern  Ocean. 

The  Englifli  government  having  promulgated  at  this  pe- 
riod a  declaration,  allowing  the  exportation  of  goods  to  the 
Netherlands  and  the  United  Provinces,  decrees  were  pub- 
lifhcd  by  the  two  governments  of  France  apd  Holland, 
prohibiting,  under  fevere  penalties,  the  importation  of  Eng- 
lifti  goods  into  the  territories  of  die  two  republics.  Ihe 
Dutch  in  particular  declared  "  this  precarious  favor  to  be 
the  fruit  of  perfidy,  and  an  infult  which  ought  to  be  re- 
jected with  indignation."  But  fuch  efiential  inconveniences 
refulted  to  themfelves  from  this  prohibition,  that  it  was 
cither  filently  evaded  or  fell  gradually  into  neglect  and  dif- 
ufe,  and  Great  Britain  (till  fupplied,  either  mediately  or 
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immediately,  all  Europe  with  the  product  of  her  immenfe 
commerce  and  induftry. 

In  the  month  of  Auguft  (1796),  a  moil  fingular  political 
pbamomenon  prefented  itfelf  in  the  Treaty  of  Alliance,  of- 
fenfive  and  defenfive,  concluded  between  the  crown  of  Spain 
and  the  republic  of  France  5  and  which,  however  incon- 
gruous fuch  a  connection  might  at  firft  view  feem,  was 
really  founded  on  principles  of  found  policy.  France  ob- 
tained commercial  emolument,  and  Spain  civil  and  political 
fecurity.  The  two  contracting  powers  mutually  guaran- 
tied each  other's  poffeffions ;  and  either  power  engaged,  in 
cafe  of  attack,  to  furnifh  the  other  with  large  fuccours  by 
fea  and  land,  to  be  at  the  difpofal  of  the  requiring  power. 
The  treaty  was  profpective  merely,  and  to  take  place  at  the 
end  of  the  prefent  war,  with  the  exception  of  England 
only — that  being  declared  the  only  power  againft  which 
Spain  had  direct  grievances  :  and  that  his  Catholic  majefty 
fhould  remain  neuteT  with  refpect  to  the  other  powers 
armed  againft  the  republic.  This  was  the  certain  prelude 
to  a  declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of  Spain  againft  Great 
Britain,  which  took  place  in  a  few  weeks,  the  manifefto 
of  the  king  of  Spain  bearing  date  October  the  5th.  The 
caufes  of  ofFence  enumerated  in  this  declaration,  framed 
under  the  over-ruling  influence  of  France,  are  for  the  mott 
part,  when  conGdered  as  excitements  to  war,  very  frivo- 
lous ;  but  they  feTved  to  prove  that  Spain,  as  well  as  all 
the  other  maritime  ftates  of  Europe,  felt  the  greatcft  jea- 
Ioufy  and  refentment  at  the  manner  in  which  Great  Britain 
had  exercifed  her  naval  fuperiority.  "  By  thefe  infults," 
fays  the  Catholic  king,  "  equally  deep  and  unparalleled, 
that  nation  has  proved  to  the  univerfe  that  (he  recognifes 
no  other  laws  than  the  aggrandizement  of  her  commerce  ; 
and  by  her  defpotifm,  which  has  exhaufted  my  patience 
and  moderation,  Ihe  has  forced  me,  as  well  to  fupport  the 
honor  of  my  crown  as  to  protect  my  people  againft  her 
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attacks,  to  declare  war  againft  the  king  of  England,  his 
kingdom,  and  vajfals" 

A  very  important  tranfa&ion  of  the  prefent  year,  compre- 
hended under  the  general  mifcellaneous  branch  of  arrange- 
ment, remains  to  be  narrated.  The  Englifli  cabinet  in  the 
beginning  of  March,  had  commiflioned  its  ambafiador  to 
the  Helvetic  States,  Mr.  Wickham,  to  enquire  of  the  go- 
vernment of  France,  through  the  medium  of  M.  Barthelemi, 
who  had  negotiated,  and  was  flill  negotiating,  divers  trea- 
ties of  peace  at  Bafle,  concerning  its  difpofition  to  enter 
into  a  negotiation  \  at  the  fame  time  fignifying  that  he  was 
not  authorized  to  enter  into  any  difcuflion  upon  the  fub- 
je£t  of  his  note.  M.  Barthelemi  was  in  a  (hort  time  in- 
ftru£ted  to  anfwer,  "  that  the  executive  government  of 
France  ardently  de fired  to  procure  for  the  republic  a  juft, 
honorable,  and  folid  peace ;  but  that  an  indifpenfable  con- 
dition of  it  was  the  retaining  pofleffion  of  thofe  conquefts 
which  had  actually  been  annexed  to  the  territory  of  the  re- 
public. The  Conftitutional  A&"  fays  the  official  note  of 
M.  Barthelemi,  "  does  not  permit  the  Directory  to  confent 
to  any  alienation  of  that  which,  according  to  the  exifting 
laws,  conftitutes  the  territory  of  the  republic."  Offence 
was  taken,  notwithftanding  the  acceptance  of  the  overture 
of  England,  at  the  fecret  and  infidious  mode  in  which  it 
was  made.  "  The  ftep  taken  by  Mr.  Wickham,"  fay* 
M.  Barthelemi,  "  would  have  afforded  to  the  Directory  a 
real  fatisfaction,  if  the  declaration  itfelf  of  his  not  having 
any  power  to  negotiate  did  not  give  room  to  doubt  of  the  Gn- 
cerity  of  the  pacific  intentions  of  his  court.  Is  it  that  this 
ftep  has  had  no  other  object  than  to  obtain  for  the  Britifti 
government  the  favorable  impreflion  which  always  accom- 
panies the  firfl  overtures  for  peace  ?  May.  it  not  have 
been  accompanied  with  the  hope  that  they  would  produce 
no  effedr.  ?" — Although  die  overture  of  -the  Englifh  court 
was  certainly  cold  and  diftant,  as  the  government  of 
France  did  not  in  the  fir  ft  inftance  reject  it,  the  impolicy, 
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not  to  fay  the  injuftice,  of  fuch  a  conftru&ion,  was  mani- 
feft :  and  if  the  Engliih  minifter  was  really  infincere,  the 
conduct  of  the  Directory  furniflied  as  plaufible  a  pretext  as 
could  be  wiflied  for  defifting  from  their  pretended  purpofe. 
No  fooner  was  the  anfwer  to  Mr.  Wickham's  note  received  . 

• 

by  the  court  of  London,  than  a  declaration  was  publifhed, 
containing  a  mod  acrimonious  comment  upon  the  principles 
comprifed  in  it.  «  This  court,"  fays  the  declaration,  "  has 
feen  with  regret  how  far  the  tone  and  fpirit  of  that  anfwer, 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  demands  which  it  contains, 
and  the  manner  of  announcing  them,  are  remote  from  any 
difpofition  for  peace.  The  inadmiflible  pretention  is  there 
avowed  of  appropriating  to  France  all  that  the  laws  actually 
exifting  there  may  have  comprifed  under  the  denomination 
of  French  territory.  To  a  demand  fuch  as  this  i3  added  an 
exprefs  declaration,  that  no  propofal  contrary  to  it  will  be 
made  or  even  liftened  to ;  and  even  this,  under  the  pre- 
tence  of  an  internal  regulation,  the  provifions  of  which  are 
wholly  foreign  to  all  other  nations.  While  thefe  difpoG- 
tions  {hall  be  perfifted  in,  nothing  is  left  for  the  king  but 
to  profecute  a  war  equally  juft  and  neceflary."  All  this  is 
doubtlefs  very  plaufible,  and  it  bears  the  evident  (lamp 
and  impreflion  of  a  minifter  who  has  been  chara&erifti- 
cally  defcribed  as  poflfefling  every  talent  for  the  conduct 
of  great  affairs  confident .  with  cunning,  and,  as  it  might 
properly  have  been  added,  with  pride  and  obftinacy.  But 
the  whole  procedure  is,  notwithftanding,  deftitute  of  the 
real  and  eflential  marks  of  political  fagacity  and  ability. 

Eor»  firf*  if  it  were  the  fincere  intention  and  defire  of 
the  government  of  Great  Britain  to  re-eftablifh  the  relations 
of  peace  and  amity  with  that  of  France,  why  fbould  the 
miniilers  of  England  hefitate,  in  the  firil  in  fiance,  to  re- 
cognife  the  republic  by  name ;  whereas  that  obnoxious 
term  was  carefully  and  infultingly  avoided  in  the  official 
note  of  Mr.  Wickliam.  And,  fecondly^  why  Ihun  a  direct 
application  to  the  French  government,  dating  their  own 
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fincere  defire  of  peace,  on  honorable  terms,  by  an  agent  erf 
ambafiador  authorized  to  enter  upon  the  difcuifion  ?  The* 
Directory,  however,  acted  fairly  and  openly  in  die  avowal 
tliat  no  territory,  united  by  the  Conftitutional  Act  to  France, 
would  be  rclinquiftied  by  any  fubfequent  treaty.  The  rea- 
fon  afiigned  for  this  determination  might,  with  fo  captious 
an  enemy  as  the  court  of  London,  have  been  better  omitted ; 
though,  when  fuch  a  refolution  was  once  formed,  it  figni- 
fied  little  to  the  adversaries  of  France  upon  what  bafrt  if 
relied.  The  annexation  of  the  provinces  m  quefticm  to  the 
republic  was  a  reafon  valid  only  to  themfelves ;  and  the  no* 
tification  of  it  to  England  indicated  merely  that  the  refolu- 
tion was  confidered  by  the  Directory  as  irreverfible.  In  re- 
ply to  this  reafon  in  g,  it  was  undoubtedly  Sufficient  for 
England  to  fay,  that  the  fame  power  which  united  could 
difunite,  and  that  the  reftoration  of  thefe  provinces  could 
<  not  be,  politically  fpeaking,  impracticable.  But  it  waj 
altogether  idle  and  Superfluous  to  enter  into  the  inveftigation 
of  an  abftract  queftion*  France  declared  herfelf  irrevocably 
determined  not  to  relinquifh  certain  of  her  conquefts, 
amongft  which,  by  far  the  moll  important  in  the  view  of 
England,  were  the  Auftrian  Low  Countries.  It  was  for 
England  to  confider  whether  it  were  more  eligible  to  conti- 
nue the  war,  or  to  accede  with  a  good  grace  to  this  un- 
pleafant  bafis  of  pacification.  To  enter  into  an  argument 
refpecting  an  abftratt  politico-metaphyfic  right,  and  efpe- 
cially  to  urge  it  acrimonioufly  and  reproachfully,  could  tend 
only  to  counteract  and  deftroy  that  fpirit  of  conciliation 
upon  which  the  fuccefs  of  any  future  negotiation  muft  in  a 
gTeat  degree  depend.  Had  the  fortune  of  the  war  proved 
favorable  to  England,  and  France  had  demanded  the  re- 
ftoration of  Corfica,  no  doubt  the  court  of  London  would 
have  replied  in  the  language  ufed  by  the  Directory,  that 
this  reftitution  could  not  be  complied  with,  for  that  CorGca 
had  been  annexed  to  the  imperial  crown  of  Great  Britain. 
Had  the  Directory  exclaimed  again  ft  the  abfurdity  and  ar- 
rogance 
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rogance  of  this  anfwer,  it  might  properly  havebcen  foftened 
and  explained,  by  faying,  that,  undoubtedly,  the  annexa-  * 
tion  of  Corfica  to  the  Britifh  crown  did  not,  politically 
fpeaking,  preclude  its  reftoration  by  treaty  to  France,  but 
that  the  act  of  annexation  merely  indicated  the  determina-  • 
tion  of  the  courUof  London  never  to  relinquifh  this  con- 
queft.  When  great  ftatefmen  differ,  it  is  always  about 
things  really  important,  and  never  about  mere  words  or 
forms  of  exprdlion. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  overture,  thus  injudicioufly  and 
unfuccefsfully  made,  left  an  unfavorable  impreffion  upon 
the  minds  of  the  French  government  and  nation,  which 
had  been  greatly  embittered  againft  England  by  many  pre- 
ceding events.  Although  the  war  had  firft  broken  out 
with  Auftria  and  Pruflia,  it  was  generally  believed  in 
France  that  the  Englifh  cabinet  had  fecretly  fomented  that 
quarrel,  of  which,  in  a  (hort  time,  it  became  the  grand 
and  almoft  only  fupport.  Regarding  England,  therefore, 
as  the  fource  of  all  their  calamities,  the  French  could 
fcarccly  look  towards  that  country  without  paflionate  re- 
fentment  for  the  defolation  and  horrors  of  which  it  had 
been  the  caufe,  and  which  the  Britifh  miniflry  flill  ap- 
peared defirous  to  perpetrate. — Such  was  the  flate  of  things, 
when  the  court  of  London,  alarmed  at  the  critical  fituation 
of  its  ally  the  emperor,  and  the  growing  unpopularity  of 
the  war  at  home,  made  another  attempt,  either  real  or 
pretended,  to  effect  a  pacification  with  France. 

On  the  6th  of  September  lord  Grenville  addrefTed  a  note 
to  count  Wedel-Jarlfberg,  the  Danifh  ambaflador  at  Lon- 
don, requefting  that  he  would  tranfmit,  through  the  me- 
dium of  his  Danifh  majefty's  refident  at  Paris,  to  the  Exe- 
cutive Directory,  the  declaration  inclofed,  purporting 
«  his  Britannic  majefty's  defire  to  conclude  a  peace  on 
jufl  and  honorable  conditions,  and  demanding  the  necef- 
fary  paflports  for  a  perfon  of  confidence  whom  his  majefly 
would  fend  to  Paris  with  a  commifiion  to  difcufs  with 
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the  government  there  all  the  meafures  the  mod  proper  to- 
produce  fo  defirable  an  end."    Had  this  been  the  mode  of 
communication  originally  adopted,  it  would,  no  doubt, 
have  proved  acceptable  :  but,  in  the  prefent  temper  of  the 
Directory,   the  reply  made — to  ufe  the  exprefLon  of 
M.  Kcenneman,  the  Danifh  refident,  '  in*a  very  dry  tone'— 
was  "  that  the  Executive  Government  would  not  receive  or 
Wwer  any  overture  from  the  enemies  of  the  republic  tranf- 
mitted  through  any  intermediate  channel ;   but  that,  if 
England  would  fend  perfons  furniftied  with  full  powers 
and  official  papers,  they  might,  upon  the  frontier,  demand 
the  paflports  neceflary  for  proceeding  to  Paris."  The 
haughty  demeanour  of  the  court  of  London  was,  howerer, 
by  this  time,  fo  much  lowered,  that,  in  compliance  with 
the  requifition  of  the  Directory,  paflports  were  applied  for 
in  the  manner  and  form  fpecified  j  which  were  granted 
cxprefsly  "  to  the  envoy  of  England,  who  fhall  be  fur- 
niihed  with /////  powers  not  only  for  preparing  and  negotiat- 
ing the  peace  between  the  French  republic  and  that  power, 
but  for  concluding  it  definitively  between  them."  Lord 
Malmefbury,  who  had  been  engaged  under  the  name  of  fir 
James  Harris  in  negotiations  of  fome  importance  at  Madrid, 
St.  Pcterfburg,  and  elfe where,  and  had  acquired  fome  re- 
putation for  diplomatic  abilities,  which,  upon  this  occafion, 
were  highly  magnified,  was  nominated  by  his  Britannic 
roajefty  to  this  important  miflion  :  and,  on  the  2  2d  of  Octo- 
ber, his  lord  fl lip  announced  to  M.  de  la  Croix,  minifter  for 
foreign  affairs,  his  arrival  at  Paris,  as  "  plenipotentiary  to 
the  French  republic."  Notwithstanding  the  coldnefs  and 
referve  which  marked  the  firfl  acceptance  of  the  Englifh 
overtures,  the  natural  and  charac~leriftic  politenefs  of  the 
French  nation  prevailed,  and  lord  Malmeibury  met  per- 
fonally  with  a  mod  courteous  reception. 

On  the  24th  of  October  a  memorial  was  prefented  by  the 
Britifti  ambaflador,  dating,  "  that,  in  the  opinion  of  lus 
Britannic  majelly,  the  principle  of  compenfation  would  beft 
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ferve  as  a  bafis  for  the  definitive  arrangements  of  peace. 
Great  Britain,  fays  this  boafting  memorial,  from  the  un- 
interrupted fuccefs  of  her  naval  war,  finds  herfelf  in  a  fitua- 
tion  to  have  no  rcftitution  to  demand  of  France  ;  fiom 
which  on  the  contrary  (he  has  taken  eftablifhments  and 
colonies  of  the  higheft  importance,  and  of  value  almoft  in- 
calculable. But,  on  the  other  hand,  France  has  made, 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  conquefts  to  which  his  ma- 
jelty  can  he  no  lcfs  indifferent,  as  the  moft  important  in- 
tercfts  of  his  people,  and  the  moft  facred  engagements  of 
his  crown,  are  efientially  implicated  therein.  The  magna- 
nimity of  the  king,  his  inviolable  good  faith,  and  his  defire 
to  reftorc  repofe  to  fo  many  nations,  induced  him  to  confi- 
der  this  fituation  of  affairs  as  affording  the  means  of  procur- 
ing for  all  the  belligerent  powers  juft  and  equitable  terms  of 
peace,  and  fuch  as  are  calculated  to  enfure  for  the  time  to 
come  the  general  tranquillity.  It  is  on  this  footing  then 
that  he  purpofes  to  negotiate,  by  offering  to  make  compen- 
fation  to  France,  by  proportionable  reflitutions,  for  thofe 
arrangements  to  which  (he  will  be  called  upon  to  confent, 
in  order  to  fatisfy  the  juft  demands  of  the  king's  allies,  and 
to  preferve  the  political  balance  of  Europe." 

To  this  overture,  the  Executive  Directory,  through  the 
medium  of  M.  de  la  Croix,  returned  a  very  embarrafRng 
anfwer.  They  obferved  "  that  if  lord  Malmefbury  would 
have  agreed  to  treat  fcparately,  as  he  was  formally  autho- 
rized by  the  tenor  of  his  credentials,  the  negotiations  might 
have  been  confiderably  abridged  ;  that  the  neceffity  of  ba- 
lancing with  the  interefts  of  the  two  powers  thofe  of  the 
allies  of  Great  Britain  multiplies  the  combinations,  increafes 
the  difficulties,  tends  to  the  formation  of  a  congrefs,  the 
forms  of  which  it  is  known  are  always  tardy,  and  requires 
the  acceflion  of  powers  which  hitherto  have  difplaycd  no 
defire  of  accommodation,  and  have  not  given  to  lord 
Malmefbury  himfelf,  according  to  his  own  declaration, 
any  power  to  ftipulate  for  theml    Nevcrthelefs  the  Exccu- 
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tivc  Dire&ory,  animated  with  an  ardent  dcure  of  putting  a 
flop  to  the  fcouree  of  war,  and  to  prove  that  they  ■'will  not 
reject  any  means  of  reconciliation,  declares  that,  as  foon 
as  lord  Malmefbury  fhall  exhibit  to  the  minifter  for  foreign 
affairs  fuflicient  powers  from  the  allies  of  Great  Britain  for 
ftipulating  for  their  refpeclive  interefts,  accompanied  by  a 
promife  on  their  part  to  fubfcribc  to  whatever  (hall  be  con- 
cluded in  their  names,  the  Executive  Directory  will  haiten 
to  give  an  anfwer  to  the  fpecifk  proportions  which  (hall  be 
fubmitted  to  them,  and  that  the  difficulties  fhall  be  removed, 
as  far  as  may  be  confident  with  the  fafety  and  dignity  of  the 
French  republic." 

The  Direc*rory  appears  to  have  perceived,  certainly  not 
without  reafon,  that  the  court  of  London  had  no  ferious  in- 
tention, of  acceding  to  the  bads  of  pacification  dated  by 
M.  Barthelcmi  to  Mr.  Wickham  ;   and,  in  their  reply  to 
the  memorial  of  lord  Malmefbury,  they  plainly  indicated 
their  fufpicions  "  that  the  Britifh  government  had  a  double 
object  in  view, — to  prevent  by  general  propofitions  the  par- 
tial propoGtions  of  other  powers,  and  to  obtain  from  the 
people  of  England  the  means  of  continuing  the  war  by 
throwing  an  odium  upon  the  republic     and  they  declared 
without  referve  "  that  they  could  not  but  perceive  that  the 
propofition  of  lord  Malmefbury  is  nothing  more  than  a  re- 
newal, under  more  amicable  forms,  of  the  former  propofal 
of  Mr.  Wickham." 

Lord  Malmefbury,  perplexed  and  confounded  by  this 
jmfwer,  wrote  to  his  court  for  frefh  inftru&ions :  and  on 
the  1 2th  of  November  he  tranfmitted  a  fecond  note  or  me- 
morial to  the  Directory,  in  which,  agreeably  to  the  orders 
received  during  the  interval,  his  lordfhip  declared,  "  that, 
with  regard  to  the  offenfive  and  injurious  infinuations  con- 
tained in  that  paper?  the  king  has  deemed  it  far  beneath  his 

dignity 

•  Could  the  court  of  London  have  given  full  fcope  to  its  greatnefs  on  thi» 
occafioo,  the  pHrafeology  of  the  note  would  no  doubt  hm  keen  **  that  au- 
dacious paper.'* 
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clignity  to  permit  an  anfwer  to  be  made  to  them  on  his  part 
in  any  manner  whatfoever. — As  to  the  difficulty  ftartcd  by 
the  Directory,  his  lordftiip  faid  that  thefe  could  be  no 
cjueftion  but  of  a  negotiation  w  hich  fhall  combine  the  in* 
terefts  and  pretentions  of  all  the  powers  who  make  a  com- 
mon caufe  with  the  king  in  the  prefent  war.    In  the  courfe 
of  fuch  a  negotiation,  the  intervention,  or  at  leaft  the  par- 
ticipation of  thefe  powers,  will  doubtlefs  become  abfolutcly 
neceflary ; — but  it  appears  that  the  waiting  for  a  formal 
and  definitive  authority  on  the  part  of  the  allies  of  the  king, 
before  Great  Britain  and  France  begin  to  difcufs  even  pro- 
vulonally  the  principles  of  the  negotiation,  would  be  to 
create  a  very  ufelefs  delay." — On  the  very  fame  day, 
M.  de  la  Croix,  in  a  note  to  lord  Malmefbtrry,  declared 
himfelf  «  charged  by  the  Executive  Directory  to  invite  him 
to  point  out,  without  the  fmalleft  delay,  and  exprefsly, 
the  objects  of  reciprocal  compenfation  which  he  had  to  pro- 
pofe."     To-  which  lord  Malmefbury  properly  replied, 
*«  that,  before  the  formal  acceptation  of  this  principle, 
or  the  propofal  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  Directory  of 
fome  other  principle  which  might  equally  ferve  as  the  bafis 
of  a  negotiation  for  a  general  peace,  he  could  not  be  autho- 
rized to  dcfignate  the  object  of  reciprocal  compenfation*" 

\  After  fome  fmart  altercation,  calculated  for  no  good 
purpofe,  lord  Malmefbury  was  informed  by  M.  de  h  Croix, 
November  27,  "  that  the  propofal  contained  in  his  note  of 
the  1 2th  of  November  involved  in  it  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  principle  of  compenfation ;  and  that  principle  being 
now  formally  recognifed,  he  was  again  invited  to  give  a 
fpeedy  and  categorical  anfwer  to  the  propofal."  It  was  not 
till  the  1 7th  of  December,  after  again  confuhing  his  court, 
that  lord  Malmefbury  ftated  the  terms  agreeably  to  which 
h  was  conceived  that  a  treaty  might  be  concluded  on  (he 
bafis  of  mutual  compenfation.  Thefe  terms,  when  fpe- 
cified,  appeared  rather  extraordinary,  as  refolvmg  them* 
(elves  into  the  fingle  condition  that  France  fhoujd  reftore 
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all  her  conqucfts  in  the  Low  Countries,  Germany,  and, 
Italy — and  Great  Britain  her  acquifitions  gained  from  that 
power  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies, — in  other  words  into 
the  jlatus  quo  ante  helium  ;  with  the  ft  range  provifo  annex- 
ed, «  that  if,  in  addition  to  this,  his  majefty  were  to  wave 
the  right  given  him  by  the  exprefs  ftipulations  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  of  oppofing  the  ceflion  of  the  Spanifh  part  of 
St.  Domingo  to  France,  his  majefty  would  then  demand,  in 
return  for  this  concelTion,  a  compenfation  which  might  fc- 
cure,  at  leaft  in  fome  degree,  the  maintenance  of  the  ba- 
lance of  the  refpe&ive  pofleflicns  in  that  part  of  the  world." 
— It  feemed  to  involve  in  it  a  grofs  abfurdity,  in  a  time  of 
open  war,  to  make  any  mention  of  the  ftipulations  of  a 
treaty  of  peace.    The  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  re- 
ferred to  undoubtedly  authorized  Great  Britain  to  interfere, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  any  of  the  Spanifti  colo- 
nies in  the  Weft  Indies  to  France,  even  fuppofing  {he  had 
on  other  caufe  of  complaint  or  quarrel.    But  when  (he  was 
actually  at  war  with  thofe  powers,  all  previous  ftipulations 
and  arrangements  were  neceflarijy  and  wholly  fuperfeded  \ 
and  the  confent  of  Great  Britain  to  a  ceflion  which  it  was 
not  in  her  power  to  prevent  muft  be  a  matter  of  perfect  in- 
difference, if  not  rather  of  contempt  and  ridicule  ;  at  beft  a 
matter  of  mere  form,  for  which  nothing  ought  to  be  aflted, 
becaufe  nothing  of  value  was  conceded.    "  Reftitutions  of 
any  kind  in  favor  of  Holland,  unlefs  France  would  on  her 
part  re-inftate  that  republic  in  all  refpe&s  in  the  fame  poli- 
tical fituation  in  which  it   ftood  before  the  war  (lord 
Malmefbury  exprefsly  declares,  in  a  fecond  memorial  de- 
livered at  the  fame  time),  could  be  admitted  in  fo  far  only 
as  they  {hall  be  compenfated  by  arrangements  calculated 
to  contribute  to  the  fecurity  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  !w 
On  the  fubje&  of  thefe  memorials  lord  Malme{bury  had 
a  long  conference  with  M.  de  la  Croix,  of  which  his  lord- 
(hip  tranfmitted  a  very  curious  and  minute  account  to  his 
own  court.     The  following  are  the  moft  important  parti- 
culars ;— 
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^tilars  -.—After  perufing  the  memorials,  the  French  minifter 
faid  "  that  the  plan  of  pacification  propofed  appeared 
to  him  to  be  liable  to  infurmountable  obje&ions,.  as  requir- 
ing much  more  than  it  conceded,  and,  in  the  event,  not  leav- 
ing France  in  a  lituation  of  proportional  greatnefs  to  the 
other  powers  of  Europe.  He  faid,  the  a&  of  their  confti- 
tution  made  it  impoflible  for  the  republic  to  do  what  wc  rcr 
quired.  The  Auftrian  Netherlands  were  annexed  to  it  : 
they  could  not  be  diipofed  of  without  flinging  the  nation 
into  all  the  confuGon  which  rauft  follow  a  convocation  of 
the  primary  aflembltes ;  and  that  he  was  furprifed  at  the 
•demand,  fince  he  had  in  fome  of  the  late  converfations  fully 
explained  the  nature  of  their  conftitution." — Lord  Malmef- 
bury,  in  return,  forcibly  urged  "  that  there  exifted  a  drcit 
publique  in  Europe  paramount  to  any  droit publiqtte  they  might 
think  proper  to  eftabliih  within  their  own  dominions  ;  and 
that  an  obligation,  at  leaft  equally  binding,  and  equally  pub- 
lic, exifted  between  the  king  and  £he  emperor,  obliging 
them  not  to  lay  down  their  arms  without  the  rcftitution  of 
all  the  territories  belonging  to  either  before  the  war  : — that, 
in  cafe  of  neceflity  arifing  from  lofies  and  misfortunes,  the 
power  of  ceffion  mull  inhere  in  the  executive  government} 
and,  if  in  that  cafe,  it  equally  exifted  in  all  others." 

M.  de  la  Croix  finding  himfelf  perplexed  in  the  at- 
tempts to  confute  thefe  reafonings,  changed  his  ground,  and 
maintained,  "  that,  from  die  relative  lituation  of  the  adja- 
cent countries,  the  prefent  government  of  France  would  be 
reprehenfible  in  the  extreme,  and  deferve  impeachment,  if 
they  ever  fuffered  the  Netherlands  to  be  feparated  from 
their  dominions  :*  that, — by  the  partition  of  Poland, — 

Ruflia, 

*  In  reading  the  account  of  this  conference!  it  mnft  never  be  foreottcn 
that  the  Engliftiman  and  not  the  Frenchman  is  the  narrator ;  and  that  ic 
depends  opon  the  art  of  the  fculptnr,  whether  the  lion  (hall  be  reprefented 
as  killing  the  man.  or  the  man  as  killing  the  lion.  It  appears  that  M.  de  la 
Croix  did  not  pretend  to  deny  that  the  power  of  reftitution  was,  in  a  political 
fenfe,  inherent  in  the  nation  ;  bat  merely  that  it  could  not  conftitutionally 
be  exercifed  by  the  Directory.  In  reply  to  lord  Malmefbury's  hypothetical 
cafe  of  neceflity,  M.  de  la  Croix  might  ftrbapt  think  it  sufficient  to  fay 

that 
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Ruffia,  Auflria,  and  Pruffia,  had  increafed  their  power  to 
a  mod  formidable  degree  ;  that  England  by  its  conquefts, 
and  by  the  activity  and  judgment  with  which  it  governed 
its  colonies,  had  redoubled  its  flrcngth. — Your  Indian 
empire  alone,"  faid  M.  de  la  Croix  with  vehemence,  «  has 
enabled  you  to  fubfidize  all  the  powers  of  Europe  againft 
us,  and  your  monopoly  of  trade  has  put  you  in  poiT-flion  of 
a  fund  of  inexhauitible  wealth."  The  French  miniller  far- 
ther aflerted  *«  that  Belgium,  by  belonging  to  France, 
would  remove  what  had  been  the  fource  of  all  wars  for 
two  centuries  pad  \  and  the  Rhine  being  the  natural  boun- 
dary of  France,  would  en  Cure  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  for 
two  centuries  to  come."  He  at  length  intimated,  "  that  an 
equivalent  might  be  found  for  the  emperor  in  the  feculari- 
2ation  of  the  three  ecclcfiaftical  electorates,  and  feveral 
bifhoprics  in  Germany  and  Italy."  He  fpake  of  making  new 
electors;  and  named  the  ftadtholc]er  and  the  dukes  of  Brunf- 
wic  and  Wirtemberg  as  perfons  proper  to  replace  the  three 
ccclefiaftical  ele&ors.-rThe  tenor  of  his  convcrfation  lead- 
ing to  the  total  fubverfion  ef  the  prefent  Germanic  fyftem, 
lord  Malmefbury  declared  thefe  ideas  to  be  altogether  incom- 
patible with  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  emperor  and 
king,  as  the  bafis  of  the  peace  at  the  fame  time  hinting, 
that  if,  on  all  the  other  points,  France  agreed  to  the  propo- 
fals  now  made,  it  would  not  be  impoffible  that  fome  incrcafc 
of  territory  might  be  ceded  to  her  on  the  Germanic  fide  of 
her  frontier  and  that  this,  in  addition  to  the  duchy  of  Sa- 
voy, Nice,  and  Avignon,  would  be  a  very  great  acquifition 
pf  flrength  and  power. — <  M.  de  la  Croix,'  fays  lord 
Malmefbury,  «  here  again  reverted  to  the  conftitution,  and 
faid  that  thefe  countries  were  already  conditionally  an- 
nexed to  France.    I  replied*  "  that  it  was  impoffible  in  the 

negotiation 

that  neceffity  was  a  valid  plea  for  any  thing,  but  that  no  fuch  neceffiff 
actually  exifted;  and  that  if,  in  prtftni  urcumfiancet^  the  Pircdory  made  the 
reftitmion  to  queftion,  they  would  deferve  impeachment :—  and  had  not 
the  French  government  a  rJght  to  ita  Ji**  j«a  n$n  as  well  as  the  Englifli  I 
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negotiation  which  we  were  beginning  for  the  O-her  powers 
to  take  it  up  from  any  period  but  that  which  immediately 
preceded  the  war  and  that  any  acquisition  or  diminution 
of  territory  which  had  taken  place  among  the  belligerent 
powers,  fince  it  6tR  broke  out,  muft  neceffarily  become 
fubjc£t-mattcr  for  negotiation,  and  be  balanced  againfteach 
other  in  the  final  arrangements  of  a  general  peace."— 
"  You  then  perfift,"  faid  M.  de  la  Croix,"  *<  in  applying 
this  principle  to  Belgium  ?"  «  I  anfwered,  most  CEXTArw- 
JLY  :  and  I  Jhould  not  deal  fairly  with  you  if  Ihefrtatedta  de* 
clarey  in  the  cutfet  of  our  negotiation)  that  on  this  point  yu  nrnfl 
entertain  no  expectation  that  his  niajejly  will  retaxy  or  evsr  confent 
to  fee  the  Netherlands,  remain  a  part  of  France?— M.  de  It 
Croix  replied, Cf  he  faw  no  profpe£t,  in  this  cafe,  of  our  ideas 
ever  meeting,  and.be  defpaired  of  the  fuccefe  of  our  nego- 
tiation." 

«  Pafling  to  the  affairs  of  Spain  and  Holland,  lord  Malmef- 
bury  mentioned,  as  ftill  in  force,  the  right  vetted  in  Great 
Britain,  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  of  oppofing  the  fcflion  of 
St.  Domingo  to  France  ;  which  M.  de  la  Croix,  regarding 
iloubtJefs  the  ftipulations  of  a  treaty  of  peace  as  altogether 
fupcrfeded  in  a  ftate  of  war,  pafled  over  with  little  notice : 
and  when  lord  Majmefbury  propofed  that,  in  return  for  the 
anftnt  of  England  to  this  ceHion,  his  Britannic  majefty 
frould  retain  Martinico,  or  St.  Lucia  and  Tobago,  M.  de  la 
Croix,  aftonimed  without  doubt  at  the  extravagance  of  the 
overture,  and  perfectly  indifferent  whether  this  confent  was 
given  or  withheld,  difmifled  the  lWbje£l. — In  relation  to 
Holland,  M.  de  la  Croix  treated  as  im practicable  any  at- 
tempt at  reftoring  the  antient  form  of  government.  He 
acknowledged,  however,  that  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
Great  Britain  would  confent  to  a  full  and  complete  reftitu- 
tion  of  the  fettlements  conquered  from  the  Dutch :  and 
when  lord  Malmefbury  fuggeded  the  Kttle  probability  there 
was  that  the  Cape  and  Ceylon  would  be  reftored,  the  French 
miaifter  launched  out  into  a  labored  dUTertation  upon  their 
value,  affirming  that  they  would  ultimately  be  of  infinitely 
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greater  importance  to  England  than  the  Netherlands  to 
France  j  and  that,  if  this  claim  was  acquiefced  in,  France 
would  hold  her  pofieflions  in  India  entirely  at  the  plcafure 
of  England.  Lord  Malmelbury,  on  the  other  hand,  profefTed 
to  confider  them  merely  as  affording  an  addition  of  fecurity 
to  England,  but  no  additional  power  of  attack  :  and  his 
lordmip  aflerted  farther,  "  that  if  thefe,  and  a  few  other  of 
the  fettlements  belonging  to  the  Dutch,  were  to  be  infifted 
upon  ftill,  it  was  impoffible  not  to  confider  the  terms  on 
which  his  majefty  propofed  peace  to  Holland  as  generous 
and  liberal." — At  the  clofe  of  the  converfation  "  M.  de  la 
Croix  again  aflced  me,"  faid  lord  Malmefbury,  "  whether, 
in  his  report,  he  was  to  ftate  the  difuniting  Belgium  from 
France  as  a  fme  qua  non  from  which  his  majefty  would  not 
depart  ?"  I  replied,  it  most  certainly  was  a  ftne  qua 
non  from  which  his  majefly  would  not  depart  \  and  that  any 
propofal  which  would  leave  the  Netherlands  annexed  to 
France  would  be  attended  with  much  greater  benefit  to  that 
power,  and  lofs  to  the  allies,  than  the  prefent  relative  fitu- 
ation  of  the  belligerent  powers  could  entitle  the  French  go- 
vernment to  expecV  M.  de  la  Croix  repeated  his  concern 
at  the  peremptory  way  in  which  I  made  this  aflcrtion,  and 
afked  whether  it  would  admit  of  no  modification  ?  I  re- 
plied, «  if  France  could  not,  in  a  contrt-projet)  point  out  a 
practicable  and  adequate  one,  ftill  keeping  in  view  that  the 
Netherlands  muft  not  be  French,  or  likely  again  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  France,  fuch  a  propofal  might  certainly  be  ta- 
ken into  confideration."  M.  de  la  Croix  by  no  means  en- 
couraged me  to  explain  myfelf  more  fully  :  he  repeatedly  faid 
that  this  difficulty  relative  to  the  Netherlands  was  one  which 

Could  NOT  BE  OVERCOME.' 

Upon  reading  with  impartial  attention  the  account  given 
by  lord  Malmefbury  of  thi3  famous  conference,  it  feems 
ftrange  to  find  his  lordfhip  conclude  with  faying,  «  that 
the  impreflion  which  remained  on  his  mind  on  parting  with 
M.  de  la  Croix,  from  the  civility  of  his  manner,  and  appa- 
rent 
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rent  readinefs  to  difcufs  the  fubjedt,  was,  that  the  negotia- 
tion would  go  on,  though  he  faw  little  profpedt,  of  its  ter- 
minating fucccfsfully."    On  the  contrary,  from  the  cir- 
cumdances  dated  in  the  narrative  itfelf,  it  was^  manifeftly 
impoffible  that  the  negotiation  could  go  on. — When  the 
firft  overture  was  made  by  England  in  the  preceding  fpring, 
France  pofitively  declared  that  (he  would  not  r  el  in  qui  (h 
the  conqueds  which  had  been  actually  annexed  to  the 
territory  of  the  republic.    She  had  not  fince  (hewn  the 
lead  difpofition  to  recede  from  this  declaration,  againft 
which  the  Englifh  mini  dry  exclaimed,  as  violent,  ar- 
bitrary and  unjuft.     When,   after  an  interval   of  fix 
months,  a  fecond  propofition  for  peace  was  made  by  Eng- 
land, furely  France  had  reafon  to  expect  that  the  court 
of  London  would  (hew  itfelf  at  length  willing  to  treat 
upon  that  bafis  which  was  effential  to  its  attainment ; — 
but  fhe  found  herfelf  mod  egregioufly  deceived.    A  high 
and  accomplished  ambaffador,  as  he  was  dyled,  came  to 
Paris  profefledly  inveded  with  full  powers  to  treat  with 
the  Directory.    But  the  principle  of  compenfation,  on 
which  he  wifhed  to  fet  out,  being  admitted,  it  appeared 
that  he  had  nothing  to  propofe.    An  interval,  however, 
being  allowed  to  receive  indrultibns,  the  plan  of  a  ge- 
neral pacification  was  tranfmitted  to  him  from  London, 
which  proved  to  be  nothing  more  or  lefs  than  a  fweep- 
ing  propofition  founded  on  the  Jlatus  quo  ante  helium. 
And  it  appearing,  from  the  exprefs  and  repeated  declara- 
tions of  lord  Malmefbury,  that  the  redoration  of  the  Au- 
drian  Low  Countries  by  the  emperor,  or  at  lead  that  the 
abfolutc  relinquifhment  of  them  by  France,  was  a  Jine  qua 
non  of  the  projected  treaty,  all  the  other  modifications  of 
the  plan  fuggeded  by  lord  Malmefbury  were  of  no  avail, 
and  the  negotiation  was  inftantly  at  an  end.    On  the  next 
day,  December  18,  the  Englifh  ambaflador  was  required  by 
M.  de  la  Croix,  in  a  cold  and  concife  note,  to  give  in  his 
ultimatum  officially  in  twenty-four  hours,  with  a  pointed 
and  obvious  reference  to  the  Jine  qua  non  of  the  Englifh  ca- 
binet ; 
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binet ;  which  lord  Malmcfbury,  in  handfome  and  guarded 
terms,  declined  to  do — offering,  at  the  fame  time,  to  enter 
with  candor  into  the  difcuffion  of  the  propofals  of  his  court, 
or  of  any  counter-project  which  might  be  delivered  to  him 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive  Directory.  A  counter-project, 
however,  in  this  cafe,  where  an  irreconcileable  difference 
was  acknowledged  to  exift,  mud  be  altogether  fuperfluous : 
and  M.  de  la  Croix  informed  the  ambaffador,  as  before, 
«  that  the  Executive  Directory  would  liften  to  no  propofels 
contrary  to  their  conftitution,  their  laws,,  and  the  treaties 
which  bind  the  Republic — and  notice  was  given  to  his 
lordfliip  to  depart  from  Paris  in  eight-and-forty  hours  j 
adding  «  that,  if  the  BritHh  cabinet  is  defirous  of  peace, 
the  Executive  Directory  is  ready  to  carry  on  the  negotia- 
tions, according  to  the  above-mentioned  bafts,  by  the  re- 
ciprocal channel  of  couriers/' 

On  a  review  of  this  Grange  negotiation,  there  appears, 
on  the  part  of  the  Englifti  miniftry,  a  very  difgraceful  want 
of  fagacity,  or  a  {till  more  difgraceful  want  of  fincerity. 
This  alternative  it  is  impoflible  to  evade.    The  French  go- 
vernment had,  on  the  former  occafion,  committed  thera- 
felves  completely  on  the  fubject  of  the  annexation  of  Bel. 
gium  to  France ;  and  there  was  furely  no  ground  whatever 
to  imagine  that  they  would,  at  the  clofe  of  a  very  fuccefs- 
ful  campaign,  recede  from  a  determination  which  they  had 
at  the  commencement  of  it  fo  publicly  and  folemnly  ex- 
prefled.    When  this  determination  was  once  formed,  the 
principle  on  which  they  founded,  or  the  reafons  by  which 
they  juftified  it,  were  of  no  confequence  to  England 
the  fole  praftical  queftion  to  be  refolved  was,  whether  it 
were  expedient  to  continue  the  war  for  the  chance  of  wreft- 
ing  the  Auftrian  Low  Countries  from  France  by  force  ?  It 
would  indeed  have  Amplified  the  bufmefs,  and  have  de- 
prived their  arch-enemy,  Mr.  Pitt,  of  a  plaufible  topic  of 
declamation,  had  the  Executive  Directory  avowed  their  re* 
folution  to  retain  the  province*  in  queftion,  in  the  language 

already 
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already  fanclloned  by  the  ufe  of  the  Englifli  miniftry,  «  as 
an  indemnity  for  the  paft,  and  a  fecurity  for  the  future." 
The  French  government  was  no  lefs  juftifiable  in  making 
the  retention,  than  the  Englifli  the  reftitution,  of  the  Low 
Countries  a  fine  qua  non  of  the  negotiation ;  and  Mr.  Pitt 
himfelf  could  not  have  denied,  that  for  fuch  general  refo- 
lution  not  to  treat,  but  upon  certain  conditions  of  advan- 
tage previoufly  fpecified,  the  practice  of  regular  and  approved 
governments  might  be  adduced.    Not  to  advert  to  remoter 
inftances,  a  very  few  years  had  elapfed  fince  the  court  of 
London,  after  much  idle  menace  and  blufter  indeed,  yielded 
to  a  pretenfion  of  this  nature  advanced  by  one  of  her  pre- 
fcnt  allies,  the  emprefs  of  Rufllaj  who,  in  her  late  war 
with  Turkey,  had  conquered  and  infilled  upon  retaining 
pofleflion  of  Oczakow,  and  the  furrounding  country  from 
the  Bog  to  the  Neuter,  as  a  preliminary  of  peace.  With 
regard  to  the  ambaffador,  lord  Malmefbury,  it  was  mani- 
fest.,  from  the  whole  tenor  of  his  correfpondence,  and  par- 
ticularly his  long  and  elaborate  account  of  the  conference 
with  M.  de  la  Croix  (December  18),  that  his  talents  had 
been  extremely  over-rated.    When  the  negotiation  plainly 
turned  upon  a  fingle  point,  he  wandered  into  tedious  dif- 
cuflkms  wholly  irrelevant,  ornamenting  his  difcourfe  with 
turns  of  wit  not  very  brilliant,  intermixed  with  arguments 
ad  hominem  not  very  conclufive.    His  addrefs  and  manners 
were  notwithftanding  perfectly  decorous  and  polite ;  and 
his  diplomatic  ability  appears  not  to  have  been  unequal  to 
a  negotiation  requiring  nothing  beyond  ready  and  fpecious 
converfation  upon  fuch  fubje&s  as  might  be  fuppofed  to 
occur  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  politics.    Upon  the  whole, 
as  it  could  fcarcely  be  imagined  that  the  Englifli  miniftry 
entertained  the  moft  diftant  expectation  that  France  would 
be  induced  to  recede  from  her  claim  refpedling  Belgium, 
too  much  countenance  was  afforded  to  the  fufpicions  ex- 
prefled  by  the  Executive  Directory,  relative  to  the  Cncerity 
of  the  court  of  London,  and  their  jealoufy  «  that  the  ftep 
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taken  by  that  court  had  no  other  object  than  to  obtain  for 
the  Britifli  government  the  favorable  impreffion  which  al- 
ways accompanies  the  firft  overture  for  peace/'  to  which 
they  might  have  added  the  advantage  accruing  to  the  Britifli 
mirufters  from  keeping  up  the  farce  of  negotiation  and  pa- 
cification at  home. 

While  this  famous  negotiation  was  pending,  Mr.  Burke, 
who  had  now  no  longer  a  feat  in  parliament,  publifhed  a 
moil  furious,  fanguinary,  and  frantic  pamphlet,  entitled 
•«  Thoughts  on  a  Regicide  Peace     in  which  he  urged,  in 
his  chara&eriftic  manner,  the  profecution  of  the  war  as  a 
war  ad  tnternecionenu    Deploring  deeply  the  puGIlanimity 
of  Mr.  Pitt  in  making  thefe  difgraceful  advances  to  the  re- 
gicide foe,  he  loftily  exclaims  : — "  The  minifter  had,  in 
this  conflict,  wherewithal  to  glory  in  fuccefs,  to  be  confoled 
in  adverfity.    If  it  were  not  given  him  to  fupport  the 
falling  edifice,  he  ought  to   bury   himfelf  under  the 
ruins  of  tht  civilifcd  world."    Throughout  this  extraordi- 
nary performance,  which  cvery-where  bears  the  marks  of 
great  but  eccentric  genius,  the  writer,  rifing  to  the  fub- 
limeft  heights  of  terrific  eloquence,  may  be  compared  to 
the  Spirit  of  Loda,  "  coming  in  the  roar  of  a  thoufand 
ftorms,  and  Scattering  battles  from  his  eyes    *  or  to  the 
image  in  Calphurnia's  dream — blood  fpouting  at  every  pore. 
Yet  this  very  man,  previous  to  his  being  pofTeflTed  by  this 
dxmoniac  phrenfy,  could  fay,  in  the  words  of  truth  and 
fobernefs,  "  I  cannot  conceive  any  being  under  Heaven, 
which  in  its  infinite  wifdom  tolerates  all  forts  of  exiftences, 
more  odious  and  difgufting,  than  an  impotent  helplefs  crea- 
ture, without  civil  wifdom  or  military  fkill,  bloated  with 
pride  and  arrogance,  calling  for  battles  which  he  is  not  to 
fight."    This  was  happily  the  laft  effort  of  a  pen  which  had 
long  been  taught  to  inferibe  only  characters  of  blood.  Fall- 
ing into  a  lingering  illncfs,  increafed  no  doubt  by  the  mor- 
bid irritability  of  his  mind,  this  grand  incendiary  of  Europe 

expired, 

•  Poems  of  Ossiak — Caric-thura,  Vol.  I. 

Digitized  by  Google 


GEORGE  HI.  319 

expired,  in  a  few  months  after  this  period,  at  once  the  ob- 
ject of  pity,  of  abhorrence,  and  of  admiration. 

The  young  king  of  Sweden,  Guftavus  IV.  having  re- 
cently attained  to  the  age  of  majority,  the  regency  of  the 
duke  of  Sudermania,  his  uncle,  who  had  governed  that 
kingdom  for  four  years  with  great  wifdom  and  moderation, 
was  now  at  an  end  \  and  it  was  foon  perceivable  that  the 
fame  caution  and  fagacity  no  longer  governed  the  Swedilh 
councils,  which  feemed,  from  this  time,  to  be  entirely  un- 
der the  influence  of  the  court  of  St.  Petersburg.  Baron 
Stael,  the  Swedilh  ambaflador  at  Paris,  was  replaced  by  M. 
Renhaufen,  a  determined  enemy  of  die  republic.  Repre- 
fentations  having  been  made  to  the  court  of  Stockholm, 
without  effect,  againft  this  nomination,  M.  Renhaufen  re- 
ceived a  peremptory  order  from  the  minifter  of  the'  police 
to  leave  Paris  j  and  the  French  envoy,  in  return,  received 
a  fimilar  notice  to  quit  the  city  of  Stockholm  ;  and  all  ap- 
pearances portended  a  fudden  rupture  between  the  two  na- 
tions.   This  event  might  poflibly  be  retarded  by  the  unex- 
pected death  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  who  died  at  this  cri- 
tical juncture,  Nov.  6,  1796,  by  a  ftroke  of  apoplexy, 
without  any  previous  illnefs*  retaining,  to  the  age  of  fixty- 
feven  years,  her  health,  her  vigor,  and  talents  for  govern- 
ment, unimpaired  and  undiminilhed.    Conformably  to  her 
artful  and  infidious  policy,  fhe  had,  from  the  very  com- 
mencement of  hoftilities  againft  France,  exerted  her  influ- 
ence in  fomenting  the  flames  of  difcord,  and  in  inftigating 
other  potentates  to  the  attack,  while  (he  herfelf  ftood  aloof 
from  the  conteft,  at  a  fafe  and  cautious  diftance.    She  did 
not  hefitate  very  openly  to  exprefs  her  contempt  of  the 
meafures  of  the  Englifh  court,  and  of  the  political  abilities 
of  the  minifter  by  whom  they  were  chiefly  directed  •,  pro- 
filing great  admiration  of  the  talents  of  Mr.  Fox,  whofe 
fagacity  and  eloquence  had  fo  happily,  in  a  late  inftance, 
prevented  a  rupture  between  Great  Britain  and  RufTia  5 
and  whofe  buft,  wrought  by  the  famous  fculptor  Nollikens, 
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in  obedience  to  her  order,  fhe  caufed  to  be  placed  between 
thofe  of  Cicero,  and  Demofthenes.  This  extraordinary  wo- 
man, who  had  attained  the  fummit  of  power  by  very  quef- 
tiooabie,  if  not  criminal  means,  governed  the  empire  of 
Ruflia,  for  the  fpace  of  thirty-four  years,  with  uninter- 
rupted fuccefo  and  reputation  :  but  the  gloridus  adHons  of 
her  reign  were  blended  with  injuftice,  and  ftaincd  with 
cruelty;  and,  in  the  accompiimment  of  her  ends,  (he 
never  hefirated  with  refpe&  to  means.  Her  fucceffor  in 
the  imperial  throne  of  the  Ruffias  was  her  only  fon  by  the 
late  czar  Paul  Fetrowitz  ;  of  whom  the  emprefs  had  en- 
tertained fo  great  a  diflike  and  jealoufy,  that  he  was,  during 
her  life-time,  little  known  in  any  public  or  political  capa- 
city. But  the  general  idea  formed  of  his  character  was 
very  far  from  being  favorable  to  the  new  emperor,  who, 
by  the'few  acquainted  with  his  difpofition  and  temper,  was 
laid  to  be  weak,  violent,  haughty,  and  capricious. 

Nearly  at  the  fame  time  alfo  died  Vi&or  Amadeus,  king 
of  Sardinia,  in  an  advanced  age: — an  event  which  produc- 
ed no  fenfible  cffe&  upon  the  general  politics  of  the  conti- 
nent. He  was  fucceeded  in  his  precarious  throne  by  his 
fon  the  prince  of  Piedmont. 

■ 
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BOOK  XVIL 

Ssffion  of  Parliament*.  1 796-^7.    Pacificatory  Speech  from  the 
Throne*     Remarkable  Proteft  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam.  New 
Levies  of  Marines*.  Militia,  and  Cavalry,   Statement  of  Fi- 
nance*    National  Loan*    Illegal  Advance  of  Money  to  the 
Emperor*     Motions  of  Mr*  Grey  and  of  Mr.  Fox  relative 
to  the  fame*     Mejfage  from  the  King  to  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament >  announcing  the  Failure  of  the  Negotiation  for  Peace* 
Debates  upon  the  Mejfage,  and,  Addrefs  to  the  Throne.    State  1 
of  Parties*     Derangement  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land.    Bank  of  England  flops  Payment*    Affairs  of  the 
Bank  inveftigated  by  Parliament*    Second  National  Loan* 
Pacificatory  Motions  y  by  the  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Mr.  Pollen. 
Dangerous  Mutiny  in  the  Fleet.    Important  Motion  of  the 
Earl  of  Moira  refpeding  Ireland — And  of  Mr*  Fox  on  the 
fame  fubje£t*    Petitions  to  the  King  for  the  removal  of  Mi- 
ni/lers.   Addrefs  for  the  Removal  of  the  Firfi  Lord  of  the 
Treafury  moved  by  the  Earl  of  Suffolk.  Addrefs  for  the  Dif- 
miffton  of  Mini/lers  moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  AU 
derman  Combe.  Motion  by  Mr.  Grey  for  a  Reform  in  Par- 
liament*   Motion  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  for  the  Difmiffion 
<f  Mini/lers.    Scottifb  Militia  Bill*    Seffion  of  Parliament 
terminated*  Projecl  of  a  new  Adminiflration — Rejected  by  the 
King.  Military  Tranfaclions  in  Italy.  Battle  of  Rivoli.  Ge- 
neral Provera  furrenders.    Capitulation  of  Mantua.  Au- 
ftrians  retreat  beyond  the  Brenta*    Capture  of  Trent*  Ge- 
neral Buonaparte  enters  the  Eccleftaflical  States.  Surrender 
of  Ancona,  Z$c.    Plunder  of  Loretto*    Peace  of  Tolentino. 
Ambajfy  to  St.  Marino*    Archduke  Charles  fuperfedes  Mar- 
finl  Alvitizi*     Auflrians  entrench  themfelves  behind  the 
Tagliamento.  Entrenchments  forced.    Infpruck  and  Brixen 
VOL.  I  if.  Y  captured 
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captured  by  the  French.    General  Buonaparte  offers  Peace 
to  the  Archduke.   Auflrians  again  defeated  at  Neumark  and 
Hunfmark.    Alarm  of  the  Court  of  Vienna.    Critical  &- 
tuation  of  General  Buonaparte.    Preliminaries  of  Peace 
Jrgned  at  Leoben.    Subverfion  of  the  Venetian  Government — 
And  likewife  that  of  Genoa.    Foundation  of  the  Cifalpinr 
Republic.    Operations  on  the  Rhine.   Defcent  of  the  French 
on  the  Coajl  of  Wales.    Viclory  obtained  over  the  Spanijb 
Fleet  by  Sir  John  Jervis.    Unfuccefsful  Attach  on  the  IJle 
of  Tetter  iff e.    Capture  of  Trinidad.    Failure  at  Porta  Rico. 
Vitlory  over  the  Dutch  Fleet  by  Admiral  Duncan.  Interior 
State  of  France.   Royalift  Confpiracy  again/}  the  Govern* 
merit.     Formidable  Oppofition  to  the  Directory  in.  the  Coun- 
cils.    Triumph  of  the  Directory.    Frefh  Attempt  of  the 
Court  of  Londcn  to  negotiate  with  France — Lord  Malmtf- 
bury  a  fecond  Time  appointed  Ambajfador — Progrrfi  and 
abrupt  Conclufton  of  ihe  Negotiation.    State  of  the  Gallican 
Church.     Origin  of  the  Seel  of  the  Theophitanthropip. 
Treaty  of  Campo  Farmio.    Congrefs  at  Rafladt.    State  of 
America.    Extraordinary  Reception  of  the  American  Cotn- 
miffioners  at  Paris.     Arreft  of  the  Portuguefe  Ambajfador. 
Death  of  Count  Bernjlorf — And  of  the  King  of  Prvflia, 
National  Thanh/giving. 

i 

The  new  parliament  was  convened  at  a  feafon  of  the 
year  unufually  early,  viz.  the  <>th  of  October  ( 1 796).  The 
fpeech  from  the  throne  afforded  much  fatisfa&ion,  as  the 
harbinger  of  returning  peace.  "  I  have  omitted  no  endea- 
vours," faid  his  majefty,  "  for  fetting  on  foot  negotiations 
to  reftore  peace  to  Europe,  and  tofecure  for  the  future  the 
general  tranquillity.  The  fteps  which  I  have  taken  for  this 
purpofe  have  at  length  opened  the  way  to  ah  immediate  and 
direct  negotiation,  the  iflue  of  which  mull  either  produce 
the  defirable  end  of  a  juft,  honorable,  and  folid  peace,  for 
us  and  for  our  allies,  or  mull  prove  beyond  difpute  to  what 

caufe  alone  the  prolongation  of  the  calamities  of  war  niufl 
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be  afcribed. — The  fortune  of  the  war  on  the  continent  has 
been  various,  and  the  progrefs  of  the  French  armies  threat- 
ened at  one  period  the  utmoft  danger  to  all  Europe  •,  but 
from  the  honorable  and  dignified  perfeverance  of  my  ally 
the  emperor,  and  from  the  intrepidity,  discipline,  and  in- 
vincible fpirit  of  the  Auftrian  forces,  under  the  aufpicious 
conduct  of  the  archduke  Charles,  fuch  a  turn  has  lately 
been  given  to  the  courfe  of  the  war  as  may  infpire  a  well- 
grounded  confidence  that  the  final  refult  of  the  campaign 
will  prove  more  difaftrous  to  the  enemy  than  its  com- 
mencement and  progrefs  for  a  time  were  favorable  to  their 
hopes." 

The  addrefies  moved,  being  cxpreflcd .  in  general  and 
moderate  terms,  were  acceded  to  with  little  oppofition  in 
both  houfes  ;  excepting  that  lord  Fitzwilliam,  who  had  im- 
bibed, in  all  their  extent,  the  violent  opinions  of  Mr.  Burke, 
and  who  confidered  peace  with  France  as  involving  in  it 
danger,  mifchief,  and  ruin  to  England,  entered  on  the 
journals  of  the  peers  a  very  elaborate  proteft,  affigning  no 
lefs  than  ten  diftin£fc  reafons  for  refuGng  to  concur  in  an 
addrefs  of  approbation  for  fetting  on  foot  the  prefent 
negotiation. 

'  Mr.  Fox  congratulated  the  houfe  of  commons  that  his 
majefty's  minifters  had  at  length  done  what  he  had  for  three 
years  earneftly  advifed  j  but  he  lamented  that  this  meafurc 
had  not  been  adopted  before  a  hundred  millions  had  been 
fpent,  and  a  hundred  thoufand  lives  been  facrificed,  in  this 
bloody  and  fruitlefs  conteft.  He  faid  he  did  not  wiih  to 
recollect,  much  lefs  to  retaliate,  the  reproaches  and  in- 
vectives formerly  pronounced  againlt  him,  as  degrading  by 
his  counfels  the  dignity  of  the  Britifh  nation,  and  laying' 
his  majefty's  crown  at  the  feet  of  the  French  republicans. 

On  the  18th  of  October  the  houfe  of  commons  refolvcd 
itfelf  into  a  committee  to  conGder  that  claufc  of  his  ma- 
jefly's  fpeech  which  alluded  to  the  intention  manifefted  by 
the  enemv  to  attempt  a  defcent  on  thefe  kingdoms.    In  ad- 

Y  2  dition 


Digitized  by  Google 


3^4  GEORGE  lit 

dition  to  the  riaval  force  now  actually  employed,  and  which 
the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared  to  be  more  for- 
midable than  it  had  ever  been  at  any  former  period)  he  pro- 
posed—  i  ft,  a  levy  of  15,000  men,  from  the  different  pa- 
rimes,  for  the  fea-fervice,  and  for  recruiting  the  regiments 
of  the  line,  great  numbers  of  which  he  ftated  to  have  fallen 
in  defence  of  our  foreign  poffeflions  : — 2dly,  he  fuggefteda 
fupplementary  levy  of  militia,  to  confift  of  60,000  men, 
not  to  be  immediately  called  out,  but  to  be  enrolled,  offi- 
cered, and  gradually  trained,  fo  as  to  be  fit  for  fervice  in  a 
moment  of  danger  :  3dly,  Mr.  Pitt  propofed  to  raife  a  con- 
fiderable  force  of  irregular  cavalry— every  perfon  who  kept 
ten  horfes  to  provide  one  horfe  and  one  horfeman  to  ferve 
in  a  corps  of  cavalry,  thofc  who  kept  more  than  ten  to  pro- 
vide in  the  fame  proportion,  and  thofe  who  kept  fewer  to 
form  themfelves  into  clafTes,  and  decide  who,  at  the  com- 
mon expenfe,  ihould  provide  the  horfe  aYid  horfeman. 
Thefe  feveral  proportions  received  the  function  of  the  two 
houfes,  and  pafled  into  laws  ^  but  the  plan  for  railing  an 
additional  body  of  cavalry,  though  a  fecond  and  third  act 
pafled  to  explain  and  amend  the  firft,.  was  framed  in  a  man- 
ner fo  difgracefully  crude,  confufed,  and  complex,  that  it 
was  found  totally  impracticable  in  the  execution  •,  and  it 
was  in  a  great  meafure  fuperfeded  by  the  numerous  volun- 
teer corps  of  yeoman-cavalry  which  were,  about  this  time, 
embodied  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  October,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wind- 
ham, 195,000  men  were  voted  for  the  land-fervice,  and 
foon  afterwards  1 20,000  feamen  and  marines  were  voted 
for  the  naval  fervice,  of  the  year. 

In  the  beginning  of  December  the  chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer made  his  annual  ftatement  to  the  houfc,  according 
to  which  eighteen  millions  would  be  wanting,  by  way  of 
loan,  exdufive  of  five  millions  and  a  half  of  Exchequer- 
\,ills,  and  about  thirteen  millions  and  a  half  of  Navy-bills, 
which  he  propofed  to  fund ;    the  intereft  of  all  which 

amounted 
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amounted  to  upwards  of  two  millions  per  annum  of  addi- 
tional  and  perpetual  taxes.  Mr.  Pitt  took  this  opportunity 
to  acknowledge  that  he  had  made  an  actual  advance  to  the 
emperor  of  divers  fums  of  money  to  the  amount  of  about 
1,200,000/.  and  he  ihould  propofe  a  vote  of  three  million* 
to  enable  miniflers  to  give  the  neceiTary  afliftance  to  .our  al- 
lies in  cafe  we  were  obliged  to  perfevere  in  the  war. — 
Mr.  Fox  rofe,  and  with  great  warmth  and  energy  dated 

that  the  minifter  had  it  undoubtedly  in  his  power,  many 
months  ago,  to  have  coufulted  the  houfe  as  to  this  fubje& ; 
that  having  neglected  £0  to  do,  and  manifefted  a  determina- 
tion to  dilpofe  of  the  public  money  without  the  knowledge 
or  authority  of  that  houfe,  he  ought  for  this  conduct  to  be 
impeached.  And  for  what  was  this  money  thus  illegally  and 
junconftitutionally  expended  ?  Year  after  year  had  the  mi- 
lifter  calculated  upon  the  events  of  the  war  ;  and  year  after 
year  had  the  public  been  milled  by  his  calculations.  One 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  had  been  added  to  the  debt  of  the 
country,  and  rivers  pf  human  blood  had  been  made  to  flow. 
The  minifter  now  at  length  talked  of  peace  ;  but  as  his  (kill 
in  calculation  was  made  a  .matter  of  boaft,  it  might  be 
wiihed  that  he  would  one  day  fit  down  in  his  clofet,  and 
calculate  what  a  fum  of  human  happinefs  he  had  deftroyed 
.already,  what  a  wade  of  human  life  he  had  occafioned,  and 
allthis  bccaufe  he  could  not  fooner  difcover  that  the  French 
were  capable  of  maintaining  the  relations  of  peace  and 
amity." — After  thefe  obfervations,  which  did  not  admit  of 
any  anfwer,  the  refolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt  were  fuccef- 
lively  put  and  carried. 

The  meafure  thus  adopted  by  the  minifter,  of  clan- 
xleftinely  remitting  money  to  a  foreign  court,  during  the  in- 
terval apd  even  the  fitting  of  parliament,  was  too  extraor- 
dinary not  to  attracl  the  farther  notice  of  oppofition  :  and 
when  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was 
brought  up,  Decembers,  Mr.  Fox  again  took  occafion  ear- 
neftly  to  remjeft  the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  this  fubjeft. 

«  Had 
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«  Had  minifters,  he  remarked,  found  themfcrves  calkd 
upon  by  an  imperious  fenfe  of  duty,  when  parliament  was 
not  fitting,  to  grant  a  pecuniary  aid  to  the  empeTor,  and 
upon  the  meeting  of  parliament  had  fubmitted  the  rcafons 
of  their  conduct  to  the  judgment  of  the  houfe,  the  cafe 
would  have  differed  very  widely  from  the  prefent.    In  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  three  months  of  the  preceding  parliament 
repeated  applications  were  made  to  them  refpe&ing  their  in- 
tentions of  granting  or  with-holding  pecuniary  affiftance  to 
the  emperor  5  but  they  preferved  a  profound  filence  on  the 
fubjeft  -9  and  we  now  find  that  a  great  part  of  the  money 
had  been  remitted  to  the  emperor  when  parliament  was 
actually  fitting.     Did  the  right  honorable  gentleman  fancy 
himfelf  better  qualified  to  judge  of  the  time  and  extent  of 
the  afliftance  neccflary  to  be  granted  than  the  houfe  of 
commons  ?  As  long  as  the  queftion  was  open  to  debate  and 
difcuflion,  the  houfe  was  kept  in  total  ignorance  relating  to 
it :  they  are,  however,  ultimately  informed  of  the  tranfac- 
<ion  — but  at  what  period  ?  When  the  money  has  been 
paid,  and  deliberation  is  precluded.    Mr.  Fox  hoped  that, 
on  this  occafion  at  leaft,  parliament  would  vindicate  its  own 
dignity  and  importance.    If  the  houfe  fhould  fubmit  to  this 
daring  encroachment  on  their  rights,  and  the  commons 
fhould  relinquifli  the  -guardiaufhip  of  the  public  purfe, 
there  would  be  little  left,  after  the  late  violent  encroach- 
ments on  the  conftitution,  to  diftinguifh  our  government 
from  that  of  abfolute  monarchies." 

Mr.  Pitt  aflerted,  in  reply,  «  that  the  general  principles 
dated  by  Mr.  Fox  were  fubjeft  to  limitation  ;  that  in  the 
heft  and  pureft  seras  of'the  conftitution  extraordinaries  2nd 
votes  of  credit  had  been  recognifed  as  warranted  by  the 
fpirit  of  it.  He  allowed  that  the  minifter  who  excrcifed 
the  difcretion  veiled  in  him  improperly  was  not  exempt 
from  cenfure  ;  but  the  manner  in  which  he  underftood  the 
limitation  referred  to  he  would  flate  when  called  upon  to 
make  his  defence." — The  houfe  of   commons  did  not, 
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however,  appear  entirely  to  enter  into  the  views  of  the 
rninifter  upon  this  momentous  topic,  nor  feem  difpofed  to 
grant  him  their  unreferved  confidence  on  a  point  which  fo 
nearly  afic&ed  both  their  privileges  and  their  power. 

Sir  William  Pulteney,  one  of  the  comparatively  few  in- 
-dependant  members  who  ufually  voted  with  Mr.  Pitt,  de- 
clared, w  the  concern  and  aftonifliment  which  he  felt  at 
this  unconftitutaonal  appropriation  of  public  money  by  the 
minifter.  It  was  vindeed  an  undoubted  and  unfortunate 
'truth  that  extraordinaries  and  a  vote  of  credit  muft  be  granted 
in  every  year  of  a  war ;  but  furely  fubfidies  to  foreign  princes 
could  never  be  intentionally  included  in  them.  New  and 
urgent  circumftances  might  occur  to  render  the  excrcife  of 
minifterial  discretion  proper ;  but  here  -the  circumftances 
were  known  and  public.  The  dilemma  to  which  the  houfe 
was  reduced,  from  the  neceflity  they  were  under  either  to 
confirm  a  tranfa&ion  fo  contrary  to  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  conftitution,  or  by  any  retrofpe£fcive  refolution 
•to  fliake  the  confidence  of  their  allies  in  the  public  faith 
thus  pledged  by  the  minifter, -was  a  great  aggravation  of  his 
mifcondu&  :  and  it  was  his  opinion  that  a  ftrong  mark  of 
cenfure  ought  to  be  inflicted  by  the  houfe,  in  order  for  ever 
to  prevent  any  fimilar  violation  of  their  moil  eflential 
privileges." 

Mr.  Grey  remarked,  "  that  the  infenfibility  of  the  Jhoufe 
on  former  occafions  to  the  danger  which  threatened  the 
conftitution  had  encouraged  the  minifter  to  venture  upon 
this  daring  meafure ;  and  that  his  boldnefs  had  xifen  in  pro- 
portion to  the  obfequioufnefs  of  parliament.  From  the  infpec- 
xxon  of  the  papers  before  thehoufe,"Mi^Greyfaidf "  it  appear- 
ed that  the  whole  of  the  money  had  been  remitted  during  the 
fitting  of  parliament,  excepting  the  trifling  fum  of  77,000  /. 
Will  the  houfe,  on  fuch  a  great,  conftitutional  queftion  as 
the  prefent,  be  Satisfied  with  pompous  declamation  ?  Surely 
there  is  a  barrier  beyond  which  even  the  complaifance  of 
that  afiembly  would  not  allow  his  rnajefty's  minifters  to 
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extend  their  predatory  enrichments.  Fife  as  the  cond*& 
of  the  lad  parliament  had  been,  he  did  hot  believe  they 
confidered  their  vote  of  credit  as  conveying  any  fuck  power 
to  minifters ;  and  he  appealed  to  thofe  gendemen  prefent 
who  were  members  of  the  former  hodfe  of  commons, 
whether,  at  the  tifne  the  vote  paflfed,  they  were  in  the  rer 
motefl  degree  aware  that  they  were  giving  two  mtMions  and 
•a  half  of  money  to  the  emperor.— Mr.  Grey  moved  that  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  Bill  of  Supply  flioutd  be  poftponed 
till  the  next  day ;  and  he  would  then  move  the  houfe  to 
refolve  that  the  minrfter  had  been  guilty  of  a  high  crime 
and  mifdemeanot." 

Mr.  Wilberforce,  who  for  two  feffion3  earneftry,  and 
tiot  without  fome  effect  fcptfn  the  houfe,  and  ftill  more 
upon  the  public  at  large,  dppofed  the  ruinous  and  frantic 
meafures  of  the  mtnifter,  had  been,  for  a  confiderable  time 
pait,  evidently  wavering  in  his  conduct  \  and  he  embraced 
the  prefent  opportunity  to  demortftrate  to  the  World  that 
he  was  now  again,  from  a  difyofition,  as  thofe  who  were 
friendly  to  him  reprefented,  weak  not  depraved,  capricious 
not  corrupt,  as  ready  and  Willing  as  the  mod  fetvile  in- 
ftrument  of  government  to  defend  the  worft  of  men  m  ihe 
commifiion  of  the  worft  of  deeds.  This  gentleman  declared 
himfelf  "  averfe  to  poftponing  the  vote  of  fupply  even  for  a 
fingle  day ;  and  averred  that  the  vote  of  credit,  if  examine^ 
attentively^  would  he  found  to  convey  an  impreflion  that 
miriifters  were  authorized  in  employing  the  money  en- 
trufted  to  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  the  public  exigencies 
might  require." — After  a  long  and  ardent  debate  the  houfe 
divided  •,  and  the  numbers  appeared  to  be,  58  for,  and  104 
againft,  the  propofed  poftponement  of  the  fupply. 

In  order  to  compel  Mr.  Pitt  to  ftate  the  fpectfic  grounds 
on  which  he  ventured  upon  a  ftep  fo  rnanifeftly  contrary  to 
the  fpirit  of  the  conflitution,  and  by  no  means  in  ccnfiftcncy 
with  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe,  and  much  lefs  of  the  nation, 
Mr.  Fox,  on  the  14th  of  December,  moved,  "  That  his 
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.  majefty's  miniftcrsj  having,  at  different  times,  and  during 
'  the  fitting  of  parliament,  directed  the  iflue  of  various  fums 
of  money  for  the  fervice  of  his  Imperial  majefty,  &c.  have 
acted  contrary  to  die  tTuft  repofed  in  them,  and  have  there- 
by violated  the  oonftkutional  privileges  of  this  houfe." — 
This  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Combe,  one  of  the  re-  ' 
prefentatives  of  the  city  of  London,  « in  willing  obedience/* 
•  as  he  faid,  "  to  the  inftructions  of  his  conftituents,  who, 
in  common-hall,  had  that  day*  in  the  moil  exprefs  manner, 
directed  their  reprefentatives  to  cenfure  the  conduct  of 
minifters  in  granting  away  the  public  money  without  con»- 
fent  of  parliament.  He  alfo,  as  a  merchant,  obferved,  that 
the  difedunting  of  the  bills  drawn  for  the  piirpofe  of  re- 
mitting money  to  the  emperor  had  been  productive  of  ex- 
treme inconvenience  both  to  the  Bank  and  to  the  mercan- 
tile intereft,  and  had  occafioned  an  alarming  deficiency  of 
circulating-caw."— Mr.  Pkt  now  rofc  moft  reluctantly  in  his 
own  defence,  which  confided  merely  in  citing  a  feries  of 
parliamentary  precedents  totally  irrevelant  to  the  que  ft  ion, 
as  they  referred  exclufively  to  the  remiflion  of  fums  during 
the  recefs  of  parliament,  for  purpofes  of  urgency  which 
could  not  be  forefeen  previous  to  the  prorogation,  or  which 
had  been  actually  ftated  to  the  houfe  as  likely  to  occur, 
and  for  which  a  vote  of  credit  had  been  avowedly  granted. 
To  relieve  the  minifter  from  his  difgraceful  embarraflment, 
an  amendment  to  Mr.  Fox's  motion  was  at  length  propofed 
by  one  of  his  more  moderate  partizans,  purporting,  "  that 
advancing  the  feveral  fums  of  money  in  the  account  then 
before  the  houfe,  for  the  fervice  of  his  Imperial  majefty, 
though  not  to  be  drawn  into  precedent  but  upon  occafions 
of  special  necessity,  was  a  juftifiablc  cxercife,  under  the 
circumfiances  of  the  cafe,  of  the  difcretion  veiled  in  his  ma- 
jetty's  minifters  by  the  vote  of  credit."  The  circumftances 
of  the  cafe,  it  will  be  remembered,  were,  that  the  houfe 
of  commons  was  actually  fitting  when  the  money  was  re- 
pitted  ;  that  the  minifter  ftudioufly  avoided  the  moft  dif- 
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tant  intimation  of  his  intention  to  grant  pecuniary  afllftance 
to  the  emperor  when  called  upon  for  that  purpofe ;  and 
thai  the  vote  of  credit  wai  made  a  mere  cloak  and  pretext 
-  for  this  infamous  and  daring  impofition  on  the  houfe  and 
the  public,  for  which,  in  former  times,  no  punishment 
lhort  of  that  which  this  abandoned  and  apoftate  minifter 
had  attempted  to  inflt&  on  thofe  whofe  object  it  was  to 
rectify  tliefe  monftrous  abufes  by  a  radical  reform  in  par- 
liament, would  have  been  deemed  too  feverc.  The  houfe, 
,  after  long  and  vehement  debate,  at  length  divided  upon  the 
amendment— Ayes  285,  Noes  81. 

On  the  27th  of  December,  a  meffage  from  the  king  was 
laid  before  the  houfe  of  peers  by  lord  Grenville,  dating, 
«  That  the  negotiation,  which  an  anxious  de(ire  of  peace 
had  induced  him  to  open  at  Paris,  had  been  abruptly  ter- 
minated by  the  French  government;"  and  his  lordftiip 
moved  an  addrefs  to  the  throne,  approving  the  conduit  of 
minifters  in  all  the  particulars  of  this  tranfa&ion  :  to  which 
the  carl  of  Guildford  propofed  an  amendment,  dating  the 
mifcondu&  of  minifters  during  the  whole  of  the  prefent 
war,  and  charging  them  with  infincerity  in  every  part  of 
the  negotiation.  This  produced  an  animated  debate,  which 
terminated  in  the  approval  of  the  addrefs  by  a  great  majority. 

On  the  30th  of  December,  Mr.  Pitt  moved  the  houfe  of 
commons  to  take  into  confederation  a  Gmtlar  meiTage  delivered 
to  the  houfe.  Upon  this  occaGon  the  minifter  pronounced  one 
of  the  mod  eloquent,  and  at  the  fame  time  one  of  the  moft 
inlidious  and  fophiftical,  harangues  of  which  there  is  any  ex- 
ample in  parliamentary  hiftory.  He  prefaced  his  fpeech  with 
an  exordium,  lamenting  in  impaflioned  terms  the  failure  of 
the  late  negotiation.  He  faid  "  that  he  had  fondly  hoped 
we  (hould  have  been  relieved  from  the  conteft  into  which 
we  had  been  forced  againft  our  will, — a  conteft  produced 
by  the  repeated  aggreflions  of  an  imperious  enemy,— a 
conteft  undertaken  from  motives  of  inevitable  neceflity, 
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undertaken  to  preferve  our  conftitution,  to  defend  the  ge- 
neral fecurity  of  Europe,  and  from  a  facred  regard  to  that 
good  faith  which  we  had  pledged  to  our  allies.  From  thefc 
caufes  we  were  forced  into  a  ftate  of  warfare  5  and,  whilft 
they  continued  to  operate,  we  were  alfo  determined  to  per- 
fevere ;  and  the  regret  he  felt  was  therefore  without  de- 
_  fpondency,  his  difappointment  without  defpair.  We  had 
not,"  he  faid,  "  ourfelves  to  blame  for  this  misfortune  •,  it 
arofe  from  the  exorbitant  pretenfions  of  our  enemies  :  no- 
thing had  been  wanting  on  the  part  of  this  country  to  re- 
ftore  peace  on  the  grounds  on  which  alone  it  was  defirable : 
for,  when  we  wifhed  for  peace,  it  was  for  a  fecure  and 
permanent  peace.— In  March  1 796  an  offer  had  been  made 
to  treat  in  that  way  which  had  been  fan&ioned  by  ufage 
and  the  general  experience  of  nations.  The  offer  was  met 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  by  advancing  a  preliminary  of 
fuch  a  nature  that  no  man  could  ferioufly  juftify  and  fup- 
port  it.  The  anfwer  to  Mr.  Wickham  was  founded  upon 
what  France  chofe  to  call  *  the  law  by  which  fhe  was 
bound.'  What  law  ?  A  law  of  their  own  making  !  a  mere 
internal  regulation!  a  principle  annulling  all  treaties,  in 
open  defiance  of  the  rights  of  Europe  and  the  received 
maxims  of  nations  ! — The  next  mode  which  was  adopted 
was  an  application  through  the  medium  of  a  neutral  minif- 
ter ;  the  ambaflador  of  the  court  of  Denmark  made  this 
application,  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  merely " 
to  know  if  they  would  fend  paflports  for  a  plenipotentiary 
to  be  fent  by  his  majefty  to  Paris.  How  was  this  appli- 
cation received  ?  For  fome  time  no  anfwer  was  made.  At 
laft  the  Danifh  minifter  was  informed — not  by  a  written 
anfwer  to  a  written  note,  but  verbally — that  if  a  minifter 
were  fent,  he  would  be  furnifhed  with  paflports  when  he 
arrived  at  their  frontier.  Had  there  been  the  moft  remote 
desire  00  the  part  of  his  majefty  and  his  minifters  to  retard 
the  negotiation,  was  not  this  enough  to  juftify  them  in 
abandoning  their  attempt  ?  But  fo  anxious  were  they  to  ob- 
tain 
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tain  the  blcfling  of  peace,  that  they  refolved  to  furmount 
thefe  difficulties,  and  a  flag  of  truce  was  Tent  over  charged 
with  a  commiffion  fimilar  to  what  had  been  given  to  the 
Danifh  minifter.  After  a  time,  the  rcqueft  was  granted 
by  the  French  government,  not  willingly,  but  of  neceffity. 
—The  firft  object  of  the  plenipotentiary  was  to  do  what 
was  conformable  to  common  fenfe  and  eftabliflied  ufage ; 
to  fix  fome  acknowledged  bans  upon  which  each  party  might 
come  forward  with  fome  degree  of  certainty  of  obtaining 
the  defired  object,  The  bafis  propofed  was  *  that  corn- 
pen  fat  ion  mould  be  made  to  France,  for  proportionable  ref- 
titutions  from  his  majefty's  conquefts  on  that  power,  for 
thofe  arrangements  to  which  {he  fliould  be  called  upon  to 
confent,  in  order  to  fatisfy  the  juft  pretentions  of  allies, 
and  to  preferve  the  political  balance  of  Europe.'  Was  there 
any  thing  to  be  found  of  low  fordid  intereit  in  this  ?  We 
propofed  to  give  up  what  the  valor  of  England  had  acquired 
— not  to  aggrandize  ourfelves  in  any  other  manner,  but  to 
preferve  our  good  faith  to  thofe  who  had  a  right  to  rely 
upon  it — The  bafts  being,  after  much  delay  and  difficulty, 
unequivocally  acknowledged,  it  was  requifite  to  confider 
what  had  been  demanded  under  the  above  circumftances : 
not  the  return  of  antient  poflefljons — not  for  liberty  to 
maintain  our  independence,  to  reject  the  fraternal  em- 
brace, and  prevent  the  organization  of  treafon :  thefe  did 
not  reft  upon  the  permiflion  of  the  enemy — they  depended 
upon  the  patriotifm  of  the  people  of  England  :  we  only  de- 
fired  to  preferve  our  good  faith  inviolate,  and  were  ready 
to  facrifice  all  our  own  advantages  to  obtain  what  we  could 
not  honorably  give  away  without  the  confent  of  the  em- 
peror. All  the  propofitions  underwent  difcuflion  between 
the  plenipotentiary  and  the  minifter.  Only  as  to  the 
Netherlands  his  majejiy  could  on  no  account  ret  rati  any 
part  of  his  proportions  ;  but  every  thing  ELSE  was  fubjetl  to 
modification  ! 
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fc  No  fooner  had  the  ambafladoT  (lord  Malmefbury)  de- 
livered in  a  projet,  and  announced  that  he  was  ready  to  en- 
ter into  the  difcuffion  of  particulars,  than  he  was  ordered 
to  leave  Paris,  and  the  negotiation  to  be  carried  on  by  means 
of  couriers.  Such  was  the  ftudied  infult  that  had  been  of- 
fered to  his  majefty  V 

"  The  Directory  demanded,  not  as  an  ultimatum  but  as  z 
preliminary,  to  retain  all  thofe  territories  of  which  the  chance 
of  war  had  given  them  a  temporary  pofleflion,  and  refpecl:- 
mg  which  they  thought  proper,  contrary  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions, to  pafs  a  conftitutional  decree,  declaring  that  thefe 
fhould  not  be  alienated  from  the  republic.    But  this  per- 
verfe  and  monftrous  claim,  in  virtue  of  which  territories 
acquired  by  force  of  arms  were  annexed  to  a  flate  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war  in  which  fuch  acquifitions  were 
tirade,  could  never  be  fuppofed  to  fuperfede  the  treaties  of 
other  powers,  and  the  known  and  public  obligations  of  the 
feveral  nations  in  Europe.     It  was  impoflible  that  the  fe- 
parate  aft  of  a  feparate  government  could  diflblve  the  ties 
^  fulfilling  between  other  governments,  or  extend  to  the  abro- 
gation of  treaties  previoufly  concluded.    Yet  this  had  been 
the  pretention  to  which  the  French  government  laid  claim, 
and  the  acknowledgment  of  which  they  had  held  out  as  a 
preliminary  of  negotiation  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and 
his  allies. 

"  There  was  no  principle  of  the  law  of  nations  clearer 
than  this— that  when,  in  the  courfe  of  war,  any  nation 
acquired  new  poflcflions,  that  fuch  nation  had  only  tempo- 
rary right  to  them,  and  that  they  do  not  become  property 
till  the  end  of  the  war:  for,  fuppofing  the  conqueror  to  infift 
upon  retaining  them,  becaufe  he  had  pafled  a  law  that  they 
fhould  not  be  alienated,  might  not  the  neighbouring  powers, 
or  even  the  hoftile  power,  a(k  who  gave  him*  the  right  to 
pafs  it?  or  what  authority  had  he,  as  a  feparate  ftate,  by  any 
annexation  of  territory,  to  cancel  exifting  treaties,  and  deftroy 
the  equilibrium  eftablifhed  amongft  nations  ?    Were  this 
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pretenfion  tolerated,  it  would  be  a  fource  of  eternal  hoftility, 
and  a  perpetual  bar  to  negotiation  between  the  contending 
parties,  becaufe  the  pretentions  of  the  one  would  be  totally 
irreconciieable  with  thofe  of  the  other :  this,  in  the  inftance 
of  France,  had  been  as  inconGftent  in  its  operations  as  it  had 
been  unfounded  in  its  origin.  The  poffeflions  which  they  had 
loft  in  the  war  in  the  Weft  Indies  they  had  made  dependent 
parts  of  the  republic.  Tobago,  which  had  been  loft  in  the 
preceding  war,  and  which  was  recovered  in  the  prefent  by 
Britim  arms,  was.  made  a  part  of  indiviGblc  France ;  nor 
mould  he  be  furprifed  to  hear  that  Ireland,  in  confequence 
of  their  intention  to  invade  it,  was  conftitutionally  annexed 
to  the  republic  1 — Allowing,  however,  that  the  decree  in 
queftion  was  a  valid  principle  of  the  French  conftitution, 
was  it  an  evil  without  a  remedy  ?  No  :  M.  de  la  Croix  con- 
fefled  it  might  be  remedied  but  not  without  the  inconve- 
nience of  calling  the  primary  affemblies.  And  were  we  then, 
after  all  our  exertions  to  obtain  peace,  after  being  baffled 
in  all  our  efforts  by  the  pride  and  obftinacy  of  the  French 
government,  our  propoGtions  flighted,  and  our  ambaffador 
infulted,— were  we  now  to  confent  to  facrifice  our  eneage- 
ments,  and  to  violate  our  treaties,  becaufe,  forfooth,  it  would 
be  fome  inconvenience  to  call  their  aflemblics,  in  order  to 
cancel  a  law  incompatible  with  the  principle  of  fair  negoti- 
ation ?  Shall  we  fo  far  forget  our  honor,  our  dignity,  and  our 
duty,  as  to  acquicfee  in  fuch  conditions  ?  But  this  is  not  all 
the  degradation  to  which  they  would  have  us  fubmit — We 
mult  engage,  and  as  a  preliminary  too,  to  make  no  propo- 
fitions contrary  to  their  conftitution  and  the  treaties  which 
bind  the  republic  ! 

"  This  reftri&ion  is  more  unrcafonable  than  the  other. 
The  republic  may  have  made  fecret  treaties  which  wc  know 
nothing  about  and  yet  that  government  expe&s  that  we  are 
not  to  permit  our  propoGtions  to  interfere  with  thefe  treaties, 
llov/  can  we  know  what  the  Dutch  have  ceded  to  France, 
or  whether  France  may  not  have  an  oath  never  to  give  up 
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the  territories  ceded  to  her  by  Holland  ?  What  fecrct  ar- 
ticle may  be  contained  in  her  treaty  with  Spain,  guarantee- 
ing the  reftitution  of  Gibraltar,  or  fame  important  pofief- 
fion  belonging  to  his  majefty  ?  And  after  accepting  terms, 
of  which  we  are  entirely  ignorant,  in  what  fituation  do  we 
ftand  ?  We  at  laft  arrive  at  the  diCculBon  of  the1  government 
which  France  may  choofe  to  give  to  Italy,  and  of  the  fate 
which  flic  may  be  pleafed  to  aflign  to  Germany-  In  fa&,« 
the  point  is  not  how  much  you  will  give  for  peace,  but  how 
much  you  will  fuffer  to  purchafe  difgrace.  In  thefe  cir- 
cum  fiances,  then,  are  we  to  perfevere  in  the  war  with  an 
clergy  worthy  of  the  Britifh  name,  or,  by  fending  couriers 
to  Paris,  to  proftrate  ourfelves  at  the  feet  of  a  flubborn  and 
fupercilious  government,  to  do  what  they  require,  and 
fubmit  to  what  they  impofe  ?  I  hope  there  is  not  a  hand 
m  his  majefty's  councils  who  would  fign  the  propofals,  a 

heart  in  this  houfe  which  would  fanftioa  the  meafure,  or 

» 

an  individual  in  the  Britifli  dominions  who  would  ad  as 
the  courier."  * 

To 

*  la  the  celebrated  pamphlet  of  Mr.  Erflcine  (View  of  the  Caufes  and 
Confequences  of  the  War)  are  to  be  found,  p.  66—74,  fome  admirable  ob-' 
fervations  on  the  conduct  of  this  negotiation,  and  on  Mr.  Pitt's  Angularly 
grofs  mifreprefentation  of  the  caufes  of  its  rupture.    **  The  whole  proceed- 
»>g.**  fy*  Mr.  Erflcine,  "  it  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  this :— The  court 
•f  London  having  refolved  upon  a  ftne  qua  **/»,  which  they  did  not  at  firft 
communicate,  and  which  was  in  dire<&  oppofition  to  the  former  public 
Jin*  qua  n$n  of  France,  as  exprefTed  in  the  March  preceding,  propofe  mutual 
compenfation  as  the  bafts  of  negotiation.    Ti  e  Executive  Dire&ory  being 
determined  not  to  adopt  that  bafis  of  compenfation  which  mould  break  ia 
upon  their  former  determination  not  to  cede  the  territory  of  -the  republic, 
anfwer, '  That  they  cannot  accept  compenfation  as  a  bafis,  unltfs  they  know 
what  it  comprehends ;  and  they  therefore  demand  of  lord  Malmefbury  to  ftate 
his  fpecific  propofition  of  compejifafion,*    This  demand  the  ambalTador, 
in  pUrfuance,  of  hi*  inftructions,  of  courfe  rcfufe%  until  the  Directory  ihouhl 
firft  admit  the  bafut.    After  a  confiderable  length  of  time  in  this  dilute 
about  nothing,  the  fpecified  demand  of  compenfation  was  tranfmittcd  to, 
aad  delivered  by,  lord  Malmcfbury,  in  whieh  England  demanded  retti- 

Utiou 
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To  this  fpccious  and  fplendid  harangue  Mr.  Fox  made  % 
moft  able  and  memorable  reply,  marfted  with  all  the  in- 

genuoufnefs, 

tution  to  the  emperor  on  the  footing  of  the  fatus  ante  helium.  This  demand 
was  not  exprefled  in  terms  as  a  fine  qua  non,  or  ultimatum,  upon  the  face  of 
the  confidential  memorial ;  but  in  the  collateral  difcufllon*  with  M.  de  la 
Croix  it  a j  expreffed  as  a  rosrrivs  ultimatum,  that  Belgium  OiouSd  not 
remain  as  a  part  of  France— -The  Directory  therefore  repeated  their  former 
ultimatum  upon  that  point,  viz.  '  that  they  would  liften  to  no  propofal  con* 
trary  to  the  conllitution,  to  the  laws,  and  to  the  treaties  which  bind  the 
republic**  Tliis  anfwer  being  ultimatum  againft  ultimatum,  upon  a  partH 
eular  point,  the  negotiation  was  brought  to  an  inevitable  coactufioa ;  and 
k  is  felf-evident  that  this  mud  have  been  its  fate,  in  one  day  or  in  one 
hour,  if  Great  Britain,  aware  with  the  reft  of  Europe  of  the  former  deter- 
mination of  France  regarding  Belgium,  and  determined  to  continue  to  re- 
fift  that  pretention,  had  aflced  her  at  oust  whether  (he  would  confent  to 
modify  or  abandon  it  I 

"  When  the  details  of  this  negotiation  came  to  beconfidered  in  the  houfc 
of  commons  on  the  30th  of  December  laft,  the  minifter  difplayed  all  that 
dexterity  and  ability  for  which  he  is  fo  remarkable.  His  objcA  was  to  con- 
ceal from  the  houfc  all  thefe  obvious  concluGons,  and  to  incenfe  the  par* 
liament  and  the  nation  at  the  infolent  unfounded  pretences  of  France, 
which  defeated,  by  their  unparalleled  abfurdity  and  inadmiffibility,  the 
carncft  anxiety  of  minifter s  for  peace.  He  wifely,  therefore,  and  ably  and 
dtxtroufly,  kept  in  the  i>ack  ground  the  thing  refufed  whidi  formed  the  ob* 
ftacle;  he  prudently  fuppreffed  the  details  of  his  own  a  dm  in  i  ft  rat  ion,  which 
had  given  to  France  both  the  power  and  the  temper  to  refufe  the  demanded 
ccflion  of  Belgium even  the  danger  of  fuffering  Belgium  to  remain  with 
France  was  much  funk  in  his  argument,  and  the  evil  mainly  infilled  upon 
was  her  unfounded  rerfon  for  re  lifting  the  ccflion.  He  not  only  enlarged  upon 
the  injuftice  of  a  nation  finally  annexing  a  territory  acquired  during  the  war, 
—•forgetting  the  annexation  of  Corfica  by  his  majefty's  folemn  acceptance 
of  its  crown,— but,  appealing  to  the  French  Conftitution,  he  denied  that 
it  eftabliihed  the  annexation  of  the  Bdgic  provinces.  This  part  of  the 
minifter's  fpcech  was  by  far  the  moft  labored,  argumentative,  and  ingeni- 
ous; in'ontuch,  that  I  could  not  help  being  ftruck  in  the  moment  with  the 
force  of  that  characleriftic  infirmity  which  feems  to  impel  him,  as  it  were 
by  a  law  of  his  nature,  always  to  ad  upon  one  principle  under  the  pretext 
of  another.  The  putting  forward  the  reafon  of  refufal,  and  keeping  buJc 
the  value  of  the  thing  refufed,  and  the  chance  of  retrieving  it  by  continu- 
ing the  war,  was  only  the  parade  and  juggle  of  the  day— It  waa  to  hide 
from  the  houfc  and  the  country  that  we  were  actually  co  be  at  war  for 
Belgium." 
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gemioufnefs,  the  generoGty,  and  profound  political  dis- 
cernment, which  had  fo  long  diftinguifhed  the  parlia- 
mentary efforts  of  this  great  and  Unrivalled  ftatefman.  He 
began  by  obferving  w  that  the  fubjedt  before  them  de- 
manded, no  lefa  from  its  fingularity  than  its  magnitude, 
the  deepeft  confidcration.  After  a  war  of  four  years'  dura* 
don,  and  which  they  had  been  repeatedly  told  was  a  war  of 
unparalleled  glory  and  fuccefs — a  war  certainly  unparallel- 
ed in  refpect  to  the  torrents  of  blood  which  had  been  (bed, 
and  to  the  treafure  which  had  been  expended  in  the  profe* 
cution  of  it — fo  far  are  we  from  having  gained  any  object 
for  which  we  originally  embarked  in  hoftilities,  that  the 
minifter  had  that  night  come  forward  in  an  elaborate 
fpeech,  the  intention  of  which  was  to  prove  that  the  enemy 
was  become  more  unreafonable  in  their  pretenfions  than 
ever.  It  would  have  been  fome  Satisfaction,  in  defcanting 
upon  the  extravagance  of  thefe  demands,  had  we  been  in-*  * 
formed  by  what  means  the  right  honorable  gentleman  pro- 
pofes  to  reduce  them.  How  often  have  we  been  told,  that 
the  refources  of  the  French  nation  were  exhaufted— that 
they  were  not  only  on  the  verge,  but  in  the  gulf  of  bank- 
ruptcy !  Their  exertions  became  the  more  miraculous  in 
proportion  as  their  ruin  was  the  more  confidently  foretold* 
After  the  egregious  failure  of  his  former  predictions,  what 
claim  can  the  minifter  poffefs  to  the  confidence  of  this  houfe 
in  the  prefent  moment  ?  If  Belgium  could  be  reconquered 
by  magnificent  boafts  or  pompous  declamations  within  thefe 
walls,'  we  (hould  not  have  been  reduced  to  the  neceflky  of 
negotiating  for  its  reffitution,  but  have  dictated  the  terms 
of  peace  long  ago  in  the  centre  of  Paris.  Previous  to  the 
commencement  of  this  fatal  conteft,  with  what  earneft 
efforts  did  I  labor  to  petfuade  this  houfe  of  the  propriety  of 
fending  an.  ambaflador  to  Paris,  who  might  certainly  have 
treated  with  every  profpect  of  fuccefs but  thofe  efforts 
were  wholly  unavailing.  And  when  it  is  aflerted  that  lord 
Malmefbury  was  difmified  in  a  way  altogether  unprcce- 
VOL.  iik  7.  dented, 
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dented,  the  right  honorable  gentleman  muft  furely  hare 
forgotten  the  manner  in  which  M.  Chauvelin  was  fent 
from  this  country.  In  every  negotiation  the  difficulty  of 
coming  to  any  definitive  arrangement  muft  be  infinitely  in- 
creafed  by  the  mutual  prevalence  of  diftruft  between  the 
parties.  And  if  that  diftruft  was-  juftifiable  on  our  part, 
might*  not  thofe  who  have  been  abufed  by  minifters  with 
every  term  of  invc&ive  and  reproach  which  language  affords, 
be  allowed  to  entertain  in  return  fome  diftruft  of  them? 
Could  they  fail  to  recoiled^  in  receiving  the  aiTurances  of 
lord  Malmefbury's  "  high  confideratiorr,"  that  lord  Auk- 
land  was  created  a  peer  for  denouncing  them  to  the  world 
as  miscreants  who  ought  to  be  put  under  the  fword  of 
the  law  ?*  Two  years  ago,  the  minifter,  when  prefled  upon 

the 

*"  From  the  month  of  May,  1789  ;  that  is  to  fay,  as  foon  as  principle*  of 
political  liberty  began  to  emanate  from  the  Conftitutional  Affernbly  ;  "  from 
that  moment  ir  became,"  fays  an  excellent  political  writer, «« the  diurnal  talk 
of  every  newfpaper  under  the  influence  of  the  Englifh  Treasury  to  abufe  the 
revolution,  to  pervert  every  good,  to  exaggerate  every  evil,  to  mutilate  and 
mifreprefent  every  fa&,  to  traduce  and  outrage  the  whole  French  nation  in 
every  femiment  and  operation."— —  Utrum  horum  ? 

A  diftinguiihed  writer  already  repeatedly*  quoted,  and  whofc  publication! 
confuting  of  twenty-four  pages  only,  feenis  dilated  by  the  mouth  of  wif- 
flom  upon  the  fame  fubjed,  thus  exprcflcs  himfelf :  "  A  mere  offer  to  put 
an  end  to  hoftility,  while  all  the  caufes  and  all  the  effedb  of  rooted  hatred 
remain,  can  impofc  on  no  man.  There  muft  be  a  real  difpofition  to  peace ; 
and  this  muft  be  manifefted  by  a  temperate,  if  not  amicable,  language,  and 
by  all  the  ads  of  kindnefs  and  conciliation  which  a  ftatc  of  war  will  admit 
of ;  otherwise  the  forms  of  a  negotiation  avail  nothing.  If,  while  you  offer 
peace  in  terms,  your  ad  ion*  and  difcourfes  indicate  nothing  but  fufpicioo, 
hatred,  and  revenge,  you  may  poffibly  purchafc  a  ceflation  of  arms  by  coc- 
ccflions  and  facrifices ;  but  you  leave  the  comity  entire,  and  ftrengthen  it 
againft  you  by  the  price  you  pay  for  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  it*  effects. 
YVhilft  the  negotiation  lafted,  inveclives  and  abufe  againil  the  French  Di- 
redory  went  on  as  ufual,  or  with  very  little  interruption,  in  the  newfpaper* 
paid  and  inftruded  by  our  government.  Every  man  in  Loudon  knows  that 
thefe  papers  fpeak  the  language  of  minifters,  and  that  they  are  kept  in  con- 
stant pay  on  purpofe  to  prepare  the  public  to  adopt  the  fcutiments  and  view* 

-  * 
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the  fubje£r.  of  peace,  made  ufe  of  the  memorable  words, 
"  When  France  is  in  a  condition  to  preferve  the  relations 
of  peace  and  amity."    But  when  was  (he  proved  incapable 
of  fuftaining  thofe  relations  ?  Since  that  aera  fhe  has  made 
and  maintained  peace  with  Pruffia,  Spain,  Naples,  Tufcany, 
and  the  princes  of  Germany.     How,  with  fuch  open 
avowed  opinions  on  our  part,  can  you  expect  to  conciliate 
confidence  ?  To  negotiate  with  efFecl,  you  muft  relinquim 
your  angry  paflions  and  your  inveterate  prejudices,  which 
were  the  original  caufe  of  the  war.    If  the  country  thinks 
the  adminiftration  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman  a  hle[fing% 
they  muft  choofe  between  that  bleffing  and  peace.    In  a  ne- 
gotiation, fuch  as  that  we  are  now  inveftigating  the  merits 
of,  a  degree  of  franknefs,  perhaps  imprudent  in  other  cir- 
cumftanccs,  would  have  been  the  trueft  and  wifeft  policy. 
The  abilities  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman  are  con* 
fefiedly  great  in  a  certain  line,  and  as  far  as  certain  purpofes 
go ;  but  they  are  not  fuited  to  the  peculiar  and  critical  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  prefent  times.    It  is  now  more  ntceffary 
than  at  any  other  period  to  a£r.  with  a  noble  and  generous 
fincerity  ;  inftead  of  which  the  whole  tranfa&ion  difplays 
the  marks  of  prevarication,  fubterfuge,  and  evafion.  Lord 
Malmefbury,  who  had  at  firfl  no  terms  to  propofe,  was  af- 
terwards inftrutled  to  bring  forward  fuch  as  could  not  be 
fuppofed  to  undergo  much  difcuflion — fuch  as  could  not 
fail  readily  to  attain  the  purpofe  of  being  reje&ed.    If  fuch 
confequence  attached  to  Belgium,  that  a  peace  could  not  be 
concluded  without  its  reftitution,  furely  the  Cape  and  Cey- 

2  2  Ion 

of  government.  The  French  know  it  as  well  wc  do;  and  rhis  knowledge 
governs  their  opinion  of  our  fincerity,  much  more  than  the  formal  declara- 
tions and  diplomatic  phrafei  in  ufe  among  minifters." 

*  ^«3f'M  Stata/;  p.  ii. 
Such  was  the  cafe  in  the  former  war.  "  Thii  outrageous  language  rela- 
tive in  America,"  fay*  Mr.  Burke,  in  one  of  hi*  political  tra&s, "  which  has 
been  encouraged  and  kept  alive  by  every  art,  has  already  done  incredible 
mifchicf.— Can  it  be  true  loyalty  to  any  government  to  flatter  their  pride 
and  paluons,  rather  than  to  cnlightio  their  rcafwo  i" 
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Ian  ought  to  have  been  offered  for  it    It  muft  be  un- 
doubtedry  an  object  of  great  regret  to  fee  Belgium  annexed 
to  the  territories  of  the  republic :  but  when  negotiating 
upon  a  profefled  bafis  of  compenfation,  let  not  miniflers 
offer  brafs  for  gold.    Could  it  be  ferioufly  expected  that 
France  would  relinquifli  her  conquefts  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, Germany,,  and  Italy,  for  the  pretended  equivalent 
offered  by  the  Engjifh  ambaflador  ?  You  muft  carry  on  the 
war  for  ever,  unlefs  your  negotiations  are  refumed  on  other 
terms  than  thofe  which  have  been  rejected.    The  Jtne  qua 
von9  with  refpect  to  Belgium,  is  evidently  the  caufe*of  the 
abrupt,  though  perhaps  not  unexpected,  iflue  of  the  million 
of  lord  Malmelbury.  The  ambaflador  having  declared  ver- 
bally, though  in  pofitive  terms,  to  M.  de  la  Croix,  his  raa- 
jefty's  determination  not  to  relax  upon  that  point,  was  afked 
for  his  ultimatum  in  writing,  which  being  refufed,  he  was 
then  ordered  to  depart  the  kingdom.    But  are  we  likely, 
by  the  expenditure  of  a  hundred  thou  fan  d  more  lives,  and 
a  hundred  millions  more  money,  to  effect  the  recovery  of 
Belgium  by  force  of  arms  from  the  French  ?    Will  the  mi- 
nifter  declare,  in  plain  terms,  that  the  war  is  continued, 
and  peace  indefinitely  removed,  upon  that  hopciefs  contin- 
gency ?  Looking  to  the  incapable  and  difailrous  manner  in 
which  the  war  has  been  conducted  by  the  prefent  miniflers, 
what  have  we  to  expect  but  a  repetition  of  misfortunes— a 
continual  progrefs  from  bad  to  worfe  ?  I  conjure  the  houfe 
to  weigh  the  fubject  well,  to  confider  its  immenfe  im- 
portance, and  to  meet  the  queftion  openly  and  fairly.  If 
the  recovery  of  Belgium  is  in  future  to  be  the  object  of  the 
war,  let  miniflers  declare  it  explicitly,  that  the  members  of 
this  houfe,  and  the  public  at  large,  may  know  to  what  ex- 
tent they  are  pledged  to  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  war, 
tlie  confequences  of  which  were  too  dreadful  to  anticipate. 
With  refpect  to  the.  harm  language  ufed  by  the  French  in 
the  negotiation,  had  not  that  of  miniflers  been  equally  pe- 
remptory ?  We  had  declared  our  refblution  not  to  relinquifh 
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Ceylon  and  the  Cape  in  terms  as  ftrong  as  they  had  ufed  not 
to  reiinquiih  Belgium.    Upon  what  principle  thefe  recipro- 
cal conquefts  were  determined  to  be  retained  was,  compa- 
ratively fpeaking,  of  no  moment.    But  had  not  the  Conven- 
tional Aflembly  of  France  as  good  and  valid  a  right  to  annex 
the  Low  Countries  to  the  republic  as  the  executive  govern- 
ment of  this  country  to  annex  Corfica  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  ?    And  would  not  the  fame  language  have  been 
*ifed  by  us,  reijpe&ing  Corfica,  as  the  French  had  held  re- 
fpe&ing  Belgium,  if  we  had  equally  the  power  of  enforcing 
it  f  After  all,  was  the  Imperial  court  a  party  to  this  de- 
mand ?  No  ;  it  was  a  Rnt  qua  nonf  made  in  a  matter  which 
primarily  concerned  the  emperor,  but  to  which  he  had  ne- 
ver formally  aflented,  and  which  we  did  not  know  whether 
he  himfelf  would  infift  upon." — Mr.  Fox  concluded  a  molt 
luminous  and  mafterly  fpeech,of  which  the  foregoing  (ketch 
is  a  faint  and  feeble  refemblance,  by  moving,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  addrefs,  in  fubftance,  "  that  this  houfe  had 
learnt,  with  inexprelfible  concern,  that  the  negotiation  for 
the  reftoration  of  peace  had  been  unhappily  fruftrated.  fa 
£0  awful  and  important  a  crifis  the  commons  felt  it  their 
duty  to  fpeak  to  his  majefty  with  that  freedom  and  ear- 
Mftnefs  which  ^became  men  anxious  to  prefexve  the  honor 
-of  the  crown,  and  to  fecure  the  mterefts  of  the  people. 
They  deplored  that,  from  the  memorials,  &c.  fubmitted  to 
their  confederation,  his  majefty'^  minifters  appear  not  to 
have  been  fo  fincere  in  their  profeflions  for  peace  as  their 
repeated  declarations  had  indicated.    The  iniiiKerity  of  the 
overtures  made  for  that  purpofe  was  to  be  inferred  from 
their  having  in  fitted,  as  ajtne  qua  nott,  on  the  furrender  of 
the  Netherlands  by  France.    That  this  houfe  had  farther 
to  regret  that  his^maje(ly?s  minrfters  had  repeatedly  refufed 
10  enter  into  any  negotiation  with  the  French  republic)  upon 
the  arrogant  and  infulting  pretence  that  the  government  of 
France  was  not  capable  of  maintaining  the  relations  of  peace 
and  amity  amongfl  nations*  and  on  this  unfounded  affump- 

fcon 
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tion  had  advifed  his  majcfty  to  continue  a  war  ruinous  in  it- 
felf,  after  the  defection  of  the  major  part  of  bis  majefty's 
allies.  That  his  faithful  commons  will  therefore  proceed  to 
inveftigate  the  caufes  of  that  mifconduc"t,  on  the  part  of  his 
majefty's  minifters,  which  has  involved  this  nation  in  her 
prefent  misfortunes*  and  produced  the  failure  of  the  late 
negotiation." — Upon  the  divifion,  previous  to  which,  as  on 
other  critical  qucftions,  vaft  numbers  of  the  members  left 
the  houfe,  the  amendment,  thus  powerfully  enforced,  was 
rejected  Wy  2 1 2  to  37  voices. 

THE  date  of  parties  in  Great  Britain,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  1 797*  was  very  extraordinary.    The  mi- 
ll ifter,  Mr.  Pitt,  had  now  been  in  office  thirteen  years  5 
and  through  a  remarkable  concurrence  of  circumftances, 
though  he  had  originally  rifen  into  power  by  means  the 
mod  queftionable,  and  that  power  had  appeared  to  reft 
upon  a  foundation  the  moft  precarious,  he  was  now  fup- 
ported  in  office  by  what  might,  on  a  tranfient  view,  be  well 
mi  (taken  for  the  whole  ftrength  and  riches  of  the  kingdom. 
He  poflcfled  the  entire  confidence  of  the  king,  of  a  vaft  ma- 
jority of  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  of  jhe  biftiops  and 
clergy,  of  the  landed  proprietary,  of  the  gTeat  monied  and 
mercantile  interefts.    To  this  Yaft  combination  what  could 
be  oppofed  ? — Firft,  A  comparativcly-fmall,  but  highly-re- 
fpc&able,  minority  of  the  different  claflesof  rhe  community 
here  enumerated,  at  die  head  of  whom  it  was  confidently 
hoped  and  believed  was  the  prince  of  Wales,  whofe  natural 
fagacity  and  liberality  of  difpofition  had  led  him,  after  the 
firft  tranfient  moments  of  alarm,  to  a  total  difapproval  of 
the  weak  and  wicked  fyftem  of  .minifterial  policy  : — and  bis 
fentiments  were  not  the  lefs  firm  and  decifive  becaufe  his 
political  prudence  induced  him  to  abftain  from  an  open 
and  offenfive  avowal  of  them.    Secondly,  A  clear  majority 
of  houfe-holders  of  the  middle  ranks,  who  were  much  lefs 
under  the  influence  of  government  tljan  their  fuperiors,  and 
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^whofe  alarms  had  never  reached  to  the  fafhionable  pitch  of 
extravagance.  Thirdly,  The  generality  of  men  of  fpeculation 
and  literature,  including  not  merely  the  theorifts,  who  de- 
lighted in  forming  benevolent  but  vifionary  ideas  of  reform, 
but  that  fmall  and  highly-eftimable  clafs  of  men,  combin- 
ing with  their  literary  and  philofophical  acquirements  a  per- 
fect knowledge  of  the  great  volumes  of  human  nature  and 
human  life. — To  adopt  the  language  of  the  celebrated  mo- 
narch of  Pruflia,  «  II  y  a  dans  tous  les  etats  un  nombre  de 
citoyens,  gens  fenies,  qui,  loin  du  tumulte  des  affaires,  les 
envifagent  fans  paflion,  et  en  jugent  par  la  meme  fainement ; 
tandis  que  ceux  qui  tiennent  en  main  le  gouvcrnail  ne  voi- 
ent  les  objets  qu'avec  des  yeux  fafcines :" — fuch  were  the 
men  whom  Mr.  Pitt  had  reafon  to  regard  as  his  mod  deli- 
berate and  determined  enemies.     Fourthly,  The  bulk  of 
the  lower  orders,  who  felt  heavily  and  experimentally  the 
evils,  the  mifchiefs,  and  burdens,  of  the  war. — A  remark- 
able   inftance  of  the  animofity  of  the  populace  againft 
Mr.  Pitt  had  occurred  on  the  preceding  9th  of  November, 
when  the  minifteT,  according  to  eftablifhed  ufage,  attending 
the  annual  feaft  at  Guildhall,  on  the  election  of  a  lord- 
mayor,  was  treated  by  the  mob  aflembled  on  the  occafion 
with  every  fpecies  of  infult  and  outrage.  On  advancing  from 
St.  Paul's  to  Cheapfide  his  carriage  was  violently  aflaulted, 
and,  had  not  the  doors  been  fecured  by  internal  faftenings, 
it  would  have  been  forced  open  to  the  imminent  danger 
of  his  perfon  — whilll  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
received  with  all  die  popular  demonftrations  of  joy  and 
affetlion. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war  the  remittances  to  the 
emperor  and  other  foreign  powers  prefled  fo  heavily  on  the 
Bank  of  England,  that  early  in  the  month  of  January,  1795, 
the  court  of  directors  informed  the  chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, "  that  it  was  their  wlih  he  would  arrange  his 
finances  for  the  year  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  depend  on 
anv  further  amlhnce  from  them."     Thefe  remonftrances 

were 

Digitized  by 


344 


GEORGE  HI. 


were  renewed  in  the  months  of  April  and  July  in  the  fame 
year    and  on  the  8th  of  O&ober  following  they  fent  a 
written  paper  to  the  minifter,  which  concluded  by  dating 
u  the  abfolute  neceflity  which  they  conceived  to  exift  for 
diminiftiing  the  fum  of  their  prefent  advances  to  government, 
the  laft  having  been  granted  with  great  reluctance,  on  their 
party  on  his  prcifing  felicitations."  In  an  interview  with  the 
chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  which  took  place  on  the  23d  of 
the  fame  month,  on  the  loans  to  the  emperor  being  mention- 
ed, the  governor  allured  Mr.  Pitt  "  that  another  loan  of  that 
fort  would  go  near  to  ruin  the  country."    And  on  the  8th  of 
November,  1795,  the  governor  informed  the  chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  "  that  the  daily  large  drains  of  fpecic  from 
the  Bank  filled  the  minds  of  the  directors  with  ferious  ap- 
prehenfions  ;  and  that  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs  he 
mud  not  rely  on  any  aids  from  them,  not  even  the  Vote  of 
predit  and  Supply  bills." 

In  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  year,  the  re-iterated  demands 
of  Mr.  Pitt  appear  to  have  occafioqed  extreme  uneafinefs  in 
the  breaft  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank,  who  neither  knew 
how  to  comply  or  to  refufe.    In  the  month  of  July,  hav- 
ing applied  for  two  advances  of  800,000  /.  each,  one  imme- 
diate, and  the  other  in  the  courfe  of  the  month,  the  court 
confented  reluctantly  to  accommodate  the  Treafury  with 
the  firft  of  thefe  fums,  but  fignified  their  difapproval  of  the 
fecond  demand.  Mr.  Pitt,  on  receiving  a  copy  of  the  rcfolu- 
ttons  from  the  governor,  faid,  u  he  was  obliged  to  the  court 
for  what  they  did  grant,  which  he  (houjd  accept  of  j"  but 
added,  «  that  it  would  be  of  no  material  ufe  urdefs  the 
other  requifition  were  complied  with."    And  in  a  letter, 
dated  July  28,  1796,  he  again  urged  the  court  of  directors 
to  advance  the  fecond  fum  of  800,000  /. — adding  hir  «  far- 
ther and  earned  requeft  that  the  Bank  would  alfo  make 
provifion  for  the  payment  of  fuch  Treafury  bills  as  may  be- 
come payable  in  the  months  of  Auguft,  September,  and 
Qdtober ; — in  default  of  which  the  moft  ferious  and  dif- 
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fretting  cmbarraflmcnts  to  the  public  fcrvicc  muft  arife."  The 
court,  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  agreed  "  with  great  re- 
luctance, and  contrary  to  their  wifties,"  to  adopt  their  own 
words,  «  to  advance  the  fecond  fum  of  800,000  /.  and  alfo 
to  provide  for  the  bills  which  {hould  fall  due  in  the  month 
of  Auguft,  but  not  afterwards  j  and  this  upon  condition 
the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  engage  that  a  new  mode 
of  paying  the  Treafury  bills  (hall  be  adopted  immediately  on 
the  meeting  of  parliament,  as  the  court  declared  themfelves 
determined  not  to  continue  the  prefent  mode  of  discharging 
them  any  longer."  This  rcfolution  was  accompanied  by  an 
excellent  memorial  prefented  in  form  to  Mr.  Pitt  by  the  go- 
vernor, for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  being  laid  before  his 
majefty's  cabinet  council.  In  this  "  ferious  and  iblemn  re- 
rnonftrance,"  as  they  term  it,  the  directors  declare,  "  that 
nothing  could  induce  them,  under  the  prefent  circumftances, 
to  comply  with  the  demand  now  made  upon  them,  but  the 
dread  that  their  refufal  might  be  productive  of  a  greater  evil, 
and  nothing  but  the  extreme  preflure  and  exigency  of  the  cafe 
can  in  any  lhape  juftify  them  for  acceding  to  this  meafure  ; 
and  they  apprehend  that  in  fo  doing  they  render  themfelves 
totally  incapable  of  granting  any  farther  afliftancc  to  govern- 
ment during  the  remainder  of  this  year,  and  unable  even  to 
make  the  ufual  advances  on  the  land  and  malt  for  the  en- 
fuing  year,  (hould  thofe  bills  be  pafled  before  Chriftmaa. 
They  lifcewife  confent  to  this  meafure  in  a  firm  reliance 
on  the  repeated  promifes,  fo  frequently  made  to  them, 
that  the  advances  on  the  Treafury  bills  (hould  be  com- 
pletely done  away,  being  actually  fulfilled  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  parliament,  and  the  neceflary  arrangements  taken 
to  prevent  the  fame  from  ever  happening  again,  as  they 
conceive  it  to  be  an  unconstitutional  mode  of  raising 
MONET,  what  they  are  not  warranted  by  their  CHAR- 
TER to  confent  toy  and  an  advance  always  extremely  in- 
convenient to  themfelves."  This  memorial,  which  might 
have  fuflked  to  alarm  any   minifter   Ms  daring 
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in  his  fchemes  of  mifchief,  fcemed  to  produce  no  fort  of  ef- 
fect ;  and  the  requifitions  of  Mr.  Pitt  were  (till  as  urgent 
and  prelfing  as  ever.    On  the  ift  of  February,  therefore, 
(1797),  the  governor  and  deputy-governor  waited  upon  him, 
in  order  to  reprefent  how  uneafy  the  court  were  at  then- 
large  advances  for  government,  and  efpecially  on  the  Trea- 
fury  bills  paid,  which  now  amounted  to  1 1554*63  5  /.  and 
would,  in  a  few  days,  be  augmented  to  1,819,818/.  *,  and 
required  that  fome  effective  meafure  (hould  be  immediately 
taken  for  the  payment  of  the  whole  of  this  fum,  as  had  been 
fo  ferioufly  promifed  them  ihould  be  done  at  the  opening  of 
this  year.    After  much  fhuffling,  Mr.  Pitt  engaged  that 
150,000/.  Ihould  be  paid  off  every  week  of  the  arrears  of 
Treafury  bills,  at  the  fame  time  hinting  that  new  bills,  to  the 
amount  of  700,000  /.  had  appeared  from  St.  Domingo  ;  on 
which  the  governor  expreffed  great  apprehenfion,  and*  beg- 
ged that  Mr.  Pitt  would  put  off  the  acceptance  of  them,  ac- 
knowledging that  a  farther  drain  of  cam  from  the  Bank 
would  be  very  dangerous,-  as  the  quantity  of  fpecie  had  been 
of  late  very  materially  diminiihed. — Things  now  feemed  to 
be  coming  faft  to  a  crifis.  On  the  10th  of  February  Mr.  Pitt 
propofed  a  loan  for  Ireland  of  one  million  and  a  half.  At 
an  interview  which  took  place  on  the  18th,  the  governor 
told  him  "  that  fuch  a  fcheme  mutt  have  the  word  effect 
poflible  j  that  it  would  caufe  the  ruin  of  the  Bank ;  for  that 
fuch  a  loan  raifed  here  would  all  be  fent  over  in  money  to 
Ireland,  and  would  drain  rmich  of  our  fpecie  from  us."  And 
at  a  meeting  of  the  committee  on  the  next  day,  the  governor 
was  authorized  and  enjoined  to  aflure  Mr.  Pitt  "  that,  un- 
der the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Bank's  advances  to  government, 
fuch  a  meafure  would  threaten  ruin  to  the  houfe,  and  mod 
probably  bring  them  under  the  neceflity  of  {hutting  up  their 
doors."    Mr.  Pitt  neverthelcfs  pet  fitted  in  his  refolution,  de- 
claring to  the  governor  "  that  he  found  it  to  be  a  meafure  of 
government  abfolutely  neceffary,  notwithttanding  the  dif- 
ficulties and  dangers  which  they  forefaw  in'  the  execution 
a  it." 
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The  public  apprehenfions,  at  thi3  period,  of'an  impending 
invafion  from  France,  and  poffibly  alfo  the  fecret  fufpicion 
of  the  critical  fituation  of  the  Bank,  occafioned  a  run  upon 
the  Company  fo  great  as  to  excite  the  utmoft  anxiety  of  mind 
amongft  the  directors  on  the  fubject.  Each  day  alarmingly 
increafed  the  deficit.  On  the  24th  of  February  the  deputy- 
governor  and  Mr.  Bofanquet  had  another  interview  with 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  which,  having  now  gone  by  far  too  great  lengths 
to  retract,  laying  afide  their  high  tone  of  admonition  and  re- 
monltrance,  they  in  a  manner  threw  themfelves  and  the  Com- 
pany at  the  feet  of  this  defpot-minifter,  «  requefting  of  him 
to  fay  how  far  he  thought  the  Bank  might  venture  to  go  on 
paying  cafh,  and  when  he  would  think  it  neceflary  to  inter- 
fere before  the  cafh  was  fo  reduced  as  might  be  detrimental 
to  the  immediate  fervice  of  the  ftate."  Mr.  Pitt,  having  thus 
brought  the  Company  by  his  wily  arts  to  the  brink  of  ruin, 
feemed  mightily  to  exult ;  and  faid,  in  a  tone  very  different 
from  that  of  humble  felicitation,  «  that  this  was  a  matter  of 
great  importance,  and  that  he  mufl  be  prepared  with  fome 
refolution  to  bring  forward  in  the  council  for  a  proclamation 
to  flop  the  iflue  of  cafh  from  the  Bank,  and  to  give  the  fe- 
curity  of  parliament  to  the  notes  of  the  Bank  ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  he  fhould  think  it  might  be  proper  to  ap«t 
-point  a  fecret  committee  of  the  houfc  of  commons  to  look 
into  the  ftate  of  the  Bank  affairs." 

In  conformity  to  this  intimation  a  board  of  council  was 
held,  and  an  order  publifhed  on  the  26th  of  February  pro- 
hibiting the  directors  from  "  iffuing  any  cafh  in  payment 
till  the  fenfe  of  parliament  can  be  taken  on  that  fubje£r, 
and  the  proper  mcafures  adopted  thereupon  for  maintaining 
the  means  of  circulation,  and  fupporting  the  public  and 
commercial  credit  of  the  country  at  this  important  con- 
juncture." 

On  the  following  day  a  copy  of  the  order  of  council  was 
laid  before  the  two  houfes  *f  parliament,  accompanied  witfe 
4  mefTage  from  the  king,  ftating  «  that  an  unufual  demand 
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of  fpccic  having  been  made  from  different  parts  of  the 
country  on  the  metropolis,  it  had  been  found  neccflary  to 
make  an  order  of  council  to  the  directors  of  the  Bank,  pro- 
hibiting the  ifiuing  of  any  cafh  in  payment  till  the  (enfe  of 
parliament  could  be  taken."  In  both  houfes  general  ad- 
drefles  of  thanks  for  his  majefty's  gracious  communications 
were  voted,  and  committees  of  fecrefy  appointed  to  invcfc. 
tigate  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  England.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  debates  which  enfued,  very  feverc  cenfurc  and  repro-ch 
were  dealt  out  againft  thofc  who  had  brought  die  country 
into  this  novel  and  perilous  fltuation,  of  which  no  one 
could  divine  the  iflue.  It  was  remarked,  that  when  the 
minifter  prefumed  to  plead  neceflity  in.  juflification  of  an 
a&  of  power  fo  alarming,  he  ought  at  leaft  to  have  been 
prepared  to  (hew  that  the  neceflity  .had  been  occafioned 
by  no  fault  of  his  own :  on  the  contrary,  k  was  his  un- 
paralleled ramnefs  and  obftinacy  which  had  created  the  ne- 
ceflity altogether.  Let  him  repay  the  directors  the  ten  mil- 
lions they  had  advanced  in  dependence  upon  his  re-iterated 
and  fakhlefs  prpmifes :  let  him  refund  the  vaft  fums  he  had 
illegally  and  unconstitutionally  remitted  to  the  continent ; 
and  the  difficulties  they  labored  under  would  ceafe.  It 
was  not  that  the  Bank  were  unable  to  fatisfy  their  credi- 
tors, but  it  was  the  continued  demand  of  money  to  feed 
the  expenfes  of  this  ravenous  and  difaftrous  war  which  com- 
pelled them  ,to  be  unjuft.  The  directors,  in  contradiction 
jto  their  better  judgment,  were  trepanned  and  inveigled  by 
the  minifter  into  the  difgraceful  predicament  in  which  they 
ftood  ;  and  the  fatal  order  of  council  at  laft  imppfed  upon 
them  was  adopted  only  as  the  leaft  of  the  evils  to  which 
they  were  fubje&ed.  At  length  an  amendment  was  pro- 
pofed  by  Mr.  Sheridan  to  Mr.  Pitt's  motion  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee — «  That  the  fai4  committee  mould 
be  alfo  empowered  to  enquire  into  the  eaufes  which  had 
produced  the  order  of  council  o^  the  26th  of  Fdiruary  laft," 
which  was,  after  much  debate,  negatived  by  244  to  86 
voices. 
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On  the  x  ft  of  March  Mr.  Fox  moved  that  a  feparate  com- 
mittee fhould  be  appointed  for  the  purpofe  above  mentioned. 
This  was  vehemently  objected  to  by  Mr.  Pitt  as  wholly  fu- 
perfluous ;  which  indeed  was,  in  a  fenfe  moft  difgraceful 
to  himfelf,  but  too  true. — It  was  alio  oppofed  by  Mr.  Wind- 
ham, who,  be  (lowing  high  eulogiums  on  the  minifter,  was 
reminded  of  his  former  memorable  threat  while  yet  adverfe 
to  the  fyftem  he  now  fupported — «  that  he  would  ftrip  off 
the  right  honorable  gentleman's  embroidery,  and  expofe  to 
view  the  filthy  dowlas  which  lay  concealed  beneath  it/—- 
Mr.  Wilberforce  likewise,  renouncing  all  pretention  to  that 
refpe£t  which  is  due  to  candor  and  conftftency,  hefitated  not 
to  declare  "  that,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war* 
much  of  the  public  calamity  was  owing  to  the  conduct  of 
oppofition !"  To  that  fickle  and  faithlefs  part  of  the  oppo- 
sition, indeed,  which  voted  alternately  for  and  againft  the 
minifter,  without  fenfe  or  fyftem,  this  cenfure  was  but  too 
clearly  and  directly  applicable. — Mr.  Fox,  in  remarking 
upon  the  neceffity  of  the  propoied  enquiry,  afked,  "  Whe- 
ther any  man  breathing  had  any  doubt  of  the  folidity  of  the 
Bank  before  the  minifter  laid  his  rapacious  hands  upon  the 
treafure  depofited  there,  and  which  he  had  applied  to  the 
moft  unlawful  and  unconstitutional  purpofes  ?  Enquiry," 
he  faid,  "  was,  at  all  events,  -indifpenfable  ;  for,  to  ufe  the 
celebrated  argument  of  Demofthenes  to  the  Athenians,  if 
it  (hould  appear  that  the  deplorable  fituation  of  the  country 
was  brought  on  by  the  grofs  mifcondudfc  of  the  minifter, 
then  the  people  would  have  the  confolation  to  reflect  that 
their  afrairs  might  yet  be  retrieved ;  but  if,  as  the  minifter 
aflerted,  affairs  had  been  conducted  wifely  and  well,  then 
the  people  could  expect  nothing  but  inevitable  ruin." — The 
houfe  divided :  for  the  motion  67,  againft  it  141. 

Upon  the  report  of  the  committee,  it  appeared  that  the 
amount  of  demands  upon  the  Bank  was  13,770,000  /. ;  that 
their  aficts,  exclafive  of  the  permanent  debt  due  from  go- 
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vernment,  amounted  to  the  fum  of  1 7,597,000  /. ;  f<5  that 
there  remained  a  furplus  of  3,826,000/.  exclufiveof  the 
capital  fum  of  11,600,000/.  three-per-cent.  (lock,  lent  at 
diifereht  times  to  government,  on  parliamentary  fecurity. 
This  being  estimated  at  fifty  per  cent,  agreeably  to  the 
a  dual  price  of  the  three-per-cents,  the  whole  of  the  capital 
vetted  in  the  corporation  of  the  Bank,  after  the  payment 
of  debts,  amounted  to  the  vaft  fum  of  9,626,000  /.  The 
publication  of  this  report  immediately  allayed,  and  almoft 
extinguifhed,  the  execflive  alarm  excited  in  the  mercantile 
world  by  the  ftoppage  of  the  Bank.    A  bill  was  forthwith 
introduced,  confirming  the  order  of  council,  and  fufpend- 
ing  the  law  for  preventing  the  iflue  of  notes  under  &r? 
pounds'  value  ;  in  confequencc  of  which  the  circulation  of 
fpecie  was  fufpended,  and  the  kingdom  inundated  with  notes 
of  twenty  (hillings'  and  forty  millings'  value.    A  claufe  of 
the  utmoft  importance  was  alfo  inferted  for  preventing  any 
perfon  from  being  held  to  bail  who  offered  Bank-of-Engr 
land  notes  in  discharge  of  debts  ;  which  was  going,  to  ercry 
practical  purpofe,  die  length  of  making  them  a  legal  tender. 
But  as  government-collectors  and  officers  of  the  revenue 
were  not  only  permitted,  but  obliged,  by  a  claufe  of  the 
bill,  to  receive  thefe  notes  in  payment  of  taxes,  immenfe  as 
they  were  now  become,  no  confiderable  inconvenience  wa6 
in  fac"fc  felt  from  this  extraordinary  ftate  of  things  by  any 
clafs  or  description  of  perfons.    The  notes  themfelves  fufler- 
cd  not  the  leaft  depreciation;  and  the  difaftrous  confc- 
quences  which  might,  with  great  probability,  have  previ- 
oufly  been  fuppofed  to  refult  from  the  daring  and  defperate 
conduct  of  the  minifter,  were  happily  found  to  be  falla- 
cious. ^  .  > 

On  the  1  oth  of  March  Mr.  Sheridan  moved  feveral  rcfo 
lutions  relative  to  the  Bank,  of  which  the  mod  remarkable 
went  to  the  reftoration  of  the  important  claufe  in  the  origi- 
nal a&  of  king  William,  reftraining  the  Bank  from  making 
any  advanc  eb  to  government  but  on  funds  granted  by  par- 
liament, 


Digitized  by  Googl 


GEORGE  ID.  is* 

liament,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  treble  the  amount, 
and  which  was  moft  infidioufly  repealed  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  the 
feflion  of  1 793.    But  fo  far  were  the  directors  of  the  Bank 
from  concurring  in  this  meafure,  that  they  made  it  an  ex- 
prefs  fubjeft  of  their  complaint  that  they  were  required  to 
advance  money  to  government  in  an  unconftitutional  man- 
ner.   This  was  negatived  by  the  accuttomed  minifterial 
majority.— The  houfe  being  in  committee  upon  the  Bank 
Bill,  Mr.  Fox  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  to  the  fecond 
claufe,  "That  the  Bank  (hould  be  prohibited  from  making 
any  advances  to  government,  by  which  the  exifting  debt 
(hould  be  increakd,  during  the  continuance  of  the  prefent 
a&."    Had  this  amendment,  fo  obvious  and  rational,  been 
carried,  all  Mr.  Pitt's  views  of  future  and  greater  accommo- 
dation would  have  been  fruftrated ;  but  it  was,  as  ufual,  ne- 
gatived at  the  inftance  of  the  minifter,  who  had  now  com* 
pletely  fucceeded  in  converting  the  Bank  of  England  into  a 
mere  engine  of  government,  in  bringing  an  indelible  dif- 
grace  on  its  reputation,  and  in  making  it  entirely  fubfervient 
to  the  advancement  of  his  own  ruinous,  wicked,  and  frantic 
projects. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Bank  Bill,  fir 
William  Pultcney  propofed  a  claufe,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  enable  the  Bank  to  refcind  the  reftriclions  of  the  bill 
at  any  period  lefs  diftant  than  the  24th  of  June,  to  which  it 
was  originally  limited.  But  this  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  negatived,  though  by  36  voices  only. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  when  the  fupplies  of  the  year 
were  fuppofed  to  be  voted*  and  the  exigencies  of  govern- 
ment fully  provided  for,  Mr.  Pitt  fuddenly  came  forward 
with  propofals  for  a  fecond  loan,  comprehending  a  great  va- 
riety of  deficiencies,  and  covering  a  vail  mafs  of  floating 
and  unfunded  debt,  confilling  of  Exchequer-bills,  Navy- 
bills,-  &c.  adding  alfo  a  vote  of  credit  for  three  millions, 
with  a  view  to  another  prodigal  remittance  to  the  emperor. 
The  whole  fum  propofed  to  be  funded  was  precifely  eighteen 
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millions,  as  before  ;  and  for  every  100/.  in  money,  175/. 
threc-per-cent.  and  20  /.  four-per-cent.  ftock  were  to  be 
granted  by  government,  together  with  a  long-annuity  of 
6/.  6  d.  For  the  intereft  of  this  fecond  ftupendous  loan, 
raifed  upon  terms  fo  exorbitantly  ufurious,  taxes  were  again 
unpofed  to  the  amount  of  1,284,000/.  which,  conjointly 
with  the  taxes  of  the  preceding  loan,  made  up  the  fum  of 
3,416,000  /.  Such  were  the  immenfe  and  incredible  fup- 
plies  which  Mr.  Pitt  could  extort  from  the  people  of  Eng- 
land in  a  fingie  feflion,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  prefent  in- 
comprehenGble  war ;  although,  when  a  (inking  fund  was  to 
be  created  ten  years  previous  to  this  period,  he  could  never 
devife  the  ways  and  means  of  railing  one  folitary  million  for 
that  mofl  falutary  and  important  of  all  purpofes— the  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt  f  And  fo  incorrect — or,  to 
fpeak  plainly  and  properly,  fo  deteftably  deceitful — had  been 
the  eftimates  prefented  to  the  houfe  from  time  to  time,  that, 
in  the  four  years  which  had  now  elapfed  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  prefent  war,  about  fifty-one  millions  had 
been  contracted  with,  and  more  than  forty-nine  millions 
without,  the  previous  Confent  of  parliament,  as  appeared  by 
the  papers  laid  before  the  houfe. 

On  the  firft  of  May  Mr.  Pitt  moved  for  a  loan  of  three 
millions  and  a  half  to  the  emperor,  of  which  1,600,000  /< 
had  been  already  remitted.  Alfo  another  loan  of  one  mil- 
lion and  a  half  for  the  fervice  of  Ireland.  The  fum  of 
80,000  /.  was  moreover  granted  as  a  portion  to  the  pnn- 
cefs-royal,  on  her  marriage  to  the  duke  of  Wirtemberg. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  feflion  Mr.  Dundas  brought  forward 
his  ftatement  of  India  finance  \  and  in  his  fpeech  upon  this 
occafion  he  apprized  the  houfe,  that  though  there  appeared 
to  be,  from  various  caufes,  a  decreafe  of  revenue,  owing  to 
a  diminution  in  the  fale  of  certain  articles  during  die  war, 
and  an  increafe  of  military  arrangements,  the  Company's  af- 
fairs were,  notwithftanding,  as  favourable  and  as  flouriftiing 
as  the  mod  (anguine  petfon  could  wi(h  \  and  the  refolu- 
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§ 

tions  moved  by  him  in  affirmance  of  his  ftatement  were 

- 

agreed  to  with  little  oppoGtion. 

Addrcfies  to  the  throne,  of  a  pacific  tendency,  were  alfo 
moved,  during  the  feffion,  by  the  earl  of  Oxford  in  the 
upper  houfe,  and  by  Mr.  Pollen  (one  of  the  few  profelytes 
from  the  majority)  in  the  commons,  giving  rife  to  debates, 
in  which  the  queilions  refpe&ing  the  conduct  of  minifters 
relative  to  the  war,  and  the  late  abortive  attempt  at  nego- 
tiation, were  again  ably  and  copioufly  difcuued  without 
producing  any  fenfible  effect.  Mr.  Pitt  had  the  boldnefs, 
on  this  occafion,  to  declare  to  the  houfe,  «  that  peace  did 
not  depend  upon  their  declarations,  which  were  more  likely 
to  fruftrate  than  to  accelerate  this  objetV  Strange  do&rine 
from  one  who  had  been  himfelf  a  party  in  the  declarations  of 
the  houfe  which  had  been  the  means  of  terminating  the  Ame- 
rican war  !  "  We  have  tried  the  executive  government," 
faid  Mr.  Fox  in  anfwer,  "  long  enough  to  be  convinced  that 
no  good  would  be  done  by  confiding  in  the  promife  of  mi* 
nifters  any  longer.  Let  us  not  perpetually  talk  of  our 
wiflies  for  peace  ;  let  us  ufe  means  for  obtaining  it.  Let  us 
truft  minifters  no  longer  ;  let  us  vote  for  peace."  The 
divifion  in  the  upper  houfe  was  16  to  52,*  and  in  the  lower 
85  to  291. 

So 

•  The  addrrft  moved  by  the  earl  of  Oxford  was  excellently  framed,  and 
is,  from  its  merit,  entitled  to  infertion  at  full  length.  His  lordfhip  moved 
44  That  an  addrefs  might  be  prefented  to  the  throne,  to  reprefent  to  hit 
majefty,  that,  in  the  prefent  alarming  fituation  of  the  country,  the  houfe 
conGdcred  it  to  be  its  duty  to  apprize  him  of  his  own  danger  and  of  the 
ruin  which  threatened  the  nation.  That  the  (hock  which  had  been  lately 
given  to  public  credit  muft  deprive  us  of  thofc  means  whereby  we  were  en- 
abled to  hold  our  rank  amoiigft  nations,  unleft  we  were  relieved  from  ouf 
prefent  enormous  expenditure  by  an  immediate,  fincere,  and  lafting  peace. 
That  the  houfe  faw  with  concern  that  the  late  negotiation  was  broken  off 
by  the  condua  and  demands  of  his  majefty's  minifters,  and  not  by  want  of 
difpoGtion  for  peace  on  the  part  of  the  French.  That,  in  anfwer  to  the 
note  delivered  by  Mr.  Wickham,  the  Directory  declared,  that,  «  yielding 
to  the  ardent  deGre  to  procure  peace,  it  would  not  fear  to  exprefs  itfelf 
openly  :  charged  by  the  conftirution  with  the  execution  of  the  laws/It  could 
tot  make  or  liflen  to  any  propolal  which  would  be  contrary  to  them  :  the 
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So  early  as  the  month  of  February,  in  the  prefent  year, 
it  was  obferved  that  fymptoms  of  ditTatisfaftion  appeared 
on  board  the  Channel-fleet ,  and  fome  anonymous  but  not 
ill-written  letters  were  received  hy  lord  Howe,  « the  Tea- 
men's friend,'  from  Portfmouth,  dating  their  grievances, 
and  requefting  his  intereft  to  obtain  redrefs.  Thefe  com- 
plaints were  not  of  a  political  but  perfonal  nature,  and  re- 
lated chiefly  to  the  very  bad  quality  of  theiT  provifions,  and 
to  the  fcantinefs  of  their  allowance,  notwithftandirtg  the 
incredible  extravagance  of  expenditure  in  the  Navy  and 
Victualling  offices.  Thefe  intimations  being  unfortunately 
neglected,  on  the  return  of  the  fleet  to  port,  March  31,  a 
general  corrsfpondence  took  place  by  letter  from  {hip  to 
(hip,  and  at  length  it  was  unanimously  agreed  Aat  noihip 
mould  lift  an  anehor  till  the  demands  of  the  feamen  were 
compHed  with*  On  the  14th  of  April,  lord  Bridport, 
the  admiral,  unfufpicious  of  the  mutiny,  making  a  fignal  to 
prepare  for  fei,  the  feamen  of  his  own  fliip,  inftead  of 
weighing  anchor,  ran  up  the  (hrouds,  and  gave  three 
cheers,  which  were  inftantiy  aniwered  from  the  other  fliips. 

Delegates 

Conffitutional  Acl  dhl  not  permit  it  to  ctmfcnt  to  any  alienation  of  that 
which,  according  to  the  law%  coaftituted  the  territory  of  the  republic.' 
That  it  was  impoifible  his  majefty's  minifters  could  have  raifunderftood  toil 
declaration  ;  for  in  the  note  dated  Downing-ftrcet  were  thefe  word*  : '  To  a 
demand  fuchasthu  is  added  a  declaration  that  no  pcopofol  contrary  to  it  will 
be  made  cm*  liftoned  to.*    That  fix  month*  afterward*  the  miniftcrs  again 
made  overtures  for  peace;  but  in  fo  ungracious  a  manner  that  their  fiocenty 
might  reasonably  be  que  ft  i  one  d  ;  and  demanded,  at  their  sine  qjja  MON,tbofc 
very  terms  which,  before  they  began  their  negotiation,  Titer  knew  would 
be  retimed.    Thar,  under  all  thefe  circumftanccs,  the  houfe  humbly  afid 
carneftly  entreated  his  majofty  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  upon  fuch  term*  at 
France  would  be  likely  to  lift  en  and  accede  to  and  in  fuch  a  manner  as  wouii 
leave  no  doubt  of  a  pac-'fic  intention.    And  the  houfe  begged  leave  to  afore 
his  majefty  that  it  would  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  fucceis  of  fuch  a  negotia- 
tion ;  and  would  feel  confidence,  after  the  reftoration  of  peace,  that  fuch  wifc 
regulations  might  be  adopted  by  the  legislature  as  would  relieve  the  people 
from  their  burdens,  remove  every  complaint  of  unequal  reprefentation,  re- 
(lore  their  anticnt  conftitution,  and  enfure  to  hismujetty  the  affe&ioos  of  hi* 
fubjc&*,— the  glory,  piofpcri'y,  and  happinefs,  of  his  future  reign." 
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Delegates  were  then  appointed  from  each  (hip  to  reprefent 
the  whole  fleet,  who  met  in  the  admiral's  cabin  ;  and  peti- 
tions being  drawn  up,  were  prefented  to  the  admirals  then 
on  the  fpot,  praying  for  an  increafe  of  wages,  and  the  efta- 
biiihment  of  various  regulations  refpe&ing  provifions ;  and 
exprefiing  their  hope  that  a  fatisfa&ory  anfwer  might  be 
given  to  their  petitions  before  they  were  ordered  to  put  to 
fea  again  j  qualified,  however,  with  the  remarkable  excep- 
tion, «  unlefs  the  enemy  were  known  to  be  at  fea/    On  the 
17th  the  men  were  publicly  fworn  to  fupport  the  caufe  in 
which  they  were  engaged.  '  On  the  next  day  a  committee 
of  the  Admiralty,  with  earl  Spencer  at  their  head,  arrived  at 
Portfmouth,  who  made  feveral  propofitions  to  reduce  the 
men  to  obedience.    The  lords  of  the  Admiralty  next  pro- 
ceeded on  board  the  Queen  Charlotte,  and  conferred  with 
the  delegates  from  the  feamen  of  the  fleet,  who  allured  their 
lordlhips  that  no  arrangement  would  be  confidered  as  final 
until  it  mould  be  fanclioned  by  the  king  and  parliament,  and 
guarantied  by  a  proclamation  for  a  general  pardon.    On  the 
23d  the  admiral  returned  to  his  (hip,  hoifted  his  flag  again, 
and,  after  a  (hort  addrefs  to  the  crew,  he  informed  them 
that  he  had  brought  with  him  a  redrefs  of  all  their  grievances, 
and  his  majefty's  pardon  for  the  offenders.    After  fome  de* 
liberation,  thefe  offers  were  accepted,  and  every  man  re- 
turned with  cheerfulnefs  to  his  duty.    But,  in  confequence 
of  a  mod  hazardous  and  reprehenfible  delay  in  bringing 
this  bufinefs  before  parliament,  the  fpirit  of  mutiny  was 
again  excited,  and  on  the  7th  of  May,  when  lord  Bridport 
once  more  made  the  fignal  to  put  to  fea,  every  (hip  at 
St.  Helen's  refufed  to  obey.  Admiral  Colpoys,  who  attempted 
the  reftoration  of  difcipline,  was  put  under  arreft,  and  fe- 
veral lives  were  loft  in  a  (kirmiih  between  the  feamen  and 
marines.    Immediate  intelligence  of  this  new  and  alarming 
inftance  of  difobedience  being  tranfmitted  to  London, 
Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  8th  of  May,  thought  fit  at  length  to  intro- 
duce the  fubjeft  into  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  moved  for 
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the  fum  of  3  72  ,000  /.  for  nine  months*  increafed  pay  and  al- 
lowance of  provifions,  commencing  from  the  id  of  April, 
requeuing  that  this  motion  might  pafs  the  houfe,  to  avoid  all 
fnifreprefentation  by  a  filent  vote.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  « that  it 
was  by  filence  and  the  want  of  difcuflion  the  mifchief  had 
happened.  If,  when  it  was  firft  known  that  the  feamen 
were  difTatufied,  the  houfe  had  been  considered  as  entitled 
to  the  confidence  of  minifters,  and  the  bufinefs  had  been 
propef  ly  difcuflld,  the  events  of  Eafter  would  not  have  taken 
place.  But  the  delay  which  had  intervened  feemed  pur- 
pofely  meant  to  give  fcope  for  mifreprefentation.n  After  an 
angry  debate,  the  refolution  palled. 

On  the  fucceeding  day  the  fubje&  was  revived  by 
Mr.  Whitbread,  who  declared,  that  unlefs  a  fatisfactory  cxr 
planation  was  given  refpecYmg  that  fatal  delay,  for  which 
the  minifter  flood  refponfible  to  that  houfe  and  the  country, 
it  was  his  intention  to  move  a  direct  vote  of  cenfure  againft 
him.  Mr.  Pitt  ftill  perfifted  in  his  filence  ;  faying  only 
«  that  the  necefiary  time  had  been  taken  for  preparing  efh- 
mates."  After  fome  fevere  (Injures  on  the  part  of  oppofi- 
tion,  a  mefTage  wasfent  to  the  lords,  to  defire  tliat  they 
would  continue  fitting  for  fome  time ;  and  the  bill,  founded 
upon  the  refolutions  cf  Mr.  Pitt,  was  brought  in,  and  pafled 
through  all  its  ftnges  in  both  houfes  in  one  day. 

Lord  Howe  was  immediately  difpatched  to  Portfmouth 
as  the  welcome  mefTengcr  of  this  intelligence,  bearing  alfc\ 
with  the  Aft  of  Parliament,  his  majefty's  proclamation  of 
pardon  for  all  who  ihould  forthwith  return  to  their  duty. 
This  cdebrated  veteran  was  received  with  the  loudeft  ac- 
clamations of  affetYion  and  applaufe  ;  the  officers  were  re- 
in dated  in  their  commands,  the  flag  of  difaftection  wa* 
(truck,  and  die  fleet  put  to  fea  to  encounter  the  enemy. 

However  fpeedily  and  happily  this  mutiny  had  been  jp- 
peafed,  the  example  was  very  d  angerous,  and  it  was  imme- 
diately followed  by  the  North-Sea  fleet  lying  at  the  Norc, 
under  the  command  of  admiral  Buckner,  confilting  of  eleven 

dips 


Digitized  by  Google 


GEORGE  III.  357 

»  » 

(hips  of  the  line  and  as  many  of  inferior  fize.  The  mutineers, 
in  imitation  of  what  had  been  done  at  Portfmouth,  chofc 
delegates  from  every  fhip,  of  whom  a  man,  named  Parker, 
was  .  appointed  prefident.    After  having  either  confined  or 
lent  on  Ihore  their  principal  officers,  they  tranfmitted  to  the 
lords  of  the  Admiralty  a  feries  of  articles  or  conditions  to 
which  they  peremptorily  demanded  compliance,  as  the  only 
terms  upon  which  they  would  return  to  obedience  ;  though 
feveral  of  them  were  of  a  nature  totally  different  from  thofe 
infilled  upon  at  Portfmouth,  and  altogether  incompatible  with 
the  difcipline  of  the  navy.    On  the  23d  of  May  the  muti- 
neers hoifted  a  red  flag  on  board  the  admiral's  fhip  the 
Sandwich,  and  dropped  down  to  the  Great  Nore,  in  order 
to  concentrate  the  fcene  of  their  operations.    The  mutiny 
having  now  arifen  to  a  moll  alarming  height,  a  deputation 
of  tho  lords  of  the  Admiralty,  carl  Spencer  himfelf,  as  be- 
fore, being  at  the  head,  proceeded  to  •Sheernefs,  and  offered 
to  the  delegates  the  fame  terms  which  had  been  already  ac- 
cepted at  Portfmouth  with  gratitude.    But  fuch  was  the  in- 
dolence of  this  convention,  that  they  infilled  upon  un- 
conditional fubmiffSon  to  their  demands,  as  a  neceffary  pre- 
liminary to  any  intercourfc  whatever.    On  which  the  de- 
putation departed,  after  previoufly  declaring,  in  firm  lan- 
guage, "  that  the  feamen  were  to  expect  no  conctflions 
whatever  further  than  what  had  been  already  made  by  the 
lcgiflature." 

"With  the  view  of  extorting  compliance  with  their  requifi- 
tions,  the  mutineers  now  proceeded  to  block  up  the  Thames, 
refufing  a  free  paffage  up  and  down  the  river  to  the  London 
trade,  fupplying  themfelves  with  water  and  provifions 
from  the  mips  which  they  detained.  Meafures  were  now 
alfo  adopted  on  the  part  of  government  to  enforce  fubraif- 
fion.  All  intercourse  with  the  fhore  was  ftriclly  prohibited; 
batteries  were  ere&ed  with  furnaces  for  red-hot  balls  ; 
gun-boats  prepared  *,  and,  what  extremely  perplexed  the 
mutineers,  all  the  buoys  were  removed  from  the  mouth  of 
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the  Thames.    The  council  of  delegates  now  began  in  tww 
degree  to  relent,  and  lord  Northeflc,  captain  of  the  Mon- 
mouth, who  had  been  hitherto  kept  in  confinement,  was 
releafed,  with  a  menage  from  the  prefident  Parker  to 
"  the  king,  wherever  he  might  be,"  dating  the  ultimate 
conditions  on  which  the  (hips  would  be  given  up.  His 
lord  (hip  accompanying  earl  Spencer  into  the  royal  prefence, 
accordingly  delivered  his  menage ;  and  a  privy-council  be- 
ing held  upon  the  occafion,  the  demands  of  the  feamcn 
were  again  refolutely  rejected.    This  being  fignified  to  the 
mutineers,  fymptoms  of  apprehenfion  began  to  appear,  and, 
on  the  10th  of  June,  feveral  of  the  fhips  (buck  the  red  flag 
and  hoifted  the  union ;  but  no  overtures  were  made  to 
them.     On  the  13th,  the  Ajax,  Standard,  and  Nafiau, 
feparating  from  the  fleet,  went  under  the  protection  of  the 
guns  at  the  fort  of  Sheernefs.    This  excited  defpair  in  the 
remainder ;  and,  on  the  fame  day,  a  refolution  was  taken 
to  fubmit  to  the  king's  mercy.    Parker  himfelf,  who  had 
in  vain,  and  at  too  late  a  period,  propofed  putting  to  Tea, 
furrendering  quietly  to  a  guard  of  foldiers,  who  had  orders 
from  admiral  Buckner  to  put  him  under  arreft  5  and,  with 
about  thirty  other  delegates,  he  was  accordingly  committed 
to  the  Mack-bole  in  the  garrifon  of  Sheernefs,    One  of  the 
delegates,  Wallace,  on  the  firft  appearance  of  the  foldiers, 
in  that  fpirit  of  heroic  defperation  which  might  rather  have 
been  expected  from  prefident  Parker,  ihot  himfelf  dead  up- 
on the  fpot.    Parker  being  immediately  brought  $0  his  trial 
before  a  court-martial,  confiding  of  captains  in  the  navy, 
was  executed  in  a  few  days  after  on  board  the  Sandwich. 
He  died  with  refolution,  but  difcovcred  no  indications, 
either  during  the  continuance  of  the  mutiny,  or  fubfequent 
to  its  fuppreflion,  of  fuperior  parts  or  fagacity.  'Had  his 
talents  been  equal  to  his  fituation  he  might  have  made 
himfelf  very  formidable  to  the  government.    The  court- 
martial  continued  fitting  more  than  a  month,  during  which 
fime  great  numbers  were  capitally  convicted,  very  many  of 
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whom  fuffered  the  fentence  of  death  ;  and  it  was  not  till 
*after  a  long  interval  that  a  general  pardon  was  granted, 
-burdened  alfo  with  many  exceptions. 

On  the  2 1  (I  of  March  the  earl  of  Moira  made  an  •im- 
portant motion  in  the  houfe  of  lords  for  an  addrefs  to  his 
majefty,  «  That  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  inter- 
pofe  his  paternal  interference  to  remedy  the  discontents 
which  prevailed  in  Ireland,  and  created  the  mod  ferious 
alarm  for  that -country  and  the  dearefts  interefts  of  Britain." 
His  lordfhip  acknowledged  that  the-utmoft  care  ought  to  be 
taken  not  to  exceed  .the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  two 
legislatures  .of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  utmoft 
delicacy  employed  in  the  agitation  of  questions  in  which 
the  privileges  and  independence  of  each  other  were  involv- 
ed.   But  he  conceived  the  prefent  motion  to  relate  to  a 
matter  of  common  concern  and  mutual  intereft,  upon 
which  both  countries  had  an  equal  right  to  ftand  forward. 
His  lordfhip  deprecated  unprofitable  dilputation;— the  time 
was  now  come  when  the  exertions  of  every  honeil  man  were 
neceflary  to  fave  the  Hate  from  the  calamities  in  which  it 
was  plunged.  To  prove  the  influence  of  the  Britifh  cabinet 
over  the  councils  of  Ireland,  if  that  could  be  a  fubjett  of 
doubt,  he  adverted  to  the  recall  of  earl  FUzwjlliam,  at  a 
period  when  all  Ireland  applauded  the  wifdom  of  his  mea- 
sures— when  that  country  afforded  the  faireft  profpe£r,  of 
tranquillity,  and  pffered  the  fureft  pledge  of  alii  ft  an  ce  and 
fcipport  to  Britain.     To  the  impolicy  of  that  meafure, 
the  prefent  diftra&ed  (late  of  Ireland,  his  lordfhip  faid, 
was  undoubtedly  to  be  imputed ;  and  he  urged  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  appeafmg  the  exifling  difcontents  of  the  country, 
and  of  adopting  fuch  meafures  as  would  imprefs  the  people 
with  confidence  in  the  government. 

Lord  Grenville,  in  reply,  pretended  «  that  the  prefent 
motion  could  not  be  adopted  without  tearing  afunder  every 
bond  of  union,  and  breaking  the  folemn  contract  fubfifting 
between  the  two  countries.    He  even  ventured  to  deny  the 
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exiftence  of  difcoment  and  difaftraion  to  any  confidence 
extent ;  but  allowing  that  they  a&ually  prevailed,  the  be- 
nevolence of  his  majefty's  difpofition  mud  be  anxious  to  re- 
•  move  them.  Inftead  of  remedying  difcontents,  the  morion 
now  offered  to.  the  houfe  would  inflame  them,  and  in- 
duce the  Irifli  to  imagine  their  own  leg  i  flat  ure  was  carekfs 
Of  their  welfare." 

Lord  Fitzwilliam  faid  "  he  never  would  concur  with  the 
noble  fecretary  that  this  country  ought  not  to  give  any  opi- 
nion upon  the  public  fituation  of  Ireland.  Such  interfe- 
rence, for  the  purpofe  of  averting  evils  from  both,  was  pro- 
per, and  the  right  was  clear. — The  people  of  Ireland  were 
reported,  alas  !  by  the  noble  fecretary,  to  be  tranquil  and 
happy.  Why  then  were  whole  parifhes,  baronies,  and 
even  counties,  declared  to  be  out  of  the  king's  peace  ? 
Was  this  tranquillity  ?  Was  this  happinefs  ?  Was  this  a 
ftate  of  things  by  which  this  country  was  in  no  danger  of 
being  afTeded  ?  This  was  a  period,"  his  lordflup  faid,  «<  of 
awful  portent.  Storms  and  tempefts  impended  over  them, 
and  it  was  their  duty  to  exert  every  effort  of  human  wifdom 
to  avert  the  danger  which  threatened  the  empire.  And  was 
it  then  beyond  the  proper  fphere  of  their  lord  (hip's  confide- 

• 

ration  to  addrefs  his  majefty  to  employ  his  paternal  care  in 
co-operation  with,  and  giving  effea  to,  tliefe  efforts  and 

exertions." 

The  earl  of  Liverpool,  late  lord  HawVefbury,  and  ftill 
better  known  under  the  name  of  Charles  Jenkinfon — who 
might  almoft  be  regarded  as  the  evil  genius  of  Britain  per- 
fonified — gave  it  as  his  opinion,  "  that  the  motion  was  im- 
proper, whether  intended  to  induce  them  in  their  legiflative 
capacity  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  or  to  advife 
his  majefty  to  exercife  his  executive  authority  in  a  particular 
way  over  that  branch  of  the  empire.  Granting  even, 
fir  the  fake  cf  argument^  that  all  the  evils  complained  of 
really  exifted,  ftill  he  would  contend  they  ought  to  be  re- 
medied by  the  Irifh  parliament,  not  by  the  Britifh  legifla- 
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•  ture,  whofe  interference  was  calculated  to  aggravate,  not 
x  remove,  difcon  tents.  The  motion  was  as  mifchievous  in 
its  tendency  as  it  was  unconditional  in  its  principle." 

The  earl  of  Guildford  obferved,  "  that  the  argument  of 
the  fecretary  went  not  to  protect  the  independence  of  the 
,  Irifli  parliament  fo  much  as  to  fecure  minifters  from  refpon- 
fibility.  Neither  the  Britifli  cabinet,  nor  an  Irifli  lord- 
lieutenant,  were  refponCble  to  the  Irifh  parliament :  and  if 
•they  were  exempted  alfo  from  the  control  of  the  Britifh  par- 
liament, to  whom  were  they  refponfible  ?" 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdown  warned  the  minifters  "  that 
they  were  profecuting  a  fyftem  in  Ireland  which  would,  in 
its  conferences,  (hake  the  Britifli  empire  to  its  centre.  If 
the  grievances  of  Ireland  had  been  rcdrcfled  lafl  year,  the 
motion  before  the  houfe  would  have  been  unneceffary :  if 
notredrefled  this,  the  breach  mud  grow  (till  wider.  Give 
the  people  of  Ireland,"  faid  this  noble  lord,  «  their  rights, 
and  you  will  require  neither  fleets  nor  armies  to  proteft 
them." — After  a  long  and  intercftmg  debate,  die  motion 
ws  negatived  by  a  majority  of  72  to  20  voices. 

Two  days  fubfequent  to  this  debate,  Mr.  Fox  brought 
forward,  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  an  addrefs  to  the  king, 
fjmilar  to  that  of  lord  Moira,  which  he  enforced  in  a  fpeech 
admired  even  by  his  enemies,  and  juftly  applauded  by  hi* 
friends,  as  a  mafter-piece  of  eloquence  and  political  wifdonu 
Mr.  Fpx  declared,  "  that  the  bulk  of  the  Irifh  nation  fighed 
for  the  fubflantial  bleffing  of  a  frce-conftitution  ;  and  when 
he  faw,  as  at  the  eve  of  the  American  conteft,  a  government 
deurous  to  decide  by  violence  againil  the  will  of  a  majority, 
he  clearly  faw,  as  at  that  period,  the  danger  of  a  civil  war. 
He  was  the  flrft  perfon  who  pronounced  the  words  «  Ame- 
rican War*  in  that  houfe  ;  and  the  exprtflion  was  then  ridi- 
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culed  as  abfurd  and  extravagant.  Some  would,  no  doubt, 
treat  the  idea  of  an  Irifli  War  with  the  fame  contempt  j  and 
he  fincerely  wifhed  that  he  might  not  be  found  fo  true  a 
prophet  as  in  the  former  inflance.   Ireland  was  now  in  that 
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(late  where  the  executive  power  was  every  thing,  and  the 
rights  of  the  people  nothing  j  #and  in  which  it  was  necefiary 
to  keep  the  inhabitants  in  fubje&ion  by  force.    Bat  was  it 
pofhble  to  convince  them  by  the  bayonet  that  their  princi- 
ples were  falfe,  their  pretenfions  unjuft  ?  and  was  the  ex- 
ercife  of  martial  law  to  prove  to  them  their  enjoyment  of  a 
free  confutation  ?  What  mud  be  the  effect  of  fuch  mea- 
fures  ?  Would  it  not  induce  the  moft  loyal  to  queftion  th« 
excellence  of  that  monarchical  form  of  government  under 
which  they  fuffered  fuch  calamities  ?    When  we  wanted 
the  afihtance  of  the  Catholics,  was  it  politic  to  refufe  their 
demands  ?  or  would  their  fubmiffion  to  laws  they  detefted 
laft  longer  than  our  force  and  their  impoteney  ?  For  myfelf," 
faid  this  great  ftatefmaq,  **  I  know  of  no  way  of  governing 
mankind  but  by  conciliating  them.    If  Ireland  ic  thus  go- 
verned, will  (he  be  lefs  ufeful  to  Britain  than  at  prefent, 
when,  fo  far  from  adding  to  the  ftrength  of  the  empire* 
flic  occaOons  a  great  and  powerful  diverfion  from  it  ?  The 
confluences  of  a  war  with  her  were  dreadful  to  contem- 
plate— Public  horrors  would  be  fo  much  increafed  by  the 
laceration  of  private  feelings,  as  to  fpread  univerfal  mifery 
through  both  countries.    Rigor  had  been  already  attempt- 
ed j — let  conciliation  be  tried  before  the  laft  appeal  is  ha- 
zarded.   Let  the  whole  people  of  Ireland  enjoy  the  fame 
principles,  the  fame  fyftem,  the  fame  operation  of  govern- 
ment, and  all  clafies  an  equal  chance  of  emolument.  The 
more  Ireland  fe^ls  the  advantages  of  her  connection  with 
England,  the  mire  will  (he  be  bound  to  Engiiflt  interefts." 
—Mr.  Fox  touched  next  upon  the  removal  of  lord  Fitzwil- 
liam.    He  aflced  thofe  who  beft  knew  the  country,  «  whe- 
ther the  day  of  his  departure  was  not  a  day  of  forrow  ? 
The  Catholic  petition  was  rejected ;  and  the  prefent  dif- 
tra&ed  ftate  of  Ireland  had  been  produced  by  the  hopes  of 
the  people  being  difappointed,  and  by  the  cup  of  enjoyment 
and  liberty  having  been  fuddenly  dafhed  from  their  lips." 
He  concluded  his  fpeech  by  moving  an  addrefs  to  his  ma- 
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jelly,  «  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  take  into  confidcradom 
the  difturbed  (late  of  Ireland,  and  to  adopt  fuch  lenient 
meafures  as  might  appear  bed  calculated  to  reflorc  tranquil- 
lity and  conciliate  affection." 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  Gr  Francis  Burdett,  a 
young  man  of  great  perfonal  and  political  rectitude  of 
character,  accompanied  with  high  and  lofty  fentiments  of 
liberty,  which  time  and  experience  only  were  wanting  to 
mellow  and  mature.  This  gentleman,  without  hefitation, 
avowed  his  opinion,  "  that  there  was  but  one  way  of  far- 
ing Ireland — of  faving  England  ;  and  that  was  by  diverting 
the  prefent  minifter  of  the  power  he  had  fo  long  and  fo  fa«» 
tally  abufed,  and  calling  him  to  a  Uriel  account  at  the  tri- 
bunal of  his  country." 

Mr.  Pitt  oppofed  the  motion  as  improperly  calculated  i<* 
advife  his  majefty  to  give  effect  to  meafures  which,  conUi- 
tutionaily,  could  originate  only  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland# 
the  natural  fource  of  legiflative  arrangements  in  that  coun- 
try.   He  objected  alfo  to  the  meafures  meant  to  be  recom- 
mended by  the  motion,  and  affirmed  that  farther  conceflions 
would  be  highly  imprudent  on  our  part.     By  introducing 
Catholics  into  the  legiflative  body,  the  acts  of  fettlement* 
and  the  very  exiftence  of  the  eftablifhed  church  in  that 
kingdom,  would  be  endangered  j  nor  was  it  upon  fuch  a 
foundation  that  he  would  build  the  future  fabric  of  the  peace 
of  Ireland.    To  agree  to  any  efTential  alteration  of  the  pre- 
fent conditution  of  parliament,  while  fuch  principles  were 
abroad  in  the  world,  and  were  even  prevalent  in  this  coun- 
try, would  be  attended  with  the  mpft  pernicious  confe- 
quences." — The  fpeech  of  Mr.  Pitt  gave  occaGon  to  a  maf- 
terly  reply  from  Mr.  Fox  j  at  4.V  clofe  of  which  he  obferv- 
ed,  "  that  he  had  been  a  long  time  deprecating  coercive 
meafures.  He  had  deprecated  the  adoption  of  them  againft 
America  in  1774:  he  deprecated  them  againft  France  in 
1792  ;  and  he  now  deprecated  the  fame  fyflcm  in  Ireland. 
TW>ugh  his  advice  had  not  been  followed,  it  was  a  confo- 
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lation  to  him,  individually,  that  it  had  not  been  withheld. 
Meafures  of  coercion  had  proceeded  from  the  fame  fource. 
War  had  been  preferred  to  negotiation,  and  force  to  conci- 
liation ;  becaufe,  inftead  of  regulating  our  plans  by  a  mild 
and  enlightened  policy,  we  had  a&ed  upon  the  maxims  of 
barbarous  times.  And  quoting  the  words  of  Cicero,  he 
recommended  the  fentiment  inculcated  in  them  to  the  feri- 
ous  confideration  of  every  perfon  to  whom  the  important 
talk  of  legiflation  was  afligncd.  <  Carum  efle  civibus,  bene 
de  republica  nicrcn.  laudari,  coli,  diligi,  gloriofum  eft: 
metui  vero  et  in  odio  efle,  invidiorum,  deteftabile,  imbecu- 
lum,  caducum.' — After  a  variety  of  fpeeches  on  both 
fides,  the  houfe  divided  -9  for  the  motion  84,  againft  it 
2 20 — a  majority  proportionably  lefs  than  ufual. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fpring  many  popular  meetings  were 
held  agreeably  to  the  reftri&ions  of  the  new  a&,  and  fome 
faint  hopes  were  excited  that  the  fpirit  of  the  people  would 
be  at  length  rouzed  to  fomething  like  national  exertion- 
The  object  of  thefe  meetings  was  to  petition  the  king  for 
the  removal  of  minifters.  That  from  the  city  of  Weft- 
minftcr  was  remarkably  full  and  (Irong,  and  attracted  much 
attention.  It  commenced  by  ftating  the  uncontrovertible 
facls,  "  that  in  the  four  years'  profecution  of  the  prefent 
war  minifters  had  Squandered  upwards  of  130  millions  of 
money,  and  had  impofed  taxes  to  the  amount  of  fix  millions 
and  a  half  annually."  The  petition  then  proceeds  in  the 
following  terms : — "  Wc  humbly  reprefent  to  your  ma- 
jefty,  that  in  the  hands  of  thofe  minifters  nothing  has  fuc- 
cecded.  Inftead  of  reftoring  monarchy  in  France,  they 
have  been  compelled  to  recognife  the  republic  there  efta- 
bliflied,  and  to  offer  propofals  of  peace  to  it.  Inftead  of 
difmembering  the  territories  of  that  republic,  they  have  fuf- 
fered  it  to  add  to  them  the  Netherlands,  Holland,  and  great 
part  of  Italy  and  Germany  :  and  even  a  part  of  thefe  king- 
doms, which  the  fleets  of  that  republic  have  mfulted,  has 
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only  been  preferved  from  the  calamities  of  an  invafion  by 
the  accidents  of  the  feafons. 

"  In  their  negotiations  for  peace  they  have  been  equally 
unfuccefsful.  It  was  to  be  expected.  When  they  aflced 
peace  they  were  abject,  but  not  fincere ;  they  acknow- 
ledged their  impotence,  but  not  their  errors.  They  difco- 
vered  the  moil  hoftile  diipofitions  towards  France  at  the 
very  time  they  proved  their  utter  inability  to  contend 
with  her. 

"  When  they  wanted  to  obtain  our  confent  to  the  war, 
they  aflured  us  that  it  was  neceflary  for  the  fafety  of  our 
commerce.  At  this  moment  moil  of  the  ports  of  Europe 
are  fhut  againft  us  *,  goods  to  an  immenfe  amount  are  lying 
upon  the  hands  of  our  merchants,  and  the  manufacturing 
poor  are  ftarving  by  thoufands. 

"  They  aflured  us  the  war  was  neceflary  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  propetty  and  public  credit.  They  have  rendered 
every  man's  property  fubject  to  an  order  of  the  privy-coun- 
cil, and  the  Bank  of  England  has  (lopped  payment. 

«  They  aflured  us  that  the  war  was  neceflary  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  conftitution.  They  have  deftroyed  its 
beft  part,  which  is  its  liberty,  by  opprcflive  reftrictions 
upon  the  right  of  petitioning,  and  upon  the  freedom  of  the 
prefs ;  by  profecuting  innocent  men  under  falfe  pretences  ; 
by  fending  money  to  foreign  princes  without  the  confent  of 
parliament  ;  wliile,  by  erecting  barracks  throughout  the 
kingdom,  they  give  us  reafon  to  fufpcdt  their  intention  of 
finally  fubjecting  the  people  to  military  defpotifm. 

«  They  aflured  us  the  war  was  neceflary  for  the  prefer- 
vation of  the  unity  of  the  empire.  But  they  have  fo  con- 
ducted, and  are  Rill  fo  condudting,  themfelves  in  Ireland, 
as  to  alienate  the  affections  of  that  brave,  loyal,  "but  op- 
preflcd  and  perfecuted  nation,  and  to  cxpofe  the  mod  flou- 
riftiing  of  its  provinces  to  all  the  horrors  of  lawlefs  military 
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«  Thcfe  arc  no  common  errors,  they  are  great  crimes  ; 
and  of  thefe  crimes,  before  God  and  our  country,  we  ac- 
cufe  your  minifters-^Tbey  have  tarnifhed  the  national  ho- 
nor add  glory ;  they  have  opprefled  the  poor  with  almoft 
intolerable  burdens  ;  they  havV  poifoned  the  intercourfe  of 
private  life  ;  they  have  given  a  fatal  blow  to  public  credit ; 
they  have  divided  the  empire,  and  they  have  fubvexted  the 
conftitution." 

Thefe  petitions  encouraged  the  members  of  oppofitton  in 
both  houfes  to  bring  forward  motions  of  the  fame  tenor  and 
purport.    On  the  27th  of  March  the*  earl  of  Suffolk,  after 
premifing  a  few  general  obfervations  on  the  alarming  fitua- 
tion  of  public  affairs,  and  on  the  character  of  the  firft  mi- 
nifter,  Mr.  Pitt,  whom  he  ftigmatized  as  incapable  in  every 
refpeel,  except  in  the  arts  of  deceiving,— declared  "  that  he 
confidcred  it  as  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  himfelf,  his  king, 
and  his  country,  to  move,  that  an  addrefs  might  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  majefty,  humbly  requefting  him  to  difmifs 
from  his  councils  his  minifter,  the  firft  lord  of  the  Treafury, 
whofe  pernicious  meafures  had  deprived  him  of  the  confi- 
dence of  the  country." — Lord  Grenville  warmly  vindicated 
the  character  of  his  friend,  Mr.  Pitt,  «  the  failure  of  any 
of  whofe  meafures,  he  wa9  certain,  could  be  juftly  attributed 
only  to  thofe  errors  to  which  human  nature  was  at  all  times 
liable — to  thofe  accidents  which  no  human  wifdom  could 
prevent,  or  to  thofe  difpenfations  of  Providence  which  no 
human  power  could  control  -,  and  he  complained  that  the 
charges  againft  him  were  not  fubftantiated  by  proofs." — 
The  duke  of  Norfolk,  in  reply  remarked,  "  that  the  proofs- 
were  every-where  ;  they  prefented  themfelvcs  to  every  eye, 
they  made  impreflions  upon  every  heart,  they  compofed  a 
living  epitaph  upon  the  infatuation  of  minifters— -Ji  menu* 
tnerrtum  quarts  circumfpice" — The  earl  of  Moira  thought  the 
prefent  motion  highly  neceffary.    «  The  mifmanagement  of 
minifters  had  brought  us  to  the  difaftrous  fituation  we  were 
in,  and  they  could  not  too  foon  be  deprived  of  the  power 
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they  had  fo  grofsly  abufed;"— The  marquis  of  Lanfdown, 
in  anfwer  to  lord  Grenville,  who  had  boafted  that  the  coun- 
try had  been  preferved  from  Jacobinical  principles  by  the 
laudable  exertions  of  his  majefty's  minifters,  faid,  "  that* 
he  believed  there  were  very  few  perfons  of  thofe  principles 
in  this  kingdom ;  and  that  he  knew  of  no  fuch  praaical 
Jacobins  as  the  minifters  themfelvcs*  They  had  baniflied 
gold  and  filver  from  circulation  \  they  had  taken  up  the 
paper  fyftcm  at  the  time  France  had  laid  it  down  5  they 
had  recourfe  to  arbitrary  meafures,  military  force,  and  pre- 
tended plots,  with  every  article  of  Jacobintfo  as  it  had  been 
previoufly  prattifed  in  France  :  It  was  the  virtuous  juries  of 
1794  which  defeated  the  Robefpierrian  fyftem  attempted  to 
be  eftablifticd  in  this  country  by  his  majefty's  minifters." — 
The  motion  was  finally  rejeded  by  a  majority  of  86  to  16 
voices. 

On  the  19th  of  May  the  fubj«&  was  brought  forward  in 
the  lower  houfe  by  Mr.  Alderman  Combe,  one  of  the  repre- 
fentatives  for  the  city  of  London,  who  prefaced  his  mo- 
tion for  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  befeeching  him  to  difmifs 
his  prefent  minifters,  with  fome  very  feafonable  and  appo- 
fite  remarks.  «  By  minifters,"  he  (aid,  "  the  war  had  been 
frequently  declared  both  juft  and  neceflary.  In  both  thefe 
points  he  had  always  differed  from  them.  But  from  the  au- 
thors and  approvers  of  the  war  it  was  at  leaft  to  be  expected 
that  they  mould  point  out  fome  fixed  and  fettled  principle 
by  which  it  was  intended  to  be  guided,  and  fome  object  at 
which  it  aimed.  On  the  contrary,  we  were  fometimes  faid 
to  be  fighting  for  one  purpofe,  and  fometimes  for  another, 
and  were  ftill  left  at  all  times  equally  in  the  dark.  The 
decree  of  November,  and  the  opening  of  the  Scheld,  were 
m  1793  the  oftenfible  caufes  ot  the  war.  In  1794  it  was 
tne  reftoration  of  the  conftitutional  monarchy.  In  1795,  in- 
demnity for  the  paft,  and  fecurity  for  the  future.  In  1 796,  the 
re-eftablifliment  of  focial  order,  and  the  relations  of  peace 
and  amity  :  Lailly,  the  fine  qua  non  of  lord  Malmelbury. 

It 


Digitized  by 


3<58  GEORGE  III. 

It  was  now  fubmitted  to  the  confiderarion  of  the 
houfe,  whether  the  prefent  minifters,  who  had  fo  rafhly 
precipitated  the  country  into  the  war,  and  had  manifeftett 
fuch  incapacity  in  the  conduct  of  it,  were  likely  to  be  more 
fuccefsful  in  obtaining  that  defirable  blefling — tranquillity  ? 
He  was  perfectly  of  opinion  with  his  conftituents,  that  they 
were  not :  it  required  men  of  greater  minds,  and  more  up- 
right  intentions,  to  bring  about  this  objccV — Mr.  Curwen 
avowed  his  belief  "  that  the  prefent  minifters  neither  would, 
nor  perhaps  could,  make  peace  for  this  country;  and,  as  the 
fkuation  of  the  country  rendered  the  fpecdy  reftoration  of 
that  blefling  absolutely  neccfTary,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  fup- 
port  the  motion." — The  minifters,  Pitt,  Dundas,  and 
Windham,  who  deemed  it  perhaps  decorous  not  to  take 
part  in  this  debate,  were  defended  by  alderman  Lufhing- 
ton,  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne,  Mr.  Dent,  Mr.  Pierrepoint, 
Mr.  Burdon,  &c. — and  the  motion  was  negatived  by  avail 
majority  of  242  to  59  voices. 

On  the  26th  of  May  Mr.  Grey  made  his  final  motion  re- 
lative to  a  reform  in  parliament,  which  he  had  fo  frequently, 
at  different  times,  and  in  various  modes,  brought  under  pub- 
lic and  parliamentary  difcuifion.    This  able  and  zealous  ad- 
vocate of  reform  in  general  had  nor,  however,  yet  attempted 
that  great  defideratum,— a  fpecific  plan  of  reform  at  once 
rational,  feafible,  and  beneficial.     Such  was  the  object  of 
the  propofition  now  fubmitted  to  the  candor  and  judgment 
of  the  houfe.  Mr.  Grey  folemnly  affirmed  «  that  he  fought 
not  to  alter  any  part  of  the  conftrtution,  but  merely  to  ob- 
tain for  the  people  a  full,  fair,  and  free  reprefentation  in 
parliament,  to  which  they  were  incontrovertibly  entitled. 
He  propofed  that  the  county  reprefentation  fhould  continue 
upon  the  fame  footing,  only  that  the  number  of  county 
members  mould  be  increafed  from  92  to  1 13  ;  the  addition 
to  be  made  to  the  larger  counties  in  proportion  to  their  po- 
pulation.   In  order  to  put  an  end  to  compromifes,  counties 
lhould  be  divided  into  diltritls,  each  of  which  mould  return 
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one  reprefentative :  the  right  of  elective  franchife  to  be  ex- 
tended to  copyholders  and  leaseholders:  The  remaining 
400  members  to  be  returned  by  one  defcription  of  perfons, 
viz.  householders  i  The  poll  to  be  taken  throughout  the 
kingdom  at  one  time  5  and  the  fame  perfon  not  to  be  per- 
mitted to  vote  for*  more  than  one  member :  The  duration  of 
parliament  to  be  limited  to  three  years.    Upon  this  plan," 
Mr.  Grey  faid,  "  the  members  would  hold  their  feats,  not 
indeed  on  the  bafis  of  univerfai  fuffrage,  but  of  univerfal  re- 
prefentation.    The  qualification  would  be  fo  fixed,  that  no 
man,  however  mean,  might  not  hope,  by  honeft  induftry 
and  fair  exertions,  to  raife  himfelf  to  this  diftin&ion."  The 
motion  of  Mr.  Grey  was  feconded  in  an  elaborate  and  elo- 
quent fpeech  by  Mr.  Erfleine,  who  reverted  to  thofe  better 
days  when  the  liberties  of  the  country  were  eftabliflied  by 
the  exercife  of  the  constitutional  powers  of  that  houfe. 
"  We  could  recollect  with  pride  and  triumph  the  glorious 
exertions  of  our  forefathers  within  thofe  walls,  when  ty- 
ranny, century  after  century,  was  combated  and  defeated, 
and  the  freedom  of  Engliflimen  was  aflerted  and  confirmed. 
The  only  cure  for  the  evils  of  government  was  to  make  the 
houfe  of  commons  what  it  had  been  in  the  days  of  our  an- 
ceftors,  when  it  preferved  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and 
m  as  crowned  with  their  love  and  veneration." 

Mr.  Pitt  oppofed  the  motion  upon  precifely  the  fame 
grounds  on  which  his  own  propofitions  on  the  fame  fub- 
ject  had  been  formerly  contefted.    «  Was  it  not  better," 
he  aflccd,  "  to  endure  fome  inconvenience,  rather  than 
hazard  the  annihilation  of  a  fyfteni  under  which  this  coun- 
try had  flotiriftied  in  profperity,  had  been  fupported  in  ad- 
verfity,  and  acquired  energy  and  vigor  to  recover  from  the 
diftreflcs  which  it  had  endured  ?  It  had  never,"  he  faid, 
"  been  contended,  that  the  inequality  of  die  reprefentation 
had  been  attended  with  any  practical  difadvantage  ;  that 
the  intercft  of  York (h ire  had  been  neglected  becaufe  it  fent 
only  two  members  to  parliament ;  or  that  Birmingham  or 
vol.  in.  2  b  Manchefter 
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Manchefter  experienced  any  ill  confequences  from  having 
no  reprefentatives.  The  propofition  now  ftated  was  new> 
extenfive,— overturning  all  the  antient  fyftem  without  fub- 
ftituting  any  real  benc6t.  On  what  experience,  on  what 
practice,  was  it  to  be  introduced  ?  Were  we  to  renounce 
the  benefits  of  a  tried  fyftem  for  a  theory  which  had  no 
example  in  its  favor  ?  After  all,  this  plan  would  be  far 
from  fatisfying  the  fpeculative  and  democratic  parti  zans  of 
reform  without  doors.  Men  who  could  treat  parliament 
as  ufurpation,  and  monarchy  as  an  invafion,  of  the  rights 
of  man,  would  reject  with  fcorn  any  proportions  which 
did  not  include  a  recognition  of  their  rights  y  and  which 
they  would  regard  as  vitiated,  if  conveyed  in*  any  other 
ftiape."  Mr.  Pitt,  in  conclusion,  avowed  his  total  difap- 
probation  of  the  plan  propofed,  and  gave  his  decided  ne- 
gative to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Fox,  at  the  clofe  of  the  debate,  rofe  in  defence  of 
the  motion ;  and  recalled  to  Mr.  Pitt's  recollection  the 
words  ufed  by  him  on  bringing  forward  his  own  original 
motion  of  reform  in  1782. — «  « Without  a  reform  in  par- 
liament  the  nation  cannot  be  fafe.  This  war  may  be  ended* 
but  what  will  protect  us  againit  another  ?  As  certainly  as 
the  fpirit  which  engendered  the  prefent  actuates  the  fecret 
councils  of  the  crown,  we  (hall,  under  the  influence  of  a 
defective  reprcfentation,  be  involved  in  new  wars  and  fimi- 
lar  calamities.'  This  was  the  right  honorable  gentleman's 
prophefy,  and  it  has  been  fully  accomplifhed.  Another 
war  did  take  place,  equal  in  difafter,  and  at  leaft  equal  in 
difgrace  !  it  feems  as  if  his  whole  life  from  that  period  had 
been  deftined  for  the  illustration  of  the  warning.  It  was 
remarkable,"  Mr.  Fox  obferved,  "  that  every  prediction 
hazarded  by  Mr.  Pitt,  during  the  courfc  of  the  prefent  war, 
had  failed  *,  every  hope,  every  expectation,  every  promife, 
had  proved  fallacious  ;  yet  parliament  continued  to  confide 
in  him  :  and  the  only  one  of  his  predictions  which  was  en- 
titled  to  regard,  the  only  one  which  had  been  verified  in 
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the  refult,  was  that  which  had  been  unfortunately  (lighted 
and  neglected. — Mr.  Fox  appealed  to  the  houfe,  whether 
they  were  the  faithful  organs  of  the  public  will  ?  Can  we," 
faid  he,  "  review  the  adminiftration  of  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  without  being  convinced  that  the  prefent  repre- 
fentation  is-a  (hadow  and  a  mockery  ?  Minifters  had  affirmed 
the  popularity  of  the  prefent  war ;  the  fame  had  been  faid 
of  the  war  with  America ;  nor  would  he  deny  that,  through 
the  artful  machinations  of  minifters,  a  clamor  had  been 
ratfed,  which  they  called  the  voice  of  the  nation :  but  what- 
ever had  been  the  cafe  in  the  outfet  of  both,  the  progrefs 
in  the  public  opinion  had  been  the  fame  in  each.    It  had 
indifputably  changed,  though  the  voice  of  the  people  had 
not  been  heard  in  the  choice  of  representatives.    Had  the 
reprefentative  fyftem  been  perfect,  or  its  practice  pure,  the 
new  parliament  would  decidedly  have  voted  againft  the 
continuance  of  the  war. — With  refpe£t,  to  the  fpecific  pro- 
pofition  before  the  houfe,  Mr.  Fox  thought  the  heft- and 
moft  advifable  plan  of  reform  was  to  extend  the  right  of 
election  to  houfeholders :  it  was  the  moft  perfect  recurrence 
to  the  firft-known  and  recorded  principles  in  our  conftitu- 
tion,  according  to  the  celebrated  Glanville,  in  all  cafes 
where  no  particular  right  intervened ;  and  he  wifhed  it  to 
be  difcinTed  in  a  committee,  in  hopes  that  the  united  wif- 
dom  of  the  houfe  might  improve  the  prefent  outline  into 
a  fyftem  generally  beneficial  and  acceptable. — In  conclufion, 
Mr.  Fox  exprefled  his  afiurance  that  the  nation,  by  adopt- 
ing wife  and  temperate  meafures  of  reform,  that  the  mo- 
narchy and  the  people,  might  yet  be  faved.    Let  thofe 
minifters  who  have  plunged  us  into  our  prefent  ftate  retire 
from  the  poft  to  which  they  are  unequal.    A  new  admini- 
ftration, compofed  of  men  who  poflefled  the  talents  of  con- 
ciliation muft  be  formed  ;  but  of  this  new  adminiftration 
Mr.  Fox  folemnly  protefted  that  he  had  no  wifli  to  make  a 
part.    Ambition  was  dead  within  him.    He  fought  only 
the  falvation  of  the  country,  and  his  defire,  as  to  himfelf, 
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was  henceforth  retirement." — The  queftion  being  pat, 
after  long  debate,  die  houfe  divided ;  for  the  motion  63, 
againft  it  258  voices. 

On  the  30th  of  May  the  duke  of  Bedford  rofe,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  notice  given,  to  move  an  addrefs  to  the  throne, 
humbly  befeeching  his  majefty  to  difmifs  his  prcfent  minif- 
ters  from  his  prefence  and  councils  for  ever.    This  addrefs 
was  fupported  by  the  noble  mover  in  a  very  able  and  com- 
prehenfive  fpeech.    Recapitulating  the  errors  of  the  prefent 
adminiftration  in  all  its  relations,  foreign  and  domeftic,  and 
ftating  the  evils  actually  produced,  and  the  frill  greater  to 
be  apprehended  from  them,  his  grace  folcmnly  appealed  to 
the  houfe,  «  whether  they  would  fuffer  the  country  to  be 
devoted  to  utter  deftru&ion  ?  Will  you,"  he  exclaimed, 
"  leave  its  affairs  to  men  who  have  already  involved  you  in 
complicated  calamities  ?  I  intrcat  your  lordfhips  to  reflect 
upon  our  fituation  as  a  nation,  and  that  you  would  devife 
fome  means  of  avoiding  the  complete  ruin  with  which  we 
arc  threatened." — The  motion  was  powerfully  feconded  by 
the  duke  of  Grafton.    This  nobleman,  whofe  age,  charac- 
ter, and  long  experience  in  affairs,  commanded  the  refpecr 
and  attention  of  the  houfe,  obferved  "  that  there  were  not 
wanting  thofe  who  attributed  to  chance,  die  chance  of  war, 
all  the-  misfortunes  which  had  befallen  us;  but  he  af- 
cribed  them  to  the  uniform  folly  and  rafhnefs  of  mmifters, 
as  their  real,  fole,  and  obvious  caufe.    "  This  chain  of 
difafters,"  faid  his  grace,  "  could  no  more  have  fallen  out 
by  chance  than  the  globe  we  walk  on  could  have  been 
produced  by  a  fortuitous  concourfe  of  atoms.    For  himfclf, 
he  protcftcd  before  God  and  his  country,    that  fo  far 
from  abetting  the  pernicious  couufcls  which  were  bringing 
on  the  downfall  oi  the  empire,  he  had  endeavoured  to  the 
utmoft,  by  every  conltitutional  means,  to  avert  them.    If  * 
the  prefent  motion  were  received  with  the  lame  cold  in- 
deference  which  had  been  hitherto  (hewn,  and  if  the  fame 
confidence  was  continued  to  the  fame  minhieis,  he  (hould 
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not  think  it  neceffary  to  trouble  die  houfe  with  his  re- 
marks again.  But  before  he  retired,  to  fortify  his  own 
mind  againft  the  calamities  he  faw  approaching,  he  con- 
ceived it  to  be  a  duty  incumbent  upon  him  to  lay  before 
his  fovereign,  in  pcrfon,  the  reafons  of  his  conduct,  flat- 
tering himfelf  that  he  fhould  experience  the  fame  gracious 
and  attentive  hearing  which  his  majefty  had  ever  vouch- 
fafovl  to  one  who  had  always  fpoken  the  unbiaffed  and 
genuine  dictates  of  his  heart." 

The  earls  of  Guildford  and  Suffolk,  the  marquis  of 
Lanfdown,  and  the  earl  of  Moira,  all  fucceflively  fpoke 
with  vigor  and  ability  in  favor  of  the  motion,  and  made 
every  effort  to  imprefs  the  houfe  with  the  conviclion,  that 
to  give  any  further  countenance  to  the  prefent  fyftem,  a 
fyftem  fraught  with  mifchief  and  ruin,  would  be  involving 
themfelves  in  the  guilt  of  it.    The  duke  of  Athol,  lord 
Romney,  lord  Spencer,  &c.  defended  the  meafures  of  ad- 
miniftration  :  and  lord  Grenville,  finding  all  other  argu- 
ments fail,  touched  again  the  mailer-chord,  which  never 
failed,  even  in  the  mod  unfkilful  hands,  to  awaken  the 
paflions  of  the  houfe.    He  claimed  for  the  prefent  mini- 
ftcrs,  whatever  might  be  their  faults  or  failings,  the  tran- 
fcendent  merit  of  having  preferred  the  country  from  that 
anarchy  to  which  he  affirmed  the  language  and  general 
conduct  of  the  oppofition  tended.   A  reform  of  parliament 
was  their  grand  fpecific  for  all  grievances ;  but  to  this 
meafure  he  had  invariably  objected,  as  conceiving  it  to 
amount  to  a  complete  alteration  of  the  conftitution.  «  The 
plan  lately  propofed,"  his  lordihip  faid,  "  went  to  pluck  up 
by  the  roots  every  right  planted  by  the  conftitution  ;  and  if 
the  flood-gates  were  once  opened  to  innovation,  the  torrent 
of  anarchy  would  fpread  fo  forcibly  and  fo  wide,  that  it 
would  not  be  in  the  power  of  their  lordfhips,  by  oppofing 
their  feeble  hsrods  as  a  barrier  to  deftru&ion,  to  prevent  the 
conftitution  from  being  overwhelmed  in  ruin.    And  he  de- 
clared his  belief,  that  the  objeft  of  the  motion  was  to  pro- 
mote. 
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mote,  not  a  change  of  minifters,  but  a  revolution  in  tk 
country."— The  duke  of  Leeds,  who  ufually  voted  with 
adminiftration,  after  exprefling  his  difapprobation  of  a  par- 
liamentary reform,  remarked  "  that  the  noble  fecretary  had 
made  the  conftitution  depend  as  it  were  upon  the  continu- 
ance of  the  prefent  minifters  in  office,  which  was  rather  too 
much  to  concede.  Though  he  would  not  affcrt  that  tbefe 
minifters  were  intentionally  wicked,  ,  he  could  not  help 

confidering  them  as  peculiarly  unfortunate."  After  a 

,  fpeech  from  the  lord-chancellor,  enforcing  the  arguments 
of  lord  Grenville,  the  houfe  divided;  for  the  motion  12, 
againft  it  65. 

The  revolution  of  France  was  an  event  fo  great,  and  the 
immediate  confequences  of  it  proved  fo  difaftrous,  that  it 
could  fcarcely  be  for  a  moment  banifhed  from  the  minds  of 
any  in  difcuffing  the  fubje&  of  political  and  national  reform. 
Two  grand  and  dire£Uy  oppofitc  conclufions  were  deduci- 
ble,  and,  by  different  perfons,  were  actually  deduced  from 
it.    Firft,  The  adverfaries  and  enemies  of  reform  inferred 
the  danger  of  all  innovations,  and  deprecated  even  the  dif- 
cuflion  of  any  topics  of  this  nature,  from  the  extenfive  and 
inafcertainable  confequences  attending  the  raoft  temperate 
and  well-intentioned  defigns  of  alteration  and  improvement. 
This  was  at  all  times  a  prevailing  fentiment  with  thofe  who 
had  little  to  hope  and  much  to  fear — with  perfons  of  high 
rank,  great  property,  and  more  efpecially  with  thofe  who 
derived  advantage  and  emolument  from  the  very  abufes  * 
which  were  the  prominent  obje&s  of  reform.    But  the  late 
events  in  France  had  fo  heightened  and  extended  this  dread 
of  innovation  as  ftrongly  to  affe&  the  majority  of  the  middle 
daffes,  and  even  for  a  time  of  the  vulgar,  who  are  naturally 
the  friends  of  innovation,  as  having  more  to  hope  than  to 
fear  from  the  confequences  of  a  change.    Secondly,  The 
advocates  of  political  reformation  reafoned,  toto  cocky  diffe- 
rently ;  and  inferred  the  utility  and  neceflity  of  it  from  the 
t  alamities  and  difaftcrs  of  the  French  revolution  itfelf. 

■ 
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For  had  timely  and  feafonable  reforms  been  made  by  the 
French  government,  while  it  yet  poflefled  the  power  of  re- 
forming, no  revolution  would  have  happened.  But,  on  the 
contrary,  the  government  there  redded  to  the  utmoft  every 
effort  to  correct  even  the  groffeft  abufes  j  and  nothing  was 
effected  but  in  oppofition,  and  as  it  were,  defiance,  of  the 
government,  which,  by  this  means,  gradually  loft  its  in- 
fluence and  its  energy.  The  paflions  of  the  people  were 
rouzed  by  continual  contention  ;  and  the  torrent  of  innova- 
tion, breaking  down  all  the  -dams  and  mounds  of  law  and 
cuftom,  carried  every  thing  before  it,  and  the  government' 
and  people  were  involved  in  one  common  ruin.    But  how 

• 

different  would  have  been  the  cafe  had  the  government  of 
England  taken  the  bufinefs  of  reform  into  its  own  hands ! 
The  mifchiefs  in  France  were  occafioned  by  the  jealoufy 
and  diftruft,  or  rather  the  open  animofity  and  hoftility, 
fubfifting  between  the  conftituted  authorities — the  king  and 
the  National  Affembly.  But  in  Great  Britain,  had  the  king 
and  parliament  united  in  carrying  into  effect  a  general  re- 
form upon  temperate  and  liberal  principles,  fuch  as  were 
calculated  for  practical  advantage,  who  could  have  enter- 
tained the  remoteft  idea  of  a  fuperior  control  ?  Even  thofe 
who  laid  moft  ftrefs  upon  abftralt  fpeculations  of  right,  but 
who  certainly  never  expe&ed  them  to  be  a&ed  upon  in  their 
full  extent,  would  have  acquiefced  with  cheerful  and  grate- 
ful hearts :  and  the  clamors  of  the  few,  if  any  fuch  there 
were,  who  really  wiftied  to  involve  the  nation  in  confufion, 
would  have  been  loft  in  the  acclamations  of  the  many 
who  muft  have  abhorred  the  idea.  "  Confider  ferioufly," 
fays  Mr.  Burke  in  his  admired  fpeech  on  ceconomical  re-  , 
form,  "  the  wifdom  of  timely  reformation.  Early  reforms 
are  amicable  arrangements  with  a  friend  in  power  ;  late  re- 
formations are  impofed  upon  a  conquered  enemy.  Under  a 
ftate  of  inflammation,  the  people  fee  the  abufe,  and  they 
will  fee  nothing  elfe." 

'If, 
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If,  in  addition  to  thefe  neceuary  and  fobcT  domeftic  re- 
forms, the  executive  government  had  acted  with  caution 
and  moderation  abroad,  had  anxiouQy  avoided  making  irielf 
a  party  in  the  continental  quarrels ;  if ,  on  the  contrary, 
England  had  endeavoured,  with  generous  franknefs  and 
good  faith,  by  amicable  interpofition,  to  accommodate 
thofe  quarrels,  and  to  mediate  between  the  contending 
powers.^  if,  in  a  word,  {he  had  refolutely  adopted  and 
perfiited  in  a  fyftem  of  mildnefs,  ceconomy,  and  good-will 
to  all,  and  had  embraced  the  favorable  opportunities  which- 
peace  would  no  doubt  have  afforded  of  increafing  the 
amount,  and  adding  to  the  energy  of  the  too  inadequate 
fund  fet  apart  for  the  liquidation  of  the  public  debt  ;  it  is 
impoflible  to  conjecture  to  what  heights  of  felicity  and  glory 
the  nation  might  in  a  few  years  have  attained.    The  diffi- 
culties of  the  American  war,  after  a  tranquil  interval  of  ten 
years,  had  been  in  a  great  degree  fur  mounted;  and  Mr.  Pitt 
was  able,  on  a  memorable  occafion,  a  few  months  preced- 
ing the  war  with  France,  to  draw  an  exquifite  and  glowing 
picture  of  public  profperity,  which  time  was  about  to  rea- 
lize, when  he  himfelf,  with  unhallowed  hand,  tore  the 
canvas,  and,  exulting  in  his  political  phrenzy,  committed 
it  to  the  rage  and  fury  of  the  winds. 

As  to  the  particular  mode  in  which  national  reform,  fo 
deGrable  in  itfelf,  and  fo  carneftly  defired  by  many,  ought 
to  be  conducted — it  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that,  like  every  other 
important  undertaking,  it  muft,  in  order  to  be  ultimately 
fuccefsful  in  its  operation,  be  conducted  in  the  fpirit  of 
wifdom.  «  The  public,*  fays  a  man  of  talents,  who  has 
been  unjuilly  (ligmatized  as  a  favorer  of  violent  reform, 
Mr.  Hot* ne  Tooke,  «  ought  never  to  receive  a  benefit  at  the 
expenfe  of  an  individual."  Reforms  ought,  therefore,  to 
be  in  a  great  meafure  profpective,  and,  as  far  as  the  influ- 
ence of  them  is  felt  at  all,  it  (hould  be  felt  as  beneficial 
Reforms  merely  fpeculative  are  to  be  avoided  ;  as  all  theo- 
ries are  delufive,  if  not  dangerous,  which  do  not  tend  to 

practical 
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pra&ical  advantage.    Above  all,  it  will  be  the  conftant 
care  of  a  wife  government  to  enlighten  the  people  on  the 
fubje&  of  their  duties  and  their  rights — infufing  into  their 
minds,  by  gentle  and  rational  means,  juft  ideas  of  govern- 
ment—encouraging and  patronizing  thofe  writers  whofc 
works  are  calculated  to  enlarge  the  fphere  of  the  human 
nnderflanding,  and  to  enforce  a  willing  obedience,  upon 
juft  and  equitable  principles ;  fo  that  government  may  nei- 
ther exa&  too  much,  nor  the  people  y  ield  too  little.  Who 
can  eftimate  the  value  of  fuch  writings  as  thofe  of  Locke, 
Hoadley,  and  Addifon,  in  this  view,  both  to  the  govern- 
ment and  to  the  community  of  a  country  ? — "  To  fay  that 
a  blind  cuftom  of  obedience,"  to  quote  the  language  of  one 
of  the  greateft  of  mankind,  lord  Bacon,  "  mould  be  a  furer 
obligation  than  duty  taught  and  underftood,  it  is  to  affirm 
that  a  blind  man  may  tread  furer  by  a  guide  than  a  feeing 
man  can  with  fight."  # 

Towards  the  end  of  the  feflion  a  hill  was  introduced  into 
the  houfe  of  commons,  by  Mr.  Dundas,  for  raifing  and 
embodying  a  militia  in  Scotland ;  which  was  foon  after 
.  pafied  into  a  law,  and  found  by  experience  exceedingly  ob- 
noxious to  the  people  of  Scotland  ;  the  method  of  ballot 
and  the  principle  of  compulfion  being  equally  difliked  on 
the  north  as  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Tweed.  But  obedience 
was  finally  enforced,  as  formerly  in  England,  by  the  irre- 
fiftible  argument  of  the  mufquet  and  bayonet. 

On  the  20th  of  July,  1797,  the  parliamentary  feflion 
was  concluded  in  the  ufual  manner  by  a  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  in  which  his  majefty  intimated  to  the  two  houfes 
u  that  he  was  again  engaged  in  a  negotiation  for  peace, 
which  nothing  fliould  be  wanting  on  his  part  to  bring  to  a 
fuccefsful  termination,  on  fuch  conditions  as  were  confid- 
ent with  the  fecurity,  honor,  and  cflential  intcrcfts  of  his 
dominions." 

At 

•  "  Advancement  of  Learning,"  Book  f. 
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At  this  period  an  extreme  difiatisfaaion  prevailed  through- 
out the  nation  from  the  general  fenfe  entertained  of  the  in- 
capacity of  the  prefent  minifters,  either  as  minifters  of 
peace  or  war ;  and  a  great  number  of  the  mod  reipe&able 
and  independent  members  of  the  houfe,  who  had  ufnally 
voted  with  Mr.  Pitt,  held  confutations  with  each  other 
refpecTing  the  formation  of  a  new  adminiftration,  of  which 
it  was  intended  that  the  earl  of  Moira  fliould  be  the  head ; 
for  the  majority  of  the  aflbciated  members  were,  in  a  greater 
or  lefs  degree,  alarmtfis9  and  conceived  that  Mr.  Fox,  for 
whom  they  pxofefled  a  high  perfonal  admiration  and  re- 
gard, had  pledged  himfeif  farther  than  they  could,  in  con- 
lift  ency  with  their  own  views  and  principles,  follow  him, 
in  the  caufe  of  political  and  parliamentary  reform.  It  was 
underftood  that  the  prince  of  Wales  favored  and  patronized 
the  defigns  now  in  agitation — the  earl  of  Moira  being 
known  to  poflefs  the  entire  confidence  of  that  great  per- 
fonage. 

Previous  to  the  fummer  recefs,  fome  perfons  of  the  bigheft 
re  fpedt  ability  and  eminence  feve rally  demanded  audiences 
of  the  king,  among  ft  whom  were  the  duke  of  Grafton  and 
Mr,  Fox.  The  former  of  thefe  had  once  enjoyed  a  large 
{hare  of  the  king's  favor,  and  Rill  held  a  diftinguiihed 
place  in  his  efteem.  The  object  of  this  nobleman,  as  of 
others  high  in  rank  and  reputation,  who  conceived  them-r 
felves  under  an  indifpenfable  obligation  of  duty  to  flare 
their  fentiments  at  this  crifis  to  his  majefty  in  perfon,  was, 
according  to  public  opinion  and  report,  refpecHully,  though 
unrefervedly,  to  reprefent  to  their  fovereign  the  pernicious 
nature  and  ruinous  confequences  of  the  prcfent  fyftcm, 
and  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  fome  alteration  in  it,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  impending  danger.  The  magnanimous  mind 
of  Mr.  Fox  was  impelled  by  an  additional  motive ;  and 
conceiving  himfeif  and  his  counfels  to  be  unacceptable  to 
the  monarch,  he  thought  it  becoming  his  character,  con- 
formably to  his  recent  intimation  in  parliament,  to  impart 

to 
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to  his  majefty  his  intention  of  retiring  from  public  life, 
that  he  might  not  be  confidered  as  an  impediment  to  the 
projected  change.  It  was  imagined  by  many,  that,  at 
this  crifis,  the  minifters  themfelves  wavered  in  their  refo- 
lution,  and  would  have  acceded,  with  no  violent  oppofition 
on  their  part,  to  the  new  fyftem.  But  as,  on  the  one  hind, 
the  king  mewed  a  moft  inflexible  determination  to  fupport 
the  prefent  men  and  the  prefent  meafures, — fo,  on  the 
other,  the  parliamentary  adherents  of  Mr.  Fox,  men  con- 
fpicuous  for  talents  and  reputation,  and  without  whofe  con- 
currence the  new  adminiilration  could  not  be  formed,  re- 
folved  unanimoufly  to  take  no  aclive  part  in  any  arrange- 
ment of  which  Mr^.  Fox  was  not  the  political  head  ;  fo  that 
this  well-intentioned  effort  proved  altogether  unavailing.* 

The  military  tranfatlions  of  this  year  were  peculiarly 
interefting.  The  unfortunate  refult  of  the  invafion  of 
Germany  by  the  generals  Jourdain  and  Moreau  during- the 
former  campaign,  and  the  extraordinary  fuccefs  which  had 
attended  the  exertions  of  general  Buonaparte  in  Italy,  led 
the  French  government  to  bend  almoft  their  whole  attentiou 
to  this  quarter,  and  the  war  upon  the  Rhine  appeared  to 
be  in  a  manner  fufpended — Although  nothing  but  a  feries 
pf  misfortunes  had  been  experienced  by  the  Imperial  gene- 
rals in  their  repeated  attempts  to  defend  the  Italian  pof- 

fefiions 

•  From  this  period  the  duke  of  Grafton  returned  to  the  enjoyment  of 
that  retired  and  rural  life  in  which  he  had  found  fo  much  more  fatUfacfcioa 
than  in  the  higheil  attainments  of  ambition.  Nothing  left  indeed  than  the 
urgent  call  of  public  duty,  as  waa  pcrfe&ly  well  known  to  his  friends,  could 
have  induced  this  highly-refpeaablc  nobleman  to  have  quitted  thofe  peaco 
ful  and  happy  (hades, 

•*  Where  fmiling  Eufton  boaft*  her  good  Fitzroy  ; 
Lord  of  pure  alms,  and  gifts  that  wide  extend,-— 
The  farmer'*  patron,  and  the  poor  man'*  friend  ** 
1"«it  the  Ongulariy  beautiful  and  extraordinary  production  of  natural  tafte 
and  genius  recently  pullifhcd  undtr  the  appropriate  tide  of  The  Farms*'* 
Boy. 
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feflions  of  the  emperor  their  fovereign,  tlie  power  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria  difplayed  itfelf  very  confpicuoufly  in  the 
fpeedy  reparation  of  their  lofles ;  and  the  armies  extermi- 
nated, fecmed,  like  the  heads  of  the  Hydra,  to  be  inftantly 
fupplied  by  others.  After  the  battle  of  Arcole,  new  lories 
were  made  throughout  the  hereditary  dates,  and  vaft  rein- 
forcements fent  with  fuch  expedition  to  general  Alvinzi, 
that  he  was  able  to  take  the  field  once  more  in  great  force 
early  in  the  month  of  January  ( 1 797).  Palling  the  Brenta, 
he  advanced  to  the  Adige  5  and,  carrying  by  afTault  the 
important  poft  of  Corona,  compelled  the  French  to  fall 
back  to  Rivoli.  General  Buonaparte,  who  had  been  for 
fome  time  paft  at  Bologna,  was  no  fooner  apprized  of  this 
new  and  unexpected  irruption,  than  he  refumed  in  perfon 
the  command  of  his  army,  now  ftrengthened  by  reinforce- 
ments, and  immediately  changed  general  Joubert's  plan  of 
defence  into  an  attack. 

On  the  fucceeding  day  (January  14),  a  general  engage- 
ment took  place,  in  which  prodigious  difplays  of  (kill  and 
valor  were  exhibited  by  the  combatants  on  each  fide.  To- 
wards the  clofe  of  the  day,  the  Auftrians,  who  were  much 
fuperior  in  number,  appeared  to  have  decidedly  the  advan- 
tage,— the  main  body  of  the  French  being  driven  into  their 
entrenchments,  and  the  two  wings  completely  difordcred. 
General  Buonaparte,  perceiving  the  perilous  nature  of  his 
fi tuation,  determined  upon  one  final  effort,  and  ordered 
a  numerous  column  from  the  right  wing  of  the  Auftrians, 
which  had  taken  a  commanding  pofition  upon  the  heights 
behind  Rivoli,  in  the  rear  of  the  French,  from  the  Adige 
to  the  Lake  of  Guarda,  to  be  attacked  by  a  body  of  chofen 
troops  with  fixed  bayonets*  This  fervice  was  moll  effec- 
tually performed:  the  Auftrians,  who  had  fuppofed  the 
battle  gained,  fled  panic-ftruck  towards  the  lake,  and  great 
part  of  the  column  furrendered  almoft  without  refiftance. 
This,  however,  was,  on  the  part  of  the  French,  rather  an 
cfcape  than  a  victory.    Two  hours  before  day-break,  on 

the 
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the  1 5th  of  January,  the  battle  was  renewed  with  redoubled 
fury.  After  a  gallant  reGftance,  the  main  body  of  the 
Auftrian  army  was  diflodged  from  their  pofition :  and  the 
left  wing,  polled  on  the  Heights  of  St.  Marco,  being  fur- 
rounded,  were  either  killed  or  taken  prifoners. — This  was 
not  the  only  difaftcr  fuftained  by  the  Auftrians.  General 
Provera,  at  the  head  of  a  column  of  ten  thoufend  men, 
compofed  chiefly  of  volunteers,  many  of  them  of  the  befl: 
families  of  Vienna,  who  had  received  from  the  emprefs  a 
fort  of  confecrated  ftandard,  worked  with  her  own  hands, 
marched,  with  all  the  chivalrous  feelings  of  the  antient 
crufades,  to  the  relief  of  Mantua,  expecting  a  powerful 
co-operation  from  general  Wurmfer,  who  had  previous 
notice  of  their  intention.  An  attack  was  accordingly  made 
by  that  brave  veteran,  with  the  whole  force  of  his  garrifon, 
on  the  pofl  of  La  Favorita,  while  Provera  attempted  that 
of  St.  George  ;  but  in  both  inilances  without  fuccefs :  and 
after  the  defeat  of  Alvinzi  at  Rivoli,  general  Buonaparte 
was  enabled  to  detach  large  bodies  of  troops,  which,  fur- 
rounding  Provera,  and  fecuring  the  pafles  on  all  (ides,  at 
length,  after  a  brave  refiftance,  compelled  the  Auftrian 
general  to  furrender,  with  his  remaining  forces,  at  difcre- 
tion  :  So  that,-  fince  the  commencement  of  the  new  year, 
the  French  boafted  to  have  taken  no  lefs  than  25,000 
prifoners  and  60  pieces  of  cannon ;  and  the  fourth  Au- 
ftrian army  fent  to  Italy,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  months, 
was  entirely  broken. — The  garrifon  of  Mantua  having  now 
loft  every  hope  of  fuccour,  and  reduced  to  extremity  by 
difeafe  and  famine,  at  length  capitulated  on  honorable 
terms ;  and  that  almoft  impregnable  fortrefs,  upon  which 
little  impreflion  had  been  made  by  the  arms  of  the  befiegers, 
fubmitted  to  the  republican,  though  Die  had  for  centuries 
refilled  the  monarchical,  power  of  France.  Subfequent  to 
the  fatal  battle  of  Rivoli,  the  mattered  remains  of  the 

- 

Auftrians  had  repaired,  with  precipitation,  the  rivers  Adigc 
and  Brenta  j  and  part  of  the  left  divifion  retreated  through 
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Rovcredo  to  Trent,  of  which  the  French,  under  general 
Joubert,  took  peaceable  pofleflion. 

The  late  meafures  of  the  court  of  Rome  feemed  to  todi- 
cate  that  the  aged  pontiff  was  bent  upon  his  own  deftruc- 
tion.    Inftead  of  obferving  an  exacl  neutrality  between  the 
belligerent  powers,  or  offering,  in  the  fpirit  of  Chriftian 
catholicifm,  to  interpofe  his  paternal  and  healing  mediation, 
he  feemed  actuated  by  a  fettled  rage  againft  the  French  re- 
public, equally  furious  and  impotent.    Count  Manfredini, 
firft  minifter  of  the  grand-duke  of  Tufcany,  had  apprized 
cardinal  Bufca,  fecretary  to  his  holinefs,  that  general  Buo- 
naparte was  far  from  wifhing  to  co-operate  m  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  papal  fee ;  that  he  acknowledged  fome  of  the 
articles  of  the  armiitice  to  be  fuch  as  his  holinefs  might 
juftly  regard  as  inadmiflible ;  and  that  he  was  difpofed  to 
render  them  more  favorable :  but  the  pope,  moft  abfurdJy 
confident  in  his  own  refources,  and  proud  of  the  Imperial 
alliance,  treated  thefe  indirect  overtures  with  neglect  or 
contempt,  and  made  great  warlike  preparations  throughout 
his  dominions,  to  fecond  the  efforts  of  general  Alvinzi 
previous  to  the  battle  of  Arcole — the  event  of  which,  with 
the  fucceeding  defeat  at  Rivoli,  left  the  Roman  pontiff  at 
the  mercy  of  his  enemies. 

On  the  i  ft  of  February,  ^97,  general  Buonaparte  pub- 
Hfhed  a  manifefto,  declaring  the  violation  of  the  armiftice 
by  the  pope,  charging  his  holinefs  with  refufing  to  liften 
to  the  pacific  overtures  of  the  republic  ;  with  having  en- 
tered into  hoftile  negotiations  with  the  court  of  Vienna ; 
with  haying  put  his  troops  in  motion,  and  cntrufting  the 
command  of  them  to  Auftrian  officers  ; — and,  depending 
probably  upon  the  known  pufillanimity  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ecclefiaftical  ftates,  the  manifefto  concluded  with  dread- 
ful denunciations  of  vengeance  againft  thofe  who  offered 
any  refiftance  to  the  march  of  the  republicans. 

The  papal  army  lay  ilrongly  entrenched  on  the  banks  of 
the  Senio,  where  they  were  attacked  by  the  divifion  of  gc- 
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neral  Victor  on  the  fccond  of  the  fame  month.  The  en- 
counter, though  (hort,  was  (harp.  During  the  engagement 
fevcril  priefls,  with  crucifixes  in  their  hands,  animated, 
by  their  exhortations,  the  Roman  troops :  but  they  were 
unable  to  ftand  the  Ihock  of  the  bayonet,  and  were  driven 
from  their  entrenchments  with  the  lofs  of  fifteen  hundred 
men  and  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon — that  of  the  French 
amounting  to  no  more  than  forty  killed  and  wounded. 
General  Buonaparte,  now  taking  the  command  in  perfon, 
advanced  to  Faenza,  the  gates  of  which  were  (hut  againft 
him.  The  place  was  immediately  carried  by  aflault  i  but 
no  pillage  or  plunder  was  allowed.  This  had  an  happy  ef- 
fect. In  a  few  days  the  Romagna,  the  duchy  of  Urbino, 
and  the  whole  marche  of  Ancona,  fubmitted  to  the  French. 
In  the  town  of  Ancona  was  found  a  large  magazine  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  including  a  fine  train  of  artillery, 
which  had  juft  been  fent  to  the  pope  from  the  emperor.  A 
divifion  of  the  republican  army  alfo  proceeded  to  Loretto> 
whence  the  greater  part  of  the  treafure  had  been  previoufly 
removed.  The  remains  of  that  coftly  but  abfurd  and  ufelefs 
collection  of  wealth,  the  contributions  of  fuperftition  and 
folly, .  were  however,  without  any  remorfe  of  confcicncc, 
fecured  j  the  myfteries  of  the  facred  chapel,  and  the  mira- 
culous houfe,  or  fanEla  cafa>  with  all  the  religious  trumpery 
which  they  contained,  were  expofed  to  vulgar  gaze ;  and 
the  celebrated  Madona,  or  image  of  the  Virgin,  fo  long 
the  object  of  awe  and  adoration,  was  packed  up  in  a  cafe, 
with  the  relics  of  her  wardrobe  and  furniture,  confifting 
of  rags  of  coarfe  woollen  cloth,  earthen  fpoons,  &c.  and 
fent  as  trophies  to  the  Directory. 

General  Colli,  who,  with  the  papal  army,  had  been 
pofted  near  Ancona,  retreated  with  precipitation  at  the  ap- 
proach of  theTrench ;  and,  no-where  attempting  to  make 
a  (land,  the  republicans  proceeded,  without  any  obftaclc, 
through  Macera  to  Tolentino,  within  a  few  days'  march  cf 
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Rome  5  when  general  Buonaparte  received  a  letter  written 
by  the  pope  in  his  own  hand,  and  conceived  in  the  follow- 
ing terms  : 

-  Dear.  Som,  *  «  Health  and  Apoftolicxl  Betttfiak*. 

«  Defirous  of  terminating,  in  an  amicable  manner,  our 
actual  differences  with  the  French  republic,  by  the  with- 
drawing the  troops  which  you  command,  we  fend  and  de- 
pute towards  you,  as  our  plenipotentiaries,  two  ecdefiafhes, 
— the  cardinal  Mattei,  who  is  perfectly  known  to  you, 
and  his  lordfhip  of  Galeppi  ;  together  with  two  feculars, 
the  duke  Don  Lewis  Brafchi,  our  nephew,  and  the  marquis 
Camilli  Maflini ;  who  are  clothed  with  our  full  powers  to 
concert  with  you,  to  promife  and  fubferibe  fuch  conditions 
as  we  hope  fhall  be  juft  and  reafonable  j  obliging  ourfclves, 
on  our  faith  and  word,  to  approve  and  ratify  them  in  fpe- 
cial  form,  in  order  that  they  mav  at  all  times  be  valid  and 
inviolable.  Secure  in  the  fentiments  of  good  will  which 
you  have  manifefted  towards  us,  we  have  abftained  from 
all  removal  from  Rome,  by  which  you  will  be  perfuaikd 
of  our  great  confidence  in  you.  We  conclude  with  afliir- 
ing  you  of  our  higheft  eftecm,  and  in  giving  you  our  pa- 
ternal apoftolic  benediction.— Given  at  St.  Peter's  of  Rome* 
February  12,  1 797,  the  2 id  year  of  our  pontificate. 

PIUS.* 

In  confequence  of  this  letter  a  treaty  of  peace  was  na- 
med lately  figned  atTolentino,  on  terms  more  tolerable  than 
could  well  be  expeded,  confidcring  the  relative  fituation  01 
both  parties.  The  pope  con  fen  ted  to  withdraw  every  aibf 
Jicny  &c.  given  by  him  to  the  powers  coalefced  again  ft  Francc» 
to  fuffer  no  (hips  of  war  or  privateers  belonging  to  the  enemy 
to  enter  his  ports  *,  to  renounce  all  right  to  Avignon  and 
the  Venaiflin,  and  alfo  to  the  legations  of  Bologna,  Ferrary 
and  the  Romagna  ;  and  the  French  to  poflefs  all  the  in> 
munities  of  the  mod  favored  nation.  His  holinefs  alto 
agreed  to  pay  thirty  millions  of  livres,  as  the  price  of 

peace  within  two  months ;  and  all  the  manufcripts,  p** 
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turefc  ftatues,  &c.  ftipulated  for  at  the  period  of  the  ai- 
roiflice,  to  be  immediately  delivered :-  likewife  to  fet  at 
liberty  all  who  were  confined  in  Rome  on  account  of 
their  political  opinions  •,  and  the  city  and  citadel  of  An- 
cona  to  remiin  in  pofleffion  of  the  French  till  a  general 
peace* 

On  figning  the  articles,  general  Buonaparte  wrote  a  po- 
lite anfwer  to  the  pope's  letter,  in  which  he  allured  his 
holineis  of  the  eftecm  and  perfect  veneration  he  had  for 
his  perfon  $  hoping  that  the  French  republic  would  approve 
itfelf  one  of  the  trueft  friends  of  Rome." 

In  the  progrefs  of  his  march,  general  Buonaparte,  find- 
ing himfelf  near  the  celebrated  mountain  which  comprifes 
the  whole  territory  of  the  ancient  republic  of  St.  Marino, 
was  feized  with  the  noble  enthufiafm  of  difplaying  in  the 
moil  flattering  and  confpicuous  manner  the  refpeft  which 
was  due  to  this  genuine  remnant  of  the  fons  of  freedom. 
The  ambaflador  Monge,  deputed  by  the  French  general, 
told  the  chiefs  of  this  obfcure  but  happy  community,  that 
he  came  in  the  name  of  the  French  people  to  aflure  the  an- 
cient republic  of  St.  Marino  of  their  inviolable  friendftiip. 
He  entered  into  a  concife  hiftory  of  the  principal  events  of 
the  revolution,  and  fignified  the  glorious  fuccefs  with  which 
their  efforts  had  been  crowned.  After  complimenting  them 
for  the  afylum  afforded  to  liberty  within  their  walls,  during 
the  centuries  when  it  feemed  baniftied  from  the  reft  of  Eu- 
rope) the  ambaflador  intimated,  that  if  it  was  the  wifli  of 
the  government  of  St.  Marino  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  their 
territory,  the  French  republic  would  gladly  embrace  the  oc- 
cafion  to  give  them  the  mod  folid  proofs  of  their  good  will. 
The  reply  of  this  fmall  but  virtuous  and  unambitious  (late 
was  fuch  as  to  afford  a  leflbn  both  of  political  and  moral 
wifdom  to  all  the  nations  of  Chriftendom. — "  We  place,? 
faid  they,  "  citizen  ambaiTador,  in  the  number  of  the  mpft 
glorious  epochas  that  have  diftinguifhed  the  annals  of  our 
freedom,  the  day  of  your  miflion  to  our  republic.  Your 
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republic  not  only  conquers  its  enemies  by  the  force  of  its 
arms,  but  fills  its  friends  with  amazement  at  the  generality 
of  its  proceedings.  The  love  of  our  liberty  makes  us  feel  the 
worth  of  the  magnanimous  exertions  of  a  great  people  afpir- 
ing  to  recover  their  own.  Thofe  exertions  have  furpafled 
all  expectation.  Your  nation,  fingle  againft  the  reft  of 
Europe,  has  afforded  the  world  an  aftonifliing  example  of 
what  that  energy  can  achieve  which  is  produced  by  the  fer> 
timent  of  li&erty. — Your  army,  marching  in  the  fteps  oi 
Hannibal,  and  furpa fling  by  its  deeds  whatever  is  moft  won- 
derful in  antiquity,  led  on  by  a  hero  who  unites  to  every 
virtue  the  powers  of  the  moil  diftinguiflied  genius,  has  caft 
a  glance  on  a  corner  of  the  globe  where  a  remnant  of  the 
fons  of  Liberty  fled  for  refuge,  and  where  is  found  rather 
thz  plainnefs  of  Spartan  maimers  than  the  elegance  of 
Athens.  You  know,  citizen  ambaflador,  that  the  fimpli- 
city  of  our  cuftoms,  the  deep  fentiment  we  cherifti  of  li- 
berty,, are  the  only  inheritance  which  has  been  tranfmittcd 
to  us  by  our  fathers :  this  we  have  been  able  to  prefcrve 
untouched  amid  ft  the  political  convulfions  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  fucceflion  of  many  revolving  ages*  and  which 
neither  ambition  nor  hatred  have  been  able  to  deftroy.  Re- 
turn then  to  the  hero  who  has  fent  you  :  Carry  back  to  him 
the  free  homage  not  only  of  that  admiration  which  we  (hare 
with  the  whole  world,  but  alfo  of  our  gratitude  :  Tell  him 
that  the  republic  of  St.  Marino,  fatisficd  with  its  mediocrity, 
fears  to  accept  of  his  generous  offer  of  enlarging  its  terri- 
tory, which  might,  in  the  end,  prove  injurious  to  its 
liberty." 

Here  then  is  a  ftriking  and  inftrii&ive  in  ft  a  nee  of  a  com- 
munity enjoying  in  grateful  contentment  their  beloved  and 
enviable  freedom  while  a  thouiand  years  have  rolled  away, 
and  who,  fatisfied  with  the  peaceful  pofleflfion  of  their  na- 
tive mountain,  refufe  to  hearken  to  the  moft  tempting  offers 
of  an  enlargement  of  then*  dominion.  What  a  contrail  to 
the  wicked  and  abfurd  policy  of  thofe  CbriJIian  countries 
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which,  great  in  riches,  in  extent  of  territory  and  popula- 
tion, place  their  chief  glory  in  fubje&ing  to  their  tyrannical 
yoke  the  fartheft  regions  of  the  globe,  whofe  weak  and  un- 
offending inhabitants  could  never  have  afforded  the  flighted 
pretext  for  inflicting  upon  them  thefe  atrocious  injuries, 
and  who  have  no  knowledge  of  their  conquerors,  but  in 
the  chara&e*  and  capacity  of  oppreflbrs,  plunderers,  and 
aflaflins. 

■   Scarcely  had  the  peace  with  the  pope  been  figned  and  ra- 
tified, when  the  attention  of  the  French  general  was  recalled 
to  the  northern  parts  of  Italy,  where  the  Auftrians  had 
again  aflembled  in  great  force*    General  Alvinzi  was  now 
difmifled  from  his  command,  and  the  archduke  Charles, 
the  idol  of  the  German  foldiery,  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
Imperial  armies  with  full  powers  •,  and  the  court  of  Vienna, 
after  its  repeated  difappointments,  Hill  flattered  itfclf  with 
the  hopes  that  the  deliverer  of  the  empire,  the  hero  of 
Kehl,  and  the  conqueror  of  Jourdain,  would  be  able  to 
diflblve  the  charm  by  which  victory  feemed  bound  to  the 
car  of  Buonaparte.    The  archduke  carried  with  him  very 
powerful  reinforcements  from  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  5 
and  the  French  government  likewife  detached  from  their 
forces  in  that  quarter  a  very  large  divifion  under  general 
Bernadotte ;  fo  that  the  flower  both  of  the  Auftrian  and 
French  armies  were  now  aflembled  at  the  foot  of  the  Noric 
Alps,  to  decide  a  quarrel  which  had  begun  near  the  mores 
of  the  German  Ocean. 

Since  the  defeat  of  the  gallant  but  unfortunate  Alvinzi 
at  Rivoli,  the  French  had  occupied  the  right  fide  of  the 
Piava,  from  its  fource  in  the  Alps  to  its  embouchure  in  the 
Adriatic.  The  Auftrians,  marching  from  all  parts,  gra- 
dually formed  on  the  oppofite  (hore,  and  fome  (kirmiihes 
had  already  taken  place  between  the  advanced  pofts,  when 
Buonaparte  returned  from  the  unlaurelled  triumphs  of  the 
papal  war  to  the  grand  fcene  of  military  operation.  The  di- 
vifions  under  Matfena  and  Serruricr  having  paflcd  the  Piava, 
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the  archduke  fell  back  on  Belluno,  and  continued  retreating 
till  he  had  repafled  the  TagUamento,  the  banks  of  which 
deep  and  rapid  dream  the  Auftrians  had  fb  fortified,  from 
the  mountains  to  the  Adriatic,  as  to  render  the  farther  pro- 
grefs  of  the  French  army  extremely  hazardous.    Here,  j 
therefore,  general  Buonaparte  thought  it  expedient  to  patfc; 
and,  contrary  to  his  apparent  cuflom,  cautioufly  to  deli- 
berate before  he  ventured  to  pafs  this  bulwark  of  the  An- 
ftrian  dominions.    On  the  16th  of  March  (i797)»  all  the 
necefiary  difpofitions  being  made,  general  Buonaparte,  de- 
pending upon  the  co-operation  of  general  Joubert  on  the 
fide  of  the  Tyrol,  and  taking  his  advantage  of  the  lownefc 
of  the  waters  of  the  Tagiiamento,  in  confequence  of  the 
froft  which  (till  arrefted  the  torrents  ufually  flowing  into 
that  river  from  the  Glaciers  and  the  Upper  Alps,  deter- 
mined to  make  what  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  boldeft 
efforts  of  the  Italian  war.  General  Duphot  fir  ft:  threw  him- 
felf  into  the  river  at  the  head  of  a  brigade  of  light  infantry, 
fupported  by  Bcrnadotte,  Murat,  and  feyeral  other  brave 
officers,  and,  having  gained  the  oppofite  fhorc,  the  whole 
army  gradually  formed  in  fpite  of  various  fierce  charge* 
from  the  Auftrian  cavalry.    The  Auftrians,  aftonifbed  and 
difconccrted,  made  comparatively  but  a  feeble  refinance. 
The  village  where  the  archduke  had  eft abli fried  his  bead- 
quarters  being  vigoroufly  attacked,  that  prince  was  com- 
pelled haftily  to  withdraw  his  troop3  under  cover  of  the 
night*  and  continued  his  march  till  he  reached  the  gorges 
of  the  mountains  which  bound  the  Venetian  territory  i 
leaving  part  of  his  artillery:,  and  the  towns  of  Palma  Nuova, 
Udine,  and  the  Currounding  country,  to  the  mercy  of  the 
conqueror.     Buonaparte  was  not  deceived  in  his  expectati- 
ons from  Joubert.    That  officer  was  inftru£ted  to  penetrate 
through  the  Tyrol  into  Carinthia,  afcending  up  the  Adige, 
and  following  the  courfe  of  that  river  to  Brixen  ;  then  to 
proceed  to  the  head  of  the  Drave.    He  was  oppofed  in  his 
progTefs  by  general  Laudohn,  related  to  the  great  marefcha! 
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Landohn,  jover  whom  Joubert  obtained  feveral  advantages, 
compelling  him  to  retreat  to  Infpruck,  while  Joubert  took 
pofTeffion  of  Brixen,  where  the  Auftrians  had  large  maga- 
zines.    Another  divifion,  under  general  Maflena,  alfo 
pa(Eng  the  Tagliamento  near  its  fource,  continued  its  march 
among  the  mountains,  with  much  difficulty  from  the  nature 
of  the  country,  and  refiftance  from  the  enemy,  to  the 
fources  of  the  Brave-    The  main  body  of  the  French  army 
had  by  this  time  entered  the  Auftrian  Frioul — the  garrifon 
of  Gradifca  furrendering  themfeivcs  prifoners  of  war. 
THeftc,  the  chief  town  of  Carniola,  and  the  whole  province 
of  Iftria  bordering  on  the  Adriatic,  fuhmitted  to  the  arms 
of  the  republic.    The  head-quarters  of  the  archduke  were 
now  removed  to  Clagenfurt,  the  capital  of  Carinthia,  to 
which  the  generals  Buonaparte  and  Maflena  preflcd  forward 
in  different  directions, — the  latter  defeating  in  his  progreis 
a  large  divifion  of  the  Auftrian  army  on  the  fummit  of  the 
vaft  mountains  which  impend  over  the  town  of  Tarwis. 
The  battle  was  fought,  according  to  the  expreffion  of  the 
French  commander,  above  the  clouds, — the  mow  covering 
the  ground  to  a  great  depth. 

General  Joubert  was  at  this  time  ftill  entangled  in  the 
Tyrolian  Alps ;  but,  defifting  from  his  purfuit  of  Laudohn, 
he  paired  the  fummit  of  the  range  of  mountains  dividing 
the  Tyrol  from  the  duchy  of  Carinthia,  and,  continuing  his 
march  along  the  Drave,  joined  the  generals  Buonaparte  and 
Maflena  at  Clagenfurt  5  whence  prince  Charles,  at  the  near 
approach  of  the  French,  had  made  his  farther  retreat.  The 
republicans  were  now  in  pofieffion  of  all  the  Auftrian  terri- 
tory  on  the  Italian  fide  of  the  Alps,  of  the  Tyrol,  of  the 
provinces  of  Carniola,  Carinthia,  and  Iftria,  on  the  Ger- 
man fide.  Having,  after  an  unexampled  feries  of  triumphs, 
attained  to  this  fummit  of  profperity,  the  French  general 
exhibited  an  extraordinary  inftance  of  moderation  and  good 
policy,  in  making  a  direct  overture  for  peace,  in  a  letter 
addrefled  (March  31)  to  the  archduke,  and  expreffed  in 
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terms  the  mod  open,  frank,  and  generous,  highly  deferr- 
ing of  hiftoric  commemoration.  «  Brave  foldiers,"  fays 
the  French  commander,  «  make  war,  but  defire  peace. 
Has  not  the  war  lafled  fix  years  ?  Have  we  not  committed 
evils  enough  againft  fuffering  humanity  ? — Europe,  who 
had  taken  up  arms  againft  the  French  republic,  has 
laid  them  down.  Your  nation  alone  remains,  and  the 
fixth  campaign  is  announced  under  the  moil  portentous 
aufpice3. — Is  there  no  hope  then  of  accommodation  ?  Is 
it  eflential  to  the  interefts  or  gratifying  to  the  pafiions  of 
a  nation,  far  removed  from  the  theatre  of  war,  that  we 
ihould  continue  to  murder  each  other?  Do  not  ima- 
gine, gallant  general,  that  I  wifh  to  infinuate  that  you 
cannot  fave  your  country  by  force  of  arms ;  but,  with 
refpeft  to  myfelf,,  if  the  overture  which  I  now  have  the 
honor  to  make  to  you  could  be  the  means  of  fparing  the 
life  of  a  fingle  man,  I  (hould  prize  more  highly  the  civic 
crown  to  which  my  interference  would  entitle  me,  than  the 
melancholy  glory  which  would  refult  from  the  mod  brilliant 
military  exploits."  The  archduke  returned  a  polite  though 
fomewhat  cool  reply  to  this  remarkable  letter,  importing, 
«  that  he  neither  conceived  it  his  part  to  enter  into  any 
di  feu  {Ron  of  the  principles  upon  which  the  war  was  carried 
on,  nor  was  he  furnifhed  by  the  emperor  with  any  powers 
to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace/' 

Upon  receiving  this  anfwer,  general  Buonaparte  again 
put  his  troops  in  motion.  On  the  2d  of  April  general 
Maflena,  with  the  advanced  guard,  attacked  the  archdqVc 
in  the  defiles  between  Freif a ch  and  Neumark.  After  a 
bloody  conflict  the  Auftrians  retired,  leaving  the  field  co- 
vered with  dead.  On  the  4th,  another  partial  engagement 
took  place  at  Hunfmark,  where  the  French  maintained 
again  their  wonted  fuperiority.  The  French  general  now 
continued  his  march  \  and  the  Auflrians  retreating  acrofs 
the  Muhr,  the  enemy  took  poflefiion  of  the  town  of  Juckn- 
burg  in  the  principality  of  Styria,  fituated  on  that  river. 

They 
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They  were  now  120  miles  only  from  Vienna,  which,  by  the 
rapid  approach  of  the  French,  was  thrown  into  the  utmoft 
confternation.  Some  thoufands  of  men  were  employed  in 
railing  new  works  for  the  defence  of  the  city.  A  general 
enrolment  took  place,  in  which  the  noble  and  the  peafant 
were  alike  included,  and  precautions  were  taken  to  remove 
Ac  public  treafure  and  archives  of  the  archduchy  into 
Hungary.  The  advanced  pofts  of  the  French  army  had  al- 
ready left  Judenburg  far  in  the  rear  \  .and  the  general  in- 
formed the  Directory  m  his  difpatches,  "  that  he  hoped, 
at  the  head  of  20,000  grenadiers,  to  plant,  in  a  few  days, 
the  ftandard  of  the  French  republic  in  the  .capital  of  his  Im- 
perial majefty." 

But  notwithftanding  the  flattering  profpecls  before  him, 
there  were  prefent  to  his  mind  confiderations  of  great  mo- 
ment, which  might  well  caufe  tlxe  French  commander  to 
paufe  in  his  career  of  vi&ory.  Intelligence  was  juft  re- 
ceived that  the  brave  and  hardy  Tyrolefe  pcafantry  had,  as 
on  former  occafions,  rifen  in  a  mafs,  and,  under  the  active 
and  fpirited  conduct  of  general  Laudohn,  had  recovered 
Botfen  and  Brixen,  whence  the  French  troops,  left  for  the 
defence  of  the  Tyrol,  had  been  driven  with  lofs.  General 
Alvinzi  was  advancing  by  Fiuma  and  Triefte  into  the 
Frioul,  and  a  great  army  was  gradually  forming  in  the  rear 
of  the  French.  There  was  alfo  good  rcafon  to  believe  that  the 
republic  of  Venice,  which  had  been  ever  fecretly  inimical  to 
France,  waited  only  a  favourable  opportunity  of  joining  the 
Auftrians  avowedly  and  openly.  The  conquering  army, 
though  full  of  fpirit  and  courage,  was  much  diminifhed  in 
number,  deftitute  of  heavy  artillery  for  fieg<*8,  and  utterly 
incompetent  to  retain  poiTeflion  of  the  numerous  provinces 
it  had  fubdued.  General  Buonaparte,  in  the  height  of  his 
fucceffes,  began  to  feel  that  he  was  in  the  midfl  of  an  enemy's 
country  5  and,  as  he  advanced,  the  peafantry  of  Carinthu 
and  Cajniola  would,  in  all  probability,  follow  the  example 
of  the  Tyrolians — the  different  proclamations  of  liberty 

which 


Digitized  by  Google 


3{U  GEORGE  III. 

which  he  had  publifhed  from  tunc  to  time  having  produced 
no  fenfible  effect.   His  communication  with  France,  and 
even  with  Italy,  Tenanted  as  that  country  was  now  from 
him  by  a  tremendous  barrier  of  mountains,  muft  be  given 
up.    He  had  no  expectation  of  fupport  from  any  quarter  \ 
and  the  army  he  commanded  was  manifeftly  unequal  to  the 
mighty  talk  of  fubverting  the  Auftrian  empire.  Even  (hould 
he  fucceed  in  the  doubtful  cnterprife  of  making  hinuelf 
mailer  of  Vienna,  defended  as  it  (till  was  by  the  lofty  Sy- 
rian hills  rifing  from  the  banks  of  the  Muhr,  and  by  a  brave 
and  patriotic  army  commanded  by  a  gallant  prince,  beloved 
and  revered  by  his  country,  formidable  notwithftanding  his 
lofles,  and  whofe  defeats  were  not  like  thofe  of  Arcole  and 
Rivoli,  he  would  even  then  fee  before  him  an  almoft  in- 
terminable length  of  territory     to  the  north,  Bohemia; 
to  the  fouth,  Hungary  ;  and,  to  the  eaft,  the  vail  provinces 
of  Auftrian  Poland.    Armies  would  rife  up  on  every  fide  ; 
his  forces  would  be  harafled,  diminiflied,  and  difpirited,  by 
inceifant  action ;  and  he  might  at  laft  deem  himfelf  fortunate 
to  efcape,  like  his  celebrated  predecefior,  marefchal  Bel- 
lcifle,  after  penetrating  into  the  centre  of  the  Auftrian  do- 
minions, with  the  (nattered  remnant  of  his  troops,  back 
into  his  own  country.     In  this  ftate  of  things  it  was  no 
doubt  with  great  fatisfaction  that  general  Buonaparte  re- 
ceived, through  the  medium  of  general  Bellegarde,  a  dif- 
patch  from  the  court  of  Vienna,  propofing  a  fufpenfion 
of  arms  for  ten  days.    To  this  propofirjon  he  immediately 
acceded  x  and  within  that  term  preliminaries  of  peace  were 
figned  (April  18,  1797*)  at  Leoben  inStyria. 

The  articles  of  this  famous  treaty  contained  a  direct  cef- 
fion  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  to  France ;  they  allowed 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Rhine,  and  recognifed  the  im'er 
pendence  of  the  newly-erected  Italian  republics.  Thus 
was  England  alone,  of  all  the  power6  engaged  in  the  confe- 
deracy 
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dcracy  againft  France*  left  to  carry  on  that  ruinous,  unjutt, 
and  hopelefs  conteft.* 

A  manifefto,  publifhed  April  9,  pending  the  negoti*. 
rion,  was  addrefled  from  Leoben,  by  general  Buonaparte,  to 
tlie  doge  and  fenate  of  Venice,  complaining  of  the  hoftile 
difpofition  which  that  government  had  uniformly  (hewn  to- 
wards the  French,  and  demanding  inftant  fatisfa&ion  for 
the  injuries  they  had  fuftained.    It  was  particularly  alleged 
againft  them,  that  marftal  Beaulieu  had  been  received  in 
their  territory  with  every  mark  of  kindnefs  after  his  fuccef- 
five  defeats  in  the  campaign  of  1 796,  and  even  fuffeied  to 
take  poflTdlion  of  the  fortrefs  of  Pefchiera  on  the  Lake  of 
Guarda.    The  repeated  difafters  of  the  Auftrians  at  length, 
it  is  afierted,  awakened  the  Venetian  fenate  from  its  dream 
of  the  eventual  fuccefc  of  the  coalition  :  it  was  perceived 
that  general  Buonaparte  would  not  be  made  the  dupe  of  their 
infidious  policy  j  and,  dreading  to  be  involved  in  the  gene- 
ral deftru&ion  which  threatened  the  remaining  defpotic  go- 
vernments of  Italy,  the  fenate  fought  with  eagernefs  fome 
favorable  opportunity  of  joining  their  forces  with  thofe  of 
the  emperor  for  the  extermination  of  the  invaders  The 
retreat  of  the  archduke,  and  the  march  of  the  French  to- 
wards  the  capital  of  the  Auftrian  dominions,  feemed  to  be  the 
precife  moment,  when,  without  rifle  or  danger,  they  might 
aim  a  deciiive  blow.   General  Buonaparte  was  neverthelcfs 
well  informed  of  the  perfidious  intentions  of  the  fenate,  but 
hoped  that  thje  forces  which  he  had  left  in  Lombardy,  under 
general  Augercau,  would  be  fufficient  to  over-awe  the  Ve- 
netian government.  But  when  the  news  arrived  of  general 

Laudohns 

•  **  While  the  arm  if  •  and  navies  of  England  have  heen  given  tp 
Mr.  Pitt,'*  fays  a  celebrated  writer,  **  without  rrfiric^jun,  and  rt>  trcafure* 
poured  out  at  his  feet,  his  unprofpeious  prudence  has  produced  all  the  effects 
of  the  blinded  temerity,  and  finally  left  this  country  nothing  but  her  own 
naked  force  to  oppofc  Ch«  imminent  danger  of  falling  under  the  dominion  of 
Trance.'* 

EuRKE*f  4  Tl  ir  J  Letter.* 
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Laudohn's  progrefs  in  the  Tyrol,  and  alfo  of  general  Al- 
vinzi's  march  into  Italy,  by  Carniola,  in  the  rear  of  the 
French,  the  report  was  univerfally  circulated  that  the 
French  were  on  the  point  of  laying  down  their  arms,  and 
that  nothing  was  wanting  to  render  the  viSory  decifive  but 
a  general  movement  and  co-operation  on  the  part  of  thelopl 
fubje&s  of  the  Venetian  government.    The  influence  of  the 
priefts  and  nobles  was  fufficient  to  blow  into  a  flame  the  in- 
furrc&ion  which  they  had  been  fecretly  preparing.   A  cru- 
fade  againft  the  French,  as  regicides  and  atheifts,  was  pub- 
licly preached  by  the  priefts  as  a  facred  duty  :  the  infurgents, 
tothe  amount  of  40,000,  were  foon  equipped,  atad  formed 
into  regiments  under  the  direction  of  regular  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  fervice  of  the  ftate ;  and  the  French  were  at- 
tacked at  Vicenza,  Padua,  Verona,  &c. — and  at  the  laft  of 
thefe  places,  oh  the  fecond  feftival  of  Eafter,  the  ringing  of 
the  bell  was  the  fignal  to  commence  the  new  Sicilian  vefpers 
by  aflaflinating  all  the  French  in  that  city,  without  except- 
ing even  the  fick  and  wounded  in  the  hofpitals,  who,  it  is 
affirmed,  were  thrown  into  the  Adige  pierced  with  a  thou- 
fand  (labs  from  ftilettoes. — Such  is  the  fub (lance  of  the 
heavy  accufations  brought  by  the  French  general  againft  the 
Venetian  ftate. 

Not  knowing,  or  probably  fufpe£ting,  how  fpecdily  a 
pacification  was  likely  to  take  place  between  France  and  the 
emperor,  the  tenor  of  the  anfwer  returned  by  the  doge  was 
cold  and  evafive.  He  pretended  indeed,  «  that  the  mem- 
bers of  government  were  overwhelmed  with  afRidVion  at 
the  receipt  of  general  Buonaparte's  letter  and  aflerted, 
"  that  the  fenate  had  ever  entertained  the  firmeft  refolution 
of  maintaining  peace  with  the  French  republic  ;w  alleging, 
"  that  though  fome  diforders  in  feparable  from  popular  infur- 
retlions  might  have  happened,  the  government  had  taken 
the  neceflary  meafures  to  appcafe  them."  It  nuift  be  re- 
marked that  general  Laudohn,  after  expelling  the  French 
from  the  Tyrol,  was  now  defcending  from  the  mountains, 
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down  the  banks  of  the  Adige,  to  join  the  numerous  levies 
of  infurgents  in  that  quarter — general  Augercau  being  ut- 
terly unable  to  oppofe  his  progrefs.  General  Alvinzi  alfo 
was  rapidly  advancing  on  the  oppofite  fide,  and  had  actually 
paflcd  the  defiles  leading  to  the  Frioul :  fo  that  the  Vene- 
tian government  conceived  general  Buonaparte  to  be  in  a 
mod  hazardous  firuation,  and  regarded  all  Lombardy  as 
once  more  in  poffeffion  of  the  Auftrians. 

Immediately  on  figning  the  preliminaries  of  Leoben, 
general  Buonaparte  evacuated  the  Auftrian  territory  *  and 
early  in  May,  from  his  head-quarters  at  Palma  Nuova,  he 
publifhed  a  formal  declaration  of  war  againft  Venice,  the 
government  of  which,  amazed  and  confounded  at  the  threat 
tt  contained,  «  to  trample  in  the  duft  the  lion  of  St.  Mark," 
offered  no  re fi (lance.  On  the  12th  of  May  the  French  army 
entered  the  city  of  Venice,  which,  from  die  foundation  of 
the  republic,  a  period  of  1,3 co  years,  had  never  before 
fubmitted  to  a  foreign  yoke.    The  Senate  and  Council  of 
Ten  were  forthwith  aboliftied^  and  the  three  ftate  inquifitors 
put  under  arreft.    A  provifional  adminiftratiou  was  ap- 
pointed, and  a  municipality  of  fifty  members  chofen  under 
the  control  of  Gx  commiffioners  nominated  by  the  French 
general.     Thus  was  an  antie'nt  and  execrable  tyranny, 
falfely  ftylingjtfelf  a  republic,  but  which  was  in  reality  an 
oligarchy  of  the  mod  odious  kind,  fuddenly  and  completely 
annihilated,  to  the  aftoniftuncnt  of  the  world  ;  but,  as  foon 
appeared,  from  motives  which  allow  little  fcope  for  praife 
to  the  haughty  fubv^rters  of  it.   The  capture  of  Venice  put 
the  French  in  pofleflion  of  a  prize  highly  important  to  the 
republic,  which  was  the  (hipping  in  the  port,  with  the  na- 
val  and  military  ftores  contained  in  the  magazines  and 
arfenals  of  that  great  city.    The  Venetian  iflands  in  the 
Adriatic  and  Archipelago,  with  her  Dalmatian  and  Iftrian 
provinces,  ihared  the  fortunes  of  the  parent  ftate. 

The  fall  of  Genoa  fucceeded  almoft  immediately  that  of 
Venice.    From  the  days  of  Andrew  Doria,  a  popular  or 
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democratic  party  has  always  fubfifted  in  the  Genoefc  re- 
public This  party,  from  the  extraordinary  fuccefTes,  and 
no  doubt  from  the  fecret  encouragement  of  the  French, 
had  recently  become  very  formidable  to  the  government ; 
and  no  fooncr  was  the  intelligence  received  of  the  fubverfion 
of  the  Venetian  government,  than  a  general  infurre£Boa 
broke  out,  which,  threatening  the  fafety  of 'the  ducal  pa- 
lace, compelled  the  grand  council  to  declare  the  patrician 
government  diflbived.  A  provifional  adminiftration  was 
then  appointed,  which,  under  the  avowed  influence  of  the 
French  general,  was  foon  after  fuperfeded  by  a  govern- 
ment founded  on  the  model  of  the  republic  of  France ; 
with  whom  the  Genotfe,  now  afluming  the  appellation  of 
the  Ligurian  Republic,  concluded  a  treaty  of  dependence, 
tinder  the  name  of  amity.  Nearly  at  this  period  the  Cifpa- 
dane  and  Tranfpadane  governments  were  united  by  general 
Buonaparte,  under  the  name  of  the  Cifalpine  Republic, 
which  alfo  adopted  the  French  model  as  their  pattern  and 
exemplar. 

The  events  which  pafied  during  this  fliort  campaign  on 
the  Rhine  merit  no  very  diftinft  notice.  Early  in  die 
fpring  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe,  now  command- 
ed by  general  Hoche,  parTed  the  Rhine  at  Duffcldorf,  and 
attacked  the  Auftrian  entrenchments  on  the  banks  of  the 
Lahn  with  confiderable  fuccefs,  purfuing  the  enemy  to  the 
gates  of  Frankfort  5  general  Werneck,  who  commanded, 
being  unable  to  withftand  the  fuperior  force  brought  againft 
him.  In  the  mean  time  general  Morcau  paffed  the  fame 
river  in  the  vicinity  of  Strafburg,  not  without  fome  lols 
from  the  Auftrian  artillery.  But  when  the  whole  army  had 
reached  the  German  fhore,  a  fierce  and  bloody  conflict  en- 
fued,  in  which  the  Auftrian s  were  repulfed,  and  the  fort 
of  Kehl,  which  was  ftill  lying  in  ruins,  with  the  park  of 
artillery,  and  feveral  thoufand  prifoners,  fell  into  Ihe  hands 
of  the  republicans.  The  Auftrians  retreated  precipitately 
towards  the  Danube,  whither  general  Morcau  was  prepar- 
ing 
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ing  to  follow  them,  when  the  welcome  news  arrived  of  the 
figning  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace  by  the  archduke  and 
general  Buonaparte. 

The  naval  tranfa&ions  of  the  prefent  year  were,  as  well 
as  the  military  events,  very  important  and  memorable.  Af- 
ter all  the  pompous  threats  of  invafion,  it  excited  however 
laughter  rather  than  alarm,  to  be  officially  apprized  that  a 
(mall  French  fquadron,  confiding  of  two  frigates  and  two 
{loops,  had  caft  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Cardigan,  where,  on 
the  23d  of  February,  they  difembarked  about  1,500  men, 
with  a  proportionable  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
but  without  field-pieces.    Great  exertions  being  made  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  vicinity,  before  night  about  700  men, 
militia,  fencibles,  or  yeomen  cavalry,  weTe  collected  in 
this  rude  and  unfrequented  fpot,  together  with  great  num- 
bers of  the  peafantry  armed  with  fcythes  and  pitchforks. 
Of  this  party  lord  Cawdor  afiumed  the  command  5  and,  on 
approaching  the  enemy,  he  received  a  letter,  figned  "Tate, 
Chef  de  Brigade,"  intimating  that  the  circumftances  under 
which  the  body  of  French  troops  under  his  command  were 
landed  having  rendered  it  unnecefiary  to  attempt  any  mili- 
tary operation,  he  propofed  a  capitulation.    This  propofal 
being  accepted,  about  noon  on  the  fucceeding  day  they  laid 
down  their  arms,  and  furrendercd  prifoners  of  war.  The 
two  frigates  alfo  were  captured  on  their  return  to  Breft,  and 
the  whole  expedition  proved  as  unfortunate  in  the  execution 
as  it  was  unaccountable  in  the  defign. 

For  many  months  pad  the  fleets  of  France,  Spain,  and 
Holland,  had  been  blocked  up  in  their  harbours  by  the 
Britiih  fquadrons.  At  length,  however,  the  Spanifh  fleet, 
commanded  by  Don  Jofeph  de  Cordova,  depending  on  its 
great  fuperiority  of  force,  left  the  port  of  Carthagena, 
(February  the  4th),  and  pafled  the  rock  of  Gibraltar  on  the 
following  day.  Soon  after  they  had  cleared  the  Strait  this 
fleet  was  defcricd  by  the  Niger  frigate,  which  immediately 
tranfmitted  the  intelligence  to  admiral  fir  John  Jervis,  an 
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officer  of  diftinguifhed  merit,  who  commanded  on  that  da- 
tum. On  the  night  of  the  13th  they  approached  fo  near, 
that  their  llgnal  guns  were  diftin&ly  heard.  «  In  this 
fituation"  the  admiral,  to  ufe  his  own  words,  u  anxioully 
awaited  the  day  •,"  when  the  Spanifti  fleet  was  found  to 
confift  of  no  lefs  than  twenty-feven  fail  of  the  line,  whereas 
that  of  the  Britifti  amounted  to  no  more  than  fifteen.  Far 
from  thinking,  in  thefe  circumftances,  of  a  retreat,  the 
admiral  "  bore  down  with  a  profs  of  fail  upon  the  enemy 
before  they  had  time  to  conned  and  form  a  regular  order 
of  battle.  Such  a  moment,"  fays  tlie  gallant  commander, 
in  his  official  account,  "  was  not  to  be  loft  ;  and,  confident 
in  the  (kill,  valor,  and  difcipline,  of  the  officers  and  men 
I  had  the  happinefs  to  command,  and  judging  that  the  ho- 
nor of  his  majefty's  arms,  and  the  circumftances  of  the  war 
in  thefe  feas,  required  a  confiderable  degree  of  enterprife, 
I  felt  myfelf  juftified  in  departing  from  the  Tegular  fyftem ; 
and,  pa  fling  through  their  fleet  in  a  line  formed  with  the 
utmoft  celerity,  tacked,  and  thereby  feparated  one  third 
from  the  main  body,  after  a  partial  cannonade,  which  pre- 
vented their  rejun&ion  till  the  evening  ;  and  by  the  very 
great  exertions  of  the  (hips  .which  had  the  good  fortune  to 
arrive  up  with  the  enemy  on  the  larboard  tack,  the  Salva- 
dore  del  Mundo,  and  San  Jofef,  of  x  1 2  guns  each,  the 
San  Nicholas  of  80,  and  the  San  Ifidro  of  74,  were  cap- 
tured, and  the  a&ion  ceafed  about  five  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing," when  the  Spaniards  made  in  great  confufion  for  the 
harbour  of  Cadiz.  It  was  computed  that  the  lots  of  the 
enemy  in  this  engagement,  fo  remarkable  for  the  cxtraor* 
dinary  degree  of  fcience  exhibited  in  the  manoeuvres  of  the 
Euglilh  admiral,  could  not  fall  fhort  of  6,000  men,  in- 
cluding the  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners,  while  that  of 
the  Britifti  did  not  exceed  300,_eighty  of  whom  belonged 
to  the  crew  of  the  Captain,  a  third  rate,  commanded  by 
commodore  Nelfon,  who,  notwithstanding  the  vaft  difparity 
of  force,  attacked  with  the  utmoft  fury  the  flag  (hip  of  the 
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,  Spanilh  admiral,  La  Santiflhna  Trinidada  of  136  guns. 
He  was  mod  gallantly  fupported  by  the  captains  Trow- 
bridge and  Frederick  in  the  Culloden  and  the  Blenheim, 
who  loft  between  them  no  lefs  than  118  men  *,  fo  that  the 
whole  preflure  of  the  action  refted  on  thefe  three  (hips, 
chiefly  from  the  noble  eagernefs  which  they  difplayed  to 
compel  the  Spanifti  admiral  to  ftrike  his  flag  ;  but,  though 
reduced  to  a  wreck,  Don  Cordova  appeared  determined  to 
fink  rather  than  fubmit.  The  honors  of  the  peerage  were 
snoft  defervedly  bellowed  upon  the  admiral  in  reward  of  his 
fervices,  and  the  title  of  Lord  St.  Vincent  commemorated 
the  place  near  which  the  battle  was  fought. 

The  laurels  which  this  gallant  commander  acquired  on 
this  occafion  were  unfortunately  fomething  tarniihed  by  an 
injudicious  attempt  made,  on  very  fallacious  intelligence, 
upon  the  town  of  Santa  Cruz,  in  the  ifland  of  Teneriffe. 
On  the  15  th  of  July,  commodore,  now  admiral,  Nelfon, 
arrived  before  that  port  with  a  fquadron  of  feven  .(hips  of 
war;  from  which  a  tboufand  men.  under  captain  Trow- 
bridge, were  landed,  who  took  poficdion  of  the  town,  not, 
however,  without  con Gder able  refiftance  j  but  found  thenv- 
fehres  utterly  unequal  to  the  attack  of  the  fort,  the  ftrength 
of  which,  as  well  as  of  the  military  force  of  the  ifland,  now 
aflfembling,  was  far  greater  than  they  had  been  led  to  ex- 
pect. Preparing  therefore  for  a  retreat,  they  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  learn  that  the  boats  were  ftoven  by  the  violence 
of  the  furge  on  the  beach.  In  this  iltuation  they  were  fum- 
moned  by  the  Spanifli  commander  to  furrender  \  but  this 
the  gallant  Trowbridge  difdainfully  rejected  ;  faying,  "  he 
would  not  capitulate  as  long  as  he  had  a  man  left  alive." 
On  which  the  Spaniard  informed  the  captain,  by  a  polite 
menage,  that,  to  fpare  die  effulion  of  human  blood,  he, 
and  what  remained  of  his  men,  were  at  liberty  to  return  to 
their  (hips — not  only  providing  boats  for  the  purpofe,  but, 
as  foon  as  the  convention  wasfigned,  generoufiy  furnifhing 
them  with  fupplies  of  bifcuit  and  wine.    The  lofs  of  lives 
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in  this  wild  attempt  was  equal  to  that  fuflained  in  the  battle 
of  Cape  St.  Vincent.  Admiral  Nelfon  himfclf  loft  his  right 
arm  by  a  cannon  bally  two  captains  were  killed,  and  a  third 
wounded.  And  it  is  hard  to  fay  by  what  figure  of  fpeech 
lord  St.  Vincent,  in  his  official  account  of  this  difaRer, 
could  think  himfclf  authorized  to  affirm,  u  that,  although 
the  enterprise  had  not  fucceeded,  his  majefty's  arms  had 
acquired  a  very  great  degree  of  luftre." 

Early  in  the  prefent  year  an  expedition  {ailed  from  Port 
Royal  in  Martinico,  under  the  command  of  fir  Ralph  Aber- 
crombie  and  admiral  Harvey,  for  the  Spanifh  iftand  of  Tri- 
nidad. On  approaching  the  gulf  of  Paria,  a  Spanifh  fqua- 
dron  of  four  (hips  of  the  line  and  one  frigate  was  difcovered 
lying  at  anchor.  The  preparations  made  for  an  attack 
were,  however,  anticipated  by  the  Spaniards  themfelves, 
who  fet  fire  to  their  fhips  in  the  middle  of  the  night.  One 
line-of-battle  (hip  only  efcaped  the  conflagration,  and  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  ;  and  the  next  day  (February 
the  1 8th),  a  capitulation  was  figned  by  the  governor  for  the 
whole  of  that  valuable  colony,  the  garrifon  being  made  pri- 
foners  of  war. 

Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs  an  attempt  was  made  by  the 
fame  commanders,  in  the  month  of  April  following,  on  the 
large  and  important  ifland  of  Porto  Rico.  But  here  they 
found  themfelves  no  lefs  deceived  in  their  calculations  than 
lord  St.  Vincent  at  Teneriffe.  After  difembarking  their 
troops,  and  approaching  the  town,  it  was  found  far  too 
ftrong,  in  its  natural  and  artificial  defences,  to  be  carried 
by  a  coup  de  main  ,  and,  not  being  in  a  condition  to  under- 
take a  regular  fiege,  they  contented  themfelves  with  a  bom- 
bardment, which  producing  no  effect,  the  troops  re-embark- 
cd  with  the  lofs  of  200  men,  without  adding,  in  any  re- 
fpet"t,  «  to  the  luftre  of  his  majefty's  arms." 

Great  preparations  had  been  making  for  many  months  in 
the  Dutch  ports,  as  was  believed,  with  the  intention  of 
co-operating  with  the  French  in  n  fecond  invafion  of  Ireland, 
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at  a  period  far  more  critical  than  the  firft.    But  the  fleet, 
when  completely  equipped,  had  been  long  blocked  up  in  the 
Texel  by  admiral  Duncan,  who  commanded  a  powerful 
fquadron  in  thofe  feas.    In  the  beginning  of  October  the 
Britilh  commander  quitted  his  (tation,  and  retired  to  Yar* 
mouth  Roads  to  refit :  on  which  a  peremptory  order  was 
i {Tiied  by  the  Dutch  government  to  admiral  de  Winter,  the 
commander,  to  it  and  to  fea.    Admiral  Duncan,  having 
very  early  notice  of  this  movement*  got  under  weigh  with 
his  fquadron,  confifting  of  fixteen  fail  of  the  line,  with  the 
utmoft  expedition ;  and,  on  the  morning  of  the  i  ith,  came 
in  fight  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  confifting  of  feventeen  fail  of  the 
line,  but  of  inferior  fize  to  the  Britifli.    Shortening  fail  in 
order  to  connect  the  fleet,  he  faw  the  land,  between  Cam- 
perdown  and  Egmont,  three  leagues  to  leeward  of  the 
enemy  ;  and  finding  there  was  no  time  to  be  loft,  he  threw 
out  the  fignal  to  engage  to  leeward,  and  break  the  enemy's 
lirie.    By  this  bold  manoeuvre,  regardlefsof  the  danger  of  a 
lee-Jbore>  he  prevented  the  retreat  of  De  Winter,  who, 
finding  a  battle  inevitable,  engaged  with  the  utmoft  bravery. 
Unfortunately  for  him,  admiral  Story,  who  commanded  in 
the  centre,  (heered  off  with  the  greater  part  of  his  divifion 
at  the  commencement  of  the  a&ion,  entering  the  Texel  the 
next  day  wholly  uninjured.    After  this  bafe  defertion  the 
Dutch  were  manifeftly  overpowered  by  fuperior  force. 
Vice-admiral  Onflow,  who  began  the  attack,  diftinguiftied 
himfelf  moft  gallantly;  and  admiral  Duncan  was  feen  in 
the  thickeft  of  the  action,  in  which,  unlike  the  engagement 
off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  every  fhip  found  full  and  arduous 
employment— the  Dutch  fighting  with  a  degree  of  courage 
which  bordered  upon  defperation.    Admiral  de  Winter 
(truck,  a  mere  wreck,  to  the  Venerable,  admiral  Duncan's 
own  (hip.    The  vice-admiral  Reintjics  alfo  furrendercd  to 
admiral  Onflow ;  and  the  whole  fleet  would  probably  have 
been  captured,  but,  under  favor  of  the  night,  two  or  three 
veffels  efcaped  into  the  Texel.  The  (hips  taken  were  ten  of 
vol.  nr.  2D  the 
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the  line  and  two  frigates.  One  of  the  former,  die  Delft  of 
$6  guns,  funl*  within-  fight  of  the  Britifh  coaft.  A  more 
bloody  conflict  has  feldom  been  fought.  Nine  (hips  of  the 
Britifh  fleet  loft  more  than  700  men ;  but  this  was  little  to 
the  carnage  which  took  place  amongft  the  Dutch,  of  whom 
500  were  killed  and  woundedon  board  the  admiral  and  vice- 
admiral  only.  The  battle  was  fought  fo  near  the  wore, 
that  every  manoeuvre  might  be  diftin&ly  fcen ;  and  the 
whole  coaft,  for  many  miles*  was  crowded  with  thouiands 
of  fpeclators — the  melancholy  witnefles  of  the  great  difafter 
which  had  befallen  their  country  from  a  power  which  pro- 
fefied  to  enter  into  the  prefent  war  chiefly  with  a  view  to 
their  protection. 

Great  and  univerfal  rejoicings  were  made  throughout 
England  for  this  victory,  which  was  as  important  as  it  was 
glorious ;  and  which  produced  a  much  greater  fenfation 
than  any  event  which  had  happened  fince  the  triumph  of 
lord  Howe  over  the  French.    For  although  the  victory  of 
lord  St.  Vincent  was  admired  and  celebrated  by  profeflional 
men  as  a  mod  brilliant  and  fctentific  difplay  of  nautical  Hull, 
neither  was  it  fo  deciflve  as  the  prefent,  or  attended  with 
the  fame  great  and  beneficial  confequences-    The  Dutch 
hero  De  Winter  received,  on  his  arrival  in  England,  from 
the  attentions  of  a  generous  enemy,  every  confolation  that 
the  magnitude  of  his  misfortune  admitted.    The  Britidi 
admiral,  immediately  on  his  return,  was  created  vifcount 
Duncan  of  Camperdown,  in  allufion  to  that  part  of  the 
coaft  of  Holland  near  which  this  memorable  battle  was 
fought. 

The  extreme  abfurdity  of  the  new  republican  conftitution 
of  France,  which,  as  it  were,  eftablifhed  in  the  fame  go- 
vernment two  clafhing  and  Koftile  authorities,  very  early 
difplayed  itfelf.*    From  the  very  origin  of  it,  in  17951 

acrimonious 

•  Nothinr,  it  ha*  been  remarked,  efcapes  the  fag* city  of  Shakstiaii. 
—  Id  hi»  hifliric  drama  of  Coriolanu*,  he  very  forcibly  cxjireiks  the  nuf- 
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acrimonious  contentions  had  taken  place  upon  fubje&s  of 
the  utmod  importance  between  the  executive  and  leg  illative 
powers  ;  and  the  great  legiilative  council  of  Five  Hundred 
feemed  well  difpofed  gradually  to  abforb  all  the  political 
functions  of  the  Directory  into  their  own  vortex.  The 
executive  power  was  manifeftty  deftitute  of  the  condi- 
tional means  of  maintaining  its  conditional  authority. 
The  committees  of  the  legiflative  council  were  every  thing ; 
the  miniders  of  date  appointed  by  the  Executive  Directory 
were  nothing.     So  far  back  as  the  beginning  of  De- 
cember, 1796,  the  Directory  had  fent  a  meflage  to  the 
council,  dating  the  extreme  financial  diftrefles  of  the  date, 
and  recommending  certain  remedial  meafures  as  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  be  immediately  adopted.    This  meflage  being 
referred  to  the  committee  of  finances,  M.  Camus,  the  pre- 
fidcnt,  reported  «  that  the  alarming  and  defperate  date  of 
the  republic  cxided  only  in  the  meflage    that  a  fevere 
ceconomy  would  redore  the  equilibrium  of  receipt  and  ex- 
penditure ;  and  that  the  errors  contained  in  the  datement 
were  equalled  only  by  the  imprudence  of  the  Directory  in 
making  them  public."    This  language,  fo  improper  to  be 
held  from  one  branch  of  the  fame  government  to  another, 
was  the  infallible  omen  of  future  and  alarming  diflenfions. 

On  the  3  id  of  January,  1797,  a  meflage  was  tranfmitted 
by  the  Directory  to  the  council  of  Five  Hundred,  announc- 
ing the  difcovery  of  a  royalid  confpiracy.  It  appeared  on 
the  evidence  of  Ramel,  commandant  of  the  national  guard, 
and  others,  that  the  plan  of  a  counter-revolution  had  been 
communicated  to  them  by  Dunan,  Brotier,  &c.  to  be  effected 
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chief  and  abfurdity  of  a  form  of  government  which  permit!  this  political 
fulecifm  of  I  murium  in  im/tri: 

44  They  d.oofc  their  magiftrate  ! — and  my  foul  achca 

To  know,  when  two  authorities  are  up, 

Neither  fupreme,  how  foon  confufion 

May  enter  'twixt  the  gap  of  both,  and  take 

The  one  by  UY  other."  Act  UI. 
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by  the  afliftancc  of  England-  The  terrorifts  and  Jacobic? 
were  to  be  engaged  a3  aflbciates  in  this  confpiracy,  if  it 
ihould  be  found  the  royalifts  could  not  do  without  them. 
In  the  ecritoire  of  Brotier  were  contained  feveral  papers, 
dated  at  Verona,  with  the  fignature  of  Louis  XVII 1. ;  aod 
about  the  chevalier  Dunan,  who  had  been  lately  in  England, 
was  found  a  letter  from  Mr.  Windham,  fecretary  at  war,  in 
which  he  "  begs  him  to  be  perfuaded  that  it  is  not  his  fault 
that  nothing  h  decided  refpecting  the  fending  of  funds  for 
other  parties  of  the  royalifts." 

The  confpirators  engaged  in  this  crude  and  unintelligible 
plot  were  referred  to  a  military  tribunal,  who  condemned 
Dunan  and  Brotier  to  death,  as  convicted  of  the  crime  of 
enlifting  men  for  the  enemy,  and  others  of  them  to  different 
terms  of  imprifonment — the  fentence  of  the  two  chief  con- 
fpirators being  alfo  fubfequently  mitigated  to  the  fame  pu- 
niihment  for  a  period  of  ten  years; 

On  the  1 5th  of  March  a  menage  was  fent  to  the  council, 
"  that  the  Directory  found  the  government  too  weak  to 
contend  againft  the  plots  of  royalifm  and  anarchy  ;  that  the 
republic  was  but  a  problem,  and  that  the  audacity  of  its 
enemies  was  fuch  that  it  might  almoft  be  permitted  to 
doubt  whether  it  had  any  real  exiftence ;  and  recommend- 
ing the  impofition  of  a  new  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  of  hatred  to  royalifjn  and"  anarchy,  upon  the 
electors,  previous  to  the  choice  of  the  new  third."  This 
was  coldly  received  by  the  council,  and  the  claufe  of  fidelity 
only  agreed  to — that  of  hatred  to  royalifm  and  anarchy  be- 
ing  filcntly  waved. 

On  the  20th  of  May  the  members  of  the  new  third  took 
their  feats  in  the  two  councils,  and  from  this  time  the  oppo- 
fition  to  the  Directory  became  very  formidable.  AmcngO. 
die  number  elected  were  the  generals  Pichegru  and  Jour- 
dain,  and  the  famous  Barrere,  whofe  name  was  heard  with 
marks  of  indignation ;  but,  when  that  of  Pichegru  was  an- 
nounced, the  whole  aflembly  rofe  in  honor  ^>f  the  gallant 
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icommander  who  had  rendered  fuch  eminent  fcrvices  to  his 
country.  While  Barrere  was  rejected  as  an  outlaw,  ge- 
neral Pichegru  was  unanimoufly  chofen  prefident;  the 
fame  diftinction  being  conferred  upon  Barbe  Marbois  in 
the  fenate,  or  council  of  elders.  This  augured  ill  to  the 
Directory,  both  of  them  decidedly  favoring  the  fecret  views 
of  oppofition. 

Immediately  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  councils,  a 
vacancy  was  declared  in  the  executive  board,  Le  Tourneur 
drawing  the  lot  which  dtfrobed  him  of  the  directorial  pur- 
ple. Barthelemi,  who  had  been  fuccefs fully  engaged  for 
two  years  pad  at  Bafle  m  negotiating  with  the  enemies  of 
the  republic,  was  unanimoufly  chofen  to  the  office  of  di- 
rector, though  known  to  be  of  the  anti-directorial  party. 
Caraotalfo  maintained  a  good  underftanding  with  the  fame 
faction,  whofe  ultimate  ^defigns  yet  remain  enveloped  in 
much  obfcurity.  From  this  period  almoft  every  meafure 
'propofed  by  the  Directory  was  oppofed,  thwarted,  and 
treated  with  the  moft  ftudied  marks  of  difrefpect  and  con- 
tempt. The  majority  of  the  directors,  Reubel,  Lepeaux, 
and  Barras,  were  men  who  neither  difplayed  great  talents 
for  government,  nor  were  reputed  to  poflefs  great*  virtues  as 
individuals ;  but  they  were  men  of  daring  courage  and  little 
fcrupolofity,  and  who  were  fecretly  but  firmly  refolved  not 
tamely  to  fubmit  to  the  meafures  apparently  meditated  by 
their  enemies  againfl  them. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  Defmolieres  made  a  celebrated  re- 
port in  the  name  of  the  committee  of  finance,  which  con- 
<luded  with  a  fet  of  resolutions  calculated  to  transfer  the 
entire  authority,  hitherto  exercifed  by  the  Directory,  over 
the  public  treafury,  to  the  committee.  The  council  of 
elders,  who  perceived,  doubtlefs,  that  this  would  render 
them,  as  well  as  the  Directory,  cyphers,  put  their  negative 
upon  this  decree.  On  the  23d  of  June,  Dumolard  pro- 
pofed a  committee  to  examine  the  external  relatione  of  the 
French  nation  >  and  complained  greatly  of  the  difturbance 
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given,  under  the  fandtion  of  the  Directory,  to  the  Venetian, 
Genoefe,  and  Helvetic  republics— the  conduct,  not  of  the 
Diredory  merely,  but  of  Buonaparte  himfelf,  being  tctj 
feverely  fcrutinized.  Repeated  complaints  were  made  bj 
the  Directory  to  the  council  of  the  feditious  condud  of  the 
emigrant  priefts,  who  now,  under  protection  of  a  legiflativc 
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provifion  in  their  favor,  returned  in  great  nu 
their  exile;  and  whom  they  reprefented  as  every-where 
difturbers  of  the  public  peace ;  and  propofed  rcftrainmg 
laws,  which  were  treated  by  the  council  with  contemptuous 
difregard. 

The  city  of  Lyons  being  declared  by  the  Directory,  in 
confequence  of  new  infurre&ions  and  diforders  amongft  the 
inhabitants,  in  a  date  of  iiege,  the  council  took  gTeat  urn- 
brage  at  this  ;  and  a  refolution  palled,  on  the  motion  of  ge- 
neral Jourdain,  "  that  fuch  power  (hould  only  be  exercifed 
in  virtue  of  a  decree  of  the  legiflativc  body."  On  the  re- 
moval of  Benezech,  minifter  for  home  affairs,  and  Cochon, 
minifter  of  police,  who  were  fuppofed  to  favour  the  op- 
pofing,  and,  as  they  were  at  this  time  deemed,  the  rifing, 
party  in  the  council,  frefh  and  violent  murmurs  were  ex- 
cited ;  and,  on  the  motion  of  Camille  Jourdain,  a  vote 
pafled  to  require  of  the  Directory  a  report  of  the  prefent 
lituation  of  the  republic.  Barras  being  the  director  moft 
obnoxious,  an  attempt  was  made  to  deprive  him  of  his 
dignity,  by  making  it  a  queftion  whether  he  was  of  the  age 
fpecified  by  law  on  entering  upon  his  office.  But  this  di- 
rector affirming  that  he  was  precifely  forty  at  the  time  of 
his  election,  and  no  one  being  able  to  prove  the  contrary, 
the  fcheme  proved  abortive. 

On  the  2cth  of  July  the  generals  Piehcgru  and  Willot 
prefented  a  plan  for  the  re- organization  of  the  national 
guard.  The  leading  feature  of  it  was  to  deprive  the  Di- 
rectory of  the  right  of  nominating  the  officers.  .  This  was 
adopted,  and  pafled  into  a  decree.    About  the  fame  time 
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-the  council  received  intelligence  that  a  detachment  of  the 
army,  which  was  to  embark  at  Bred,  had,  in  their  march, 
patted  through  Ferte  Alais,  eleven  leagues  diilant  from 
Paris ;  whereas  the  Conftitutional  A€t  prohibited  all  troops 
from  coming  within  twelve  leagues  from  that  city.  This 
threw  the  council  into  a  flame  *,  and,  although  the  order  of 
march  was  proved  to  be  written  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  by 
general  Richepanfe,  who  declared  himfelf  ignorant  of  his 
having  violated  the  conftitutional  limits  of  the  a££,  and, 
moreover,  that  he  did  not  even  know  of  the  exiftenee  of 
any  fuch  prohibition,  they  were  by  no  means  fatisHed, 
and  feveral  angry  refolutions  were  pafled  upon  this  occafion, 
calculated  to  throw  odium  upon  the  executive  government. 
An  addition  .was  made  to  the  military  guard  pf  the  council, 
and  the  precife  limits  of  the  conftitutional  radius  around 
Paris  were  afcertained  by  the  erection  of  pillars. 

The  political  horizon  of  the  metropolis  was  growing 
every  day  more  xlark  and  portentous.    The  news  of  tne 
conteft  between  the  executive  and  Jegiflative  hranches  of 
the  government  had  reached  the  armies,  and  been  echoed 
back  in  addrefles  to  the  Directory,  promifing  them  fupport 
in  this  conflict  againft  their  enemies.   On  *hc  anniverfary 
of  the  14th  of  July,  general  Buonaparte  ifiued  a  declaration, 
informing  his  brave  foldiers,  "  that  the  country  was  me- 
naced with  new  dangers  from  the  enemies  of  government 
within.  Let  us  fwear,"  faid  he,  «  by  the  manes  of  thofe  who 
have  fallen  by  our  fide  in  the  caufe  of  liberty— let  us  fwear 
on  the  colours  we  have  newly  gained — implacable  war  to 
the  enemies  of  the  republic,  and  of  the  conftitution  !"  The 
armies  of  Moreau  and  Hoche  {hewed  no  lefs  zeal  in  the 
caufe  of  the  Directory,  which  they  conceived  to  be  that  of 
the  conftitution.    Thefc  addrefles  were  juftly  the  fubje& 
of  great  alarm  to  the  council,  and  meflages  were  fent  to 
the  Directory,  to  inquire  into  this  infraction  of  the  confti- 
tution, in  permitting  the  deliberations  of  an  armed  body, 
and  in  receiving  addrefles  from  them:  alfo  a  rcfolution 
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patted,  declaring  every  aflemblage  of  foldiers,  convened  for 
the  purpofe  of  deliberation,  criminal,  and  the  promoters  of 
fuch  afiemblies  liable  to  punilhment.  Things  were  now 
come  to  a  crifis  j  and,  though  no  one  could  tell  how  the 
conteft  would  end,  a  great  political  explofion  was  univer- 
fally  expe&ed  *  and  the  majority  of  the  Directory  not  be- 
ing—conformably to  the  wife  policy  of  the  Englifh  confti- 
tution,  refpecling  the  executive  power— exempted  from 
pcrfonal  rcfponfibility,  were  urged,  by  the  beft-founded 
a  ppr  eh  en  Cons  for  their  own  fafety,  to  the  moll  defperate 
and  defpotic  meafures. 

The  oppofition  in  the  council  manifeftly  proceeded  from 
a  combination  of  caufes,  calculated  to  produce,  upon  the 
whole,  a  great  effect,  though,  to  all  appearance,  radically 
deficient  in  harmony  of  defign  or  unity  of  object. 

1  ft.  The  conftitution  itfelf  contained,  in  its  original 
ftru&ure,  the  Jlarruna  of  perpetual  difcord,  as  furniftiing 
the  legiflative  council  with  irrefiftible  motives  to  the  un- 
conftitutional  extenfion  of  their  powers,  and,  moreover, 
with  the  political  means  of  gratifying  whatever  their  boldeft 
ambition  could  lead  them  to  attempt. 

idly.  A  confiderable  proportion  of  the  council  conGfted 
of  terroriils,  who  dill  (ighed  for  the  eftablifhraent  of  the 
democratic  conftitution  of  1793,  an<^  wno  matched  with 
eagernefs  every  opportunity  of  leflening  the  credit,  and 
finally  of  fubverting  the  authority,  of  the  exifting  govern- 
ment. 

3dly.  Another  clafs  of  the  members,  but  inferior  in 
number,  confifted  of  royalifts — very  few  probably  of  the 
old  ftamp,  but  real  friends  of  rational  liberty,  who  faw  no 
likelihood  of  a  firm  fettlcment  but  in  the  reft  oration  of  the 
monarchy,  on  the  principles  of  the  conftitution  cftablifhed 
by  the  National  Aflembly  in  1789. 

4thly.  A  fourth  clafs  profefTed  and  probably  entertained 
a  firm  attachment  to  the  exifting  conftitution  j  but  were 
thrown  into  the  arms  of  the  oppofition  by  their  t>wn  obfer- 
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vation  of  the  incapacity,  the  corrup  >tion,  and  mifmanage- 
mcnt,  which  pervaded  every  branch  and  department  of  the 
executive  government. 

Thefe  parties  making  occafional  and  mutual  conccfiions 
to  each  other  for  the  fake  of  maintaining  their  joint  fupe- 
riority,  many  refolutions,  feemingly  inconfiftent  in  them- 
felves,  but  equally  difagreeable  to  the  Directory,  were  the 
neceflary  refult — fome  of  them  highly  jacobinical,  and 
others  no  lefs  favorable  to  royalifm.    Under  ail  thefe  dis- 
couragements and  disadvantages,  the  Directory  poffefled 
one  formidable  prerogative,  which,  when  put  in  the  balance, 
infinitely  outweighed  them  all — viz.  the  command  of  the 
immenfe  military  force,  foreign  and  domeflic,  of  the  re- 
public, whofe  confidence  and  regard  they  had  mod  affidu- 
oufly  cultivated.    Emboldened  by  the  late  addreflcs  from 
the  different  armies,  they  now  determined  effectually  to 
crufh  all  oppofition,  by  the  complete  deftru&ion  of  their 
opponents.    General  Augereau,  a  bold  and  active  officer, 
had  been  fent  from  Italy  by  Buonaparte,  under  the  pretext 
of  conveying  fome  (lands  of  colours,  taken  from  the  enemy, 
to  the  Directory,  who  entrufted  to  him  the  execution  of 
their  project.    The  executive  government,   which  had 
hitherto  held  conciliatory  language,  now  threw  off  the 
maflc,  on  a  day  of  public  audience,  and  declared,  by  the 
mouth  of  the  prefident,  « that  the  eternal  enemies  of  French 
liberty  were  redoubling  in  vain  their  efforts  to  overturn  it  • 
calling  in  for  this  purpofe  bands  of  fanatics  and  royalifts" 
—alluding  to  the  recent  relaxation  of  the  laws  againfl  re- 
fractory priefts  and  emigrants :  «  but  with  thefe  enemies 
of  the  republic/'  the  prefident  faid,  "  the  Directory  would 
mukc  no  compromife ;  they  would  fuffer  themfelves  neither 
to  be  feduced  nor  affrighted  j  nor  would  they  acknowledge 
any  authorities  but  fuch  as  the  conftitution  traced  out »,  and 
ntithcr  the  number  nor  the  fpecies  of  their  enemies  fhould 
caufe  in  them  any  difmay."* 

This 

•  Anfwer  of  the  prefident  to  the  addicffe*  of  the  Cifalpine  amUffidnr 
ap(J  general  Bernadotts  on  the  prefenution  of  ftaodard*,  Ac.  from  Italy* 
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This  was  the  fignal  of  hoftility ;  and  the  members  of 
oppofition,  who  had  thrown  out  fuch  haughty  menaces 
againft  the  Directory,  were  now,  for  the  firft  time,  awaken- 
ed to  a  fenfe  of  their  own  danger.    Early  on  the  morning 
of  the  1 8th  of  Fructidor,  (4th  of  September,  1797)  the 
alarm-guns  were  fired  by  order  of  the  majority  of  the  Di- 
rectory ;  for  Barthelemi,  refuftng  to  concur  in  thefe  mea- 
fures,  was  put  under  arreft,  while  Carnot  effected  his  efcape. 
General  Augereau  at  the  fame  time  received  his  infrac- 
tions to  furround  the  hall  of  the  councils  with  a  military 
force.    This  talk  he  performed  with  consummate  courage 
and  addrefs.    Firft  repairing  to  the  barracks  of  the  legifU- 
tive  guard,  he  allured  them  that  he  came  only  to  preferve 
the  conftitution,  and  to  fave  the  republic  from  a  confpiracy 
of  royalifts.    He  was  anfwered  by  the  foldiers  with  ihouts 
of  Vive  la  Republique  I  and  they  declared  their  readinefs, 
in  contempt  of  the  expostulations  and  defiance  of  the 
threats  of  Ramel  their  commander,  to  obey  his  orders  and 
follow  him.    Thus  reinforced,  Augereau  entered  the  ball, 
where  he  found  the  chiefs  of  the  oppofition  fitting  in  coun- 
cil, and  tardily  deliberating  on  the  fteps  proper  to  be  taken 
by  them  in  this  emergency.    With  his  own  hand,  Auge- 
reau feized  upon  general  Pichegru,  fo  lately  the  terror  of 
Europe,  and  the  arbiter  of  the  fate  of  nations, — ordering 
eighteen  others  of  the  members  prefent  to  be  arretted, 
among  ft  whom  were  Boifly  d'Anglas,  Bourdon  dc  l'Oife, 
Dumolard,  Rovere,  Willot,  and  other  diftinguilhcd  charac- 
ters.   The  confpirators,  as  they  were  called,  were  commit- 
ted to  the  Temple,  the"  halls  Ihut  up,  and  feals  affixed  to 
the  doors  by  Augereau. 

A  proclamation  was  immediately  published,  to  calm  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  announcing  «  that,  by  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  government,  thofe  dark  manoeuvres  were  de- 
tected and  overthrown  which  had  for  a  whole  year  fhaken 
the  foundations  of  the  republic,  and  which  were  preparing 
the  way  for  a  new  and  molt  horrible  attack  of  royalifm, 
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-which  aimed  at  no  lefs  than  the  maffacre  of  the  Directory 
and  of  the  deputies  faithful  to  the  people  5 — that  the  Di- 
rectory was  about  to  lay  before  the  nation  the  authentic 
documents  which  it  had  collected  concerning  this  deep  and 
dangerous  confpiracy."  To  the  council  of  Five  Hundred, 
now  fummoned  to  meet  at  the  Odeon,  formerly  a  public 
theatre  in  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Gcrmaine,  the  Directory  de- 
clared "  that  they  had  been  forced  to  the  meafures  recently 
taken."  "  If,"  faid  they,  «  the  executive  power  had  with- 
held itfelf  from  action  one  day  longer,  the  republic  would 
have  been  delivered  up  to  its  enemies  —the  conduct  of  the 
Directory  was  marked  out  by  the  inftant  ncccflity  of  being 
beforehand  with  thefe  confpirators,  who  wiflicd  to  deprive 
the  French  of  the  fruit  of  their  triumphs,  and  to  make 
this  magnanimous  nation  bow  at  the  feet  of  die  kings  it  has 
fubdued." 

On  the  nest  day  a  dill  more-alarming  mefiage  was  fent 
from  the  Directory  to  the  council.    "  The  moment,"  fay 
they,  "  is  decifivc  •,  if  you  allow  it  to  pafs  by,  if  you  hefi- 
tate  on  the  meafures  to  be  taken,  if  you  put  off  your  deter- 
mination for  an  inftant,  all  will  be  loft — both  you  and  the 
republic.    You  are  at  the  brink  of  a  volcano — it  is  about 
to  fwallow  you  up  ;  to-morrow  will  be  too  late.    You  are 
placed  in  an  unprecedented  predicament — ordinary  rules 
cannot  apply  to  fo  extraordinary  a  cafe.    What  miscon- 
ceived pity  would  place  the  fate  of  a  few  indivujuab  in  ba- 
lance with  that  of  the  republic?"  After  this  prologue  to  the 
tragi-comic  drama  preparing  to  be  acted,  a.  committee  of 
fafety,  confiding  of  five  perfons,  being  chofen,  Boulay  de  la 
Meurthe,  the  reporter,  afcended  the  tribune,  and  made  a 
long  oration,  to  prove  "  that  the  meafures  purfued  by  the 
oppofition  party  in  the  council  could  have  no  other  object 
than  the  reftoration  of  royalum.    Without  doubt"  faid  he, 
"  an  ordinary  tribunal  would  declare  the  confpiracy  real,  and 
punifli  the  authors.    But  let  us  declare  to  France,  that  not 
a  drop  of  blood  lhall  be  flied, — that  the  fcaUbld  of  terror 
lhall  not  be  erected  anew." 

Under 
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Under  this  fpecious  pretence  of  lenity,  therefore,  he  pro- 
pofed  the  plan  of  a  decree*,  according  to  which,  id.  A 
great  number  of  the  late  elections  in  the  month  of  Floreal, 
with  others  to  the  judicial  tribunals,  were  declared  either 
valid  or  invalid,  asfuitedthe  purpofe  of  the  Directory, 
adly.  About  Gxty  members  of  the  two  councils,  and  twelve 
other  perfons,  had,  without  any  triai  or  even  examination, 
the  fentence  of  deportation  patted  upon  them,  to  fuch  place 
as  the  Directory  mould  determine.  Amongft  thefe  were 
the  two  directors,  Carnot  and  Barthelemi;  the  ex-minifter 
Cochen;  the  generals  P4chegru,  Willot,  Ramel,  and  Mi- 
randa; with  BouTy  d'Anglas,  Bourdon  de  TOife,  Dmnolard, 
Pa  (lore t,  Vaublanc,  and  many  other  perfons  of  eminence, 
whofe  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  the  republic 
there  appeared  no  juft  ground  to  doubt.  3dly.  All  indi- 
viduals whofe  names  are  inferibed  upon  the  lilt  of  emi- 
grants, and  not  definitively  erafed,  (hall  quit  the  territories 
of  the  republic  in  fifteen  days.  4th.  Every  fociety  profelUng 
principles  hoftile  to  the  conftitution  of  the  third  year  (hall 
be  {hut  up.— All  which  pafled  both  councils  with  the 
greateft  unanimity. 

On  the  20th  Fructtdor,  general  Jourdan,  who  had  made 
in  good  time  his  peace  with  the  Directory,  moved  for  the 
nomination  of  proper  perfons  to  iucceed  the  directors  Car- 
not and  Barthelemi.  Out  of  the  feveral  lifts  prefented  to 
them,  the  council  of  elders  chofe  Francois  de  Neufchateau, 
and  Merlin,  miniftcr  of  the  home  department.  Thus  wa< 
the  authority  of  the  Directory  eftablifhed  at  the  expenfe 
only  of  law,  juftice,  equity,  and  the  conftitution  and  there 
s  reafon  to  believe  that  they  regarded  the  victory  as  cheaply 
trained* 

After  a  (hart  interval  the  directors  laid  before  the  coun- 
cils and  the  public  the  j unificatory  proofs,  fuch  as  they 
were,  of  the  confpiracy  ;  which  they  claimed  the  merit  of 
extinguiftiing  by  their  patriotic  vigilance,  when  or  the  eve 
©f  a  moft  horrible  cxplofion.    The  documents  in  queftion 
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Bave  been  branded  as  forgeries  of  the  Dire&ory •,  but  if 
they  fcrupkd  not  to  forge,  they  would  certainly  have  in- 
vented what  was  more  to  their  purpofe.    By  far  the  mod 
remarkable  of  thefe  was  a  paper,  the  genuinenefs  of  which 
was  at te fled  by  the  generals  Buonaparte  and  Berthier,  pur* 
porting  to  be  minutes-  of  a  corrverfation  held  by  M.  d'En- 
tragues,  an  agent  of  Louis  XVIII.  at  Venice,  with  the 
count  Montgaillard,  an  emigrant  of  diftinction,  relative  to 
the  defigns,  at  all'  times  carrying  on  with  more  or  lefs 
activity,  for  the  efredYing  a  counter-revolution.    In  this  pa- 
per it  is  aflcrted,  that  Montgaillard  finding  Pichegru  dif- 
pofed  to  liften  to-  propofttions,  the  count,  in  the  name  of 
Louis  XVHL  and  the  prince  of  Conde,  offered  him  the 
rank  of  marefchal  of  France,  the  red  ribband,  the  govern- 
ment of  Alface,  &c.  &c.  *,  requiring  of  him,  in  return,  to 
join  his  army  to  that  of  the  prince  of  Conde,  and,  deliver- 
ing up  the  fortrefs  of  Huningue,  to  march  forthwith  to- 
Paris.    With  this  propofal  Pichegru  refufcd  to  comply* 
dating,  "  that  unwilling  to  make  the  third  volume  to  La 
Fayette  and  Dumouriez,  he  would  do  nothing  raflily." — 
He  affirmed,  neverthelefs>  "  that  his  means  were  great  and 
fure ;  that  they  had  their  roots  not  only  in  his  army,  but 
at  Paris*  m  the  convention,  in  the  departments,  in  the 
armies  of  the  generals  his  colleagues,  who  thought,  like 
himfelf,  that  the  prefent  fyftem  muft  finife ;  that  France 
could  not  exift  as  a  republic  j  that  there  mud  be  a  king; 
and  that  king  Louis  XVIII.*   The  plan  which  he  pro- 
pofed,  after  putting  the  ftrong  places  on  the  frontier  in 
the  hands  of  his  moil  confidential  officers,  was,  on  a  day 
concerted,  "  to  proclaim  the  king,  to  hoift  the  white  ftan- 
dard,  and  to  unite  his  army  with  thofe  of  Wurmflcr  and 
Conde ;  and  then  to  commence  his  march  to  Paris."  This 
propofal  was  declined  by  the  prince  of  Conde,  probably 
becaufe  general  Wurmfer  had  no  authority  thus  to  rifle  his 
army  5  but,  according  to  the  author  of  the  Minutes,  be- 
caufe the  prince,  equally  ftupid  and  proud,  thought  him- 
felf 


Digitized  b^&'OOgle  ■ 


4i4  GEORGE  HI. 

fclf  fare  of  cfFe£ting  the  counter-revolution  another  way, 
and  would  not  {hare  the  glory  of  it  with  the  Auftrian  ge- 
neral. 

Many  other  papers  were  produced,  which  had  been 
tranfmitted  by  goneral  Moreau  to  the  Directory,  contain- 
ing flrong  corroborative  evidence,  that  a  plot  of  a  very 
cxtenfive  nature  was  going  forward,  in  which  many  per- 
fons  of  great  eminence  were  involved,  and  general  Pichegru 
very  deeply  :  and  it  was  now  apparent  why  that  celebrated 
officer  was  removed  from  his  command,  in  the  height  of  hi* 
iuccefles.  The  cloud  of  myflery,  neverthelefs,  which  origi- 
nally hung  over  this  whole  tranfa&ien,  time  has  not  difpel- 
led  : — The  object  of  the  Directory  was  to  confound,  and  not 
to  difcriminate ;  and,  under  the  pretext  and  cover  of  an  horri- 
ble plot,  partly  real,  partly  pretended,  fupported  by  proofs 
not  adequate  to  the  legal  crimination  perhaps  of  any  indivi- 
dual, but  fufficient  to  agitate  and  terrify  the  public  mind,  to 
implicate  all  their  enemies,  Jacobins,  royalifts,  and  patriots, 
in  one  common  ruin.    Thus  were  the  two  councils  purged 
of  difafte&ion  and  difloyalty  ;  and,  being  now  at  leifure  to 
con  fide  r  farther  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  danger  fo  re- 
cently and  happily  furmountcd,  they  declared  "  that  one  of 
the  mcafures  of  the  late  confpirators  was  to  deprive  the 
executive  power  of  the  moral  and  conftitutional  means  of 
carrying  on  its  functions  ;  to  arraign  every  part  of  its  con- 
duel,  and,  by  degrees,  deprive  it  of  each  of  its  prerogatives, 
and  thu6  bring  it  to  its  diflblution."    To  guard  againft  the 
return  of  a  peril  fo  dreadful— exclufive  of  various  other 
legiilative  regulations,  by  one  of  which  the  operations  of 
the  primary  aflemblies  in  no  lefs  than  forty-nine  depart- 
ments were  declared  null  and  void — they  fubje&ed  the  care 
of  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  for  the  term  of  one  year,  to  the 
infpccYion  of  the  police ;  and  the  liberty  of  fpeech  in  the 
council  was  confined  to  the  privilege,  flill  geueroufly  left 
them,  of  applauding  the  wifdom  and  a&iviry  of  the  execu- 
tive government. 

In 
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In  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  June,  lord  Grenville 
had  made,  on  the  part  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  a 
third  effort  to  effe£r.  a  pacification  with  France,  by  a  dire£l 
application  to  M.  de  la  Croix,  declaring  himfelf  authorized 
to  propofe,  without  delay,  to  enter,  in  fuch  manner  a* 
fliall  be  judged  mod  expedient,  upon  the  difcuffion  of  the 
views  and  pretentions  of  each  party.  A  polite  anfwer  was 
immediately  returned  by  M.  de  la  Croix,  exprefling  the 
extreme  fatisfa&ion  with  which  the  Directory  would  re- 
ceive the  overtures  which  mould  be  made  to  it  by  the  court 
of  England  ;  and  Lifle  was  fixed  upon  as  the  place  of  meet- 
ing.— On  the  1 7th  of  June  lord  Grenville,  in  a  well-writ- 
ten letter,  ftated,  "  that  the  powers  of  the,  ambaffador 
would  be  fb  full  as  to  include  every  cafe,  and  to  conclude 

• 

any  articles  or  treaties  conducive  to  the  fpeedy  eftablifhment 
of  peace,  which,"  faid  his  lordfhip,  « is  the  fole  object  of  his 
million — and  informing  the  Directory  that  his  majefty  had 
made  choice  of  the  fame  minifler  to  reprefent  him  on  this 
as  on  the  former  occafion." — M.  de  la  Croix,  in  reply,  fig- 
nified  "  the  confettt  of  the  Directory,  that  the  negotia- 
tion mould  be  opened  with  lord  Malmefbury.  Another 
choice  would,  however,"  faid  he,  «  have  appeared  to  the 
.  Directory  to  augur  more  favorably  for  the  fpeedy  con- 
clufion  of  peace."  This  was  an  early  ftep  towards  the 
creating  of  a  mifunderftanding.  That  the  Directory  had 
reafon  to  except  againft  the  re-appointment  of  lord  Malmef- 
bury, from  the  di (Ingenuous  manner  in  which  he  had  exe- 
cuted his  former  commiflion,  muft  be  allowed  that  the 
fecond  nomination  of  a  man  fo  politically  obnoxious  was 
highly  impolitic,  cannot  be  doubted;  but  no  objection 
having  been  made  by  M.  de  la  Croix,  in  his  firft  letter  to 
that  nobleman,  it  would  furdy  have  argued  more  wifdom 
and  temper  in  the  French  government  to  have  waved  this 
invidious  obfervation  altogether.  Lord  Grenville,  in  his 
accuftomed  cold,  haughty,  and  repulfive  manner,  from 
which  he  had  in  his  iaft  difpatch  happily  deviated*  replied 

to 
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to  M.  dc  la  Croix,  «  that  lord  Malmefbury  will,  without 
delay,  proceed  to  Lifle,  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  with  the 
French  plenipotentiaries  for  the  completion  of  a  definitive 
treaty — the  remark  of  the  Directory,  upon  the  choice 
which  his  majefty  had  thought  (it  to  make  of  his  plenipo- 
tentiary, being  certainly  of  a  nature  not  to  require  any 
anfwer."* 

On  the  part  of  the  Directory  were  nominated,  as  pleni- 
potentiaries, the  citizens  Le  Tourneur,  late  member  of  the 
Directorial  Council,  Pleville,  and  Maret,  men  of  fenfe, 
moderation,  and  fagacity.  The  firft  difpatch  of  lord 
Malmefbury  to  lord  Grenville  is  dated  July  the  iith,  in 
which  he  mentions  "  that  he  had,  in  a  conference  with 
the  French  commiflioners,  on  the  8th,  given,  in  the  projtt 
precifely  as  he  had  received  it  from  his  lord  (hip.  This  the 
commiflioners  had  tranfmitted  to  the  Directory.  But  in 
the  mean  time,  and  till  their  anfwer  arrived,  M.  le  Tour- 
neur 

•  "  On  the  30th  of  December,  1796,"  fays  the  admirable  writer  fo  often 
quoted  in  this  volume,  "  Mr.  Pitt  informed  the  houfe  of  commons  «  that 
the  king's  ambafiador  had  been  difmifled  with  every  mark  of  ignominy  and 
infult ;  that  a  fludied  infult,  refined  and  matured  by  the  French  Directory,  had 
been  offered  to  his  Britannic  majefty.*  And  then  he  afked,  '  whether,  after 
the  king's  minifter  had  been  ordered,  in  the  moft  infulting  manucr,  to  leave 
the  territories  of  France  ;  after  our  proportions  had  been  flighted,  and  our  am- 
bafiador infult  ed ;  were  we,  by  fending  couriers  to  Paris,  to  proftrate  ourfelves 
at  the  feet  of  a  ftubborn  and  fupercilious  government,  to  do  what  they  require, 
and  to  fubmit  to  whatever  they  may  impofe  ?  I  hope  there  is  not  a  band 
in  his  majefty's  councils  which  would  fign  the  propofal;  that  there  is  not  a 
heart  in  thi»  houfe  who  would  fandion  the  meafure ;  and  that  there  i»  not 
an  individual  in  the  Britilh  dominions  who  would  ad  as  the  courier. '—Such 
language,  whether  true  or  not,  may  fcrve  to  in  dame  a  popular  affembly, 
but  is  not  fafe  or  juftifiable  in  a  miniftcr  of  ftatc.  How  can  he  adhere  to 
it  without  perpetual  war  ?  How  can  he  retract  it  without  ever  lading  infa- 
my ?  The  French  made  no  apology.  They  offered  no  reparation.  Yet» 
in  lefs  than  fix  month*,  when  the  minifter  himfclf  had  fo  degraded  the  office, 
that  00  gentleman  ought  to  have  accepted  of  it,  the  fame  hand  was  found 
to  fign,  the  fame  heart  to  fon&ion,  and  the  fame  courier  to  carry  the  mefTage 
cxadly  to  the  lame  patties" 

•  $uefi'<o*  Staled;  pp.  If,  12. 
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neur  and  his  colleagues  exprefled.  their  wUhcs  to  difcuft 
fome  mfulated  points  not  referred  to  in  the  projet,  but  which 
were  affirmed  to  be  "  inseparably  connected  with  the 
general  fubjecl:  of  peace,"  Firft,  It  was  obfcrved  m  the 
fubfequent  conference,  "  that  in  the  preamble  of  the 
projet  the  title  of  King  of  France  was  ufed*  This  title," 
it  was  contended  by  die  commiflioners,  «  could  no  longer 
be  inftfted  on ;  the  abolition  of  it  was  in  a  manner  eflential 
to  the  fuH  acknowledgment  of  the  French  republic/'  A  go- 
vernment truly  wife  would  have  been  happy  to  have  em* 
braced  any  favorable  opportunity  of  difcarding  a  tide  which 
was  worfc  than  nothing,  and  vanity  $  it  was  a  (landing 
cauie  of  irritation — a  permanent  monument  of  injufticcw 
An  ambaflador  truly  able  would  have  yielded  the  point 
with  franknefs — pleafed,  by  fo  eafy  a  conceflion,  to  infufe 
that  fpirit  of  good  humour  into  the  negotiation  fo  e  Hernial 
to  its  ultimate  fuccefs  :  But  lord  Malmefbury,  a  genuine 
difciple  of  the  old  fchool,  and  wholly  deftitute  of  that  force 
of  penetration  which  at  once  perceives  and  recognifes  the 
neceflity  of  conforming  to  rircumftances  in  new  fituations* 
propofed  a  feparate  article,  fimilar  to  that  inferted  in  for- 
mer treaties,  as  fumciendy  obviating  the  diificulty.  The 
French  plenipotentiary  replied,  "  that  it  was  to  the  title 
ufelf,  as  well  as  to  any  right  which  might  be  fuppofed  to 
arife  from  it,  that  they  objected." — «  This  mode  of  reason- 
ing,", lord  Malmelbury  tells  the  Englifli  fecretary  of  ftate, 
««  he  could  fcarcely  allow  himfelf  to  treat  ferioufly."  But 
why  it  mould  not  be  treated  ferioully  feems  impoflible  t6 
conjecture.  It  was  not  only  pardonable  but  proper  for  the 
Frencli  republican  government  to  require  the  renunciation 
in  queftion.  If  it  appeared  upon  the  very  face  of  the  thing 
prepoflerous  that  the  king  of  England  mould  ftyle  himfelf 
King  of  France  to  the  end  of  time,  what  period  could  be 
more  fuitable  to  the  relinquiihment  of  fuch  a  ridiculous 
aflumption  than  theprecife  moment  when  England  acknow* 
Icdged  the  validity  of  a  government  in  France  which  had 
vol.  in.  2  E  for 
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'for  ever  aboliftied  King-Jbip  Lord  Malmefbury  thought 

•fit,  however,  to  enter  into  an  elaborate  defence  of  this  idle 
pretention.    "  He  endeavoured,"  he  fays,  «  to  make  them 
feel  that  it  was  cavilling  for  a  mere  word.,r  On  the  put 
Jof  England  this  propofition  wasrnoft  certainly  true  as 
applied  to  France,  it  was  as  certainly  faKe.    SuppoGng  the 
Directory  of  France  had  chofen  to  ftyie  themfelves  the  Di- 
rectory of  England,  would  it  have  been  a  mere  cavil  in  die 
Engiilh  government  to  have  objected  to  their  prefumption? 
When  a  claim  is*advanced  abfurd  in  itfelf,  and  revolting  to 
-the  feelings  of  mankind,  to  except  agairift  it  is  not «  cavil- 
iing,"  even  allowing  fuch  claim  to  be  unattended  with  ac- 
tual inconvenience  :    But  to  require  this  relinquifhment  of 
title  was  more  than  probable — it  was  juft  and  rational  in 
France  5  for  it  was  afking  the  removal  of  an  antient  and 
rooted  caufe  of  irritation  and  offence  •,  and  to  refufe  this 
Yelinquifliment  was  irrational  in  England  at  any  time, 
anore  efpecially  at  the  commencement  of  a  moll  important 
Negotiation,  which  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  conciliation 
.only  could  bring  to  a  happy  hTue.   A  minifter  who  did  not 
-fee  this  grand  truth  clearly  and  diftin&ly  was  utterly  unfit 
to  be  employed  in  fo  momentous  a  concern  ;  and  this  firft 
Calfe  ftep  of  lord  Malmcfbury  mewed,  in  a  ftriking  man- 
lier, how  well  founded  was  the  prefentiment  of  the  Direc- 
tory, that  the  appointment  of  this  nobleman  auguted  ill  to 
the  fuccefs  of  the  negotiation.    Though  fcarcely  could  he 
allow  himfelf,  as  he  profeffes,  to  treat  the  fubje&  ferioufly, 
he  entered  into  a  very  dull  and  tedious  harangue,  to  prove 
how  confident  it  was  with  the  dignity  and  fecurity  of  the 
republic  to  furler  this  obnoxious  title  to  be  retained — quot- 
ing, unfortunately  for  the  honor  of  England,  the  lofty  titles 
aflumed  by  the  feeble  and  falling  monarchs  of  Sardinia  and 
Sicily,  as  examples  exaElly  in  point.    The  French  commif- 
fioners  were  much  more  eafily  convinced  that  the  fecurity 
of  the  republic  was  not  concerned  in  this  difcuffion  than  of 
die  dignity  of  it :  and,  in  fact,  the  dignity  of  both  nations, 
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if  national  dignity  includes,  in  the  definition  of  it,  common 
fenfe,  equally  required  the  facrifice  of  this  folly.  After 
much  difputation,  lord  Malmeibury  arguing,  as  he  fays, 
in  vain,  could  not  avoid  taking  it  for  reference, — leaving 
upon  the  minds  of  the  French  commifBoners  an  imprefljott 
relative  to  his  diplomatic  talents,  the  moft  diftant  in  the 
world  from  that  of  refpeel  and  confidence.* 

"  Tht/econd  infulated  point,"  continues  lord  Malmeibury, 
"  was  a  very  material  one  indeed,  and  came  upon  him  very 
unexpectedly.  It  was  to  aflt  a  reititution  of  the  (hips  taken 
at  Toulon,  or  an  equivalent  for  them."  The  ambaflador 
replied,  "  that  this  claim  was  fo  perfectly  unlooked  for, 
that  it  was  impojjible  for  him  to  have  been  provided  for  it  in 
his  inftru&ions ;  but  that  his  own  private  fentiments  were, 
that  they  could  not  have  devifed  a  ftep  more  likely  to  defeat 
the  great  end  of  their  million."  His  lordihip  faid,  «  that 
he  did  not  fee  where  this  equivalent  was  to  be  found,  or 
how  it  was  to  be  appreciated ;  and  he  trufted  that  this  very 
inadmiflible  propofal  would  be  withdrawn."  They  faid  it 
was  not  in  their  power ;  and  one  of  the  commiffioners  read 
from  their  written  inftru&ions  a  paflage  which  confirmed 
the  aflcrtion. — As  lord  Malmefbury,  in  his  feveral  letters, 
is  much  more  full  in  reporting  his  own  arguments  than  thofe 
of  his  adverfaries,  it  may,  in  juftice  to  the  French  commif- 
fioners, be  proper  to  (late  the  nature  of  their  claim  fairly 

and 

*  Certainly  the  fagaciout  Hume  did  not  regard  thU  abfurd  aod  unjuft 
affumption  of  title  in  the  light  which  lord  Malmeibury  (cant  fo  eager  to 
place  It  in,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  following  quotation  :— 41  From  thit 
period,"  (A.  D.  1338)  fayi  that  philofophical  hiftorian,  "  when  Edward  lit. 
firft  took  upon  him  the  title  of  King  of  France, .  wc  may  date  the  com- 
mencement of  that  great  animofity  which  the  E;g!tw  nation  have  ever  fince 
borne  to  the  French,  which  ha*  fo  vifible  an  influence  on  all  future  tranfac- 
tions,  and  which  has  been,  and  continues  to  be,  the  fpritig  of  many  rafli 
and  precipitate  refoluttont  amongft  them/' 

M  When  will  ambition,"  fay»  another  refpcdable  hiftorian,  "  liften  to  the 
voice  of  reafon  and  humanity,  and  permit  mankind  to  enjoy  the  gift*  of 
nature  and  providence  in  peace  ?*' 

a  *  %  Jinry,  vol  X.  p.  %%, 
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and  explicitly.    It  ftands  thus  s— «  Lord  Hood  wu  ad- 
mitted into  Toulon*  and  took  pofleflion  of  the  (hips,  &c. 
en  the  following  condition*  •  via.  That  when  peace  fhail  be 
re-eftabliflied  in  France,  the  (hips  and  forts  which  {hail  hare 
been  put  into  the  hands  of  the  EnglUh  (hail  be  reftored  to 
the  French  nation,  in  the  lame  ftate  they  were  in  when 
the  inventory  was  delivered.    By  treating  with  the  republic 
you  acknowledge  the  exigence  of  a  competent  government, 
to  which  every  rcftitution  due  to  the  French  nation  ought 
to  be  made.    You  cannot  pretend  that  you  hold  the  (hips 
taken  at  Toulon  as  a  depofit  in  truft  for  Louis  XV11I. 
when,  by  making  a  perpetual  peace  with  the  republic,  yoa 
are  yourfelves  parties  to  an  acl  which  annihilates  the  pre- 
tentions of  that  peribm    Neither  could  even  he  have  a»y 
claim  to  the  reftitution,  unlefs  be  were  in  pofleflion  of  the 
throne.    Ships  of  war,  magazines,  &c.  are  national  pro- 
perty, not  within  the  perfonai  ownerfhip  of  princes  ;  much 
lefs  removable  with  their  perfons  :  they  are  the  fixtures  of 
the  ftate,  which  even  the  fovereign  in  pofleflion  cannot 
aHenate  from  the  defence  or  fervice  of  the  country.  We 
demand  the  reftitution,  as  reprefentatives  of  the  French  na- 
tion, which  you  acknowledge  us  to  be,  and  precifely  in  the 
terms  of  your  own  engagement."*    Lord  Malmefbury  re- 
jects the  claim,  without  attempting  to  anfwer  the  plea; 
for  it  furely  is  no  anfwer  to  an  argument  to  fay  that  you  are 
fitrprifed  at  it.  As  for  its  being  "  unlooked  for*"  no  fubjeel 
was  more  frequently  mentioned  in  England,  or  more  likely 
to  be  infifted  upon  by  France.  The  fame  thing  may  indeed 
be  remarked  of  the  firft  of  thefe  infulated  propofi tions* 

"  The  third  queftion,"  fays  lord  Malmelbury,  «  was,  as  to 
any  mortgage  we  might  have  upon  the  Low  Countries,  in 
confequence  of  money  lent  to  the  emperor  by  Great  Britain. 
They  wifhed  to  know  if  any  luch  exifted  %  fince,  as  they 
had  taken  the  Low  Countries,  charged  with  all  their  in- 
cumbrances, 

m 

•  Vide  «  Question  Stated,*  pp.  15,  16- 
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cumbrances,  they  were  to  declare  that  they  ihould  not  con- 
sider themfelves  bound  to  anfwer  any  mortgage  given  for 
money  lent  to  the  emperor  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on 
war  againft  them.  I  told  them,  that,  without  replying  to 
this  queition,  fuppofing  the  cafe  to  exift,  die  exception 
they  required  mould  have  been  ftated  in  their  treaty  with 
the  emperor,  and  could  not  at  all  be  mixed  up  in  ours ; 
that  if  they  had  taken  the  Low  Countries  as  they  ftood  charg- 
ed with  all  their  incumbrances,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
what  thofe  words  meant  -y  and  that  if  no  exception  was 
dated  in  the  firft  inftance,  none  could  be  made  with  a 
retro-active  effect.  The  French  plenipotentiaries,  however, 
were  as  tenacious  on  this  point  as  on  the  other  two  :  and 
as  I  found,  to  every  argument  I  ufed,  that  they  conftanfly 
oppofed  their  instructions,  I  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  defire 
that  they  would  give  me  a  written  paper,  ftating  their  three 
claims,  in  order  that  I  might  immediately  tranfmit  it  to 
your  lordfhip ,  and,  on  this  being  promifed,  our  confe- 
rence broke  up/' — As  lord  Malmefbury  has  entirely  omitted 
to  (late  the  ground  on  which  the  French  commiffioners 
retted  their  firft  claim,  it  can  only  bo  conjectured  that  they 
actually  did,  as  they  certainly  might  with  good  rea&n,  al- 
lege the  invalidity  of  any  mortgage  title  upon  the  revenues 
of  the  Low  Countries,  granted  by  the  emperor  at  s  time 
when  the  countries  therafelves  were  not  in  his  pofleifton  j 
and  that,  although  the  cafe  of  the  Englijh  mortgage  might 
not  be  in  immediate  contemplation  at  the  moment  when 
the  article  of  ccmon  was  framed,  it  could  never  be  fuppof- 
ed  the  intension  of  the  French  government  to  fanction  fe> 
great  an  abfurdity  as  to  admit  that  the  revenues  of  a  terri- 
tory actually  conquered  by  them,  could,  according  to  any 
rule  of  equity  or  common  fenfe,  be  mortgaged  by  their  for- 
mer pofleflbr  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  carrying  on  the  wa» 
againft  them. — Even  had  the  claim,  on  the  part  of  the  French, 
been  wholly  arbitrary,  it  was  not  furely  a  point  worth  con- 
fending  ferioufly  about,  confidcring  the  degree  of  eftimation 

in 
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in  which  the  Imperial  fecurities  were  held  on  the  London 
Exchange ;  and,  by  provtfionally  conceding  this  and  the 
former  points  with  cheerfulnefs  and  facility,  reciprocal 
conceflions  might  have  been  reafonably  expe&ed  from 
France,  and  the  negotiation  would  have  proceeded  under 
happy  aufpices. 

The  projet  delivered  by  lord  Malmelbury  to  the  com- 
miffioners  of  France  was  founded  profefledly  on  the  jlatus 
quo  ante  bellum>  with  fuch  exceptions  as  mould  be  ftipulated 
by  fpecific  articles  of  the  treaty— the  French  engaging  to 
procure  for  the  Houfe  of  Orange,  at  a  general  peace,  an 
adequate  compenfation  for  the  lofs  of  their  hereditary  dig- 
nities. Several  blanks  were  of  courfe  left  in  the  projet ,  to 
be  filled  up  as  the  negotiation  went  forward.  The  French 
commiflioners,  exprefiing  their *  withes  that  lord  Malmelbury 
would  inform  them  in  writing  in  what  mode  he  meant  to 
propofe  that  thefe  blanks  Ihould  be  filled  up,  the  Englifh 
ambaffador  inferted  in  the  13th  article,  relative  to  Spain, 
the  words  «  with  the  exception  of  Trinidad,  which  mail 
remain  in  full  pofieffion  to  his  Britilh  majefty," — adding 
that  this  was  intended  to  balance  the  augmentation  of  power 
accruing  to  France  from  the  acquifition  of  the  Spaniih  part 
of  St.  Domingo. 

In  the  14th  article,  relative  to  Holland,  lord  Malmefbury 
inferted  the  words  w  with  the  exception  of  the  town,  fort, 
and  eftablimment  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and  of  the 
pofleflions  which  belonged  to  the  Dutch  before  the  war  in 
the  ifland  of  Ceylon  >  and  of  the  town  and  fort  of  Cochin, 
which  (hall  be  ceded  to  his  Britannic  majefty  in  exchange 
for  the  town  of  Negapatnam,  with  its  dependencies.''  In 
the  fame  note  lord  Malmelbury  Cgnified  that  the  pofitive 
demand  of  the  French  commiflioners,  of  an  entire  reftitu- 
tion  of  the  pofleflions  belonging  to  France  before  the  war, 
would  not  be  an  infuperable  obftacle  to  the  negotiation. 

It  would  be  great  injuftice  not  to  admit — confidering  the 
number  and  value  of  the  conqucfts  made  by  England  during 
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the  war,  and,  pre-fuppofing  the  propriety  of  "treating  Hot- 
land,  for  whofe  defence  we  entered,  or  pretended  to  enter, 
into  the  war,  as  an  enemy — that  the  propofals  of  the  court 
of  London  on  this  occafion  were  very  -reafonable  and  mode- 
rate—certainly  as  much  fo  as  the  French  themfelves  could 
poflibly  expe&.    So  that  if  the  preliminary  demands  had 
been,  with  a  good  grace,  complied  with,  the  negotiation 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  terminated  fpeedily  and  hap- 
pily.*   But,  in  confequence  of  the  pertinacious  and  irritat- 
ing oppofition  of  lord  Malmeibury,  to  whom,  on  this  oc- 
jcafion  at  lead,  great  powers  were  entrufted,  and  on  whofe 
diplomatic  addrefs  and  ability  every  thing  at  this  important 
moment  depended,  the  negotiation  fuddenly  aflumed  a  mofb 
unpleafant  and  ominous  appearance. 

On  the  ioth  of  July  the  French  plenipotentiaries  deli- 
vered  to  lord  Malmeibury  a  formal  official  note,  in  which 
they  inform  his  lordftiip,  "  that  they  have  the  pofitive  orders 
of  the  Directory,  to  require  :  HI.  The  renunciation  of  the 
title  of  king  of  France  borne  by  his  Britannic  majefty. 
ad.  The  miniftcrs  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  are  or- 
dered to  demand  the  -reftitution  of  the  vefTels  taken  or  de- 
stroyed at  Toulon.   3d.  The  miniflers  plenipotentiary  have 

orders 

•  It  would  indeed  have  manifefted  a  degree  of  wifdom  and  magnanimity  . 
too  rare  and  exalted  to  become  the  fubjecl.  of  practical  difcuHi  on,  for  Eng. 
land  to  have  rtfftored,  voluntarily  and  generoufly,  all  her  conquefls,  made 
during  the  prefent  war-— and  which  were,  in  facl,  no  better  than  fplendid 
incumbrances,    k  it  remarkable,  that  a  hundred  and  thirty  years  before 
this  time*  when  Britain  could  boaft  of  a>.  very  few  foreign  poflcflions,  fir  » 
William  Temple,  ambaflador  to  the  States  General,  at  his  firft  audience,  de-  . 
dared,  *'  that  the  king,  his  mailer,  contented  with  thofe  great  and  powerful 
kingdoms  which  God  had  given  him,  coveted  nothing  from  his  neighbours; 
nor  had  he  other  thoughts  or  wiihes  hefide  thofe  of  the  common  peace  and 
repofe  of  Chriftendom,"    And  queen  Elizabeth,  in  one  of  her  fpeeches  to 
parliament,  avowed,  14  that  though  it  might  be  thought  simplicity  in  her 
(he  had  not  thought  to  advance  her  territories  and  enlarge  her  dominions* 
-albeit  opportunities  had  fcrved  her  to  do  it,"     Happy  !  had  the  policy  of 
this  great  princefs  now  been  departed  from. 
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orders  to  demand,  and  do  demand,  the 
the  part  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  of  the  mortgage  on 
Belgium." 

On  the  13th  of  July  lord  Greuville  wrote  a  very  re- 
markable letter  to  lord  Malmefbury,  in  which  he  for*, 
*'  that  the  preliminary  demands  of  the  French  rainifters 
have  been  received  by  the  court  of  I^ondon  with  great  fur- 
prift.    On  the  fubje&  of  the  Netherlands,  as  conneacd 
with  the  Auftrian  loans,"  fays  his  lordfhip,  "  it  is  concehr- 
eA  that  any  explanation  between  his  majefty  and  the  French 
government  is  wholly  unneceiEury.     The  loans  raifed 
in  England  for  the  fervice  of  the  emperor  01  Germany,  ajic 
guaranteed  by  a£t  of  parliament,  here  reft,  as  your  lordfhip 
will  perceive  by  the  annexed  copy  of  the  convention  on  that 
fubjc&,  upon  the  fecurity  of  all  the  revenues  of  the  here- 
ditary dominions  of  his  Imperial  majefty.     They  do  not 
feem  in  any  manner  to  come  under  the  description  contain- 
ed in  the  fixth  article  of  the  preliminaries  between  Auftria 
and  France,  refpe&ing  mortgages  uport  the  foil  of  the  Ne- 
therlands, on  which  ground  alone  France  could  have  any 
pretence  to  interfere  in  the  bufinefs.     On  the  other  two 
points  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  obfervations  which  your 
lordfhip  has  already  made  upon  them  \  and  we  can  there- 
fore only  wait  with  impatience  for  the  anfwer  to  the  pnjet 
delivered  by  your  lordfhip,  which  will  enable  us  to  form  a 
judgment  on  the  intentions  of  the  government  with  whom 
we  are  treating. 

Here  then  one  obflacle,  at  leaft,  to  the  treaty,  after  all 
the  previous  and  invidious x>ppofrtion  of  lord  Malmefbury, 
is  effectually  removed ;  for  the  third  preliminary  of  France 
it  feems  related  to  the  renunciation  of  an  ideal  claim  which 
Great  Britain  had  no  intention  to  bring  forward.  But  if 
France  thought  that  fhe  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  contracted 
an  obligation  to  England,  by  accepting  the  ceflion  of  the 
Netherlands  with  all  the  incumbrances,  it  was  not  officious 
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in  her,  but  a  mark  of  good  faith,  to  require,  formally,  a 
releafe  from  that  engagement.  On  this  point,  however, 
it  now  appeared  that  the  fentiments  of  both  governments 
were  piecifely  the  fame* 

On  the  perufal  of  lord  Grenville's  letter,  it  is  very  appa- 
rent that  the  fecretary  had  fallen  into  the  very  fame  fatal 
error  with  the  ambaflador,  and  that  neither  had  political  pe- 
netration fufficient  to  perceive  the  extreme  importance  which 
the  French  attached  to  their  preliminary  demands,  although 
they  were  all,  in  fa£t,  points  of  honor  infinitely  more  than 
of  intereft.  The  firjt  of  the  three  was  too  obvioufly  fo  to  re- 
quire  a  comment.     As  to  the  fecond,  the  French  plenipo- 
tentiaries themfeives  obferved,  "  that,  without  a  reft  it  u- 
tion  of  the  {hips,  an  equivalent  might  be  found  to  effect 
the  purpofe  defiled,  fince  their  great  objeft  was  that  fome- 
thing  mould  appear  to  prove  that  this  jud  demand  had  not 
been  over-looked  by  them,  and  was  not  left  unfatisfied  by 
us."    Not  a  fyllable  had  been  urged  by  lord  Malmefbury  to 
evince  the  impropriety  or  injuftice  of  this  claim  ;  yet  lord 
Grenville  declares,  that  he  has  nothing  to  add  to  his  lord* 
(hip's  obfervations.    With  refpe&  to  the  intereft  which  the 
French  government  might  connect  with  the  third  claim,  as 
the  mortgage  in  queftion  extended  to  the  revenues  of  all  the 
emperor's  hereditary  dominions,  it  is  evident  that,  admit- 
ting the  refponGbility  of  the  Low  Countries,  the  proportion 
which  would  attach  to  them  muft  be  extremely  infignificant. 
Thefe  demands,  which  appeared  to  the  French  government 
fo  juft  and  reafonable  in  themfeives,  and  fo  little  injurious 
to  England  to  grant,  were  refufed  in  that  fpirit  of  difinge- 
nuous  cavil,  which  feemed  to  indicate,  that  lord  Malmef- 
bury deemed  it  the  firft,  if  not  the  fole,  duty  of  an  ambaf- 
fedor,  to  object  to  every  propofition  that  could  be  advanced, 
and  to  refrain  from  every  conceflton  that  might  be  required. 
Such  were  the  unfavorable  omens  under  which  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  the  Englifh  projet  commenced. 

On 
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On  the  13th  of  July  a  conference  upon  this  fubjecx  was 
held  between  the  Englifh  ambaflador  and  the  French  com- 
millloners ;  when  the  latter  dated  their  obje&ions  to  the 


m 
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eluded  at  Nimeguen,  Ryfwick,  Utrecht,  &c.  &c.  as 
taining  many  particulars  fuperfluous,  irrelevant,  and  even 
difcordant  to  the  prefent  order  of  things.  The  difcuffion  was 
conducted  with  decorum  and  propriety,  and  it  was  at  lift 
agreed  to  enter  into  an  attentive  inveftigation  of  the  feveral 
treaties  fpecified,  in  order  more  clearly  to  afcertain  the  force 
of  the  obje&ion.    The  French  minifters  faid,  "  that  their 
fincere  and  only  defire  was,  that  the  treaty  we  were  now 
entering  upon  might  be  fo  framed  as  to  iecure  permanency, 
the  object  for  which  it  was  intended     and  lord  Malmefbury 
rejoined,  «  that  nothing  could  be  fo  confonant  to  his  orders, 
or  the  intentions  of  his  royal  matter." 

On  the  1 5th  of  July  the  ambafTador  received  a  note  from 
the  French  legation,  which  certainly  appeared,  upon  the 
face  of  it,  very  extraordinary — importing,  that  they  had 
received  frefh  orders  from  Paris,  requiring  them  to  make 
the  following  declaration.—"  There  exift  in  the  public  and 
fecret  treaties  by  which  the  French  republic  is  bound  to  its 
allies,  Spain  and  the  Batavian  republic,  articles  by  which 
the  three  powers  refpe&ively  guarantee  the  territories  pof- 
fefled  by  each  of  them  before  the  war.     The  French  go- 
vernment, unable  to  detach  itfelf  from  the  "  engagements 
which.it  has  contracted  by  thefe  treaties,  eftabliQie3,  as  an 
indifpenfable  preliminary  of  the  negotiation  for  the  peace 
with  England,  the  confent  of  his  Britannic  majefty  to  the 
reftitution  of  all  the  poffeuions  which  he  occupies,  not  only 
from  the  French  republic,  but,  further  and  formally,  of  thofe 
of  Spain  and  the  Batavian  republic.     In  confequence,  the 
underfigned  minifters  plenipotentiary  requeft  lord  Malmef- 
bury to  explain  himfelf  with  regard  to  this  reftitution,  and 
to  confent  to  it,  if  he  is  authorized  to  do  fo  j  if  not,  and  in 
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the  contrary  cafe,  to  fend  a  meflenger  to  his  court,  in  or- 
der  to  procure  the  neceffary  powers." 

Unqueftionably,  the  Directory  were  thrown  into  the  ex- 
treme ill-humour  by  the  obftinacy  of  lord  Malmelbury'sop- 
pofltion  to  the  preliminary  demands,  and  the  defpicabte 
chicanery  of  his  arguments.     And,  fufpe&ing  the  extent 
of  his  powers,  which  had  been  in  the  former  initance  fo  li- 
mited, and  jealous  that  the  court  of  London  meant,  as  be- 
fore, merely  to  trifle  with  them — which  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  the  fa&,  for  neceflity  had  produced  fincerity, 
though  it  failed  to  create  wifdom — they  had  recourfe  to  this 
method  of  folving  their  doubts.  Lord  Malmefbury  properly 
replied,  «  that  he  had  no  hefitation  in  declaring  to  them 
that  his  injlruftions  did  by  no  means  authorize  him  to  admit, 
as  a  preliminary  principle,  that  which  their  declaration 
feemed  intended  to  eftablifti — but,  previous  to  fending  off 
a  meflenger  to  his  court,  his  lordftiip  propofod  a  conference 
for  the  purpofe  of  explanation.     In  this  conference  the 
French  commiflioners  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion  that  the 
demand  of  the  Directory  was  by  no  means  intended  to  pre- 
clude difcuffion :  on  the  contrary,  they  invited  propofals 
from  the  ambaffador,  faying, «  if  they  fhould  be  found  fuch 
as  it  will  be  impoiBble  for  us  to  admit,  we  will,  on  our 
fide,  bring  forward  others  for  your  court  to  deliberate  upon.** 
Notwithstanding  this  explanation  of  the  commiflioners, 
lord  Grenville,  in  reply  (July  10),  declares  the  claim  in 
que  ft  ion  to  be  fo  extravagant  as  to  afford  a  ftrong  preemp- 
tion of  a  determination  to  preclude  all  means  of  accommo- 
dation, and  that  nothing  in  this  cafe  remains  but  to  oppofe 
with  energy  a  fyftem  tending  to  perpetuate  a  (late  of  war  in 
Europe.    The  letter  of  lord  Grenville,  which  is  a  very  long 
one,  difcovers  an  extreme  deficiency  in  diplomatic  ability. 
If  the  French  government  in  the  late  note  meant  to  include 
the  inftrudtions  as  well  as  powers  of  lord  Malmefbury,  the 
negotiation  muff  neceflarily  be  at  an  end,  the  demand  being 
ecjually  abfurd  and  infolent :  if  to  his  powers  only,  as  the 
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coramiffioners  themfelves  undcrftood  it,  the  difficulty  was 
cafily  and  at  once  obviated,  by  veiling  in  him  the  full  powers 
required,  and  leaving  him  to  his  difcretion,— or,  if  nccef- 
fary,  limiting  him,  by  his  inftru&ions,  in  the  exercifc  of 
thofe  powers.  But  the  letter  of  lord  Grenville  confifts  of 
a  vehement  declamation  againft  a  demand,  which,  in  the 
fenfe  of  the  declaimer,  was  never  intended  to  be  made. 
Far,  however,  from  bearing  the  marks  of  infincerity,  the 
letter  difcovers  great  anxiety  that  the  negotiation  fhouid  pro- 
ceed, even  if  the  projet  offered  by  England  were  wholly 
withdrawn,  and  that  a  difpofition  on  the  part  of  France  ap- 
peared rather  to  treat  upon  the  baGs  of  a  nntrt-projtt  of 
their  own  framing.  And  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz  having  been 
mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  the  late  conferences,  lord 
Malmcfbury  is  cxprefsly  authorized  to  date  to  the  French 
commiflioners,  "  that  if  any  fecret  treaty  was,  in  fact,  con- 
cluded at  the  interview  at  Pilnitz,  between  the  late  empe- 
ror and  the  king  of  Pruflia — which,"  continues  his  lord- 
fliip,  "  is  to  fay  the  lead  very  doubtful  in  point  of  fact — 
this,  at  leaft,  is  certain,  that  his  roajefty  was  no  party  to 
fuch  treaty,  and  not  only  was  not  then  included  in  it,  but 
has  never  fince  adhered  to  it,  nor  even  been  apprized  of  its 
contents." 

The  next  conference  between  lord  Malmcfbury  and  the 
French  commiflioners  took  place  on  the  23d  of  July.  The 
French  plenipotentiaries,  after  hearkening  with  great  pa- 
tience to  the  long  harangue  of  the  ambafiador,  founded  on 
the  letter  of  lord  Grenville,  engaged  that  a  correct  report 
of  what  he  faid  Ihould  be  tranfmitted  forthwith  to  the  Di- 
rectory \  and  they  readily  allowed  the  equity  of  the  propo- 
fition,  either  to  accede  to  the  projet  offered  by  him,  or  to 
bring  forward  one  of  their  own.  Put  they  aflerted,  «  that 
as  long  as  they  were  bound  by  their  inftru&ions  not  to  give 
way  on  the  proposition  now  fo  decidedly  rejected,  it  was 
impoflible  for  them  to  move  a  (lep  without  new  orders  from 
the  Directory."  A  paper  was,  at  die  requeft  of  the  commit* 
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fioners,  put  into  their  hands  by  lord  Malmefbury,  ftating, 
in  mild  language,  the  unreafonablenefs  of  the  demand  made 
by  the  Directory,  and  the  impoflibility  of  complying  with 
it.  This  was  a  great  political  error  ;  for  the  commifiioners 
had  already  admitted  the  unreafonablenefs  of  the  demand,  in 
the  fenfe  fo  juftly  offenfive  to  the  court  of  London;  and  had 
it  been  complied  with  in  the  lenfe  of  the  commifiioners,  the 
obftacle  which  oppofed  itfelf  to  the  farther  progrefs  of  the 
negotiation  would  have  been  at  once  removed,  and  no 
poflible  inconvenience  could  have  refulted  from  the  con- 
ceffion. 

The  paper  in  queftion  being  ^ranfmitted  by  the  commif- 
iioners to  the  Directory,  with  tfieir  own  report  of  the  con- 
ference, an  interval  of  no  lefs  than  fourteen  days  pafled 
over  in  filence.  At  length,  on  the  6th  of  Auguft,  the 
commifiioners  informed  lord  Malmefbury,  that  they  had  re* 
ceived  letters  from  Paris,  informing  them,  that  the  Direc- 
tory had  taken  the  fubjeel:  into  their  mod  ferious  confidera- 
tion,  and  would  acquaint  them  as  foon  as  poflible  with  the 
refult.  On  lord  Malmefbury's  intimating  how  impofiible  it 
was  that  his  Britannic  majefty  fhould  not  be  hurt  at  this  de- 
mur on  fo  very  fimple  a  point,  one  of  them  faid,  "  Tou 
ought  to  augur  favorably  from  it ;  your  note  was  a  refufal 
to  agree  to  what  was  ftated  by  the  Directory  in  their  in- 
ftru&ions  to  us  as  a  Jtne  qua  non. — If  the  Directory  were  de- 
termined to  periift  in  this  fine  qua  non>  they  would  have  (aid 
So  at  once.    The  time  they  take  to  deliberate,  indicates, 

* 

beyond  a  doubt,  that  they  are  looking  for  fome  tempera- 
ment." 

On  the  1 2th  of  Auguft,  lord  Mabneibury  again  esprefied 
to  the  commifiioners  his  chagrin,  « that  day  after  day  mould 
pafs  without  making  a  progrefs  in  the  bufinefs  for  which 
they  were  met,  and  that  it  was  material  to  make  good  the 
time  they  had  loft."  The  commifiioners,  in  reply,  declared  % 
«<  that  he  would  not  think  it  time  loft  if  he  knew  how  it 
was  applied-r-Wc  will  not  fcruple  to  tell  you,  faid  one  of 

them, 
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them,  though  we  feci  wc  ought  not  yet  to  do  it  officially, 
that  we  are  confulting  with  our  allies  ;  that  we  have  com- 
municated  to  them  all  that  has  parted  here;  we  have  dated, 
that,  unlcfs  they  mean  to  continue  the  war,  they  muft  releafc 
us  from  our  engagements,  and  enable  us,  in  a  certain  degree, 
to  meet  your  propofals." 

On  the  28th  of  Auguft,  the  French  plenipotentiaries  in- 
formed lord  Malmefhury,  "  that  the  laft  aufwer  from  Hol- 
land was  fo  unfatisfa&ory,  tliat  the  Directory  had  ordered 
it  to  be  referred  to  the  Dutch  government  for  explanation, 
which  would  induce  fome  longer  delay." 

On  the  4th  of  September,  the  important  event  known  by 
the  name  of  the  revolution  of  Fruc~tidor  took  place  in  Paris; 
and  on  the  1 1  th  of  September  the  whole  French  legation  was 
recalled,  and  the  citizens  Trcilhard  and  Bonnier  appointed 
in  their  room,  who  arrived  on  the  13th.  M.  le  Tourncur 
and  his  colleagues  made,  on  parting,  handfome  compliments 
to  lord  Malmeibury,  on  the  loyaute  et  franch'ife  with  which  he 
had  a&ed  during  the  whole  of  the  negotiation.  And  it  muft 
be  allowed  that  the  language  ufed  by  this  ambaflador,  both 
in  fpeaking  and  writing,  was  uniformly  mild  and  temperate; 
as  his  manners  were  alfo  polite  and  pleating.  His  general 
deportment  was  open  and  honorable,  and  no  juft  fufpicion 
of  deceit  can,  on  this  occafion  at  leaft,  attach  either  to  his 
character  or  million.  He  was  deficient  only  in  that  fupe- 
riority  of  difcernmcnt,  and  intellectual  comprehenfion, 
which,  in  circumftances  fo  new  and  critical,  were  eflentially 
requifke  to  the  ends  of  his  appointment— in  that  confum- 
mate  addrefs  which  can  folve  or  fever  every  difficulty,  in 
order  to  attain  the  purpofe  it  had  in  view. 

In  the  very  firft  conference  held  by  lord  Malmefbury  with 
the  new  plenipotentiaries,  September  14,  it  was  (fays  his 
lordlhip),  declared  by  them  "  to  be  a  confideration  of  pri- 
mary importance,  in  every  negotiation,  to  afcertain  the  ex- 
tent of  the  powers  with  which  the  negotiators  are  vefted ; 
that  he  would  find  theirs  to  be  very  ample ;  and  that,  as  it 
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was  ncccflary  to  the  fucccfs  of  our  difcuflions  that  mine 
fliould  be  equally  fo,  they  had  it  in  command  to  prefent  a 
note,  the  object  of  which  was,  to  enquire  whether  I  was 
authorized  to  treat  on  the  principles  of  a  general  reftitution.'* 
Lord  Malmeibury  exprefled  his  furprife  at  the  repetition  of 
this  demand,  and  attempted,  as  in  the  former  inftance,  to 
(hew  the  extreme  unreafonabknefs  of  it,  and  how  inevitably 
ft  mult,  if  infifted  upon,  preclude  all  difcuflion  or  negotia- 
tion whatever.  What  lord  Malmefbury  fubjoins  on  this 
head  is  very  remarkable :  «  I  (hall  not,"  (ays  his  lordfliip, 
w  attempt  to  follow  the  French  minifter  through  the  very 
elaborate,  and  certainly  able,  fpeech  he  made  in  reply,  with 
the  view  to  convince  me  that  the  enquiry  into  the  extent  of 
my  full  powers  was  the  ftrongeft  proof  the  Directory  could 
furnifh  of  their  pacific  intention,  and  the  fhoTteft  road  they 
could  take  to  accomplifh  the  defircd  end.  It  was  in  order 
to  give  activity  in  the  negotiation — aftiver  was  his  word — 
and  to  prevent  its  ftagnating,  that  this  demand  was  made 
fo  fpecirtcally ;  and  he  intimated  to  me  that  it  was  impoflible 
for  the  directory  to  proceed  till  a  full  and  fatisfactory  anfwer 
had  been  given  to  it.  The  avowal  of  having  powers  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,"  he  faid,  "  did  not  imply  the  neceflity  of  exercif- 
them  ;  that  it  was  the  avowal  alone  for  which  they  contend- 
ed, in  order  to  determine  at  once  the  form  the  negotiation 
was  to  take  ; — that  the  note  and  the  time  prescribed  in  it 
were  in  confequence  of  the  mod  pofitive  orders  from  the 
Dire&ory  \  and  that  if  I  drew  from  it  a  conclufion  different 
from  the  aflurances  they  had  made  in  the  name  of  the  Di- 
rectory, I  did  not  make  the  true  inference." 

It  is  really  aftonifliing  that,  after  M.  Treilhard  had  fo 
clearly  explained  the  nature  of  the  demand,  lord  Malmef- 
bury fliould  dill,  in  his  reply,  infift  "  that  their  queftion 
went  not  to  the  extent  of  his  full  powers,  but  to  require  of 
him  the  nature  of  his  inftru£Hons — The  French  minifter," 
fays  his  lordOiip,  "  ftrove  to  prove  to  me,  that  the  claiming 
a  right  of  enquiry  into  the  nature  of  the  difcretionary  autho- 
rity 
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rity  confided  in  the  minifter  by  no  means  implied  an  inten- 
tion to  a&  up  to  its  utmoft  limits :  and  he  fubjoined,  «  in 
drawing  up  your  anfwer,  do  not  forget  the  force  of  the  ar- 
guments I  hare  ufed,  or,  in  your  report  to  your  court,  the 
aflurances  we  have  given  of  the  earned  wiih  of  the  Direc- 
tory to  terminate  the  war."     And  both  plenipotentiaries — 
perhaps  concerned  that,  by  the  order  of  their  government, 
they  were  compelled  to  (land  upon  this  etiq:tctte — were  mod 
warm  in  their  proteftations  that  nothing  could  be  lefs  hot- 
tile  than  the  fpirit  of  their  com  mi  (Bon,  and  that  the  idea  of 
this  negotiation  breaking  off  was  as  far  from  their  thoughts 
as  their  wi(he3.    At  length  the  conference  broke  up  with- 
out any  favorable  impreflion  made  upon  the  mind  of  the 
Englifh  minifter.    An  official  note,  containing  the  demand 
fo  obnoxious  to  the  Englifti  court,  was  immediately  tranf- 
mitted  to  lord  Malmefbury  \  to  which  his  lord  (hip  anfwered, 
"  that  he  neither  could  nor  ought  to  treat  upon  any  other 
principle  than  that  of  com  pen  rations."    On  the  next  day 
(September  16),  another  note  arrived  from  the  French 
commiffioners,  apprizing  his  lord(hip  that  a  decree  of  the 
Directory  had  pa  fled,   fignifying,  "  that  in  cafe  lord 
Malmefbury  fliall  declare  himfelf  not  to  have  the  neceffary 
powers  for  agreeing  to  all  the  reftitutions  which  the  laws 
and  the  treaties  which  bind  the  French  republic  make  indif- 
penfable,  he  (hall  be  to  return  in  four-and-twenty  hours  to 
his  court,  to  a(k  for  fufficient  powers."  To  this  lord  Malmef- 
bury rejoined,  "  that  he  could  return  no  other  anfwer  to  a 
refufal  fo  abfolute  to  continue  the  negotiation,  on  grounds 
which  appeared  to  have  been  already  agreed  upon,  than  by 
demanding  the  necefi'ary  pafsports  for  himfelf  and  his  fuite." 

The  French  commUlioners,  in  reply,  fay  "  they  think  it 
right  to  obferve  to  lord  Malmefbury,  that  he  does  not  appear 
to  have  feized  the  real  meaning  of  their  note ;  that  it  by 
no  means  contains  a  refufal  to  continue  the  negotiations, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  means  for  giving  them  activity, 
and  for  following  them  up  with  a  fuccefs  no  lefs  dcfirablc 

to 
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to  the  two  nations  than  it  would  be  flattering  to  the  mini- 
fters  charged  with  the  conduct  of  them.  The*  French  go- 
vernment is  fo  far  from  entertaining  the  intentions  which 
the  note  of  lord  Malmefbury  appears  to  impute  to  them,  that 
the  miniilers  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  have  re- 
ceived no  order  to  quit  Lifle  after  the  departure  of  the  mi- 
nifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  majcfty/' — The  Eng- 
lish ambaflador,  in  his  anfwer  (September  17),  to  this  ob- 
fervation,  ftill  perfifts  in  his  unfortunate  blunder, — for  if 
deferves  no  fofter  appellation, — and  again  repeats  what  had 
been  a  hundred  times  before  faid,  and  as  often  refuted, 
"  that  the  queftion  between  them,  in  appearance,  relates 
folely  to  the  limits  of  his  full  powers,  which  are  in  the  moft 
ample  form  \  but  does  in  fa&  require  a  declaration  of  the 
whole  extent  of  his  inftru&ions." — This  fatal  miftakc 
was  the  more  remarkable,  as  M.  Treilhard  had  taken  infi- 
mte  pains  to  demonftrate  to  him  the  difference  between  thefe 
two  things ;  and  had  exprefsly  faid,  and  reiterated,  that 
they  did  not  mean  to  enquire  into  his  inftruclions ;  and  in 
the  moft  intelligible  manner  intimated  that  they  did  not  ex- 
pect him  to  a&  up  to  the  extent  of  his  powers. 

Lord  Malmefbury  defiring  one  other  meeting  previous  to 
his  departure,  a  conference  for  the  laft  time  took  place  on 
the  1 7th  at  noon.  Nothing  however  patted  at  this  confe- 
rence, but  a  tirefome  repetition  of  the  former  arguments, 
and  renewed  proteftations  from  the  French  commiflionerc, 
««  that  the  intention  of  the  Directory  was  to  accelerate 

peace,  by  removing  every  obftacle  to  its  attainment."  

From  a  particular  expremon  dropped  by  lord  Malmefbury, 
neverthelefs,  in  this  conference,  it  appears  fumciently  evi- 
dent, that  his  powers  were  not  of  the  full  and  ample  nature 
required  by  the  Directory  :  for  he  tells  us,  "  that  he  dwelt 
particularly  and  repeatedly  on  his  own  competency  to  take 
any  thing  faid  by  the  French  commiflioners  for  reference." 
This  was  the  very  evil  which  the  Directory  meant  to  avoid, 
and  which  had  occafioned  fo  much  delay  and  difficulty  in 
vol.  in.  2  f  the 
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the  former  negotiation  at  Paris.  And  one  of  the  commit- 
fioners  remarked  upon  it,  "  that  the  full  powers  which  au- 
thorized a  minifter  to  bear  propofals  were  widely  from  thofe 
which  would  enable  him  to  accede  to  them,  and  that  it  was 
fuch  full  powers  that  the  Directory  required  him  to  folicit."* 
The  ambaflador,  equally  unable  and  unwilling  to  give 
fatisfa&ion  to  the  French  commiffioners  as  to  this  de- 
mand, fet  off  from  Lifle  the  next  morning,  on  his  return 
to  England. 

From  the  pertinacious  manner  in  which  the  French  go- 
vernment per  filled  in  this  demand,  it  is  eafy  to  infer  the 
extreme  diftruft  which  the  Directory  entertained  of  the  ul- 
timate purpofes  of  England.    Some  facrifices  were  inevit- 
able on  the  part  of  the  allies ;  but  the  reluctance  of  the 
Dutch  to  part  with  their  favorite  fettlements  of  the  Cape 
and  Ceylon  was  extreme ;  and  if  the  powers  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  ambaflTador  were  limited  as  to  the  grand  article  of  ref- 
titution,  all  the  addrefs  of  the  French  negotiators  to  obtain 
more  favorable  conditions  for  Holland  moil  have  been  al- 
together unavailing.   Inftru£lions  admitted  of  much  greater 
latitude,  and  would  be  much  more  eafily  varied,  according 
to  circumftances  :  and  the  Directory  were  unwilling  to  urge 
upon  the  Dutch  government  the  neceflity  of  conceffion, 
till  they  had  fome  clear  proofs  of  the  conciliatory  difpofi- 
tion,  as  well  as  of  the  fincerity,  of  the  Englifh  court, 
which  had  fo  obftinately  refitted  the  preliminary  demands 
of  France.    Such  at  lead  is  the  moft  probable  folution  of 
the  directorial  policy,  as  difplayed  in  the  courfe  of  this  mo- 
mentous transaction* 

The 

*  Lord  Bolingbroke,  in  a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  May  ao,  1 7* U 
fay,_«  I  obftrved  to  count  Oyllcnburg,  chit  the  Swcdifli  minifter*,  who 
(hould  be  appointed  to  treat,  {hould  be  furniflied  with  absolute  fowi&s. 
1  convinced  him  that  thefe  would  draw  into  no  confluence  which  the  kiog 
needed  to  apprehend;  fince,  by  private  inftru&ioiu  to  hi*  mioifters,  be 
might  diredt  them  to  make  what  ufe  he  (hould  think  fit  of  the  authority 
delegated  to  them." 

Boli ngdkokb  CorrfffonJcmr  %  Vol  II. 


Digitized  by  Google 


GEORGE  III. 


435 


The  conduct  of  lord  Malmefbury  was  highly  approved 
and  applauded,  as  he  had  indeed  a  right  to  expect,  by  the 
court  of  London,  from  whom  he  received  immediate  or- 
ders, on  his  arrival  in  England,  to  open  one  other  difpatch 
to  the  commiifioners  at  Li  fie,  conformably  to  the  draft  fent 
him  by  lord  Grenville.  In  this  letter  it  was  again  prepof- 
teroufly  afTerted,  «« that  die  demand  of  the  Directory  refers 
not  to  the  full  powers  of  the  ambaflador,  but  to  the  extent 
of  his  inftru&ions  5 — that  it  is  therefore  only  by  confent- 
ing  to  treat  upon  the  bafis  of  the  projet  pre  fen  ted  by  the 
ambaflador,  or  by  returning  a  contre-projet  of  a  conciliatory 
nature,  that  it  appears  pofTible  to  continue  the  negotia- 
tion."—The  French  plenipotentiaries,  afteT  the  tranfmif- 
fion  of  this  note  to  the  French  government,  anfwer  (Octo- 
ber 1),  "  that  whertthe  Directory  ordered  its  miniflers  to 
require  a  categorical  explanation  as  to  the  powers  given 
by  the  Englifh  government  to  its  ambaflador,  they  had  no 
other  object  than  to  bring  the  negotiation  to  a  fpeedy  and 
fuccefsful  iflue ; — that  fuch  are  still  the  hopes  and  in- 
tentions of  the  Executive  Directory,  which  enjoins  the 
miniflers  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  not  to  quit  Lifle 
till  the  continued  abfence  of  the  negotiator  fhall  no  longer 
leave  any  doubt  of  the  intention  of  his  Britannic  majefty  to 
break  off  all  negotiation." 

On  the  5th  of  October  this  extraordinary  correfpond- 
encc  was  terminated  by  a  note  from  lord  Malmefbury  to 
the  French  commifBoners,  written  in  terms  of  fome  af- 
pcrity ;  and  declaring  "  that  nothing  was  omitted  on  his 
part  to  accelerate  the  negotiation,  which  has  been  only 
retarded  by  the  delays  of  the  Directory,  and  which  at  this 
moment  is  only  fufpended  by  its  act. — With  regard  to 
the  renewal  of  the  conferences,"  continues  the  ambarTador, 
"  the  undcr-figned  can  only  refer  to  his  laft  note,  where 
he  has  explained,  with  franknefs  and  precifion,  the  only 
means  which  remain  for  continuing  the  negotiation  5  ob'- 
fcrving,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  king  could  no  longer 
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treat  in  an  enemy's  country  without  being  certain  that  Ae 
cuftoms  eftabliihed  amongft  all  civilized  nations,  with  re- 
gard to  public  miniilers,  and  efpecially  to  thofe  charged 
to  negotiate  for  the  re-eftablifliment  of  peace,  would  be 
refpecled  for  the  future  in  the  peifon  of  his  plenipoten- 
tiary." 

Immediately  after  the  termination  of  this  unfortunate 
negotiation,  a  declaration  was  blued  by  the  king  of  Eng- 
land, in  which  his  majefty  was  fo  ill  advifed  to  aflert,  and 
fuch  was  no  doubt  his  indignant  belief,  "  that  France  had 
not  fcrupied  to  demand  the  abfolute  and  unconditional 
furrender  of  all  that  the  energy  of  his  people,  and  the  ralor 
of  his  fleets  and  armies  have  conquered  during  the  prefent 
war :  nor  was  even  this  demand  brought  forward  as  con- 
ftituting  the  terms  of  peace,  but  as  the  price  of  negotiation, 
as  the  condition  on  which  alone  his  majefty  was  to  be  al- 
lowed to  learn  what  further  unexplained  demands  were  ftili 
referved,  and  to  what  greater  facrifices  thefe  unprecedented 
conceflions  of  honor  and  fafety  were  to  lead."* 

In 

> 

*tt  To  any  other  ambaflador  than  lord  Malmelbury,**  fays  the  very  ab!: 
author  of  the  *  Question  Stated*  (p.  17),  **  the  French  probably  would 
not  have  thought  it  necefiary  to  put  the  qucftion, '  Whether  be  had,  or  hid 
not,  powers  to  treat  on  the  principle  of  general  reftitution,  3lc  ?*  They 
had  not  forgotten,  that,  in  hit  former  embafiy,  *  at  every  communication 
he  was  in  want  of  the  advice  of  hit  court.'<f*— Lord  Malmelbury  fays,  *  that 
their  qucftion  went  not  to  the  extent  of  his  full  power*,  but  to  require  ot 
him  to  declare  the  nature  of  his  inftrudion9.'  In  the  firft  place,  he  anfwers  their 
queftion  in  a  fenfe  materially  different  from  that  which  they  attached  to  it : 
he  then  affirms,  that  the  extent  of  his  powers,  and  the  nature  of  hiiinftrut- 
tions,  arc  one  and  the  fame  thing.    But  for  this  he  affrgns  no  reafon;  nor 
docs  he  at  all  fpecify  or  intimate  what  the  inconvenience  or  diiadvacuge 
would  have  been  if  he  had  given  them  a  dired  anfwer  in  the  affirmative, 
which  he  might  have  done  in  the  terms  of  lord  Grenville*s  official  note  of 
the  17th  of  June ;  viz.  «  That  his  full  powers  included  every  cafe,  aodgirc 
him  tbemtft  unlimited authority  to  conclude  any  articles,  treaties,  &c  or,  in 
the  very  terms  of  their  own  demand,  undcrfland  according  to  the  explanation 
with  which  it  was  accompanied.—4  If  he  had  faid  vis,  the  negotiation  muft 
•  have  proceeded,  and  poflihly  might  have  ended  with  fuccefs." 

f  Dt  U  Croix,  December  19,  1 796. 
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Tn  fpeaking  of  the  points  which  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  enemy  propofed  for  feparate  difcuflion  in  their  firft 
conference  with  the  Engiifh  ambafiador,  his  majefty  ftyles 
them  «  at  once  frivolous  and  offenfive,  none  of  them  pro- 
ductive of  any  folid  advantage  to  France,  but  all  calculated 
to  raife  new  obftacles  in  the  way  of  peace."    Doubtlefs  all 
demands,  juft  or  unjuft,  made  by  an  enemy  in  the  courfe 
of  any  negotiation,  may,  in  a  general  fenfe,  be  regarded  as 
raifing  new  obftacles  in  the  way  of  peace.    But  how  the 
requifition  of  the  French  republic  to  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  to  defift  from  the  vain  and  foolifh  afiumption  of 
the  title  of  King  of  France,  -could,  in  any  rational  fenfe, 
be  confidcred  as  offenfive,  or  even  as  frivolous,  is  not  eafy 
to  divine ;  and  dill  lefs  how  the  reftoration  of  the  (hips 
taken  at  Toulon,  or  the  renunciation  of  a  mortgage  on 
their  revenues,  mould  not  be  productive  of  folid  advantage 
ro  France. — The  royal  declaration  concludes  with  the 
afiertion,  highly  laudable  in  itfelf,  and  no  lefs  acceptable  to 
the  public,  "  that,  though  his  majefty's  wifhes  and  endea- 
vours to  reftore  peace  to  his  fubjeets  had  proved  fruitlefs, 
his  fentiments  remain  unaltered.    He  looks  with  anxious 
expectation  to  the  moment  when  the  government  of  France 
may  (hew  a  dilution  and  fpirit  in  any  way  correfponding 
to  his  own." 

Amid  the  civil  commotions  which  agitated  France  at  th'i6 
period,  the  fathers  of  the  Gallican  church,  who  had  con- 
formed to  the  fevere  injunctions  of  the  confutation  on  cc- 
clcfiaftical  points,  had  ventured  once  more  to  aflemble,  in 
order  to  deliberate  on  a  mode  or  plan  of  conciliation,  to 
repair  and  cement  fuch  genuine  parts  of  this  facred  edifice 
as  had  been  mattered  by  the  rude  and  favage  hand  of  per- 
fecuting  power.  The  pad  and  prefent  ftate  of  the  church 
was  laid  before  this  venerable  body.  Amongft  other  la- 
mentable inftances  of  apoftacy  were  mentioned  the  mar- 
riages of  tweive  biOiops ;  twelve  others  had  abdicated  their 
feats ;  eight  had  periftied  on  the  fcaffold ;  one,  the  biiliop 
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of  Dol,  who  had  a&ed  in  a  military  capacity,  had  been 
fliot  as  a  rebel  and  of  the  emigrant  btfttops  forty  had 
died  in  foreign  countries.  After  attempting  to  rc-organrze 
the  admini  ft  ration  of  the  church,  the  next  foitcitude  of 
thefe  bifhops  was  to  call  back  their  brethren  who  had  wan- 
dered from  the  fold.  The  general  anfwers  given  by  die 
incivic  clergy  were  comprifed  in  a  few  words ;  fuch  as 
u  wolves,"  "  forfwearers,"  "  intruders,"  "  robbers,"  "  he- 
retics," «  fcifmatics,"  according  to  the  report  of  Gregoire, 
conftitutional  biftiop  of  Blois,  who  alone,  as  he  declares, 
had  the  patience  to  read  over  the  enormous  collection  of 
three  thoufand  pacqurts  laid  before  the  fynod. 

The  firft  ac~h  of  this  council  were,  the  publication  of  a 
fynodical  letter  to  the  pallors  and  to  the  faithful,  on  the 
means  of  eftablifhing  religious  peace ;  and  another  addrefT- 
cd  to  the  bifhops  and  priefts  reftdent  in  France,  who  had 
feparated  from  the  national  communion.  It  was  propofed 
that  a  general  oblivion  fhould  cover  all  former  difTcnfions, 
and  that  the  acknowledged  tenets  of  the  Chriftian  church 
fliould  alone  be  the  prefcribed  articles  of  belief,  whatever 
might  have  been  their  opinions  on  the  queftions  which  had 
divided  the  church  of  France.  Amongft  thefe  articles  the 
council  numbered  the  grand  positions  \ — that  the  Pope  is 
the  vifible  head  of  die  church  on  earth ;  that  he  pofFcffes 
thereby  the  primacy  of  honor  and  jurjfdi&ion  ;  and  that  all 
Chriftians  are  bound  implicitly  to  receive  the  dogmas  pro- 
mulgated by  the  catholic  and  univerfal  church,  and  to  con- 
demn all  the  errors  which  it  has  profcribed. 

Although  the  French  government  did  not,  and,  according 
to  the  acknowledged  principles  of  toleration,  could  not,  in- 
tcrpofe  to  prevent  the  deliberations  and  a&s  of  an  aflcmbly 
which  cautioufly  retrained  its  proceedings  within  the  limits 

of 

•  Had  the  btfhnp  of  Dol  been  reclaimed  as  a  fon  of  the  church  by  the 
father  of  the  faithful,  his  coat  of  mail  might,  agreeably  to  a  famous  hiftr» 
rical  anecdote,  have  been  tranfmitted  to  the  holy  pontiff  with  the  qucQioa 
fubjoincd,  u  Sty  whether  thit  be  thy  foas  coat  or  no  ?'» 
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of  the  law  and  conftitution,  they  regarded  neverthelefs 
thofe  proceedings  with  a  jealous  eye  ;  and,  with  a  view  of 
counteracting  the  latent  fanaticifm  of  the  vulgar  religion, 
the  Directory  gave  great  encouragement  to  a  new  feet,  re- 
cently eftablifhed  under  the  name  of  Theophilanthropifls  ; 
one  of  the  members  of  the  directorial  board,  La  Reveilliere 
Lepaux,  declaring  himfelf  openly  a  patron  and  protector 
of  it.  Thefe  religioniils,  rejecting  all  revelation,  confined 
their  worfhip  to  one  fupreme  being :  and,  gradually  increas- 
ing in  number,  they  at  length  took  pofleffion,  by  permiflion 
of  the  municipalities,  of  very  many  of  the  public  churches 
—occupied,  alfo,  at  other  hours  of  the  fame  day,  by  the 
Catholics:  and  the  offering  of  the  wheaten  ear  and  the 
bouquet  of  flowers  to  the  divinity,  as  prefcribed  by  the  ele- 
gant though  already  fuperftitious  ritual  of  the  new  feet, 
was  preceded,  or  followed,  by  the  myftic  and  fumptuous 
rites  of  the  Romifh  church. 

From  the  period  of  the  fignature  of  the  preliminaries  of 
Leoben,  general  Buonaparte  had  been  deeply  engaged  in 
regulating  the  interior  or  political  concerns  of  Italy.  Con- 
ferences had  long  fince  been  opened  at  the  village  of  Campo 
Formio,  near  Udina,  with  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  em- 
peror, with  a  view  to  a  definitive  treaty,  which  was  at 
length  concluded  on  the  17th  of  October,  1797.  By  the 
terms  of  this  treaty  the  former  preliminary  articles  were 
confirmed,  but  with' the  addition  of  a  new  one,  which  ex- 
•  cited  great  aftoninYment  and  indignation  in  Europe.  This 
was  the  ceffion,  by  France,  to  his  Imperial  majefty  of  the 
city  of  Venice,  and  the  whole  of  the  Venetian  territory  eafU 
ward  of  the  Adige  and  a  line  paffing  through  the  Lake  de' 
Guarda,  including  that  part  of  Iftria,  Dalmatia,  &c.  for- 
merly belonging  to  the  Venetian  republic : — the  valuable 
iilands  in  the  Levant,  Corfu,  Zante,  Cephalenia,  &c.  be- 
ing allotted,  in  this  divifion  of  fpoils,  to  France.  Thofe 
who  were  attached  to  the  antient  regime  were  exafperated 
at  the  diflblution.  of  the  regular  and  long-ettablifhed  govern- 
ment 
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ment  of  Venice,  and  fcandalized  at  the  facility  and  even 
eagernefs  with  which  the  emperor,  who  had  entered  into 
the  war  as  the  champion  of  civil  and  focial  order,  and  tk 
r  defender  of  the  political  relations  of  Europe  againft  the 
common  deftroyer,  grafped  at  his  (hare  of  the  golden  fpoil 
This  was  a  tranfa&ion  which  admitted  of  no  giofe,  and 
exhibited  itfelf  to  the  perception  of  all  as  an  a&  of  unprin- 
cipled and  profligate  rapacity.* — On  the  other  hand,  France 
had  made  voluntary  and  prodigal  profeffions  of  protection 
and  fraternity  to  all  thofe  nations  which  fufrered  under  op- 
preffion,  and  were  defirous  to  embrace  the  blefiings  of  li- 
berty.   Inftead  of  acting  in  a  manner  correfpondent  to  her 
profeflions,  and  rc-conftru£Hng  the  fallen  government  of 
the  Venetians  on  principles  of  juftice  and  equity,  (he  no? 
treacheroufly  transferred  to  the  Auftrian  defpotifm  a  peo- 
pie  over  whom  (he  poflefled  no  other  right  or  power  ex- 
cepting that  which  always  appertains  to  the  ftrongeft. 
The  Venetians  themfelves  were  ftruck  with  confternation 
at  this  unlooked-for  proceeding.    Not  only  had  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Venetian  ftates  indulged  the  idea  of  exchang- 
ing their  oligarchical  regimen  for  the  blefiings  of  a  free  go- 
vernment, but  they  had  actually  named,  under  the  fan&ion 
of  the  French  general,  in  almoft  every  commune,  prori- 
fionary  authorities,  and  taken  every  ftcp  for  the  formation 
of  a  republic  founded  on  equal  rights.    It  was  therefore 
with  burfts  of  indignation  and  defpair  that  they  heard  of 
that  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  which  configned  them 
to  Auftria ;  and  it  was  faid  that  general  Buonaparte  him- 
felf  yielded  with  great  reju&ance  to  the  facrificc,  and  only 

•  "  The  coalefced  powers'*  fays  Mr.  Burke,"  were  eafily  taught  to  Hide 
back  into  their  old  habitual  fchool  of  politics,  and  to  confider  the  flamt*  tbt 
were  confuming  France  as  an  happy  occafion  for  pillaging  the  goods,  and 
carrying  off  the  materials,  of  their  neighbour's  houfe." 

4  Regicide  Peace. 

To  accufc  the  coalefced  powers  of  Jllding  fock  into  their  old  habitt  te&i 
onjuft—  it  does  not  appear  that  they  ever  relinquifticd  them. 
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in  obedience  to  the  pofitive  orders  of  the  Dire&ory,  who 
could  not  be  fuppofed  regardful  of  thofe  facred  rights  in 
other  communities  which  they  had  with  unhallowed  and 
parricidal  hands  well-nigh  extinguiihed  in  their  own. 

By  a  fecret  but  important  article  of  the  treaty  of  Campo 
Formio,  the  archbifhopric  of  Saltzburg,  with  fome  adjoin- 
ing diftri&s  of  Bavaria,  making  the  river  Inn  the  boundary 
on  that  fide  of  the  Auftrian  territory,  was  alfo  allotted  to  the 
emperor  ; — all  which  tra&  of  country,  as  well  as  his  Ve- 
netian acquifitions,  were  fo  conveniently  fituated,  and  co- 
alefced  fo  well  with  the  general  mafs  of  the  Imperial  do- 
minions, as  to  form  much  more  than  a  compenfation  for 
the  remote  and  infulated  provinces  which  he  had  loft. 

The  treaty  of  Campo  Formio  being  concluded  with  the 
emperor  only,  as  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  the  paci- 
fication of  the  empire  with  the  French  republic  was  re- 
ferred to  a  congrefs  to  be  held  at  Raftadt.  The  organi- 
zation of  the  new  Cifalpine  republic,  agreeably  to  the  mo- 
del of  France,  was  by  this  time  completed,  and  all  places 
of  trufl  and  dignity  filled  according  to  the  recommendation  of 
general  Puonaparte,  who  made,  at  the  inftaiment  of  the 
executive  government,  an  able  and  eloquent  fpecch,  ex- 
horting them,  "  now  they  had  attained  to  liberty,  to  con- 
duct themfelves  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  become  worthy 
pf  their  high  deftiny,  in  making  only  wife  and  moderate 
laws,  and  executing  them  with  force  and  energy,  by  favor- 
ing the  diffufion  of  knowledge,  and  rcfpc&ing  the  rights 
of  confeience."  The  new  and  friendlefs  monarch  of  Sar- 
dinia was  ftili  left  in  nominal  pofleffion  of  Piedmont,  at 
the  price  of  entering  into  a  ftri£k  alliance,  offenfive  and  de- 
fen  five,  with  France. — At  the  latter  end  of  November  ge- 
neral Buonaparte  left  Italy  ;  and,  taking  his  journey  through 
Berne  and  Raftadt,  receiving  everywhere  the  highelt  ho- 
noTs,  this  extraordinary  perfonage  arrived  at  Paris  near  the 
end  of  the  year,  leaving  the  commiflioncrs,  Trejlhard  and 

Bonnier, 
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Bonnier,  to  reprefcnt  the  republic  in  the  congrefs,  which 
•  was  to  open  on  the  id  of  January  enfuing  (A.  D.  1 798). 

The  ratification  by  the  Directory  of  the  treaty  of  Udina, 
or  Campo-Formio,  as  it  was  more  ufually  ftyled,  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  proclamation  addrefled  to  the  armies,  tn  which 
it  was  obferved,  "  that  although  fo  much  had  been  done, 
fo  many  kings  conquered,  fo  many  people  fet  free,  and  the 
republic  itfelf  eftabli£hed  by  the  valor  of  its  arms,  yet  the 
country  expected  one  more  facrifice )  fince  the  enemy,  who 
had  been  the  original  caufe  of  all  the  horrors  and  miferies 
which  they  had  fuffered,  both  from  foreign  and  civil  war, 
remained  yet  to  be  cruflied  j  and  that  the  fafety  of  the 
republic  was  endangered  whilft  the  English  government 
exifted."  This  declaration  was  followed  by  two  resoluti- 
ons: id,  That  an  army  (hould  be  immediately  affembled 
on  the  coafts  of  the  Channel,  under  the  name  of  the  Army 
of  England  ;  and,  adly,  That  general  Buonaparte  fhould 
be  appointed  the  commander-in-chief. 

On  the  injudicious  recall  of  Mr.  Monroe,  the  American 
ambanador,  from  France,  the  Directory  refufed  to  receive 
the  credentials  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  his  fucceflbr,  until  their 
grievances  were  redreffed ;  and  in  the  month  of  Janu<» 
ary,  1 797,  that  minifter  received  formal  notice  to  quit  the 
territory  of  the  republic  ;  in  confequence  of  which  order  he 
accordingly  retired  to  Amfterdam.    At  the  opening  of  the 
enfuing  feffion  of  the  congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  fpring 
of  1797,  the  new  prefident,  Mr.  Adams,  declared  it  "  to 
be  his  (InccTe  dcCrc  to  preferve  peace  and  friendfhip  with 
all  nations  ;  and  that,  believing  neither  the  honor  nor  the 
intcreft  of  the  United  States  abfoluteiy  to  forbid  the  repe- 
tition of  advances  for  fecuring  thefe  defirablc  objects  with 
France,  he  (hould  inftitute  a  frefh  attempt  at  negotiation." 
Three  commiflioners  were   named  for   the  purpofe — 
Mr.  Marfhall  and  Mr.  Gerry  being  joined  with  general 
Pinckney.     Thefe  gentlemen  were  allowed  to  remain 
quietly  at  Paris,  but  could  make  little  or  no  progrefs  to- 
wards 
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wards  an  accommodation  of  differences.    The  fptrit  of 
intrigue,  extravagance,  and  corruption,  at  this  period, 
pervaded  every  branch  of  the  directorial  government, 
which  was  diflinguifhed  only  by  its  tyranny,  its  imbecility, 
and  rapacity.    After  the  revolution  of  the  18th  Fru&idor, 
fcarcely  did  this  government  deign  to  attempt  the  conceal- 
ment of  its  vices.    At  a  conference,  held  by  the  commif- 
fSoncrs  in  the  month  of  October  ( 1 797),  with  a  confidential 
friend  and  agent  of  the  minifter  of  foreign  relations,  Tal- 
leyrand, that  perfon  expatiated  largely  on  the  animofity 
difcovered  by  the  American  prefident,  in  his  fpeech  to  the 
congrefs,  againfl  the  French  republic— and  on  the  keen  re- 
fentment  which  it  had  excited  in  France ;  faying,  that  fa- 
tisfa&ion  was  indifpenfably  nccefTary  previous  to  negotia- 
tion :  "  But,"  faid  he,  "  gentlemen,  I  will  not  difguifc 
from  you,  that,  this  fatisfa&ion  being  made,  the  cflential 
part  of  the  treaty  remains  to  be  adjuftcd — //  faut  de  Fargent, 
il faut  beaucoup  de  F  argent" — He  affirmed,  «  that  the  Di- 
rectory were  jealous  of  their  own  honor ;  jealous  of  the  ho- 
nor of  the  nation  •,  and  this  honor  mufl  be  maintained, 
unlefs  we  fubftituted,  in  place  of  the  reparations  demand- 
ed, fomething  perhaps  more  valuable — that  was  money  \ 
There  were  to  the  amount  of  32  millions  of  florins  of  Dutch 
inferiptions,  which,  if  the  commiflioners  woul<f  engage  fo 
take  as  a  fecurity  for  a  loan  to  the  fame  amount,  it  would 
be  a  great  accommodation.  There  {hall,"  faid  he,  "  be  firfl 
taken  from  the  loan  certain  fums  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
the  cuftomary  diflributions   in  diplomatic  affairs.  This 
fum,  according  to  diplomatic  ufagc,  he  cftimated  at  about 
1,200,000  livrcs."    The  commiffioncrs  replied,  «  that  the 
American  government  would  have  fuppofed  fuch  a  propofi- 
tion,  if  made  by  them,  would  have  given  mortal  offence." 
He  afked,  fay  the  commiflioners  in  their  official  account  of 
this  conference,  «  if  our  government  did  not  know  that 
nothing  was  to  be  obtained  here  without  money  >"  The 
commiflioners  anfwered, "  that  fuch  a  ftate  of  tilings  was 

not 
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»ot  even  fufpe&ed."  He  appeared  furprifed  at  it,  and  fai*, 
u  there  was  not  an  American  in  Paris  who  could  not  have 
.given  that  information."*  The  commiffioners  refilling 
with  difdain  thefe  ignominious  conditions  of  peace,  the 
negotiation  remained  entirely  fufpended :  and  the  prefident, 
Mr.  Adams,  in  a  meflage  to  the  congrefs  (March  1798)9 
with  good  reafon  declared,  «  that  he  perceived  no  ground 
of  expectation  that  the  objects  of  their  million  could  be 
accomplilhed  on  terms  compatible  with  the  fafety,  honor, 
or  the  eflential  interefts  of  the  nation." 

M.  d'Aranjo,  ambaflador  from  Portugal  at  Paris,  had 
been  this  fummer  employed  in  negotiating  a  feparate  peace, 
^nd  had  actually  concluded  a  treaty  on  the  1  oth  of  Auguft, 
which  was  to  be  ratified  in  two  months, — a  period  which 
was,  no  doubt,  by  the  court  of  Liibon  deemed  fufficient  to 
determine  the  iflue  of  the  negotiation  depending  between 
France  and  England.  The  negotiation  breaking  off,  and 
the  treaty  confequently  not  being  ratified,  it  was  declared 
by  the  Directory  null  and  void,  and  M.  d'Aranjo  ordered 
to  quit  the  territories  of  the  republic.  But  lingering,  pro- 
bably for  fome  purpofe  of  political  intrigue,  beyond  the 
time  fpecified  in  the  order,  he  was,  by  an  extraordinary 
ftretch  of  power,  committed  prifoner  to  the  Temple ; 
whence,  however,  he  was  releafed,  after  no  long  interval 
of  confinement  or  fufferance. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year  died  the  celebrated 
Danifh  minifter,  count  Bernftorf,  deeply  lamented  by  his 
countrymen,  and  all  the  friends  of  peace  and  humanity 
throughout  Europe.  Diligent  and  indefatigable  in  bufinefs, 
he  had  a  ready  conception,  and  a  happy  manner  of  expref- 
fing  his  ideas.  An  enemy  to  flattery,  indifferent  to  plea- 
fure,1  firm,  fagacious,  beneficent— never  was  any  ftatefman 
more  univerfally  admired  and  revered.  Eafy  of  accefs, 
fimplc  in  his  manners,  with  a  temper  always  equal,  com- 
municative, and  affable — never  was  any  man  in  his  indi- 
vidual 

•  Vide  "  Official  Narrative  of  the  Comminjonera." 
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vidual  capacity  more  efteemed  and  beloved.  The  affran- 
chifement  of  the  Danifh  peafants,  the  abolition  of  the 
negro  trade,  the  acquifition  of  Holftein,  and  the  calm  wif- 
dom  with  which  he  fteered  the  veflel  of  the  date  amid 
the  ftorms  and  tempeds  which  agitated  Europe  for  the  laft 
feven  eventful  years  of  revolution  and  war,  will  render  his 
adminidration  for  ever  memorable  in  Denmark* 

In  the  month  of  November  this  year  a  perfonage  of  a 
very  different  defcription,  Frederic-William  II.  king  of 
PrulBa,  departed  this  life.  During  his  reign,  which  laded 
eleven  years,  Pruflia  maintained  her  full  influence  as  a  poli- 
tical  power  in  Europe ;  though  his  ability  for  government 
did  not  rife  above  the  royal  accomplishment  of  king-craft, 
or  what  is  in  other  men  dyled  cunning.  The  fabric  of 
Pruflian  greatnefs  had  indeed  been  condru&ed  with  a 
mafter-hand  ;  nor  were  the  fame  talents  requifite  for  main- 
taining as  for  erecting  the  edifice.  His  general  conduit 
participated  more  of  the  rapacity  of  a  robber  than  the  ardor 
of  a  hero — all  was  mean,  felfifh,  and  contracted  ;  nor  can 
the  neareft  view  detect  one  virtue  to  mitigate  the  horror 
with  which  every  hone  ft  man  mud  contemplate  the  con- 
fpirator  of  Pilnitz  and  the  plunderer  of  Poland. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war,  a  procla- 
mation had  iflued  every  year  for  the  obfervance  of  a  Fast  ; 
and  a  fervice  compofed  for  the  occafion  by  the  bilhops  was 
ordered  to  be  read  in  the  churches — many  of  the  offices 
contained  in  which  were  by  fome  thought  rather  calculated 
to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  ignorant  multitude  againft  the 
enemy,  than  to  imprefs  upon  them  fenriments  of  penitence, 
devotion,  or  humanity  *,  and  the  general  flrain  of  them 
better  adapted  to  the  character  of  priefls  of  Moloch  than 
of  Christ. — "  We  proftrate  ourfelves  before  thee" — 
fuch  is  the  language  of  the  nrft  morning  collect  of  this 
pious  ritual — "  in  earned  prayer  and  fupplication,  in  behalf 
of  ourfelves  and  other  Chriftian  nations,  cxpofed  at  this 
time  to  the  cruelty  or  groaning  under  the  oppreffion  of 

apofiates 
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apofiates  from  thy  truth,  and  defpi&rs  of  thy  holy  name, 
who  have  fpread  dcfolation  wherever  they  have  erected  their 
ftandard." — And  in  a  certain  form  of  words  called  a 
prayer  for  our  enemies  !  we  find  the  following  meek  and 
benevolent  expreflxons: — "  Suffer  U3,  we  befeech  thee,  in 
the  fpirit  of  Chriftian  charity,  to  offer  our  humble  interccf- 
fions  for  the  repentance  and  converfion  of  men  who  have 
cad  off  their  faith  in  thee  the  living  God,  and,  following 
the  vain  imaginations  of  reprobate  minds,  have  plunged 
themfelves  into  crimes  and  impieties  which  aftonifh  the 
Chriitian  world. — Open  their  eyes,  O  Lord  !— Strike  them, 
in  thy  mercy,  with  remorfe  and  compun&ion,"  &c.  &c. 

At  the  end  of  the  prcfent  year,  Providence  having  declar- 
ed fo  openly  and  decidedly  in  our  favor  by  the  late  naval 
victories,  it  was  determined  by  his  majefty  to  go,  attended 
by  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  and  the  great  officers  of 
(late  (December  19),  in  religious  and  triumphal  proceffion, 
to  the  cathedral  of  St.  Paul,  in  order  to  offer  up  a  public  and 
national  thankfgiving  for  the  fame.  The  flags  and  colours 
taken  from  the  French,  Spaniards,  and  Dutch,  accompanied 
with  bands  of  mufic,  &c.  were  borne  in  folemn  pomp  to  the 
cathedral,  and  depofited  with  holy  exultation  upon  the  altar. 
After  which  a  fermon  was  preached  by  the  lord  biftiop  of 
Lincoln,  fraught  with  fuch  fentiments  of  felf-abafement, 
contrition,  and  humanity,  as  the  following: — «  Where 
will  be  found  fuch  ftri£t  adherence  to  public  faith,  fuch 
impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice,  fuch  fidelity  in  the  con- 
cerns of  private  life,  fuch  liberal  attention  to  the  poor,  fuch 
kindnefs  to  the  flranger,  fuch  generofity  to  the  prifoner,  as 
in  this  country  ?  While  our  enemies  have  infulted  the 
m  ajesty  of  Heaven,  we  have  humbled  ourfelves  before 
God,  and  acknowledged  our  transgressions. — While 
they  have  impioully  denied  his  all-controling  power,  we 
have  prayed  unto  the  Lord  to  give  wifdom  to  our  councils, 
fuccefs  to  our  arms,  and  fteadinefs  to  our  people,  and  he 
has  heard  us  !—  The  banners  which  you  have  this  day  feen 
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prefented  at  the  altar  of  this  cathedral-church  of  the  metro- 
polis, as  the  mod  public  teftimony  of  devout  and  humble 
gratitude  to  the  Supreme  Difpofer  of  Events,  are  not  the 
trophies  of  a  tingle  victory  over  one  enemy,  but  of  a  feries  of 
victories  equally  brilliant  and  important  over  the  three  na- 
tions of  Europe  mod  diftinguiflied  for  their  maritime 
power.— Our  naval  ftrength,  raifed  to  an  height  unknown 
at  any  former  period,  not  only  exceeds  that  of  every  rival 
neighbour,  but  has  compelled  each,  in  his  turn,  to  fubmit 
to  our  fuperiority."* 

Bowing  with  reverential  awe  to  the  grand  religious  and 
philofophical  conclufion,  that  an  invifible  and  mcomprehen- 
fible  Power,  the  firft  and  fole  caufe  of  all  things,  exifting 
from  eternity,  filling  immenfity,  and  infinite  in  all  perfec- 
tions, does  not  difdain,  from  the  fublime  elevation  of  his 
heavenly,  throne,  to  caft  his  view  upon  this  lower  world,  and 
account  it  no  derogation  from  his  ineffable  dignity  to  con- 
template the  miferable  contentions  of  the  frail  and  erring 
race  of  man, — furely  fo  tranfcendently-excellent  a  Being 
muft  regard  with  difpleafure  whatever  has  a  tendency  to  dif- 
turb  the  moral  order,  happinefs,  and  harmony,  of  his  cre- 
ation ; — and  wars  of  pride,  ambition,  and  revenge,  whether 
fuccefsful  or  unfuccefsful,  muft  equally  excite  the  divine 
anger  and  indignation, — more  efpecially  when  they  profane- 
ly and  impudently  aflume  the  name  of  Wars  of  Juftice,  ne- 

ceflity> 

•  The  puffionate  deGre  of  the  court,  and  of  the  clergy  connected  with  the 
court,  to  rcprcfent  the  prefent  war  as  a  war  of  religion  is  very  remarkable. 
The  caufe  of  religion,  it  has  been  well  obferved,  is  a  modern  motive  of  war,, 
invented  by  the  chriftian  prieflhood  refining  upon  the  Heathen.  The  ex- 
tremc  calloufncfs  of  the  higher  order  of  the  clergy,  in  general,  to  the  mi  feries 
of  mankind,  is  indeed  a  ftriking  feature  of  the  profefllon.  Wholly  abfnrbed 
in  the  exalted  feelings  of  devotion,  they  rife  far  fuperior  to  thofe  of  humanity. 
Who  can  forget  that,  to  the  very  lateft  period  of  the  American  conteft,  the 
venerable  Shipley  only,  of  the  twenty-fix  Englifh  bilhops,  gave  his  vote 
againft  the  court:  and  that  the  liberal  and  enlightened  Watfon  alone  in  the 
prefent  times,  half  fearful  and  half  afhamcd,  ventured  an  opinion  againft  the 
9 rench  crufadc  ? 
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ceflity,  and  religion— with  vain  and  gaudy  pageantry  invok- 
ing his  Almighty  name,  and  boafting  the  fan&ion  of  bis 
tacred  and  fuprcme  authority. 

«•  Can  I  be  flatter'd  with  thy  cringing  bows, 
Thy  folemn  chattering?,  and  fantaftic  vows  ? 
Are  my  eyes  charm'd  thy  veftments  to  behold, 
Glaring  in  gems,  and  gay  in  woven  gold  ? 
Unthinking  wretch  !  how  could'ft.  thou  hope  to  pleafc 
A  God,  a  triai  r,  with  fuch  toys  as  thefe  !~ 
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SeJJton  of  Parliament  1 797-8.    Seceffion  of  the  Majority  of  the 
Members  in  Oppofttion.    Debates  on  the  Addrefs.  Papers 
relative  to  the  Negotiation  at  Lifle  laid  before  Parliament. 
Conducl  of  Minifters  approved.    Warlike  Ardor  of  the  Na- 
tion revives.    ReftritHons  upon  the  Bank  continued.  Annual 
Statement  of  Finance.   Triple  affeffment  impofed.  Defe&ive 
Plan  for  the  Redemption  of  the  Land-Tax.  Voluntary 
Contributions  to  the  War.    Invafion  threatened  by  France. 
Vigorous  Preparations  for  the  National  Defence.    Duel  be- 
tween Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Tierney.    Motion  of  Mr.  WiU 
berforce  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave-Trade.    Addrefs  to  the 
Throne  moved  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford.    Debates  on  the 
State  of  Ireland.   Twelve  Regiments  of  Englijh  Militia  fent 
to  Ireland.    Patriotic  Spirit  difplayed  by  the  Brit'tjb  Nation. 
Affairs  of  Ireland  invefiigated.    Iri/h  Catholics  engage  in  a 
criminal  Intercourfe  with  France.   Dreadful  Situation  of  the 
Kingdom.    Conciliatory  Proportion  of  the  Earl  of  Moira. 
Progrefs  of  the  Iri/h  Confpiracy.  Trial  of  Arthur  Q?  Connor. 
Arrefi  if  the  Irijh  Direclory.   Rebellion  in  Ireland.  Rebels 
defeated  at  New  Rofs — And  at  Ennifcortby.    Earl  Com- 
wallis  appointed  Chief  Governor.     Rebellion  fuppreffed  in 
the  South.  Extreme  Bigotry  of  the  Irijh  Catholics.  Rebellion 
fuppreffed  in  the  North.    Civil  and  Judicial  Proceedings* 
French  Force  lands  in  the  Bay  of  Killala.    Rebellion  in  the 
Weft — Suppreffed  by  Lord  Cormvallis.     Surrender  of  the 
French.    Naval  Viclory  gained  by  Sir  J.  B.  Warren  on  the 
Coqfi  of  Ulfler.    Mifcellaneous  TranfaBions  on  the  Conti- 
nent.   Infurretlion  at  Rome.    Death  of  General  Duphot. 
Subverfion  of  the  Papal  Government.   Re-efiabli/hment  of  the 
Roman  Republic.    Affairs  in  Switzerland-— Hofiile  De- 
mands of  the  French  DireBory — Invafion  of  the  French  un- 
der General  Brum — Patriotic  Reftftance  of  the  Democratic 
VOL.  XII*  2  C  Cantons— 
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CaHtons^ReduBion  of  Switzerland  by  the  French.   State  of 
Affairs  in  France.    Eleftion  of  Treilhard  as  a  Member  of 
the  Direclory.   Incapacity  and  Oppreffton  of  the  Direaoria! 
Government.    Jffairs' of  Holland— Partial  Change  in  the 
Government.    Difafrous  Expedition  of  the  Engli/b,  under 
General  Coote,  t*  Offend.-    Ifland  of  Minorca  captured. 
Portrau-Princer  in  St.  Domingo*  evacuated  by  the  Englifi. 
Domeffic  Occurrences.    Mr.  Fox  Jruck  out  of  the  Lift  of 
Privy  Councilors.    Profecution  of  Mr.  Gilbert  Wakefield. 
Invafion  of  Egypt  under  General  Buonaparte.    ViBory  of 
the  Pyramids,    Capture  of  Grand  Cairo.    Total  Defeat  of 
the  French  Fleet,  by  Admiral  Nelfon  at  Aboukir.— Extraor- 
dinary EffeBs  refultingfrom  that  Even/.   Proceedings  of  the 
Congrefs  at  Rajladt.    Revival  of  the  War  in  Germany  and 
in  Italy.    Neapolitan  Army  ,  enters  Rome.   Defeat  of  the 
Neapolitans.    Capua  furrenders  to  the  French.    Naples  to* 
hen  by  Storm.    Subverfton  of  the  Regal  Government,  Treaty 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ruffia.     Wife  Conducl  oj  the 
King  of  Pruffta. 

THE  parliament  met  Oh  the  id  of  November,  1797. 
His  maiefty  exprefled  his  confidence,  «  that  the  papers  bid 
before  the  two  houfes  would  prove,  to  them  and  to  the 
world,  that  every  ftep  had  been  taken  on  his  part  which 
could  tend  to  accelerate  the  conclusion  of  peaee :  and  that 
the  long  delay  and  final  rupture  of  the  negotiation  are  folely 
to  be  aferibed  to  the  evafive  conduct,  the  unwarrantable 
pretenfions,  and  the  inordinate  ambition  of  thofe 
whom  we  have  to  contend  V         »bevc  all,  to  their  inve- 
terate animofity  againft  thefe  kingdom^     At  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  fp**.  however,  his  majeRy, 
the  two  houfes  to  the  moft  animated  exertions,  declared 
«  that  he  retained  an  ardent  defire  for  the  concluGon  of 
•  peace,  on  fafc  and  honorable  terms." 
P  When  the  king's  fpeech  came  to  be  taken  ,nto  confidera- 
tion  by  the  commons,  the  houfe  prefented  a  Angular  ana 
melancholy  appearance- the  benches  of  oppofiuon  bemg 
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in  a  manner  deferted.  Wearied  and  difgufted  with  at- 
tending, year  after  year,  merely  to  be  out-voted  in  the  houfe, 
and  reviled  with  every  exprefiion  of  contumely  and  re- 
proach by  the  minifterial  hirelings  out  of  the  houfe,  as  the 
fecret  enemies  of  their  country,  who,  from  the  mod  culpable 
motives,  were  employed  in  counter-acting  the  efforts  of  a 
wife  and  beneficent  government  in  a  crifis  of  public  danger* 
— feeing  no  profpeft  of  awakening  the  nation  to  that  deep 
and  jud  fenfe  of  their  condition  which  was  neceffary  in 
order  to  render  them  lading  and  effential  fervice, — they  de- 
termined, with  few  exceptions,  to  withdraw  from  the  con- 
tcd,  and,  fince  their  counfel  was  rejected,  not  to  perfid  in 
a  fatiguing,  inceffant,  and  fruitlefs  oppofition.  Upon  thefe 
grounds  was  the  nation  deprived  of  the  benefit  derivable 
from  the  clear  underdanding  and  accurate  judgment  of  a 
Grey,  of  the  impreffive  and  animated  effufions  of  a 
Whitbread,  of  the  keen  penetration  and  brilliant  elo- 
quence of  a  Sheridan,  and,  above  all,  from  the  majedic 
and  commanding  genius  of  a  Fox. 

The  addrefs  moved  by  Mr.  Wilbraham  Bootle  did  not, 
however,  pafs  altogether  unnoticed.  Mr.  Bryan  Edwards, 
a  name  well  known,  and  highly  refpefted  in  the  political  and 
literary  world,  obferved  "  that  the  prefent  war  had  been  aN 
tended  with  a  wade  of  wealth  and  prodigality  of  blood  not 
to  be  paralleled  in  the  hidory  of  human  depravity.  Two 
hundred  millions  of  money  had  been  the  expenditure  of  four 
yean,  and  not  lefs  than  two  hundred  thoufand  the  lives  that 
have  been  lod.  And  what  profpt  el  did  the  king's  fpeech 
hold  out  to  us  ?  Was  it  indemnity  for  the  pad,  and  fecu- 
rity  for  the  future?  No  ;  it  menaced  us  with  more  carnage, 
more  fighs,  more  tears,  and  perhaps,  deeper,  of  mothers, 
widows,  and  children.  But  had  no  efforts,  it  might  be 
aflted,  been  made  to  obtain  peace  ?  No,  none  fuitable  to 
the  occafion,  none  founded  in  fincerity,  and  breathing  the 
genuine  fpirit  of  concord.  The  terms,"  he  faid,  "  which 
the  French  would  have  granted  at  the  fird  million  of  lord 
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Malmefbury  were  fuch  as  the  minifter  would  now  gladly 
accept.  He  would  then  be  Satisfied  with  the  reftitution  of 
Belgium  5  and  the  fafety  of  England  was  facrificed  to  the 
intereft  of  the  emperor.  As  to  the  fecond  million,  it  would 
have  been,  in  his  opinion,  an  happy  circumftance,  if  that 
noble  lord  had  been  empowered  at  the  outlet  to  make  the 
offer  of  reftitution  demanded  by  France.  He  conceived  that 
the  foreign  territories  potiefied  by  Great  Britain,  previous 
to  the  war,  fully  fufficed  for  every  purpofe  both  of  com- 
merce and  fecurity.  At  all  events  they  were  not  of  that 
value  which  would  juftify  the  hazard  and  lofs  which  ve 
muft  fuftain  by  a  farther  profecution  of  the  war."  Mr.  Ed- 
wards  concluded  his  fpeech  with  lamenting  the  abfenccof 
Mr.  Fox,  and  exprefling  his  fears  left  this  diftinguifhed  pa- 
triot  had  retired,  opprefled  with  prophetic  anguifh,  and 
defpairing,  under  the  prefent  fyftem,  of  the  falvation  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  acknowledged  himfelf  «  far  from  par- 
ticipating in  the  poignant  grief  exprefled  for  the  abfence 
of  Mr.  Fox,  except  indeed  it  could  be  proved  that  his 
prefence  could  extricate  the  country  from  the  difficulties 
in  which  it  was  involved.  Every  body  knew  that  the  na- 
tion was  in  a  critical  fituation  *,  and  he  fhould  therefore, 
for  himfelf,  purfue  a  line  of  conduct  the  rcverfe  of  that 
adopted  by  Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends.  He  would  punctually 
attend  to  the  difcharge  of  his  duty,  and,  however  difcou- 
raging  the  profpe£t,  would  exert  his  beft  abilities  to  per- 
form it  from  an  inward  fenfe  of  right,  not  biafled  by  mo- 
tives of  perform!  ambition**  Pafling  from  this  moil  malig- 
nant infmuation  to  the  motion  before  the  houfe,  he  declared 
«  the  addrefs  to  be  fuch  as  all  descriptions  of  gentlemen 
might  confent  to,  who  were  fenfible  of  the  Weflings  of  our 
conftitution.  Minifters  were  fincerely  foiicitous  for  the  re- 
ftoration  of  peace,  but  were  equally  ready  vigoroufly  to 
profecute  the  war,  if  the  ambition  and  obflinacy  of  the 
enemy  reduced  us  to  it.    As  Englifiunen,  we  (hould  feel 
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h  our  duty  to  ftand  at  our  poll  to  the  laft  nor  imitate  the 
example  of  thofe,  who,  under  circumftances  of  difficulty 
and  danger,  would  pufillanimoufly  defert  it." 

Mr.  Nichols  afked  how  long  the  calamities  of  war  were 
to  be  endured  by  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  fake 
of  fecuring  the  Cape  and  Ceylon  to  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany ?  Whilft  our  ears  were  ftunned  with  public  rejoicings 
for  victories  which  availed  little,  our  finances  required  the 
moil  ferious  attention.  From  July  1796,  to  July  1797, 
an  addition  of  2,600*000  /.  appeared  in  the  dividends  of 
the  three-per-cents,  which  was  equal  to  an  addition  of 
eighty-feven  millions  and  a  half  of  capital.  Minifters  had 
long  been  tried,  and  tried  to  no  purpofe ;  and  we  owed  it 
as  a  duty  to  his  majefty,  to  recommend  to  him  a  change 
of  them."  The  addreft,  after  various  other  fpecches,  was 
carried  without  a  divifion. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords  the  marquis  of  Lanfdown  diftin- 
guiihed  himfelf  by  an  able  and  animated  fpeech,  in  which 
he  entreated  their  lordfiiips  «  to  furrender  up  their  preju- 
dices, and  confider  the  danger  of  their  fituation.    The  re- 
itoration  of  peace  was  abfolutely  necefTary  to  the  falvation 
of  the  country ;  and,  if  his  majefty  would  deign  to  en- 
quire into  the  mod  likely  method  of  obtaining  it,  every 
honeft  man  would  tell  him  it  was  by  a  change  of  minifters. 
May  we  not  with  reafon,"  argued  his  lordfhip,  "  fuppofe 
the  Directory  to  fay,  «  We  have  convinced  the  powers  on 
the  continent  of  Europe  of  the  folly  of  the  crufade  they 
undertook  againfl  us.    We  have  fent  armies  into  the  field, 
whofe  victories  have  furpafled  thofe  of  ancient  Rome.  We 
are  fecure  in  the  enjoyment  of  our  liberties,  and  have  en- 
larged the  limits  of  our  territory.    One  obftinate  nation 
only,  under  hot-headed  councils,  perfifts  in  its  attack  upon 
us,  charging  us  with  every  fpecies  of  atrocity,  and  denounc- 
ing us  to  the  world  as  the  authors  of  a  war  which  has  de- 
luged Europe  in  blood.    This  power  is  at  length  brought 
to  embarraflments  which  it  can  neither  palliate  nor  conceal. 

It 
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It  (lands  on  a  tottering  bafe,  and  is  ready  to  fink  under  the 
violence  of  its  own  efforts.    Shall  we  yield  to  this  infulatcd 
foe,  who,  even  in  afking  peace,  means  hoftility  ?'  Such, 
while  the  prefent  minifters  guide  the  councils  of  the  coun- 
try," faid  his  lordfhip,  «  muft  be  the  feelings,  and  fuch  the 
language,  of  the  French  government.    When  lord  Malmef- 
bury  was  firft  fern  to  Paris,  a  hoftile  treaty  was  negotiating 
with  Ruffia.    The  fecond  negotiation  at  Lifle  was  accom- 
panied by  that  counter-revolutionary  infurreaion  in  the  in- 
terior of  France  which  produced  the  convulfion  of  the  4th 
of  September,  and  in  which  they  faid  they  difcovered  the 
hand  of  the  Englifti  minifter.    The  French  government  had 
openly  aflerted  the  fart :  Did  his  majefty's  late  declaration 
difprove  the  charge  ?  As  to  the  terms  of  peace,  his  lordlhip 
faid  that  the  Cape  was  an  ufelefs  acquifition,  and  Trincomak 
not  worth  retaining  at  the  price  of  farther  daughter.  We 
.  had  gamed  the  Eaft  without  it  5  and  to  continue  the  war 
another  campaign  for  the  fake  of  it  would  be  to  eftimate 
its  value  at  thirty  millions.    Let  us,"  concluded  his  lord- 
ihip,  «  endeavour  to  regain  the  good  opinion  of  Europe, 
which  we  have  loft  by  our  pride  and  rapacity ;  let  us  pro- 
claim freedom  to  neutral  nations ;  and,  by  thus  recognifing 
the  commercial  liberty  of  the  world,  we  mould  be  the  firft 

to  profit  by  it." 

His  lordlhip  was  fupported  by  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  who 
declared  his  great  difiatisfaaion  with  the  terms  of  the  ad- 
drefs,  as  he  was  far  from  being  convinced  «  that  every 
ftep  had  been  taken  on  his  majefty's  part  to  accelerate 
peace,"  and  no  papers  had  been  laid  before  them  to  juftify 
fuch  an  affcrtion.  His  grace  therefore  moved  an  amend- 
ment,  which  was  over-ruled ;  and  the  addrefs,  as  origi- 
nally moved  by  the  earl  of  Glafgow,  pafied  without  a 
divifion. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  the  papers  relative  to  the 
late  negotiation  being  taken  into  confideration  by  the  com- 
mons, and  an  addrefs  of  thanks  and  approbation  moved,  fir 

John 
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John  Sinclair  obferved,  «  that  the  charges  brought  againft 
the  government  of  -France  in  the  prefent  addrefs,  and  the 
late  royal  declaration,  were  not  juftified  by  the  papers  laid 
before  the  houfe.    It  was  affirmed  an  the  declaration,  that 
the  preliminary  demands  of  France  were  frivolous  and  of- 
f en  five ;  but  to  this,  on  referring  to  the  demands  themfelves, 
he  could  not  accede.    It  was  farther  ftated,  that  it  was 
not  the  wifli  of  the  French  government  to  make  peace  5 
whereas  the  French  plenipotentiaries  had  exprefled  the 
wiflies  of  the  Directory  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  and,  as 
•lord  Malmeibury  acknowledged,  had  exerted  themfelves 
ably  to  prove  that  the  propofition  which  had  given  fo  much 
•offence  was  by  no  means  inconftftent  with  their  profeflions. 
France,"  he  faid,  «  was  inveterate  againft  us,  becaufe  we 
(hewed  ourfelves  inveterate  againft  her  5  and  the  Direftory 
might  polfibly  entertain  a  defign  to  overturn  our  govern- 
ment, becaufe  we  had  endeavoured  to  overturn  theirs.  To 
-prevent  the  perpetuation  of  thefe  fentiments,  he  moved  an 
amendment,  expreffive  of  the  refolution  of  that  houfe  to 
-fupport  his  majefty  in  the  war,  to  expunge  the  words  de- 
noting an  inveterate  animoHty,  and  to  declare  that,  when- 
ever France  was  difpofed  -to  treat  on  reafonable  terms,  wc 
would  not  rcfufe  to  negotiate." 

The  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  exprefled  his  concern 
and  difappointment  that  the  opinion  of  the  houfe  fliould 
not,  on  this  occafion,  be  unanimous,  and  pretended  much 
furprife  at  the  propofed  amendment  of  the  honorable  ba- 
ronet.   «  The  continuance  of  the  war,"  he  faid,  «  was  to 
be  folely  afcribqd  to  the  implacable  animofity,  to  the  infa- 
tiable  ambition,  to  the  unwarrantable  pretentions,  of  the 
prefent  frantic  government  of  France.    To  them,  not  to 
ws,  were  the  guilt  and  the  refponfibility  of  future  extremi- 
ties to  be  imputed.    Minifters  had  exerted  every  effort  to 
procure  peace ;  and,  from  the  commencement  of  the  ne- 
gotiation to  its  final  rupture,  the  whole  of  the  intermediate 
Achy  was  owing  to  the  evafive  conduct  of  France.  Sin- 
cerity 
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cerity  of  minifters,"  Mr-  Pitt  (aid,  «  was  fully  prowl  by 
the  conccflioiu  which  they  had  declared  themfeWes  willing 
to  make,  and  the  facrificcs  which  they  offered.   For  what 
were  thefe  facrifices  made  ?  For  peace.    To  whom  wcrt 
thefe  facrifices  oflFered  ?  To  an  enemy  whofe  forces  had 
never  feparately  met  the  military  ftrength  without  adding 
to  our  national  glory  and  renown — An  enemy,  whofe 
commerce  was  extinguifhed,  whofe  navy  was  annihilated, 
whofe  financial  diftrefs,  however  palliated  hy  then  par- 
tizam  here,  was  loudly  proved  in  the  groans,  in  the  con- 
tentions  of  the  councils,  in  the  a&s  of  directorial  violence. 
On  reviewing  the  ftate  of  the  two  countries,  let  the  world 
judge  the  value  of  the  conceffiona  on  one  part,  ami  the 
force  of  the  claim  upon  the  other.    Compare  the  mutual 
means  of  offence  and  refiftance, — the  power  of  the  French 
to  take  from  us,  and  the  ability  of  this  country  to  retain,- 
and,  upon  that  comparifon,  decide  whether  the  pnjtt  of 
his  majefty  did  not  manifefl  proofs  of  fincerity  and  mock- 
ration.    But  to  this  difplay  of  fincerity  and  moderation 
the  arrogance  and  duplicity  of  the  French  aibrded  a  com- 
plete contraft.    Endlefs  delays  enfued  i  and  they  required 
that  we,  whom  they  had  fummoned  to  treat  for  a  definitive 
treaty,  {hould  flop  and  difcufs  preliminary  points— infilling 
that  his  majefty  (hould  refign  the  title  of  King  of  France,  a 
harmlefs  feather^  at  leaft,  which  his  anceitora  had  for  cen- 
turies worn  in  their  crowns.*  They  demanded  a  reftitution 
of  the  (hips  taken  at  Toulon,  or  a  compensation ;  and  a  re- 
nunciation of  any  mortgage  which  this  country  might  poiTefs 
for  the  loan  to  the  emperor.    The  French  plenipotentiaries 
were  immediately  informed,  that  this  country  preferred  no 
fuch  claim,  and  that  the  conceffion  was  needlefs. 

♦  But,  amidft  the  aflemblage  of  diamond*,  pearls,  and  rt»bi«, 
eompofed  his  majefty's  crown,  why  (hould  he  be  folicitous  to  retain  a  tram- 
pcry  ftatbtr,-—  a  feather,  too,  which,  however  worthier*,  did  not  rifHikty 
appertain  to  him ;  and  which,  as  a  eaufe  of  irritation,  and  a  mark  of  icfuki 
was  by  no  meant,  what  Mr.  Pitt  ftyled  it,  «;  an  hartnkfs  feather." 
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«  We  next  were  called  upon  to  fubferibe,  as  a  preli- 
minary, that  we  were  prepared  to  give  up  every  thing  we 
had  acquired  during  the  war.  Such  a  preliminary  could 
not  be  admitted  by  any  man  who  was  not  difpofed  to  adore 
the  idol  of  the  French  power  in  proftrate  bafenefs.  His 
majefty  did  not  hefitate  in  refuting  to  comply  with  fuch 
infolent  demands. 

"  The  Directory,  however,  did  not  then  adhere  to  the 
extravagance  of  them :  a  long  delay,  to  amufe  their  people, 
took  place.  They  pleaded .  it  as  a  proof  of  the  finccrity 
of  their  pacific  intentions,  and  pretended  that  they  were 
under  the  neceflity  of  fending  to  their  allies  an  account 
of  what  paffed ;  that  they  were  endeavouring  to  prevail 
upon  them  to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  of  a  war  into  which 
they  had  brought  thofe  allies,  and  who  have  ever  fince 
been  in  a  ftate  of  abject  fubjctlion  to  them,  whatever  im- 
portance they  affe&ed  to  give  them  in  this  negotiation. 
They  then  directed  their  plenipotentiaries  to  inform  lord 
Malmefbury,  that  they  had  obtained  an  anfwer,  but  it  was 
not  (atisfactory,  and  they  were  obliged  to  fend  another  mef- 
fenger. 

«  It  was  thus  they  concealed  their  infmcerity  till  the 
dreadful  cataP.rophe  of  the  4th  of  September :  and  even 
ibme  days  a  fter  that  violence  broke  out  in  Paris  they  pro- 
mifed  to  produce  their  projet — ftill  pacific  in  their  profcf- 
Hons,  and  inimical  in  their  defigns.  The  ftep  which  they 
took  after  this  lad  aifurance  was  to  renew,  in  a  more 
oflfenfive  form,  the  demand  which  had  been  rejected  by 
lord  Malme(bury  two  months  before,  in  which  rejection 
they  had  acquiefced,  and  we,  in  the  interval,  had  been 
waiting  for  the  propofals  which  were  to  come  from  them. 
He  would  leave  others  to  imagine  what  was  likely  to  have 
been  the  end  of  a  negotiation  in  which  it  was  a  preliminary 
to  refign  every  thing.* 

«  But 

•  Upon  this  extraordinary  ftatemem  of  the  Engltfh  mini  (let  it  i*  fuffici- 
cnt  to  remark,  that  the  DireAory  never  receded,  or,  in  alJ  probability, 
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•*  But  it  iseffentul,"  faid  Mr.  Pitt, ««  that  wc  Ihould  know 
the  real  aim  of  the  enemy.    It  is  not  our  commerce,  it  it 
not  our  wealth,  it  is  not  our  colonies  in  the  Weft,  or  our 
territories  in  the  Eait*  nor  is  it  our. maritime  greatnas, 
or  the  extent  of  our  empire — No;  the  object  is  our 
liberty     the  baiis  of  our  independence,  the  citadel  of 
our  happinefs,  our  constitution  !    They  thcmfelves  hare 
declared  it,  openly  avowed  that  our  government  and  theirs 
cannot  fubfift  together,  and  their  endeavour  is  to  deftroy 
it.    Should  they  come  amongft  us,  they  would  bring  with 
their  invading  army  the  great  pefttlence  to  man,  the  genius 
of  French  liberty,  which  contains  in  it  every  curfe  to 
focicty — in  the  place  of  our  glorious  principles  and  equal 
laws  will  be  a  hideous  monfter,  whom  nothing  can  content 
but  the  annihilation  of  the  Britifh  empire.  And  are  we  under 
circumftances  to  be  afraid  or  auiamed  to  declare,  in  a  firm 
and  manly  tone,  that  we  will  defend  ourfelves  ?  Are  we  to 
Ihun  the  truth,  and  forget  the  energy  which  belongs  to 
Englifhmen  ?    If,  therefore,  we  value  property,  liberty, 
law, — if  we  value  national  power  or  domeftic  happinefs*— 
wc  (hall  refift  thefe  demands  with  indignation.  There  was 
not  a  man,  let  his  enjoyments  be  ever  fo  con  tolerable,  who 
ought  not  to  facrifice  whatever  portion  of  them  might  be 
requifite  to  oppofe  the  violence  of  the  enemy  :  nor  one 

whofc 

• 

meant  to  recede,  from  their  demand  that  lord  Malmefbury  ihoold  fatisfy 
them  with  regard  to  the  full  extent  of  his  powers.  When  that  point  was 
afcertained,  and  not  till  then,  the  plenipotentiaries  of  France  were  ready  to 
engage  in  thedifcuflicn  of  the ptvjrf  of  England:  and  if  that  plan  wm not 
accepted  by  the  Pire&ory ,  the  French  commiffioncrs  pledged  themfelve*  to 
bring  forward  a  tantrr-fnjtt  of  their  own  — Than  this  mode  of  procedure, 
nothing  certainly  could  be  fairer.  But,  if  lord  MalxneXbury's  powers  were 
limited,  as  they  ftrongly  fufpc&ed,  (and  it  ihould  prove  that  he  could  treat 
only  upon  the  bafU  of  the  pnj*t  he  had  offered)  it  was  in  vain  for  the  French 
government  to  propofe  any  other  plan  of  pacification.  And  the  demand  by 
lord  Malmelbury  of  a  cmtre-frofet,  in  which  the  intereft  of  their  allies,  Hol- 
land and  Spain,  mvft  have  been  in  fome  degree  facriSced,  was,  on  that  fnp- 
pafition,  wholly  nugatory,  to  fay  the  leaft,— probably  artful  and  infiujooi. 
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whofc  (lock  was  fo  fmall,  that  he  fhould  not  be  ready  to 
facrifice  his  life  in  the  fame  caufe.  We  owed  it  in  grati- 
tude to  Providence,  whofe  goodnefs  had  placed  us  fo  high 
in  the  fcalc  of  nations,  and  caufed  us  to  be  the  admiration 
of  Europe,  with  mod  of  the  governments  of  which  ours 
was  an  happy  contrail.  Hie  means  of  our  fafety  were  ftill 
in  our  hands,  our  bleflings  were  many,  and  the  preferva- 
tion  of  them  was  our  higheft  duty.  He  trufled  that  we 
never  fhould  abandon  it,  to  whatever  extremity  we  might 
be  driven,  but  cheerfully  enter  into  a  pledge  for  the  fin- 
cere  performance  of  it,  declaring  our  determination  to 
ftand  or  fall  by  the  laws,  liberties,  and  religion,  of  our 
country." 

Such  was  the  fafcinating  influence  of  this  fpeech,  the 
whole  force  of  which  depended  on  the  falfe  and  abfurd 
aflumption  "  that  the  French  infifted  on  the  entire  reftitu- 
tion  of  all  the  acquifitions  made  by  England  in  the  courfe 
of  the  war,  as  a  preliminary  to  negotiation,"  that  it  feemed 
to  fatisfy  all  doubts,  and  to  filence  all  oppofition. 

Mr.  Pollen  complimented  the  miniftcr  on  his  eloquent 
harangue,  and  profefTcd,  "  his  belief  in  the  fincerity  of  the 
miniftry,  imputing  the  failure  of  the  negotiation  folely  to 
the  French  government.  Of  many  of  the  paft  meafures 
of  the  adminiftration,"  Mr.  Pollen  faid,  "  he  had  difapprov- 
cd  *,  but  he  now  felt  the  neceffity  of  throwing  a  veil  over  die 
paft,  and  the  addrefs  had  his  mod  cordial  fupport." 

Mr.  Martin  applauded  the  fpeech>  which  he  thought  very 
convincing,  and  the  amendment  altogether  unneceflary. 
Seeing  the  French  determined  to  dictate  unreafonablc  con^ 
ditions,  he  allowed  we  ought  not  to  permit  ourfelves  to  be 
trampled  upon,  but  to  evince  the  fpirit  which  became  a 
great  nation. 

Lord  Temple  and  Dr.  Lawrence  bl.imed  the  minifter  for 
having  offered  fo  much  to  the  French  as  the  price  of  peace, 
and  were  for  purfuing  the  war  with  fpirit  and  relblution 
till  the  enemy  were  completely  vanquiftjed. 

Mr. 
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Mr,  Wilberforce  hoped  that,  in  this  crifis,  Englifhmen 
would  feel  the  neceflity  of  coming  forward,  joining  hand 
and  heart,  and  proclaiming  to  the  world  that,  however  di- 
vided before,  they  would  unite  for  general  fafety.  Of  thU 
univerfal  harmony  of  fentiment  he  thought  the  unanimity 
of  that  night  a  happy  omen,  and  he  hoped  the  honorable 
baronet  would  withdraw  his  amendment,  in  order  to  give 
this  firft  expreflion  of  it  the  fulled  force. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  then  faid,  "  that  he  fincerely  wifticd 
for  unanimity,  and  candidly  confeffed  he  was  not  infenfibk 
to  the  weight  of  the  arguments  he  had  juft  heard,  and 
therefore  cheerfully  confented  to  withdraw  his  motion.* 
Thus  the  minifter  came  off  triumphantly  victorious,  and 
the  houfc  broke  up  completely  duped,  and  completely 
fatisfiecL 

The  nation  at  large  alfo  imbibing  the  fame  general  idea, 
that  the  conceuions  offered  by  England  were  very  great, 
and  that  the  claims  of  France  were  highly  unreafonable  and 
unjuft,  evinced  an  extraordinary  and  fudden  renewal  of 
ardor  in  the  profecution  of  the  war.  Animated,  at  the 
lame  time,  by  the  great  and  recent  victory  of  lord  Duncan, 
and  not  perfectly  well  pleafed  with  the  feceffion  of  the 
members  in  oppofition,  they  feemed  inclined  again  to  entruft 
that  confidence  to  Mr.  Pitt  which  he  fo  little  merited,  and 
fjad  already  fo  grofsly  and  dreadfully  abufed. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords  an  addrefe,  (imilar  to  that  of  the 
commons,  was  moved  by  lord  Grenvijle,  who  fupported  it 
in  a  long  fpeech  after  his  manner,  and  by  a  great  variety 
of  arguments  and  affcrtions  equally  novel  and  curious. 
His  lordfliip  declared,  ««  that  the  French  plenipotentiaries 
had  demanded  of  us,  as  a  preliminary,  to  renounce  all 
that  we  had  to  aft,  and  to  declare  all  that  we  would  con- 
cede. It  would,"  as  his  lordfhip  affirmed,  «  have  been  not 
folly  merely,  but  treason,  in  any  minifter  to  have  com 
plied  with  a  demand  fo  derogatory  to  the  honor,  and  fo 
fatal  to  the  interefts,  of  his  country. — He  was  at  a  lofs  to 
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conceive  what  palliations  could  poflibly  be  offered  for  the 
conduct  of  the  enemy  5 — though,"  in  his  ufual  ftyle  of  in- 
finuation,  his  lordfhip  added,  that,  "  he  well  knew  and  la- 
mented that  every  meafure  of  the  French  government,  in 
relation  to  this  country,  found  more  able  and  ingenious 
apologifts  here  than  in  France  — thus  bafely  attempting 
to  throw  the  odium  of  his  own  miferable  blunders  upon 
thofe  who,  by  detecting  and  expofing  them  in  the  face  of 
day,  had  fo  clearly  manifefted  his  political  imbecility  and 
incapacity.-— The  principal  lords  in  oppofition  having  fe- 
ceded,  as  well  as  the  commons,  the  addrefs  paffed  without 
any  debate  or  divifioni 

In  a  very  early  period  of  the  fefEon  a  bill  was  introduced 
into  the  lower  houfe  to  continue  the  reftridions  upon  the 
Bank,  which  paffed  with  trifling  oppofition,  or,  indeed, 
obfervation. 

On  the  2 2d  of  November  Mr.  Pitt  brought  forward  his 
annual  ftatement  of  accounts.  The  whole  expence  of  the 
year  appeared  to  amount,  by  this  ftatement,  to  25  millions 
and  a  half.  In  older  to  furnifli  a  fupply  equal  to  this  enor- 
mous demand,  he  declared  it  to  be  his  intention  to  have  re- 
course to  a  perfectly  new  and  folid  fyftem  of  finance.  Of 
this  fum  fix  millions  and  a  half  would  arife  from  the  un- 
appropriated produce  of  the  finking  fund,  Exchequer  bills, 
and  unmortgaged  taxes.  Nineteen  millions  were  then  to 
be  provided  for.  Seven  of  thefe  he  propofed  to  raife  within 
the  year  by  a  new  import,  which  mould  be  regulated  by  the 
ex  i  ft  in  g  aflefied  taxes  in  a  triplicate  proportion  to  their  adhial 
amount — limited,  however,  to  the  tenth  of  each  perfon's 
income.  Of  the  remaining  twelve  millions  four  might  be 
borrowed  without  creating  any  additional  debt ;  the  pro- 
duce of  the  finking  fund,  old  and  new,  appropriated  to  the 
purpofe  of  liquidating  the  national  debt,  being  equal  to 
that  amount.  For  the  other  eight  millions,  he  propofed 
that  the  triple  afferent  be  continued  till  the  principal  and 
intcrcft  be  completely  difcharged  *  fo  that,  after  feven  mil- 
lions 
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Horn  mould  be  raifed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year,  the,  fame 
taxes,  in  little  more  than  another  year,  would  pay  off  the 
eight  millions  thus  borrowed,  with  the  intermediate  inte- 
reft.  This  plan,"  he  faid,  "  would  extremely  damp  the  hopes 
of  die  enemy.  He  acquiefccd  in  what  had  been  fo  often 
faid,  that  it  would  have  been  fortunate  if  the  practice  of 
funding  had  never  been  introduced  ;  and  he  affirmed,  that 
.  it  was  much  to  be  lamented  it  had  not  been  fooner  ter- 
minated :  but  the  period  was  now  arrived,  when  an  abfo- 
lute  necefluy  cxiftcd  for  a  radical  change  of  fyftem. 

Mr.  Ticrney,  recently  elected  member  for  Southwark, 
a  man  of  great  information,  induftry,  and  integrity,  and 
who  had  declined  joining  in  the  feceffion  from  parliament, 
wifhed  to  be  fatisficd  upon  what  grounds  the  Bank  refufed 
its  creditors  payment  in  fpecie,  whilft  at  the  fame  time  it 
increafed  its  advances  to  government  ?-— How  a  fyftem  of 
raifing  fupplies  which  fhewed  that  we  had  arrived  at  the  end 
of  all  regular  means  of  fupply  could  damp  the  hopes  of  the 
enemy  he  could  not  conjecture  ;  and  he  aflced  upon  what 
new  funds  the  neceflary  loans  were  to  be  raided  the  enfuing 
years  of  the  war  ?  for,  with  the  prefent  adminiftration,  he 
held  it  impoflible  the  country  could  have  peace*  The  right 
honorable  gentleman  wanted  the  requifites  to  bring  about 
a  peace.  He  wanted  the  refpe&  and  confidence  not  only 
of  France  but  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Curwen  reminded  the  houfe,  "^<that  peace  without 
indemnity  might  at  leaft  have  been  procured ;  and  it  be- 
came gentlemen  to  confider  whether  the  war  was  worth 
carrying  on  for  the  fake  of  indemnity.  It  was  not  for  any 
injury  done  to  us,  but  to  our  allies,  the  Dutch,  that  wc 
entered  into  the  war ;  and  we  were  now  for  indemni- 
fying ourtelves  at  their  expence." 

The  bill  brought  into  the  houfe  in  confequence  of  the 
refolutions  now  pafled  was  oppofed  with  much  vivacity  in 
every  ftage  ;  and  on  the  fecond  reading  Mr.  Fox  and 
Mr.  Sheridan  made  again  their  appearance  in  the  houfe. 
Mr.  Sheridan  afHrmed,  that  it  would  be  impoffiWc  for 
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a  very  numerous  clafs  of  houfekeepers  crcr  to  pay  this 
dreadful  tax,  and  that,  if  the  new  fyftem  was  enforced, 
it  would  go  near  to  erecx  a  fifcal  inquifition  in  every 
houfe. 

Mr.  Fox  declared,  that  he  attended  that  night  in  confor- 
mity to  the  earned  requeft  of  his  condiments — He  ftig- 
matized  the  whole  meafuie  as  bearing  the  ftamp  of  defpot- 
ifm  ;  and  particularly  reprobated  that  part  of  the  bill,  as 
manifeftly  unjuft,  which  put  k  out  of  the  power  of  perfons 
to  leflcn  their  taxes  by  retrenching  their  expences.  This 
claufe,"  he  faid  «  reminded  him  of  the  illuftration  which 
Sterne  gives  of  the  violent  extortion  of  the  antient  govern- 
ment of  France.  «  When  at  Lyons,  Yorick  refolved  to 
change  his  mode  of  travelling,  and  fail  down  the  Rhone 
inftead  of  going  poft.  The  poft-mafter,  however,  applied 
to  him  for  fix  livres  fix  fous,  as  the  price  of  the  next  poft. 
*  But  I  do  not  intend  to  travel  poft,'  faid  Yorick,  <  I  mean 
to  go  by  water/  «  That's  no  matter/  faid  the  poft-mafter, 
«  you  muft  pay  for  the  next  poft  whether  you  have  changed 
your  mind  or  not."  He  remarked  alfo,  that  to  rouze  the 
energy  of  the  people  it  was  neceflary  to  hear  of  the  facrifices 
of  the  crown.  It  was  from  the  higheft  place  that  the  ex- 
ample ought  to  be  given.  It  would  animate  and  cheer  the 
hearts  of  all  his  majefty's  faithful  fubje&s. 

M  Sotamcn  mtferis  focio*  habaiflc  Uborum.** 

Mr.  Fox  concluded  a  fpeech  fraught  with  excellence  by 
protefting  that  he  never  would  accept  a  feat  high  or  low 
in  any  adminiftration  until  public  opinion  (hall  have  de- 
cided for  a  thorough  and  perfect  reform  of  all  abufes,  and 
for  a  direct  return  to  the  genuine  but  violated  principles  of 
the  Britifh  conftitution. 

Mr.  Mainwaring,  member  for  Middlefex,  faid,  he  had 
inftructions  from  his  conftituents  to  vote  againft  the  bill. 
Such  they  declared  was  the  nature  of  the  meafurc,  that,  if 
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attempted  to  be  enforced,  they  muft  either  refill  or  fink 
under  it. — The  bill,  after  much  oppofition,  finally  pafled 
by  a  majority  of  1 96  to  7 1  voices. 

ON  its  firfl  appearance  in  the  houfe  of  lords  (January  5, 
1798),  the  bill  was  ftrongly  oppofed  by  the  duke  of  Bed- 
ford. His  grace  obferved,  that  the  taxation  in  queftion 
was  no  juft  criterion  of  general  expenditure.  If  it  were, 
expenditure  was  no  criterion  of  income,  and  flill  lefs  was 
income  a  criterion  of  property.  By  the  provifions  of  this  a£t, 
while  fome  perfons  paid  a  tenth,  others  would  not  contribute 
a  twentieth,  or  perhaps  a  fiftieth,  of  their  income.  His  grace 
cxprefled  his  wilhes,  notwithstanding,  that  this  plan  of  raifing 
the  fupplies  within  the  year  had  been  adopted  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  as  it  might  then  have  inclined  the 
people  to  reflect  whether  the  objects  for  which  they  embark- 
ed in  it  were  worthy  of  fuch  exertions  and  fuch  expences. 

Lord  Holland,  a  young  nobleman  nearly  related  to 
Mr.  Fox,  and  appearing  to  pofTefs  a  large  proportion  of  his 
genius  and  fpirit,  now  fpeaking  for  the  firft  time  in  the 
houfe,  declared,  «  that  the  executive  government  had  been 
fupported  in  its  meafurcs  by  a  complying  majority  and  a 
confident  parliament,  which  had  relied  implicitly  on  the  pro- 
mifes  of  minifters — promifes  all  terminating,  after  the  expen- 
diture of  200  millions,  in  defeat  and  difappointment.  At 
the  end  of  five  years  he  was  juftified  in  aiking,  what  pledge 
remained  for  their  better  conduct  in  future  ?  Had  fuch  a  bill 
been  brought  forward  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  it  might 
have  anfwered  a  good  purpofc,  by  opening  the  eyes  of  the 
people.  But  it  was  deemed  more  expedient  at  that  time 
to  delude  them  by  aflurances  that  the  war  would  be  neither 
long  nor  expenfive.  When  the  minifler  had,  at  the  opening 
of  the  former  lcflion,  tailed  for  eighteen  millions,  declaring 
that  furo  to  be  fufficient  for  the  year's  expenditure,  and  at  the 
end  of  fix  months  demanded  as  much  more,  could  his  af- 
furances  be  confided  in  ?  Of  the  prefent  bill  he  muft  fay, 
that  it  appeared  to  him  more  cenfurable  than  the  worft  of 
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the  revolutionary  meafures  of  Robefpierre.  It  was  at  once 
intolerable  in  its  preflure,  and  incompetent  to  its  purpofe. 
He  bad  well  confidered  the  dangers  which  threatened  this 
country,  and  found  none  more  great  than  the  continuance  of 
the  prefent  minifters  in  office/' — The  bill  palled,  on  a  divi- 
fion,  by  a  majority  of  67  voices. 

Another  great  and  favorite  meafure  of  finance  was  what 
the  minifter  ftyled,  very  improperly  indeed,  the  redemption 
of  the  land-tax  ;  and  a  plan  certainly  might  have  been  ea- 
fily  devifed,  fimple,  efficacious,  and  beneficial,  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  utterly  extinguifhing  this  odious  tax,  by  a  pecuniary 
commutation.  But  the  mini  Iter's  plan  was  no  other  than  a 
fcheme  for  the  perpetuation  and  fale  of  the  land-tax  5  making 
it  a  fpecies  of  transferable  property— allowing  indeed  the 
landed  proprietor  the  privilege  of  pre-emption  on  terms  fome- 
what  lefs  difadvantageous  than  to  an  abfolute  ftranger.  With 
refpc&  to  the  mode  and  terms  of  the  purchafe,  it  was  pro- 
pofed  that  the  payment  mould  not  be  made  in  money,  but 
in  a  transfer  of  3  per  cent,  flock,  and  that  the  (lock  fo  trans- 
fered  fhould  produce  an  annual  intereft  of  one  fifth,  or,  in 
cafes  where  the  proprietor  was  himfelf  the  purchafer,  one 
tenth,  more  than  the  proportion  of  land-tax  redeemed.  The 
bill  pafled  with  inconfiderable  oppofition ;  but,  from  the 
radical  defers  of  the  plan,  not  more  than  about  one  fourth 
of  the  land-tax  was,  in  the  fpacc  of  three  fucceeding  years, 
bought  up  :  and  the  advantage  to  the  public,  in  point  of  re- 
venue, has  not  exceeded  the  trifling  fum  of  50,000  /.  per 
annum ;  and,  as  few  more  purchafes  can  be  expe&ed,  the 
proje&  may  be  confidered  as  having  difgracefuliy  failed. 

A  third  device  fet  on  foot  by  the  minifter  was  that  of  a, 
voluntary  national  fubfeription  towards  the  general  defence 
of  the  country,  now  menaced  with  invafion  from  a  powerful 
and  enraged  enemy.  All  the  adherents  and  partizam  of  the 
miniftry,  and  all  the  zealous  advocates  of  the  war  of  all  de« 
fcriptions,  exerting  themfelves  vigoroufly  on  this  occafion, 
about  one  million  and  a  half  was  raifed  by  this  unufual  and 
not  very  conftitutional  method.     The  Bank  of  England, 
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though  flill  unable  to  pay  their  own  notes,  and  in  a  ftate 
apparently  approximating  to  bankruptcy!  fetting  the  ex* 
ample  to  the  nation,  fubferibed  the  fum  of  200,000  /. — thus 
making  up  in  generofity  what  they  wanted  in  juftice.  The 
king  and  queen,  after  a  very  long  interval  of  delay,  fubferibed, 
the  former  20,000/.  and  the  latter  5,000/.  to  the  national 
contribution  ;  the  amount  of  which,  after  all,  compared  to 
the  general  expenditure  of  the  country,  was  as  a  drop  of 
.water  to  the  ocean. 

On  the  25  th  of  April  the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
who  had  fo  lately  profeffed  to  bring  forward  an  eftimateof 
expence  for  the  whole  year,  begged  leave  to  ftatc  a  foiall 
error  in  his  calculation.  The  loan  to  be  raifed  mull,  he 
faid,  be  fifteen  inftead  of  twelve  millions.  This  he  had 
contra&ed  for  at  the  exorbitant  rate  of  200  /.  3  per  cents, 
for  100/.  in  money,  and  about  5/.  long  annuity.  But  this 
was  not  the  word.  The  principle  upon  which  the  late  war- 
tax,  ftyled  the  Triple  Afleflment,  was  founded,  being  in  the 
progrefs  of  the  bill  demonftrated  the  mod  unequal  and  un- 
juft,  fo  many  modifications  and  abatements  had  been  admit- 
ted into  it,  that  Mr.  Pitt  now  thought  proper  to  (late  the 
amount  at  four  millions  and  a  half  only.  And  eight  millions 
being  raifed  on  the  credit  of  it,  exclufive  of  the  produce 
of  the  prefent  year,  it  appeared  that  this  pretended  war-tax 
muft  laft  at  all  events  two  years  after  the  war,  fuppofing  a 
peace  concluded  at  the  end  of  the  year.  For  the  remaining 
feven  millions  taxes  were  to  be  provided,  which,  with  a 
iarge  increafe  of  navy-debt,  amounting  to  about  four  mil- 
lions, required  the  fum  of  763,000/.  in  addition  to  tlx 
annual  burdens  already  fuftained  by  the  public.  And  thus 
terminated  the  firft  great  effort  of  this  vaporing,  vaunting, 
mountebank  minifter,  to  introducea  new  and  solid  fyttcmof 
finance — an  effort  which  impofed  upon  the  nation  temporary 
taxes,  for  three  years,  to  the  amount  of  four  millions  and  a 
half  ;.  perpetual  taxes  to  the  amount  of  near  800,000 /. 
and  which  created  a  new  additional  capital  of  forty-four 
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millions  of  debt  for  twenty-two  millions  actually  paid  into 
the  public  Exchequer* 

Though  a  meflage  had  early  in  the  year  been  fent  from 
the  king  to  the  two  houfes,  dating  the  preparations  making 
by  the  enemy  for  the  in  v  a  (ion  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  folicit- 
ing  the  attention  of  parliament  to  the  fubjedt,  it  was  fome 
time  before  any  regular  plan  could  be  matured  for  the  na- 
tional defence.    At  length,  Mr.  Dundas  moved  for  the 
introduction  of  a  bill,  to  enable  his  majefty  to  call  out  a 
certain  portion  of  the  fupplementary  militia  5  and,  after  an 
interval  of  fome  weeks,  for  a  fecond  bill,  to  enable  his  ma- 
jefty to  take  meafures  for  the  more  effectual  fecurity  of  thefe 
realms,  and  to  indemnify  perfons  who  might  fuffer  injury 
in  their  property  by  the  operation  of  fuch  meafures.  This 
bill,  which  contained  a  great  variety  of  regulations,  proper 
and  neceflary  to  be  adopted  in  cafe  of  actual  invafion,  was 
received  with  very  general  approbation. 

A  third  bill  was  brought  into  the  houfe  by  Mr.  Secretary 
Dundas,  to  revive  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas-Corpus  A£r, 
which,  when  a  rebellion  was  impending  in  one  kingdom, 
and  an  invafion  in  the  other,  could  not  be  objected  to.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  upon  this  occafion,  declared, 
that  at  no  former  period  of  the  war  were  the  preparations  of 
the  enemy  for  a  defcent  upon  this  country  fo  ripe,  fo  exten- 
fivc,  or  fo  truiy  alarming,  as  at  the  preient  crifis.  The 
French  government,  freed  from  the  perplexities  and  drug- 
gies in  which  it  had  been  involved,  by  the  military  exer- 
tions of  the  continental  powers,  was  now  at  liberty  to  em- 
ploy its  troops  directly  againft  us.  Some  difference  of  opi- 
nion took  place  refpecling  the  duration  of  the  fufpenfion, 
but  it  wau  at  length  fixed  for  the  1  ft  of  February. 

The  alarm  of  invafion  not  only  continuing,  but  increaf-  n 
ing,  and  the  French  having  by  this  time  aflembled  a  vaft 
force  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  channel,  the  chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  on  the  25th  of  May,  moved  for  a  bill  for  ti  e 
more  effectual  manning  of  the  navy.     The  chief  object  he 
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had  in  view  was  the  temporary  fufpenfiort  of  ptote&ions, 
and  it  was  his  wifh  that  the  bill  fhould  that  day  pafs  through 
its  different  ftages  in  that  houfe,  and  be  font  up  to  the  lords 
for  their  concurrence.  Mr.  Tierney  expreffed  his  behef 
that  the  augmentation  of  the  navy  might  be  provided  for  in 
the  ufual  way.  No  arguments  had  been  offered  t©  prove  the 
propriety  of  fuch  an  extraordinary  deviation  from  the  com- 
mon practice  of  that  houfe  \  nor  was  he  prepared  to  give 
three  or  four  votes  without  fome  deliberation  and  reflection 
in  favor  of  a  bill  which,  like  all  the  other  meafures  of  mi- 
niftry,  he  confidered  as  decidedly  hoftile  to  the  liberty  of  the 
fubjed. 

Mr.  Pitt  rofe  in  great  warmth,  and  faid,  «  that  if  every 
meafure  adopted  againft  the  defigns  of  France  was  to  be 
confidered  as  hoftile  to  the  liberties  of  this  country,  then  in- 
deed his  idea  of  liberty  differed  widely  from  that  of  the  ho- 
norable gentleman.  Were  the  prefent  bill  not  pafled  in  a 
day,  it  was  obvious  that  thofe  whom  it  concerned  might 
elude  its  effe£b  :  but  if  the  meafure  was  necefTary,  and  that 
a  previous  notice  would  render  it  inefficient,  how  could  the 
honorable  gentleman's  oppoGtion  to  it  be  accounted  for,  but 
from  a  deiire  to  obftru&  the  defence  of  the  country 
Mr.  Tierney  now  rofe,  and  called  the  chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  order  :  and  the  Speaker  interpoiing,  with  that 
dignified  impartiality  which  has  ever  marked  his  conduct, 
obferved,  that  whatever  had  a  tendency  to  throw  fufpicion 
on  the  fentiments  of  a  member,  if  conveyed  in  language 
that  clearly  marked  fuch  intention,  was  certainly  irregular. 
This  the  houfe  would  judge  of,  but  they  would  wait  to 
hear  the  honorable  gentleman's  explanation.     Mr.  Pitt  re- 
plied, "  that  if  the  houfe  waited  for  his  explanation,  he 
feared  it  muft  wait  a  long  time.   He  fubmitted  what  he  had 
faid  to  the  judgment  of  the  houfe,  and  would  not  depart 
from  any  thing  he  had  advanced,  by  either  retracting  or  ex- 
plaining them." — This  peremptory  refufal  to  explain  a 
moil  unparliamentary  and  injurious  expreffion,  a  refufal  no 
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lefs  difrefpe&ful  and  infolcnt  to  the  houfe  than  unjuft  to 
Mr.  Heroey,  oecafioned  a  fudden  filence  ;  and  no  perfon 
having  the  pretence  of  mind  to  move  a  refolution  of  cenfure 
upon  the  minifter,  Mr.  Tierney  immediately  left  the  houfe. 
The  confequence  was,  that  a  challenge  was  fent  from  that 
gentleman  to  Mr,  Pitt,  and  a  duel  fought  between  them  on 
die  enfuing  Sunday ;  when  two  cafes  of  piftois  being  dif- 
charged  without  effect,  Mr.  Pitt  firing  the  laft  of  his  in 
the  air,  the  matter  was  accommodated  by  the  refpeclire  fe- 
conds. 

The  bill  in  queftion  having  paflTed  through  all  its  ftages, 
Ac  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  propofed  that  it  (hould 
commence  from  the  24th  of  May,  inftant.  This  was  object- 
ed to  by  Mr.  Wigley,  who,  with  good  reafon,  thought  it  a 
moll  unjuftifiable  thing  in  itfelf,  as  well  as  dangerous  in  pre- 
cedent, to  make  any  law  which  (hould  operate  in  an  ex-pofl- 
fa8o  manner.  The  objeaion  neverthelefs  was  overruled, 
and  the  bill,  with  its  odious  appendage,  finally  pafled  into  an 
atl  on  the  fame  day.  Certainly,  in  every  country,  ex-poft- 
faffo  laws  are  the  moft  iniquitous,  and,  in  a  free  country, 
the  moft  hateful  and  heterogeneous  of  things.  Whence ! 
from  what  legitimate  fourcc,  is  this  power  derived,  of  fub- 
jecTing  men  to  the  operation  of  laws  before  thofe  laws  begin 
to  cxift, — by  an  infernal  device  thus  binding  their  victims 
in  an  invifible  necromantic  chain  ? 

In  the  courfe  of  the  feflion  Mr.  Wilberforce  again  re- 
newed his  unfortunate  motion  for  the  Abolition  of  the 
Slave-Trade.  It  was  fupported  in  two  very  eloquent 
fpeeches,  each  excellent  in  its  way,  by  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Mr.  Fox  5  the  latter  of  whom,  influenced  by  his  native  gene- 
rofity  and  humanity,  would  not  abfent  himfelf  from  this  dif- 
cuffion.  «  The  gTeat  plea,"  Mr.  Pitt  remarked,  «  for  the 
continuance  of  the  flave-trade  was  the  neceflity  of  a  free 
importation,  in  order  to  enable  the  planter  to  bring  his 
wafte  lands  into  cultivation.  To  what  did  this  reafoning 
tend?    In  the  laft  hundred  years  the  cultivation  of  land  in 
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Jamaica  had  increafcd,  until  about  one-third  of  the  iiland 
had  been  cleared.     For  this  250,000  flaves  had  not  more 
than  fufliced.    Of  confequence,  for  the  cultivation  of  the 
remaining  two-thirds,  half  a  million  more  flaves  would  be 
neceflary.  This  is  the  number  which  muft  be  imported,  with 
all  the  frightful  wafte  of  mortality  with  which,  as  experi- 
ence had  fatally  evinced,  fuch  importation  would  be  attend- 
ed.   And  as  a  correfponding  length  of  time  would  be  re- 
quifite  for  the  conversion  of  the  lands  now  wafte  as  for  thofe 
in  actual  cultivation,  the  period  of  the  final  abolition  would 
be  protra&cd  for  the  term  of  two  hundred  years.  The 
intcrcft  of  the  Weft-India  iflands  themfelves,  nay,  the 
fafcty  of  thofe  iflands,   which  the   motion  before  the 
houfe  was  faid  by  fome  to  endanger,  abfolutcly  required 
and  demanded  the  immediate  abolition  of  this  commerce. 
It  had  been  faid,  that,  as  this  trade  was  encouraged  by  the 
legiflature,  the  abolition  would  be  unjuft  toward  thofe 
who  had  acted  upon  the  faith  of  the  exifting   laws.  But 
was  it  not  known  to  thofe  who  made  the  objection,  that  the 
legiflature  often  beftowed  encouragement  upon  branches  of 
commerce  which  in  different  circumftances  it  was  deem- 
ed prudent  to  withdraw?     No  partial  inconvenience," 
Mr.  Pitt  truly  and  nobly  affirmed,  "  ought  to  weigh  againft 
the  indifputed  principle  of  juftice,  and  againft  the  general 
intcrefts  and  fafety  of  the  iflands  themfelves,  which  it  was 
the  duty  of  that  houfe  to  guard,  whether  it  was  or  was  not 
underftood  by  the  parties  concerned  in  the  difcuflion." 

Mr.  Fox,  in  a  high  ft  rain  of  eloquence,  declared  it  to  be 
71  matter  of  fliame  and  lamentation  that  the  country  fliould 
be  fo  degenerate  from  every  fenfe  of  virtue,  fo  funk  in  hy- 
pocrify,  that,  however  convinced  of  the  enormity  of  the 
wickednefs,  they  had  not  yet  abandoned  that  courfc  which 
they  agreed  fo  unanimoufly  to  condemn.  It  had  been  al- 
ledged,  that  we  ought  not  to  judge  of  this  commerce  from 
the  cruelty  of  the  individuals  engaged  in  it.  But  fuch  is 
the  nature  of  man,  that  the  idea  of  poflefiing  unlimited  ju- 
thority,  fo  far  from  injuring  tendernefs,  produces  contempt 
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•of  the  object  as  worthlefs.  If  man  had  not  been  cruel,  fla- 
very  itfelf  Could  not  have  had  exiftence.  He  would  not,  for 
one,  truft  to  any  local  regulations  of  the  colonial  legiflatures 
as  had  been  recommended,  but  would  vote  for  a  direct  and 
immediate  abolition  of  a  trade  which  the  houfe  had  already 
condemned  as  inconGftent  with  juftice  and  morality,  and 
which,  he  agreed  with  the  mimfter,  was  equally  incompa- 
tible with  good  policy  and  the  permanent  fafety  of  our 
Weft-India  poffeflions.  Upon  this  occafion,  the  houfe,  mo- 
mentarily impreflfed  with  a  fenfe  of  moral  and  political  duty, 
was  almoft  perfuaded  to  be  juft,  the  motion  being  nega- 
tived by  a  majority  of  four  voices  only,  in  a  houfe  of  175 
members. 

The  proceedings  in  parliament  during  the  whole  of  this 
fcflion  were  of  a  very  momentous  nature.  On  the  2  2d  of 
March  the  duke  of  Bedford,  at  the  clofe  of  a  very  able 
fpeech,  moved  an  addrefs  to  the  throne,  humbly  ftating  to 
his  majefty  the  urgent  and  indifpenfable  neceffity  which  ex- 
ifted  of  employing  other  minifters,  and  adopting  other  coun- 
cils— "  Inftru&ed  as  we  are" — fuch  is  the  language  of  this 
excellent  addrefs — "  by  a  long  feries  of  events,  and  correct- 
ed by  experience,  we  arc  bound  by  our  duty,  and  compelled 
by  neceflity,  to  fubmit  to  his  majefty  our  humble  opinion, 
that  the  fituation  of  the  country  is  too  critical,  and  the 
dangers  that  furrounded  it  are  too  ferious,  to  adroit  of  any 
further  trial  of  the  fame  councils  which  have  conftantly 
failed,  or  of  the  fame  perfons  for  whofe  continuance  in 
office,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  and  unanswered  charges 
which  have  been  brought  againft  them,  even  themfelves 
have  nothing  to  plead  but  a  feeble  unavailing  rectitude  of 
intention,  conftantly  overpowered  by  the  fuperior  policy 
and  vigor  of  the  enemy,  or  a  pretended  apprehenfion, 
equally  falfe  and  malignant,  of  the  defigns  of  thofe  whom 
his  majefty  might  appoint  to  fuccecd  them  in  the  adminif- 
tration  of  public  affairs." — In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech, 
this  diftinguiQied  nobleman  took  an  occafion  to  declare 
that  he  held  a  parliamentary  reform  to  be  cflcniial  to 
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the  falvation  of  the  (late  ;  and,  however  he  might  have  been 
calumniated  as  an  eager  and  ambitious  candidate  for  power, 
he  pledged  himfelf  never  to  make  one  of  any  ad minift ration 
with  which  parliamentary  reform  was  not  a  leading  object ; 
and  that,  if  this  meafure  failed,  he  would  not  continue  in 
office.    Yet  he  allowed  there  might  be  men  of  talents  and 
integrity,  perfectly  well  qualified  for  the  firft  offices  of  the 
{late,  who  would  not  confider  parliamentary  reform  as  a  ne- 
ceflary  ingredient  in  their  fyflem ;  and,  fo  long  as  they 
acted  for  the  public  advantage,  they  mould  have  his  fup- 
port.-— In  allufion  to  the  threatened  invafion,  his  grace  de- 
clared it  mud  be  obvious  to  every  man*  that,  if  the  French 
fucceeded,  we  would  be  the  moft  degraded  of  nations.  No 
rational  perfon  could,  for  a  moment,  believe  that  they  who 
oppofe  ad  minrft  ration  would  abet  tjie  defigns  of  an  invading 
enemy, — that  they  who  have  conftantly  contended  for  die 
liberties  of  their  countrymen  would  join  an  enemy  whofe 
avowed  object  is  to  dedroy  them.  What  then  can  we  think 
of  minifters  when  we  fee  them  encouraging  thefe  bafe  ca- 
lumnies ?    It  is  certain  no  man  can  take  any  (hare  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  meafures  of  adminiflration  without  being  thus 
lligmatized. — «  My  lords,"  faid  the  noble  fpeaker,  «  de- 
termined as  I  am,  never,  by  any  act  of  mine,  to  contribute 
to  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  war,  dill,  if  we  are  at- 
tacked by  the  enemy,  I  will  be  among  the  foremoft  to  main- 
tain the  liberties  of  my  country  againd  all  oppreflbrs,  ty- 
rants, and  invaders. — Never  will  I  fight  for  the  prefent  mi- 
niders  \  for  I  know  of  no  more  decided  enemies  to  their 
country  and  their  king  than  they  are.    I  may  for  the  mo- 
ment fufpend  my  opppfition  to  them,  but  it  will  be  only 
for  a  moment.     When  I  return,  I  return  as  decided  a  foe 
to  them  as  ever.    I  abhor  their  conduct,  I  deted  their  prin- 
ciples, and  againd  the  fydem  upon  which  they  have  acled 
I  vow  eternal  enmity.    If  ever  an  unmanly  timidity  mould 
make  me  enter  into  an  alliance  with  them,  if  ever  bafc  fear 
mould  induce  me  to  join  with  them  in  opprefling  my  coun- 
try, 
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try,  may  the  juft  indignation  of  the  peopk  purfue  me !  may 
the  deteftation  of  the  world  be  my  lot  !  and  may  the  great 
Creator  pour  down  his  heavieft  curfes  upon  my  a  port  ate 
head  !" — The  motion  of  addrefs,  after  a  long  and  vehe- 
ment debate,  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  100  voices. 

It  was  impofllblc  that  the  alarming  (late  of  Ireland  mould 
not  excite  very  uneafy  apprehenfions  j  although,  fince  the 
recognition  of  the  national  independence  of  that  king- 
dom  Att  its  legiflature,  it  was  difficult  to  bring  any  ques- 
tion relative  to  Irifh  affairs  in  a  manner  perfectly  regular 
before  the  Britifh  parliament. — Early  in  the  feffion,  and 
previous  to  the  Chriftmas  recefe,  however,  the  earl  of 
Moira,  a  nobleman  of  great  property,  influence,  and  po- 
pularity, in  that  kingdom,  and  member  of  both  legiflatures, 
deeming  points  of  form  to  be  wholly  fubordinate  to  thofe 
grand  objects  for  which  government  itfelf  was  ordained 
and  conftitutcd,  thought  it  indifpenfably  neceflary  to  renew 
the  motion  made  by  him  in  the  preceding  feflion  for  an  ad- 
drefs to  the  king  refpe&ing  the  (ituation  of  Ireland,  This 
nobleman  obferved,  that  "  he  had  unavailingly  called  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  laft  year  to  the  ftate  of  that  country, 
and  had  in  vain  predicted  the  confequences  which  the  fyf» 
tern  of  government  eftablilhed  there  mu$  inevitably  produce. 
The  neceflity  of  interpofition  wa$  now  become  more  ur* 
gent.  All  confidence,  all  fecurity,  were  taken  away.  No 
one  could  fay  who  would  be  the  next  vi&im  of  the  oppref- 
Gon  and  cruelty  which  he  faw  others  endure.  The  greateil 
and  mod  wanton  barbarities  had  been  committed  ;  but  he 
wilhed,  from  prudential  motives,  to  draw  a  veil  over  thefe 
aggravated  enormities.  He  entreated  the  houfe  to  take  intp 
ferious  confideration  the  tendency  of  the  prefent  meafures, 
which,  in  (lead  of  removing  difcontents,  had  increafed  the 
number  of  the  di  icon  tented.  The  moment  of  conciliation 
was  not  yet  pafled ;  but  if  the  fyftem  were  not  changpd, 
he  feared  that  Ireland  would  be  loft  to  this  country  for 
ever." 
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The  motion  was  oppofed  by  lord  Grenville,  and  the  lord- 
chancellor,  who  aflerted  that  it  was  of  a  nature  particularly 
unfit  for  the  difcuffion  of  that  houfe,  as  their  lordlhips  had 
no  autheryic  information  of  the  grievances  of  Ireland,  in 
the  firft  place *,  and  no  power  to  redrefs  them,  if  exifting, 
in  the  fecond.  They  could  not  pafs  an  opinion  upon  them 
regujarly ;  nor  attempt  to  a£t,  without  fubverting  law  and 
counteracting  authority.  Times  of  imminent  danger  re- 
quired vigorous  exertions ;  but  no  one  could  fay  At  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice  had  ever  been  interrupted ;  nor 
ought  any  infinuations  to  be  thrown  out  againil  the  parli- 
ament of  Ireland,  as  if  that  affembly  were  deficient  in  their 
care  for  the  welfare  and  the  interefts  of  their .  country.— 
The  que  (lion  of  adjournment  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Before  the  end  of  this  feflion,  nevcrthclefs,  the  general 
date  of  affairs  in  Ireland  became  fuch  as  to  force  itfelf 
again  upon  the  notice  of  parliament.    On  the  26th  of 
March  the  earl  of  Moira  once  more  drew  the  attention  of 
the  houfe,  by  dating,  "  that  he  had  the  affidavits  of  a  hun- 
dred pcrfons  in  his  pofleflion,  to  prove  that  torture  had  been 
employed  in  forcing  confefBons  from  individuals,  againft 
themfelves  and  againil  their  neighbours  ;  that  horrible  de- 
vastations had  been  made  on  the  houfes  and  property  of 
per fon s  accufed  of  difaffe£tion.  .  Tne  deponents  were  ready 
to  come  forward  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  with  their  tefli- 
monies ;  but  he  wiihed  to  avoid  whatever  might  tend  to 
exafperate   he  fliould  therefore  content  himfelf  with  placing 
his  affidavits  in  the  hands  of  the  noble  lord  on  the.  wool- 
fack." — The  marquis  of  Downfnire  entered  into  an  elabo- 
rate vindication  of  the  conduct  of  the  executive  government 
in  Ireland  •,  to  which,  when  lord  Moira  role  to  reply,  he 
was  called  to  order  by  lord  Carnarvon,  who  urged  die  im- 
propriety and  danger  of  fo  irregular  a  converlation  \  an  1, 
offering  to  explain,  the  dyke  of  Athol  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment: qi  the  houfe.  , 
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On  the  15th  of  June  the  duke  of  Leinftcr,  a  nobleman 
of  the  higheft  rank  and  refpeftability  in  Ireland,  and  a 
peer  alfo  of  Great  Britain,  after  a  fpeech,  in  the  courfe  of 
which  his  feelings  appeared  deeply  agitated,  moved  an  ad- 
drefs  to  his  majefty,  humbly  rcquefting  "  that  his  majefty 
would  deign  to  direct  the  proper  officer  to  lay  before  this 
hdufe  a  full  and  ample  ftatement  of  the  facls  and  circum- 
fiances  which  had  led  to  the  dilaftrous  affairs  of  Ireland, 
and  of. the  meafures  which  had  hitherto  been  purfued  for 
the  purpofe  of  averting  fuch  momentous  evils.  That, 
however  alarming  the  difcontents  now  prevailing  in  the 
lifter-kingdom  were,  We  would  noti-defpair  \  but  that  the 
refult  of  fuch  difcuflion  would  enable  us  to  aflift  hij 
majefty,  according  to  our  tonftitutional  duty,  with  fome 
well-adapted  remedy,  fuch  as  might  rcftore,  in  that  dif- 
tracled  part  pf  the  Britifh  empire,  conBdence  in  the  law» 
by  due  adminiltration  oi  them,  obedience  to  his  majefty'* 
government  by  a  temperate  ufe  of  its  powers,  and  union 
amongft  all  descriptions  of  perfons  in  that  kingdom." 

A  long  and  animated  debate  enfued,  in  which  the  motioa 
was  fupported  by  the  dukes  of  Norfolk,  Bedford,  Devon- 
fhire,  and  Leeds,  the  earls  of  Suffolk,  Moira,  Fitzwilliain, 
and  Befborough,  and  lord  Holland ;  and  oppofed  by  the 
lords  Townflicnd,  Carlifle,  Grenville,  Spencer,  and  the 
lord-chancellor.  On  the  divilion  there  appeared,  contents 
18,  not-contents  51. — A  ftrong  proteft  was  figned  by  the 
dillentient  peers. 

Upon  the  fame  day  lord  George  Cavendifh,  after  a  fhort 
and  emphatic  fpeech,  introduced  into  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons the  following  ferics  of  refolutiom,  as  proper  and 
neccflary  to  be  adopted  by  that  houfe  for  the  falvation  of 
Ireland  : 

«  1.  That  whenever  this  houfe  is  called  upon  for  fup- 
plies  of  men  or  money,  to  be  provided  by  levies  and  taxes 
on  our  conftituenls,  it  is  our  right  and  duty  to  wat^h  over 
and  control  the  purpofes  to  which  they  are  {p  be  applied. 

«  »  That 


Digitized  by 


47* 


GEORGE  IU. 


«*  2.  That  this  houfc  is  ready  to  make  every  exertion  in 
its  power  to  enable  his  majefty  to  fubdue  all  rebellion  againft 
his  lawful  authority— trufting  he  will  temper  feverity  with 
mercy,  and  never  lofe  fight  of  that  equitable  policy  which, 
by  the  redrefs  of  real  grievances,  may  fecure  to  him  the 
loyalty  and  affection  of  his  people. 

«  3.  That  although  we  ftiail  be  ready  at  all  times,  by 
all  juft  means,  to  maintain  the  unity  of  the  British  empire, 
and  our  connexion  with  Ireland  as  a  part  of  it,  yet  we 
never  can  believe  it  is  the  wifti  of  his  majefty  to  fup port 
the  principle  of  governing  that  country  as  a  conquered 
and  hoftile  country— a  principle  no  left  contrary  to  jnfticc 
than  to  the  interests  of  the  two  kingdoms. 

M  4.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  minifters  to  advifc  his 
majefty,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  repeat  the 
recommendation  which  he  made  through  the  lord-lieute* 
nant  of  Ireland  to  that  kingdom  in  1793,  ferioufly  to 
con  fid  er  the  fituation  of  the  Iri(h  Catholics,  and  to  con&der 
it  with  liberality,  for  the  purpofe  of  cementing  general 
union  amongft  his  majefty's  fubje£h  in  fupport  of  the 
cftablimed  conftitution. 

«  5.  That  fuch  perfons  as  have  exprefTed  their  difappn> 
bation  of  meafures  of  conceflion,  and  under  whofc  admi- 
jiiftration  Ireland  has  been  reduced  to  a  fituation  fo  immi- 
nently  dangerous  to  the  injerefts  and  happinefs  of  the  em- 
pire, cannot  be  effectual  channels  of  his  majefty's  royal 
grace  and  beneficent  intentions  towards  their  fellow  fub- 


Thefe  excellent  refolutions  were  feconded  by  lord  John 
Ruflel  and  it  was  pleafing  to  thofe  attached  to  the  ancient 
fyftem  of  Whiggifm  in  this  country,  to  fee  the  illuftrious 
names  of  Ruflfel  and  Cavendifh  combined  in  oppofition  to 
thofe  fatal  meafures  which  had  reduced  the  Britifh  empire 
to  the  very  verge  of  deftru&ion.  After  a  long  debate,  from 
which,  as  from  that  in  the  upper  houfe,  ftrangers  were 
pun&ilioufly  excluded,— the  miniftry,like  the  foolifh  oftrich, 
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hiding  its  head  to  avert  the  danger, — the  order  of  the  day 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  146  voices — the  numbers 
being  66  to  212. 

Mr.  Fox,  who  attended  in  his  place  upon  this  great  oc- 
cafion,  then  moved  the  following  propoGtion :  "  That  this 
houfe,  understanding  it  to  be  a  matter  of  notoriety  that  the 
fyftem  of  coercion  had  been  enforced  in  Ireland  with 
a  rigor  (hocking  to  humanity, — and,  particularly,  that 
fcourges  and  other  tortures  had  been  employed  to  extort 
confeflions,— is  of  opinion,  that  an  immediate  (lop  (hould 
be  put  to  practices  fo  difgraceful  to  the  BritUh  name ;  and 
that  our  hopes  of  reftoring  tranquillity  to  Ireland  muft  arife 
from  a  change  of  fyftem  as  far  as  relates  to  the  executive 
government,  together  with  a  removal  from  their  Rations  of 
thofe  perfons  by  whofe  advice  thofe  atrocities  have  been 
perpetrated,  and  towards  whom  the  people  of  Ireland  can 
feel  no  fentiments  but  of  refentment  and  terror." — This, 
after  a  fecond  debate,  was  negatived  by  nearly  the  fame 
majority,  the  numbers  being  62  to  204  voices. 

On  the  19th  of  June  a  meflage  from  the  king  was  de- 
livered, acquainting  the  houfe,  that  various  regiments  of 
the  militia  of  this  kingdom  had  made  a  voluntary  tender  of 
their  fervices  to  be  employed  for  the  fuppreflion  of  the  re- 
bellion in  Ireland.  An  addrefs  of  thanks  being  moved  by 
Mr.  Dundas,  preparatory  to  the  introduction  of  a  bill  em- 
powering his  majefty  to  accept  the  offers  of  fuch  regiments, 
a  Vehement  debate  arofe.  Mr.  Nichols  faid,  "  that  if  the 
addrefs  were  adopted,  the  principle  of  the  Militia  Bill,  as 
originally  eftabli(hed,  would  be  completely  abandoned. 
The  meafure  befides  would  be  unjuft  to  thofe  who,  wholly 
unfufpicious  of  any  fuch  intention,  had  entered,  bend  jide% 
into  the  militia  fervice.  The  houfe,  moreover,"  he  added, 
M  ought  to  be  fully  acquainted  with  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion before  they  proceeded  to  give  their  fupport  to  the  ex- 
ecutive government,  and  fully  to  afcertain  the  caufes  of 
the  difcontent  which  had  driven  that  unfortunate  country 
into  the  prefent  unnatural  conteft." 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Lawrence  Palk  and  Mr.  Picrrepont,  gentlemen  not 
ofually  found  in  the  ranks  of  oppofition,  contended  againft 
the^  meafure  as  a  moil  grofs  and  flagrant  violation  of  the 
conftitiition. 

■ 

Mr.  Banks  expr^fled  his  apprehenfion  "  that  if  the  princi- 
ple of  fending  the  militia  to  Ireland,  or  to  any  place  out  of 
die  realm,  were  once  admitted,  there  was  no  fpecies  of  war- 
fare in  which  they  might  not  be  employed  and  he  moved 
an  amendment  to  the  addrefs,  importing,  "  that  the  houfe 
confulered  the  proportion  fuggefted  in  his  majefty's  fpeech 
as  of  the  utmoft  coufcqucncc,  and  fuch  as  required  fome  fur- 
ther deliberation." 

Mr.Tierney  declared,  "  that  the  minifler  ought  to  cgmii 
down  to  the  houfe  clothed  in  fackcloth  and  aflies  whendie 
had  fuch  a  proportion  to  make  as  the  prefent.  There  was 
no  official  communication  to  that  houfe  even  of  the  exift- 
ence  of  a  rebellion  in  Ireland,  but  in  the  menage  calling 
upon  them  to  take  this  important  and  unconstitutional  Rep 
in  order  to  fupprefs  it.  The  militia  was  a  part  of  the  con- 
ftitution :  where  was  a  fubfl.it tite  to  be  found  for  this  body  ? 
The  tenor  of  the  oath  was  to  ferve  faithfully  in  Great 
Britain." 

Sir  William  Pnlteney  (aid,  "  he  was  afraid  that  fending 
the  militia  was  now  unavoidable ;  but  this  was  no  excufe  for 
thofe  who  brought  us  into  the  embarraflment."  The  houfe 
then  divided  :  in  favor  of  the  amendment  47,  againft  it  118. 
The  bill  finally  pawed,  aficr  much  angry  contention  and  op- 
pofition in  both  hoi:fes. 

The  kingdom  being  thus  left  deltitute  of  its  natural  and 
condiaitional  defence,  under  the  impending  and  imminent 
apprehenfion  of  an  invafion,  the  fpirit  of  military  ardor, 
feemed  at  once  to  iVv/x  and  pervade  the  whole  kingdom  ; 
and  all  ranks  and  orders  of  men,  whether  friendly  or  adverfe 
to  the  meafures  of  the  exifting  adrniniftration,  eagerly  form- 
ed themfclvcs  into  volunteer  co^>s,  commanded  by  olhcers 
of  Vjclr  own  choice  acting  under  temporary  comimffions 

from 
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from  the  king,  till  England  prefented  to  her  fierce  and  for- 
midable foe  the  glorious  pi&ure  of  an  armed  nation  infpired 
with  the  magnanimous  resolution  of  facrificing  their  lives 
in  defence  of  their  country.  From  this  grand  fpe&acle 
France,  which  had  hitherto  cheriflied  the  delufive  idea 
that  (he  had  numerous  parti zans  and  adherents  in  Great 
Britain,  fhrunk  back  aftoniihed  and  appalled  ;  and  the  Bri- 
tifh  mini  fir  y  themfelves  at  length  were  compelled  reluctant- 
ly to  acknowledge,  that  there  were  perfons  of  whom  it  might 
be  truly  faid,  L  they  were  at  the  fame  time  enemies  to 
them  and  friends  to  their  country.*  And  indeed,  in  a  t6o 
obvious  fenfe,  he  who  was  not  an  enemy  to  them,  and  to 
their  rafti,  defperate,  and  execrable  meafures,  could  not  be 
a  true  friend  either  to  himfelf,  to  his  country,  or  to  his  fo- 
vcreign. 

The  feflion  of  parliament  clofed  (June  29,  1798)*  and  the 
king  in  his  fpecch  took  efpecial  and  handfome  notice  of  the 
heroic  fpirit  by  which  the  nation  was  now  univerfally  ani- 
mated. "  The  example  of  your  firmnef?  and  conftancy," 
faid  the  monarch  to  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  "  has  been 
applauded  and  followed  by  my  fubje&s  in  every  rank  and 
condition  in  life.  A  fpirit  of  voluntary  and  ardent  exertion, 
diffufed  through  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  has  ftrengtheued 
and  confirmed  our  internal  fecuriry  j  the  famefentimcnts  have 

continued 

9  *  By  that  extremely-tnOgnificant  and  criminal  fa&ion,  of  Jacobinical  and 
Painite  republicans  who  maintained  a  traitorous  correspondence  with  France, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  French  government  was  moil  grofdy  duped 
and  impofed  upon,  in  rcfpeA  to  the  general  ftatc  of  parties  and  opinions  in 
Great  Britain. — *«  Counfels  grounded  upon  foreign  advice," — fays  a  certain, 
now  almoft-forgotten,  writer  of  the  Ull  century,  who  was  a  fugacious  ob- 
fcrvcr  of  men  and  things— "  or  any  thing  but  a  vifiblc  experience,  do  rarely 
fucceed.  For  intereft,  in  fuch  as  defire  a  change,  doth  not  feldom  make 
them  apprehend  more  advantages  than  really  there  are,  and  cover  doubts 
and  dangers  they  are  privy  to,  out  of  a  fear  to  difocarten  the  prince  they 
endeavour  to  embark  in  their  defence.  As  it  fell  out  here,  where  not  one 
man  appeared  in  favor  of  the  Spaniards— the  very  Pap.lb  themfelves  being  ' 
no  lcf«  unwilling  than  the  reft  to  fee  their  native  country  in  fubjedion  to 
the  ordinary  cruelties  found  iu  ftrangas." 
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continued  to  animate  my  troops  of  every  defcription,  and 
my  fleets  have  met  the  menaces  of  invafion  by  blocking  op 
all  our  enemies  in  their  principal  ports." 

It  is  now  highly  requifite  to  take  a  general  view  of  that 
ftate  of  affairs  in  Ireland  which  excited  fuch  great  and  juft 
alarm  in  the  parliament  and  miniftry  of  Great  Britain.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  from  the  sera  of  the  firfl  acquifition  of  Ireland 
by  the  Englifh,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  to  the  prefent  time, 
the  Irifh  nation,  if  by  the  nation  is  meant  the  bulk  of  the 
people,  were  never  reconciled  to  the  Englifh  government. 
They  were  indeed  confidered  by  England,  and  they  confi- 
dered  themfelves,  as  a  conquered  people  :  they  regarded  the 
Englifh  government  as  a  yoke,  which  it  was^not  only  law- 
ful but  meritorious*  to  throw  off,  whenever  they  had  the 
power  and  the  opportunity.     The  general  and  obflinate 
refi fiance  made  by  the  Irifh  nation  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth, 
to  go  no  further  back,  of  Charles  I.  and  of  king  William,  to 
the  whole  power  of  England,  affords  irrefragable  demonftra- 
tion  of  this  grand  truth.     In  confequence  of  the  immenfe 
confifcations  which  fucceeded  the  fuppreffion  of  thefe  three 
rebellions,  almoft  the  whole  landed  property  of  the  kingdom 
was  transferred  to  the  Englifh  fettlers  and  their  defcendants, 
who  formed  as  it  were  a  diftinft  colony  in  Ireland,  a  nation 
within  a  nation,  differing  in  manners,  cuftoms,  language, 
and  religion  *,  and  in  whom,  as  the  Irifh  catholics  were  de- 
prived of  the  privileges  of  the  con  Ri  tut  ion,  and  under  a  # 
legal  profcription,  not  only  the  whole  property,  but  the 
whole  political  power  and  influence  of  the  country,  was  for 
a  long  fucceflion  of  years  exclufively  vefled.    «  At  Clon- 
nell,  near  Caftlereagh,^  fays  a  well  known  modern  writer, 
«  lives  O'Connor,  the  direct  defcendant  of  Roderic  O'Con- 
nor, king  of  Connaught  700  years  ago.  His  monument,  with 
the  enfignsof  royalty,  is  in  Rofcommon  church.    This  fa- 
mily has  fuffered  more  in  the  revolution  of  ages  than  the 
O'Neils  and  O'Bryens.  The  common  people,  however,  pay 

him 
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him  great  refpe&,  and  confider  him  as  the  prince  of  a 
people  involved  in  one  common  ruin."  * 
•  The  Englifli  colony  in  Ireland,  or,  adopting  the  phrafe 
formerly  in  ufe,  «  the  Englifli  fettlers  within  the  pale," 
bearing  no  proportion  in  numbers  to  the  genuine  native  Iri£b, 
were. compelled  to  depend  entirely  upon  the  government  of 
England  for  fupport.  The  Irifh  legiflature  therefore  readily, 
if  not  willingly,  fubmitted  to  the  fupreme  authority  affumed 
by  the  parliament  of  England  as  the  price  of  their  fecurity. 
Or  if  they  ever  (hewed  a  difpofition  to  conteft  this  legiflative 
fuperiority,  as  in  the  reigns  of  king  William  and  king  , 
George  L  the  refiftance  was  neither  very  ferious  or  perma- 
nent.   From  the  acceflion  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  al- 
though the  laws  againft  popery,  till  a  recent  period, 
furTered  no  relaxation,  the  government  of  the  country 
was  adminiftered  in  the  fpirit  of  mildnefs.    The  civilka- 
tion  of  the  inhabitants  and  the  commercial  induftry  of 
the  community  increafed  j   improvements  of  all  kinds 
made   great   and   rapid   advances  5  and  the  Catholics 
participated,  however  unequally,  in  the  general  profpe- 
rity— lofing  gradually  their  attachment  to  the  banifhed 
houfe  of  Stuart,  and  acquiring  with  the  increafing  liberality 
of  the  times  additional  degrees  of  light  and  knowledge. 
After  centuries  of  animofity,  the  Catholics  and  Proteftants 
feemed  at  length  to  begin  to  confider  themfelves  as  having  a 
common  and  national  intcreft  diftind  from  that  of  England. 
The  loyalty  difcovered  by  the  Irifh  Catholics  during  the  un- 
fortunate difputes  with  America,  and  the  defire  of  preferv- 
ing  and  increafing  that  attachment,  combined  with  a  fenfe 
doubtlefs  of  the  injuftice  of  the  laws  under  which  they  fuf- 
fered,  induced  the  government  here  from  time  to  time  to 
exert  its  influence  in  the  Irifh  legiflature,  to  grant  them  fuch 
relief  as  they  wore  deemed  entitled  or  qualified  to  receive  : 
and  every  new  acquifition  of  liberty^  or  exemption  from 
oppreffion,  confirmed  and  ftrengthened  the  impreflion  of  a 
vol.  in.  2  i  common 

•  ViJt  Autulk  Younc'i  «  Tour  to  Ireland/ 
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common  and  national  intereft.  The  Irifh  legtfiaturc  irM 
fecmcd  to  encourage  tke  pleafing  and  patriotic  idea  and 
feeing  tke  great  diftrefo  and  embarrarTment  of  England  dur- 
ing the  laft  years  of  the  American  war,  Ireland  eagerly  cm- 
braced  the  golden  opportunity  to  extort  from  her,  firft  the 
grant  of  a  free  trade,  and  then  the  recognition  of  her  poli- 
tical independence. 

In  making  thefe  demands  the  IriQi  parliament  fek  itfelf 
fupported  by  the  voice  of  the  whole  nation — the  btertft  of 
the  Catholics  being  ,  no  lefs  concerned  than  that  of  tke 
Proteftants  in  the  one,  and  their  national  pride  no  Ids 
gratified  by  the  other.    But  no  £eoner  had  thefe  two  grand 
points  been  carried  bythe  aid  and  powerful  concurrence  of 
the  Catholics,  than  they  reverted  with  keener  fenlbiiity  to 
thofe  fevere  unrepealed  laws  which  dill  placed  them,  as  they 
conceived,  out  of  the  pale  of  the  conftituiaon.*   They  now, 
therefore,  bent  all  their  cflorts  to  obtain  a  radical  reform  of 
the  representation  •,  which,  as  they  juftly  believed,  weald 
lead  to  a  total  abolition  of  the  exifting  penal  ftatutcs.  Bet 
the  Irifh  parliament,  which  had  no  longcrany  caufe  of  coe- 
tention  with  England,  received  their  applications  with  me 
higheft  degree  of  jealoufy  and  averfion.    Whither  this  ra- 
dical reform  would  ultimately  tend  was  indeed  too  obvioo* 
not  to  excite  die  fpiritof  determined  reGftance  in  thcleg&- 
tures  of  both  countries,  who  trembled  at .  the  apprehenfiono* 
a  ferious  inveftigation  of  the  fubfifting  abufes  in  church  ind 
ftate:  and,  mould  a  majority  of  Catholics  be  elected  in 

confequene: 

.         The  declared  of  the  popery-  laws,"  fays  Mr.  Burke,  ia  k* 

letter  to  fir  Hercules  Langrilhe,  «*  was  to  reduce  the  Catholic*  of  IreUoa 
to  a  miferablc  populace,  without  property,  without  eftimation,  without 
education. —  I  hcy  divided  the  nation  into  two  diftind  bodies,  without  cotn- 
»on  intereft,  fympathy,  or  connexion.  The  old  code  was  a  complete  fjrftcn 
full  of  coherence  and  confiAcucy,  well  di^cilcd,  and  well  contpofed,  ifl*3 
ii*  pans  i  it  was  a  machine  of  wife  and  elaborate  contrivance;  and  a*  well 
fitted  lor  the  opprcflion,  impovcrifhmcnt,  and  degradation  of  a  people, 
the  debarment  in  them  of  human-nature  kfclf,  as  ever  proceeded  fcoffl 
perverted  ingenuity  of  man.**    r.  86-87. 
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confequenci  of  this  reform,  the  very  exiftence  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  government  and  Proteftant  eftablifliment  in  Ireland 
would  be  endangered.  Though  fome  conceflions  were  made 
therefore  in  fubordinate  matters,  every  motion  brought  for- 
ward in  parliament  for  a  reform  in  the  representation  was 
reje&ed  by  vaft  majorities — the  influence  of  the  executive 
government  being  in  perfect  unifon  on  this  point  with  the . 
inclinations,  fears,  and  prejudices,  of  the  legiflative  body. 

In  coniequence  of  their  repeated  difappointments,  the 
Irifli  Catholics  remained  in  a  date  of  extreme  diflatisfac~Uon> 
and  almod  defpondency,  till  the  great  event  of  the  French 
revolution  infpired  them  with  new  hopes  and  frefh  courage. 
The  jud  and  noble  principles  of  government  promulgated  by 
the  Condiment  Aflembly,  fo  congenial  to  the  feelings  of  an 
opprcfled  and  perfecuted  people,  were  eagerly  and  enthufi- 
aftically  embraced  by  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  \  as  well  as  by 
that  large  proportion  of  the  Irifh  Protedants  who  diflented 
from  the  eftabtiflied  church, — a  great  and  refpe&able  clafa 
of  men,  who  were  formerly  for.  the  raoft  part  adverfc  to 
the  claims  of  the  Catholics,  but  who  were  now  the  avowed 
and  zealous  defenders  of  their  equity  and  judice. 

In  the  year  1 791  the  famous  fociety  of  United  Irifhmen 
was  formed,  which  profefled  to  have  in  view  the  abolition 
of  all  legal  teds  and  proscriptions  *,  the  entire  emancipation 
of  the  Catholics ;  and  a  radical  reform  in  parliament : — and 
there  exids  not  the  lead  proof  of  preemption  that  the  views 
o£j*he  fociety  at  its  firft  inflitution,  or  for  feveral  years  af- 
ierward,  extended  beyond  tbefe  profefiions,  whatever  might 
be  the  concealed  defign  of  individuals.  The  governments 
of  both  kingdoms  neverthtlefs  continued  dill  as  inimical  as 
ever  both  to  the  reform  in  parliament  and  the  complete 
emancipation  of  tl»j  Catholics. 

Such  was  the  date  of  things  when  Great  Britain,  again  & 
every  rule  of  good  policy,  and  even  of  common  fenfe,  en- 
tered into  the  confederacy  againd  France.  As  it  was  now 
of  the  utmod  importance  that  the  fpirit  of  <}ifcontent  in 

a  1  2  Ireland 
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Ireland  (hould  not  be  fuffered  to  arife  to  difafle&ion,  the  fa-- 
mous  Catholic  Toleration  Bill  was  introduced  into  the  Irilh 
Parliament  in  the  feflion  of  1 793,  under  the  fan£Hon  of  go- 
vernment,  and  on  the  exprefs  recommendation  of  the  fore- 
reign.  This  bill,  in1  its  paflage  through  the  two  houfes, 
was  much  cramped  and  limited  in  its  operation  by  the  fprrit* 
of  bogorry  and  folly  :  when  pafled,  it  was  perceived  ro  fill 
cxtrertiety  ihort  of  its  profefled  object  ;  and  the  Catholics, 
difpleafed'  and  difappointed,  declared  loudly  that  nothing 
lefs  would  fatisfy  them  than  a  complete  emancipation  and 
admifliorr  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  conftitution.  To  this 
claim  the  Englifh  government,  whofe  intentions  refpetKng 
the  Catholics  had  not  been  fulfilled  by  the  late  bill,  appeared 
to  hearken  with  favorable  attention  :  and,  at  theclofe«f 
the  year  17941  earl  Fitzwilliam  was  appointed  lord-Ueote- 
nant  of  Ireland,  with  full  powers,  as  he  himfelf,  and  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Ireland,  urtderftood,  to  carry  the  plan 
ef  emancipation  into  effect. — That  thus  much  might  hate 
been  conceded  with  the  mpft  perfect  fafety,  and  that  the  moll 
beneficial  confequences  would  have  refulted  from  it,  there 
cannot  exift  the  fhadow  of  a  rcafonable  doubt :  and  that  the 
fpirit  of  conciliation  and  of  wifdom  might  have  happily  com- 
promifed  the  remaining  difficulties,  relative  to  parHamenury 
reform  and  the  ecclefiaftical  eftablifhment,  is  fcarcely  more 
problematical.  But  by  fomc  indifcrect  and  premature  difinif- 
fals  from  office,  lord  Fitzwilliam  alarmed  the  whole  bodvrf 
**  king's  friends,"  Tories,  and  «  Swifs  of  State,"  whoweaK 
jnoft  probably  have  conformed  to  any  plan*  however  farof1- 
able  to  liberty  and  liberality  (that  is,  in  other  words,  how- 
ever  contrary  to  their  own  malignant  prejudices  and  incli- 
nations), had  they  been  allowed  to  retain  their  places.  But 
the  immediate  confequence  of  the  too  daring  attack  of  lord 
Fitzwilliam  upon  this  formidable  phalanx  was  <he  peremp- 
tory recall  of  his  lordftiip,  the  re-initatemcnt  of  the  difp'1* 
ced  courtiers,  and  the  grief,  rage,  and  ruin,  of  the  country. 

la* 
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TTiis  virtuous  and  patriotic  nobleman  was  fucceeded  in 

♦the  government  of  Ireland,  as  has  been  already  related,  by 
the  earl  of  Camden ;  under  whofe  difaftrous  admihiftration, 
-difafte&ion  and  oppreflion,  each  operating  alternately  as  the 
efficient  caufe  of  the  other,  were  foon  carried  to  a  mod 
alarming  and  terrible  height.  In  the  month  of  March  1 796 
was  pafled  the  famous  Infurre&ion  A&,  empowering  the 
magistrates  in  any  county  or  diftri&  to  proclaim  it  out  of  the 
king's  peace  ;  and  confequently  to  fubje£t  the  wretched  ih- 
habitants,  at  their  difcretion,  or,  in  other  words,  their  plea- 
fure,  to  military  law,  under  colour  of  which  the  moft  hor- 
rible outrages  were  perpetrated. 

Neverthclefs,  to  the  conclufion  of  that  year,  the  Catholics 
{till  flattered  themfelves  that  a  change  of  fyftem  would  take 
place  in  their  favor  •,  and  when  the  French  attempted  an  in- 
vafion  in  the  month  of  December,  the  whole  kingdom,  Ca- 
tholics and  Proteftants,  forgetting  for  the  time  their  conten- 
tions and  animofities,  difplayed  only  an  emulation  of  ardor 
in  the  national  defence, — as  the  lord-lieutenant  himferf  ac- 

-  knowledged  in  his  official  difpatches.  But  the  patience  and 
forbearance  of  the  Catholics  was  at  length  exhaufted  ;  and 
the  government,  ftill  (hewing  itfelf  proudly  and  obftinately 
hoftile  to  their  humble  claims,  they  fuddenly  and  totally  al- 
tered their  whole  plan  of  policy  ;  and,  in  defpair  of  obtain- 
ing juflice  at  home,  they  entered  into  dark  and  dangerous  in- 

•  tngues  with  the  French  government,  which  in  a  Ihort  time 
matured  into  a  fecret  and  treafonable  confpiracy,  by  the  aid 

.  and  affiftance  of  that  hoftile  power,  to  fubvert  the  exifting 
conftitution  of  their  country,  and  to  diflblve  for  ever  its 
connexion  with  Britain. 

Although  the  impolicy  of  the  Englilh  government  in  raif- 
ing  the  hopes  of  tlie  Irifh  Catholics  to  the  higheft  pitch  by 
the  appointment  of  lord  Fitzwilliam,  and  then  darning  the 
cup  of  expectation  from  their  lips  by  his  fudden  recall,  is 
fo  egregious  as  to  admit  of  no  extenuation,  it  by  no  m*;ans 
follows  that  the  revolt  of  the  Irifti  Catholics,  in  at"hial  cir- 

cumitances, 

■ 

Digitized  by  Google 


486  OBOR-O-E  HI. 

cumflances,  was  to  be  vindicated  upon  any  true  principles 
of  rcafon.    To  whatever  motives  it  might  be  afcribed,  no 
one  could  controvert  the  fact  that  the  prefent  reign  had 
been  to  the  Catholics  a  reign  of  indulgence  and  conccflion. 
By  the  laft  a&  of  toleration,  they  wanted,  comparatively, 
but  little  of  being  reftored  to  the  perfect  enjoyment  of 
civil  liberty ;  and  as  the  current  upon  the  whole  ran  in 
their  favor,  notwithftanding  fome  occafional  and  temporary 
difappointments,  there  Is  good  ground  to  believe  that,  had 
they  conducted  themfdves  with  temper  and  moderation, 
they  would  ultimately  have  fucceeded  in  their  attempts  to 
be  reftored  to  their  rights  as  men  and  citizens  in  their 
fulleft  extents— to  their  political  as  well  as  civil  exiftence. 
After  the  a£t  of  1793         Offered  under  no  pofitive 
oppreuion ;  their  grievances  were  thenceforth  negatived 
oaly:  and  furely  it  is  not  every  error  in  government, 
it  is  not  every  refufal  to  comply  with  a  claim  in  itfclf 
juft  and  equitable,  that  will  juitify  refinance,  or  autho- 
rize an  appeal  to  arms.    Obedience  to'  the  magiftrate  is 
the  general  rule  of  duty  not  to  be  departed  from  but  on 
great  and  extraordinary  occafions,  and  upon  urgent  mo- 
tives, fuch  as  can  never  be  pleaded  in  defence  or  extent** 
ation  of  the  Irifti  revolt  of  1 798. 

And  to  view  this  tranfa&ion  in  another  light,  it  may 
be  pronounced  no  lefs  rafli  and  imprudent  thai)  immoral 
and  unjuft.  The  number  of  thofe  who  had  entered  into 
the  aflbciation  of  United  Irtfhmen,  who  had  fworn  fidelity 
to  the  rules  of  the  inftitution,  and  who  had  been  led  on, 
ftep  by  ftep,  to  engage  in  this  conf piracy  againft  the  go- 
vernment, was  indeed  prodigious  >  but  ftill  the  power  both 
of  the  fword  and  the  puTfe,  that  moft  potent  of  all  com- 
binations, was  in  the  hands  of  the  Proteftants :  and,  in 
cafe  of  neceflity,  the  government  of  Ireland  would,  no 
doubt,  be  fupported  by  the  mighty  force  of  Britain.  The 
Irifh  Catholics  mud  therefore  be  reduced  to  an  abfolute 
dependence  upon  France  in  order  to  eftablifli  their  vifxonary 
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•independency.  But  what  fcenes  of  carnage  and  of  horror 
muft  the  wretched, inhabitants  of  Ireland  witnefs  before 
the  exifting  government  could  be  fubverted  by  the  aid  of 
fuch  anally!  And  even  fuppofing  the  object  itfelf  attained, 
did  the  conduct  of  France  in  other  countries  afford  them 
any  rational  ground  of  expectancy  that  (he  would  a£  upon 
principles  of  equity,  moderation,  and  generofity,  to  Ire- 
land ?  What  had  been  her  policy Jn  Belgium,  in  Lombardy, 
in  Venice?  Even  Holland,  the  only -country  where  the 
French  had  appeared  to  obferve  any  bounds  or  limits  of  mo- 
deration, was  degraded  to  the  rank  of  a  dependent  pro- 
vince i — and  fuch,  no  doubt,  would  have  been  the  fate  of 
Ireland,  had  fhe  fucceedcd  in  her  ^wild  and  romantic  pro- 
oject  of  feparating  herfelf  from  Great  Britain. 

So  early  as  the  year* 794,  the  French  government  had, 
lor  the  purpofe  of  aco^iiring  intelligence,  feat,  <as  an  agent 
into  thefe  kingdoms,  one  Jackibn,  a  native  df  Ireland,  of 
the  clerical  piofetfion,  who  came  to  England  recommended, 
as  far  as  appears,  to  no  other  perfon  than  «  Mr.  Stone, 
merchant,  at  Old-ford  near  London,  whole  'brother,  a 
violent  democrat,  but  a  man  of  fome  parts  and  plauGbility, 
had  a  few  years  before  removed  .to  Paris  in  order  to  enjoy 
the  bleflings  of  French  liberty.  The  ".merchant  Stone,  a 
-mamto  the  laft  degree  weak  and  vain,  received  this  dan- 
gerous friend  "with  much  hofpitaifty,  taking  pains  in  their 
frequent  conferences  upon  the  date  of  affairs,  to  convince 
him  of  the  impolicy  and  impracticability  of  any  attempt 
upon  England :  and  to  corroborate  his  own  opinion,  he 
obtained  from  divers  /highly-refpe&able  perfons,  4o  whom 
he  had  occasional  accefs,  their  verbal  or  written  fentiments 
to  the  fame  effect— boating  in  lofty  terms  the  great  fervice 
he  (hould  be  able,  in  confequence  of  the  communication  he 
held  with  his  brother  in  France,  to  render  to  this  country. 
On  applying,  however,  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  he  received  very 
properly  for  anfwer,  "  that  he  would  neither  receive  any 
information  nor  give  any  opinion ;  and  that  whatever  he 
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had  to  difclofc  ought  to  be  addrefled  to  the  fecretary  of 
(late,  Mr.  Dundas,  who  would  judge  of  the  importance  of 
it." — Upon  the  whole,  Jackfon  being  convinced  that  the 
project  of  an  invafjon  of  England  was  hopelcfs,  repaired 
to  Ireland,  where  he  ftill  continued  his  correfpondence 
with  Stone ;  both  writing  under  feigned  names,  and  in 
terms  of  confidence  which  (hewed,  on  the  part  of  Stone, 
to  fay  the  leaft,  inconceivable  indifcretion.  The  corre- 
fpondence being  intercepted  by  government,  both  Jackfon 
and  Stone  were  in  a  (hort  time  apprehended  on  a  charge 
of  high-treafon j  and  the  former  was  convicted  on  the 
mod  decifrve  evidence.  When  brought  up  for  fentence, 
however,  he  fell  down  fuddenly,  and  expired  before  it 
could  be  pronounced.  Stone,  after  a  long  confinement, 
was  alfo  tried  \  but  the  evidence  being  by  no  means  clear, 
and  his  intentions,  with  refpect  to  England  at  leaft,  ap- 
pearing upon  the  whole  innocent,  and  even  laudable,  he 
was,  by  the  candor  of  the  jury,  acquitted  of  the  treafon 
imputed  to  him,  and  Toon  afterwards  followed  his  brother 
to  France. 

Immediately  on  the  conviction  of  Jackfon,  Mr.  Theobald 
Wolfe  Tone,  accounted  the  original  founder  of  the  fociety 
of  United  Irifhmen,  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan,  and  fome  other 
diftinguifhed  members  of  that  affectation,  who  even  thus 
early  had  formed  deep  defigns  againft  the  exifting  govern- 
ment, thought  it  neceffary  to  abfeond. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1 795  lord  Fitzwil- 
liam  went  over  with  powers  which,  had  he  been  for- 
tunately fuflfered  to  act  upon  them,  would,  beyond  all 
queftion,  have  completely  tranquillifed  the  nation.  On 
his  departure,  things  foon  began  to  wear  a  mod  ferious 
afpect ;  and  the  fociety  of  United  Irifhmen  received  an  im- 
portant acceffion  of  men  of  parts  and  influence  ; — amongft 
others,  the  celebrated  Arthur  O'Connor,  who  had  diftin- 
guiflied  himfelf  as  a  zealous  partizan  of  the  meafures  pro- 
pofed  by  lord  Fitzwilliam ;  Dr.  M'Ncvin,  chairman  of  the 
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Catholic  committee ;  and  Mr.  Oliver  Bond,  an  opulent  mer- 
chant of  Dublin.    The  general  views  of  the  fociety  at  this 
time  feem  to  have  been  lawful  and  juft :  but  thofe  of  the 
leaders  went  certainly  much  farther,  and  very  dangerous 
lengths.    Though  parliamentary  reform,  Catholic  emanci- 
pation, and  the  abolition  of  tythes,  were  ftill  the  profefled 
objects,  they  appeared  from  this  period  to  addrefs  them- 
felves  much  more  to  the  paffions  than  to  the  judgment  of 
the  people  at  large  \  and  to  exert  unwearied  pains  to  dif- 
fufe  opinions  calculated  to  re-kindle  in  all  its.antient  fury 
the  immortal  hatred  between  the  Catholic  and  Proteftant 
feels— reprefenting  to  the  former  the  dreadful  injuries 
inflicted  upon  their  anccftors  by  the  latter,  of  which  the 
Catholics  yet  felt  the  grievous  effect  :  and  it  has  been 
upon  high  authority  affirmed,   that  in  the  province  of 
Leinfter,  the  common  people,  at  firft  averfe  to  the  mca- 
fures  propofed  to  them,  were  terrified  into  an  active  con- 
currence, in*  confequence  of  being  a  flu  red  by  the  emif. 
faries  of  treafon  that  it  was  neceffary  in  their  own  defence, 
as  their  Proteftant  fellow-fubjects  had  entered  into  a  folemn 
league  and  covenant  to  deftroy  them,  having  fworn  to  wade 
up  to  their  knees  in  popifh  blood.* 

At  the  latter  end  of  this  year  a  regular  communication  was 
opened  by  the  leaders  of  the  fociety  and  the  French  Directo- 
ry, through  the  medium  of  Mr.  Wolfe  Tone  and  other  Irifli 
Tefugfces.  And  early  in  the  following  year  a  proportion 
was  received  from  the  French  government,  that  an  army 
(hould  be  fent  over  to  Ireland  to  aflift  in  the  projected  ef- 
fort to  fubvert  the  monarchy,  and  to  feparate  Ireland  from 
the  Britilh  connection.  The  propofition  was  accepted 
by  the  fecrct  committee  of  the  fociety,  which  had  now  ex- 
tended itfelf  over  the  whole  kingdom,  being  regularly  or- 
ganized into  primary  aflembfies,  a  certain  number  of  de- 
legates from  which  compofed  what  they  ftyled  the  baronial 
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com mtttee— whence  a  fecond  delegation  formed  the  county 
committee.  Delegates  in  .the  fame  manner  from  the  county 
committees  conftttuted  the  provincial  committee  i  and  the 
provincial  committees  made  choice  of  five  perfong,  who 
-com po fed  the  national  committee,  ftyling  them fc Ives  the 
Irifh  Executive  Directory,  whofe  orders  were  implicitly 
obeyed  by  the  members  of  the  union  throughout  the  whole 
kingdom. 

In  the  fummer  of  1 796,  lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  brother 
to  the  duke  of  Leisriter,  and  a  zealous  leader  of  the  at- 
fociation,  in  company  with  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  ixxh 
members  of  the  Irifh  Directory,  repaired  -to  the  continent, 
and  proceeding  to  Switzerland,  held  a  conference  near  the 
French  frontier  with  general  Hoche,  in  which  the  plan  of 
the  invafion  was  finally  adjufted.  The  caufes  which  ren- 
dered that  expedition  abortive  h  .ve  been  already  narrated  5 
but  the  loyalty  difplayed  on  that  oecafion  by  the  Iriih 
commonalty  clearly  proves  that  the  Irifh  and  French  Di~ 

difpoGtion  of  the  people  at  this  juncture.  The  Iruth  leaders 
appeared,  however,  extremely  refolute  in  the  profecution 
of  their  criminal  defigna  *  and  the  alliance  with  France 
became,  in  confequence  of  this  failure,  only  die  more 
£rmly  cemented.  One  Lewins  was  nominated  reiident 
xniniftcr  of  the  Irish  republic  at  Paris;  and,  in  the 
fummer  of  1797,  an  ambafTador  extraordinary, Dr. M'Ncvtn, 
a  member  of  the  Iriili  executive  directory,  was  deputed  to 
Fans  to  make  the  neceflary  arrangements  for  a  fecond  in- 
vafion. The  French  government  avoided  returning  any 
definitive  anfwer  till  the  uTue  of  the  negotiation  at  Liflc 
was  determined ;  on  the  rupture  of  which  they  were  lavifh 
in  their  aflurances  of  fpecdy  and  effectual  fupport. 

Two  armaments,  one  from  Holland,  the  other  from 
France,  we»e  deftined  to  (ail  nearly  at  the  fame  time  for 
Ireland ;  but  the  total  defeat  of  the  Dutch  fleet  under  ad- 
miral Dc  Winter  by  lord  Duncan  entirely  difconcerted  this 
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fecond  plan,— the  French  government,  depending  upon  this 
co-operation,  not  chooGng  to  rifque  the  fafety  of  their  own 
fleet  by  permitting  it  to  put  to  fea  from  Breft  after  this  un- 
looked-for dif after.  Thus  the  favorable  moment  was  loft  : 
for  things  were  now  come  to  a  crifis ;  and  the  projeft  of 
infurre&ion,  if  executed  at  all,  could  no  longer  be  deferred. 

Notwithstanding  the  mutual  aflurances  of  regard  and 
fraternity  which  paflcd  between  the  two  directories,  it  is 
certain  that  great  jealouGea  fubfifted  on  the  part  of  Ire- 
land at  lead,  and  not  without  good  reafon,  of  the  fecret 
defigns  of  the  French  government,  which  were  fufpected 
to  aim  at  the  ultimate  fubje&ion  of  the  fider  republic. 
Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  and  other  chiefs  of  the  Irifh 
union,  abfurdly  confident  in  their  own  drength,  were  de- 
Grous  of  limiting  the  afliftance  of  France  to  10,000  men 
and  40,000  ftand  of  arms.  But  the  French,  who  were 
not  deceived  in  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking,  declared 
att  army  of  50,000  men  to  be  requifite  in  order  to  eftablifh 
the  independency  and  liberty  of  Ireland.  They  engaged, 
however,  to  fend  fuch  fuccours  as  circumftances  would 
admit  in  aid  of  the  intended  infurre&ion,  and  which  would 
arrive  in  Ireland  at  the  end  of  April  or  the  beginning  of 
May.# 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1798  a  grand  effort 
was  refolved  upon.  In  the  month  of  February  a  military 
commiflion  was  appointed  by  the  executive  council,  and  in- 
ftru&ions  iflued  to  the  adjutants-general.  Nocturnal  af- 
femblies  were  held  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  where  the 
people  were  trained  to  the  ufe  of  arms.  The  boldeft  de- 
predations were  made,  the  mod  unqualified  menaces  thrown 
out,  and  every  thing  fcemed  to  prefage  the  near  approach 
of  a  dreadful  explofion.  On  the  other  hand,  where  the 
king's  troops  and  the  Orange  volunteer  corps  prevailed,  the 
mod  horrid  barbarities  were  pra£lifed  upon  the  perfons,  and 
the  moft  fhocking  ravages  committed  upon  the  properties,. 
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•of  the  aflbciated  Iriflimen  ;  and  it  feemed  to  be  the  policy 
of  government  to  irritate  and  provoke  them  into  a  prema- 
ture revolt. 

The  earl  of  Moira,  at  this  time  Tefidcnt  in  Ireland,  on 
the  19th  of  February  moved,  in  the  Irifh  houfe  of  peer*, 
an  addrefs  to  the  lord-lieutenant,  befeeching  his  excellency 
«*  to  purfue  fuch  conciliatory  meafures  as  might  allay  the 
apprehenfions,  and  extinguifli  the  difcontents,  Unhappily 
prevalent  in  the  country."    This  was  the  laft  almoft  hope- 
lefs  effort  of  humanity  and  wifdom  to  compofe  the  differ- 
ences, and  heal  the  diftracYions,  of  this  unfortunate  and 
undone  country.    His  lordftiip  recapitulated  thofe  abomi- 
nable  a&s  of  cruelty  and  torture,  flogging,  picketing,  half- 
hanging,  &c.  &c.  by  which  the  confeflion  of  crimes  had, 
•in  innumerable  mftanees,  been  extorted  from  perfons  again  ft 
whom  no  legal  evidence  could  be  adduced,  and  no  reafon- 
able  caufe  even  of  fufpicion  exifted — perfons  who,  unlefs 
under  the  momentary  preflure  of  excruciating  agony,  (till 
perfifted  in  the  avowal  of  their  innocence.    His  lordfhip 
declared  his  intention,  if  his  flatement  of  fa&s  was  denied, 
to  move  for  the  examination  of  witneffes  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe.*    He  admitted  the  probable  exiftence  of  confpiracy 
in  the  kingdom  :  "  but  do  not,"  faid  he,  ««  on  a  loofe 
charge  of  partial  tranfgreffion,  inflict  puniihment  on  a 
whole  community.    The  (late  of  fociety  is  dreadful  in- 
deed, when  the  fafety  of  every  man  is  at  the  mercy  of  a 
fecret  informer;  when  the  cupidity,  the  malevolence,  or 

the 

*  "  Innumerable  arc  the  example*,-*  fay*  a  juftly-celebmed  writer,"  of 
innocent  perfon*,  who,  fro.n  *he  agony  of  torture,  have  conftff  d  themfelve* 
tuilty.    Lives  there  a  man  who,  when  he  rcflcAs  on  fuch  cruelty,  i«  not  _ 
tempted  to  fly  from  focieTy,  and  return  to  hi*  natural  ftateof  independence/ 
The  refult  of  torture  i»  a  matter  of  calculation,  and  depend*  on  the  confu- 
tation, which  differs  in  every  individual-    To^lifcovcr  truth  by  thi«  mctho  I 
is  a  problem  to  be  ref*dved  only  hy  a  mathematician  ;  who,  when  the  force 
t>{  the  mufclt«,  and  the  fenfibility  of  the  nerve*,  of  .in  innocim  perfbu  are 
preeifely  dated,  may  be  required  to  find  the  decree  of  p*io  neccflary  to  make 
him  confefs  hknfclf  guilty  of  a  given  crime." 
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the  erroneous  fufpicions  of  an  individual  are  fufficient  to. 
deftroy  his  neighbour."  His  lordlhip  ftigmatized,  in  the. 
fevereft  terms  of  reproach,  the  culpable  mifconduct  of  mi- 
nifters  in  the  recall  of  lord  Fitzwilliam,  and  the  final  refufal 
of  government  to  concede  to  the  Catholics  thofe  immuni- 
ties which  would  give  them  a  common  intereft  with  their 
countrymen.  With  refpeft  to  the  queftion  of  parlia- 
mentary reform,  though  he  had  himfclf  no  high  idea  of 
ks  practical  benefit,  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  had  a  juft 
claim  to  be  candidly  inveftigated,  and  that  the  general 
voice  of  the  country  ought  to  be  complied  with. 

What  effea  meafures  of  conciliation,  if  adopted  at  this 
late  period,  would  have  produced,  it  is  not  eafy  to  con- 
jecture.   If  they  had  not  cxtinguifhed  the  confpiracy, 
they  would  have  extremely  difconcerted  the  confpirators* 
and  weakened  the  bonds  of  the  aflbciation.    But  there  waa 
as  little  hope  on  the  one  fide  as  fear  on  the  other,  that  any 
fuch  meafures  would  be  adopted.    The  lord-chancellor 
Fitzgibbon,  recently  created  Earl  of  Clare,  ventured  boldly 
to  affert,  "  that  the  fyftem  of  government  had  been  a  fyf- 
tem  of  conciliation ;  that  in  no  place  had  the  experiment 
been  fo  fairly  tried  as  in  Ireland,  and  in  none  had  it  fo 
completely  failed."    His  lordlhip  adduced  ftrong  facts  to 
demon  ft  rate  that  the  object  of  the  United  Society  of  Irifh- 
men  was  to  overthrow  the  government  and  diflblve  the 
Britilh  connc&ion.    "  He  did  not  juftify  the  proceedings 
of  the  Orange-men,  but  he  aflertcd  that  they  were  not  ene- 
mies to  their  country.    He  did  not  approve  the  tortures, 
hurnings,  affaflinations,  and  murderings,  of  which  the  noble 
lord  had  fpoken  ;  but  he  was  compelled  to  obferve,  that 
when  treafon  and  rebellion  make  it  neceffary  to  call  out 
.  the  military,  it  is  not  always  pofliblc  to  reftrain  their  rc- 
fentments." 

The  lord-chancellor  having,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpecch, 
pafled  fome  reflections  on  the  bifhop  of  Down,  who  had 
promoted  a  petition  to  the  king  in  favor  of  conciliatory 
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meafures,  that  prelate,  with  much  firmnels  and  dignity, 
▼indicated  his  character  from  the  illiberal  afperfions  thus 
publicly  thrown  upon  it.  He  acknowledged  M  that  he 
was  a  friend  to  conciliation.  Coercion/'  he  faid,  "  had  been 
tried  long  enough.  With  refpecl  to  Catholic  emancipation* 
he  confidered  it  as  a  matter  of  right,  not  of  faror  j  and  a 
reform  of  parliament  as  an  acl  of  policy,  which  the  (late  of 
the  country  rendered  abfolutely  neccflary  :  and  the  prefent 
calamities  of  the  country  he  afcribed  to  that  mod  impolitic 
and  lamentable  meafure,  the  recall  of  lord  Fitzwilliam/* 
The  motion  of  lord  Moira  was  finally  rejected  by  a  very 
large  majority. 

It  is  a  memorable  circumftance,  that,  nine  days  only 
after  this  debate,  fir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  commander-in- 
chief,  declared  in  public  orders,  «  that  the  very  difgracef ul 
frequency  of  courts-martial,  and  the  many  complaints  of 
irregularities  in  the  conduct  of  the  troops  in  that  kingdom, 
had  too  unfortunately  proved  the  army  to  be  in  a  ftate  of 
licentioufnefs  which  muft  render  it  formidable  to  every  one 
but  the  enemy."  This  able  and  highly-refpe&ed  officer  was 
immediately  fuperfeded  by  general  Lake. 

Early  in  the  new  year,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  one  of  die 
pretended  Executive  Dirc&ory,  leaving  Ireland,  had  arrived 
in  London,  with  an  intention  of  proceeding  to  France  in 
company  with  one  Binns  a  very  active  member  of  the  Cor- 
refponding  Society,  James  0*Coigley  an  Irifti  pried,  and 
two  other  pcrfons  of  the  names  of  Allen  and  Lcary.  Dur- 
ing the  temporary  refidence  of  Mr.  O'Connor  in  London, 
that  gentleman,  and  O'Coigley  the  prieft,  a  man  of  great 
courage,  activity,  and  addrefs,  kept  up  a  confidential  inter- 
courfc  with  the  principal  members  of  the  popular  focieties 
in  London  ;  which,  in  confequence  of  the  fevere  and  impo- 
litic meafures  of  government,  had  gone  on  in  the  ufual  pro- 
greflion,  from  difcontcnt  to  difaffeftion  j  and  the  object 
of  whofe  mofl  daring  leaders,  for  two  years  paft,  had 
avowedly  been  the  eftabli&ment  of  a  Britiih  republic  by 

tic 


Digitized  by  Google 


GEORGE  III.  495 

- 

tbe  afliftance  of  France ;  and  meetings  were  privately  held 
to  concert  the  means  of  procuring  arms  to  enable  them  to 
co-operate  with  the  French  forces  in  cafe  of  an  invafion. 
A  traitorous  cabal  of  this  fort  was  attended  by  (yConnot 
and  &Coigley,  at  an  apartment  in  Furnival's  Inn,  which 
was  the  cuftomary  place  of  refort  with  thofe  who  were  mo  ft 
deeply  engaged  in  the  confpiracy  ;  and  fecret  consultation* 
were  here  carried  on- with  a  view  to  projects  deemed  too 
dangerous  and  defperate  to  be  brought  forward  in  any  of 
the  larger  focieties.    Amongft  thefe  plans,  it  is  pretended, 
was  a  moll  horrid-  one,  for  effecting  a  general  infurredtion 
at  the  fame  moment  in  the  metropolis  and  throughout  the. 
country  ;  and  of  directing  it  to  the  object  of  feizing  or  af- 
kflioating  the  king,  the  royal  family,  and  many  of  the  mem* 
bers  of  both  houfes  of  parliament.    An.  officer  of  fome  ex- 
perience in  his  majefty's  fervice  was  fele&ed  as  their  military 
leader  >  and  though  thefe  plans  were  not  as  yet  fufficiently 
matured  to  warrant  any  prefent  attempt,  the  moft  fanguinc 
hopes  were  entertained  that  the  time  was,  nearly  ripe  for 
meafures  of  open  violence^ 

Attempts  had  been  recently  made,  and  with  much  fuo 
cefo,  to  form*  in,  this  country  a  focietf  of  United  Englifhmen, 
on  the  modetaf  that  of  the  United  Icifh,  and  CCoigley  and 
liinns  were  the  leading  perfons  in  thatdefign.  In  and  about, 
the  town  of  Manchefter  only,  the  auociation  had  extended 
itfelf  to  nalefs  than  eighty  divifions,  containing  from  fifteen 
to  thirty-fix  members  each *,  and  it  was  organized  in  like 
manner  with  that  of  Ireland,  under  the  direction  of  county 
and  provincial  committees,  &c.  the  whole  being  governed 
by  a  fecret  executive  committee,  whofe  orders  were  impli- 
citly obeyed  by  all  the  members  of  the  fociety.  An  affo- 
ciation  of  the  fame  nature  was  alfo  eftabltfhed  in  Scotland  -r 
and  both  of  them  maintained  an  intimate  intercourfe  with 
the  original  correfponding  Society.*  Government 

*  Thefe  particnlar*  are  takrn  from  rhe  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee 
of  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  prcfentcd  by  Mr.  Duadaa,  January  23,  1799. 
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Government  having  received  accurate  intelligence  relative 
to  the  motions  and  defigns  of  O'Connor  and  his  companions, 
on  the  28th  of  May  they  were  taken  into  cuftody  at  Mar- 
gate, in  the  attempt  to  obtain  a  paflage  to  France.  Upon 
the  pried  O'Coigley  was  found  a  paper,  (lyled  an  Addrefs 
from  the  Secret  Committee  of  England  to  the  Executive  Di- 
rectory of  France,  clearly  demonftrating  the  traitorous  views 
of  thofe  concerned  in  the  framing  or  tranfmiffion  of  it  to 
the  French  government.  Being  brought  to  their  trial  at 
Maidftone,  in  a  few  weeks,  O'Coigley  was  capitally  con- 
victed, on  the  evidence  of  the  paper  in  queftion,  of  high- 
treafon,  and  immediately  executed — fuffering  with  heroic 
fortitude,  as  a  victim  in  the  caufe  of  his  country,  the  utmoft 
penalties  of  the  law.  Nothing  beyond  preemptions  appear- 
ing againit  his  companions, — Allen  and  Leary  were,  by  the 
lenity  of  the  Englifh  maxims  of  jurifprudence,  fet  at  liberty ; 
but  O'Connor  and  Binns,  notwithftanding  their  acquittal, 
were  detained  on  another  charge  of  high-treafon,  no  doubt 
on  very  good  grounds,  preferred  againft  them.  The  rank  in 
life  and  connections  of  O'Connor  being  very  diftinguifhed* 
as  the  nephew  and  reputed  heir  of  lord  Longueville, — his 
manners  alfo  being  prepoflefling,  and  his  general  integ- 
rity of  character  unimpeached, — he  had  eafy  introduction 
to  fome  of  the  firft  families  in  England,  chiefly  thofe  con- 
nected with  the  oppofuion  ;  and,  from  a  principle  of  honor, 
cautioufly  and  carefully  concealing  from  them  his  real  de- 
figns, he  was  univerfally  believed  to  have  extended  his  views 
no  farther  than  the  entire  emancipation  of  the  Catholics, 
and  a  radical  reform  of  parliament  upon  the  principles  of 

'  the 

being  itf.  If  founded  on  th?  reports  of  the  government  fpics,  mud  be  received 
with  many  grains  of  allowance.  The  plot  for  aflaffinating  the  king  and 
royal  family,  6cc.  feetm  an  incredible  extravagance,  and  ha,  been  connrmed 
by  no  collateral  evidence.  Ot  the  dif;»ffcclion  of  the  leaders  cf  the  popular 
locictics  at  this  f>fri*t,  however,  there  can  remain  no  reafonablc  doubt.  The 
"  experienced  officci'*  alluded  to,  is  fuppolcd  to  have  been  the  uflfortuatfc 
colonel  D  'fpard.  , 
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the  cohftitutiorh  Several  perfons,  therefore,  of  the  firft 
diftin&ion  and  merit  appeared  at  Maidftone  to  give  evidence 
to  his  character  as,  to  the  bed  of  their  knowledge  and  be- 
lief, a  true  and  loyal  fubjeel,  which  excited  much  temporary 
abufe  and  obloquy  in  the  minifterial  prints. 

The  crifis  was  now  arrived  which  was  to  prove  fatal 
either  to  the  government  or  to  the  confpirators.    In  a  com- 
plicated plan  of  confpiracy,  the  agency  of  many  peribns  muft 
be  employed ;  and,  as  the  plot  ripens  to  maturity,  the  fe- 
eret  of  it  muft  be  gradually  difclofed.    Among  the  perfons 
admitted  to  a  confiderable  fliare  of  confidence,  was  one 
Reynolds,  formerly  a  (ilk  manufacturer  in  Dublin,  but  now 
refident  in  the  county  of  Kildare.    Having  been  fworn  an.' 
United  Irifhman  in  February,!  797,  Reynolds  was  in  the  fol- 
lowing winter  appointed  treafurer  to  the  county,  and  alfo  a 
colonel  in  the  army  of  the  infurgents.    On  the  25th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1 798,  this  loyal  traitor  difclofed  to  a  partizan  of 
government,  of  the  name  of  Cope,  the  nature  and  whole 
extent  of  the  confpiracy,  bting  particularly  careful  not  to 
omit  that  a  meeting  of  delegates  for  the  province  of  Leinfter 
was  fummoned  for  the  1 2th  of  March,  at  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Oliver  Bond,  one  of  the  five  executive  directors.  At  the  day 
and  hour  appointed  for  the  meeting,  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Bond 
was  befet  by  the  officers  of  juftice.    Fourteen  of  the  dele- 
gates, with  their  fecretary,  were  apprehended,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  Dr.  M'Nevin  and  counicllor  Emmett,  both  of 
the  directory,  and  fcveral  other  leading  members  of  the  fo- 
ciety, .  were  taken  into  cuftody 

A  warrant  was  alfo  ifiued  againft  lord  Edward  Fitzge- 
rald but  heefcaped,  and  remained  for  feveral  weeks  con- 
cealed in  the  city  of  Dublin,  but  was  at  length  difcovered 
in  the  houfe  of  one  Murphy,  a  dealer  in  feather3.  On  the 
police  officers  entering  the  room,  the  unhappy  nobleman 
made  a  defperate  but  hopelefs,  and,  againft  men  employed 
in  the  difcharge  of  their  public  duty,  very  improper  defence. 
He  wounded  two  of  the  principals,  Mr.  Juftice  Swan  and 
VOL.  III.  2  K  a  captain 
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a  captain  Ryan,  d  anger  oufly — the  latter,  as  it  proved,  mor- 
tally j  and  was  himfelf  fo  feverely  hurt  in  the  fray,  that, 
the  agitation  of  his  mind  alfo  no  doubt  contributing  tx> 
the  cataftrophe,  he  languifhed  a  few  days  only  before  he  ex- 
pired. His  intentions  appear  to  have  been  upright,  his  views 
difmterefted,  his  courage  heroic  ;  but  he  had  deeply  imbibed 
thofe  fatally-romantic  notions  in  politics  which  are  fo  ill  cal- 
culated to  attain  the  practical  purpofes  at  which  they  profefs 
to  aim. 

Government  received  alfo  full  information  of  the  projects 
of  the  confpirators  from  another  quarter.  A  captain  Arm- 
ftrong,  a  man  of  great  art  and  addrefs,  had  been  inftru&cd  to 
profefs  himfelf  a  convert  to  the  caufe,  to  enter  into  the  foci- 
ety,  and  to  obtain,  by  a  (hew  of  zeal  and  all  the  attentions* 
of  affidutty,  the  confidence  of  the  leaders, — in  all  whicb 
he  fucceeded  to  a  very  great  degree,without  exciting  the  re- 
moter! fufpicion. 

The  whole  body  of  confpirators  being  thrown  into  the 
greateft  confufion  and  confirmation  by  the*  late  arrefts,  and 
the  whole  executive  directory  being  now  in  fecure  cuf- 
tody>  the  government,  on  the  30th  of  March,  publifhcd  a 
proclamation,  flating,  "  that  the  traitorous  confpiracy,  long 
exifting  within  this  kingdom,  had  broken  out  into  a&s  of 
open  rebellion  •,  and  giving  notice  that  the  moll  direct  and 
pofitive  orders  had  been  iffued  to  the  officers  commanding  his 
majefly's  forces  to  employ  them  with  the  utmofl  vigor  and 
decifion  for  the  immediate  fuppreflion  thereof."  And,  on  the 
18th  of  April,  the  internal  diforders  and  diftraclions  of  the 
kingdom  daily  and  almoft  hourly  encreafmg,  major-general 
Duff  gave  public  notice,  u  that  the  lord-lieutenant  and  coun- 
cil had  iflucd  orders  to  him,  to  quarter  troops,  to  prefs 
horfes  and  carriages,  to  demand  forage  and  provifions,  and 
to  hold  courts-martial  for  the  trial  of  offences  of  all  de- 
fcriptions,  civil  and  military."  The  general  concludes  with 
faying,  "  the  people  are  forewarned,  that,  in  cafe  of  inva- 
fion  from  the  French,  if  they  (hould  attempt  to  jom  the 
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enemy,  or  communicate  with  him,  or  join  in  any  infurrec- 
tion,  they  will  be  immediately  put  to  death,  and  their 
houfes  and  properties  deftroyed*  The  general-officers  call 
on  the  people  to  know  why  they  mould  be  lefs  attached  to 
the  government  now  than  they  were  a  year  ago,  when  they 
fkewed  fo  much  loyalty  in  aflifting  his  majefty's  troops  to 
oppofe  the  landing  of  the  French  ?" 

A  new  executive  directory  had  been  appointed  by  the 
provincial  delegates,  among!*  whom  were  two  brothers  of 
the  name  of  Sheares,  by  profeflion  barrifters,  young  men 
of  excellent  talents,  and,  politics  apart,  of  unfullied  repu- 
tation.   To  thefe  new  directors  the  profligate  Armftrong, 
early  in  the  month  of  May,  obtained  an  introduction ;  and 
from  them  he  learned  "  that  a  general  rifmg  mud  imme- 
diately take  place, — that  the  impatience  of  the  people,  fince 
the  criminal  profecutions,  could  no  longer  be  retrained, — 
that  it  was  become  neceflary  to  make  a  great  national  ef- 
fort, and  relinquifli  the  original  plan  of  waiting  for  French 
fuccours."    The  project  propofed  was  to  fcize  the  camp 
of  Loughlinftown,  the  artillery  at  Chapelizod,  and  the 
cattle  of  Dublin,  in  one  night — the  23d  of  May.    It  was 
alfo  planned,  that  a  great  infurrection  (hould  take  place  at 
Cork  at  the  fame  time.    But,  on  the  21ft  of  that  month, 
the  two  brothers,  Henry  and  John  Sheares,  with  fome 
others  of  the  principal  cs#nfpirators,  were  apprehended,  the 
city  and  county  of  Dublin  were  proclaimed  by  the  lord- 
lieutenant  and  council  to  be  in  a  flate  of  infurrection  5  the 
guards  at  the  caftle,  and  all  the  great  objects  of  attack, 
were  trebled ;  and  the  whole  city  was,  in  fact,  converted 
into  a  garrifon. 

By  thefe  precautions  the  metropolis  was  happily  pre- 
ferved  from  becoming  a  fecne  of  blood  and  flaughter ;  but 
on  the  day  prefixed  great  bodies  of  the  infurgents  appeared 
in  arms  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  In  a  difpatch 
from  lord  Camden  to  the  duke  of  Portland,  May  24,  his 
excellency  dates,  "  that  at  half  paft  two  that  morning  a 
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tegular  attack  had  been  made  by  a  rebel  force,  conffifthig 
of  about  a  thou&nd  men,  armed  with  mufquets  and  pikes, 
upon  the  town  of  Naas,  fourteen  mile*  only  from  Dublin, 
but  which  was  repulfed  by  the  Armagh  militia,  4th  dra- 
goon guards,  and  Antient  Britilh  fencibtes,  commanded  by 
lord  Gosford."    Three  of  the  prilbner*  taken  were  imme- 
diately hanged  in  the  public  ftreets,  by  way  of  example. 
— About  the  fame  time  general  Dundas  came  up  with  and 
defeated  a  large  party  of  the  rebels  pofled  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  LifFy,  near  the  hills  of  Kilcullen.    On  the  25th, 
a  body  of  about  400  rebels,  which  had  ventured  to  enter 
Rathfarnham,  a  village  in  the  Vicinity  of  Dublin,  was  en- 
countered by  a  fmall  party  of  dragoons,  and  difperfed  with 
lofty:  their  two  leaders  being  taken,  were  immediately  tried 
by  a  court-martial  and  executed. 

On  the  26th  of  May  another  and  much  larger  divifion  of 
the  rebel  force  was  defeated  at  Tallagh-hill,  about  thirteen 
miles  from  the  metropolis ;  and  nearly  at  die  fame  time 
they  were  repulfed  m  two  different  attacks  on  the  towns 
of  Carlow  and  Kildare — in  all  thefe  actions  lofing  not  lefs 
than  a  thoufand  or  twelve  hundred  men  in  a  very  few  days, 
after  the  commencement  of  hoftilities.    But  their  chief  ef- 
fort was  made  m  the  county  of  Wexford,  where  they  af- 
femblcd  in  great  force  between  the  towns  of  Wexford  and 
Ennifcorthy,  fituated  on  the  rivdr  Slaney;  the  latter  of 
which  places  they  carried  fword  in  hand  on  the  28th  of 
the  fame  month.    It  was  impoflible  for  Wexford  long  to 
hold  out,  and,  on  the  30th,  the  white  flag  was  difplayed, 
and  the  garrifon  furrendered  at  discretion.    A  fcene  of 
horrid  diforder  and  outrage  enfued  on  the  entrance  of  the 
rebels  into  the  town-  The  houfes  of  the  Proteflants  were 
ranfacked^  and  great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  committed 
to  prifon.   Three  gentlemen  of  large  property,  members 
of  the  fociety  of  United  Irifhmcn,  who  had  been  for  fome 
time  pad  in  cuftody,  on  a  charge  of  high-treafon,  were  at 
the  fame  time  liberated,,  and  one  of  them,  Beauchamp 
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J3agenal  Harvey,  nominated  to  the  chief  command  of  the 
rebel  army,  though  in  no  refpcffc  qualified  for  fo  arduous 
an  office. 

Flufhed  with  this  fuccefs,  the  rebels  marched,  under  the 
conduct  of  their  new  general,  June  the  5th,  to  the  attack 
pf  New  Rofs,  where  general  Johnfon,  an  excellent  officer, 
Commanded.  ( With  a  view  to  disorder  the  king's  troops, 
who  did  not  amount  to  3,000  men,  polled  withoutGde 
the  town,  the  rebels  drove  before  them  wkh  their  pikes  a 
vaft  number  of  horfes  and  oxen.  They  had  alfo  fome 
field-pieces  and  howitzers.  The  weight  of  the  rebel  co- 
lumn, after  a  jbrave  refiftance,  forced  the  troops  into  the 
xown,  fortified  only  by  an  old  ruinous  wall.  Here  the 
battle  re-commenced,  and,  after  a  dreadful  carnage,  the 
rebels  were  at  length  compelled  to  retreat  with  great  lofs ; 
though  the  military  were  prevented  by  extreme  fatigue, 
the  action  having  laded  eight  hours,  from  attempting  a 
purfuit.  The  gallant  lord  Mountjoy  was  killed  early  in 
this  engagement,  .fighting  at  the  head  of  his  own  regiment. 
In  revenge  for  this  disappointment,  and  by  way  of  retalia- 
tion for  the  numerous  executions  by  martial  law  which  had 
been  inAi&ed  upon  their  deluded  adherents  in  different 
places,  the  rebel  chiefs  condemned  a  great  number  of  the 
loyalifts  of  Wexford  and  Ennifcorthy  to  death — and  this 

« 

fentence  was  carried  into  effect  a  few  days  after,  with  cir- 
cumftances  of  exceffive  barbarity. 

On  the  9th  of  June  the  rebels  made  an  attempt  upon 
Arklow,  with  as  little  fuccefs  as  the  former  upon  Rofs. 
Their  circumftances  now  became  critical — general  Lake  ad- 
vancing towards  the  feat  of  the  fouthern  rebellion  with  large 
reinforcements.  The  main  body  of  the  rebels,  to  the 
amount  of  1 8  or  20,000  men,  had  taken  an  uncommonly 
(Irong  pofition  within  a  mile  of  Ennifcorthy,  upon  an  emi- 
nence called  Vinegar-hill,  from  which,  had  they  poflefled 
any  (hare  of  military  Ikill,  it  would  have  been  difficult,  if 
not  impracticable,  to  diflodge  them.    A  cordon  of  troops 
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was  gradually  collected  from  different  quarters,  which  al- 
moft  furrounded  the  rebel  ftation.  The  21ft  of  June  was 
deftined  for  the  grand  attack.  A  column,  under  general 
Johnfon,  began  the  fight  by  an  affault  upon  the  town  of 
Ennifcorthy,  fituated  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  Slaney, 
immediately  under  the  hill,  at  the  bafe  of  which  that  beau- 
tiful ftream  flows  in  a  winding  channel.  Three  other  co- 
lumns, under  the  generals  Dundas,  Duff,  and  Needham, 
afcended  the  mountain  in  different  directions.  The  rebels 
maintained  their  ground  obftinately  for  an  hour  and  a  half; 
but,  on  perceiving  the  danger  of  being  furrounded,  they  fled 
with  great  precipitation,  part  of  them  flying  to  the  moun- 
tains of  Wicklow,  and  part  to  the  chain  of  hills  feparating 
the  counties  of  Carlow  and  Wexford.  Being  purfued  with 
vigor,  and  no  quarter  given,  they  fuftained  immenfe  lofs , 
while  of  tjie  king's  troops  the  whole  number  of  killed, 
wounded,  and  prifoners,  was  fomething  lefs  than  a  hundred, 
— a  furprifing.  proof  of  the  fuperiority  of  (kill  and  discipline 
over  mere  unenlightened  courage. 

Wexford  was  evacuated  the  next  day.  General  Lake, 
in  his  public  difpatch  of  that  date,  affirms,  that  general 
Moore  had  entered  the  place  fo  opportunely  as  to  prevent 
it  from  being  laid  in  afhes*,  and,  which  was  Hill  moTe  in- 
terefting,  the  premeditated  maflacre  of  the  remaining  pri- 
foncrs — eighty-fix  perfons  having  been  murdered  by  them 
the  preceding  day,  military  mufic  attending  and  playing  a 
dead  march,  and  their  bodies,  pierced  with  pikes,  thrown 
over  the  bridge.  Other  horrible  cruelties  were  alfo  com- 
mitted by  the  rebels  on  the  Proteftants  of  that  vicinity  i 
and,  previous  to  their  retreat  from  New  Rofs,  it  is  faid, 
in  particular,  that  pofitive  orders  were  iffued  by  one  of 
the  rebel  commanders,  Murphy,  a  prieft,  to  fet  fire  to  a 
larce  barn  at  Scollobo^uc,  fome  miles  diftant,  where  a 
very  confiderablc  number  of  their  prifoners,  including  wo- 
men and  children,  were  confined,  in  order  to  prevent  their 
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cfcapc — and  all  periflied,  amidft  funrounding  (houts  of 
favage  exultation. 

Harvey,  the  rebel  general,  who  had  exprefTed  fome  dis- 
approbation of  thefe  enormities,  was  divefted  of  his  com- 
mand after  the  battle  of  Rofs;  and  their  leaders  were 
chofen  from  the  mod  barbarous  and  bigoted  of  their  own 
fe&.  Having  been  fuffered  to  abfcond,  this  unhappy  man, 
who  faw  and  acknowledged  his  error  when  too  late,  fought 
to  conceal  himfelf  in  a  cave  upon  one  of  the  rocky  iflands 
which  lie  near  the  entrance  of  Wexford-harbour.  But  be- 
ing difcovered,  he  was  immediately  tried  by  a  coutt-mar- 
tial,  and  convicted ;  and  with  divers  other  perfons,  exe- 
cuted June  the  26th,  on  the  bridge  of  Wexford.  On  the 
fame  day  a  large  body  of  the  .rebels,  with  the  bloody  bigot 
father  Murphy  at  their  head,  who  had  efcaped  from  Vine- 
gar-hill, were  defeated  by  general  fir  Charles  Afgill,  at 
Kilconnel, — conGderably  more  than  a  thoufand  men  being 
killed  on  the  fpot,  with  trifling  lofs  on  the  part  of  the  king's 
troops.  Murphy  was  foon  after  taken  in  his  flight,  and 
mod  defervedly  hanged. 

Whatever  might  be  the  fond  and  delufive  hopes  enter- 
tained by  the  comparatively  very  fmall  number  of  rebel 
chieftains,  who*  uninfected  by  the  contagion  of  religious 
phrenfy,  had  embraced  the  new  doctrines  of  liberty,  equa- 
lity, and  univerfal  fraternization,  it  immediately  appeared, 
upon  the  breaking-out  of  this  fanguinary  rebellion,  how 
utterly  unable  they  were  to  inlpirc  the  bulk  of  their  igno- 
rant, ferocious,  and  brutal  followers  with  fentiments  of 
common  humanity,  or  to  reftrain  them  within  the  limits  of 
law,  equity,  or  juftice.  The  generality  of  the  priefts  who 
appeared  openly  in  this  rebellion  took  the  utmoft  pains  to 
diffufe,  as  widely  as  poflible,  the  malignant  fpirit  of  religi- 
ous bigotry  aud  inveterate  animollty  againft  the  Protcflants, 
very  few  of  whom  were  found  in  the  ranks  of  the  rebel  army. 
Thofe  who  had  been  imprudent  enough  to  enter  were 
either  obliged  carefully  to  conceal  their  religion,  cr  fubmit 
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to  be  re-baptized  by  the  priefts,  who  were  continually 
preaching  up,  that,  in  deftroying  heretics,  they  were  per- 
forming a  duty  to  heaven.    Murphy,  one  of  the  mod  popu- 
lar and  profligate  of  this  clafs,  in  a  fermon  delivered  by  him 
after  the  defeat  at  Rofs,  declared,  "  that  thofe  who  were 
killed  in  that  battle  had  fallen  in  confequence  of  their  want 
of  faith— that  this  general  rifing  of  the  Catholics  was 
vifibly  the  work  of  God — that  the  Almighty  had  determined 
the  heretics,  after  having  reigned  fo  many  years,  Ibould  be 
now  extirpated,  and  the  true  Catholic  religion  eftabli^hed/, 
At  the  fuccefsful  attack  at  Three-Rocks,  previous  to  die 
furrender  of  "Wexford,  the  fame  Murphy  marched  at  their 
head,  telling  them  «  not  to  fear  ;  for  if  they  took  up  the 
duft  from  the  roads,  and  threw  it  at  the  king's  troops,  they 
would  fall  dead  before  them."    Many  of  the  priefts  pre- 
tended to  give  charms  to  prevent  the  balls  of  the  foldiery 
from  hurting  them ;  and  fatheT  Roche,  one  of  the  number 
(as  was  believed  by  thefe  poor  credulous  wretches)  did  con- 
ftantly  catch  the 'bullets  that  came  from  his  majefty's  army 
in  his  hand.*    Such  were  the  bafe  materials  with  which  the 
rafli  and  prcfumptuous  leaders  of  this  rebellion  hoped  to 
conftru&,  in  the  room  of  the  exifting  government,  a  pure 
and  perfect  fabric  of  uncontaminated  democracy  !  Certainly, 
a  more  crude,  wild,  and  vifionary  projeel,  never  entered 
into  the  head  or  heart  of  man.  It  mud  not,  however, 
be  fuppofed,  that  the  higher  defcriptions  of  Catholics,  whe- 
ther ecclefiaftical  or  civil,  were  in  any  degree  implicated  in 
this  atrocious  revolt,  and  much  lefs  that  they  approved  of 
the  mode  of  conducting  it.     On  the  contrary,  the  whole 
body  of  the  Catholic  prelacy,  comprehending  the  twenty- 
two  titular  biftiops  and  archbiftiops,  with  the  lords  Fingal, 
Southwell,  Gormanftown,  and  Kenmare,  fir  Edward  Bel- 
lew,  fir  Thomas  Burke,  &c.  &c.  figned  and  publifhed  a 

paper, 

*  Vide  "  Report  of  ihe  lrifc  Houfc  of  Common*"— Alfo  "  Appendix 
to  Jackfon's  Narrative." 
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paper,  containing  a  very  ftrong  difluafive  from  joining  in  the 
rebellion,  and  exhortation  to  all  who  were  concerned  in  it 
to  return  to  their  allegiance, — declaring,  "  that,  by  refuf- 
ing  to  Telinquilh  the  treafonable  plans  in  which  they  arc 
engaged,  they  will  not  only  fubjeft  themfelves  to  the  lofs  of 
life  and  property,  but  throw  on  the  religion,  of  which  they 
profefs  to  be  advocates,  the  mod  indelible  (tain." 

After  the  great  defeat  at  Ennifcorthy,  the  rebels  were 
never  able  to  rally,  or  to  appear  again  in  any  confiderable 
force  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  kingdom.  In  the  north, 
where  general  Nugent  commanded,  the  infurre&ion  became  ^ 
general  throughout  the  counties  of  Down  and  Antrim.  The 
town  of  Antrim  was  for  a  fhort  time  in  thepofleflion  of  the 
iebeh,  but  they  were,  on  the  7th  of  June,  driven  out  of  that 
place  after  a  fharp  engagement  and  cannonade.  In  this  ac- 
tion lord  0*Neil  received  a  dangerous  wound,  of  which  he 
afterwards  died.  On  the  1 2th  of  the  fame  month  their 
main  force,  amounting  at  moll  to  6  or  7,000  men,  was  at- 
tacked and  totally  defeated  at  Ballynahinch.  A  party  of  the 
rebels  alfo  were  repulfed  at  Carrickfcrgus  ;  and,  in  a  (hprt 
time,  the  generality  of  the  infurgents  laid  down  their  arms, 
and  the  tranquillity  of  Ulfter  was  rcftored.* 

Though 

•  "  The  horrible  cruelties,**  fays  a  certain  writer,  zealous  in  the  caufe 
of  government,  *'  exercifed  by  the  great  body  of  the  rebels  in  Leinfter,  on 
the  Protisllants,  foon  alarmed  the  few  DiflTcnters,  confederates  of  the  Romifb 
infurgents  in  the  north.   They  immediately  faw  into  the  real  defign  of  their 
new  allies ;  and  withdrawing  themfelves  from  a  confpiracy,  which  they 
clearly  perceived  would  in  its  fuccefs  be  attended  with  their  own  deftru&iou, 
all  projects  of  rebellion  vanifhed  in  the  province  of  Ulfter.  Rebellion 
there  was  but  partially  entertained ;  it  never  had  very  numerous  partizans  $ 
and  the  flame,  thus  feeble,  was  eafily  quenched,  never  to  be  re-kindled.— 
The  great  ftrength  of  the  rebellion  lay  in  the  province  of  Leinfter.  The 
whole  mafs  of  the  Romilh  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Wicklow,  Wexford, 
Kildare,  and  Carlow,  rofc  at  once.    Many  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent 
counties,  particularly  of  Meath  and  Dublin,  of  the  fame  religious  perfuafion, 
joined  them.    Their  number  in  arms  at  one  time  amounted  to  upwards  of 
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Though  no  diflatisfadtion  was  expreffed  at  the  condud 
t>f  lord  Camden,  it  was  deemed  proper  by  the  Engiifti  ca- 
binet, that,  in  the  exifling  circumftances,  Ireland  (hould  be 
placed  under  the  government  of  a  military  lord-lieutenant, 
who  might,  neverthelefs,  be  of  a  temper  lefs  obdurate  than 
tie  prefent  viceroy  j — and  an  happy  choice  was  made  in  the 
perfon  of  the  marquis  Cornwallis,  who  arrived  in  Dublin  on 
.the  20th  of  June;  and  under  his  aufpice3  the  general  fyftem 
of  government  immediately  changed  to  that  of  moderation 
;ind  lenity.  Some  fevere  examples  were,  however,  deemed 
abfolutely  neceflary  j  and  a  fpecial  commiOion  was,  in  a 
lliort  time,  opened  in  Dublin  for  the  trial  of  the  principal 
delinquents.  At  the  bar  of  this  court  the  brothers, 
John  and  Henry  Sheares ;  M'Can,  fecretary  to  the  provin- 
cial meeting  ;  and  O'Byrnc,  a  noted  member  of  the  United 
Aflbeiation ;  were  all  tried  and  executed.  Mr.  Oliver  Bond 
was  likewife  tried  on  the  23d  of  July,  convicted  and  con- 
demned ;  and  in  his  fate  the  other  confpirators  now  began 
to  rea&and  forefee  their  own. 

The  rebellion  was  by  this  time  apparently  cruflied  :  the 
people  were  every-where  returning  to  their  allegiance,  and 
delivering  up  their  arms.  Their  hopes  from  France  had 
been  miferably  difappointed,  and  nothing  appeared  before 
/their  eyes  but  individual  dcitru&ion,  without  having  ef- 
fected any  one  purpofe  for  which  they  had  aifociated.  In 
thefe  circumftances  it  was  intimated,  on  the  part  of  govern- 
ment, that  if  Mr.  Bond  would  confent  to  give  to  adminiftra- 
tion  all  the  information  of  which  he  was  poffeiTed,  relative  to 
the  late  confpiracy  and  rebellion,  his  fentence  might  be 
commuted  for  that  of  banimmcnt.     This  propoGtion  was 

nobly 

V 

jg.oco  men.  Confiding  in  this  (Irength,  they  did  not  think  it  neceflary  to 
conceal  their  defi^ns  of  extirpating  the  Prntcftants: — the  excifion  of  all  he- 
retics they,  on  the  contrary,  proclaimed  to  he  their  object  and  intention^ 
and  evinced  by  their  actions  the  finccrity  of  thi»  declaration/* 

IX'iocnan'*.  4  Reprfftmtation  of  tU  Foiuual  State  */InM* 
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nobly  reje&ed  by  Bond,  if  his  information  or  evidence 
ihould  endanger  the  life  of  any  man  with  whom  he  was 
connected.  The  mercy  of  government  was  then  extended 
to  all  the  date  prifoners,  including  O'Connor,  Emmctt,  and 
M'Nevin  ;  who  acceded  to  the  terms  offered,  on  condition 
they  mould  be  at  liberty  voluntarily  to  tranfport  themlelvcs 
to  any  country  not  at  war  with  his  majelly,  and  that  no  fur- 
ther profecution  fhould  be  carried  on,  except  againft  a&ual 
murderers,  or  fuch  rebels  as  fhould  hereafter  be  taken  in 
arms.  A  general  amnefty,  with  a  few  exceptions,  was 
foon  after  granted  by  the  chief- governor,  and  confirmed  in 
parliament.  The  fyftem  of  moderation  and  mercy  adopted 
by  this  refpe&able  nobleman  was  peculiarly  feafonable,  and 
attended  with  the  happieft  effects.  Mod  of  the  rebel  corps, 
who  retreated  to  the  mountainous  parts  of  Wexford  and 
Wicklow,  took  the  benefit  of  the  amnefty,  and  laid  down 
their  ams :  thofe  who  ftill  refilled  were  rather  banditti,  who 
confined  themfelves  to  nocturnal  depredations,  than  troops 
in  arms  againft  the  government. 

Thus  was  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  once  more  reduced  to 
peaceable  fubje&ion  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  a 
dangerous  rebellion  cruihed,  which,  had  the  government  of 
the  country  been  previoufly  actuated  by  the  beneficent  fpirit 
of  the  nobleman  who  now  -filled  the  higheft  office  in  it, 
would  never  have  exiftcd. — "  To  hinder  iufurre&ion,"  fays 
a  great  and  juftly-celebrated  writer,  "  by  driving  away  the 
people,  and  to  govern  peaceably  by  having  no  fubjc&s,  is 
an  expedient  that  argues  no  great  profundity  in  politics  :  to 
foften  the  obdurate,  to  convince  the  miftaken,  to  mollify  the 
refentful,  arc  worthy  of  a  ftatefmau  j  but  it  affords  a  le- 
giflator  little  felf-applaufe  to  confider  that  where  there  was 
formerly  an  infurrecYion  there  is  now  a  wildernefs."* 

Contrary  to  the  general  fpirit  of  the  now-prevailing 
fyftem,  and  contrary  alfo,  it  is  probable,  to  the  private  fen- 

timents 

*  Jounson'v  7W  h  tic  UthiJtt 
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timents  of  the  good  and  worthy  chief-governor,  a  bill  wis 
introduced  into  parliament!  which,  at  a  very  late  period  of 
the  fummer,  was  dill  fitting,  for  the  confiscation  and  forfei- 
ture of  the  eftates  of  lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  Bagcnal  Harvey, 
and  Cornelius  Grogan,  a  man  of  large  property,  who  had 
fuffered  in  this  rebellion, — and  finally  paflcd  into  an  ad. 
The  cafe  of  the  former,  who  had  neither  been  tried  nor  con- 
victed, was  deemed  peculiarly  hard.  The  celebrated  advo- 
cate Curran  pleaded  with  great  eloquence  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe  againft  the  bill  of  attainder.  "  Often  have  I,  of  late 
yeara,"  faid  this  great  ornament  of  his  profewon,  "  gone  to 
the  dungeon  of  the  captive,  but  never  yet  to  the  grave  of 
the  deccafed,  to  receive  inftructions  for  his  defence:— Never 
have  I,  till  now,  been  called  upon  to  plead  at  the  trial  of 
the  dead  !  What  might  perhaps  have  admitted  of  eafy  ex- 
planation, during  the  life-time  of  the  accufed,  mufl  now 
be  for  ever  buried  with  him  in  filence.  The  prefent  bill 
convicts  where  proof  is  impoflible,  and  puniflies  where  guilt 
cannot  exift  :  it  confifcates  the  property  of  the  widow,  and 
robs  the  orphan's  cradle.  A  (late  mult  be  reduced  to  the 
loweft  degradation,  when  it  is  driven  to  feek  protection  in 
the  abandonment  of  the  law, — in  that  melancholy  avowal  of 
its  weaknefs  and  its  fears." 

It  is  remarkable,  that  for  the  fpace  of  near  three  weeks  of 
die  month  of  June,  during  which  the  rebels  were  in  pofleifion 
of  Wexford,  and  their  armies  were  in  that  part  of  the  country 
mailers  of  the  field,  no  fupply  of  men,  arms,  ammunition, 
or  (lores  of  any  kind,  arrived  from  France,  although  the  Di- 
rectory had  pofitivcly  engaged  that  an  armament  (hould  fail 
to  their  affiftance  at  the  latter  end  of  April,  or,  at  the  fartheft, 
early  in  the  month  of  May ;  but  when  the  infurrection  was 
completely  quelled,  and  no  profpect  of  fuccefe  remained,  a 
fmall  French  fquadron,  part  of  a  much  larger  force  deftined 
for  the  fame  fervice,  appeared  on  the  coail  of  Con  naught, 
jand,  on  the  2  2d  of  Auguft,  cad  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Kil- 
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lala,  where  the  troops  on  board  difembarked;  and  the  number 
not  being  afcertained,  a  very  great  temporary  alarm  was  ex- 
cited. According  to  the  very  candid  and  interefting  Narra- 
tive publiffied  by  the  bifhop  of  KiJlala  (Dr.  Stock),  the 
French  troops,  who  were  under  the  command  of  a  general 
Humbert,  fecond  in  rank  to  general  Hoche  in  the  expedi- 
tion of  December,  1 796,  to  Bantry-Bay,  conducted  them- 
felves  with  the  mod  exemplary  moderation.  They  were 
foon  joined  by  feveral  thoufands  of  the  Irifh  peafantry,  all 
Catholics;  and  the  French  officers  exprefled  the  utmofl 
chagrin  and  furprife  that  the  Proteftants  continued,  to  a 
man,  firm  in  their  attachment  to  the  government.  The 
epifcopal  palace  was  made  the  head-quarters ;  and  a  green 
flag  was  mounted  over  the  gate,  with  the  famous  inscription  : 
— "  Erin  co  brach  !— Ireland  for  ever  !" 

In  a  few  days  the  invaders,  to  the  number  of  1 100,  leav- 
ing a  fmall  garrifon  at  Killala,  began  their  march,  with  the 
difloyal  natives  whom  they  had  clothed  and  armed,  to  Caf- 
tlebar,  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Mayo.  It  was  with 
*  the  utmoft  difficulty  that  the  barbarous  Irifh  could  be  re- 
ftrained  from  a£ls  of  the  mod  licentious  diforder.  On  the 
27th  general  Humbert  reached  Caftlebar,  where  general 
Lake  was  pofted,  with  a  force  far  fuperior,  to  intercept  him  > 
but,  before  the  weaknefs  of  the  enemy  could  be  afcertained, 
the  Britifh  troops  found  themfelves  attacked  by  furprife ; 
and,  after  a  re fi fiance  not  very  vigorous,  were  compelled 
to  retreat,  with  the  lofs  of  800  men  and  ten  pieces  of  can- 
non. Caftlebar  immediately  funrendered  ;  and  the  French 
were  ftrengthencd  by  many  deferters,  chiefly  from  the  dif- 
ferent regiments  of  militia. 

Lord  Cornwallis  now  determined  to  take  the  field  in  per- 
fbn,  and,  the  general  difaffe£lion  of  the  country  being 
known,  to  proceed  with  the  utmofl  caution  and  vigilance, 
leaving  nothing  to  chance  or  fortune.  After  the  a£lion  at 
Caftlebar  the  French  had  moved,  with  their  whole  force, 
towards  Tuam    but  the  lord-lieutenant,  having  by  this 

time 
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time  collected  a  great  army,  with  which  he  propofed  to  rri* 
clofe  them  on  all  fides,  general  Humbert  was  obliged  to  re- 
turn ;  and,  entertaining  from  the  firft  no  hope  of  ultimate 
fuccefs,  he  made  a  circuitous  march,  in  order  to  afford  the 
natives  an  opportunity  of  efcape,  which  the  far  greater  num- 
ber embraced.    On  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  September, 
the  van-guard  of  the  Britifh  army  came  up  with  the  rear  of 
the  French  at  Ballinamuck ;  and,  after  a  (hort  but  gallant 
refiftance,  tlie  French,  being  fummoned  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  furrendered  at  discretion;  but  the  rebels  who  re- 
mained with  them,  fleeing  in  all  directions,  fuffered  very 
feverely.     When  the  return  of  the  French  prifoners  was 
made,  the  public  were  furprifed  to  find  that  this  formidable 
hoft  amounted  to  no  more,  officers  included,  than  the  con- 
temptible number  of  844.  The  garrifon  left  at  Killala  could 
make  no  effectual  refinance  to  the  force  fent  againft  them  ; 
but  the  natives,  in  conjunction  with  the  French  troops,  de- 
fended the  place  with  great  bravery  ;  and  it  was  at  laft  ta- 
ken fword  in  hand.    The  behaviour  of  colonel  Charoll,  who 
commanded  at  Killala,  was  marked  throughout  by  valor, 
tempered  with  honor  and  humanity.  After  the  re-capture  of 
the  bifhop's  palace,  fuch  was  the  tf'.fcipline  preferved,  that 
not  a  fingle  article  of  private  property  was  found  miffing. 
Even  the  fide-board  of  plate  remained  untouched  ;  and  when 
the  commandant  was  applied  to,  by  a  popifh  priellof  fome 
pretenfions  to  literature,  for  a  prefent  of  books  out  of  the 
bifhop's  library,  he  replied  with  difdain — "  The  bifhop's 
library  is  juft  as  much  his  own  now  as  ever  it  was." 

A  fecond  attempt,  equally  abfurd  and  unaccountable,  was 
made  by  the  French  in  the  following  month  ;  when  a  fqua- 
dron  from  Breft,  confifting  of  one  {hip  of  the  line,  the 
Hoche  of  eighty  guns,  and  eight  frigates,  were  defcried  off 
the  coafl  of  Ulfter  by  admiral  Sir  John  Borlafe  Warren, 
who  commanded  a  fquadron  of  far  fuperior  force  on  that 
ftation.  At  feven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  1  «uh  of 
O&ober  the  action  commenced,  and  at  eleven  the  Hoche, 
after  a  gallant  defence,  ltruck  her  flag.    Six  of  the  frigates 
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were  alfo  captured ;  and  thus  ended  the  projects  of  the 
French  Directory  for  the  conqueft  of  Ireland. 

Amongfl  the  prifoners  taken  in  the  Hoche  was  the  fa- 
mous Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  the  founder  of  the  fociety  of 
United  Iriihmen,  and  the  moft  active  and  able  of  the  agents 
employed  by  them  abroad.  He  was  brought  to  Dublin,  and 
tried  there  by  a  court-martial.  Far  from  attempting  to  deny 
or  extenuate  his  offence,  he  avowed  with  the  moft  heroie 
firmnefs  the  part  he  had  acted,  and  gloried  in  the  treafon  for 
which  he  was  arraigned.  »  Into  the  fervice  of  the  French 
republic,"  faid  this  virtuous  and  high-minded,  however  mis- 
taken, patriot, "  I  originally  entered  with  the  view  of  fcrving 
my  country.  From  that  motive  I  have  encountered  the  toils 
and  terrors  of  the  field  of  battle ;  I  have  braved  the 
dangers  of  the  fea,  covered  with  the  triumphant  fleets  oF 
the  power  I  oppofed  •,  I  have  facrificed  my  profpects  in 
life  ;  I  have  courted  poverty ;  I  have  left  my  wife  un- 
protected, and  my  children  fatherlefs.  After  doing  this, 
for  what  I  thought  a  good  caufe,  it  is  but  little  that  I  die  for 
it.  In  fuch  a  caufe  as  this  fuccefs  is  every  thing.  I  have 
attempted  that  in  which  Wafhington  fucceeded  and  Kofci- 
ufko  failed.  What  awaits  me  I  am  aware  of,  but  I  fcorn 
to  fupplicate  or  to  complain.  Whatever  I  have  written, 
fpoken,  or  acted,  in  relation  to  this  country,  and  its  con- 
nexion with  Great  Britain,  which  I  conceived  to  be  the  bane 
of  its  profperity,  I  here  avow,  and  am  now  ready  to  meet  the 
confequence.  Having  fuftained  an  high  rank  in  the  French 
fervice,  I  only  wifh,  if  the  court  poflefles  fuch  a  difcretion- 
ary  power,  that  they  will  award  me  the  death  of  a  foldier." 
— After  a  long  paufe,  no  doubt  of  involuntary  admiration 
and  regret,  he  was  informed  that  his  requeft  would  be  fub- 
mitted  to  his  Excellency.  Finding,  however,  the  little  pro- 
bability of  fucceeding  in  his  application,  he  terminated  his 
life  in  prifon  by  an  act  of  violence.  As  this  extraordinary 
man  was  the  original  author,  his  trial  might  be  confidered 
alfo  as  the  lad  concluding  fcene,  of  this  fhort  but  bloody 
rebellion,  in  which,  upon  a  moderate  computation,  more 
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than  twenty  thoufand  lives  were  loft,  and  a  great  part  of 
the  kingdom  exhibited  a  horrid  fpectacle  of  mifery  and  de- 
flation. Such  are  the  direful  confequences  of  civil  dif- 
cord  !  and  fuch  the  deplorable  effects  refuking  from  the 
want  in  government  of  that  fubltme  part  of  wifdom  neccf- 
£ary  for  the  conduct  of  great  affairs  ! 

From  this  important  review  of  domeftic.  concerns,  it  is 
requifite  to  transfer  our  attention  to  the  military  and  political 
tranfactions  of  the  continent. 

« 

On  the  departure  of  general  Buonaparte  from  Italy,  in 
November,  1 797,  every  thing  wore  the  face  of  external  tran- 
quillity ;  but  the  interior  agitation  of  Lombardy,  of  Rome, 
of  Naples,  was  ftill  very  great.  Although  the  peace  of 
Tolentino  had  prolonged  the  political  exiftence  of  the  Holy 
See,  it  had  been  left  in  a  ftate  of  extreme  embarraflraent* 
The  counter-revolutionary  hopes  of  the  Roman  pontiff  were 
completely  annihilated  ;  three  of  his  provinces  irremediably 
loll ;  his  coffers  exhaufted  ;  his  fubjects,  labouring  under 
new  and  heavy  oppreilions,  univerfally  difcontented,  and, 
with  few  exceptions,  divided  into  the  two  oppofite  andhoftile 
clafles  of  political  enthufiafts  and  religious  fanatics.  The 
king  of  Spain  had  conceived  great  indignation,  againft  the 
pope  for  rejecting  the  counfels  and  mediation  of  his  am* 
baflador,  the  chevalier  d'Azara,  and  ordered  hrm  to  retire 
to  Florence.  But,  compafhonating  the  misfortunes  of  the 
holy  father,  he,  after  a  fhort  interval,  not  only  permitted 
the  ambaffador  to  return  to  Rome,  but  alfo  fcrit  from  Spain 
a  deputation  of  friendfhip  and  condolence,  confiding  of  the 
cardinal  archbiihop  of  Toledo,  and  the  archbifhops  of  Se- 
ville and  Seleucia. 

Amongft  the  many  fubjects  of  complaint  againft  the  go- 
vernment of  the  pope  was  his  extravagant  fondnefs  for  his 
nephews,  the  cardinal  and  duke  of  Brafchi ;  the  latter  of 
whom  had  long  been  loaded  with  the  fpoils  and  execrations 

of  the  people,  whofe  curfes  were  now  become  loud  as  well 
*    +  * 


Digitized  by 


GEORGF  III.  513 

as  deep.  Infiirre&ionaly  placards  were  ftuck  up  at  his  pa- 
lace i  French  airs  were  fung  in  public ;  and  the  political 
demife  of  the  Holy  See  was  mentioned  without  fcruple,  as 
an  event  which  .might  foon  be  expe&ed  to  take  place,  and 
as  already  in  the  aft  of  receiving  extreme  un8ion.    On  the 
other  hand,  for  all  which  was  wanting  in  efteem  or  affec- 
tion, the  court  of  Rome  endeavoured  to  compenfate  in  fear. 
The  garrifon  of  St.  Angek>  was  augmented — troops  were 
quartered  in  the  city — the  fyftem  of  efpionage  became  uni- 
verfal,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  were  arrefted  and  im- 
prifoned  on  different  grounds  of  fufpicion.  The  pope  him- 
felf  could  not  appear  in  public  without  receiving  marks  of 
the  general  contempt,  not  to  fay  hatred,  entertained  for 
his  perfon  and  government.     In  this  diftra&ed  fituation. 
of  affairs  Jofeph  Buonaparte,  brother  of  the  general,  en- 
tered Rome  as  ambaffador  from  the  French  republic.  The 
conduct  of  this  minuter  is  allowed  by  all  to  have  been  mild 
and  judicious.    In  confequence  of  his  influence  over  the 
papal  counfels,  the  perfons  imprifoned  for  their  political 
opinions  were  releafed  ;  the  Auftrian  general  Provcra  was 
difmifTed  \  and  the  holy  father  recognifed  the  new  Cifalpine 
republic.    Alfo  an  act  of  grace  paffed  for  the  pardon  of  all 
offences.    But  the  ambaffador  difcouraged  in  the  mod  de- 
'crfive  manner  all  the  overtures  made  to  him  for  the  fubver- 
fion  of  the  papal  government. — Neverthelefs,  on  the  28th 
of  December,  a  popular  infurre&ion  tool*  place/,  and  the 
infurgents  entering  forcibly  into  the  courts  of  the  ambaffa- 
dor's  palace,  made  them  re-echo  with  the  cry  of  The  Roman 
republic  !  and  The  Roman  people  ! — demanding  the  aid  of 
the  French  in  order  to  affure  their  liberty.    The  ambaffa- 
dor appearing  with  the  infignia  of  his  office,  attended  by 
the  generals  Duphot  and  Sherlock,  remonitrated  with  the 
infurgents  on  the  folly  and  rafhnefs  of  their  conduct,  and 
commanded  them  forthwith  to  difperfe.    In  the  mean  time 
an  armed  force,  fent  by  the  governor  of  the  city,  arrived  at 
the  pa'ace,  and  a  party  of  cavalry  difcharged  their  carbines 
vol.  in.  2  l  upon 
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upon  the  infurgents.  M.  Buonaparte,  immediately  advance 
ing,  demanded  by  what  authority  they  had  violated  hi* 
jurifdidion  ?  when  a  fecond  difcharge  killed  feveral  perfbns 
in  the  rear  of  the  arabaflador  and  his  train.  The  French 
minifter  now  conjured  the  foldiery  to  withdraw ;  engaging 
that  the  delinquents  (hould  be  delivered  up  and  punifhccL 
Regardlefs  of  this  re  pre  fen  tat  ion,  they  were  preparing  for 
another  difcharge,  which  general  Duphot  ruining  forward 
to  prevent,  a  fcenc  of  the  greateft  confufion  enfued,  and 
the  general  was  mortally  wounded  by  a  fufiker,  who  fired 
the  contents  of  his  mufquet  into  his  body.  The  ambaf- 
fador  immediately  retreated,  not  without  hazard  and  dif- 
ficulty, through  a  private  pafFage,  into  the  gardens  of  his 
palace,  the  courts  of  which  were  now  ftrewed  with  the 
killed  and  wounded  bodies  of  the  infurgents. 

In  corifequence  of  this  atrocious  outrage  the  French 
minifter  withdrew  with  indignation  from  Rome,  and  re- 
tired to  Florence.  ,  The  holy  father,  who  was  faid  to  be 
ignorant  of  the  whole  tranfacTion,  after  imploring  in  vain 
the  mediation  of  the  chevalier  d'Azara,  ordered  his  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate,  cardinal  Doria,  to  write  to  the  marquis  Ma- 
fimi,  the  Roman  minifter  at  Paris,  in  the  following  terms : 
€*  You  muft  not  offer  any  fatisfaction  for  this  event,  which 
has  rendered  the  holy  father  and  all  of  us  inconfolable ;  but 
you  muft  entreat  the  Directory  to  point  out  what  fat  is  fac- 
tion they  require.  To  alk  it  and  to  obtain  it  lhall  be  the 
fame  thing." 

On  the  17th  of  January,  1798,  before  any  anfwer  could 
be  returned,  the  pope  appointed  a  folemn  proceflion  of  the 
three  moft  celebrated  relics  in  Rome ;  and  in  the  procla- 
mation publifhed  on  this  occafioh,  the  pontiff  thus  cxprefled 
and  cxpofod  his  weaknefs  : — "  Your  faith  (hall  be  animated 
by  the  fight  of  facred  and  holy  objects,  which  the  clergy 
(hall  conduct  with  devout  pomp  through  the  ftreets  to 
St.  Peter's,  cxpofing  to  public  veneration  for  feveral  days 
on  the  high  altar  the  venerable,  moft  anticnt,  and  wonder- 
ful 
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ful  portrait  of  the  moft  holy  Saviour — alfo  the  miraculous 
picture  of  the  Santa  Maria  in  portico — and  the  facred  chains 
wherewith  the  princd  of  the  apoftles  was  fettered.    To  any 
one,  who  in  the  aforefaid  days  (hall  vifit  St.  Peter's,  recit- 
ing before  the  above-mentioned  facred  monuments  the 
prayer  beginning  Ante  oculos  tuos>  Domine  !         or,  in  lieu 
of  it,  will  repeat  ten  times  the  Pater-nofter  and  the  Ave 
Maria,  praying  as  above,  his  holinefs  grants  for  each  time, 
in  each  day,  an  indulgence  for  ten  years  and  forty  days."* 
Previous  to  the  procefiion  the  ftreets  were  ftrewed  with 
flowers  and  myrtles f  all  the  religious  orders,  in  their  re- 
fpe&ive  habits,  and  the  cardinals,  followed,  with  an  im- 
menfe  concourfe  of  people,  many  of  the  firft  diftin&ion, 
bare-foot.    Thefe  ineftimable  relics  remained  for  three 
Weeks  on  the  high  altar  of  St.  Peter's,  and  Were  then  ex*, 
hibited  in  the  churches  of  Santa  Maria  Maggiore  and 
St.  Giovanni  in  Laterarto.    During  this  interval  Rome  ap- 
peared particularly  gay,  all  perfons  being  drefled  in  their 
richeft  habiliments  j  fo  that  the  city  had  rather  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  carnival  than  of  a  mourning  penance  to  avert 
its  fall.f 

Meanwhile  the  French  and  Cifalpine  armies  were  advanc- 
ing with  rapid  fteps  under  the  command  of  general  fierthier. 
The  march  was  nothing  more  than  a  military  procefiion , 

2L  2  for 

1 

*  The  portrait  of  the  moft  holy  Saviour  here  mentioned,  and  fuppofed 
to  have  been  painted  by  fupernatural  agency,  was  known  by  the  appellation 
of  //  Santo  V»lto.  It  had  not  been  publickly  exhibited  fincc  the  year  1 709, 
after  a  terrible  earthquake. 

f  Vid*  «  Narrative  of  Duppa.'  It  is  impoffible  to  read  the  papal  pro- 
clamation upon  this  occafion  without  emotions  of  indignant  contempt. 
««  The  nation*  of  Europe,"  fays  Mr.  Burke,  (Regicide  Peace)  **  have  the 
very  fame  Chridian  religion,  agreeing  in  the  fundamental  parts,  varying  a 
litrJe  in  the  ceremonies  and  in  the  fubordinate  do&rincs."  ft  might  certain* 
If  with  as  much  plauGbility  be  affirmed,  that  the  profeflbrs  of  rational  and 
genuine  Chriftianity  agree  with  the  Mufti  of  Conftantinople,  or  the  Grand 
Lama  of  Tartary,  in  their  religion,  as  with  the  pope  of  Rome,  whofe 
claims  are  indeed  the  moft  impious  and  impudent  of  the  three. 
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for  where  no  refinance  was  offered,  no  force  was  neceffary 
to  be  exerted.  On  his  entrance  into  Rome,  February  10th, 
the  general  declared,  by  a  proclamation,  that  he  came  to 
punifh  the  murderers  of  Duphot,  and  that  the  people  of 
Rome  mould  find  in  the  French  army  protectors  and  friends. 
This  language  was  no  longer  calculated  to  deceive.  The 
caftle  of  St.  Angelo  was  immediately  fummoned  ;  and  the 
pope  and  cardinals,  who  had  there  taken  refuge,  furren- 
dered  at  difcretion  ;  three  only  having  previoufly  provided 
for  their  efcape— the  cardinal  nephew  Brafchi,  York,  and 
Albani. 

On  the  15th  of  the  fame  month,  the  people  of  Rome, 
or  that  part  of  them  at  lead  which  had  imbibed  the  revo- 
lutionary fpirit,  made  a  general  infurrecYionary  movement, 
unattended,  however,  with  a&s  of  violence,  and  proceeded 
to  plant  the  tree  of  liberty  in  the  Capitol.    Till  this  mo- 
ment, general  Berthier  had  chofen  to  remain  with  his  army 
encamped  without  the  walls  of  the  city.    As  a  lad  effort, 
the  pontiff  fent  a  deputation  at  this  crifis  to  the  general, 
offering  provinces  upon  provinces,  and  millions  upon  mil- 
lions, with  the  utmoft  profufion,  as  the  price  of  his  politi- 
cal restoration :  but  the  general  refufed  with  diidain  to 
receive  any  deputation  or  meffage  but  from  the  Roman 
people.    Intelligence  of  the  late  glorious  event  being  re- 
ceived nearly  at  the  fame  time,  the  general  accepted  the 
invitation  given  him  to  accompany  the  people  in  folemn  pro- 
ceffion  to  the  Capitol,  to  fan&ion,  by  his  prefence,  the  re- 
volution which  had  taken  place.    Preceded  by  military 
mufic  and  detachments  of  horfe  and  foot,  general  Berthier 
accordingly  traverfed  Rome  amidft  an  immenfe  crowd  of 
people,  gazing  with  anxious  curiofity,  and  ftill  uncertain  of 
their  fate. 

The  reftoration  of  the  Roman  republic  being  formally 
proclaimed,  the  general  made  the  following  fpeech  :— 
«  Manes  of  Cato,  of  Pompey,  and  of  Brutus  !  of  Cicero, 
and  of  Hortenfius  !  accept  the  homage  of  the  French  !  be- 
come 
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«mc  free  in  the  Capitol  where  you  have  fo  often  defended 
the  rights  of  the  people,  and  added  new  glories  to  the 
Roman  republic  !  The  defcendants  of  the  Gauls,  with  the 
olive  in  their  hand,  now  repair  to  this  auguft  fpot  to  re- 
eftablilh  the  altars  of  liberty  ereded  by  the  Elder  Brutus. 
— And  you,  people  of  Rome!  who  have  regained  your 
lawful  rights,  call  to  remembrance  the  monuments  of  glory 
that  furround  you  * — refume  your  antient  greatnefs,  and 
emulate  the  virtues  of  your  anceftors  !" 

Inftead  of  loud  acclamations,  as  might  have  been  ex- 
peeled,  this  fpeech,  and  the  proclamation  which  preceded 
it,  were  heard  in  profound  filence. 

During  this  ceremony  the  pope  was  celebrating  mafs 
in  the  Siftine  chapel,  it  being  the  anniverfary  of  his  accef- 
(ion  ;  in  the  midft  of  which  Hailer,  the  French  commiflary 
general,  entered  the  chapel,  and  announced  to  the  fove- 
reign  pontiff  that  his  reign  was  at  an  end.  A  provifional 
government  was  fubftituted,  under  the  popular  appella- 
tion of  a  confulate,  confifting  of  fix  members — of  which 
Rigault,  a  lawyer  of  eminence,  was  named  prefident.  The 
prefence  of  the  holy  father  was  judged  by  the  newly-erected 
government  to  be  incompatible  with  the  tranquillity  of  the 
Hate.  Early  therefore  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  of 
February  he  left  Rome,  and  foon  after  arrived  at  Sienna, 
where  he  was  received  into  the  monaftery  of  St.  Barbe— 
the  monks  forrowfully  welcoming  him  at  their  gates,  and 
offering  all  that  their  convent  could  beftow,  to  confole  him 
for  his  fallen  honors.  On  the  26th  he  reached  Florence, 
retiring  to  a  Carthufian  convent  within  two  miles  of  that 
city;  where  he  feemed,  in  a  beautiful  and  fequeftered  re- 
fidence,  to  forget  his  misfortunes ;  and  found  in  his  folitude 
an  unwonted  and  dignified  tranquillity,  which  commanded 
refpeft,  and  even  approached  to  happinefs.  Nor  could  it 
be  deemed  wonderful,  however  exceptionable  fome  parts 
of  his  conduct,  that  he  was  unable  to  weather  the  ftorm, 

in 
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in  which  the  bark  of  St.  Peter  would  have  funk  with  a 
pilot  much  abler  than  himfclf. 

The  temporal  power  entrufted  by  the  French  general  to 
the  provifionary  government  was  at  length  confirmed 
by  a  regular  conftitution,  made  at  Paris,  on  the  mo- 
del of  the  French  j  but  in  which  the  names  of  con- 
fuls,  fenate,  tribunes,  quaeftors,  and  other  claflic  titles, 
fuperfeded  the  vulgar  appellations  of  commiffioners  and 
councils.  But  the  real  power  was,  under  this  fpecious  veil 
of  liberty,  vefted  in  the  French  commander,  to  whom  an 
exprefs  claufe  of  the  new  conftitution  allowed  a  veto  in  the 
formation  of  laws  for  ten  years. 

By  the  thoughtlefs  prodigality  of  the  papal  government, 
and  the  recent  exactions  of  the  French,  every  legitimate 
fource  of  wealth  was  cxhaufted :  recourfe  was  therefore  had, 
without  hefitation,  by  the  protestors  of  the  new  republic, 
to  every  fpecies  of  pillage  and  plunder.  The  Vatican  and 
Quirinal  palaces  were  ft  ripped  of  the  rich  and  coftly  furni- 
ture— and  the  former  even  of  a  great  part  of  its  literary 
treafures :  alfo  thofe  at  Monte  Cavallo,  Terracina,  and 
Caftel  Gandolfo.  The  facerdotal  veftments  of  the  Siftine, 
Pauline,  and  otKer  pontifical  chapels,  were  burnt  for  the 
gold  and  filver  of  the  embroidery.  And  this  fyftem  of  de- 
vaftation  extended  to  the  generality  of  the  churches,  and 
fome  noble  manfions  of  obnoxious  individual*.  The  Vilb 
Albani  in  particular,  unrivalled  for  exquifite  works  of  art 
and  the  beauty  of  its  fituation  and  architecture,  was  laid 
in  ruins — a  melancholy  monument  of  the  Vandalifm  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  Yet  was  the  conduct  of  the  French 
troops,  both  officers  and  men,  to  the  inhabitants  in  general, 
orderly  and  exemplary ;  and  private  property  and  perfonal 
liberty  were  rcfpe&ed  in  a  degree  which  feems  fcarcely 
compatible  with  their  public  rapacity.  And  in  the  fyftem 
of  police  now  enforced  a  ftriking  contraft  was  exhibited  to 
the  feeble  yet  direful  dominion  of  Pius  VI.  under  whofe 
reign  each  individual  became  the  arbiter  of  his  own  wrong, 
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and  in  whofe  pontificate  it  was  reckoned  that  18,000  per- 
fons  were  murdered  in  public  and  private  quarrels  in  the 
ccclefiaftical  ftate  alone. 

On  the  20th  of  March  the  ceremony  of  the  inauguration 
of  the  new  government  was  performed  in  the  middle  of  the 
great  piazza  of  St.  Peter's,  fht  confute,  ftretching  out 
their  hands  over  the  altar  there  erected,  fwore  eternal  hatred 
to  monarchy,  and  fidelity  to  the  republic.  This  folemn 
tranfa&ion  was  accompanied  with  bands  of  mufic  and  the 
firing  of  cannon,  and  at  night  the  dome  of  St.  Peter's  was 
illuminated :  but  there  was  no  fhouting,  no  voluntary  marks 
either  of  approbation  or  disapprobation.  The  people  of 
Rome  had  loft  every  idea  of  liberty,  and  appeared  to  re- 
gard themfelves  as  mere  fpetlators  of  the  fcene,  and  to  feel 
no  emotion  beyond  that  of  ft  up  id  and  ignorant  furprife.* 

The  next  victim  Tingled  out  by  the  rapacity  of  the  direc- 
torial  government  of  France  was  the  antient  and  celebrated 
republic  of  the  Helvetic  confederacy.  The  name  of  Swit- 
zerland cannot  be  pronounced  without  emotion  by  thofc 
who  have  witneffed  the  happy  effects  of  the  rude  and  im- 
perfect fyftem  of  liberty  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  of  this 
fecluded  country,  when  compared  with  the  oppreflion  and 
mifery  refulting  from  the  horrid  defpotifm  by  which  (he 
was  every-where  furrounded :  "  La  habitc,"  fays  an  ele- 
gant writer,  M.  de  Mehegan,  "  d'un  peuple  fimple,  bien- 
faifant,  brave,  ennemi  du  fafte,  ami  du  travail,  ne  cher- 
chant  point  d'efclaves,  et  ne  voulant  point  des  maitres." 

On  a  furvey  of  the  conftitutions  of  the  feveral  ftates 
which  compofed  the  Helvetic  union,  itfelf  founded  on  the 
right  of  refinance  to  tyranny,  it  muft  excite  no  little  fur- 
prife to  find  that  the  government  of  the  greater  cantons, 
whether  Catholic  or  Protcftant,  was  that  of  ariftocracy, 
tempered  and  moderated  indeed  by  a  partial  reprefentaticn 
at  Zurich  5  but  at  Berne,  Lucerne,  Friburg,  and  Soleure, 

without 
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without  the  fmalieft  mixture  of  democracy.  On  the  other 
hand  it  is  equally  remarkable,  that  the  (mailer  cantons, 
Glaris,  Schweitz,  Underwalden,  Appenzel,  Uri,  and  Zug, 
were  democratic,  without  the  flighted  mixture  of  ariftc- 
cracy— Bafle  and  Schaffhaufen  alone  of  this  clafs  incli- 
ning to  the  conftitution  of  Zurich.  In  the  cantons  purely 
democratic  the  inhabitants  at  large  met  annually  in  an  open 
field  or  plain  to  choofe  their  magiftrates  ;  and  the  queftioa 
was  then  put  publicly  to  them,  whether  they  chofe  to  con- 
tinue for  another  year  the  laws  of  their  canton  ? 

This  political  intermixture  of  the  different  cantons  was. 
extremely  conducive  to  the  happinefs  of  the  whole  :  and 
although  the  governments  of  the  greater  cantons  were  in 
themfelves  unfavourable,,  the  eftablifhed  laws,  manners, 
and  cufloms  of  the  country,  were  decidedly  favorable  to 
civil  freedom.  The  ariftocratical  canton  of  Berne  in  parti- 
cular,  by  far  the  largeft  and  mod  powerful  of  the  union, 
governing  its  fubje&s  with  paternal  mildnefs  and  wifdom, 
the  general  effeft  produced  was  the  public  happinefs  j  an4 
the  people  felt  themfelves  feeure  in  pcrfon  and  in  property. 
They  were  therefore  content  and  fatisfied,  wilhing  not  for 
changes,'  nor  thinking  of  reforms.  The  juft  and  moderate 
fpirit  of  government,  by  gaining  the  affc&ions  of  the  peo- 
ple, (lengthened  the  barriers  of  their  own  authority,  and 
ereaed  the  image  of  a  free  conftitution  on  the  incongruous 
bafis  of  political  defpotifm.  «  The  magiftrates  of  Berne," 
fays  a  celebrated  writer,  «  muj}  reign  with  prudence  and 
equity,  fince  they  are  uuarmed  in  the  midft  of  an  armed 
nation."  * 

At  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolution  the  at- 
tention of  all  countries,  and  particularly  of  thofe  which 
bordered  upon  Trance,  were  turned  to  the  fubjeft  of  go- 
vernment *,  and  in  Switzerland  above  all  others— the  inha-i 
bitants  of  which  were  aftonifhed  on  reflection,  to  find  that 
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they  had  fo  long  fubmitted,  and  fo  tamely,  to  fuch  defec- 
tive forms  of  government.  The  ariftocracy  of  Berne  now 
began  to  feel  its  own  weaknefs ;  but,  far  from  introducing 
fome  voluntary  and  feafonable  melioration  of  their  own 
defpotic  conflitution,  they  exerted  every  poflible  effort  to 
crufli  in  their  birth  thofe  new  principles  of  liberty  which, 
however  abufed  in  practice,  mu(l  ever  be  acknowledged  in 
theory  beautiful  and  juft.  "  It  is  certain,"  fays  a  writer 
of  great  authority  on  this  point,  "  that  the  republic  of 
Berne  thinks  itfelf  obliged  to  a  vigilance  next  to  hoftile, 
and  to  imprifon  or  expel  all  the  French  whom  they  find  in 
their  territories."*  This  being  the  cafe,  it  would  naturally 
follow  that  the  French  government  muft  regard  that  of 
Berne  with  an  eye  no  lefs  jealous  and  refentful ;  and 
fymptoms  of  this  reciprocal  animofity  in  a  very  fhort  time 
began  to  manifeft  themfelves. 

In  the  autumn  of  1789  feverai  literary  and  fcicntiflc  fo- 
cieties  eftablifhed  at  Berne,  Laufanne,  Bafle,  &c.  tranfmit- 
ted  congratulatory  addrcfTes  to  the  French  Convention  upon 
the  attainment  of  the  national  liberty :  and  in  the  fimilar 
focieties  of  Zurich  and  Lucerne  a  very  revolutionary  fpirk 
early  difplayed  itfelf,  which  required  the  utmoft  wifdom  to 
regulate,  as  it  was  impoflible  in  the  nature  of  things  it 
could  in  the  actual  circumftanccs  be  extinguiflied.  They 
had  recently  feen  the  natural  and  unalienable  rights  of  man 
formally  and  publicly  rccognifed  by  the  molt  powerful 
nation  upon  earth — a  nation  with  which  their  own  was 
clofely  connected  by  contiguity  and  alliance  ;  and,  as  is 
forcibly  obferved  by  a  celebrated  writer,  "  the  formal  re- 
cognition by  the  fovcrcign  power  of  an  original  right  in  the 
fubjetl.  can  never  be  fubverted,  but  by  rooting  up  the 
radical  principles  of  government,  and  even  of  focufy  it- 
felf."! 

•  BurkcS  Memorial  on  the  State  of  Affairs,  1791. 
f  Bute's  Speech  on  the  India  Bill. 
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In  no  part  of  the  Helvetic  territory  had  the  revolution* 
ary  principles  of  France  made  greater  progrefs  than  in  the 
Pays-de-Vaud,  a  diftrift  fubjea  to  the  government  of 
Berne  :  Laufanne,  the  capital  of  this  delightful  province, 
being  the  chief  refort  of  intelligent  ftrangers,  and  famous 
for  the  liberality  and  urbanity  of  its  inhabitants.  On  the  14th 
of  July,  1 79 1 ,  the  anniverfary  of  the  French  revolution  was 
commemorated  with  great  demonft rations  of  joy  all  over 
the  Pays-de-Vaud  and  the  neighbouring  diftri&s  :  patriotic 
toafts  were  drunk,  French  airs  were  fung,  and  the  enfigns 
of  liberty  paraded  with  univerfal  acclamation.  The  govern- 
ment of  Berne,  which  trembled  with  rage  and  fear  at  the 
rapid  diffufion  of  thefe  fentiments,  now  at  laft,  in  an  evil 
hour,  refolved  to  interpofe  its  fovereign  authority,  in  order 
to  counteract  this  great  and  growing  mifchief.  A  fpecial 
tribunal  was  fent  into  the  Pays-de-Vaud,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  2,^00  foldiers,  commanded  by  general  d'Erlach, 
well  known  as  an  high  and  arbitrary  ariftocrat,  with  fifteen 
pieces  of  cannon.  The  troops  took  up  their  refidence  at 
Laufanne — the  church  of  St.  Francis,  the  hofpital,  the  col* 
lege,  and  the  public  granaries,  being  all  turned  into  barracks. 
In  order  to  ftrike  terror  into  the  inhabitants,  two  cannons, 
with  lighted  matches,  were  planted  in  the  market-place. 
Other  troops  were  Rationed  in  different  parts  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  the  whole  country  was  laid  under  niilitary  fub- 
je&ion. 

The  high  court  having  opened  its  commiiTion,  two  of 
the  principal  citizens,  Rofei  and  Muller  de  la  Mothe,  were 
tried,  and  fentenced  to  no  lefs  than  twenty-five  years'  im- 
prifonment  to  the  dungeons  of  Meudon.  Others  to  in- 
ferior penalties.  But  the  profecution  which,  beyond  all 
others,  excited  the  greateft  aftonilhment  and  indignation 
was  that  of  M.  de  la  Harpe,  baron  of  Yens,  a  man  of  the 
firft  property  and  influence  in  the  province,  whofe  talents 
were  of  the  higheft  clafs,  and  whofe  character  was  fuch  as 
made  him  the  obied  of  univerfal  elleem  and  reverence. 
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This  diftinguifhed  pcrfon,  finding  that  it  was  intended  to 
proceed  againft  him  witli  great  feverity,  and  for  no  other 
offence  than  that  of  having  joined  confpicuoufly  in  the  ce- 
lebration of  the  late  anniverfary,  feafonably  withdrew  to 
Geneva,  whence  he  wrote  to  the  judges  of  the  new  tribu- 
nal, "  that  having  received  the  moft  prefling  warnings  of 
his  danger,  he  had  thought  it  neceflary  to  take  this  ftep  ; 
but  that  he  was  ready  to  appear  before  the  court  as  foon 
as  he  had  fatisfa&ory  a  durance  that  his  cafe  would  be  im- 
partially inveftigated."    After  being  twice* fummoned,  he 
was,  on  his  non-appearance,  accufed  of  high  trcafon  ;  and, 
being  condemned  by  the  court,  he  was  fentenced  to  be  be- 
headed, and  his  property  was  confifcatcd  to  the  benefit  of 
/the  (late.    Such  were  the  meafures  adopted  by  the  govern^ 
ment  of  Perne,  and  enforced  by  otherc  of  a  like  tendency 
in  the  other  ariftocratic  cantons,  to  demon  Urate  how  ill- 
founded  were  the  ideas  of  thofe  who  aimed  at  a  melioration 
of  the  exifting  conftitution  of  Switzerland.  In  April,  1792, 
the  celebrated  Gibbon  returning  to  Laufanne,  after  a  tem- 
porary and  not  very  long  ab/euce,  fays,  "  I  never  knew 
any  place  fo  much  changed  as  Laufanne.    Some  are  taken 
up,  feveral  are  fled,  many  more  are  fufpe&ed  and  fufpi- 
cious.    All  are  filent  5  but  it  is  the  filence  of  fear  and  dif- 
content." 

The  virtuous  and  gallant  La  Harpe,  thus  cad  off  by  his 
country,  of  which  he  was  the  ornament,  and  would  have 
been,  if  needful,  the  defender,  retired  into  France,  and 
obtained  an  honorable  command  in  the  French  army,  dif- 
tinguilhing  himfelf  in  the  courfc  of  five  fucccflive  years  no 
lefs  by  his  conduct  than  his  courage.  He  fell  in  the  fpring 
of  1 796,  at  an  early  period  of  the-  firft  Italian  campaign  of 
Buonaparte.  His  death  overwhelmed  the  army  witli  the 
deepeft  forrow  ;  and  the  conqueror  of  Italy,  in  his  relation 
of  it  to  the  Directory,  declared  "  that  the  republic  had  loft 
one  of  its  moft  faithful  citizens  and  braveft  generals,  ami 
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every  foldier  a  comrade,  who  was  as  bold  in  the  a&ion  as 
he  was  in  difcipline  fevere." 

Not  with  (landing  the  meafures  of  precaution  taken  by  the 
ariftocracies  of  Switzerland,  or  rather  in  confequence  of 
thofe  meafures,  the  fpirit  of  political  difcontent  increafed 
to  general  and  rooted  difaffeclion  throughout  all  the  Pro- 
teftant  branches  of  the  confederacy.  For  it  is  remarkable 
that,  in  the  Catholic  democracies  of  the  union,  Urif 
Schwcitz,  Underwalden,  and  Zug,  the  fpirit  of  religious 
bigotry,  diligently  and  continually  foftered  by  the  priefts, 
completely  predominated  at  this  crifis  over  that  of  civil 
liberty ;  and  the  French  were,  by  the  ignorant  peafantry 
of  thefe  petty  dates,  regarded  with  dete Ration,  as  heretics, 
infidels,  and  atheilts  : — and  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  liberty 
themfelves,  they  did  not  feem  to  entertain  a  wi(h  that  it 
fliould,  or  an  idea  that  it  ought,  to  be  extended  beyond 
their  own  narrow  and  contracted  limits. 

Upon  the  declaration  of  war  between  Auftria  and  France, 
this  difference  of  fentiment  ftrikingly  appeared — the  Pro- 
teftant  free  and  democratic  cantons  (hewing  a  marked  pre- 
dilection for  the  intercfts  of  the  Gallic  republic,  while  the 
Catholics  evinced  the  utmoft  averfion  to  the  new  order  of 
things  in  France,  and  even  permitted  the  officers  of  Au- 
ftria publicly  to  raife  recruits  in  their  towns  and  villages. 
The  government  of  Berne,  animated  by  the  fame  fpirit  upon 
this  grand  topic  of  controverfy,  countenanced  and  encou- 
raged the  obnoxious  proceedings  of  the  Catholic  cantons* 
and  excited  incurable  jealoufy  on  the  part  of  France,  by 
marching,  at  the  period  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwic's  invafion, 
a  formidable  military  force  to  the  French  frontier. 

The  neighbouring  republic  of  the  Grifons  alfo,  though 
Protei\ant  and  democratic,  (hewed  themfelves  on  various 
occafions  very  inimical  to  the  French.  But  of  the  political 
tranfacYions  of  this  rude  and  uncultivated  people  the  detail 
would  be  tedious  and  uninftru&ive.  For  feveral  years  the 
general  ftate  of  tilings  altered  little  in  Switzerland,  only  it 
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was  perceivable  that  the  two  oppofing  parties  became  more 
and  more  hoftile,  and  the  probability  proportionally  increaf- 
ed  of  fome  violent,  bloody,  and  terrific  cataftrophe. 

The  fertile  diftrift  of  the  Valteline,  divided  from  the 
Helvetic  territory  by  a  high  range  of  mountains,  and  pro- 
perly a  part  of  Lombardy,  had  been  long  fubjeft  to  the  ty- 
ranny of  the  Grifons.  On  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Cifalpine 
republic,  in  the  fummer  of  1797,  the  inhabitants  of  this 
province,  indignant  at  the  oppreflion  they  fuffered,  rofe  with 
one  accord,  drove  away  the  Grifon  magiftrates,  and  de- 
clared themfelves  free  and  independent.  Both  parties  ap- 
pealed to  the  decifion  of  the  French  government  •,  and,  the 
caufe  being  referred  to  general  Buonaparte,  a  day  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  determination  of  it,  when  the  Valteline  de- 
puties appeared  in  readinefs  to  fuftain  their  claims ;  but  the 
Grifon  government,  for  what  reafons  cannot  be  ascertained, 
omitted  to  fupport  their  pretentions  in  the  fame  manner 
in  confequence  of  which  general  Buonaparte  declared  in  fa- 
vor of  the  revolters,  and  they  were  immediately  received 
into  the  union  of  the  Cifalpine  republic. 

Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  fummer  of  1797,  the 
French  government  having  now  terminated  the  war  on  the 
continent,  refolved  to  avenge  the  infults  and  injuries  which 
thay  either  had,  or  pretended  to  have,  received  from  the 
Swifs  republic  ;  and  in  order  to  afford  a  fure  pretext  for 
bringing  matters  to  extremity,  the  following  demands  were 
made  upon  the  confederacy  by  the  French  Directory, 
1.  The  free  navigation  of  the  Lake  of  Lugano  for  their 
ally  the  Cifalpine  republic.  2.  A  paflage  for  25,000  men 
through  the  Vallais,  for  general  Buonaparte's  army.  3.  The 
difmiflion  of  Mr.  Wickham,  the  Engliih  envoy  at  Berne, 
from  the  Helvetic  territory — he  having  been,  as  was 
alleged,  deeply  engaged  in  all  the  plots  and  intrigues 
which  had  been  perpetually  carrying  on  againit  them  in 
Switzerland.  4.  The  redrefs  of  certain  fpecific  meafures 
inimical  to  the  French  republic;  chiefly  thofe  of  the 
government  of  Berne*,  which,  as  the  Directory  ailirmed, 

had 

Digitized  by 


52$  GEORGE  EL 

had  publicly  enrolled  emigrants,  and  given  (helter  to  French 
requiGtionaries  and  deferters. 

On  the  firft  notice  of  this  hoftile  memorial,  the  court  of 
London  ordered  the  envoy  Wickham  to  quit  the  territories 
of  the  republic,  not  choofing  to  hazard  a  formal  difmiffion. 
And  an  Helvetic  Diet  was  fummoned  at  Arau  for  the  pro- 
fefled  purpofe  of  compofing  the  differences  between  the  two 
countries.  After  puffing  a  month  in  fruitlefs  debate, 
this  afTembly  at  length  decreed  the  levy  of  the  double  con- 
tingent, amounting  to  26,000  men  bur  the  inhabitants  of 
the  generality  of  the  cantons  (hewed  an  infuperable  averfion 
to  the  fervice ;  and  while  the  levy  proceeded  (lowly 
and  heavily,  the  French  appeared  in  force,  under  gene- 
ral Menard,  on  the  Genevan  frontier.  The  whole  of 
the  Pays-de-Vaud,  a  great  part  of  Berne,  and  the  entire 
canton  of  Bade,  were  at  once  in  a  (late  of  infurredfcion ; 
and  general  Weifs,  who  was  entrufted  by  the  governments 
of  Berne  and  Friburg  with  the  command  of  their  army, 
was  compelled  to  retreatwith  precipitation  towards  Berne; 
and  general  Menard,  marching  forward,  proclaimed  to  the 
Vaudois — peace,  liberty,  and  fraternity. 

On  the  return  of  general  Weifs,  a  man  of  fenfe  and  mo- 
deration, to  Berne,  he  reprefented  to  the  fenate  the  utter 
impoflibility  of  making  any  erTeclual  refiftance  againft  the 
arms  of  France,  thus  ftrengthened  and  fupported  by  the  fpi- 
rit  of  dilTafFctHon.  On  the  13th  of  February,  1798,  there- 
fore, the  Bernefe  government  came  to  a  late  and  reluctant 
refolution  to  fend  an  embafly  to  the  Directory,  (ignifying 
«  that  they  held  it  a  facred  duty  to  declare  their  earnelt 
wifhes  for  peace  with  the  French  nation,  and  the  re-efta- 
bliihment  of  the  accuftomcd  relations  of  amity  and  kind- 
nefs  ;  and  that  they  will  be  ready  to  accommodate  every 
point  in  difpute,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done  without  injury  to 
die  independence  of  a  free  people." 

To  this  humiliating  meffage  the  Directory  deigned  not  to 
return  any  anfwer  •,  but,  through  the  medium  of  citizen 
Mengaud,  their  envoy  in  Switzerland,  fpecifkd  the  condi- 
tions 
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tions  on  which  the  former  amity  of  the  two  nations  might  yet 
be  reftored: — i.  That  the  canton  of  Berne  fliould  difmifs 
its  antient  magiftrates,  and  fupprefs  its  fecret  council  and 
councils  of  war.  2.  Until  a  new  form  of  government  (hall  be 
organized,  a  provifional  one,  founded  on  democratic  princi- 
ples, and  excluding  all  the  members  of  the  antient  govern- 
ment, (hall  be  irtftituted.  3.  The  liberty  of  the  prefs  (hall 
be  immediately  eftabliftied.  4.  All  pcrfons,  Swifs  or  others, 
proiecuted  on  account  of  their  political  opinion,  or  of  their 
refufal  to  march  againft  the  French,  {hall  be  indemnified. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  meflage  the  government  of  Berne, 
fcnfible  too  late  of  the  folly  of  its  former  policy,  but  ga- 
thering courage  from  defpair,  refolved,  after  a  violent  ftrug- 
gle  in  the  fenatc  between  the  ariftocrates,  headed  by  the 
advoyer  Steiguer  and  the  general  d'Erlach,  and  the  mode- 
rates, fupported  by  general  Weifs,  to  declare  to  M.  Men- 
gaud,  ««  that  they  never  would  open  negotiations  upon  fuch 
demands  as  were  contained  in  his  rriefTage,  and  that  they 
were  determined  not  to  permit  any  foreign  power  to  pro- 
fcribe  a  conftkution  to  them."    To  enforce  this  refolution, 
general  Weifs  was  fuperfeded  in  his  military  command, 
which  was  conferred  on  his  rival  general  d'Erlach.    At  this 
period  general  Brune  arrived,  and  put  himfelf  at  the  head , 
of  the  French  army.    Being  in  expectation  of  powerful  re- 
inforcements, he  propofed  an  armillice  of  eight  days  for 
the  accommodation  of  differences  •,  which  was,  without 
difficulty,  acceded  to  on  the  part  of  the  Bernefe,  who  de- 
fired  only  that  each  canton  {hould  remain  free,  to  effect, 
according  to  its  will,  a  change  in  its  own  government,  with- 
out the  interference  of  any  foreign  power. 

In  this  interval  the  moderates,  whofe  councils  were  over- 
ruled,  having  quitted  their  feats  in  the  fenate,  the  violent 
or  jacobin  party  gained  temporary  afeendancy  ;  and  many 
of  the  ariiloerats,  from  bafc  awd  perfonal  motives,  terrified 
or  bribed,  joined  in  a  formal  abdication  of  their  own  power, 
and  the  appointment  of  a  provifional  ad minift ration,  of 
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which  the  jacobins  Tiller  and  Bay,  with  their,  aflbciates, 
were  the  principal  members.  The  advoyer  Steiguer,  would 
however  take  no  part  in  this  degrading  tranfaction ;  but, 
with  a  heart  bleeding  for  the  fate  of  his  country,  refigned, 
in  mournful  and  indignant  filence,  the  infignia  of  his  au- 

Previous  to  the  expiration  of  the  armiftice,  infractions  of 
which  were  alleged  on  both  fides,  general  Brune  attacked 
the  town  of  Friburg,  and,  notwith (landing  a  bloody  refift- 
ance,  carried  it  by  affault ;  and  general  Schawenburg,  after 
defeating  the  troops  of  the  canton,  entered  nearly  at  the  fame 
time  the  capital  of  Soleure.  A  fummons  was  Cent  to  Berne 
itfelf  to  open  its  gates  to  the  French  army.  Such  were  the 
internal  diffractions  by  which  this  unhappy  city  was  agi- 
tated, and  as  it  were  torn  afunder,  and  fuch  .the  indignation 
excited  by  the  infolence  of  general  Brune,  who,  in  addition 
to  his  former  demands,  now  required  that  Berne  fhould  re- 
ceive a  French  garrifoh,  that  the  proportion  of  the  new  ad- 
xniniftrative  government  to  capitulate  to  the  enemy  was  re- 
jected, and  the  people  loudly  called  for  arms.  Orders  were 
therefore  iflued,  in  a  moment  of  defperation  rather  than  of 
courage,  to  general  d'Erlach,  to  prepare  for  immediate  hos- 
tilities. The  Bernefe,  to  the  number  of  1 8,000,  took  the 
field  ;  but  the  two  armies  under  the  generals  Brune  and 
and  Schawenburg,  having  effected  a  junction,  amounted 
to  50,000  men,  followed  by  an  immenfe  train  of  artillery. 
Never thelefs  the  troops  of  the  canton  feemed  refolutely  de- 
termined to  (lied  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood  in  defence  of 
their  country.  The  fpirit  of  Tcfiftance  to  the  French  was 
not  now  confined  to  thofe  who  had  ever  been  inveterate  eue- 
mics.  to  the  revolution,  but  had  diffufea1  itfelf  widely  amongft 
the  moderates,  the  real  patriots  and  genuine  friends  of 
their  countrv. 

During  the  armiftice,  the  council  of  Berne,  feeing  tbe 
ftorm  of  revolution  gathering  around  them,  had  convoked 
the  deputies  of  the  communes  to  take  part  in  their  delibera- 
tions 
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turns.  The  refult  of  this  laudable  meafure  was  a  proclama- 
tion iflucd  in  their  joint  names,  declaratory  of  their  resolu- 
tion to  make  fuch  changes  in  the  conftitution  of  the  govern* 
ment  as  the  good  of  the  country  (hould  require.  And  more 
particularly,  that,  in  the  fpace  of  a  month,  a  commi(fion 
(hould  be  eftablifhed  to  propofe  the  plan  of  a  more  perfect 
conftitution,  of  which  the  equal  reprefentation  of  the  peo- 
ple (hould  be  the  bafis  :  that  all  places  in  the  administration 
and  public  employments  in  general  ihould  be  accefiible  to 
every  citizen,  according  to  'their  refpe&ive  merits :  and 
that  a  conftitution  on  this  plan  (hould  be  propofed  in  the 
fpace  of  twelve  months  for  the  approbation  of  the  people  ; 
a  proviGonal  government  being  in  the*  mean  time  appointed 
for  the  execution  of  the  neceiTary  functions  of  government* 
In  Zurich  alfo  an  actual  amelioration  of  the  government 
took  place  j  and  the  regencies  of  the  cantons  of  Lucerne, 
Schaffhaufen,  Soleure,  and  Friburg,  ifTued  proclamations, 
fimilar  to  thofe  of  Bemc. 

Had  the  French  Directory  therefore  been  actuated  by 
laudable  cr  really  patriotic  views,  they  would  have  teftihed 
their  fatisfaction  with  the  conceflions  now  made  5  they 
would  have  withdrawn  their  troops  from  the  Swifs  territory  * 
and  have  contented  thcmfelves  with  acting  in  future,  bc- 
.  tween  the  refpective  governments  and  the  people  at  large, 
%  the  noble  and  generous  part  of  a  common  mediator  and 
friend.  But  the  general  tenor  of  their  conduct  afforded  no 
ground  for  any  fuch  hopes.  In  the  prefent  exigency,  the 
Bemefe,  apparently  abandoned  by  their  confederate^  whofe 
contingents  had  been  vainly  demanded,  were  left  almoft  en» 
tirely  to  their  own  unaflifted  efforts :  and  the  authority  of  go- 
vernment, amid  the  conflict  of  factions,  being  well-nigh  an- 
nihilated, the  real  force  of  this  (ingle  but  powerful  canton 
was  far  from  being  fully  exerted.  General  d'Erlach  took  a 
ftrong  pofition  about  three  leagues  from  Berne,  near  the 
village  of  Frauenbrun,  where,  on  the  morning  of  the  5th 
of  March,  he  was  attacked  with  a  force  more  than  double 
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to  that  which  he  commanded,  by  the  generals  Bninc  and* 
Schawenburg,  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  his  line 
The  combat  laftcd  feveral  hours,  and  the  Swifs  yielded  not 
the  field  of  battle  till  they  had  made  and  fuffered  a  dreadful 
carnage.  Slowly  retreating  from  poft  to  poft,  they  relin- 
quifhed  none  without  a  new  and  defperate  conflict ;  but  the 
heroic  bravery  of  this  unfortunate  army  was  of  no  avail 
againft  the  fuperior  force  and  irreflftible  artillery  of  the 
French ;  and,  after  lofing  half  their  numbers,  the  remain- 
der were  at  length  compelled,  in  the  utmoft  confufton,  to 
feek  for  refuge  in  the  mountains  of  Thun.  The  bridge 
over  the  river  Aar  leading  to  Berne  being,  forced,  the  go- 
vernment capitulated,  and  the  city  was  happily  refcucd 
from  the  horrors  of  an  affault. 

Furious  at  their  defeat,  the  Swifs  foldiery  turned  their 
rage  upon  their  own  officers,  whom  they  charged  with  in- 
volving them  in  this  misfortune  by  their  treachery  or  mif- 
conduct  ;  and  feveral  were  facrificed  to  their  blind  and  bru- 
tal rage.  The  general  d'Erlaeh  and  the  advoyer  Steigucr, 
who  had  a  (Turned  the  fword  on  laying  down  the  gown,  left 
the  army  fecretly :  the  latter,  traverfing  the  lake  of  Thun  and 
the  mountains  of  Upderwalden,  reached  the  Auftrian  do- 
minions in  fafety  ;  but  the  former,,  having  been  difcovered 
in  his  flight,  was  feized  on  by  the  peafants  and  favagely  mur- 
dered. An  opinion  being  very  prevalent. amongft  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  canton  that  thefe  two  perfons  had  contributed 
beyond  all  others  to  the  calamities  of  their  country;  the  vio- 
lent death  of  the  one  was  lefs  lamented  than  the  fortunate 
efcape  of  the  other.  "  j 

The  oligarchy  of  Berne  was  now  annihilated,  the  Bcmefe  I 
army  was  deftroyed  or  difperfed,  and  the  French  profeflei 
to  come  in  the  character  of  protectors  and  deliverers  5  yet 
the  public  treafury  of  Berne,  the  (lores,  the  arfenal,  the 
cannon,  and  all  the  property  of  the  ftate,  was  without  fcru- 
plc  confiscated  to  the  ufe  of  "  the  great  nation." — exclulive  J 
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of  the  heavy  contributions  levied  throughout  almoft  the 
whole  extent  of  Switzerland. 

After  a  ftiort  interval,  a  general  convention  was  fummon- 
ed  to  meet  at  Arau,  in  order  to  form  a  republican  conftitu- 
tion  for,  or  rather  to  force  a  conflitution  upon,  the  Thirteen 
Cantons,  on  the  model  of  that  of  France,  one  and  indivi- 
fible.    But  here  a  new  fpirit  of  oppofition  and  refiftance 
difplayed  itfelf.    While  the  inhabitants  of  the  great  arifto- 
cratical  cantons,  Catholic  and  Proteftant,  acceded  with 
little  difficulty  to  this  propofition,  deputies  from  the  fmall 
democratic  cantons  of  Uri,  Schweitz,  Under walden,  Glaris, 
and  Appenzel,  which  were  paflionately  attached  to  their  ex- 
ifting  forms  of  government,  aflembling  at  Brennen,  fent  a 
declaration  of  their  fentiments  to  general  Brune,  ftating, 
"  that  the  conflitution  of  their  government  had  been  for 
many  ages  a  democracy,  founded  upon  the  fovereignty  of 
the  people  and  the  rights  of  man ;  that  they  pofTefled  nothing 
but  their  religion,  their  liberty,  and  their  flocks,  which 
they  hoped  the  French  nation  would  permit  them  to  enjoy 
in  peace,  engaging  on  their  fide  never  to  take  up  arms 
againft  it." 

A  mild  anfwer  was  returned  by  general  Brune,  alluring 
them  of  the  continuance  of  the  friendfhip  of  the  French, 
and  requefting,  rather  than  demanding,  their  affent  to  the 
new  conftitution.  This  occafioned  a  fecond  meeting  of  the 
congrefs  at  Brennen,  in  which  it  was  finally  determined 
that  their  prcfent  government  mould  be  defended  againfl 
whateyer  attack  mould  be  made  upon  it.  Unlike  the  fe- 
verifli  and  tranfitory  refolutions  of  the  ariftocracy  of  Berne 
in  its  expiring  agonies,  this  was  the  firm,  (leady,  and  una- 
nimous determination  of  a  people  devoted  to  the  caufe  of 
democratic  freedom  — productive,  beyond  all  other  caufes, 
of  great  and  wonderful  effects. 

General  Schawenburg,  who  fucceeded  general  Brune  at 
this  period  in  the  chief  command,  now,  therefore,  led  his 
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troops  (April  17^),.  to  this  odious  conteft,  againft  the  com- 
bined army  of  die  democratic  cantons,  which  was  cornpo- 
fed  of  the  hardy  defendants  of  thofe  brare  patriots  who  had 
in  antient  times  refilled,  with  fuch  glorious  fuccefs,  the 
tyranny  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  Taking  a  very  ftrong  pofi- 
tion  amid  their  native  mountains  near  the  lake  of  Zug,  under 
the  command  of  general  Paravicini,  a  man  not  deftitute  of 
experience  or  talents,  they  awaited  without  fear  the  attack 
of  the  French,  who  were  much  fuperior  to  them  in  num- 
bers. After  engaging  with  great  fury  and  equal  advantage 
for  fome  time,  Paravicini  ordered  a  feigned  retreat,  and 
drew  the  French  with  great  (kill  into  an  ambufh  which  he 
had  dextroufly  planted  behind  a  morafs  ;  and  being  thus 
unexpectedly  taken  both  in  flank  and  rear,  they  made  a 
precipitate  retreat,  with  the  lofs  of  feveral  thoufand  men. 

In  the  other  engagements  which  took  place  in  this  rough 
and  rugged  country,  the  French  could  obtain  no  laurels  •> 
and  being  perhaps  a  little  reluctant  to  purfue  to  extremity 
a  war  of  this  nature,  a  negotiation  was  fet  on  foot,  in  which 
the  united  cantons  obtained  the  following  very  honourable 
terms  : — ift.  That  no  French  troops  fhould  enter  their  ter- 
ritory. 2d.  That  no  contributions  (hould  be  levied  upon 
them.  3d.  That,  in  accepting  the  new  conftitution,  they 
would  referve  to  themfelves  the  arrangement  of  their  inte- 
rior adminiftration. 

It  is  neverthelefs  grievous  to  relate,  that  Underwalden  ob- 
ftinately  refuting  to  ratify  this  agreement,  rejecting  peremp- 
torily the  amicable  overtures  repeatedly  made, — and  as  if  they 
felt  themelvea  contaminated  by  the  correfpondence,  at  length 
returning  the  letters  fentthem  without  breaking  the  feal, — 
the  French  at  the  latter  end  of  the  fummer  marched  a  fe- 
cond  army  into  that  canton  :  and  the  men  of  Underwalden 
aflembling  their  entire  force,  aided  by  divers  corps  of  vo- 
lunteers from  the  neighbouring  diftri£ts,  one  unconquera- 
ble fprrit  animating  the  whole,  a  mod  memorable  battle  was 
fought  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  September,  on  the  (hores  of 
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the  lake  of  Lucerne,  near  the  town  of  Standtz,  in  which 
prodigies  of  valor  were  performed  by  thefe  genuine  fons  of 
freedom.   Ort  the  firit.  of  thefe  days  no  impreffion  could  be 
made  by  the  French ;  and  upon  the  fecond  the  battle  was 
renewed  with  redoubled  fury.    On  one  fide  were  (kill,  dis- 
cipline, and  far  fuperior  numbers    upon  the  other,  the  en- 
thufiafm  of  religion,  and  the  inextinguiihable  ardor  of  pa- 
triotifm.    In  courage,  neither  could  boaft  the  fupcriority — 
every  individual  was  an  hero.     For  a  time  the  bayonet  of 
the  foldier  feemed  a  feeble  weapon  compared  with  the  maffy 
club  of  the  mountaineer ;  and  the  artillery  of  the  French 
was  almoft  filenced  by  the  vafl  fragments  of  rock  rolled 
down  from  the  apparerttly-inacceflible  heights  above  them. 
Women  and  children  ruihed  undaunted  upon  the  invaders. 
No  advance  was  made  but  over  the  bodies  of  the  flain ;  and 
the  day  clofed  before  the  battle  was  decided.    At  length, 
deilroyed  rather  than  defeated,  the  mattered  remains  of  the 
•Swifs  army,  under  covert  of  the  increafmg  darknefs,  took 
refuge  in  the  town  of  Standtz,  which  was  carried  by  ftorm, 
and  in  a  moment  converted  into  a  fcene  of  carnage  and  de- 
flation. The  beautiful  vaUey  of  Standtz,  feated  at  the  bafc 
of  lofty  mountains  on  whofe  fummits  winter  holds  eternal 
reign,  was  laid  entirely  wade,  the  houfes  of  the  inhabitants 
burnt,  the  churches  demolifhed,  and  all  who  were  found  in 
arms  exterminated  without  mercy* 

The  monftrous  contrail  between  the  principles  and  prac- 
tices of  the  French  appears  in  no  inftance  perhaps  fo  ftrik- 
ing  as  in  this,  where,  with  the  name  of  freedom  on  their  lips, 
they  imbrued  their  facrilegious  hands  in  the  blood  of  thofe 
who  had  for  ages  inhabited  thefe  hallowed  and  fequeftcred 
haunts,  where  Liberty,  banifhed  from  kingdoms  and  em- 
pires, had  been  received  with  ruftic  and  paftoral  honors, 
thenceforth  making  this  fimple  but  fublime  temple  of  Nature 
her  chofen  and  favorite  abode. 

To  purfue  the  progrefs  of  French  rapacity  and  tyranny, 
as  exercifed  by  the  profligate  inftruments  of  the  French  di- 
rectors,  Mengaud  and  Rapinat,  would  be  foreign  to  the  pur- 
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pofc  of  this  hiftory :  it  mud  fufficc  to  mention,  that  the  ne\r 
conflitution,  upon  the  French  model,  was  at  length  adopted 
by  all  the  Helvetic  States — Lucerne  being  fixed  upon  as  the 
feat  of  government  •,  and  that  a  treaty  of  alliance,  -offenfive 
and  defenfive,  was  fubfequently  concluded  between  the 
Gallic  and  Helvetic  republics,  nominally  at  lead,  on  terms 
of  equality  and  reciprocal  advantage. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  rranfac- 
tions,  the  city  of  Geneva,  which  had  been  within  the  fpace 
of  a  few  years  the  fcene  of  a  fucceffion  of  revolutions,  was 
at  length  united,  probably  for  ever,  to  the  French  republic — 
being  formed  into  the  capital  of  a  department,  under  the 
name  of  the  department  of  the  Lake  of  Leman. 

Notwithftanding  the  defpotic  authority  exercifed  by  the 
directors  fince  the  revolution  of  Fructidor,  the  election  of 
the  new  third  in  the  legiflative  aflembly,  during  the  fpring 
of  the  prefent  year,  was  very  oppofite  to  their  views  and 
wifhes.  They  fent,  in  confequence,  a  meflage  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Five  Hundred,  complaining  of  the  exiftence  of  an 
anarchical  confpirary  to  make  the  primary  and  elective  af- 
femblies  the  nurferies  of  future  plots,  and  expremng  their 
hopes  that  the  council  would  not  permit  men  loaded  with 
every  crime  to  fit  in  the  legiflature. 

An  obfequious  committee  was  immediately  appointed  to 
make  a  report  upon  this  meflage,  which  was  brought  up  on 
the  7th  of  May.  It  ftatcd  the  neceffity  of  excluding  from 
the  legiflature  the  partizans  of  the  two  great  factions  which 
agitated  the  republic — die  anarchifts,  and  the  royalifts.  And 
a  decree  was  forthwitli  framed,  annulling  the  elections  of 
fcveral  departments  in  fctoy  befides  thofe  of  very  many  indivi- 
duals. The  control  of  the  prefs  was  alfo,  with  equal  ferti- 
lity, continued  for  another  year. 

About  the  fame  period  the  negotiator  Trcilhard  was  cho- 
fen  to  fuccecJ  Francis  de  Neufchateau,  who  was  the  direc- 
tor deftined  to  vacate  his  lot. 
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The  war  department  had  been  filled  with  equal  incapacity 
and  profligacy,  fince  the  18th  of  Fru&idor,  by  general 
Scherer,  a  near  relation  of  the  director  Rewbel ;  and  every 
-other  department  in  the  ftatc  exhibited  a  (imilar  portrait  of 
inability  and  rapacity: — fo  that  the  directorial  government 
became  both  odious  and  contemptible  to  all  descriptions  of 
.perfons  throughout  the  nation ;  and  the  more  the  Direc- 
tory multiplied  their  tyrannicalj>recautions,  the  more  they 
enhanced  the  number  of  their  enemies,  and  the  imminenoc 
of  their  danger. 

Holland,  which,  by  a  wife  and  fingular  policy  adopted 
at  the  period  of  the  conqueft  of  that  country  by  France, 
and  fince  not  materially  violated,  had  been  left  in  a  very 
great  meafurc  to  take  care  of  its  own  concerns,  now  became 
the  fcene  of  fome  revolutionary  movements.  «  No  pro- 
scription, no  popular  crime,  had  Rained  the  tranquil  fub* 
verfion  of  its  antient.  government.  It  had  only  to  bear  the 
xefidence  and  maintenance  of  24,000  Frenchmen,  whofe 
.number  was  never  effective,  and  whofe  conduct  in  general 
did  not  excite  complaints."*  A  fufpicion  had  been,  how* 
ever,  for  fome  time,  entertained  in  both  countries  that  the 
zeal  difplayed  by  forae  members  of  the  Batavian  conven- 
tion for  the  antient  modes  of  federative  organization  arofe 
irom  a  fecret  predilection  to  the  ftadtholderian  govern- 
ment ;  and  the  naval  defeat  of  Camperdown  was  afcribed 
by  many  to  the  treafonable  difaffc&ion  of  fome  perfons  high 
in  ftation  and  influence.  At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1797, 
citizen  Charles  de  la  Croix  was  nominated  ambaflador  to 
die  republic  of  Holland,  with  a  view  to  effect  a  revolutionary 
change  which  had  been  pre vioufly  concerted  with  the  Dutch 
general  Daendals. 

On  the  22d  of  January,  1798,  troops  were  pofled  at  the 
entrance  of  the  hall  of  the  aflembly,  die  commanding  officer 

of 

•  This  is  the  remarkable  and  candid  teftimony  of  a  mod  determined 
ami-revolutionift,  M.  Mallit  du  Pan.  VuU  44  BritUh  Mercury,  Sep- 
tember, 1799." 


Digitized  by  Google 


53$  GEORGE  III. 


of  which  arretted  fuch  of  the  deputies  as  were  on  thcpT®- 
fcribed  lift,  to  the  number  of  twenty-one,  together  with  the 
fix  members  of  the  cornmiflion  for  foreign  affairs.  The  af- 
fembly,  thus  purged,  affumed  the  appellation  of  "  The  Con- 
ftituent  Affembly  of  the  Batavian  People,"  and  ele&ed  a  pro- 
vifional  Executive  Directory.  A  general  oath  was  impofed  of 
unalterable  hatred  to  ftadtholderianifin,  ariftocracy,  federal- 
ifm,  and  anarchy :  and  Holland  feemed  funk  into  the  ftate 
of  a  province  abjectly  dependent  upon  the  will  of  De  la 
Croix,  the  confidential  agent  of  the  French  Directory. 
A  conftitution  formed  on  the  bafis  of  the  French  was  foon 
prepared,  and  with  no  difficulty  accepted  by  the  Dutch 
nation  :  but  the  Conventional  Affembly,  on  the  5th  of  May, 
thought  proper  to  declare,  "  that  although  they  were  vir- 
tually diffolvcd  by  the  acceptance  of  the  conftitution,  yet 
the  dangers  which  ftill  threatened  the  country  had  deter- 
mined the  members  to  agree  that  no  renewal  fhould  take 
place  that  year,  but  that  the  prefent  deputies  fhould  form 
themfelves  into  a  legi dative  body,  and  continue  their  func- 
tions together  with  the  prefent  Directory." 

This  a&  of  defpotifm  roufed  the  phlegm  of  the  Batavians 
into  a  very  a&ive  and,  probably,  unexpected  refiftance. 
General  Daendals,  who  had  promoted  the  exclufion  of  the 
obnoxious  members  in  January,  now  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
by  the  decided  part  which  he  took  in  oppofiiion  to  the 
prefent  meafure,  which  was  fupported  by  the  whole  influ- 
ence of  the  French  ambaffador  and  agent,  Charles  dc 
la  Croix. 

The  Dutch  Directory  having  iffued  orders  for  the  arrefl 
of  the  general,  that  officer  made  his  efcape,  and,  repairing 
to  Paris,  made  fo  good  a  defence  of  his  conduct  to  the 
French  Directory,  that  he  was  enabled,  under  the  fanction 
of  their  approbation,  to  return  to  Holland,  where  he  was 
received  with  acclamations  of  applaufe.  In  a  (hort  time  a 
new  fcene  of  cabal  and  refiftancc  opened  :  The  minifters 
of  the  different  ftate  departments  uniting  with  Daendals, 
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and  ere£Hng  themfelves.into  a  provifionary  executive  power, 
fummoned  all  the  officers  of  the  Dutch  troops  before  them  ;  " 
who,  entering  entirely  into  their  views,  took  the  new  oath 
of  allegiance  propofed ;  and  general  Daendals,  at  the  head 
of  a  ftrong  military  force,  loft  no  time  in  furrounding  both 
the  Directory  and  the  legiflative  body,  as  well  as  in  fecur- 
ing  the  perfon  of  the  ambaflador  de  la  Croix-.  Two  of  the 
fdiredors  had  given  in  their  timely  refignation ;  two  others 
effected  their  efcape;  Van  Langen,  the  fifth,  was  put 
under  arreft :  De  la  Croix  received  his  difmiflion,  and 
returned  to  Paris.  The  primary  aflcmblies  being  con- 
voked, elected  apparently,  without  any  reftraint,  the 
new  legiflative  body,  to  whom  the  provifional  admini- 
ft  rat  ion,  on  its  meeting,  furrendered  their  powers.  In 
the  month  of  Auguft  the  Executive  Directory  were  no- 
minated, and  the  new  directorial  government  completely 
organized ;  and  all  thefe  events  pafled  not  only  without 
any  opposition  from  the  French  Directory,  but  with  their 
evident  implicit  concurrence. 

In  the  month  of  May,  this  year  (1798),  a  futile  and  ill- 
concerted  attempt  was  made  by  the  Englifh  government  to 
interrupt  the  internal  navigation  between  Holland,  Flanders, 
and  France,  by  deftroying  the  bafin,  gates,  and  fluiccs,  of 
the  Bruges'  Canal.  The  command  of  the  expedition  being 
entrufted  to  genera]  Coote  and  commodore  Popham,  both 
officers  of  diftinguiihed  merit.  By  five  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1 9th,  the  troops  were  difembarked  with  their 
artillery,  miners,  petards,  &c.  and  foon  aft«r  ten  the  works 
were  blown  up  with  a  violent  explofion.  But  the  furf  now 
unfortunately  run  fo  high  that  it  was  impoffible  to  rc-im- 
bark.  As  a  feint,  according  to  general  Coote's  official  ac- 
count, a  peremptory  fummons  was  fent  to  the  governor  of 
Oftend  to  furrender  that  important  place,  but  the  anfwer 
received  was,  "  that  this  would  not  be  done  till  the  gar- 
rifon  were  buried  under  the  ruins."  The  Englifh,  to  the 
number  of  1,200  men,  now  endeavoured  to  entrench  them- 
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lelves  on  the  fand-hills  near  the  more,  where  they  were  early 
the  next  morning  attacked  by  a  very  fuperior  force,  mov- 
ing in  different  columns.  After  a  fhort  but  gallant  conteft, 
in  which  they  were  completely  over-powered,  their  front 
being  broken,  and  their  flanks  turned,  general  Coote  him- 
felf  being  feverely  wounded,  they  were  compelled  to  fur- 
render  to  the  enemy,  by  whom  both  men  and  officers  were 
treated  with  the  greateft  attention  and  generofity ;  and  the 
damage  done  to  the  fluices  was  in  a  few  weeks  perfectly 
-repaired. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year,  the  ifland  of  Minorca  was 
attacked  apparently  by  furprife,  and  captured,  after  a  re- 
mittance fo  feeble  as  to  occafion  a  fufpicion  of  treachery, 
without  the  lofs  of  a  man  ; — the  garrifon,  confiding  of  near 
4,000  men,  under  a  pufillanimous  governor,  Don  Juan  de 
Quefada,  furrendering  prifoners  of  war  to  the  Britifh  com- 
mander, generalStuart. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  year,  the  town  of  Port-au-Prince  in 
St.  Domingo,  with  the  fettlement  of  St.  Marc  and  its  de- 
pendencies, were  evacuated  by  the  Britifli  forces,  and  im- 
mediately taken  pofleflion  of  by  the  French  general  Touif- 
fant  de  TOuverture,  a  native  of  the  ifland,  and  one  of  the 
gens-de-couleur — a  man  of  great  talents  and  humanity ,who, 
by  acquiring  the  confidence  of  the  inhabitants,  had,  in  a 
very  great  degree,  fuccecded  in  reftoring  order  and  harmony 
in  that  long-dittracled  country.  And  thus  ended  thofc 
dreams  of  conqucft  which  had  led  to  fuch  fatally-difaftrous 
and  impracticable  attempts  ! — The  dependence  of  general 
Touiflant  upon  the  French  directorial  government  was  mani- 
fellly  little  more  than  nominal ;  and  it  yet  remains  a  prob- 
lem, whether  France  will  ever  recover  her  former  civil  and 
political  authority  over  this  great  and  profperous  colony. 

The  interior  tranquillity  of  Great  Britain  was  this  year 
(1798),  undhturbed  by  any  memorable  incident;  and  the 
public  attention  was  wholly  engrofled  by  reviews,  encamp- 
ments, and  military  evolutions  and  manoeuvres — almoft 
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every  man  being  now  a  foldier,  and  enrolled  in  the  national 
confeription. 

On  the  9th  of  May  his  majefty,  calling  in  council  for 
the  council-book,  was  pleafed  to  ftrike  out  the  name  of 
Mr.  Fox  from  the  lift  of  privy  counfellors  ; — pofterity  will 
decide  how  wifely  and  how  well.  It  has  been  the  jufr. 
boaft  of  Mr.  Fox,  that  never,  in  confequence  of  his  coun- 
sels, has  an  extra-guinea  been  expended,  or  a  fingle  life 
been  facrificed.  By  the  counfcls  of  others,  whole  names  arc 
ftill  inferibed  in  the  fatal  roll,  has  the  prefent  reign  been 
rendered  an  almoft  perpetual  fpe&acle  of  blood  and  horroi\ 
of  corruption,  extortion,  difgrace,  and  calamity. 

In  confequence  of  the  numerous  profecutions  inftitutcd 
fince  the  proclamation  of  1792,  at  the  fuit  of  the  crown, 
for  real  or  pretended  libels  againfl  the  government,  the 
liberty  of  the  prefs  was  virtually  annihilated,  and  fcarcely 
would  any  author  write,  or  any  printer  publilh,  any  tra£fc 
in  oppoGtion  to  the  meafures  of  ad minift ration.    In  the 
fpring  of  this  year,   the  biihop  of  LandaiF,  once  the 
eloquent  and  accomplilhcd  advocate   of  liberty,  having 
publifhed  a  candid  and  courtly  pamphlet,  tending  very 
artfully  to  reconcile  the  minds  of  men  to  the  exifting 
fyftem  and  all  its  concomitant  abominations,  a  molt  Spirit- 
ed anfwer  to  it  immediately  appeared  from  the  pen  of 
Mr.  Gilbert  Wakefield,  a  name  known  in  the  firft  ranks  of 
literature,  and  honored  for  his  extraordinary  attainments  in 
claflical  erudition,  by  the  learned  in  every  country  through- 
out Europe.    In  fpeaking  of  the  war  tax,  ftyled  "  the 
Triple  AiTeflment,"  which  grafped  at  the  tenth  of  every 
man's  income,  and  of  which  the  bifhop  of  LandatF  had 
exprefled  his  encire  approbation,  as  a  juft  and  wife  mea- 
fure  of  finance,  this  Spirited  and  patriotic  writer  indignantly 
fays — "  This  meafure  was  not  adopted  by  Mr.  Pitt  either 
for  its  wifdom  or  its  juftice,  but  becaufe  the  funding  fyftem 
can  be  purfued  no  longer. — In  truth,  minifters  begin  to  feel 
that  our  expenditure  is  that  millftone  which  will  infallibly 
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fink  them  and  their  fyftem  together  in  perdition ;  and  it 
is  very  doubtful  whether  their  profligacy  and  infanity  hare 
left  political  falvation  practicable  to  all  the  united  wifdom 
and  virtue  of  the  country." — The  power  of  the  minifters 
he  juftly  ftates  to  be  irrefiftible,  notwithstanding  the  pal- 
pable inability,  and  the  acknowledged  inefficiency,  of  their 
meafures  : — "  For  I  almoft  queftion,"  thus  he  boldly  ex- 
prefles  himfelf,  "  whether  a  dozen  men  at  all  diflinguifhed 
for  intellect,  and  virtue,  and  political  difquifition,  who  are 
at  tli is  hour  the  advocates  of  the  prefent  miniftry,  can  b- 
found  in  Britain,  «  from  old  Belerium  to  the  northern 
main,'  not  connected  in  fact  or  expectancy,  by  themfelves 
or  their  relatives,  with  fome  who  depend  on  the  emolu- 
ments of  the  eftablifhed  fyftem."    He  goes  on  to  give  his 
opinion,  "  that  could  the  French  make  an  effective  land- 
ing in  England,  the  kingdom  would  be  loft  for  ever.  The 
fame  caufe  which  has  facilitated  the  progrefs  of  the  repub- 
licans on  the  continent  would  operate  as  powerfully  for 
them  in  this  country  alfo— namely,  a  degree  of  poverty  and 
wretchednefs  in  the  lower  orders  of  the  community,  which, 
efpecially  in  their  prefent  ftate  of  depravity  and  ignorance, 
will  render  the  chances,  even  from  confu(ion,  of  any  change 
defirable. — My  life  and  my  books,"  fays  this  philofophical 
politician,  "  are  all  the  personalities  thai  I  value,  and  nei- 
ther of  them,  for  I  have  not  tailed  lotusy  (hall  be  hazarded 
in  defence  of  the  prefent  adminiftration.    If  the  French 
come,  they  (hall  find  me  at  my  poft,  a  watchful  centinel 
in  my  proper  box — my  ftudy,  among  the  venerable  dead  j 
fometimes  inveftigating  the  origin  of  man  and  primaeval  hif- 
tory,  by  turning  the  dark  lanthorn  of  heathen  records,  or 
trimming  the  everlafting  lamp  of  Mofes ;  fometimes  mufing 
with  the  divine  profeflbrs  of  the  tuneful  art  on  fubjects  of 
taftc  and  fancy  *,  and  fometimes  meditating  with  the  men 
of  Galilee  on  mortality  and  immortality.    No  fyftems  of 
the  many  made  for  one,  no  zeal  in  fupport  of  frontlefs 
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corruption  and  every  evil  work  (hall  dip  my  hands  in  the 
blood  of  men  ! 

Non  res  Romans,  perituraque  regna — 

Let  thofe  who  have  brought  us  to  this  mod  alarming 
crifis  ftep  forward  in  the  day  of  danger,  and  fight  the  bat- 
tles of  their  Baal  and  their  Mammon." — Three  of  the  pub- 
lishers of  this  pamphlet,  Jordan,  Cuthell,  and  Johnfon, 
were  immediately  profecuted  by  the  attorney-general  for 
this  offence,  and,  being  convicted,  were  fentenced  to  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  punimment.  And,  in  the  fequel,  the 
learned  and  eminent  author  himfelf  underwent  the  fame 
fate;  being  condemned  to  pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  and  to  fuffer  two  years'  imprifonment.  In  order, 
no  doubt,  to  hide  this  transaction  from  the  garifh  eye  of 
day,  he  was,  after  a  (hort  interval,  removed  from  the  King's 
Bench  to  the  common  gaol  of  Dorchefter.* 

The  war  between  France  and  Auftria  being  now  to  ap- 
pearance terminated,  and  the  invafion  of  England  given  up 
as  an  hopelefs  and  impracticable  attempt,  it  was  become  a 
queftion  of  great  importance,  and  of  no  little  embarraff- 
ment,  what  mould  be  done  with  the  immenfe  armies  ac- 
tually on  foot  ?  Of  the  generals  employed  by  the  Directory, 
Buonaparte  had  been  the  moft  uniformly  fuccefsful,  pof- 
feflcd  the  mod  commanding  talents,  and  incomparably  the 
large  ft  (hare  of  popularity.  His  ardent  and  active  genius, 
not  fatisfied  with  the  glory  already  acquired,  and  the  vic- 
tories already  won,  gTafped  at  fomething  yet  greater  and 
higher :  and  the  fubverfion  of  the  Britifh  empire  in  the  Eaft 
(truck  his  mind  as  an  enterprise  which  would  raife  his 

name 

*  *  How  pleating  muft  be  the  reflections  of  the  bithop  of  Landaff  on  re- 
collecting the  complete  viitory  which,  by  the  aiHftance  of  hit  new  friend;, 
the  prefent  minifters,  he  has  bren  able  to  obtain  over  all  hit  enemies — 
Wakefield,  Williams,  Jordan,  Johnfon,  Cathell,  and  Flower !  How  con- 
vincing are  the  arguments  of  fine  and  imprifonment  I  How  fatisfactory  the 
refutation  of  a  verdict  of  convidion!  Certaiuly  the  learned  prelate  may 
flume  himfelf  henceforth  upon  being  an  unanfwerable  writer. 
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name  to  a  level  with  thofe  of  the  proudeft  conquerors  in 
ancient  or  modern  times.  The  firll  (lep  towards  the  ac- 
compliflimcnt  of  this  vaft  and  romantic  project  was  the  in- 
vafion  and  occupation  of  Egypt,  which  he  figured  to  him- 
felf  as  an  cafy  tafk.  Thence,  before  England  could  be  ap- 
prized of  his  purpofe,  he  conceived  that  vcfiels  might  be 
procured  to  tranfport  the  greater  part  of  his  army,  from 
fome  of  the  ports  on  the  Red  Sea,  acrofs  the  Arabian  Gulf 
to  the  weftcrn  coafl  of  Hindoflan,  where  the  fultan  of 
Myfore,  Tippoo  Saib,  the  powerful  ally  of  France,  was 
ready  to  join  him  with  all  his  forces.  The  Directory,  jea- 
lous probably  of  the  great  political  and  military  influence  of 
Buonaparte,  gave  all  poflible  encouragement  to  this  defign, 
which  at  once  freed  them  from  a  dangerous  rival,  and 
promifed  to  add  new  laurels  to  die  national  wreath  of 
victory. 

The  project  in  contemplation  was  obfeurely  intimated  to 
the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  in  a  report  made  by  Ef^ 
chafcreaux  (April  1798),  on  die  fubject  of  colonization* 
wherein  he  dates  "  the  advantages  which  would  refult  from 
die  regeneration  of  a  country  winch  was  the  firft  theatre  of 
civilization  in  the  univerfe."  The  immenfe  '  preparations 
which  had  been  for  fome  months  going  on,  chiefly  in  the 
port  of  Toulon,  denoted  an  enterprife  of  no  ordinary  mag- 
nitude, and  of  a  nature  very  uncommon.  A  number  of 
learned  and  fcicntific  men  were  felected  to  accompany  this 
expedition  ;  and  with  the  ufual  (lores  of  carnage  and  def- 
lation were  flowed  inflruments  of  knowledge  in  all  its  de- 
partments practical  and  philofophical.  Curiofity  wafted  it- 
felf  in  conjecture;  for  though  Egypt  had  been  publicly 
pointed  out  as  the  place  of  deilination,  many  refined  fo  far 
as  to  imagine  that  upon  this  very  account  it  could  not  be 
the  real  object  in  view. 

At  length,  every  thing  being  in  perfect  readinefs,  general 
Buonaparte  failed  from  Toulon  (May  20),  with  fifteen  fail 
of  die  line  and  frigates,  under  the  conduct  of  a  very  able 
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naval  officer,  admiral  Brucys,  accompanied  by  more  than 
200  tranfports.  On  the  9th  of  June  this  great  armament 
prefented  itfelf  before  the  important  fortrefs  of  Malta,  and 
made  a  general  landing  of  troops  and  artillery  upon  the 
ifland,  with  fcarcely  a  (hew  of  refiftance.  No  fooner  had  the 
cannonade  commenced,  than  the  grand  mafter  demanded 
a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities ;  and  the  town  and  fortrefs  of 
Valetta,  with  the  whole  ifland,  was  ignominioufly  furren- 
dered  on  certain  fpecified  conditions — the  principal  of 
which  was,  that  the  grand  mafter  mould  receive  for  life  an 
annual  penfion  of  300,000  livres.  Thus  eafily  did  the 
French  acquire  one  of  the  fined  and  mod. commodious  har- 
bours in  the  Mediterranean,  defended  by  ftrong  and  almoft. 
impregnable  works,  and  which  had  for  ages  paft  been  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  bulwarks  of  Chriftendom  againft  the 
inroads  of  Ottoman  power. 

After  leaving  a  garrifon  of  4,000  men  in  Malta,  the 
French  armament,  now  increafed  by  fixty  tranfports  from 
Civita-Vecchia,  and  having  on  board  not  lefs  than  40,000 
troops,  chiefly  of  the  veteran  armies  of  Italy,  kept  their 
courfe  to  the  north-eaft,  failing  by  die  ifland  of  Candia* 
The  Englifh  fleet,  which  was  of  equal  or  fuperior  force* 
under  the  command  of  admiral  Nelfon,  who  had  already 
highly  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  naval  prowefs,  after 
feeking  the  French  in  vain  off*  Toulon,  arrived  at  Malta 
two  days  after  their  departure  from  that  place.  He  then 
directed  his  courfe  towards  Alexandria  \  but  not  find- 
ing the  enemy  there  he  flood  on  to  Cyprus.  Scarcely 
was  the  Englifh  fleet  out  of  fight,  when  the  French  appear- 
ed in  view  j  and  on  the  ift  of  July  the  French  admiral  call 
anchor  on  the  Egyptian  coaft  j  and  general  Buonaparte  im- 
mediately landed  his  troops,  although  the  weather  was 
rough,  and  the  fea  ran  high  and  boiflerous.  On  the  5th 
he  marched  forward  to  the  city  of  Alexandria,  which  he 
took  by  afTault,  and,  in  order  to  ftrike  terror  and  preclude 
future  refiftance,  with  a  great  flaughter  of  the  Arabs  and 
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Mamclouks  who  defended  k.  The  appearance  of  this  ce«* 
lcbrated  city  fell  prodigioufly  ihort  of  the  romantic  ideas' 
formed  by  the  fanguine  imaginations  of  the  French.  Of 
the  antient  Alexandria,  renowned  for  its  commerce,  its  m- 
duftry,  its  population,  and  magnificence,  no  traces  were 
left  but  fome  fcattered  and  broken  monuments — fuch  as  the 
Te  mains  of  columns  of  granite,  marble,  and  porphyry,  in- 
formed with  hieroglyphics  nearly  defaced;  bafes,  (hafts, 
and  capitals,  lying  in  melancholy  diforder ;  the  ruins  of 
feveral  baths  and  catacombs,  with  the  mouldering  frag- 
ments of  temples — the  pillar  of  Pompey,  and  the  baths  of 
Cleopatra,  alone  remaining  in  tolerable  preservation.  The 
modern  city  prefented  only  a  wretched  and  confufed  heap 
of  hut?  rather  than  houfes ;  the  ftreets  narrow,  noifomc 
"  through  filth  ;  and  the  inhabitants  ftupid,  ignorant,  barba- 
rous, and  hoflile. 

The  addrefs  of  general  Buonaparte  to  his  army,  on  their 
landing,  was  admirably  adapted  to  the  purpofe  of  this  caflern 
invader.  "  The  people,"  faid  he,  "  with  whom  you  are 
now  going  to  eitabliih  an  intercourfe  are  Mahometans. 
The  firft  article  of  their  faith  is,  «  There  is  no  God  but 
God,  and  Mahomet  is  his  prophet.'  Do  not  contradict 
them.  Treat  their  muftis  and  imans  with  rcfpe&,  as  you 
have  done  the  rabbis  and  biihops. — The  Roman  legions 
protected  all  religions."  In  a  proclamation  addrefTed  to  the 
people  of  Egypt,  after  the  taking  of  Alexandria,  he  thus 
adroitly  praclifcs  on  their  credulity  and  their  prejudices : 
— «  You  will  be  told  that  I  come  to  deftroy  your  religion. 
Do  not  believe  it.  Reply,  that  I  am  come  to  reftore  your 
rights,  to  punifh  ufurpers,  and  that  I  reverence,  more  thart 
the  Mamclouks  thcmfelves,  Gqd,  his  prophet  Mahomet, 
and  the  Koran. — If  Egypt  is  their  farm,*  let  them  fhew  the 
leafe  that  God  has  given  them  of  it. — There  were  for- 
merly among  you  great  cities,  groat  canals,  and  a  great 
commerce.  What  has  deftroyed  them  all  ?  What  but  the 
injuftice  and  tyranny  of  the  Mamclouks  ?"— In  this  modern 
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crufade  liberty  fenred  as  a  pretext  no  lefs  commodious  to 
the  purpofes  of  ambition,  than  in  the  antient  that  of  religion. 

From  Alexandria  the  route  of  the  army  lay  acrofs  the 
defert  to  the  Nile.  Two  leagues  below  Cairo  that  immenfe 
(beam  divides  itfelf  into  two  branches,  one  of  which,  run- 
ning wefterly,  falls  into  the  fea  at  Rofetta,  and  the  other 
to  the  caftward  at  Damietta.  The  intermediate  country  is 
called  the  Delta,  and  is  extremely  fertile.  Along  the  outer 
fides  of  the  two  branches  runs  a  narrow  flip  of  cultivated 
land,  beyond  which  are  the  Deferts,  extending  on  the  left 
to  Libya,  on  the  right  to  the  Red  Sea.  The  march  of  the 
army  to  Rofetta  completely  difpelled  what  yet  remained  of 
the  fond  and  flattering  ideas  which  the  French  had  indulged 
refpe&ing  Egypt.  They  trod  for  more  than  forty  miles 
over  a  burning  fand,  utterly  deftitute  of  verdure,  of  water, 
and  refreshments — fainting  with  heat,  with  third,  and  fa- 
tigue. Their  arrival  at  Rofetta  opened  to  them,  however, 
a  fcene  of  comparative  delight.  This  city,  much  fuperior 
to  Alexandria,  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  fix  miles 
only  from  the  fea,  is  furrounded  by  a  green  and  fertile 
country,  abounding  with  palm,  citron,  pomegranate,  and 
orange-trees,  with  otheT  productions  of  the  warmer  climates 
—exhibiting  a  raviihing  fpe&acle  to  thofe  who  had  juft  been 
traverfing  the  fiery  and  defolate  wildernefs. 

Leaving  a  garrifon  at  Rofetta,  the  army  continued  their 
march  along  the  banks  of  the  Nile  to  the  city  of  Grand 
Cairo,  accompanied  by  a  flotilla,  which  carried  the  ammu- 
nition and  provifions.  They  were,  neverthelefs,  under  the 
necefiity  of  proceeding  with  caution  on  account  of  the  fre- 
quent and  defultory  attacks  of  the  Arabs.  On  the  arrival 
of  general  Buonaparte  near  Gifeh,  three  leagues  from  Cairo, 
he  found  Murad  Bey,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Mamelouks, 
who  had  aflembled  his  whole  force  to  oppofe  the  farther 
progrefs  of  the  French  army,  which  was  flanked  on  the 
right  by  the  celebrated  pyramids,  on  the  left  by  the  Nile. 
The  charge  of  the  Mamelouks,  who  were  all  mounted  on 
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fwift  and  managed  horfea,  and  who  were  equally  dextroui 
m  throwing  the  Lance  or  wielding  the  fab  re,  was  beyond 
cxpreflion  furious :  but  being  wholly  devoid  of  military  flrill 
and  difcipline  they  were  repulfed  with  prodigious  Daughter. 
Having  abandoned  the  field  in  confufion,  the  camp  of  the 
aflailants,  and  400  camels  laden  with  baggage,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  rigors ;  and  the  fhattered  remains  of  the 
Mamelouk  army  retreated  under  the  condua  of  Murad 
Bey  into  Upper  Egypt.    After  this  encounter,  which  re- 
ceived the  appellation  of  the  Battle  of  the  Pyramids,  gene- 
ral Buonaparte  entered  (July  22),  Grand  Cairo  in  triumph* 
— prcfiding  in  perfon  foon  after  this  event  at  the  annual 
ceremony  which  takes  place  on  the  overflowing  of  the 
Nile ;  and  employing  himfelf  with  great  affiduity  in  the 
arrangements  neceflary  for  the  interior  adminiftration  of 
the  Lower  Egypt,  now  completely  in  his  pofleflion. 

But  notwithstanding  the  fuccefs  of  the  French,  they  were 
harafled  with  inceflant  fatigue,  and  irritated  by  perpetual 
disappointment.  ««  Egypt,"  (aid  M.  Lacuee,  an  officer  of 
rank  in  the  French  army,  in  a  letter  addrefled  to  a  friend 
and  relation  in  France,  "  bears  not  the  flighteft  refemblance 
to  what  has  been  faid  of  it  by  our  writers.  The  natives, 
degraded  by  flavery,  are  relapfed  into  the  lavage  date — 
retaining  nothing  of  their  former  civilization,  but  fuperili- 
tion  and  intolerance.  In  a  word,  this  country  is  nothing 
at  prefent.  It  merely  offers  magnificent  recollections  of  the 
paft,  and  vaft  but  diftant  hopes  of  the  future.*  •  The 
army  now  began  anxioufly  to  Speculate  upon  their  expedi- 
tion to  India :  "  We  do  not  know,"  fays  another  French 
officer,  in  an  intercepted  letter,  "  whether  we  (hall  (lay  in 
thefc  new  regions,  or  carry  our  conquefts  farther;— the 
army,  though  victorious,  will  terminate  its  career,  by  pe- 
riling miferably,  if  our  government  perfifts  in  its  ambi- 
tious projects/'  f  But  the  general  himfelf,  as  it  appears, 
had  by  this  time  totally  rclinquifiied  his  India  chimxras, 
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;and  cheriflied  the  idea  of  fpeedily  returning  to  France » 
leaving  the  future  and  difficult  taik  of  maintaining  the  con- 
quefts  he  had  made  to  others.  "  The  conqueft  of  Egypt," 
fays  the  general,  in  a  letter  to  his  brother  Jofeph  Buona- 
parte, dated  July  28,  w  has  been  fufficiently  difputed  to 
add  another  leaf  to  the  military  glory  of  this  army.  Egypt 
is  the  richeft  country  in  the  world,  in  wheat,  rice,  pulfe, 
and  cattle  5  but  barbarifm  is  here  at  its  height.  I  think  of 
being  in  France  in  two  months.  Take  your  meafures  fo 
that  I  may  have  a  country-feat  at  my  arrival,  either  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Paris,  or  in  Burgundy.  I  reckon  on 
pafling  the  winter  there,  f 

It  was  probably  impracticable,  had  the  French  general 
been  difpofed  to  perfevere  in  his  original  project,  to  collect 
a  fufficient  number  of  veflHs  on  the  Red  Sea,  adapted  to 
the  purpofe  of  traafporting  his  army,  and  its  appendages, 
to  Hindoftan.  And  an  obftaclc  no  lefs  unexpected  than 
formidable  arofe  to  the  execution  of  this  defign,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  Englifh  admiral  Rainier,  who  commanded  a 
{mail  fquadron  in  thofe  feas,  having  taken  poiTeffion  of  the 
Ifland  of  Perim,  fituated  between  the  two  points,  form- 
ing the  Straits  of  Babel-mandel,  which  conflitutcs  the  fole 
communication  between  the  Red  Sea  and  the  Gulf  of  Cam- 
baya.  But  an  event  of  vaft  magnitude  and  importance,  to- 
tally unforefeen,  and  moft  difaftrous  in  its  confequences  to 
France,  occurred  at  this  period,  which  completely  difcon- 
certed  the  defigns  of  the  French  government,  and  gave  a 
new  afpect  to  the  affairs  of  Europe. 

The  French  admiral,  Brueys,  after  difembarking,  with 
the  happieft  fortune,  the  French  troops  under  his  convoy, 
arrived  in  the  Bay  of  Aboukir  on  the  7th  of  July,  forming 
a  line  of  battle,  with  the  headmoft  (hip  as  clofe  as  poflible 
to  a  (hoal,  to  the  north- weft,  and  the  reft  of  the  fleet  dc- 
fcribing  a  curve  along  the  line  of  deep  water,  flanked  by 
numerous  gun-boats,  and  a  battery  of  (hells  and  mortars, 
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on  an  illand  in  the  van.  In  this  ptfition  admiral  Brueys 
remained  till  the  31ft  of  July — confident,  no  doubt,  in 
his  own  flrength,  as  he  had  time  more  than  fufficient  to 
have  taken  refuge  either  in  Corfu  or  Malta. 

On  the  1  ft  of  Auguft  the  EnglifiS  fleet  came  in  fight, 
and,  upon  a  near  approach,  admiral  Nelfon  determined 
upon  attempting  a  dangerous  manoeuvre,  which,  if  fuccefs- 
f ul,  mud  be  decifive,  and  which  could  be  prompted  only 
by  that  high  and  heroic  fpecies  of  courage  which  bor- 
ders upon  the   limits   of  a  noble   temerity.  Having 
made  himfelf  acquainted,  by  repeated  trials,  of  the  depth 
of  water  near  the  (hoal,  the  fignal  was  daringly  made, 
and  as  daringly  executed,  to  turn  the  head  of  the  French 
line  ;  by  which  means  the  whole  of  the  enemy V  van  was 
attacked  on  both  fides,  before  any  other  of  the  French 
(hips  (rendered  ufelefc  by  being  at  anchor)  could  move  to 
their  afiiftance.    The  action  commenced  a  little  before  fun- 
fet,  and,  fituated  as  the  two  fleets  now  were,  victory  foon 
declared  ltfelf  in-  favor  of  England,     The  French  however 
continued  fighting  with  the  rage  of  defperation.  Before  eight 
the  fleets  were  engaged  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the 
Tine — the  cannonading  on  both  fides  was  incefiant  and  tre- 
mendous.   Thz  French  admiral's  (hip  having  taken  fire,  the 
whole  horizon  fcemed  in  flames.    Admiral  Brueys  himfelf 
was  killed  by  a  cannon-ball  5  and  admiral  Gantheaume,  fe- 
cond  in  command,  finding  it  impodible  to  (lop  the  progrefs 
of  the  conflagration,  quitted  the  vcfiel  with  difficulty,  ac- 
companied by  a  fmall  part  of  the  crew,  and  about  half  pad 
nine  (lie  blew  up,  with  an  explofion  which  was  plainly  heard 
at  Rofwtta,  ten  miles  diftant.    A  fudden  and  horrific  paufe 
"  enfued,  expreflive  of  the  feelings  excited  by  this  mod  melan- 
choly, yet  beyond  conception  magnificent,  fpe&acle.  The 
battle  was  then  renewed  with  tenfold  fury,  and  profecuted 
with  (hort  intervals  till  day-break, by  which  time  almoft  all  the 
French  (hips  had  llrucktheircolours,  after  lofing  moft  of  their 
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officers  and  vaft  numbers  of  their  men — the  veffels  themfelves 
being  nearly  dif ma ftcd,  and  lying  meTe  wrecks  upon  the  wa- 
ter. Two  line-of-battle  (hips,  and  two  frigates,  only  ef- 
caped  from  the  general  deftruction  of  this  dreadful  battle, 
which  will  ever  rank  in  celebrity  with  the  mod  famous  na- 
val engagements  ever  fought  in  any  age. of  the  world,  or  by 
any  nations  of  antient  or  modern  limes.  The  perfevering 
valor  of  the  vanquifted,  which  laded  long  after  all  hopes  of 
fuccefs  on  their  part  had  ceafed,  was  truly  aftonHhing,  and 
caufed  the  victory  of  the  Englifh  to  be  dearly  purchafed 
with  the  lives  of  nine  hundred  brave  Tailors ;  hut  the  lofs  of 
the  enemy  was  incalculable.  Admiral  Nelfon  himfelf  re- 
ceived a  dangerous  wound  in  the  head  on  this  occaGon, 
which  difabled  him  from  the  command  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  action  ;  but  his  firft  captain,  Berry,  gave  full  proof 
that  he  was  actuated  by  the  fame  ardent  zeal  and  heroic 
{pint.  The  Englifh  admiral,  after  leaving  a  fquadron  to 
block  up  the  .ports  of  Alexandria  and  Rofetta,  failed,  with 
fuch  of  his  prizes  as  he  .could  .bring  away,  for  Europe,  in 
order  to  refit. 

The  intelligence  of  this  aftoniflring  dHafter  threw  the 
whole  French  army,  excepting  the  general  himfelf,  into 
condensation.  His  <Hfpatches  upon  this  occafion  to  the 
Directory  difcover  the  mdft  admirable  firmnefs  and  forti- 
tude. He  congratulates  them  on  the  previous  landing  of 
the  troops;  and  will  not  for  a  moment  admit  the  defponding 
idea,  that  the  object  of  the  expedition  is  fruftrated.  To 
England,  he  affirms,  is  decreed  the  empire  of  the  feas, — to 
France  that  of  the  land.  "  This  difafter,"  fays  the  French 
officer  before  cited — M.  Lacuee,  «  would  deprive  the  ar- 
my of  every  hope,  if  they  were  not  acquainted  with  the  ge- 
nius of  the  commander-in-chief." 

It  appears  probable  that  the  French  government  had  flat- 
tered itfelf  with  the  idea  that  the  Sublime  Porte,  fenfible  of 
the  extreme  importance  of  keeping  up  an  amicable  connec- 
tion 
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tion  with  France,  as  well  as  of  the  infignificance  of  that 
fliadow  of  authority  which  (he  retained  in  Egypt,  would 
have  condefcended  to  accept  of  the  apologies  made  by  the 
republic  for  the  invafion  of  that  country,  in  which  France 
profefled  to  oppofe,  not  the  power  of  the  grand-feignor, 
but  that  of  the  Beys  and  Mamelouks.  On  the  contrary, 
however,  the  intelligence  of  this  invafion  was  heard  at  Con- 
ftantinople  with  the  greateft  indignation  \  but  fear  kept  that 
proud  and  barbarous  court  (ilent,  till  the  tidings  of  the  vic- 
tory at  Aboukir  encouraged  her  to  give  vent  to  her  impo- 
tent though  paflionate  refentment.  On  the  i ft  of  Sep- 
tember an  imperial  decree  was  publifhed,  declaring  the  dc- 
pofition  of  the  grand-vizier  (Mchemed  Pacha),  who,  it  is 
aflerted,  «  had  not  obferved  the  in  ft  ructions  given  him,  to 
attend  to  the  defence  of  the  Ottoman  dominions ;  fo  that  in 
the  dark  himfelf  with  refpelfc  to  the  evil  defigns  of  thofc 
brutyb  Infidels  the  French,  he  did  not  in  good  time  apprize 
the  inhabitants  of  Egypt  thereof.  When  the  unhappy  tid- 
ings from  thence  came  to  our  imperial  ear,"  fays  this  impe- 
rial decree,  «  a  full  month  after  that  infufierable  event  had 
come  to  pafa,  fuch  were  our  grief  and  concern,  that,  we 
take  God  to  witnefc  I  it  drew  tears  from  our  eyes,  and  de- 
prived us  of  fleep  and  reft.  We  have  therefore  immediately 
depofed  him  from  the  office  of  grand-vizier,  and  have  ap- 
pointed in  his  place  Youflbuf  Pacha,  governor  of  Erzerum. 
Now  it  being  incumbent  upon  all  true  believers  to  combat 
thofe  faithlefs  brutes  the  French,  and  it  being  become  a  po- 
fitive  duty  for  our  imperial  perfon  to  deliver  the  blefled  ter- 
ritories from  their  accurfed  hands,  and  to  revenge  the  infults 
which  they  have  offered  to  muflulmans,  no  delay  whatever 
is  to  take  place  for  the  arrival  of  the  new  vizier  but  the 
moil  vigorous  mcafures  mud  be  purfued,  to  attack  them 
by  fea  and  land.  Wherefore,  by  a  deliberation  with  the 
illuftrious  lawyers,  minifters,  and  chieftains,  our  fubje&s, 
you  mult,  with  a  full  confidence  in  God  and  his  prophet, 
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fa  upon  the  effectual  means  of  freeing  the  province 
of  Egypt  from  the  pre  fence  of  fuch  wretches  You  will 
acquaint  all  the  true  believers,  in  the  refpective  quarters, 
that  we  are  at  war  with  the  French;  and,  turning  night 
into  day,  will  apply  your  utmoft  efforts  to  take  revenge  of 
them. 

At  the  fame  time,  to  teftify  his  nigh  fenfe  of  the  fcrvice 
recently  performed  by  admiral  Nelfon,  the  grand-feignor 
directed  a  fuberb  diamond  chelrngi,  or  plume  of  triumph, 
to  be  taken  from  one  of  the  imperial  turbans,  and  fent  to  the 
admiral,  together  with  a  robe  of  honor  of  fable  fur,  betides 
a  purfe  of  2000  fe  quins  to  be  diftributed  among  the  wound- 
ed of  his  crew. 

The  blind  and  furious  refentment  of  the  Ottoman  Porte 
againft  France  incited  them  to  acts  of  the  greateft  political 
folly.  A  Ruffian  fquadron  of  12  fail  of  the  line,  under  ad- 
miral Oufchakoff,  was  permitted,  for  the  firft  time,  to  fail 
through  the  Dardanelles,  which,  in  conjunction  with  their 
new  allies  the  Turks,  reduced  the  Venetian  iflands  of  Cerigo, 
the  antient  Cytherea,  Zante,  Cephalenia,  and  at  length 
Corfu— the  pofleffion  of  which  important  place  fecured  to 
them  a  permanent  eftablifliment  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Had  the  French,  in  planning  their  Egyptian  expedition, 
really  been  actuated, — which  no  nation  ever  has,  or  evef 
will  be,— by  the  fole  and  beneficent  motive  of  giving  liberty 
to  an  opprefled  people  ;  and  had  the  Egyptians  been  capa- 
ble of  comprehending  the  nature  and  value  of  the  gift  \  it 
would  undoubtedly  have  demanded  and  deferved  the  ap- 
plaufe  and  admiration  of  the  univerfe.  «  The  Turkifli 
government,"  to  adopt  the  impreffive  language  of  a  cele- 
brated writer,  «  is  a  tyranny  under  which  the  fineft 
countries,  in  the  mod  genial  climate  pf  the  world,  are 
wafted  by  peace  more  than  any  countries  have  been 
by  war, — where  arts  are  unknown,  where  manufactures 
languifli,  where  fcience  is  extinguifhed,  wfcerc  agricul- 
ture decays,  where  the  human  race  itfelf  melts  away, 
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and  periflies  under  the  eye  of  the  obferver."*  It  muft  ne- 
verthelefs  be  allowed,  that  Buonaparte  was  no  vulgar  con- 
queror, and  that  he  afpired,  in  a  country  where,  as  he  him- 
felf  expreffes  it,  «  barbarifm  was  at  its  height,"  to  intro- 
duce the  arts  of  civilization,  the  knowledge  of  jurif prudence, 
and  the  practice  and  love  of  induftry. 

The  communication  of  Alexandria  with  Rofetta  by  fea 
being  cut  off,  the  French  general  caufed  the  canal  which  led 
from  Rhamania  to  Alexandria,  acrofs  the  Defert,  to  be  re- 
paired and  cleanfed.    Left  entirely  to  his  own  refources,  he 
feemed  to  continue  with  greater  ardor  and  activity  his  civil 
and  military  operations.     At  Belbeis  and  Salhaic  he  con- 
ftru&ed  forts  and  redoubts  to  guard  againft  the  attacks 
of  the  Turks  on  the  fide  of  Syria ;  and  drew  plans  for 
the  better  defence  of  Grand  Cairo  and  Alexandria.  He 
formed  alfo  a  great  eftablilhment  for  the  different  mecha- 
nical arts,  in  which  he  was  aflifted  by  the  artifts  and  fcien- 
tific  men  who  had  accompanied  the  expedition,  and  with 
the  aid  of  whom  he  formed  a  national  inilitute.    At  his  in* 
vitation  the  Schieks  from  different  provinces  affembled  at 
Cairo,  where  Monge  and  Berthollet  fubmitted  to  their  deli- 
berations various  que  (lions  of  political  ceconomy,  and  regu- 
lations of  adminiftrativc  government.  Every  art  of  courtefy 
and  of  policy  was  put  in  pra&ice  to  acquire  the  confidence 
of  the  natives,  but  with  little  apparent  fuccefs.  The  French 
were  Mill  regarded  as  intruders  and  ufurpers,  and  nothing 
could  reconcile  the  minds  of  the  Egyptians,  blindly  and 
obftinately  attached  to  the  Mahometan  fuperftition,  to  the 
government  of  ftrangers  and  infidels. 

This  inward  enmity  broke  out  into  a  violent  infurre&ion 
in  the  city  of  Grand  Cairo  in  the  month  of  October,  which 
the  French,  being  attacked  fuddenly  and  unprepared,  were 
obliged  to  exert  themfelves  vigoroufly  to  repel.  Many 
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Frenchmen  were  mafiacred  at  the  commencement  of  the 
commotion,  amongft  whom  was  general  Dupuis,  comman- 
dant of  the  garrifon ;  but  the  infurgents  were  at  length  fub- 
dued  with  great  lofs  of  blood  ;  and  the  revolt  ferved  but  to 
increafe  and  eftablifh  the  power  of  Buonaparte.  It  was 
remarked  in  this,  as  on  other  occaGons,  that  the  Arabs, 
the  Turks,  and  the  Mamelouks,  were  far  more  aclive  in 
their  oppofition  to  the  French  than  die  aboriginal  inha- 
bitants, who  were  too  much  accuftomed  to  fubjecYion 
to  think  of  refi (lance  to  any  affumption  of  authority. 
The  feffc  of  the  Cophts,  who  were  Chriftians  of  the 
Greek  communion,  (hewed  themfclves,  on  the  contrary,  at 
all  times,  and  particularly  during  the  late  attempt,  ftrongly 
attached  to  the  invaders — cheriftiing,  no  doubt,  a  dawn  of 
hope  that  the  hour  of  their  deliverance  from  the  Turkifli 
bondage  was  at  hand.  But  their  numbers  were  compara- 
tively fmall,  and  their  influence  yet  fmaller. 

By  this  time  the  army  of  Murad  Bey  was  again  defeated  in 
Upper  Egypt,  near  the  pyramids  of  Saccara ;  and  another 
body  of  Mamelouks,  under  Ibrahim  Bey,  on  the  fide  of  Syria, 
was  difperfed  by  the  forces  which  had  been  left  on  the  coalt 
under  the  command  of  general  Klebcr.  The  declaration  of  the 
grand-feignor  having  now  arrived  in  Egypt,  general  Buona- 
parte fet  on  foot  very  great  military  preparations,  plainly 
indicating  his  purpofe  to  make  yet  farther  and  mightier  ef- 
forts for  what,  in  the  revolutionary  language  of  France, 
was  ftyled  the  deliverance  and  regeneration  of  the  Eaftcrn 
world ;  and  his  intention  of  revifiting  France  was  for  the 
prefent  entirely  fufpended. 

Admiral  Nelfon  had  been  received,  after  returning  from 
his  Egyptian  expedition,  with  the  highefl  honors  almoft  ever 
paid  to  any  pcrfon.  The  vi&oryhe  had  gained  excited  a  great 
fenfation  in  Europe,  from  the  frozen  coafts  of  the  Baltic 
to  the  golden  mores  of  Hefperia.  On  his  appearance  in  the 
Bay  of  Naples,  on  the  2 2d  of  September,  his  Sicilian  ma- 
jefty  inftantly  went  on  board  the  admiral's  fhip,  attended 
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by  a  numerous  train  of  barges  and  boats,  with  colours  and 
mufic,  the  whole  of  that  beautiful  natural  amphitheatre  being 
crowded  with  fpectators.  Alfo  when  the  admiral  returned 
the  royal  vifit,  every  mark  of  refpect  and  attention  was 
{hewn  to  him,  and  a  new  confederacy  againft  France  began 
to  be  publickly  and  confidently  talked  of.  «  Fire  but  one 
gun,"  faid  the  chevalier  Acton,  firft  minuter  to  the  king  of 
Naples,  "  and  the  congrefs  of  Raftadt  is  diflblvecL" 

The  honors  and  rewards  allotted  to  admiral  Nelfon  in  his 
native  country  were  ftill  more  flattering  and  fubftantial.  In 
addition  to  the  dignity  before  conferred  upon  him  of  Knight 
of  the  Bath,  he  was  now  created  Baron  Nelfon  of  the  Nile, 
to  which  was  annexed  a  perpetual  annuity  of  2,000  /. ;  and 
he  was  authorized  to  bear  for  his  armorial  enGgns  a  palm- 
tree,  and  for  his  ere  (I,  on  a  naval  crown,  the  cbelingk  or 
plume  of  triumph.  The  victory  was  celebrated  with  great 
rejoicings  all  over  the  kingdom  and  new  hopes,  not  lefs 
chimerical  and  extravagant  than  the  former,  began  to  be 
entertained  of  humbling  the  pride  of  France.  The  unfor- 
tunate effect  of  this  glorious  victory  was  not  to  infpire  a  dif- 
pofition  to  embrace  the  favorable  moment  to  conclude  an 
advantageous  and  honorable  peace,  but  to  raife  the  (inking 
credit  of  a  weak,  baffled,  and  degraded  admini  ft  ration,  and 
jo  exalt  a  new,  a  ruinous,  and  fenfelefs  war  into  unmerited 


ill 
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The  congrefs  at  Raftadt,  which  had  commenced  its 
fittings  on  the  ill  of  January  (1798),  feemed,  in  the  courfe 
of  almoft  a  year,  to  have  made  very  little  progrefs.  France 
adhered  tenacioufly  to  her  project  of  making  the  Rhine  the 
barrier  of  the  republic.  It  was  no  fecret  that  this  propoO- 
tion  had  been  aflented  to  by  the  emperor  in  the  fcparate  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio.  The  greater  part  of 
the  Venetian  territory,  and  the  whole  of  Bavaria  beyond 
the  Inn,  were  made  the  rich  reward  of  this  compliance ; 
and  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  by  a  rare  fortune,  on  the  ter- 
mination of  a  war  to  her  almoft  uniformly  unfuccefsful, 
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would  thus  be  left  more  powerful  than  at  the  commence- 
ment of  it.    The  grand  difficulty  confifted  in  arranging 
that  fyftem  of  fecularization  by  which  it  was  propofed  to 
compenfate  the  lofTes  of  thofe  whofe  dominions  were  to  be 
ceded  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  Raftadt.    But  the  De- 
putation of  the  empire  refitted  with  the  gTeateft  obftinacy 
the  faciifice  required  of  them    They  afferted  that  the  inte- 
grality of  the  empire  ought  to  be  maintained,  fince  it  ferved 
as  the  bafis  of  the  preliminaries  of  Leoben  ;  and  that  the 
acquifition  of  the  left  fide  of  the  Rhine  was  not  of  fuch 
importance  to  France  as  the  violation  of  that  integrality  to 
the  States  of  Germany  :  That  the  ceflion  in  queftion  affect- 
ed mediately  or  immediately  the  interefts  of  no  lefo  than 
thirty-one  (Secular  and  thirteen  ecclefiaftical  dates ;  and  that 
no  means  ought  to  be  left  unfought  for  preventing  fo  vaft 
an  alienation. 

The  French  plenipotentiaries,  Treiihard  and  Bonnier, 
ftijl  however  infilling  on  the  firft  demand,  and  being 
powerfully  feconded  by  the  -courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin, 
'  the  deputation  on  the  12th  of  March  mod  reluctantly  con- 
fented  to  this  immenfe  facrifice.    The  plenipotentiaries 
then  went  into*  the  queftion  of  indemnity,  which  was 
agreed  to  be  fettled  on  the  principle  of  fecularizing  the 
pofleffions  of  the  ecclefiaftical  princes.    After  much  time 
fruitlefsly  fpent  in  difcufhng  this  endlefs  topic  of  difputa- 
tion,  the  French  were  defired  to  (late  their  ulterior  de- 
mands.   This  was  done  on  the  13th  of  May,  by  a  note, 
containing  the  following  requifitions  :  lft,  The  navigation 
of  the  Rhine  to  be  common  to  both  nations,  fuppTefliiig 
•    the  right  of  tolls  altogether.    2tlly,  To  leave  all  the  i flan ds 
of  the  Rhine  in  pofleifion  of  the  republic.    3dly,  To  retain 
pofleflion  of  the  fort  of  Kehl,  and  the  territory  contiguous 
on  the  German  fide  of  the  Rhine  *,  likewife  of  the  fuburb  of 
Caflel,  oppofite  to  the  city  of  Mentz.    4thly,  To  demolifh 
the  fortrefs  of  Ehrcnbreitftein,  now  clofely  blockaded  by 
the  Frenchr 
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Thcfc  extortionate  demands  gave  great  and  jure  offence, 
not  only  to  the  Deputation,  but  alfo  to  the  courts  of  Vienna 
and  Berlin :  and  the  conqueror  of  Italy,  having  now  de- 
parted on  his  romantic  expedition,  the  language  of  the 
Deputation,  fecretly  encouraged,  no  doubt,  by  the  em- 
peror, began  to  afTume  a  firmer  tone.  The  ambafladors  of 
Auftria  and  Pruflia  remonftrated  in  formal  and  official  me- 

* 

morials  againft  thefe  conditions,  as  ignominious  to  the  em- 
pire, and  fatal  no  lefs  to  her  fafety  than  her  honor.  Eh- 
renbreitftcin,  Kehl,  and  Caflel,  were  the  bulwarks  of  the 
empire  on  the  fide  of  France ;  and  to  require  the  ceflion 
or  the  demolition  of  thefe  antient  fortreffes,  was  in  effect  to 
claim  a  free  entrance  into  the  heart  of  Germany  whenever 
it  fuited  the  felfifti  or  ambitious  purpofes  of  France. 

After  new  and  lengthened  difcuflion,  the  Deputation 
confented  to  the  demolition  of  Ehrenbreitftein ;  and  the 
French  agreed  to  a  divifion  of  the  i (lands  in  the  river,  and  to 
xelinquifb  the  territory  adjoining  to  Kehl ;  but  neither  would 
the  Deputation  or  the  Imperial  minifler  accede  to  the  ceflion 
of  that  fortrefs  or  of  Caflel.  After  fome  time  the  French 
made  (September  1 4),  the  farther  conceflion,  that  the  for- 
treffes of  Kehl  and  Caflel  ftiould  alfo  be  demolifhed  inftead 
of  being  given  up  5  and  in  a  note  prefented  on  the  3d  of 
October,  fome  other  points  in  difpute,  of  inferior  confe- 
rence, were  ekhcr  modified  or  changed.  But  the  Di- 
rectory, by  their  incapacity  and  want  of  difcernment,  had 
fuffered  the  favorable  moment  to  elapfe.  By  the  difplay  of 
an  ambition  no  lef3  impolitic  than  unprincipled,  they  had 
again  awakened  the  fpirit  of  refinance  in  the  court  of 
Vienna,  which  had  recently  entered  into  very  intimate 
connections  with  the  court  of  St.  Peterfburg  ;  and  the  vic- 
tory of  Aboukir  had  already  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
new  confederacy  againft  France,  infinitely  more  juftifiable 
than  the  former. 

A  variety  of  meflages  and  memorials  having  pa  fled  with- 
out effect  the  French  plenipotentiaries,  on  the  7th  of  De- 
cember, 
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ccmber,  prefented  their  ultimatum,  to  which  an  anfwer 
was  peremptorily  demanded  in  fix  days.  The  majority  of 
the  Deputation,  including  the  minifter  of  Pruffia,  tolerably 
fatisfied  with  the  conditions  now  offered,  and  dreading  the 
renewal  of  the  war,  agreed  to  the  propofitions  of  the  ulti- 
matum. But  the  minifters  of  Auftria,  Saxony,  and  Ha- 
nover, protefted  againft  all  further  ceffion,  the  count  Lehr- 
bach,  the  Imperial  minifter,  declaring  that  the  contingent 
of  Auftria  was  ready  to  march,  in  order  to  protect  the  em- 
pire from  further  aggreflion;  The  French  minifters  had 
now  wafted  a  year  in  difputes  refpe£Hng  the  property  of 
the  fwamps  and  morafles  that  obftru£t  the  courfe  of  the 
Rhine,  and  othar  points  of  controverfy  either  fcandaloufly 
unjuft  or  ridiculoufly  infignificant,  when  the  march  of  the 
R vidians,  which  had  for  many  weeks,  and  even  months,  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  Europe,  feemed  at  length  to  be 
deemed  worthy  of  notice  by  the  Directory. 

In  a  note  remitted  January  i ,  1 799,  to  the  Deputation 
of  the  empire,  the  French  plenipotentiaries  made  a  formal 
declaration,  "  that  if  the  Diet  of  Ratifbon  confented  to  the 
entrance  of  the  Ruffian  troops  on  the  territory  of  the  em- 
pire, or  did  not,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  give  it 
their  ftrenuous  op  po  fit  ion,  that  fuch  entrance  would  be 
xonfidered  by  France  as  a  violation  of  neutrality  on  the 
part  of  the  empire."  The  Deputation,  without  any  debate, 
voted  that  the  note  mould  be  fent  to  Ratifbon,  and  referred 
to  the  emperor  and  the  Diet. 

In  a  particular  communication  to  the  Imperial  minifter 
on  the  10th  of  January,  the  French  minifters  fay,  "'they 
had  orders  to  declare  to  him,  that,  in  leaving  a  free  pafTage 
to  an  army  of  a  power  which  had  declared  war  againft 
France,  and  by  permitting  fuch  an  army  to  crofs  his  ftate, 
in  order  to  reach  the  French  troops,  the  emperor  put  the 
republic  under  the  neceflity  of  confidering  this  a&  as  a 
rupture  of  the  ties  which  bound  both  ftates." 
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At  this  very  time  the  Ruffians  were  in  foil  march  to- 
wards the  frontier  of  Bavaria.  The  French  troops  theit- 
fore  palled  again  to  the  right  fide  of  the  Rhine ;  and  the 
impregnable  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbreitdein,  reduced  to  the  Iaft 
extremity  by  famine,  furrendered  to  the  arms  of  France, 
after  a  refidance  of  eighteen  months.  Matters  were  now 
hading  fad  to  a  crifis.  The  Audrian*  had  already,  at  the 
formal  requed  of  the  Grifon  government,— fuch  at  lead 
was  the  aflertion  of  the  London  Gazette, — taken  pofleffion 
of  Coire,  and  the  important  pod  of  Richenau  ;  detach- 
ments being  at  the  fame  time  on  their  march  to  occupy  the 
xed  of  the  Grifon  country. 

In  anfwer  to  the  French  declaration  and  memorial,  the 
Imperial  court  pretended  to  be  "  adonifhed  that  the  French 
fhould  have  conceived  the  idea  ot  addreffing  the  Deputation 
of  the  empire  on  a  fubjccl:  which  had  no  relation  with  their 
miflion  ;  exprelfing  its  fatisfa&ion  that  the  Deputation  had 
referred  this  bufmefs,  which  was  beyond  its  competence,  to 
thofe  whom  it  concerned."  The  Deputation  alfo  coincided 
with  the  opinion  of  th<  Audrian  cabinet,  and  declared, 
u  that  the  march  of  the  Ruffian  troops  was  beyond  its  com* 
pctence."  On  the  31ft  of  January  the  French  plenipoten- 
tiaries prefented  a  declaration  to  the  Deputation,  importing, 
«« that  they  liad  orders  neither  to  receive  nor  remit  any  note 
on  any  of  the  points  of  the  negotiation  till  that  which  they 
had  remitted  on  the  id  of  January,  rcfpe&ing  the  march 
of  the  Ruffians,  had  received  a  categorical  and  (atisfa&ory 
anfwer."  On  the  fame  day  a  meflage  was  like  wife  delivered 
to  the  Audrian  minider,  count  Lehrbach,  in  which  tl\e 
French  miniders  declared,  "  that  if  in  fifteen  days  from  the 
date  of  their  letter  the  emperor  had  not  compelled  the  Ruf- 
fian troops  to  evacuate  the  Audrian  territory,  and  fuch  of 
his  other  dates  as  made  part  of  the  German  empire,  hofti- 
lities  mould  forthwith  begin  between  him  and  the  French 
republic." — The  emperor  having  now  concerted  his  mca- 
furcs,  defigned  not  to  make  any  reply  to  this  menace  j  and 
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the  term  fpecified  having  elapfed,  the  French  armies  began 
their  march  into  Suabia,  under  general  Jourdan. 

Hoftilities  had  fome  months  previous  to  this  period 
actually  commenced  in  Italy.  It  is  neceflary  to  premife, 
that  in  the  fpring  of  the  prefent  year  a  ferious  difpute  arofe 
between  the"  king  of  Sardinia  and  the  new  Ligurian  repub- 
lic, occafioned  by  the  encouragement  given  by  the  latter  to 
the  difaffetted  and  revolutionary  fpirit  of  the  Piedmontefe, 
which  difcovered  itfelf  in  infurrectionary  movements.  Hos- 
tilities had  been  openly  commenced,  when  the  Sardinian 
monarch  implored,  as  the  laft  humiliating  refource  now  left 
him,  the  mediation  and  protection  of  the  French  govern- 
ment. This  was  granted  only  aon  the  condition  that-  the 
citadel  of  Turin  fhould  be  confided  to  the  care  of  a  French 
garrifon.  The  gates  were  opened  to  them  on  the  28th  of 
June.  Thus  the  king  of  Sardinia  continued  to  reign  no- 
minally, while  the  French  were  in  reality  matters  of  the 
country. 

During  thefe  transactions  the  Roman  republic  exhibited 
a  fcene  of  dilapidation  and  oppreflion  beyond  example.  la 
what  proportion  the  public  diftrefs  was  to  be  afcribed  to  the 
French  government,  or  to  the  government  of  Rome  cila- 
bli/hed  and  fupported  by  the  power  of  France,  it  is  difficult 
exactly  to  afcertain.    Probably  the  balance  of  injuilice 
would  be  found,  on  examination,  very  equaL    The  difak 
trous  meafures  of  finance  adopted  by  Faypoult,  the  chief  of 
the  French  commiflariate,  were  productive  of  ruin  to  indi- 
viduals ;  and  the  plunder  and  corruption  of  the  fubordinate 
agents  completed  the  picture  of  the  public  mifery  j  and,  to- 
gether with  the  perfecutions  exercifed  againft  all  who  fhow- 
ed  any  difpofi  tion  adverfe  to  thefe  proceedings,  excited  con- 
tinual difturbances  and  infurrections,  and  deftroyed  every 
hope  of  eftabliftiing  any  rational  fyftem  of  liberty.  The 
venerable  names  of  fenate,  tribunate,  and  confulate,  ferved 
only  to  remind  the  inhabitants  of  Rome  of  their  degraded 
-  condition, 
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condition,  and  anfwcrcd  no  other  purpofe  than  to  add  intuit 
to  injury,  and  contumely  to  opprcflion. 

The  Neapolitan  troops,  under  the  Imperial  general  Mack, 
had  doubtlefs,  with  the  fecret  approbation  of  the  court  of 
Vienna,  been  for  fame  time  paft  collecting  on  the  frontier 
of  the  Roman  republic.    In  the  month  of  November,  Mack 
fent  a  formal  fummons  to  general  Championct,  who  com- 
manded in  this  quarter,  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  the 
Roman  territory.    To  which  Championet  replied,  «  that 
fuch  a  fummons  could  only  be  regarded  as  an  act  of  aggref- 
fion,  and  a  direct  violation  of  the  fubfifting  treaties."  In 
veply  to  this  declaration,  general  Mack,  on  'the  24th  of 
November,  fignified  to  general  Championet,  that  his  Nca/- 
politan  majefty  had  in  perfonpafled  the  frontier  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  to  take  pofleiTion  of  the  Roman  territory,  revo- 
lutioiufed  and  ufurped  Cnce  the  peace  of  Campo  Formio. 
The  number  of  French  troops  in  the  Roman  (late  did  not 
exceed  ten  thoufand  :  and  fo  little  political  difcernment  had 
the  Directory,  or  fo  defective  was  their  information,  that 
thefe  were  very  ill  armed  and  provided.    The  public  maga- 
zines were  empty,  Civita  Vecchia  itfelf  left  defenceless ; 
and  the  invauon  of  the  Neapolitans,  who  had  collected  on 
this  occafion  their  whole  military  force — a  rabble  of  60  or 
70,000  men  without  (kill,  courage,  or  difcipline,  was  evi- 
dently to  the  French  government  a  moft  unwelcome  and 
unexpected  meafure,  productive  of  great  political  embar* 
laflment. 

The  ftate  of  things  in  Europe,  fince  the  victory  of  Abou- 
kir,  had  its  effect  alfo  upon  the  mind  of  the  monarch  of 
Sardinia,  whofe  conduct  had  been  for  fome  time  very  dif- 
taileful  to  the  French,  and  in  whofe  dominions  evident 
fymptoms  appeared  of  a  counter-revolutionary  fpirit.  Cou- 
riers were  known  frequently  to  pafs  between  the  two  courts 
of  Naples  and  Turin,  and  letters  were  intercepted  which 
plainly  proved  the  good  underftanding  fubfifting  between 
them.    In  one  of  thefe,  dated  October  the  6th  (1798), 
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written  by  baron  Awervcch,  a  Neapolitan  nobleman,  to 
the  governor  of  Turin,  it  is  faid,  «  The  amballador  from 
the  court  of  London  to  Berlin  has  juft  concerted  with  priuec 
Repnin  a  meafure  the  mod  bold  that  modern  diplomacy 
could  fuggeft  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  to  put  an  end, 
as  it  were,  by  force,  to  the  indecifion  of  Auftria.  They 
will  caufe  hoftilities  immediately  to  be  commenced  by  the 
court  of  Naples.  .  A  treaty  of  alliance,  ofrenfive  and  dv- 
fenfive  between  thefe  two  powers,  will  authorize  his  Sici- 
lian majefty  again  to  call  to  his  aid  the  Auftrian  contingent. 
Then  all  Europe  will  be  put  in  motion  upon  the  fhores  of 
the  Bofphorus,  as  well  as*  upon  thofe  of  the  Danube,  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Nieper  as  upon  thofe  of  the  Rhine,  in  or- 
der to  precipitate  themfelves,  en  majfe*  upon  that  nation  of 
ufurpers. — Such,  fir,  is  the  plan  concerted  by*  the  vaft  ge- 
nius of  prince  Repnin,  and  of  which  you  now  fee  the  nrft 
openings.'' 

Immediately  on  the  intelligence  being  received  in  Paris, 
that  the  Neapolitans  had  pafled  the  frontier,  war  was  de- 
clared in  form  again  ft  their  Sicilian  and  Sardinian  majeflies, 
— the  Directory  denouncing  in  their  manifefto  u  the  loo;; 
train  of  perfidies  of  which  the  court  of  Naples  had  been 
guilty,  and  which  were  now  brought  to  die  height  by  an 
audacious  attack  upon  the  French  republic  \ — a  court, 
which,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war  of  the  coalefced 
monarchs,  diftinguilhed  itfelf  by  the  mod  infenfate  furv 
againft  the  republic,  notwithstanding  which  the  French 
government  made  no  other  ufe  of  the  fupeviority  which 
victory  gave  them  than  for  the  purpofe  of  moderation." 
They  then  enumerate  the  recent  inftances  in  which  the 
court  of  Naples  had  fhewn  its  ingratitude — "  inciting  and 
encouraging  the  Romans  to  revolt,  and  difplaying  its  hoi- 
tility  to  the  Ligurian  and  Cifalpine  republics. — While  (he 
dared  not  openly  to  declare  war  againft  France,  Ihe  fought 
to  deftroy  in  Italy  all  the  free  ftates  which  were  under  her 
protection.    Inflead  of  inflicting  fignal  vengeance  for  this 
VOL.  Hi.  2  0  -conduct, 
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conduct,  the  Directory  did  not  oppofe  the  taking  poflcflioa 
of  the  duchy  of  Benevento  ;  they  offered  their  mediation  to 
deliver  the  king  of  Naples  from  the  feudal  pretenfions  of 
Rome.  They  fent  to  Naples  a  new  ambafTador  (M.  Garat], 
furniflied  with  the  moft  amicable  and  conciliatory  powers, 
and  were  anxious  to  give  fatisfa&ion  to  his  Sicilian  ma- 
jefty  refpe&ing  the  object  of  Buonaparte's  expedition.  In 
return,  the  fleet  of  admiral  Nelfon  was  honorably  received 
at  Syracufe,  and  was  revi&ualled  in  that  port.    It  even  re- 
ceived (lores  from  the  arfenal  of  the  king,  pilots  to  clear  the 
Straits  of  Me  (Tina,  and  whatever  was  neceflary  to  fecure  the 
fuccefs  of  the  attack  againft  the  French.    If  too  we  recoi- 
led the  inconceivable  joy  which  was  manifefted  at  Naples 
on  the  fight,  of  the  Englifli  fleet,  the  public  honors  which 
the  court  itfelf  laviOied  on  admiral  Nelfon,  in  going  out  to 
welcome  him,  his  triumphal  entry,  the  large  rewards  grant- 
ed to  the  melTenger  who  brought  the  firfl  account  of  this 
victory,  and  the  illuminations  and  rejoicings  which  took 
place  on  this  occaGon ; — if  it  be  remembered  that,  from  the 
time  of  this  victory,  the  audacity  of  the  Neapolitan  govern- 
ment has  known  no  bounds if  all  thefe  circumftances 
are  confidered,  it  muft  be  allowed  that  more  hoftile  fenti- 
ments  were  never  manifefted  on  one  fide,  nor  more  patience 
fliown  on  the  other.    The  guilt  of  the  Sardinian  govern- 
ment, as  an  accomplice  with  Naples,  is  manifcll  from  a 
thoufand  circumftance?      its  fentiments,  its  language,  and 
even  its  actions,  in  proportion  to  its  means,  have  been  the 
fame  ;  and  its  artifice  and  hypocrify  exa&ly  refemble  that 
of  Naples.    In  facl,  they  have  never  ceafed  to  make  war  in 
every  way  which  their  imbecility  and  their  cowardice  fuf- 
fcred  them  to  put  into  execution.    The  Piedmontefe  troops 
marched  towards  Loana  at  the  fame  moment  in  which  the 
Neapolitan  army  attacked  the  French  j—and  in  the  fame 
moment  alfo  it  was  that  the  Sardinian  government  dared  to 
require  the  evacuation  of  the  citadel,  and  the  diminution  of 
the  French  troop*  in  Piedmont." 
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f  Of  the  inimical  difpofition  of  the  king  of  Sardinia,  with 
refpec"t,  to  France,  there  can  cxift  no  portability  of  doubt ; 
but  the  indications  of  that  difpofition,  as  dated  at  length 
in  this  manifefto,  though  ftrong,  were  perhaps  not  altoge- 
ther fuch  as  would  juftify  the  declaration  of  open  hoftility 
on  the  part  of  the  Directory.  The  king  of  Sardinia  appears 
to  have  been  a  man  very  inconftant  in  his  defigns,  and  in- 
iconfiftent  in  his  conduct.  He  had  done  enough  to  give 
great  and  juft  offence  to  a  proud  and  potent  enemy,  with- 
out poflefling  either  ftrength  or  courage  to  abide  the  confe- 
quences.  On  the  entrance  of  the  French  troops  into  Pied- 
mont, in  the  month  of  December,  without  any  attempt  at 
refiftance,  or  appearance  of  coercion,  he  figned  an  a&  of 
abdication,  and  furrendered  his  whole  country  into  the 
hands  of  the  French.  The  Piedmontefe  troops,  agreeably 
to  the  terms  of  the  a&,  immediately  adopted  the  French- co- 
lours, and  became  a  component  part  of  the  French  army  in 
Italy. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  fecret  defign  of  the  Direc- 
tory refpe&ing  Piedmont,  they  certainly  were  far  from 
wimtng  to  break  with  the  government  of  Naples.  They 
had  even  paid  afiiduous  court  to  that  government  when  it 
was  manifcftly  in  their  power  to  attack  that  kingdom  with 
every  advantage.  The  rcafon  is  clear.  The  remote  0 tui- 
tion of  Naples  made  it  both  inconvenient  and  hazardous  for 
France  to  carry  on  a  war  with  that  corrupt  and  debilitated 
ftate  for  any  length  of  time.  Conquefts  made  there  could 
not  be  permanent,  nor  could  they  be  ufeful  while  they  were 
retained.  The  misfortunes  of  the  reigns  of  Charles  VIII. 
and  Louis  XII.  were  not  yet  forgotten.  The  policy  of  the 
Directory  therefore,  as  of  their  predeccflbrs  in  power,  the 
legiflative  and  conventional  aflemblies,  had,  in  relation  to 
Naples,  been  that  of  exemplary  mildnefs  and  moderation. 
But  the  late  deliberate  and  unprovoked  aggreflion  of  the 
weak,  Talh,  and  mifguided  fovereign  of  the  Sicilies  awakened 
all  the  republican  rcfentment  and  energy  j  and  the  mani- 
fefto 
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fefto  denounced,  that  this  court,  too  long  fpared,  would  at 
length  receive  the  reward  of  its  demerits. 

The  main  body  of  the  Neapolitan  army  entered  Rome 
without  oppofition  on  the  29th  of  November,  whilft  the 
combined  fleets  of  England  and  Naples  took  pofleffion  of 
the  \  on  of  Leghorn.    The  French,  unable  to  make  any 
refinance  to  fo  immenfe  a  fuperiority  of  numbers,  had  re- 
treated towards  Civita-Caftellana,  leaving  a  garrifon  in  the 
cattle  of  St.  Angelo.    During  the  occupation  of  Rome  by 
the  king  of  Naples  different  detachments  of  the  Neapolitan 
army  had  been  defeated  by  the  French  generals  Lemoine 
and  Rufca  -y  and  reinforcements  now  arriving  from  all  parts, 
a  general  attack  upon  the  Sicilians  took  place  throughout 
their  whole  line  of  pofts.  In  the  various  combats  which  en- 
fucd,  the  army  of  Naples  fufYcred  immenfe  lofs — 12,000 
prifoncrs  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  and  100 
pieces  of  cannon.  His  Sicilian  raajefty  now  evacuated  Rome 
with  the  grcatcft  precipitation,  and  was  purfued  with  equal 
vyor  by  the  French.    On  the  31ft  of  December,  an  ar- 
tnilticc,  limited  or  illimited,  was  offered  by  general  Mack, 
in  a  letter  written  from  Capua,  on  pretext  of  the  feverity  of 
the  weather  and  badnefs  of  the  roads.  General  Championet 
returned  for  anfwer,  "  that  as  his  army  had  fo  far  overcome 
the  difficulties  both  of  the  way  and  the  weather,  he  mould 
not  halt  till  he  made  his  entrance  into  Naples." 

Soon  after  this  interchange  of  meflages,  the  ftrong  poft 
of  Gaeta  wis  taken,  containing  immenfe  magazines  and 
Uores  of  every  kind  ; — another  body  of  troops,  under  ge- 
neral Duhjfme,  which  had  forced  its  way  with  great  rtfolu- 
tion  and  fuccefs  along  the  line  of  the  Adriatic  coaft  through 
a  country  hneiiected  with  rivers,  and  guarded  by  troops 
'which  might  have  difputed  every  ftcp,  gaining  a  complete 
victory  on  the  banks  of  the  Voinanu,  and  taking  pofleiTton 
of  the  important  maritime  fortrefa  of  PcJcara.  The  king  of 
the  Sicilies,  with  the  royal  family,  accompanied  by  the 
Aufhian,  Ruffian,  and  BritiQi  ^mbailaJors,  had  embarked 
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bh  board  the  Britifli  (hips  in  the  harbour  on  the  eve  of  the 
1(1  of  January,  17999  and  been  fafely  landed  at  Palermo* 
On  the  2 1  ft  Capua  was  furrendered  to  the  Frerich  ;  and 
the  Neapolitan  army,  being  now  completely  diforganized, 
and  the  city  and  kingdom  of  Naples  in  a  ftate  of  abfolute 
anarchy,  general  Mack,  againft  whom  the  popular  rage  was 
chiefly  directed,  thought  proper  to  furrender  himfelf  pri- 
foner  to  general  Ghampionet.    Nothing  now  remained  but 
the  conqueft  of  the  metropolis-— the  citadel  of  St.  Elmo 
having  beeri  already  fecured  by  the  patriots  :  and  the  Sum- 
mons to  furrender  being  rejected,  every  thing  was  prepared 
for  the  aflault,  which  took  place  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of 
January.    The  city,  although  deferted  by  all  who  had  any 
real  intereft  in  its  fafety,  was  defended  with  aftonithing  re- 
solution and  bravery  for  many  hours  by  the  Lazaroni.  The 
combat  laftcd  till  after  the  dawn  of  day,  when  the  paflages 
to  the  Caftel  Nuovo,  and  the  Fort  del  Camine,  being  forced 
by  the  bayonet,  liberal  terms  were  offered  to  thefe  poor 
wretches,  now  nearly  furrounded,  by  the  French  general, 
who  declared  at  the  fame  time  his  high  refpedfc  for  St.  Janu~ 
nrius.    A  ihout  of  acclamation  fucceeded ;  and  the  Laza- 
roni immediately  laid  down  their  arms,  protefting  that  they  • 
were  friends  of  liberty  and  the  French,  and  wondering  how 
they  could  have  been  fo  long  deceived.    The  day  fucceed- 
ing  the  cefTation  of  hoftilities,  the  army  of  Rome  was  pro* 
claimed  the  army  of  Naples,  and  this  was  immediately 
followed  by  another  proclamation  for  eftablifliing  a  pro- 
vifional  government  in  the  Neapolitan  republic. 

To  conclude  the  hiftory  of  this  memorable  year,  it  is  ne- 
ccflary  to  obferve,  that  on  the  1 8th  of  December,  at  the* 
moment  probably  of  exultation  on  receiving  the  triumphant 
intelligence  of  the  march  of  the  Sicilians  into  Rome,  a  pro- 
vifional  treaty  was  Ggned  at  St.  Peteriburg  between  the 
emperor  Paul  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  conformably 
to  the-  tenor  of  which  the  two  high  contracting  powers  en- 
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gage  «  to  employ  all  their  endeavours  to  induce  the  king  of 
Pruflia  to  take  an  a&ive  part  againft  the  common  enemy. 
Immediately,  on  his  Pruflian  majefty/s  confenting  to  this 
meafure,  his  Imperial  majefty  of  all  die  Ruflias  is  ready 
to  afford  him  a  fuccour  of  land  forces ;  and  he  deftines, 
for  that  purpofe,  45,000  men,  infantry  and  cavalry,  with 
the  ncccfTary  artillery.  In  confideraiion  of  this  ferriec,  his 
Britannic  majefty  engages  to  furnifti  his  majefty  the  em- 
peror a  fubfidy  of  75,000/.  fterling  per -month,  from  the 
day  on  which  the  Ruffian  troops  (hall  have  pafled  the  fron- 
tier :  Alfo  another  fubfidy  of  37,506/.  per  month  for 
extra  charges  during  all  the  time  that  the  faid  troops  (hall 
be  employed  by  virtue  of  this  treaty  :  Alfo  the  further  fum 
of  225,000/.  in  three  months,  to  expedite  the  march  of 
the  troops  to  be  employed  in  the  good  caufe.  And  even 
previous  to  the  termination  of  the  negotiation  with  Pruflia, 
the  emperor  magnammoufy  promifes  that  the  faid  troops 
(hall  be  put  upon  fuch  a  footing,  that,  agreeably  to  the  JiU- 
pulations  of  the  treaty  they  may  immediately  be  employed 
wherever  the  utility  of  the  common  caufe  (hall  require.'* 
—The  firmnefs  of  the  king  of  Pruflia,  in  refilling  this 
overture,  together  with  the  mild  and  guarded  terms  in 
which  he  exprefled  his  refufal,  fo  as  not  merely  to  avoid 
offence,  but  to  maintain  as  drift  a  friendfhip  with  the 
courts  of  Ruflia  and  Great  Britain  after  as  before  this  cm- 
barra fling  propofltion  was  made  to  him,  eftablifhed  his  re- 
putation as  a  wife  and  difcerning  ftatefman — fully  juftify* 
ing  the  high  and  fanguine  hopes  which  his  renowned  prede- 
"ceflbr  Frederic  the  Great  is  known  to  have  entertained  re- 

« 

fpecling  him. 

Thus,  by  the  profligate  ambition  and  prefumption  of 
the  French  Dire&ory  on  the  one  part,  and  the  pride, 
folly,  and  mifchievous  activity  of  the  Britifh  ad  mini  ft  ra- 
tion on  the  other,  was  a  war,  which  appeared  well  nigh 
•terminated,  recommenced  with  additional  fury  % — feeming 
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but  too  likely  to  extend  to  a  long  fucceffion  of  calamitous 
and  mournful  years,  deftined  to  be  recorded  in  letters  of 
blood.  But  the  terrified  imagination  fees  pourtrayed,  on 
the  veil  which  conceals  futurity,  from  mortal  view,  fright- 
ful forms  and  characters,  bearing  little  refem- 
blancc  to  the  events  actually  pre-ordained,  in  the  courfe  of 
human  affairs,  to  take  place. 


THE  END. 
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